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One  main  feature  of  the  war  to  be  observed  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  century  ia  the  complete  establishment 
of  carronades  in  all  ships.   The  war  was  still  prosecuted 

with  unceasing  vic^our,  although  one  of  the  lii\-:t  acts  of 
Napoleon,  on  attaining:  the  chief  consulsliij)  of  France,  was 
to  write  a  letter  making  ])roposals  for  peace.  The  terras, 
however,  being  inadmissible,  he  was  answered  accordingly ; 
indeed,  it  was  considered  merely  as  an  artifice  of  Napoleon, 
who,  had  an  armistice  been  concluded,  would  in  all  proba- 
bility have  used  it  for  the  purpose  of  transmitting  troops 
and  transports  of  stores  to  the  colonies  and  acquired  de« 
pendencies,  with  the  design  of  renewing  the  war. 

On  the  18th  of  February,  the  French  74-gun  ship 
Genereux,  was  captured  off  Malta,  by  the  Mediterranean 
fleet  under  Vice-Admiral  Lord  Keith.  The  only  per- 
son killed  on  board  the  Genereux  was  Rear- Admiral  Per- 
rie.  This  gallant  officer  was  severely  wounded  in  the  eye 
by  a  splintery  but  he  continued  on  deck  giving  orders 
until  a  shot  took  off  his  right  thigh ;  from  which  wound  he 
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died  in  a  few  minutes.  The  capture  of  the  Genereux  was 
accompauied  by  that  of  the  supplies  for  the  rench  garrison 
at  Valetta. 

Intelligence  having  reached  Jersey,  by  the  British  14-gun 
brig  Sei&ower,  that  a  French  frigate  was  hovering  about 
the  islands,  the  16-gun  corvette  Fairy  and  IB-gnn  brig 

Harpy,  Captains  Joshua  Sydney  Horton  and  Iknrv  Baze- 
ley,  weighed  from  St.  Aubln's  bay,  on  the  mornui^  of  the 
5th  of  February,  with  a  fresh  breeze  at  north-west,  to  watch 
her  movementss.    At  1  Ih.  30m.  a.m.,  Cape  Fr^hel  bearing 

south-east»  distant  six  miles,  a  large  ship  was  discovered 
running  down  along  the  land  to  the  westward.  Captain 
Horton  determined,  if  possible,  to  bring  the  stranger  (which 
was  the  French  18-pounder  38-gun  frigate  Pallas,  Captain 

Jacques  Epron,  bound  to  Brest)  to  action,  and  in  order  to 
draw  her  otF  the  land,  tacked  to  the  northward.  The  Pallas 
immediately  followed,  and  at  Ih.  p.m.,  having  arrived  within 
pistol-shot  to  windward  of  the  British  vessels,  which  were 
close  together — the  Fairy  astern— an  action  commenced. 
The  Harpy  putting  her  helm  down  occasionally,  lu£fed 
across  the  bows  of  the  Pallas,  and  raked  her  vrith  much 
effect.  The  engagement  continued  in  this  manner  until 
3h.  r.M.,  when  the  wind  havinf^:  changed  to  soutii-west, 
the  Pallas  bore  up  before  it,  and  inade  sail  away. 

In  a  few  minutes  the  British  vessels,  having  repaired 
their  numerous  damages,  made  sail  after  the  frigate,  which 
latter  observing  two  strangers  ahead  of  her,  had  hauled  up 
north-vrest,  pursued  by  the  Harpy  and  Fairy.  On  dis- 
covering that  the  strangers  were  friends,  signals  were  made 
by  the  British  vessels,  but  which  were  not  understood. 
They  proved  to  be  the  38-gun  frigate  Loire,  Captain  New- 
man ;  20-gun  ship  Uanae,  Captain  Lord  Proby;  and  16- 
gun  sloop  Hailleur,  Ca])tain  W.  J.  Turquand. 

The  Pallas  used  every  means  possible  in  order  to  deceive 
the  British  ships  as  to  her  real  character,  but  without  effect. 
The  Loire,  Railleur,  Harpy,  and  Fairy  followed  herdosely* 
firing  every  gun  which  would  bear,  and  receiving  in  return 
the  fire  of  the  frigate,  and  also  that  of  a  battery  upon  a 
small  ishiud,  one  of  the  grouj)  called  Seveu  Islands,  which 
during  the  chase  they  passed  close  to* 
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a  little  past  midnight,  the  Harpy  being"  on  the  wea- 
ther quarter  of  the  Pallas,  again  most  gallantly  engaged  her ; 
until  at  length  she  was  hailed  to  say«  that  the  Pallas  had 
surrendered.  A  boat  from  the  Loire  was  the  first  to  get 
alongside  the  pnze»  which  conveyed  Captain Epron  onboard 

that  ship.  TTie  loss  on  board  the  different  British  ships 
was  as  follows  :  Loire— three  seamen  killed,  and  Messieurs 
W.  O.  Pell,  F.  W.  Eves,  and  J.  A.  Medway  (midshipmen), 
and  1 6  men  w  uunded ;  Railleur — Mr.  William  Prothers 
(midi<hipman)  and  two  seamen  killed,  and  four  wounded  ; 
l^airy — tour  seamen  killed.  Captain  Horton,  Mr.  Peter 
Hughes  (purser)*  four  men  badly,  and  three  slightly 
wounded;  but  the  Harpy,  notwithstanding  her  gallant 
conduct,  had  only  one  man  killed  and  tluree  wounded. 
The  loss  of  the  Pallas  is  not  mentioned.  The  prize  was  a 
fine  ship  of  1, ():](  )  tons,  and  quite  new.  She  was  added  to 
the  J3ritish  navy  l)y  the  name  of  Pique.  Captains  Horton 
and  Bazeley  were  promoted  to  post  rank  as  soon  as  their 
gallant  conduct  was  made  known. 

On  the  20th  of  March,  while  the  British  32-gun  firigate 
Mermaid,  Captain  Robert  Dudley  Oliver,  and  i6-gun  sloop 
Feterel,  Captain  Francis  William  Austen,  were  cruizing  off 
Marseilles,  the  latter  was  detached  in  shore,  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  17th,  a  convoy  ui  oO  sail,  under  the  protec- 
tion of  three  armed  vessels,  were  discovered  and  chased, 
and  two  merchant  vessels  captured  by  her  boats.  The 
Peterel  then  made  sail  alter  the  ships  of  war,  which  were 
using  every  endeavour  to  escape ;  and  one  of  them,  a  ship 
mounting  14  guns,  and  a  6-gun  xebeck,  perceiving  the 
Mermaid  beating  up  towards  them,  ran  on  shore.  The 
third  was  the  French  national  16>gun  brig  Ligurienne, 
commanded  by  Lieutenant  Pelabond,  and  was  brought  to 
action  by  the  Peterel  ;  and  after  a  running  fight  of  an  hour 
and  a  half,  in  the  course  of  which  the  Peterel  was  exposed 
to  the  fire  of  a  four- gun  battery,  the  brig  struck  her 
colours,  being  then  about  six  miles  only  from  Marseilles. 
The  Peterel  had  no  one  hurt,  but  the  Ligurienne  had  her 
commander  and  one  seaman  killed  and  two  seamen 
wounded.  The  Ligurienne  was  a  very  fine  vessel,  well 
equipped,  and  in  excellent  repair,  only  two  years  old.  She 
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was  fastened  throughout  with  screw  bolts,  so  that  she 
could  be  taken  to  pieces  aad  put  together  again  with  ease, 
but  she  was  not  purchased  mto  the  naval  service.  The  ship, 
which  was  the  Cerf,  was  totally  wrecked;  but  the  zebedc 
(Lejoille)  was  got     and  carri^  into  Marseilles. 

In  the  early  part  of  March,  Lord  Nelson  having  quitted 
the  squtidion  blockading  Malta,  tlie  command  devolved  on 
Captain  Troubridge,  of  the  74-gun  ship  Cullodcn,  who  had 
under  his  orders  the  64-gun  ship  Lion,  Captain  Manley 
Dixon;  80- gun  ship  Foudroyant, Captain  Sir  Kdward Berry  ; 

74-gun  ship  Alexander,  Lieutenant  WiUiam  Harrington, 
actmg:  and  the  36-gun  Mgate  Penelope,  Captain  the 
Hon.  Henry  Blackwood,  together  with  some  snialler  ves- 
seb.  On  the  30th,  at  llh.  p.m.,  the  French  80-giin  ship 
GhiiUaume  Tell,  Captain  Sanlnier,  bearing  the  flag  of  Rear- 
Admiral  Decres,  weighed  from  Malta  harbour  and  put  to 
sea  with  a  fresh  gale  at  south,  in  the  hope  of  escaping  from 
the  port  unseen.  At  llh.  55m.  p.m.,  however,  she  was 
discovered  by  the  Penelope  on  the  weather  bow  coming 
down  nnder  a  press  of  sail,  with  the  wind  on  her  star- 
board quarter,  and  Captain  Blackwood  immediately  made 
the  si^ial  to  the  Minorca  brig  to  convey  the  intel- 
ligence to  the  commodore,  while  he  in  the  Penelope 
kept  close  to  the  Guillaume  Tell.  At  half  an  hour  after 
midnight,  the  Guillaume  Tell  being  on  the  weather  quarter, 
the  Penelope  tacked,  and  lujliug  across  the  stern  of  the 
French  ship,  fired  the  larboard  broadside  into  her;  then 
bearing  up,  the  Penelope  a  second  time  crossed  the  Guil- 
laume Tell,  raking  her  with  a  starboard  broadside.  The 
French  ship  could  only  return  this  destructive  fire  by  that 
from  her  stem  guns,  and  the  Penelope  continued  in  this 
manner  to  harass  the  enemy,  and  with  such  effect,  that, 
just  as  the  day  dawned,  the  Guili;mmu  Tell's  main  and 
mizen  topmasts  and  the  slings  of  her  mainyard  were  shot 
away.  The  frigate's  damages  were  very  shght,  and  confined 
to  her  masts  and  sails ;  but  her  master  (Mr.  Henry  Dame- 
xell)  was  killed,  and  Mr.  Silthorpe  (midshipman)  and  two 
seamen  were  wounded. 

At  a  little  past  5h.  a.m.  the  Lion  gallantly  ranged  up 
dose  alongside  to  leeward  of  the  French  ship,  and  dis-  . 
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chaiged  her  broadside  with  great  precision  and  effect ;  she 
then  luffed  up  across  the  bows  of  her  opponent^  and  falling 
on  board,  carried  away  the  jib-boom  of  the  Ghiillaume 

Tell,  which  had  passed  between  the  Lion's  main  and  mizen 
mast?.  In  this  position,  aidtd  r^uiuL times  by  tlic  Penelope, 
she  continued  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  at  which  time  the 
two  ships  swang  clear  of  each  other,  and  the  Lion  being 
much  cut  up  in  her  rigging,  dropped  astern,  but  still  con- 
tinued her  fire. 

About  6h.  A.M.  the  Foudroyant,  under  a  press  of  sail, 
came  np  on  the  Guillaume  IVU's  starboard  side ;  Sir  Ed- 
ward Berry  calling  out  to  the  French  ship  to  strike  her 
colours,  and  at  the  same  time  ponrinsr  in  her  powerful 
broadside.  The  request,  however,  was  not  complied  with.; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  the  French  ship  returned  the  fire  with 
so  much  effect,  that  her  second  broadside  shot  away  the 
British  ship's  fore-topmast,  main  topsail-yard,  jib-boom, 
and  sprit-saii-yard,  and  her  courses  were  cut  into  shreds. 
Thus  crippled,  the  Foudroyant  dropped  astern,  leaving  the 
Lion  upon  tlie  Guillaume  Tell's  larboard  beam,  and  the 
Penelope  on  her  quarter. 

At  6h.  30m.  the  French  ship's  main  and  mizen  masts 
were  shot  away,  and  the  Foudroyant,  having  cleared  the 
wreck,  soon  resumed  her  position  on  the  starboard  quarter 
of  the  enemy.  At  8h.  the  foremast  of  the  Guillaume  Tell 
fell  over  her  side,  leaving  her  an  unmanageable  hulk,  rolling 
her  lower  deck  ports  under  water.  At  8h.  20m.,  finding 
further  resistance  unavailing,  the  French  flag — the  honour  of 
which  was  never  better  sustained — was  hauled  down.  The 
Foudroyant's  lower  masts  were  badly  wounded,  and  her 
mizen  mast  so  much  injured,  that  it  fell  shortly  atter  the 
termination  of  the  action. 

The  Lion  had  suffered  much  in  her  masts  and  rigging, 
and  the  Penelope's  sails  and  rigging  were  a  good  deal 
cut  up.  The  Foudroyant,  out  of  a  complement  of  718 
men  and  boys,  had  eight  killed  ;  Captain  Berry  (slightly). 
Lieutenant  John  Aitkin  Blow,  Mr.  Philip  Bridge  (boat- 
swain). Messieurs  Edward  West,  Granville  Proby,  and 
lliomas  Cole  (midshipmen),  and  58  seamen  and  marines 
wounded.  The  Lion,  out  of  her  crew  of  300,  had  Mr.  Hugh 
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Roberts  (midshipman)  and  seven  seamen  and  marines  killed, 
and  Mr.  Alexander  Hood  (midshipman)  and  37  seamen  and 
marines  wounded.  The  Penelope  had  one  killed  and  three 
wounded^  as  already  stated,  making  the  total  British  loss 
amount  to  17  killed  and  101  wounded.  The  Ghiillaume 
Tell  had  upwards  of  200  killed  and  wounded  in  this 
heroic  defence.  The  persevering  gallantry  of  Captain 
Blackwood,  his  oiiicers  and  crew,  to  which  the  Giiiilaume 
Tell  owed  her  capture,  deserves  every  praise  ;  for  had  it  not 
l>ceii  for  the  Penelope's  knocking  away  the  topnia.'sts  of  the 
French  ship,  she  would,  in  all  probability,  have  escaped. 
Nor  should  the  gallantry  of  Captain  Dixon  be  forgotten. 

The  Guillaume  Tell  was  taken  in  tow  by  the  Penelope, 
and  carried  to  Syracuse*  and  being  jury  rigged,  sailed  for 
and  arrived  at  Portsmouth :  she  was  added  to  the  British 
navy  by  the  name  of  Malta,*  in  which,  except  the  Tonnant, 
she  was  the  largest  two-decked  ship. 

On  the  5th  of  April,  a  British  squadron,  consisting  of 
the  74-gnn  ship  Leviathan,  Captain  James  Carpenter, 
bearing  the  flag  of  Rear- Admiral  Duckworth  ;  74-gun  ship 
Swiftsure,  Captain  Benjamin  Hallowell ;  and  36-gun  frigate 
Emerald,  Captain  Thomas  Moutray  Waller,  whilst  cruizing 
off  Cadiz,  fdl  in  with  a  Spanish  convoy  of  13  sail,  under 
the  protection  of  three  frigates.  At  8h.  a.m.  on  the  6th, 
tlie  Eraeraki  captured  a  ship  of  the  convoy  mounting  ten 
guns,  with  a  crew  of  70  men;  but  at  day-brca];,  the  re- 
mainder of  the  convoy  were  out  of  sisrht,  with  thu  excep- 
tion of  a  brig  which  lay  becalmed  near  the  Emerald.  Lieu* 

*  Subjoined  are  the  dimensions  of  the  Gnillauiae  Tell,  and  also  of 
the  largest  British-built  two-decked  sliip  at  tliat  time  in  the  service  ; 
to  which  is  added  that  of  the  largest  two-decked  ship  at  present  in  the 
royilnavy:— 


■1 


Length  of 
Gun  Deck. 


Extreme 
BroacUii. 


Tons. 


Malta  flfite  Guillaume  Tell) 

Foudiuyaul  

Vanguard  


Ft.  In. 

183  ^ 

190  0 


Ft.  In. 


51  7 
50  7 
57  0 


2,2G5 
2,062 
2,608 
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tenant  Mark  Ghregory,  with  the  boats  of  the  Leviathan  and 
Emerald,  was  sent  to  board  the  brig,  and  after  a  sharp  con- 
test of  forty  niiimtes,  ghe  was  carried  \\  itlioiit  any  loss  on 
either  side.  She  was  called  **Los  Anglesc,  and  mounted 
14  guns  and  six  swivels,  with  a  crew  of  46  men.  The 
British  ships  then  proceeded  in  chase  of  three  sail  seen 
from  the  mast-head  steering  different  courses ;  and  at  day- 
break on  the  7th|  the  Leviathan  arrived  up  with»  and  afiter 
a  stout  resistance  captured,  the  Spanish  34-gun  frigates 
Carmen  and  Florentiiia.  Tlic  frii^ates  toi^ctlier  sustained  a 
loss  of  50  men  killed  and  wounded.  The  Carmen  and  Flo- 
rentina  were  ships  of  DOO  tons,  and  were  added  to  the  Jiri- 
tish  navy  under  the  same  names. 

On  the  13th  of  Aprilj  the  cutter  belonging  to  the  1 6-gun 
brig  Calypso,  Captain  Joseph  Baker,  commanded  by  Mr. 
William  Buckley  (master),  being  dispatched  in  shore  under 
Cape  Tiburon,  at  llh.  a.m.,  fell  in  with  and  gallantly 
boarded  the  French  privateer  schooner  Diligente,  mounting 
six  guns,  with  a  crew  of  39  men.  Notwithstanding  that  a 
heavy  fire  of  musketry  was  opened  upon  the  boat  at  >he 
approached,  the  privateer  was  captured ;  and  on  the  part  of 
the  boat's  crew  only  one  man  was  wounded.  The  Dihgente 
had  seven  badly  wounded. 

The  port  of  Genoa,  being  in  the  possession  of  the  French, 
was  closely  blockaded  by  t£e  squadron  under  Vice- Admiral 
Luid  Keith  in  person.  Frequent  bombardments  took  place 
under  the  orders  of  Captain  1  iiilip  Beaver,  of  the  25-£^un 
frigate  Aurora.  The  French,  suiteriiif]^  much  injury  from 
these  repeated  attacks,  determined,  if  possible,  to  capture 
the  boats  and  gun-vessels  employed  on  the  service,  and 
accordingly  £tted  out  a  Hotilla,  consisting  of  one  very  lai^ 
galley,  called  the  Prima  (rowing  52  oars  and  mounting  two 
long  brass  36-pounders,  besides  smaller  guns),  an  armed 
cutter,  three  settees,  and  several  gun-boats.  On  the  20th 
of  May  this  flotilla  ventured  out  and  attacked  the  Auda- 
cious, the  shot  from  the  galley  hulHni:^  her  several  times ; 
and  at  sunset  took  up  a  position  under  the  guns  of  the 
two  moles  and  the  city  bastions.  The  British  boats,  how- 
ever, stood  in  shore  for  the  fourth  time  to  attack  the  town 
and  shipping,  and  at  a  little  past  midnight  opened  their 
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Hre.  This  was  returned  by  the  batteries ;  but  more  espe- 
cially by  the  Priina»  which  was  by  this  time  moored  with 
chains  close  to  the  inside  of  the  eastern  mole  head. 

Captain  Beaver,  feeling  the  elFect  of  her  long  guns,  de- 
termined to  attack  this  vessel,  and,  if  possible,  to  carry  her 
by  boarding ;  and;  accordirigly,  selecting  ten  boats,  carry- 
ing in  all  about  100  officers  and  men,  proceeded  on  this 
perilous  service.  In  the  darkness  which  prevailed,  the 
boats  fell  in  with  agim-boat,  which  commenced  firing  upoa 
them»  but  without  taldng  notice  of  this  enemy  they  dashed 
alongside  the  Prima.  The  gunwale  of  the  gsJley  projected 
three  feet  from  the  side,  and  this  was  surmounted  by  a 
strong  bulwark,  on  the  top  of  which  were  mounted  blun- 
derbusses and  wall-pieces;  the  oars  also  were  hnnked,  and 
their  looms  or  handles  secured  down  to  the  thwarts,  and 
the  crew  available  for  her  defence  amounted  to  257  men, 
which,  alarmed  by  the  firing  of  the  gun-boat,  were  all  pre- 
pared for  the  attack.  The  Haarlem's  boat,  commanded  by 
Mr.  John  Caldwell,  midshipman,  pushing  under  the  oars, 
was  the  first  to  get  alongside,  and  boarded  her  on  the  star- 
board side.  Other  boats  quickly  succeeded,  and  at  the 
same  time  Captain  Beaver,  in  the  Minotaur's  cutter,  and 
Lieutenant  William  Gibson,  in  the  VestaVs  launch,  by 
means  of  the  images  over  the  rudder  head  and  on  her  quar* 
ters,  gained  a  footing  on  the  poop-deck,  where  a  consider- 
able number  of  French  soldiers  were  stationed.  A  short 
but  desperate  struggle  ensued,  but  it  ended  in  the  capture 
of  the  galley,  which  was  very  soon  released  from  her  moor- 
ings and  in  tow  of  the  British  boats.  The  galley  slaves, 
without  any  coercion,  readily  manned  the  oars,  and,  in 
the  teeth  of  a  tremendous  fire  of  shot  and  shell,  the  Prima 
was  conveyed  in  safety  alongside  the  Minotaur. 

So  sudden  and  weU-ooncerted  was  the  attack,  that  the 
loas  was  slight  on  the  part  of  the  galley,  amounting  only  to 
one  man  kUled  and  15  wounded ;  and  on  the  side  of  the 
British,  only  five  men  wounded.  The  Prima  measured  159 
feet  in  length,  and  in  breadth  23  feet  6  inches.  In  her  hold 
w^ere  30  large  brass  swivels,  intended  to  have  been  mounted 
on  her  poop  and  forecastle. 

On  the  1st  of  July,  Kear-Admiral  Sir  John  Warren, 
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having  received  information  that  a  large  convoy  was  at  an- 

cliur  under  the  island  of  Nourmoutier,  determined  on  dis- 
patching the  boats  of  the  squadron  to  aUempt  its  capture 
or  destruction.  The  convoy  was  under  the  protection  of 
Hxe  20-gun  corvette  Therese^  a  1 2 -gun  lugger*  an  armed 
cutter^  and  two  schooners,  mounting  each  six  guns.  These, 
together  with  the  convoy*  were  at  anchor  inside  the  sands* 
at  ttie  hottom  of  the  bay»  under  cover  of  numerous  batte- 
ries and  guns,  planted  in  the  best  positions  for  their  de- 
fence. The  boats,  having  assembled  aloTi<rside  the  Fisgard, 
departed  on  this  service  as  soon  as  the  night  closed  in. 
They  were  in  three  divisions,  and  altogether  contained  192 
officers,  seamen,  and  marines*  commanded  by  Lieutenants 
Henry  Burke,  of  the  Renown*  assisted  by  Lieutenant  Wil« 
liam  Dean  (Fisgard)*  and  Lieutenants  of  Marines  John 
Thompson,  G*  H.  Ballinghall  (Renown),  M.  A.  Gerard 
(Fisgard),  and  William  Garrett  and  Hugh  Hutton,  of  the 
Defence.  At  about  midnight  the  boats  got  amongst  the 
convoy,  and,  after  a  very  o))^tiiiate  resistance,  captured  the 
Therese  and  three  of  the  armed  vessels,  together  with  15 
sail  of  merchant  ships*  laden  with  com,  iiour,  and  other 
provisions  and  necessaries  for  the  fleet  in  Brest.  The  prizes 
could  not  be  brought  off*  and  Lieutenant  Burke  ordered 
them  to  be  destroyed,  which  was  done  effectually. 

Having  performed  this  exploit  without  any  loss,  the  boats 
were  on  their  retiuu  to  the  ships  ;  but  before  getting  out  of 
reach  of  the  batteries,  tlirough  ignorance  of  the  proper 
cliamiel,  grounded  on  a  sand  bank,  and,  unable  to  extricate 
themselves,  were  in  ten  minutes  left  high  and  dry.  in  this 
helpless  situation  the  party  became  exposed  to  an  incessant 
fire  from  tiie  forts*  and  also  from  about  400  soldiers.  No* 
thing  daunted  by  their  perilous  situation*  part  of  the  boats* 
crews  managed  to  get  possession  of  one  of  the  French  row- 
boats,  which  still  ruinained  aHoat,  and  in  this  vessel  100 
officers  and  men  succeeded  in  passing  between  and  over  the 
sands,  and  reached  their  ships  ;  but  92,  includiuii-  Lieute- 
nants Burke,  Thompson,  and  Ballinghall,  who  were  wounded, 
were  obliged  to  surrender  themselves  prisoners.  The  ex- 
treme gallantry  of  this  affair  does  away  with  the  misfortune 
which  attended  the  latter  part  of  it*  and  it  deserves  to  be 
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numbered  amongst  the  many  heroic  achievements  of  this 
natoxe  for  ivhich  British  seamen  stand  pre-eminent. 
On  the  6th  of  Jidy,  Captain  Henry  Imnan,  who,  in  the 

32-gun  fiigute  Andromeda,  was  entrusted  with  a  squadron 
for  the  purpose  of  destroying  some  French  fris^ates  lying  iu 
Dunkirk,  dispatched  Captain  Patrick  Cam])l)cll,  in  the  30- 
gun  corvette  Dart,*  having  with  him  the  Biter  and  Boxer 
gun-brigs,  Lieutenants  Samuel  Norman  and  Thomas  Gil- 
bert ;  four  fire  ships — ^Wasp,  Falcon,  Comet,  and  Roaario» 
Captains  John  Edwards,  Hemry  Samuel  Butt,  Thomas 
Leep,  and  James  Carthew,  together  with  cutters  and  small 
craft  on  this  service.  The  Dart  and  her  companions  in  the 
evening  made  all  sail  in  shore,  and  at  midnight  got  sight  of 
the  enemy,  which  consisted  of  the  24 -pounder  44-gun  fri- 
gate Poursuivante,  and  4U-gnn  frifrates  Carma£;-nole,D^ir^, 
and  Incorruptible,  wiiich  were  moored  in  line  ahead. 

The  Dart  was  hailed  on  approaching  the  outermost  fri- 
gate, and  asked  from  whence  she  came ;  to  which  Captain 
Campbell  answered  De  Bordeaux.'*  They  next  desired 
to  know  what  the  vessels  astern  were ;  but  Captain  Camp- 
bell, being  by  this  time  past  her,  replied,  "  Je  ne  sais 
pas."  Determined  to  do  the  work  effectually,  Captain 
Campbell  continued  his  course  for  the  inside  frigate,  and 
passed  on  unmolested  until  abreast  of  the  third  frigate, 
which  fired  a  broadside  at  the  Dart.  This  salute  the  Dart 
returned  from  her  Id  carronades  double-shotted,  and, 
quickly  reloading,  was  prepared  for  the  next  ship.  Having 
&e  cable  passed  aft,  she  let  go  her  anchor,  which  brought 
her  up  by  the  stem  ;  but  not  before  she  had  run  the  D^sir^ 
on  board,  her  jib-boom  passing  under  the  frigate's  forestay. 
The  first  lieutenant  (James  McDermeit),  at  the  head  of 
about  50  seamen  and  marines,  immediately  sprang  up  the 


*  The  Dart  and  Arrow  were  experimental  Tassels,  built  from  the 
plans  of  Samuel  Bentham,  Esq.  They  were  sharp,  both  forward  and 
aft,  like  a  wherry,  and  sailed  very  fast  in  fine  weather ;  their  rig  was 

peculiar,  and  altogether  they  were  perfect  originals.  The  armament 
of  the  Dart  was  50  carronades,  32-pounders,  fitted  on  the  non^rtcoil 
principle,  which,  whatever  might  have  been  its  disadvaiita^t  s,  t  uabied 
the  men  to  load  and  fire  with  great  celerity.  Her  complement  was 
only  120  men. 
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frigate's  forecastle,  and  in  a  short  time  the  British  sailors 
were  in  })u^^essiou  of  the  deck ;  but  Lieutenant  McDer- 
mcit  was  badly  wonnded  in  the  arm,  and  the  Freiirh  rrew, 
which  amounted  to  between  200  and  300  men,  obsei  vuig  the 
small  number  of  the  British,  was  about  to  rally,  which  being 
made  known  to  Captain  Campbell,  Lieutenant  W.  J.  Fearce* 
with  a  second  division  of  boarders,  was  ordered  to  board, 
and  coming  to  their  assistance,  reduced  the  crew  of  the 
Desiree  to  subjection. 

In  15  minutes  from  tlie  commencement  the  cables  of  the 
Desiree  were  cut  and  the  ship  underway  ;  and  this  dashing 
exploit  was  performed  with  the  loss  of  only  one  sea- 
man killed,  and  Lieutenant  McDermeit,  Mr.  James  Hall 
(master's  mate),  and  nine  seamen  and  marines  wounded. 
The  loss  on  board  the  D^ir^  was  computed  at  100  killed 
and  wounded. 

The  fire-ships  were  admirably  conducted,  and  were  not 
abandoned  until  completely  in  flames.  Captain  Thomas 
Leep  and  one  seaman  were  wounded  by  the  explosion  of 
the  Comet.  The  frigates,  however,  by  dint  of  extraordinary- 
exertion,  cut  then*  cables  and  avoided  them.  The  D^sir^e 
was  got  over  the  bar  with  some  difficulty,  and,  being  a  fine 
new  ship  of  1,015  tons,  was  added  to  the  British  navy,  and 
was  soon  afterwards  commissioned  by  Captain  Inman. 
Ca])tain  Campbell,  being  posted,  was  appointed  to  the 
Ariadne. 

Willie  the  Dart  was  attackinpr  the  Debircc,  the  hired 
armed  cutters  Kent  and  Ann,  Lieutenants  Robert  liaron 
Cooban  and  Robert  Young,  spiritedlyengaged  several  French 
gun-boats,  in  which  both  had  one  man  wounded.  The  gun 
brig  Biter  had  her  commander  wounded  on  the  same  ser- 
vice. 

On  the  26th  of  July,  Acting  lieutenant  Jeremiah  Cogh- 
lan,  commanding  the  lO-guu  cutter  Viper,  attached  to  the 
squadron  of  Sir  Edward  Pellew,  which  was  watching  Port 
Louis,  proposed  to  the  commodore  to  cut  out  a  French 
gun-brig,  mounting  three  long  24-pounders  and  four  6- 
pounders,  moored,  with  springs  on  her  cables,  within  pistol- 
shot  of  three  batteries,  and  within  a  mile  of  a  French  74 
and  two  frigates.   Permission  being  granted.  Lieutenant 
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Coghlan  was  accordingly  entrusted  witfi  a  ten-oared  cutter, 

manned  by  twelve  volunteers  from  the  squadron,  to  which 

lie  added  Mr.  Silas  Hiscutt  Paddon  (midshipman)  and  six 

seamen,  from  the  Viper,  making  a  total  of  twenty  men. 

Another  boat  from  the  Amethyst  and  one  from  the  Viper  also 

accompanied  them.    As  thejr  approached,  it  was  disoorered 

that  the  brig  was  fully  prepared;  but,  although  the  other 

boats  were  a  great  way  astern.  Lieutenant  Coghlau  pushed 

on  and  boarded  the  brig  on  the  quarter.  Owing  to  the  ex- 
treme darkness  of  the  night,  the  leader  of  this  daring  party 

jumped  into  a  trawl  net,  which  was  liuni^-  up  to  dry,  and 
while  thus  eatan£z;led  he  was  wounded  in  the  this^h  by  a 
pike  ;  several  of  his  men  were  also  wounded,  and  the  whole, 
after  nmch  severe  hgkting,  forced  back  into  their  boat* 
Having  hauled  further  ahead,  another  attempt  was  made, 
but  the  boarders  were  a  second  time  repulsed.   The  third 
attempt  was  more  successful;  and  the  Cerb^  was  earned^ 
with  the  loss,  out  of  a  crew  of  87  men,  of  six  men  killed 
and  20  wounded,  including  all  her  officers.  Lieutenant 
Coghhin  and  Mr.  Paddon  \vere  both  severely  wounded,  the 
former  in  two,  and  the  latter  in  six  i)laces,  and  one  seaman 
was  killed  and  eight  wounded.  The  other  boats  now  joining, 
took  the  prize  in  tow,  and  she  was  brought  out  under  a  heavy 
but  ineffectual  fire  from  the  batteries.    Mr.  Coghlan,  al« 
thoiigh  he  had  not  served  his  proper  time,  was  confirmed  in 
his  rank  of  lieutenant,  and  the  officers  and  men  of  the  squa- 
dron bearing  testimony  to  the  extreme  gallantry  of  the  nffm, 
generously  relinquished  aU  claim  to  the  prize  in  favour  of 
those  immediately  concerned  in  her  capture. 

On  the  4th  of  Auo^ust,  the  British  6'4-g:un  sbi])  ]-ielli(iueux. 
Captain  Rowley  Bulteel,  bein^^  ott  tlie  coast  of  Brazil,  hav- 
ing a  fleet  of  outward-bound  East  Indiamen  under  her  pro- 
tection, fell  in  with  the  French  40-gun  frigate  Concorde, 
Commodore  J.  F.  Landolphe ;  d6-gun  frigates  M^d^  and 
Franchise,  Captains  J.  D.  Coudin  and  Pierre  Jurien,  and 
a  prize  schooner  tender.  At  7h.  the  French  squadron  stood 
towards  the  convoy ;  but  at  noon,  having  approached  within 
a  few  miles,  the  warlike  appearance  of  the  China  siiips 
induced  the  French  ships  to  bear  up  under  all  sail,  steering 
diHerent  courses.   The  Belliqueux  chased  the  Concorde, 
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and  directed  the  four  Indiamen— Exeter,  Captain  Henry 
Meriton»  with  the  Bombay  Castle,  Coutts,  and  Neptune, 

Captains  John  Hamilton,  Robert  Torin,  and  Nathaniel 
Spens — to  pursue  the  M^dee.  The  Concorde  was  overtaken 
and  captured  by  the  Belliqueux  at  5h.  30m.  p.m.,  after  a 
short  resistance ;  and  the  Exeter,  at  7h.  p.m.,  ranging  up 
alongpside  the  M6d6e,  with  all  her  ports  up.  Captain  Meri* 
ton  demanded  the  surrender  of  the  fiigate.  This,  to  the 
infinite  surprise  of  Captain  Meriton,  was  instantly  complied 
with»  the  French  captain  fully  believing  his  frigate  to  be 
under  the  guns  of  a  hne- of- battle  >liip,  and  therefore  con- 
sidered any  attempt  at  defence  to  ])e  fruitless.  The  Fran- 
chise e^c;i|j(  (1  in  the  night  witli  '^ome  difiiculty. 

On  the  2Uth  of  August,  the  iiritish  38-gun  frigate  Seine, 
Captain  David  Milne,  while  cruizing  in  the  Mona  passage. 
West  Indies,  observed  at  8h.  30m.  a.m.  the  French  38-gun 
frigate  Vengeance,  Captain  Fichot,  and  immediately  made 
all  sail  in  chase.  The  French  frigate  being  unable,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  wind  coming  from  the  northward,  to  weather 
Cape  liai)hael,  on  the  St.  Domingo  shore,  bore  up  iiud  made 
all  sail  before  the  wind.  At  a  little  past  noon  the  wind 
again  came  from  the  eastward,  but  was  very  hght,  and  it 
was  not  until  llh.  30m.  p.m.  that  the  Seine  was  enabled 
to  bring  the  chase  to  dose  action.  Before  midnight  the 
Seine  was  so  much  cut  up  in  her  sails  and  rigging,  tiiat  she 
dropped  astern,  nor  could  she  regain  her  position  until  8h. 
A.M.  on  the  21st;  when  she  succeeded  in  getting  alongside 
tljt  Vengeance,  and  a  close  action  continued  until  lOh. 
3Um.  A.M.,  when  the  French  fri prate  having  lost  her  fore  and 
mizen  mast^  and  main  topmast,  ail  of  ^vl^eh  fell  in  l^oard, 
and  being  very  much  shattered  in  her  hull,  surrendered. 
The  Seine  lost  none  of  her  spars,  but  her  mainmast  was 
'  badly  wounded.  Her  loss,  out  of  281  men  and  boys, 
amounted  to  Lieutenant  George  Milne  and  12  seamen  killed, 
and  Lieutenant  Archibald  Macdonald,  of  the  marines,  tlie 
master  (Mr.  Andrew  Barclay),  Mr.  Home  (captain's  clerk), 
and  23  seamen  and  marines  wounded.  The  ^  i  n::eance, 
out  of  a  crew  of  326  men,  had  oO  killed  and  70  \\ onnded. 
This  is  another  action  w'herein  the  advantage  to  tjie  enemy 

was  that  necessary  to  confer  a  high  degree  of  honour  on  the 
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victors.  The  Vengeance  was  a  fine  ship  of  1,180  tons, 
and  was  added  to  the  Britiah  navy  under  the  same  name* 

lieutenant  Edward  Chetham  (fiist),  of  the  Seme,  was  pro- 
moted  to  the  rank  of  commander  soon  after  the  arrival  of 

the  Seine  and  her  prize  at  Port  Royal,  Jamaica. 

On  the  24th  of  .August,  the  French  40-guu  frigates 
Diane  ;md  Justice  sailed  from  the  hra  bour  of  Valetta,  in 
the  l)ope  of  evnrlin*]:  the  vigilance  of  the  British  cruizers, 
but  they  were  quickly  perceived  by  the  British  squadron, 

under  Captain  George  Martin,  connlsting  of  the  74-gun 
ships  Northumberland  and  O^n^reux,  and  32-gun  frigate 
Success,  Captain  Shuldham  Peard,  which  latter  having 
closed  with  the  Diane,  in  a  short  time  compelled  her  to 
surrender.  The  Diane  had  only  1 14  men  of  her  crew  on 
boaiil  when  she  commenced  the  action,  which  must  account 
for  her  trittinpr  resistance.  Tlie  Justice  effected  her  escape. 
The  ])iize,  a  line  tliij)  of  1,140  tons,  was  added  to  the  Bri- 
tish navy  under  the  name  of  Niobe. 

On  the  29th  of  August,  Lieutenant  Henry  Burke,  stilL  of 
the  Renown«  being  released  from  French  prison,  was  fa- 
voured with  another  opportunity  of  distinguishing  himself* 
As  the  squadron  of  Sir  John  Warren  was  passing  along  the 
Spanish  coast,  a  ship  was  observed  running  into  Kio,  and 
this  vessel  having  sheltered  herself  under  the  batteries  near 
Redondella,  it  was  determined  to  cut  her  out.  Lieutenant 
Burke  was  accordingly  entrusted  with  20  hoats  belonging 
to  the  squadron,  with  which  he  proceeded  to  the  attack. 
At  a  little  past  midnight,  the  boats  were  observed  in  their 
approach  by  the  enemy,  which  was  the  Spanish  18-gun 
privateer  Gu6pe,  having  a  crew  of  1 60  men,  who  gave  a 
cheer,  to  shew  they  were  prepared  for  the  attack.  The 
boats,  however,  dashed  on,  and  in  fifteen  niinutes  the 
Guepe  was  carried,  with  the  loss  to  the  British  of  three  sea- 
men and  one  marine  killed;  and  Lieutenants  Burke,  John 
Henry  Holmes,  and  Joseph  Nourse  (of  the  Courageux),  12 
seamen,  and  five  marines  wounded.  The  Guepe  had  25 
men  killed,  her  commander  (mortally)  and  39  wounded, 
lieutenant  Burke  was  most  deservedly  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  commander  immediately  afterwards. 

On  the  5th  of  September,  General  Vaubois  and  Rear- 
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Admiral  ViDeneuye  on  the  part  of  the  French,  and  Major 

Gteneral  Pigott  and  Captain  Martin  on  behalf  of  the  Eng- 
lish, executed  the  terms  of  capituliilioii  for  the  fortress  of 
Valetta  and  its  dependencies ;  and  on  the  same  day  Malta 
was  taken  possession  of  by  the  British  forces.  In  the  port 
were  two  64-gun  ships,  the  Ath^nien  and  Dego,  with  the 
frigate  Carthagenaise.  The  Ath^nien  being  a  fine  ship, 
was  added  to  tibe  British  navy. 

On  the  drd  of  September,  the  British  74-gun  ship  Mi« 
notaur.  Captain  Thomas  Louis,  and  fri^^ate  Niger,  armed 
en  flute.  Captain  James  Hillyar,  cruizing  off  Barccloiia, 
perceived  the  Spanish  2 '2 -gun  corvettes  Esmeralda  and 
Paz  at  anchor  in  the  roads.  It  was  determined  on  to 
attempt  to  cut  them  out;  and  eight  boats,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Hillyar,  assisted  by  Lieutenants  Chas. 
March  Schomberg  and  Thomas  Warrand;  Midshipmen 
James  Lowry  and  Richard  Standish  Haly ;  Mr.  James  Reid, 
master;  and  Lieutenant  John  Jewel,  of  the  marines,  pro- 
ceeded towards  the  shore  at  8h.  p.m.  As  they  a])|)i  oached, 
the  Esmeralda  fired  her  broadside ;  hut  before  she  could 
reload  her  guns,  the  boats  were  all  alongside,  and  she  was 
boarded  and  gallantly  carried,  after  the  resistance  of  a 
few  minutes.  The  Paz  cut  her  cables  and  endeavoured  to 
run  ashore  as  soon  as  the  cheers  of  the  boarding  party  an* 
nounced  the  surrender  of  the  Esmeralda;  but  the  boats 
reached  her  before  she  could  eiFect  this,  and  the  Paz  also 
was  brought  out,  notwithstanding  a  heavy  fire  from  four 
batteries,  ten  gun-boats,  and  two  schooners,  and  a  fort  on  an 
eminence,  which  threw  shells.  The  British  loss  amounted 
to  two  seamen  and  one  marine  killed,  Mr.  Reid  (master  of 
the  Minotaur)  and  four  seamen  wounded.  The  Spaniards 
had  four  killed  and  21  wounded.  The  Esmeralda  and  Paz 
•wete  laden  with  provisions  and  stores.  This,  under  all  the 
circumstances,  was  a  most  gallant  affair. 

On  the  13th  of  SeiJlLinbcr,  the  Dutch  authorities  at 
Curaroa  sent  a  de])utation  to  the  British  frigate  Nereide, 
claimuig  the  protection  of  England  from  the  French  revo- 
lutionaiy  jiarty  in  possession  of  the  west  end  of  the  island, 
and  the  island  was  surrendered  in  due  form  to  his  Britannic 
Majesty  by  the  governor.  Previously  to  this  event  the  port 
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of  Amsterdam  had  been  closely  watched  by  the  £ngate»  and 
also  by  the  S-gon  schooner  Active,  tender  to  the  Aberga- 
vennyt  commanded  by  Acting  lieutenant  Michael  Fitton. 
This  latter  vessel,  whose  commander  has  already*  and  will 

asrairi  be  honounibly  mentioiicd  in  these  pages,  was  sta- 
tioatd  close  to  the  htirbour  of  Amsterdam,  off  which  were 
lyincr,  moored  close  under  Fort  Piscadera,  live  or  six  French 
privateers,  the  position  of  which  was  too  strong  to  permit 
an  open  attack  to  be  made*  Lieutenant  Fitton,  having  ob- 
s^ed  that  it  was  the  custom  of  the  officers  of  the  different 
vessds  to  repair  on  shore  at  a  certain  hour  to  the  fort  to 
dine,  determined  to  create  a  little  amusement,  which  was 
all,  owing  to  his  paltry  force,  he  was  able  to  do.  Marking 
the  time  when  the  boats  quitted  the  jirivateers  as  usual,  the 
Active,  under  all  sail,  stood  in  towards  the  privateers,  and 
having  got  close  to  them,  the  schooner  brought  to,  and 
fired  two  or  three  broadsides  in  quick  succession  right 
into  the  stems  of  the  cluster  of  vessels.  Instantly  all  was 
hustle  on  board  the  latter,  and  the  fort  was  quickly  manned; 
but  lieutenant  Fitton,  having  taken  care  to  secure  a  fiEur 
wind  off  shore,  remained  as  long  as  the  safety  of  his  vessel 
permitted,  and  continued  to  fire  upon  the  privateers,  and 
also  upon  the  boats  reconveying  the  officers  from  the  fort 
to  the  vessels,  and  then  made  all  sail  out  of  gun-shot.  The 
forts  from  all  sides  quickly  opened  upon  her ;  but  having 
taken  care  to  present  her  stern  only  to  their  fire,  the  artili* 
lerists  did  not  succeed  in  hulling  her ;  but  her  sails  were 
much  cut,  and  the  shot  pitched  so  close  to  her  as  fre- 
quently to  dash  the  spray  upon  the  Tessel's  deck. 

On  the  Sth  of  October,  the  British  4-pounder  lO-gun 
scliooner  Gipsey,  tender  to  the  Leviathan,  comiiiLUided  by  Lieu- 
tenant Coryndon  Bdi^lt,  hnd  a  smart  action  off  Guadaloupe 
with  the  French  sloop  Quidproquo,  of  four  long  8-pounders 
and  98  men,  principally  soldiers,  commanded  by  M.Tour* 
pie.  After  an  engagement  of  an  hour  and  a  half  the  sloop 
surrendered,  having  her  captain  and  four  seamen  killed,  and 
11  wounded.  The  CKpsey  had  three  seamen  kiUed  and 
Lieutenant  Boger  and  nine  men  wounded. 


*  See  p.  503,  VoL  I. 
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Oii  the  27  th  October,  the  boats  of  the  38-gun  friirate 
Phaeton,  Captain  James  NicoU  Morris,  under  the  orders  of 
Lieutenant  Francis  Beaufort,  with  Lieutenant  Georg^e  Huishi 
Lieutenant  of  Marines  Duncan  Campbell,  and  Midshipmen 
Augustus  B.  Hamilton  and  Anthony  C.  Stanton,  proceeded 
to  the  attack  of  t^e  Spanish  polacre  San  Josef,  mounting 
two  24-pounders,  two  IS-pouuders,  four  1*2,  and  :?ix  4- 
pounders — total  14  guns — with  a  crew  of  .34  seamen  and 
2*2  coldiers,  ^vhich  was  lyin^  under  the  protection  of  five 
guns  on  the  fortress  of  Fuengirola,  near  Malaga.  The 
launch  being  unable  to  keep  up  with  the  barge  and  two 
cutters,  the  latter  three,  on  the  28th,  at  5h.  a.m.,  under  a 
heavy  fire  of  musketry,  boarded,  and,  in  spite  of  a  desperate 
resistance,  carried  the  polacre.  The  boats  were  also  fired 
at  by  a  French  privateer  schooner,  which  liad  entered  the 
ruiid^tead  unseen.  One  sc'iinan  was  killed,  and  Lieutenant 
Beaufort  (severely).  Lieutenant  Campbell,  and  IMr.  Hamil- 
ton, and  one  seaman  wounded.  The  ban  Josef  had  19 
men  wounded.  The  prize  was  commissioned  as  a  British 
sloop  of  war,  and  named  the  Calp^ ;  but  the  command  of 
her  was  not,  as  it  should  have  been,  conferred  upon  Lieu- 
tenant Beaufort,  whose  gallantry  so  well  merited  it. 

On  the  13th  of  November,  a  very  gallant  action  was 
fought  off  Oporto,  between  the  16-gun  schooner  Mil- 
brook,  Lieutenant  Matthew  Smith,  and  the  Bellone,  French 
privateer,  of  80  p;nns.     The  ship  was  discovered  at  daylight  ; 

and  the  Miibrook,  by  the  aid  of  her  sweeps,  closed, 
and,  at  8h,  a.m.,  commenced  the  action  with  this  formi- 
dable enemy*  The  reason  which  induced  Lieutenant  Smith 
to  seek  so  unequal  an  opponent  is  to  he  found  in  the  nature 
of  the  Milbrook's  armament,  which  consisted  of  sixteen 
18-pounder  carronades,  fitted  on  the  non-recoil  principle. 
Lieutenant  Smith  was  exceedingly  sanguine  as  to  the  ad- 
vantages his  vessel  possessed  in  this  respect,  and  rejoiced 
in  the  opportunity  horded  of  proviiig  the  ethcacy  of  the 
plan ;  and  it  will  be  seen  that  he  did  not  altogether  over- 
rate the  powers  of  his  little  vessel.  The  action  was  fought 
within  musket-shot,  and  so  rapid  and  effective  was  the  fire 
from  the  British  schooner,  tlmt  at  lOh.  p.m.  the  Bellone's 
colours  were  hauled  down. 

VOL.  il.  c 
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The  Milbrook  bad  received  much  damage*  and  not  haTing 
a  boat  that  would  swim,  was  unable  to  take  poaaeasion  of 
her  prize ;  and  the  Bellone,  availiiig  herself  of  the  circum- 
stance, and  of  a  light  air  of  wind,  made  all  sail,  and,  re* 

hoisting  her  colours,  escaped. 

Out  of  the  47  men  wiiich  composed  the  crew  of  the  M3- 
hrook,  eight  seamen  and  one  marine  were  severely  wound- 
ed; and  Mr.  Thomas  Fletcher  (the  master),  Mr.  J.  Pariter 
(autgeon'a  mate),  and  one  seaman,  slightly  wounded.  The 
Bdlone  mounted  24  long  S-pounders  on  her  main-deck, 
and  six  brass  36-pounder  caxronades  on  her  quarter-deck 
and  forecastle,  with  a  crew  of  250  men ;  of  wluch  number 
she  had  2(J  killed,  aau  45  wounded,  iuciudmg  her  captain. 
For  this  service  Lieutenant  Smith  was  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  commander  ;  imd  the  merchants  of  Oporto,  to  mark  tiieir 
sense  of  his  gallantry,  presented  him  with  a  piece  of  plate 
of  £50  value. 

On  the  17th  of  November,  the  British  74-gun  ship  Cap- 
tain, Captain  Sir  Richard  Strachan,  and  d2-gun  frigate 
Magicienne,  Captain  William  Ogilvy,  with  the  luggers  Nice 

and  Suwarrow,  while  cruizing  near  the  Morbihan,  chased 
into  Port  Navalo  the  French  20-gun  corvette  R6olaise.  In 
the  evening,  the  boats  of  the  squadron,  under  Lieutenant 
William  Hennah,  assisted  by  Lieutenants  Charles  Clyde 
and  Richard  W.  Clarke,  proceeded  to  the  attack  of  the  cor- 
vette. The  boats  approached  in  spite  of  a  heavy  fire  from 
all  sides  of  the  shore,  and,  after  a  short  struggle,  the 
B&klaise  was  captured.  As  die  risk  would  have  been  too 
great  to  attempt  to  carry  her  off,  she  was  set  on  fire  and 
destroyed.  One  seaman  killed  and  seven  wounded  was 
the  only  loss  sustained  by  the  British. 

On  the  lUtk  of  December,  the  arjiied  16-gun  brig  Ad- 
miral Pasley,  Lieutenant  Charles  Nevin,  was  captured  off 
Ceuta  by  two  large  Spanish  gun-boats,  after  a  very  gallant 
defence,  in  which  she  had  three  seamen  kiUed,  and  I^ute* 
nant  Nevin,  Mr.  Oibbs  (the  master),  and  dght  seamen 
wounded. 
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This  year,  the  northern  powers,  taking  offence  at  the 
right  of  search  insisted  upon  by  the  British  cruizers,  and 
also  from  certain  political  causes,  formed  an  alliance,  with 

the  ultimate  object  of  subduing  the  power  of  England. 
Russia,  Sweden,  and  Pmssia,  were  united  in  this  league; 
and  havin":  assumed  a  menacintr  attitude,  rendered  a  cor- 
responding  measure  imperative  on  the  British  government. 
Spain  and  Portugal,  in  the  month  of  February,  formed  a 
treaty  of  alliance ;  and  thus  England  was  in  effect,  single 
handed,  at  war  with  all  the  world.  But,  to  proceed  in 
chronological  order,  we  must  for  the  present  dismiss  these 
subjects,  and  first  record  the  events  preceding  those  conse- 
quent upon  tlie  armed  neutrality  of  tlie  northern  powers. 

On  the  8rd  of  January,  five  hoats  from  the  38-gun  fri- 
gate iVle]  pome  lie.  Captain  Sir  Ciiarles  Hamilton,  under  the 
orders  of  Lieutenants  Thomas  Dick  and  William  Palmer, 
with  Lieutenants  William  Vivyan  (of  the  marines)  and 
Christie  (of  the  African  corps),  proceeded  to  the  attack  of 
a  French  18-gun  brig-corvette  and  a  schooner,  anchored  in 
the  S6n6gal  River.  At  9h.  30m.  p.m.,  the  boats  pushed  off 
from  the  Melpomene,  and  pulled  in  safety  through  tlie  surf 
caused  by  the  lluud  tide  which  hroke  lieu\  iiy  on  the  bar, 
without  heini^-  seen  from  tlic  battery  at  the  point ;  and 
atllh.  10m.  arrived  within  a  few  yards  of  the  brig's 
bows  before  they  were  discovered.  The  brig  then  opened 
fire  from  her  bow  guns,  and  at  the  first  discharge  Lieute- 
nant Palmer  and  seven  men  were  killed,  and  two  boats  were 
sunk.  The  remaining  three  boats  dashed  on,  boarded  the 
brig,  and,  after  a  \  eiy  Liud  hiiht  of  twenty  minutes,  carried 
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the  corvette  S^^gal,  on  board  which  were  60  men,  com- 
manded bv  Citizen  Renotl, 

The  schooner  cut  her  cable  and  took  shelter  under  a 
battery  on  the  ^oiith  side  of  the  river.  The  brisf  was  got 
Tinder  sail ;  but,  owiog  to  the  ebbing  of  the  tide  and  a  want 
of  knowledge  of  the  river,  she  grounded  on  the  bar«  and  it 
was  found  necessary  to  quit  her ;  and  the  boats,  after  pu]l« 
ing  through  a  very  heavy  8urf»  exposed  to  a  fire  of  grape 
and  musketry  from  the  shore,  returned  to  the  Melpomene. 
The  brig  was  soon  up  to  her  gunwales  in  the  quicksand, 
and  was,  as  a  matter  of  course,  totally  destroyed.  The 
loss  of  the  British  amounted  to  lieutenants  Pahner  and 
Vivyan,  Mr.  Robert  Main  (midshipman),  six  seamen,  one 
marine,  and  a  corporal  of  the  African  corps,  kiUed;  and 
Lieutenant  Christie,  Mr.  John  Hendric  (master's  mate), 
Mr.  Robert  Darling  (surgeon's  mate),  ten  seamen,  and  five 
marines,  wounded:  total,  11  killed,  and  18  wounded. 

On  the  1 7th  of  January,  in  the  evening,  the  Eclair  French 
schooner,  mounting  four  long  guns  and  20  s\vivels,  with  a 
crew  of  45  men,  having  anchored  under  the  protection  of 
two  batteries  at  Trois  Rivieres,  Guadaloupe,  the  Gar- 
land tender,  accompanied  by  the  boats  of  the  Daphne, 
Cyane,  and  Hornet,  under  the  command  of  lieutenants 
Kenneth  Mackenzie  and  Francis  Peachey,  proceeded  in 
shore  to  endeavour  to  cut  her  out. 

The  Garland,  having  on  board  Lieutenant  Peachey,  to* 
gether  with  25  seamen  and  marines,  however,  undertook 
the  business  alone  ;  and  this  vessel,  having  succeeded  at  day- 
light on  the  18th  in  getting  alongside,  after  a  short  struggle, 
captured  her,  with  the  slight  loss  to  the  British  of  two  men 
Ivilled  and  three  wounded.  The  Eclair  was  a  fine  vessd  of 
145  tons,  and  was  added  to  the  British  navy  as  a  12-gun 
schooner. 

On  the  26th  of  January,  the  French  86-gun  frigate  D4- 
daigneuse,  bound  from  Cayenne  to  Rochefort,  was  chased 
off  Cape  Finisterre  by  the  British  32-gun  frigate  Giseau, 
Captain  Samuel  Hood  Linzee,  which  being  joined  by  the 
frigates  Sirius  and  Amethyst,  Captains  Richard  King  and 
John  Cooke,  the  D^daigneuse  was  captured,  after  a  running 
fight  of  40  minutes,  in  which  she  had  20  men  killed  and 
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wounded.   The  IMdaigneuse  was  a  ship  of  900  tons,  and, 

under  the  same  name,  was  added  to  the  British  navv. 

The  schooner  Active,  whose  adyeature  under  Fort  Pisca- 
deia  we  have  just  related,*  having  returned  to  Port  Royal, 
Jamaica^  was  found  to  need  a  thorough  repair ;  and  as  this 
would  occupy  some  considerable  time.  Lieutenant  Fitton» 
in  order  to  keep  his  crew  together,  and  also  to  gratify  the 
cravings  of  his  active  disposition,  obtained  permission  from 
Rear-Admiral  Duckworth  to  fit  out  temporarily  one  of  the 
Active's  prizes  to  cruize  in  while  the  tender  was  repairing. 
The  vessel  thus  selected  by  Lieutenant  Fitton  was  a  Spanish 
felucca  of  something  less  than  50  tons  burden,  and  having 
been  employed  as  a  privates,  was  exceedingly  shallow,  but 
in  fine  weatlier  sailed  very  feist,  although  notiiing  could  be 
more  miserable  as  respected  her  accommodation.  The  fe- 
lucca's armament  consisted  of  a  long  12-pouuder  gun  on  a 
pivot,  wliich,  by  means  of  a  screw,  was  raised  from  or 
lowered  into  the  hold. 

Having  with  some  dithculty  embarked  his  crew  In  this 
crazy  and  far  from  comfortable  craft.  Lieutenant  Fitton  put 
to  sea  in  January,  and  stood  over  to  the  Spanish  Main ; 
and  the  vessel's  rig  not  exciting  any  suspicion,  he  suc- 
ceeded in  capturing  and  destroying  several  Spanish  pri- 
vateers and  small  craft,  which  had  for  a  long  time  infested 
the  commerce  of  the  West  India  islands  with  impunity.  A 
succession  of  bad  weather,  together  with  the  leaky  state  of 
the  felucca's  deck,  having  caused  much  sickness  on  board. 
Lieutenant  Fitton  took  possession  of  a  small  key  near 
Point  Canoe  on  the  Spanish  Main,  where  he  landed  his 
side,  and  endeavoured  to  remedy  some  of  the  defects  of  his 
vessel.  These,  however,  were  for  the  most  part  irremedi- 
able :  her  rigging  and  sails  were  rotten,  and  he  possessed 
no  store  either  of  canvas  or  rope ;  but  as  the  felucca's  sails 
were  larirer  than  necessary,  Lieutenant  Fitton,  by  altering 
the  rig  more  into  that  of  a  lugger,  reduced  them,  and 
firom  the  canvas  saved  he  made  sail-twine,  and  repaired  the 
sails.  The  felucca,  thus  refitted,  quitted  the  key  and  stood 
over  tovirards  Porto  Bello,  in  the  hope  of  making  a  prize  of 
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Aome  vessel  which  should  be  more  aeaworUiy,  and  which 
would  cany  himself  and  crew  back  to  Jamaica. 

On  the  23r(l  of  January,  early  in  the  morning,  being  off 
Cape  Rosario,  a  schooner  was  discovered  in-shore,  which 
made  sail  towards  her ;  but  the  fehicca  continued  to  stand 
on  and  allowed  the  schooner  to  come  close  to  her  before 
eyindng  hostile  intention.  The  stranger  was  the  Spanish 
guarda  costa  Santa  Maria»  mounting  six  (but  pierced  for 
ten)  long  6-pounders  and  ten  swivels,  widi  a  crew  of  60 
men,  commanded  by  Don  Josef  Cot&  ;  which,  having  ap* 
proached  within  musket-shot  to  windward,  hauled  up,  and 
suspecting  the  character  of  the  fehicca  or  lugger,  refused  a 
closer  contact.  The  niteution  of  Lieutenant  Fitton  was  to 
have  boarded ;  hut  being  denied  an  opportunity,  he  could 
only  resort  to  his  gun,  which,  being  with  much  celerity 
raised  from  the  hold^  was  discharged  with  such  quickness 
and  precision,  tiiat,  after  thirty  minutes'  mutual  cannon- 
ading, the  Santa  Maria  crowded  all  sail  and  stood  in  for  the 
isle  of  Varus,  closely  followed  by  the  British  vessel.  Un- 
able to  escape  her  persevering  adversary,  the  Santa  Maria 
at  length  ran  ashore,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  fehicca  also 
grounded  within  a  few  yards  of  lier.  Tlie  Spjuiish  crew 
still  keeping  up  a  galling  fire  of  musketry.  Lieutenant  Fit- 
ton,  having  no  boat,  gallantly  jumped  overboard  with  his 
sword  between  his  teeth,  and,  followed  by  several  of  his 
crew,  swam  to  the  Santa  Maria,  and  boarding,  after  much 
resistance,  gained  complete  possession  of  the  vessel. 

After  some  hours'  hard  work,  and  by  means  of  the  an- 
chors and  cables  of  the  prize,  the  felucca  (having  thrown 
her  gun  overboard)  was  hove  off ;  and  as  the  Spanish  inha- 
bitants were  by  this  time  assembled  in  great  numbers  on 
the  shore,  and  were  annoying  the  British  crew  with  mus- 
ketry, it  was  found  necessary  to  destroy  the  schooner ;  and 
after  allowing  her  crew  to  land,  and  taking  from  her  all 
that  was  useftd  and  that  could  be  removed,  she  was  set  on 
fire.  In  this  splendid  affair,  althoufrh  upon  a  sm  iil  ^calc, 
the  tender  had  two  seamen  killed  and  five  woundird.  Many 
of  the  crew  were  in  the  sick  list  at  the  time ;  but,  on  hear- 
ing the  order  given  to  board,  unmindful  of  the  doctor's  in- 
junclions^  several  quitted  their  hammocks  and  jumped 
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overboard  witih  the  rest,  but,  being  ezcesBively  weak,  were 
with  difficulty  preaerved  from  drowning.  The  Iobb  on 
board  the  giiarda  costa,  as  owned  to  by  her  officers, 

amounted  to  tive  men  killed  and  nine  wounded,  iucluding 
her  commander,  very  badly.  Having  thus  elFected  an  im- 
portant and  gallant  service.  Lieutenant  Fitton*  made  sail 
for  Jamaica,  and  arrived  in  Black  River  on  the  fourth  day, 
with  scarcely  a  gallon  of  water  on  board. 

On  the  29th  of  January,  the  British  24-gun  ship  Borde« 
lais.  Captain  Thomas  Manby,  while  cruizing  off  Barbadoes, 
was  chased  by  t^vo  briprs  and  a  schooner ;  and  at  sunset, 
the  Bordelais  having  siiortened  sail,  the  French  national 
brigs  Curieux,  of  18  long  8-pounders,  Captain  Gteorges 
Badelet,  Mutine,  16  long  6-pounders,  and  schooner  Bs- 
perance,  of  six  4»pounder8,  got  within  shot.  At  6h.  p.m., 
the  Bordelais  having  wore  round,  brought  the  Curieux  to 
action  within  half  pistol*shot;  which  was  maintained  by 
the  brig  alone  for  thirty  minutes,  her  consorts  having  basely 
jib;ui(l()iicd  her  at  the  onset.  The  brig,  finding  the  32- 
puiindcr  carroiiades  of  the  Borduliiis  too  much  for  her  to 
contend  against,  was  compelled  to  surrender,  after  having 
had  altogether  50  of  her  crew  killed  and  wounded,  including 
the  captain,  who  had  both  legs  shot  off,  and  who  only  sur- 
vived a  few  hours  after  the  cessation  of  the  action.  The 
Bordelais  had  one  man  killed;  and  Lieutenant  Robert 

Barrie,  Mr.  James  Jones  (master's  mate),  Mr.  John  Lions 
(midshipman),  and  four  seamen  wounded.  The  Curieux 
was  so  dreadfully  shattered  in  her  unequal  contest,  that  she 
foundered  at  8h.  r.M.  the  same  night;  and  Messieurs 
Spence  and  Auckland,  with  live  seamen  of  the  Bordelais, 
unhappQy  perished  in  her,  along  with  a  great  portion  of  the 
wounded. 

On  the  dlst  of  January,  a  squadron,  consisting  of  the 

*  At  the  peace  which  followed  nt  the  rnd  of  this  ye:\r,  this  dashiTii^ 
()ff:(  rr  i ( t urncd  to  England;  and  although  he  had  been  acting  tor 
aijf>"f  V  /  years^  iu  each  of  which  he  had  seen  seryicc  enough  to  merit 
a  )»t>8t-c-aptain'8  eommi.ssion,  the  Admiralty,  taking  advantage  of  some 
alleged  informality  in  his  acting  order,  refused  to  confirm  liiiu  in  the 
rank  of  lieutenant ! — ^and  he  afterwards  served  near  two  years  before 
even  this  ramk  was  conferred  upon  him.  He  is  to  ihii  JuLy  a  Ueute^ 
nanil 
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following  shipB,  aniyed  in  Mannorice  Bay,  on  the  coast  of 
Karamania. 

r Admiral  Lord  Keith,  K.B.  (Uue), 

80  Foudroyant  <  Captain  Philip  Beaver, 

L     „     William  Young, 
rRear-Aclm.  Sir  R.  Bickerton,  Bt. 

Kent   <  (white), 

l-Captain  William  Hope, 

Ajax   ,f      Hon.  A.  Inglia  Cochrane, 

Minotaur  ,     Thomas  LouiSt 

Northumberland        „     George  Martin, 

Tigre    „     Sir  Wm.  Sidney  Smith, 

^Swiftsore   Benjamin  HalloweD, 

with  frigates,  liutes,  and  transports,  amounting  in  all  to  70 
sail,  having  on  board  16,000  troops,  under  General  Sir 
Ralph  Abercromby.  This  fleet  sailed  from  Marmoiice,  and 
readied  Alezandna  on  the  1st  of  February,  and  on  the 
same  day  anchored  in  AboukirBay;  but  a  succession  of 
northerly  gales  had  caused  so  heavy  a  swell,  that  the  dia* 
embarkation  was  necessarily  delayed  untij.  the  Stli. 

At  3h.  A.M.  on  this  day  the  sicrnal  w^as  made  lor  the 
boats,  in  number  320,  to  assemble  near  the  Mondovi,  Cap- 
tain John  Stewart,  which  was  anchored  about  a  gun-shot 
from  the  shore ;  and  at  9h.  a.m.  this  immense  number  of 
boats,  formed  in  a  double  line  abreast  with  the  accuracy  o£ 
a  column  of  soldiers,  pulled  steadily  towards  the  shore, 
flanked  at  each  end  by  gun-boats  and  an  armed  cutter. 
The  whole  were  under  the  direetion  of  Captain  Cochrane, 
of  the  Ajax,  assisted  by  Captains  James  Stevenson  (Europa), 
Geortre  Scott  (Stately),  John  Larmour  (Diadem),  Charles 
Apthorp  (Druid),  and  John  Morrison  (Thisbe),  and  by  the 
several  agents  of  transports.  The  launches,  containing  the 
field  artillery,  as  well  as  a  detachment  of  seamen  to  co- 
operate witik  the  army,  were  under  the  direction  of  Sir 
Sidney  Smith,  assisted  by  Captains  Peter  Ribouleau  (As* 
trea),  David  Oliver  Guion  (Eurus),  John  G.  Saville  (Expe- 
riment), John  Bum  (Blonde),  and  James  Ilillyar  (Niger). 
The  bomb-vessels  Tartarus  and  Fury,  Captains  Thomas 
Hand  and  Richard  Curry,  were  placed  at  the  proper  dis- 
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tance  for  throwing  shells ;  and  the  sloops  Peterel,  Cameleon, 

and  Minorca,  Captains  Charles  Inglis,  Edward  0 'Bryan,  and 
George  Miller,  were  moored  close  to  the  beach,  with  their 
broadsidt^s  bearlnc^  upon  it. 

The  French  troops,  assembled  to  dispute  the  landing, 
amounted  to  about  7,000  men,  under  General  Friant,  which 
were  formed  behind  the  sand-hills ;  and  on  a  steep  hill  a 
battery  of  15  pieces  of  heavy  artillery  was  advantageously 
placed,  and  field-pieces  and  mortars  were  planted  with  equal 
skill.  As  the  bojit.^  approached  the  shore  a  very  destruc- 
tive cannon ;ule  was  opened  from  the  gmis  on  the  heights, 
and  also  from  the  castle  of  Aboukir,  to  which  was  soon 
added  a  constant  roar  of  musketry,  as  well  as  grape-shot 
ficom  the  sand-hills.  The  boats,  however*  moved  on  in 
excellent  order,  and  in  a  short  time  the  troops  were  disem* 
barked  on  the  beach,  and  quickly  dashed  on  at  the  enemy, 
which,  after  a  sharp  contest,  were  driven  from  their  posi- 
tion. The  boati  returned  for  the  second  division;  and 
before  the  evening  of  the  9th,  the  whole  army,  together 
with  all  their  stores  and  provisions,  were  landed. 

Sir  W.  Sidney  Smith  was  detached,  with  1,000  seamen^  to 
serve  with  the  army,  which  with  their  usual  energy,  under 
their  daring  leader,  dragged  the  cannon  up  the  heights. 
The  loss  sustained  on  the  whole,  indnding  tibiat  occasioned 
by  landing  the  troops,  amounted  to  22  men  killed,  and 
Lieutenants  .Tohn  Bray,  George  Thomas,  and  Francis  Col- 
lins ;  Mr.  Richard  O^leby  (master's  mate) ;  Messieurs  John 
Finchley,  John  Doneilan,  and  Edward  Robinson  (midship- 
men), and  63  seamen  wounded.  The  army  had»  on  the 
same  occasion,  124  killed  and  585  woimded. 

On  the  12th  of  February  the  British  army  moved  for- 
ward, and  on  the  13th  a  battle  was  fought,  in  which  the 
seamen  and  marines  took  a  very  distinguished  part,  and 
Mr.  Wright  (mi(Uhipman)  and  live  seamen  were  killed,  and 
19  seamen  wounded  ;  and  of  the  marines.  Lieutenants  Paul 
Hussev  and  John  Linzee  Sjiea  and  22  were  killed ;  and 
Major  William  Minto,  Captain  Robert  Torkington,  Lieute- 
nants John  Peny  and  George  Peebles,  two  sergeants  and  29 
privates,  were  wounded.  The  army  had  1S6  killed  and  1,135 
wounded.  For  the  subsequent  operations  of  the  British 
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army,  and  the  death  of  the  brave  General  Sir  Ralph 

Abercromby,  we  must  refer  our  readers  to  our  military 

iiifitoriaiis. 

The  British  32-gim  frigate  Success,  Captain  Shuldlmm 
Peard,  was  ca])tiired  on  the  13th  of  February  by  a  French 
squadron  under  M.  Ganteaume. 

On  the  18th  of  Febmary,  the  British  18-gun  sloop  Pen- 
guin, Captain  Robert  Mansel,  being  in  lat.  28°  24'  north, 
long.  18°  17'  west,  on  her  way  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
witi^  dispatehes,  discovered  three  ships  on  her  weather 
quarter,  bearing  west-north-west,  the  leading  one  a  cor- 
vette,  having  12  ports  of  a  side.    The  corvette,  at  a  little 
past  noon,  edged  olF  the  wind  to  close  the  Penguin,  which 
in  the  meanw  hile  had  shortened  sail,  and  got  ready  to 
receive  her.    But  a  nearer  approach  induced  the  French 
commander  to  alter  his  design,  and  he  tacked  to  rejoin  his 
consorts.   Determined  to  try  their  metal.  Captain  Mansel 
also  tacked,  and  at  5h.  10m.  arrived  within  gun-shot  of  the 
corvette,  \vhich  then,  with  her  companions,  fired  a  shot  and 
hoisted  French  colours.    After  much  manoeuvring  on  both 
sides,  the  largest  of  the  enemy's  ^lilps  (apparently  a  store 
ship)  seemed  to  entertain  the  intention  of  running  the  Bri- 
tish brig  on  board,  in  the  hope  of  sinking  her ;  but  a  well- 
directed  broadside  from  the  latter  caused  this  ship  to  let 
fly  her  top-gallant  sheets,  and  to  haul  down  her  colours. 
Captain  Mansel,  without  waiting  to  take  possession  of  a 
beaten  enemy,  hauled  to  the  wind  in  pursuit  of  the  cor- 
vette,  and  at  7h.  45m.  was  on  tlie  point  of  renewing  the 
ensrnii-enient  when  her  fore-to}jrnait  went  over  the  side,  on 
which  the  corvette  bore  up  to  attack  her,  and  a  very  spirited 
action  ensued.    The  engagement  lasted  till  8h.  30m.  p.m., 
when  the  corvette  again  hauled  to  the  wind,  and  discon- 
tinued the  action.   The  damages  to  the  sails  and  rigging 
of  the  British  brig,  in  consequence  of  the  description  of 
missile  fired  from  the  corvette's  guns  (iron  bars  about  12 
inches  in  length)  were  very  great;  but  haviiig  at  kugth 
repaired  them,  and  got  up  another  topmast,  she  again  made 
sail  in  rha^e,  and  at  daylight  on  the  19th  regained  sight  of 
them ;  but  all  three  succeeded  in  reaching  TeneritFe.  The 
Penguin's  loss,  in  consequence  of  the  high  fixing  of 
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the  corvette^  was  oiily  oae  man  killed  and  a  few 
wounded. 

On  the  19tb  of  February,  the  18-pounder  36-gun  frigate 
Fhoebe,  Captain  Robert  Barlow,  when  about  two  leagues  to 
the  eastward  of  CKbraltar,  working  up  for  that  place,  with 
the  wind  at  ^vcst,  di^^covcred  at  4h.  p.m.,  under  tlic  African 
shore,  a  ship  under  a  press  of  sail  steering  to  the  eastward. 
The  Plirtibe  immediately  hove  about,  and  made  sail  after 
the  stranger,  and  at  7h.  30m.,  by  her  good  sailing,  arrived 
up  on  the  larboard  quarter,  and  fired  a  gun  as  a  signal  for 
her  to  heave  to.  llie  stranger,  which  was  the  French  40- 
gun  frigate  Africaine,  Commodore  Sauhiier^  from  Rochefort« 
bound  to  Egypt,  having  on  board  400  troops,  finding  an 
action  to  be  inevitable,  shortened  sail,  and  hauled  up  on 
the  larboard  tack.  1  bu  Tboebe  also  hauled  up  to  wind- 
ward, and  the  two  ships  bein*^  abreast  of  each  otbcr,  en- 
gaged with  great  spirit  until       ;30m.  ;  when  tbc  Africaine 

having  her  decks  covered  with  killed  and  wounded,  and  her 
masts,  sails,  and  rigging  very  much  damaged,  besides  having 
five  feet  water  in  the  hold,  struck  her  colours.  The  Phoebe 
had  also  suffered  considerably  in  her  sails  and  rigging. 
The  carnage  on  board  the  Africaine  was  terrific.  Of  her 
crew  and  troops — together,  715  persons — she  had  Commo- 
dore Saulnier,  a  hrigadier-generai,  tbrce  surgeons  (killed  in 
the  cockpit),  ten  officers,  and  1S5  seamen  and  soldiers 
killed ;  and  General  Desfomeaux,  two  generals  of  brigade^ 
her  first  lieutenant  (Jacques  Magendie),  13  inferior  officers, 
and  125  seamen  and  soldiers  wounded :  total,  200  killed* 
and  143  wounded.  The  Phcebe^s  crew  amounted  to  239 
men,  of  whom  she  had  only  one  seaman  killed,  and  her 
first  li^utLiiuiit,  John  Wentworth  Holland,  Mr.  'riiouiiui 
Grilhtbs  (master),  and  ten  seamen  wounded.  Both  ships 
reaciu  tl  Mabon  about  a  fortnight  after  tbe  aetion. 

Captain  liarlow  received  the  honour  of  knighthood,  and 
Lieutenant  Holland  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  com- 
mander. The  two  other  lieutenants  were  Frederick  Bed* 
ford  and  Edmund  Hey  wood;  Lieutenant  of  Marines  Tho- 
mas Weaver.  The  prize  was  added  to  the  British  navy  as 
an  18-])oundvr  o8-gun  frigate,  under  the  name  of  Amelia. 

On  the  22ud  of  March,  the  British  frigates  Andromache 
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and  Cleopatra,  Captains  Israel  Pellew  and  Robert  Lawiie, 
cruizing  olF  the  north-east  coast  of  Cuba,  observed  a  con- 
voy of  25  Spanish  vessels,  known  to  be  richly  laden,  at 
anchor  in  the  Bay  of  Levita,  under  the  protection  of  three 
armed  galleys*  The  boats  were  accxinJhigly  dispatched^ 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Joseph  Taylor»  of  tiie 
Andromache,  and  at  midnight  arrived  vidthin  gun-shot  of 
the  galleys,  which  received  them  with  a  heavy  and  destruc- 
tive fire  of  grape,  langridge,  luid  musketry.  The  bouts, 
howevor,  dashed  on,  and  boarded  the  galleys  but  having 
suffered  a  severe  loss  in  the  execution  of  this  service^  it  was 
found  impracticable  to  carry  off  more  than  one  trophy, 
which  was  dearly  purchased.  Several  of  the  boats  were 
8ttnk»  and  the  Britidi  loss  amounted  to  Lieutenant  Taylor, 
Mr.  William  McCuin,  master^s  mate,  and  Mr.  William 
Winchester,  midshipman,  both  of  the  Cleopatra,  and  six 
seamen  killed  and  12  wounded.  The  loss  on  board  the 
Spanish  vessels  was  also  severe. 

The  threatening  attitude  assumed  by  the  northern 
powers  just  alluded  to  having  rendered  some  step  neoes* 
saiy  on  the  part  of  the  British  government,  a  fleet  was  dis- 
palxdied  from  the  Yarmouth  Boads  on  the  12th  of  March, 
under  the  conmiand  of  Admiral  Sir  Hyde  Flsiker*  having 
Lord  Nelson  as  his  vice-admiral. 

Hiis  fleet  consisted  of  18  sail  of  the  line,  with  frigates 
and  bomb-vessels,  &c.,  having  on  board  the  49th  rctrhnent, 
two  companies  of  the  ritie  corps,  and  a  detaciunent  of 
artillery.  On  the  21st,  the  Ikitish  fleet  anchored  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Sound.  Mr,  Vansittart,  in  the  Blanche 
frigate,  who  had  preceded  the  expedition,  and  had  gone  on 
to  Copenhagen,  returned  to  the  fleet  on  the  2drd,  together 
with  Mr.  Drummond,  the  British  charge  d'aflairesat  Copen- 
hagen ;  wlicn  it  appeared  that  idl  the  terms  proposed  by  the 
English  government  liad  been  rejected,  and  that  the  Danes 
were  using  every  means  to  resist  any  attack  which  might 
be  made  upon  them.* 

*  "While  these  ik  goLiations  were  under  discussion,  au  officer  of  dis- 
tinction, and  high  in  favour  with  the  Crown  Prince,  arrived  on  board 
the  admiral's  ^p,  with  a  verbal  answer  to  some  of  the  proposals. 
Ilndiiig  flome  difficiUty  in  inaloDg  hi^^  the  officer  was 
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After  Bome  little  and  tumecessary  delay,  the  British  fleet 
gat  underway  at  6h.  a«m«  on  the  dOth«  and  with  a  ftoe 
breeze  at  north-north-west  formed  in  line  ahead,  and  pro- 
ceeded up  the  Sound;  the  van  division  commanded  by 
Vice-Admiral  Lord  Nelson,  the  centre  by  Sir  Hyde  PMrker, 
and  tlic  rear  by  Rear-Admirnl  Thomas  Graves.  At  7h. 
A.M.  the  batteries  at  Elsiueur  opened  tire  upon  the  Monarch, 
but  without  doing  any  damage ;  and  only  a  few  ships  flred 
in  retonit  except  the  bomb-vessels,  which  threw  more  than 
200  sheUs  into  Cronenburg  and  Helsingen,  doing  much 
execution.  The  only  casualty  in  the  British  fleet  was  oc- 
caiiuncd  by  the  bursting  of  a  24-pounder  on  bourd  the 
Isis,  by  which  accident  seven  men  were  killed  and  wounded. 
The  Heet  continued  its  course,  keeping  within  a  mile  of  the 
Swedish  shore,  on  which  only  eight  guns  were  mounted, 
and  thus  avoided  the  fire  of  100  pieces  of  cannon  mounted 
in  the  castle  of  Cronenburg. 

About  noon,  the  fleet  anchored  above  the  island  of  HuSn, 
and  15  miles  below  Copenhagen.  The  three  admirals, 
with  Captain  Domett,  Colonel  Stuart,  and  others,  then 
proceeded  in  the  Lark  lugger  to  reconnoitre  the  defences  of 
the  enemy ;  and  in  the  evening  a  council  of  war  was  held 
on  board  the  London,  at  which  Lord  Nelson  offered  to  con- 
duct an  attack  with  ten  sail  of  the  line  and  all  the  smaller 
vessels.  This  proposal  was  accepted  by  Sir  Hyde  Fbrker» 
who  added  two  ships  of  the  line  to  the  force  demanded*  and 
the  foDowing  were  in  consequence  selected  as  the  ships  to 
be  employed  on  this  ser^dce  :  — 

■ 

requested  to  submit  his  rommunication  in  writing,  and  a  \)en  (none  of 
the  best,  probably)  waij  offered  to  lum  for  the  purpose.  Observing 
that  it  had  seen  much  service  and  required  mending,  the  officer,  whose 
ynt  was  sharp  enough,  remarked,  sarcastically,  that  if  their  guns  were 
not  better  pdnted  3asL  their  pens  they  woidd  not  make  any  very  great 
impressioQ  on  the  walls  of  Copenhagen* 
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The  Danes,  in  order  to  render  the  approach — at  all  times 
exceedingly  intricate — more  diliicult,  had  removed  the 
buoys,  and  Lord  Nelson,  accompanied  b}'  Captain  James 
Brisbane,  proceeded  in  his  boat  to  rebuoy  the  outer  channel. 

On  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  April,  the  British  fleet 
weighed,  and  anchored  again  about  six  miles  horn  Copen- 
hagen, off  the  north-western  extremity  of  the  middle 
ground,  which  shoal  extends  along  the  whole  sea  front  of 
the  city,  with  the  King*s  Channel  inside,  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  in  width,  in  which  channel  the  D  ini-h 
block  ships,  radeaus,  prames,  and  gun-vej»selfi,  were  moored. 
In  the  forenoon,  Lord  Nelson  embarked  on  board  the 
Amazon,  and  again  reconnoitred  the  Danish  force;  and 
soon  after  his  return  at  Ih.  p.m.,  his  lordship  ordered  the 
signal  for  his  squadron  to  weigh  to  be  hoisted  on  board  the 
Elephant.  This  signal  was  received  by  loud  cheers  from 
the  different  ships  of  the  fleet ;  and  in  a  very  short  time 
the  vice-admiral*s  squadron,  amounting  in  all  to  36  sail, 
were  underway,  and  formed  in  two  divisions,  with  a  light 
but  favourable  air  of  wind,  leaving  Sir  Hyde  Parker  at 
anchor  with  the  undermentioned  eight  sail  of  the  line 

Admiral  Sir  Hyde  Parker  (blue). 
Captain  Wm.  Domett, 
.   „       Robert  Waller  Otway, 
„  Thos.MastermanHardy,* 
„      Charles  I^ler, 
„      Lord  Henry  Paulet, 
„       Robert  Lambert, 

Jas.  Wm.  Taylor  Dixon, 
„       John  Dilkes, 
,t      A.  Collingwood  Dickson. 

The  Amazon  leading,  the  British  squadron  passed  along 
the  edge  of  the  middle  ground,  until  it  had  reached  the 
southern  extremity,  and  at  about  8h.  p.m.  anchored ;  the 
headmost  ship  of  the  British,  being  then  about  two  miles 

*  Serving  as  a  Tolunteer  on  board  the  Elephant.  The  St.  Geoige 
was  Lord  Nelson's  proper  flag-ship. 


Gun  Ship. 

g^f  London  

1st.  Creorge 
rWarrior  . . 
I  Defence  . . 

1  Saturn  

l^Rumillies  .. 
^  f  Raisonable 
^^XVeteran 
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from  the  sottihenimost  ship  of  the  Danish  line.  During 
the  night.  Captain  Hardy  was  employed  in  sonnding  the 

channel,  and  passed  completely  round  one  of  the  enemy's 
floating  batteries  unperceived;  and  about  lib.  p.m.  re- 
turned to  the  Elephant  and  reported  the  depth  of  water 
close  up  to  the  Danish  Aeet. 

The  following  is  a  description  of  the  Danish  force,  which 
consisted  principally  of  two-decked  ships,  most  of  them 
being  old  and  dismantled;  to  which  were  added  square 
floating  batteries,  radeaus,  and  frigates,  and  other  old  ves- 
sels ;  but  all  were  well  manned  and  armed,  and  fully  pro- 
vided to  maintain  a  desperate  defence : — 
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Men. 
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£ 
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Prove steen 

Block  Ship 



28 

28 

•  ft* 

56 

515 

»» 

•  •  • 

48 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

48 

301 

Rensburg  

20 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

20 

216 

•  •  • 

20 

•  •  • 

*  •  • 

•  •• 

20 

209 

Jutland   

Block  Ship 

•  • « 

21 

•  •  • 

24 

•  •  • 

48 

396 

SuersiBheii 

•  • » 

•  •  • 

20 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

20 

117 

Block  Ship 

••  • 

22 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

22 

196 

20 

20 

155 

Dannebrog 

Block  Sbip 

••• 

••• 

24 

• 

24 

14 

62 

336 

»» 

••• 

6 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

••• 

6 

80 

Grenier's  float 

Radeau  

24 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

••• 

24 

120 

Aggerstans 

•  •  • 

20 

«  •  # 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

20 

213 

74 -gun  ship 

•  •  • 

30 

30 

•  •  • 

14 

74 

529 

Charl  AmeUa 

lUock  Ship 

••■ 

26 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

26 

225 

••• 

18 

••• 

•  •  • 

••• 

18 

126 

60-gun  Ship 

•  •  • 

24 

••• 

24 

12 

60 

400 

ludosforethen 

Block  Ship 

•  •  • 

26 

•  t  • 

26 

12 

64 

390 

20 

••• 

••• 

20 

20 

2t>5 

48 

360 

to" 

98 

52 

628 

4,849 

At  the  northern  extremity  of  this  line,  which  extended 
above  a  mile  and  a-half,  v.  ere  two  batteries  formed  on 
piles,  named  the  Trekroner  batteries;  one  mounting  30 
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long  24-potiiider8,  and  the  other  38  long  36-pounder8, 

with  furnaces  for  lieatlner  shot.  Both  these  batteries  were 
commanded  by  two  two-decked  block-ships,  the  Mars  and 
the  Elephanten,  not  included  in  the  foixgoini:;  hst.  A 
chain  was  thrown  across  the  entrance  to  the  inner  harbour 
(as  it  may  be  termed,  to  distinguUh  it  from  the  outer  road- 
Stead  in  which  the  flotilla  was  moored),  which  was  also  pro- 
tected by  the  crown  batteries,  and  in  addition  by  the  74-gim 
ships  Trekroner  and  Dannemark,  a  40-gun  frigate,  two 
brigs,  and  some  armed  boats,  which  latter  were  provided 
with  furnaces  for  heating;-  shot.  On  the  island  of  Amas:,  to 
the  southward  of  the  hue,  were  several  gun  and  mortar 
batteries.  The  whole  Danish  force  was  under  the  com- 
mand of  Commodore  Olfert  Fischer*  who  had  his  broad 
pendant  flying  on  board  the  62-gun  ship  Dannebrog* 

At  8h.  A.M.,  on  the  2nd  of  April,  the  signal  was  made  for 
the  captains  of  the  several  shi})s,  to  each  of  which  Lord  Nel- 
son assigned  their  several  stations.  The  intention  was,  that 
aii  the  ships  of  the  line  should  take  their  places  abreast  of  the 
enemy's  ships,  anchoring  by  the  stern ;  while  the  frigates 
were  to  attack  the  ships  off  the  harbour's  mouth,  and  to 
rake  the  southern  extremity  of  the  Danish  line.  It  was 
also  intended  that  the  49th  regiment,  under  Colonel 
Stewart,  and  500  seamen,  under  Captain  Freemantle, 
should  storm  the  largest  of  the  crown  batteries.  These 
plans,  however,  were  many  of  them  frustrated  by  the  acci- 
dents which  happened. 

At  [)h,  30m.  (wind  south-east),  the  pilots  assembled  on 
board  the  Elephant,  and  their  want  of  knowledge  and  inde- 
cision became  evident,  and  it  would  have  been  well  had  the 
opinion  of  Captain  Hardy  been  taken.  However,  the  sig- 
nal was  made  to  weigh.  The  Edgar  led,  and  the  Agamem- 
non was  to  have  followed  her ;  but  the  wind  being  scant, 
and  a  strong  tide  runninir,  the  latter  found  it  impossible  to  get 
round  the  end  of  the  s1h>;i1,  and  after  two  or  three  attempts 
she  was  compelled  to  anchor  again.  The  Polyphemus  then 
became  the  second  ship,  followed  by  the  Isis.  The  Bellona, 
o^nng  to  the  ignorance  of  her  pilot — although  she  had 
rounded  the  point— got  ashore  on  the  middle  ground,  about 
450  yards  from  the  rear  of  the  Danish  line>  where>  however, 
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she  was  within  reach  of  the  enemy^B  shot ;  and  the  Ruaael 

fuUuwing  her  leader  very  closely,  also  grounded  with  her 
jib-boom  almost  over  the  Bellona's  tafFrail. 

Lord  Nelson,  with  his  flair  in  the  Elephant,  was  the  next 
ship,  but  in  opposition  to  the  direction  of  the  pilots,  on 
observing  the  accident  to  two  of  his  ships,  the  Mephimt's 
helm  was  put  a-starboard»  and  she  passed  to  the  westward 
and  on  the  larboard  side  of  the  Bellona.  The  remaining 
ships  following  the  same  course,  succeeded  in  getting  into 
action.  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  with  his  squadron,  also  weighed, 
and  took  up  a  new  position  nearer  to  the  harljour,  but  at 
too  great  a  distance  to  take  any  part  in  the  action,  even 
had  his  assistance  been  required. 

At  iOh.  A.M.  the  firing  commenced;  but  the  ships  princi- 
pally engaged  for  the  first  half-hour  were  the  Polyphemus, 
Isis,  Edgar,  Monarch,  and  Ardent.  At  llh.  dOm.  the 
Olatton,  Elephant,  Ganges,  and  Defiance,  as  well  as  several 
of  the  smaller  Tesseb,  had  reached  their  several  stations ; 
and  the  Deslree,  by  directing  a  raking  fire  at  the  Proves- 
teen,  drew  part  of  her  attention  from  the  Isis,  which  ship, 
howTver,  suffered  very  severely.  The  strong  tide  |)revented 
the  Jamaica  and  the  guu- vessels  from  gettmg  near  enough 
to  take  part  in  the  action,  nor  did  the  bombs  perform  much 
service.  The  grounding  of  the  Beliona  and  Russd,  and 
the  absence  also  of  the  .A^gamemnon,  occasioned  some  of  the 
British  ships  to  have  more  than  one  opponent*  The  Ama- 
zon frigate  suffered  considerably.  Captain  Riou  having 
anchored  her,  with  three  other  frigates  and  the  sloops, 
abreast  of  the  Trekroner  batteries. 

The  engagement  had  contniucd  three  hours,  and  no  ship 
in  the  Danish  line  had  ceased  firing.  On  the  other  hand, 
signals  of  distress  were  flying  on  board  the  Russd  and 
Beilona,  and  the  Agamemnon  also  had  hoisted  that  of 
inability.  The  Veteran,  Defence,  and  Bamillies  had  been 
detached  to  reinforce  Lord  Nelson  ;  but  their  progress  was 
so  slow,  that  Sir  Hyde  Parker  was  induced  to  order  the 
signal  to  be  made  to  d!S(  ontinue  the  action. 

The  signal  otlicer  of  the  Elephant  reported  to  Lord 
Nelson  that  No.  39  (the  signal  for  leaving  off  action)  was 
flying  on  board  the  admiral's  ship,  and  aiSced  if  he  should 
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repeat  it.   "  No/'  said  his  lordship ;     but  answer  it/' 

The  answering  pendant  was  accordingly  hoisted.  Imme- 
diately after%varcls  his  lordship  demanded  if  the  signal 
for  close  action  was  still  flyinir  on  board  his  own  ship  ;  and 
being  answered  in  the  athrmative,  replied,  *'  Mind  you 
keep  it  so.'* 

Lord  Nelson  now  paced  the  deck/'  says  Mr.  Southey, 
moving  the  stomp  of  his  right  arm  in  a  manner  whidi 
always  indicated  great  emotion.    *  Do  you  know/  said  he 

to  Air.  Fergusson,  *  what  is  shewn  on  board  the  com- 
miuidur-in-chief  ?'  *  No.  39.*  *What  does  that  mean?* 
*  To  leave  off  action.*    Shrugging  up  his  shoulders,  he 

repeated  the  words  *  Leave  oif  action  1  now  d  n  me  if  I 

do.  You  know,  Foley/  turning  to  the  captain, '  I  have  only 
one  eye,  and  I  have  a  right  to  be  bUnd  sometimes  /  and 
putting  his  glass  to  his  bUnd  eye  in  that  mood  which  sports 
with  bitterness,  he  exclaimed,  '  I  really  do  not  see  the  sig- 
nal.' Presently  he  exclaimed,  *  Keep  my  signal  fur  close 
action  flying!  that  is  the  way  I  answer  such  signals.  Nail 
mine  to  the  mast.'  "*  The  Defiance  kept  No.  16,  for  close 
action,  iiying  at  the  maiu  top-gaUaut  mast-head,  and  re- 
peated tiie  recal  of  the  commander-in-chief  at  the  lee 
main-topsail  yard-arm,  where  of  course  it  was  hardly 
visible. 

The  frigates  about  this  time  hauled  off  from  the  Crown 

batteries  ;  hut  as  the  Amazon  exposed  her  stem  to  their 
heavy  fire.  Captain  Riou  was  shot  in  two,  and  many  others 
were  added  to  the  slain.  At  Ih.  30m.  p.ia.  the  firing  of  the 
Danes  slackened,  and  before  2h.  p.m.  it  had  ceased  in  all  the 
ships  aston  of  the  Zealand ;  but  none  of  the  vessels  would 
allow  the  British  to  take  possession;  and  as  the  boats  ap- 
proached for  that  purpose,  they  were  fired  at  by  the  Danish 
crews,  which  were  continually  reinforced  from  the  shore* 
This  extraordinary  mode  of  warfare  irritated  Lord  Nelson, 
who  was  almost  induced  to  order  the  fire-ships  in  to  burn 
the  surrendered  vessels  ;  but  he  first  determined  to  try  the 

*  It  has  been  stated  that,  in  making  this  signal  of  recal,  Sir  Hyde 
had  no  intention  of  defeating  Lord  Nelson's  measDres  $  but,  on  the 
contrary,  that  the  signal  was  only  intended  to  jnstify  Lord  Nelson,  if 
his  lordship  aboold  see  cause  for  discontinuing  the  action. 
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effect  of  negotiation,  by  addressing  a  letter  to  the  Crown 
Brince  of  Denmark.  His  lordeUp's  letter  ran  tbus: — 
"  Vice- Admiral  Lord  Nelson  has  been  commanded  to  spare 

Denmark,  when  no  longer  resisting.  The  line  of  defence 
which  covered  her  shores  has  struck  to  the  J  'ritish  flag ; 
hut  if  the  firing  is  continued  on  the  part  of  Denmark,  he 
must  set  on  fire  all  the  prizes  that  he  has  taken,  without 
having  the  power  of  saving  the  men  who  have  so  nobly  de- 
fender! them.  The  brave  Danes  are  the  brothers,  and 
should  never  be  the  enemies  of  England."  A  wafer  was 
handed  his  lordship  for  the  letter ;  but  with  that  coolness 
and  ability  which  ever  distinguished  him,  he  remarked  that 
this  was  no  time  to  appear  hurried  and  informal,  and 
ordered  a  candle  to  be  brought  from  the  cockpit.  His 
lordslii  p  sealed  the  letter  with  wax,  affixing  a  larger  impres- 
sion than  usual. 

Captain  Sir  Frederick  Thesiger  (a  young  commander, 
acting  as  one  of  Lord  Nelson's  aides-du-camp)  was  dis- 
patched on  shore  with  the  letter  and  a  flag  of  trace,  and 
meeting  the  Crown  Prince  at  the  sally  port,  he  deliver^  the 
letter. 

In  the  meantime,  the  cannonade  w^as  conLmued  hy  the 
Defiance,  Monarch,  and  Ganges,  which  in  a  short  time 
silenced  the  Indosforethen,  Holstein,  and  the  ships  next  to 
them  in  the  Danish  line.  The  approucii  of  the  Defence, 
Ramillies,  and  Veteran,  also  rendered  the  case  of  the  Danes 
hopeless.  The  great  Crown  battery,  however,  having  been 
reinforced  with  1,500  men,  still  continued  firing;  and  it 
-ms  deemed  advisable  to  withdraw  the  ships  from  before  it, 
while  the  wind  contiuucd  fair.  Preparations  were  making 
for  carrying  this  into  efl^ect,  when  the  Danish  adjutant- 
Greneral,  Lindholm,  appeared  hearing  a  Hag  of  truce,  upon 
which  the  action,  which  had  raged  incessantly  for  five 
)iours,  totally  ceased. 

llie  message  from  the  Crown  Prince  was  to  inquire  the 
precise  object  of  Lord  Nelson's  note,  when  the  latter  replied 
in  writing  that  humanity  was  his  direct ;  that  he  consented 
to  stay  hostilities  ;  that  the  wounded  Danes  should  be  taken 
on  shore  ;  that  he  would  take  his  prisoners  out  of  the  ves- 
sels, and  burn  or  carry  off  the  prizes  as  he  thought  fit ; 
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and  concluded  by  expressing  a  hope  that  die  victory  he 
had  gained  would  lead  to  a  reconcilmtion  between  the  two 
countries.  This  answer  being  returned,  the  final  adjust- 
ment of  the  terras  was  referred  to  the  commander-in-chief. 

During  the  interval,  the  British  ships  were  moved  from 
their  stations  iu  the  line,  in  doing  which  several  grounded ; 
the  Elephant  and  Defiance,  in  particular,  remained  fast  for 
many  hours,  about  a  mile  from  the  Trekroner  battery.  Lord 
Nelson  soon  afterwards  quitted  the  Elephant,  and  repaired 
on  board  the  London,  wmther  the  Dooish  adjutant-general 
had  preceded  him. 

The  following  statement  shews  the  loss  sustained  by  the 
ships  of  the  British  squadron,  in  the  order  in  wliich  they 
entered  the  action 


Ships. 


Guns. 


Desiree 
Ruflsel. 


BeDoiia 


Poiyphemus 


Isis 


Edgar 


36 
74 


74 


G4 


50 


74 


KUled. 


11 


33 


31 


-s 

a 
o 


4 
6 


72 


25 


88 


111 


NamMof  ofn  pr.kUkdand 

wouaUed. 


Lieut.  Andrew  King  womided. 

Capt.  Thompson  (leg  ampu- 
tated), Lieuts.Thos.  Southey 
and  Thos.  Wilka,  Mate  Jaa. 
Emmerton,  Mida.  John  An- 
derson, Edward  Daubenny, 
Wm.  Sitford,  andWm.Figg, 
Capt.  A.  Sharp,  of  the  army, 
r Jas.  Bell  (mid.)  killed,  Edward 
1^  Burr  (boatswain)  wounded. 
Dan.  Lamond  (mast.),  Lieut. 
Ht^n.  Long  (marines),  Geo. 
McKinlav  and  Thos.  Ram 
(mids.)  killed ;  Lieut.  Rich. 
Cormack,  Mida.  Reub.  Pam, 
Simon  fVazer,  and  Churlea 
Jonea  wounded. 
Ist-Lieut.  Kdmund  Johnson, 
Lieut,  (marines)  Benj.  Spen- 
cer killed ;  Lieuts.  Joshua 
/  Johnson,  andWm.  Goldfinch; 
Mids.T.  Gah;iL'nn,W.\Vhim. 
per,  Js.  Ridge,  Pet.  Proctor, 
and  Wm.  Domett  wounded. 
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Ships. 

Guns. 

Killed. 

•a 

w 

Stam  of  OiBcers  IdM  and 

3 

o 

wottiideiL 

64 

30 

64 

Mid.  Georffe  Hoare  killed. 

TLieut.  Wm.  Tindall,  Robert 

Glattoa 

54 

18 

37 

\     Thompson  (mntt),Mid«J  ohm 
1     Williams  woundf  d. 
fHenry  Yaulden  (mate)  killed  ; 

Elephant ... 

74 

10 

13 

^     Robt.  Gill  and  Hugh  Mit- 
chell  (mids.)  wounded. 

74 

7 

1 

Robert  Stewart,  master,  killed. 

f  Capt.MossekOled ;  Iiettt.Wm. 
Minchm,  Boatswain  Wm. 

Jov.  INIids.  lien.  Swimmer. 

Moniurdi 

74 

56 

164 

^    Wm.  J.  Bowes,  Thos.  Har- 
lowe,  Geo.  Morgan,  Philip  Le 
Vesconte,  Lieut.  Tmar.)  Jas. 
^  Marie  wounded. 

Defiance 

74 

24 

51 

r Lieut.  Geo.  Grav  killed.  Mid. 
\    Jas.  Gallawav  wonnded. 
fCapt.  Riou,  i\iiJ.  lion.  Geo. 

Anmon 

38 

14 

23 

]     Tucket,   Clerk  Jos.  Rose 
1    lolled  ;  Mates  Jamea  Harry 

1    and  Philip  Horn  wounded. 

THen.  Baker  (lieutenant),  Chas. 

Blancba  ... 

36 

7 

9 

AljCmdne 

32 

5 

19 

<     Church  (boatswain),  Mate 
L    Geo.  A.  Spearing  wounded. 

18 

3 

1 

/Rich.  Edw.  Sandys  (Ist-lient.) 
I  kiUed. 

255 

688 

The  above  is  the  official  retam,  and  does  not  include  the  slightly 
wounded,  which  amounted  to  a  frren.t  many.  Of  those  numbered 
amongst  the  wounded  n  large  projiortion  w^ere  dan^rrrously,  and  many 
mortally;  and  Mr.  Jani<  s  estimates  that  on  the  wbu!'  the  British  loss 
maybe  thus  stated — at  killed  and  mortally  wounded,  ojO  ;  recoverably 
and  slis^htly,  850.  It  is  quite  evident  that  su  heavy  a  loss  could  only 
have  resulted  from  cool  and  steady  firing  on  the  part  of  the  Danes, 
wiho  did  not  aim  at  dismasting  the  British  ships  ;  indeed  only  one  ship 
(the  Glatton)  lost  a  topmast.  Several  ships  had  gnns  disabled.  Hbe 
loss  onboaid  the  Danish  ships,  according  to  the  very  lowest  estimate^ 
amounted  to  between  1,600  and  1,800  men  killed  and  wounded,  and 
probably  far  exceeded  the  highest  of  these  numbers. 
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The  fbllowing  table  shews  in  what  manner  the  Danish 
force  was  disposed  of  :*— 


Wh^hor  burnt  or  captured,  &c.,  and  by  what 
Ships  engaged. 


{Taken  and  burnt,  baying  been  aibon* 
doned  by  the  Danes  when  the  guns 
were  useless.  (Desiree,  RuBsely  Bel- 
loiia,  and  Polyphemus.) 

(Driven  on  shore  and  burnt  by  the  Bri- 
tish. (Isis.) 
Escaped,  afterwaids  sunk.  (Edgar.) 

CTakea  and  burnt  by  the  British.  (Ed- 
\   gar  and  Ardent.) 

/  Caught  fire,  and  blew  up  after  the  actioih 
\  (Glatton.) 

Escaped.  (Glatton.) 

Ditto  ;  aftiTwjirtls  sunk.  ^"F!l<'i)h«int.) 
J  Driven  under  the  Trekroner  battery,  and 
^   taken,  atterwards  burnt.  (Elephant.) 

Taken,  and  burnt.  (Ganges.) 

Ditto;  carried  away.  (Monarch.) 
Ditto;  burnt.  (Momrai.) 
r  Escaped.   (The  whole  were  fianked  by 
<    Defiance,  Amaxon,  Blanche,  Alcmene, 

and  Dart.) 


The  British  licet,  after  disi^atciiing  to  England  the  .Mo- 
narch, Isis.  and  Holstein  prize,  quitted  Copenhagen  on  the 
12th  of  April,  and  taking  out  tlicu  g-uns,  which  were  put  on 
board  merchant  ships,  all,  except  the  St.  George,  entered 
the  Baltic  through  the  Channel  of  the  Grounds,  to  the  great 
astonishment  of  the  Swedes.  Learning  that  a  Swedish 
squadron  of  nine  sail  of  the  line  was  at  sea.  Sir  Hyde  Parker 
steered  for  the  northern  extremity  of  the  Island  of  Bom- 
holm  ;  but  the  Swedish  udiniial  took  refuse  under  the 
forts  of  Carlscrona.  Here  a  negotiation  was  opened,  which 
ended  on  the  22nd  by  his  Swedish  majesty's  agreeiiifr  to  treat 
for  all  ^?^ia^ng  diiterences*    The  subjoined  anecdote  of 


Name; 


FfOTesteen, 
Wagner  •••••• J 

Rensburg  ••••••••• 

Nyburg  

Jutland,  Suer-^ 
sishen,  Cron-  s 
berg,  Hagen  J 

Dannebrog   

£lwen,  Gre-1 

niers  float 
AggerstBiis  •••••• 

Zealand   

Charl.  Amelia,*! 
Sohesten  ...  f 

Holsteiu  

Indosforethen  ... 

Hidpem 
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Lord  Nelson,  subsequent  to  the  battle  of  CopeDliagen»  mark* 

ing  his  intense  anxiety  for  the  service,  is  given  by  Mr. 

Alexander  l>riarly,  master  of  the  Bcllona.  The  St.  George, 
in  which  Lord  Nelson's  flag  was  flying,  although  ready  to 
proceed  over  the  shoals,  was  delayed  by  contrary  whids  at 
Copenhagen ;  but  intelligence  being  received  by  his  lordship 
from  the  admiral,  who  with  the  fleet  was  at  Bornholm,  that  a 
Swedish  squadron  was  at  Carlscrona,  Lord  Nelson  instantly 
quitted  the  St.  George  in  an  open  six-oared  cutter  to  join 
Sir  Hyde  Ptoker.  "Without  even  waiting  for  a  boat- 
cloak,"  says  Mr.  Briarly  (altliou^li  yuii  may  suppose  the 
weather  pretty  shar])  here  at  this  season  of  the  year,  and 
having  to  row  a])oui  'J4  miles,  with  the  wind  and  riirrent 
against  him),  he  jumped  into  the  boat,  and  ordered  me  to 
go  with'  him  (I  having  been  on  board  the  St.  George  to 
remain  till  the  ship  got  over  the  grounds).  All  1  had  ever 
seen  or  heard  of  him  could  not  half  so  clearly  prove  to  me  the 
singular  and  unbounded  zeal  of  this  truly  great  num.  His 
anxiety  in  the  boat,  for  nearly  six  hours,  lest  the  ti-jct 
should  have  sailed  before  he  could  get  on  board  one  of 
them,  and  lest  we  should  not  catch  the  Swedish  squadron, 
is  beyond  conception.  1  w411  quote  some  of  his  exj)rcssions 
in  his  own  words.  It  was  extremely  cold,  and  I  wished  him 
to  put  on  a  great-coat  of  mine  which  was  in  the  boat.  '  No ; 
I  am  not  cold :  my  anxiety  for  my  country  will  keep  me 
warm.  Do  you  think  the  fleet  has  sailed?'  'I  should 
suppose  not,  my  lord.'    *  If  they  have,  we  will  follow  them 

in  the  boat,  by  .*  "    The  distance  to  Carlscrona  was 

ahoi't  50  ler/r/f/p.^.  At  midnight,  however.  Lord  Nelson 
reached  the  Elephant^  on  board  which  ship  he  rehoisted  his 
flag. 

On  the  23rd,  a  lugger  joined  the  fleet  from  the  Russian 
ambassador  at  Copenhagen,  containing  pacific  overtures, . 
also,  from  Alexander  the  First,  who  by  the  death  of  Czar 

Paul  had  succeeded  to  the  imperial  crown.  The  thanks  of 
both  houses  of  parliament  were  voted  to  tiie  admirals,  cap- 
tains, othcers,  seamen,  and  marines,  under  the  command  of 
Sir  Hyde  Parker  ;  but  in  consoquence  of  certain  political 
considerations,  the  only  mark  of  royal  approbation  bestowed 
upon  the  conquerors,  was  the  investment  of  Bear- Admiral 
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Graves  with  the  orders  of  the  Bath.    Captains  Devonslure, 

Brisbane,  and  Birchall  were  ])ostcd,  and  the  senior  lieute- 
nants of  the  ships  engaged  were  promoted  to  the  rank  of 

commander. 

On  the  3rd  of  April,  the  36-gun  frigate  Trent,  Captain 
Sir  Edward  Hamilton,  while  lying  at  anchor  off  the  Isles  of 
Br^hat,  discovered  at  daylight  a  Ftench  cutter  and  lugger^ 
with  a  ship  steering  towards  FlampouL  The  boats  of  the 
Trent,  under  Lieutenants  Oeorge  Chamberla3rne,  Robert 
Scallon,  and  John  ii^ihiuiy,  Mr.  Thomas  Hoskins  (master), 
and  Lieutenant  of  Marines  Walter  Tait,  were  sent  in  pur- 
suit ;  on  seeing  which,  many  boats  put  off  from  the  shore, 
and  these,  assisted  by  the  lugger,  took  the  ship  in  tow. 
The  French  lugger,  as  well  as  the  boats,  were  driven  on 
shore  under  the  batteries,  and  the  ship  was  boarded  by 
Lieutenants  Chamberlayne  and  Tait ;  but  the  crew  had  de* 
serted  her.  Two  seamen  were  killed^  and  Lieutenant  Tait, 
of  the  marines,  lost  his  right  leg. 

The  British  H-guii  brig  Speedy  (previously  commanded 
by  Captain  Brenton),  Captain  Lord  Cochrane,  having  com- 
mitted great  depredations  upon  the  Spanish  Mediterranean 
coasting  trade,  several  vessels  were  despatched  to  endeavour 
to  capture  her.  One  of  the  cruizers  sent  out  to  search  for 
her  was  the  Gamo,  a  large  xebeck,  mounting  22  long  12> 
pounders  on  her  main-deck,  and  eight  long  8«pounders  and 
two  heavy  carronades  on  her  quarter-deck  and  forecastle, 
with  a  crew  of  u]u\  iii  ds  of  300  men.  The  force  of  the  Speedy 
was  only  14  loni^  4-pounders,  and  her  crew  had  been  reduced 
to  52  men.  Early  in  A])ril,  tlie  Speedy  fell  in  with  this  for- 
midable vessel,  and,  allured  by  the  deceptions  practised. 

drawn  ^vithia  haU  of  her,  whea  the  fo^  of  L  enemy 
was  discovered. 

Desirous,  if  possible,  of  avoiding  an  engagement.  Lord 
Cochrane  determined  to  try  the  effect  of  a  ruse,  and  ordered 
Danish  colours  to  be  hoisted,  and  an  officer  in  Danish 
uniform  answered  the  hail  of  the  Spaniard ;  but  the  latter 
requiring-  some  further  proof  oi"  their  national  character,  sent 
a  boat  alongside  with  an  officer.  But  before  the  boat  from 
the  Gamo  got  fairly  alongside,  she  was  hailed,  and  the  offi- 
cer was  informed  that  the  br%  had  lately  quitted  one  of  the  * 
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Barbaiy  ports,  kindfy  adding,  that  a  visit  from  the 
Spanish  boat  would  of  conrse  subject  the  Spanish  vessel 
to  a  long  quarantine.    This  viras  quite  sufficient;  and 

after  the  interchange  of  a  few  courtesies,  the  twu  vesacis 
parted. 

On  the  6th  of  May,  when  off  Barcelona,  the  Speedy's 
old  acquamtance  n.^mn  hove  in  sight,  standing  towards 
her ;  and  as  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  repeat  the  de- 
ception, and,  moreover,  as  the  Speedy's  officers  and  men 
were  most  anxious  for  the  encounter.  Lord  Cochrane  deter- 
mined on  engaging  her.  At  9h.  am.  the  two  vessds  got 
within  gun*shot,  and  the  Speedy  being  then  to  leeward  of 
tlic  Gamo,  tacked,  and  opened  her  fire  upon  ihc  enemy. 
The  Gamo  returned  the  Speedy's  tire,  and  bearing  up, 
endeavoured  to  board  her ;  but  the  intention  being  per- 
ceived, the  Speedy  bore  up  also.  A  second  attempt  was 
made,  which  was  also  frustrated  ;  but  the  action  having 
continued  45  minutes,  and  the  Speedy's  lose  becoming 
heavy  from  the  fire  of  the  Gamo,  it  was  determined  that 
the  British  crew  should  make  a  similar  attempt.  Accord- 
ingl}  the  Speedy  was  laid  alongside,  and  Lord  Cochrane 
at  the  head  of  40  men,  the  remniiuh  r  being  placed  from 
wounds  and  sickness  hors  de  cotnbut,  :?})rang  uptui  the  deck 
of  the  Gamo,  on  wliich  were  assembled  near  300  men.  For 
about  ten  minutes  the  strui^^n^le  w  as  most  desperate ;  but 
the  valour  and  impetuosity  of  the  British  seamen  was  irre- 
sistible, and  the  Ghuno  beame  the  Speedy's  prize. 

In  the  boarding  attack,  only  one  seaman  was  killed;  and 
Lieutenant  Richard  William  Ptoker  (severely,  both  from  a 
musket- ball  luul  the  sword),  the  boatswain,  and  one  seaman 
wounded  ;  niukiiig,  with  the  loss  previously  sustained,  four 
seamen  killed,  and  the  two  officers  and  siv  men  wounded. 
The  Gamo  had  her  commander  (Don  ranciso  de  Torris), 
the  boatswain,  and  1 3  men  killed,  and  41  wounded.  Wh^ 
Lord  Cochrane  boarded  the  Gamo,  the  surgeon,  Mr.  James 
Guthrie,  took  the  helm,  and  performed  this  duty  in  a  very 
satisfactory  manner.  The  Speedy,  with  her  prize,  arrived 
safely  at  Pui  t  Mahon.  The  extreme  gallantly  of  this  action 
earned  for  the  Speedy's  commauder  a  name  which  his  sub- 
sequent services,  great  as  they  avowedly  were,  could  hardly 
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enhance.  He  was  immediately  posted,  and  Lieutenant 
Parker  was  promoted  to  be  commander. 

On  the  9th  of  June,  almost  immediately  after  the  fore- 
going splendid  action,  the  Speedy,  stiU  under  the  command 
of  Lord  Cochrane,  who  had  not  then  been  superseded, 
having  fallen  in  with  the  1 8-gun  brig  Kangaroo,  Captain 
G.  C.  Pullins:,  received  intelligence  of  a  Spanish  convoy, 
which  was  at  leno^th,  after  some  search,  discovered  under  a 
battery  in  Old  Castile,  under  the  protection  of  a  20- gun 
xebeck,  three  gun-boats,  and  a  square  tower,  apparently 
mounting  12  guns.  An  attack  was  instantly  determined 
upon,  and  the  two  brigs  stood  in-shore,  the  Speedy  leading, 
and  anchored  within  half  gun-shot  of  the  battery.  Altliough 
reinforced  by  two  other  gun-boats,  and  a  ll2-gun  felucca, 
the  fire  of  the  brigs  was  so  efficient,  that  in  the  course  of  a 
few  hours  tlie  xebeck  and  tiiree  of  the  gim-boats  were  sunk, 
and  the  fire  of  the  battery  silenced.  The  remaining  felucca 
and  gun-boats  still  resisting,  at  night  the  British  boats 
proceeded  in-shore  to  complete  the  business,  under  the 
orders  of  Lieutenant  Thomas  Foulerton,  of  the  Kangaroo, 
and  Benjamin  Warburton,  of  the  Speedy,  assisted  by 
Messiciu's  the  Hon.  AI.  A.  Cochrane,  Williaui  Dean,  and 
Thomas  Taylor,  midshipmen.  The  boats  succeeded  in 
bringing  out  three  brigs  laden  with  wine,  and  on  their  re- 
turn Captain  Lord  Cochrane  himself  took  the  command, 
and  proceeded  a  second  time  on  this  sendee,  but  found  the 
remainder  either  scuttled  or  driven  on  shore.  The  ammu- 
nition of  the  brigs  failings  they  were  unable  to  level  the  bat- 
tery, as  they  otherwise  would  have  done.  The  loss  to  the 
British,  on  these  occasions,  consisted  of  Mr.  Thomas  Tay- 
lor killed,  and  Lieutenants  Foulerton  and  Thomas  Brown 
Thompson,  and  seven  seamen  wounded. 

On  the  24th  of  June,  the  British  74 -gun  ship  Swiftsure, 
Captain  Benjamin  Hallo  well,  was  captured  by  a  di^rision  of 
the  Toulon  deet  under  M.  Ganteaume,  after  making  every 
possible  effort  to  escape,  and  having  two  men  killed  and 
lieutenant  Lewis  Davis  and  seven  men  wounded.  The 
Swiftsure  was  carried  into  Toulon. 

On  the  13th  of  June,  the  llear- Admiral  Durand  Liuois, 
with  the  following — 
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Gun  Ship. 

g^/IndomptaUe   Captain  Monoonsu^ 

IFormidable   Lalonde, 

74   Desaix    „       Christy  Palliere, 

38  Muriou  „       Jules  F.  Martinencqy 

put  to  sea  from  Toulon,  bound  to  Cadiz,  where  he  intended 
to  join  a  Frencij  squad  ion  oi  six  sail  of  the  line ;  but,  de- 
layed by  adverse  winds,  the  French  squadron  did  not  arrive 
in  sight  of  Gibraltar  until  the  1st  of  July.  On  tlie  3rd, 
the  Speedy^  Captain  Lord  Cochrane,  was  fallen  in  with,  and 
after  a  long  and  skilfully  conducted  retreat^  was  captured 
by  the  French  ships.  Having  learned  that  Cadiz  was 
blockaded  by  a  superior  force.  Rear- Admiral  Linois  bore  up 
for  Als^esiras ;  and  at  5h.  p.m.  on  the  4th,  anchored  his 
squadron  in  front  of  the  town.  The  British  squadron  off 
Cadiz  at  this  time  consisted  of  the 

Gun  Ship. 

SO  Ccesar       /Rear- Admiral  Sir  Jas.  Saumarez  (blue). 


ICaptaiu  Jalicel  Brenton, 
Pomp^   Chaxle^:  Sterlingr, 


74  ( 


Spencer   „     Henry  d  Ester  re  Darby, 

Venerable  Samuel  Hood, 

Superb   ,t     Richard  Goodwin  Keats, 

Hannibal  ...    „     Solomon  Ferris, 
Audacious.     „     Shuldham  Peard, 
Frigate  Thames  ...    „     William  Lukin, 
Brig  Pasley 

On  the  5th  of  July,  at  2h.  a.m.,  Lieutenant  Richard 
Janverin,  who  had  been  dispatched  for  that  purpose  in  a 
boat  from  Gibraltar,  by  Captaui  G.  H.  L.  Dundas,  of  the 
Calp^,  arrived  on  board  the  Caesar  with  intelligence  of  the 
arrival  of  the  French  squadron  at  Algesiras.  The  British 
squadron  immediately  proceeded  thittier,  and  Sir  James 
Saumarez  dispatched  the  Pasley  to  endeavour  to  recal  the 
Superb,  which  was  employed  blockading  the  river  Guadal- 
quivir. 

The  wind  being  very  light  on  the  6th,  the  admiral  was 
drifted  out  of  sight  of  the  Superb,  Thames,  and  Pasley ; 
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and  at  4h.  a.m.,  on  the  7th,  the  squadron  was  standing  into 
Algesiras  roads,  in  the  following  order : — Venerable, 
Pompee,  Auchieion?,  Crcsnr,  Spencer,  and  Hannibal.  At  7h. 
A.M.,  the  Venerable  having  rounded  Cabrita  Point,  made 
tlie  signal  for  seeing  the  enemy's  squadron,  and  a  signal 
was  then  made  from  the  Caesar,  directing  the  British  ships 
to  engage  the  enemy  in  succession  as  they  arrived  up. 

KearoAdmiral  Linois  had  moored  his  ships  in  line  ahead 
tihiis : — Fonaidiible,  abreast  the  batter}^  of  San  JiiL,^o, 
mounting  five  long  1 8-1  founders ;  the  Desaix,  about  500 
*  yards  astern,  and  the  Indomptable,  about  the  same  distance 
from  the  latter  ship.  The  Muiron  was  a  little  ^vlthin  the 
Isle  of  Verda ;  three  irun-boats  were  anchored  to  the  south- 
west  of  that  island,  four  others  between  fort  San  Jago 
and  the  Formidable,  and  seven  off  a  point  of  land  about 
half  a  mile  to  the  northward  of  the  tower  of  Almirante. 

At  7ii.  .il/iii.  the  battery  on  Cabrita  Point  fired  several 
shot  at  the  Pompee,  then  running  in  with  a  fine  breeze, 
while  the  Venerable,  from  the  partiality  of  the  wind,  lay 
becalmed  at  some  distance  on  her  starboard  bow.  The 
Venerable  was  also  passed  by  the  Audacious;  but  the 
Ceesar,  and  two  remaining  ships,  were  a  long  distance 
astern,  striving  hard  to  get  up.  At  8h.  dOm.  the  Muiron 
opened  her  fire  on  the  Pompee,  as  did  the  other  ships  suc- 
cessively; and  as  it  was  by  this  time  nearly  calm,  the 
Pompee,  after  firnig  her  broadside  at  the  enemy's  ships  as 
she  passed,  anchored  at  8h.  45m.  close  on  the  Formidable's 
starboard  bow;  but  the  latter,  soon  afterwards  slipping  her 
outer  cable,  hauled  further  towards  the  shore.  A  little 
before  9h.  the  Audacious,  and  shortly  after,  the  Venerable, 
dropped  their  anchors ;  the  first,  from  the  baffling  winds, 
being  abreast,  but  much  further  from  the  Indomptable  than 
the  captain  intended,  and  the  second,  at  a  still  greater  dis- 
tance on  the  quarter  of  the  Formidable. 

The  engagement  was  now  commenced  in  earnest,  and 
maintained  with  great  fury  between  the  four  French  ships, 
(materially  assisted  by  the  gun-boats  and  batteries),  and  the 
three  British  ships,  which  had  reached  the  anchorage.  In 
about  half  an  hour  the  Fomp^«  owing  to  the  strength  of 
the  current — others  say  from  a  slant  of  wind-^-canted  with 
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her  bow  towards  the  broadside  of  the  Fonnidable,  and 
while  in  this  poaition  suffered  very  much.  At  9h«  15m. 
A.M.  the  Caesar  anchored  ahead  of  the  Audndous,  and 
opened  her  broadside  upon  the  Desaix,  and  the  Hannibal, 

in  a  few  minutes  afterwards,  anchored  within  hail  of  tlie 
Caesar,  and  on  her  starboard  bow.  The  Spencer  was  so  far 
to  leeward,  that  she  could  only  sret  within  reach  of  the 
Spanish  batteries,  from  which  hot  shot  and  shells  were  tired. 

At  lOh.  A.M.  Captain  Ferris,  having  been  hailed  and 
ordered  to  proceed  xn-shore  and  rake  the  Formidable,  the 
Hannibal's  cable  was  cut>  and  all  sail  made  accordingly, 
and,  having  stood  to  the  northward  until  she  could  fetch 
the  Formidable,  the  Hannibal  tacked,  and,  about  llh.  a.m., 
as  she  was  in  the  act  of  hauling  up  to  cross  the  hawse  of 
the  French  ship,  the  Hannibal  unfortunately  took  the 
ground.  A  signal  was  instantly  made  to  that  effect  to  the 
admiral,  and  boats  were  dispatched  to  her  assistance ;  but 
Captain  Ferris,  finding  that  all  exertion  to  get  the  ship  off 
would  be  unavailing,  sent  them  away  again. 

A  light  breeze  about  this  time  springing  up  from  tlie 
north-east,  Rear-Admiral  Linois  made  the  signal  for  his 
ships  to  cut  their  cables  and  run  ashore.  The  Foruiiilable 
cut,  but  brought  up  again  with  her  larboard  broadside  to 
the  enemy.  The  Desaix  groiinclccl  upon  a  shore  fncing  the 
town,  and  the  Indomptable  upon  one  to  the  north-east  of 
the  Isle  of  Verda,  with  her  larboard  bow  towards  the  sea. 

Sir  James  Saumarez  ordered  his  ships  to  follow  the 
French  admiral's  example,  and  the  Caesar  immediately  cut, 
and  wearing  round,  hove  to  and  brought  her  broadside  to 
bear  upon  the  bows  of  the  Indomptable,  and  about  noon  shot 
away  her  fore- topmast.  The  Ca  .sar  then  let  go  her  anchor 
and  was  soon  joined  by  the  Audacious.  The  Venerable  and 
Spencer,  in  spite  of  every  exertion,  were  prevented  by  the 
variable  winds  and  calms  from  getting  near  enough  to  attack 
the  other  French  ships  and  &e  battery  on  the  Island  of 
Verda;  and  the  Pompfe,  after  remainmg  an  hour  without 
h&ng  able  to  take  any  part  in  the  second  attack,  her  captain 
waiting  for  orders,  was  at  length  recalled,  and,  cutting 
her  cables,  was  towed  out  of  tlu  l);iy  by  her  boats.  The 
Audacious  and  Csesar^  having  drifted  near  the  island  bat- 
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tesrj,  were  much  cut  up  by  it»  and,  at  Ih,  30m.  f.m,,  a  light 
air  springing  up  off  shore,  the  Csesar  and  Audacious,  Ve- 
nerable and  Spencer  made  sail  on  the  starboard  tack,  leav- 
ing the  dismasted  and  shattered  Hnumbai  iu  the  hands  of 
the  enemy.  At  2h.  p.m.  tlie  1  lanuibal's  colours  were  hauled 
down,  and  presently  rcholsted  with  the  \mion  downwards, 
which  induced  Captain  Dundas,  of  the  Calp6,  which  had 
approached  from  Gibraltar,  to  send  his  boats  to  her  assis- 
tance, but  they  were  detained  by  the  French,  who  by  this 
time  had  gained  possession  of  the  British  ship. 

The  following  diagram,  principally  taken  from  James*, 
may  probably  make  the  atFair  clearer. 


Digitized  by  Google 


BATTLES  OF 


[1801. 


The  British  loss  was  as  follows  Caesar— Mr.  William 
Grave  (natter),  six  seamen,  and  two  marines  killed ;  boat- 
swain (Mr.  W.  Forster)^  18  seamen,  and  six  marines 
wounded;  and  Mr.  Richard  Best  (mate)  and  seven  seamen 
missing,  probably  drowned.  Pomp^e — ^her  master  (Mr.  Ro- 
bert Roxburgh),  lindbliipman  (Mr.  Steward),  ten  seamen, 
and  three  marines  killed ;  and  Lieutenants  liichard  Cheese- 
man,  Arthur  Sta])ledon,  and  Thomas  Innes,  Messieurs 
Curry  and  Hiilier  (master's  mates),  Mr.  J.  Hibberd  (mid- 
shipman), 53  seamen,  and  ten  marines  womided.  Spencer — 
one  volunteer  (Robert  Spencer),  and  five  seamen  killed;  and 
Mr.  Joseph  Chatterton  (midshipman),  23  seamen,  and  three 
marines  wounded.  Venerable — Mr.  William  Qibbons  (mid- 
shipman) and  seven  seamen  killed  ;  and  Messieurs  Silvester 
Austen  aud  Martin  Collins  (midshi]  men),  20  seamen,  and 
three  marines  wounded.  Hannibal — Lieutenant  (marines) 
James  D.  Williams,  captain's  clerk  (Mr.  David  Lindsey), 
and  68  seamen,  and  five  marines  killed ;  and  Lieutenant 
John  Turner,  Mr.  John  Wood  (master),  Lieutenant  (ma- 
rines) Greorge  Dmmford,  Mr.  William  Dudgeon  (midship- 
man), 44  seamen,  and  14  marines  wounded ;  and  six  seamen 
missing,  which  probably  fell  overboard  with  the  masts.  Au- 
dacious— eight  seamen  killed  ;  and  Lieutenant  (marines)  R. 
J.  W.  Day,  and  25  seamen,  and  six  marines  wounded  :  total, 
121  killed,  240  wounded,  14  missins:.  The  Caesar  and  Pom- 
p^,  particularly  the  latter,  received  much  damage  in  their 
masts,  sails*  and  rigging,  and  the  Venerable  lost  her  mizen- 
topmast,  but  the  other  ships  did  not  materially  suffer  in 
that  respect.  The  French  loss  amounted  to  306  killed, 
including  Gaptauis  Monoousu  and  Lalonde,  and  about  the 
same  number  wounded. 

Rear-Admiral  Liuuis,  having  crot  his  ships  afloat,  applied 
to  Adininil^  Dumanoir  nnd  Masseredo,  at  Cadiz,  to  send  a 
squadron  to  his  relief ;  and  on  the  8th,  Vice- Admiral  Joa- 
chim de  Moreno,  with  six  sail  of  the  line  and  some  frig-ates, 
were  ordered  to  repair  to  the  outer  road,  to  be  ready  for  a 
start  with  the  land  wind  on  the  next  morning.  This  move- 
ment was  quickly  observed  by  that  vigilant  officer.  Captain 
Keats,  who,  in  the  Superb,  with  the  Thames  and  Pasley, 
continued  watcLting  tiie  port. 
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On  the  9th,  at  daylight,  the  Spanish  squadron  put  to 
sea  from  Cadiz,  and,  preceded  by  tiie  Superb,  Thames,  and 
Fbsley,  steered  towards  the  Straits.    In  the  afternoon  of 

the  same  clay,  the  Pasley  stood  into  Gibraltar  with  the  sig- 
nal flying  for  an  enemy ;  and,  at  3h  p.m.,  as  tlie  Spanish 
squadron  hauled  round  Cabrita  Poliit,  the  buperb  and 
Thames  anchored  in  the  bay.  The  Spanish  squadron  soon 
afterwards  anchored  in  Algesiras  Bay. 

Immediately  all  was  bustle  on  board  the  ships  at  Gibral- 
tar, and  nothing  could  surpass  the  exertions  of  the  British 
officers  and  men  to  get  their  ships  refitted.  The  Pompce 
being  found  in  too  bad  a  state  to  ])c  got  ready  in  time,  her 
men  were  turned  over  to  assist  in  refitting"  the  other  shij)s ; 
and  Sir  James  Saumarez,  on  the  supposition  that  the 
Caesar's  damages  were  so  great  that  it  would  be  impossible 
to  get  her  ready  without  great  delay,  shifted  his  flag  to  the 
Audacious ;  but  the  British  crew,  anxious  to  share  in  the 
expected  fight,  declared  their  willingness  to  work  night  and 
day  until  the  ship  was  ready.  At  this  time  her  lower 
masts  were  out ;  but  by  working  all  hands  during  day,  and 
watch  and  watch  at  night,  the  Caesar  on  the  8th  was  warped 
into  the  mole,  and  on  the  9th  got  in  her  lower  masts. 

On  the  1 1  th  preparations  for  sailing  were  observed  among 
the  ships  of  the  enemy,  and  on  Sunday,  the  12th,  at  day- 
break, they  loosed  sails  while  the  Caesar  was  still  refitting  in 
the  mole,  at  the  same  time  receiving  shot,  powder,  and 
stores,  and  making  ])reparations  to  haul  out.  At  noon  the 
enemy  began  to  move  with  the  wind  fresh  from  the  east- 
ward ;  and  at  one  they  were  all  underway  and  the  two  Spa- 
nish three-deckers  oiF  Cabrita  Point. 

"  The  day  was  clear,"  says  Captain  Brenton ;  "  the 
whole  population  of  the  rock  seemed  to  be  in  motion ;  the 
line  wall,  mole  head,  and  batteries  were  crowded ;  and  the 
Csesar  waiped  out  while  her  band  was  plapng  *  Come,  dieer 
up,  my  lads,  'tis  to  glory  we  steer Ae  music  of  the  garri- 
son answering  with  *  Britons  strike  home/  The  scene  was 
animating  beyond  description,  mid  the  enthusiasm  was  so 
great  among  the  scninenthat  even  the  wounded  men  dosired 
to  be  taken  on  board  their  ships  to  share  in  the  honours  of 
the  approaching  conflict." 
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At  3h.  P.M.,  just  as  the  C%sar,  in  her  way  out  of  the 
mole,  had  passed  the  stern  of  the  Audacious,  the  flag  of  Sir 
James  Saumarez  was  lehoisted,  and  the  signal  was  made 
for  the  squadron  to  weigh  and  to  prepare  for  hattle.  Hav- 
ing* cleared  the  rock,  the  squadron  formed  a  line  ahead  on 
the  larboard  tack  with  the  wind  easterly,  the  Csesar  lead- 
ing, followed  by  the  Venerable,  Superb,  Spencer,  and  Auda- 
cious, of  the  line,  and  32-gun  frigate  Thames,  Captain 
Askew  Pafiieurd  Holies,  and  polacre  sloop  Calp^,  Captain  the 
Hon.  George  H.  L.  Dundas,  brig  Louisa,  and  Portuguese 
frigate  Carlotta,  Captain  Crawford  Duncan.  At  7h.  p.k. 
the  ships  wore  together,  and  stood  on  the  starhoaxd  tack 
under  easy  sail. 

About  7h.  50m.  p.m.  the  combined  squadron  cleared  Ca- 
brita  Point,  with  the  exception  of  the  Hannibal,  which  ship 
was  jury-rigged,  having  topmasts  for  lower  masts,  and, 
although  taken  in  tow  by  the  |f^f^f<>yinfi  fiigate,  was  even- 
tually obliged  to  return  to  Algesiras. 

The  enem/s  squadron  consisted  of  the  following  ships 


SPANISH. 

Gun  Ship, 

f  Real  Carlos, 


\Hermenegildo« 
96   San  Fernando^ 

80  Argonauta, 
74    San  Augustin, 
Frigate  Sabina. 


Gun  Ship. 
gQ  r Formidable, 
\Indomptable> 
rSaint  Antoine, 

iDesaix, 
Frigates  Libre  and  Muiron, 
Lugger  Vantour. 

Admiral  Moreno's  flag  was  flying  on  board  the  Sabina, 

on  board  which  frigate  Rear-Admiral  Linois  also  repaired. 

Soon  after  8h.  p.m.  the  British  squadron  bore  away  in 
chase,  and  at  8h.  4()m.  Captain  Keats,  having  obtained  leave 
from  Sir  James  Saumarez  to  go  a- head  and  attack  the  rear 
of  the  enemy,  crowded  all  sail ;  and  the  Superb  being  an 
exceedingly  fine  fast-sailing  ship,  at  llh.  P.M.,  the  breeze 
having  freshened,  had  gained  three  or  four  miles  upon  the 
CsBsar,  and  was  out  of  sight  of  the  rest  of  the  squaikon. 

At  1  Ih.  20m.  Captain  Keats  observed  a  Spanish  three- 
decker,  which  was  the  Real  Carlos,  about  one  point  before 
the  larboard  beam;  and  also  another  three-decker,  the 
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Hermenegildo,  and  a  two-decker,  the  Saint  Antoinc,  nearly 
abreast  of  the  Real  Carlos,  on  the  larboard- beam  of  the  three- 
decker.  The  Superb  immediately  shortened  sail,  and,  luff- 
ing up,  ranged  close  alongside  the  Real  Carlos,  into  which 
she  commenced  firing  her  larboard  guns.  At  the  third 
bonoadside  the  three-decker's  fore*topma8t  was  shot  away« 
and  the  ship  was  obsenred  to  be  on  fire.  Captain  Keats 
then  ordered  the  firing  to  cease,  and  suffered  the  Spanish 

ship,  by  this  time  in  evident  confusion  and  firing  her  l  ns 
ill  all  directions,  to  make  sail  before  the  wind.  Tlic  de- 
gtniction  of  this  ship  being  inevitable,  the  Super ij  pro- 
ceeded in  chase  of  the  Saint  Antoine,  which,  at  a  little  before 
midnight,  she  closed  with  and  spiritedly  engaged.  After 
an  action  of  about  thirty  minutes'  duration,  in  the  course 
of  which  both  ships  hauled  to  the  wind,  the  Saint  Antoine 
ceased  firing,  and  hailed  to  say  she  had  surrendered.  At  a 
little  past  midnight  the  Hermenegildo,  having  also  bore  up, 
taking  tlie  Real  Carlos  for  an  enemy,  fired  into  her,  although 
the  latter  was  in  flames  fore  and  aft ;  and  the  two  ships 
getting  foul,  the  Hermenegildo  also  took  hre,  and  both  in  a 
short  time  blew  up  with  ail  on  board.  Out  of  near  2,000 
men,  two  officers  and  36  men  were  saved  in  a  boat  which 
came  alongside  the  Superb,  and  a  few  others  reached  ships 
of  their  own  squadron,  but  the  remainder  perished. 

Just  as  the  Saint  Antoine  had  struck  to  the  Superb,  the 
Cflesar  and  Venerable  arrived  up,  and,  as  the  broad  pendant 
of  the  Trench  ship  still  remained  at  the  mast-head — the 
halyards  being  shot  away — the  two  ships  fired  into  her; 
but  finding  she  had  already  -truck,  they  made  sail  a-head. 
The  Superb,  with  the  Calp^,  remained  to  remove  the  pri- 
soners and  secure  the  prize ;  while  the  Caesar  and  Spencer 
made  sail  after  the  Formidable,  then  at  some  distance  to 
the  westward,  standing  towards  the  shoals  of  Conil. 

All  sail  was  made  bv  the  Caesar  and  her  three  consorts, 

•  ■   

Venerable,  Spencer,  and  Thames ;  and  as  the  Formidable 

was  under  jury  top- masts,  the  Venerable  and  Thames  over- 
hauled her  very  fast;  and  at  5h.  a.m.  on  the  13th,  the 
French  ship  hoisted  her  colours,  and  fired  her  stern-chasers 
upon  her  pursuers.  At  5h.  10m.  the  Venerable  got  within 
musket-shot  of  the  broadside  of  the  Formidable ;  and  at 
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5h.  30m.  the  Venerable's  mizen  top-mast  was  shot  away. 

At  oh.  4.5m.  the  Thames  hauled  up  under  the  stern  of  the 
Formidable,  and  raked  her,  receiving  in  return  an  ineffec- 
tual fire  from  the  stern-ch;L-ei  ?  of  the  latter.  Tlie  "^^ener- 
able  and  Formidable  continued  to  engage  within  hail ;  but, 
at  6h.  45m.,  the  mainmast  of  the  Venerable  went  by  the 
board,  and  she  dropped  astern.  The  Formidable  oontinued 
to  stand  on  to  the  northward,  in  the  hope  of  reaching 
Cadiz»  keeping  up  for  some  time  a  very  galling  fire  upon 
the  Venerable  from  her  stem  guns. 

At  7h.  50m.  the  foie-ina?:t  of  the  Venerable  went  over 
the  side;  and  at  about  the  same  time  slic  struck  on  a  reef 
of  rocks  off  San  Pedro,  distant  about  twc  Ive  miles  from 
Cadiz.  At  8h.  her  mizen-mast  fell ;  soon  afterwards  a  boat 
from  the  Caesar  came  alongside  with  Captain  Brenton,  who 
brought  discretionary  orders  to  Captain  Hood  to  destroy 
his  ship  in  case  of  an  attack — apparently  then  meditated — 
from  the  combined  squadron,  and  the  Thames  was  ordered 
to  remain  by  her  to  receive  her  crew ;  but  the  Audacious 
and  Superb  apj)earing  to  the  southward,  induced  the  enemy 
to  forego  any  such  intention,  and  to  enter  Cadiz. 

The  Venerable  and  Superb  were,  as  we  have  seen,  the 
only  two  British  ships,  except  the  Thames  frigate,  which 
were  engaged.  The  former  had  her  master,  Mr.  John  Wil- 
liams, 15  seamen,  and  two  marines,  killed;  and  Lieutenant 
Thomas  Church,  Mr.  John  Snell  (the  boatswain).  Mes- 
sieurs George  Massey  and  Charles  Pardee  (midshipmen), 
73  seamen  and  ten  marines  wounded.  On  board  the 
Superb,  J.ieutenant  Edmund  Waller  (lost  a  leg)  and  14 
seamen  and  marines  were  badly  wounded. 

At  2h.  P.M.  the  Venerable,  by  the  assistance  of  the  boats 
of  the  squadron,  was  hove  oflF,  and  the  Thames  took  her  in 
tow.  She  eventually  got  safe  into  Gibraltar,  and  in  a  few 
days  was  again  equipped  and  ready  for  sea* 

The  captains,  officers,  and  crews  of  the  squadron  re- 
ceived the  thanks  of  Parliament.  Sir  James  Saumarez  was 
created  a  knight  of  the  Bath,  and  had  a  pension  of  £1,200 
per  annum  conferred  upon  him  ;  and  the  tirst-lieutenants  of 
the  Caesar,  Philip  Dumaresq;  Samuel  Jackson,  of  the  Su- 
perb; and  James  Xaiiicrap,  of  the  Venerable,  were  pro- 
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moted  to  the  rank  of  couiiuaader.  The  Saint  Antoine  was 
an  old  ship ;  and  although  added  to  the  Hst  of  the  British 
navy,  never  quitted  Portsmouth  after  her  arrival. 

One  would  naturally  expect  that  the  meritorious  conduct 
of  Captain  Keats  gained  for  him  acme  especial  mark  of 
&yoiir;  or  that  he  was,  at  leasts  particularly  mentioned  in 
the  public  letter  of  Sir  James  Saumarez.  But  no  reward 
was  conferred,  and  no  mention  at  all  commensurate  was 
made  of  services  so  eminent ;  indeed  the  casual  reader  of 
the  vice-admiral's  dls]);itch  might  he  led  to  consider  that 
the  destruction  of  the  Spanish  three-deckers  was  achieved 
by  the  Caesar.  Future  generations,  however^  will  determine 
upon  whom  the  real  merit  should  have  rested;  and  the 
name  of  Captain  Keats  wiU,  as  in  justice  it  should  do,  bear 
the  most  conspicuous  place  in  itjference  to  the  (so  called) 
Battle  off  Algesiras. 

In  the  early  part  of  July,  while  tlie  British  frigates  Doris, 
Beaulieu,  and  Uranie,  Caj)tainb  Cliaiies  Brisbane,  Stephen 
FoyntZy  and  William  Hall  Gage,  were  lying  at  anchor  about 
three  miles  to  the  southward  of  Point  St.  Matthew,  watch- 
ing the  movements  of  the  combined  fleets  in  Brest  harbour, 
the  French  20-gun  corvette  Chevrette  was  discovered  at 
anchor  under  the  batteries  in  Camaret  Bay.  The  French 
deemed  their  position  perfectly  secure;  but  tlic  British 
captains  and  officers,  lioldinLr  a  contrary  opinion,  (letcrmincd 
to  cut  her  out ;  and  on  the  20th,  the  boat^  uf  the  Beaulieu 
and  Doris,  the  Uranie  liaving  parted  company,  manned  by 
volunteers,  and  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Woodley 
IXNsack,  of  the  Ville  de  Paris,  sent  by  Admiral  Comwallis 
purposely  for  this  service,  proceeded  on  tins  dangerous  en- 
terpnze* 

The  boats  not  pulling  alike,  and  the  headmost  being  over- 
anxious to  near  the  object  of  their  pursuit,  separated ;  one 
division  returning  to  the  shi]^,  while  the  other  reached  the 
entrance  of  Camaret  Bay,  where  the  boats  remained  until 
daylight,  expecting  to  be  joined  by  their  companions.  They 
were  accordingly  discovered  by  the  corvette ;  and  the  latter, 
thus  being  nude  aware  of  the  intention  of  the  British,  im« 
mediately  set  about  making  preparations.  The  Chevrette 
was  observed  to  get  underway  and  proceed  a  mile  nearer 
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to  the  liarbour,  where  she  was  moored  close  under  the  guns 
of  some  heavy  batteries.  In  addition  to  this  precaution, 
she  embarked  a  body  of  soldiers,  which  augmented  her 
crew  to  339  men ;  temporary  redoubts  were  thrown  up 
upon  every  eligible  point  of  land,  and  a  guard-boat,  wi^ 
two  36 -pounders,  was  stationed  in  advance,  to  give  notice 
of  the  approach  of  an  enemy.  The  Chevrette  then,  as  a 
signal  of  defiance,  displayed  a  large  French  ensign  over  the 
EngHsh  one — httle  imagining  that,  by  such  a  taimt,  they 
were  furnishing  the  only  additional  inducement  required  by 
the  British  to  make  an  attempt  to  reverse  the  position  of 
the  flags. 

About  half-past  nine  on  the  evening  of  the  21st  of  July, 
the  boats  of  the  three  frigates,  the  Uranie  having  rejoined, 
to  which  were  added  two  boats  from  the  74-gun  ship 
Robust,  numbering  in  the  whole  15,  contauiing  280  men 

and  officers,  under  the  command,  as  before,  of  Lieutenant 
Losack,  assembled  alongside  the  Beaulieu,  and  proceeded  a 
second  time  on  this  service.  But,  soon  after  they  had  put 
off,  a  boat  was  seen  near  the  shore,  which  was  supposed  to 
be  a  look-out  boat,  and  Lieutenant  Losack,  desirous  of  secur- 
ing her,  proceeded  in  chase  with  his  own  and  five  other 
boats.  The  remainder  waited  some  time  for  the  retmm  of 
Lieutenant  Losack ;  but  as  he  did  not  rgoin,  lieut^iant 
Keith  Maxwell,  of  the  Bcaulicu,  the  next  senior  officer, 
bearing  in  mind  that  they  had  six  miles  to  pull,  and  that 
the  night  was  already  far  advanced,  determined  to  proceed 
with  the  boats  then  with  him,  in  which  he  had  about  ISO 
officers  and  men. 

Having  signified  his  intention  to  do  so,  and  appointed  to 
the  different  officers  and  men  their  several  duties— ordering 
some  to  fight  their  way  aloft  and  loose  the  sails,  a  quarter- 
master to  take  the  helm,  others  to  cut  the  cables,  and  pro- 
\nding  for  every  exigency  which  could  possibly  arise — the 
nine  boats  hastened  to  the  attack. 

At  111.  A.M.  on  the  22nd  they  arrived  in  sight  of  the  Che- 
vrette, which,  after  hailing,  opened  a  heavy  fire  of  grape  and 
musketry,  and  her  firing  was  immediately  followed  by  vollies 
from  the  shore ;  but  the  boats  gallantly  dashed  on.  The 
Beaulieu'sboats,  under  LieutenantMaxwell,witiiLieutenant8 
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James  Pasley  and  James  Sinclair,  of  the  marines,  boarded 
on  the  starboard  bow  and  quarter ;  and  the  Uranie's,  under 
Lieutenant  Martin  Neville,  one  from  the  Robust,  under  Mid- 
shipmaa  Robert  Warreiit  and  one  from  the  D<Mris>  under 
Lieutenant  Walter  Burke»  on  the  larboard  bow.  They  were 
gallantly  resisted  by  the  Frenchmen,  armed  with  muskets, 
pistols,  sabres,  tumahawks,  and  pikes,  who  in  their  turn, 
boarded  the  boats.  The  assailants,  however,  armed  with 
their  cutlasses  only,  overcame  this  formidable  opposition, 
and  at  length  gained  a  footing  on  the  corvette's  deck.  This 
being  obtained,  the  topmen  fought  their  way  aloft;  and 
although  several  were  killed  and  others  wounded  in  the 
attempt,  the  daring  fellows  carried  their  point ;  and  laying 
out  on  the  yards  of  the  corvette,  notwitlistandkig  the  foot- 
ropes  were  cut  or  stopped  up,  and  every  thing  done  to  im- 
pede the  execution  of  their  object,  in  less  than  three 
minutes  after  the  ship  was  boarded  her  tliree  topsails  and 
courses  were  let  fall.  In  the  meantime  the  cable  had  been 
cut,  and  Henry  Wallis,  the  quarter-master  of  the  Beaulieu, 
appointed  to  this  duty,  havmg  taken  the  helm,  the  Chevrette 
was  driAang  out  of  the  bay  with  a  light  breeze  off  the  land. 
Many  of  the  Frenchmen,  on  perceiving  the  corvette  under 
sail,  ran  below,  uthcrs  jumped  overboard  ;  and  although 
only  five  minutes  had  elapsed,  the  British  had  gained  entire 
possession  of  the  upper  deck,  and  those  who  had  fled  below 
were  soon  compelled  to  surrender. 

In  her  course  out,  the  Chevrette  was  exposed  to  a  con- 
tinual fire  of  round  and  grape  from  the  batteries ;  but  the 
breeze  freshening,  she  was  soon  out  of  their  range.  Just 
at  this  time  Lieutenant  Losack  and  his  division  arrived  up, 
and  took  command  of  the  prize  which  Lieutenant  Max- 
well and  his  intrepid  band  had  so  nobly  earned. 

The  British  luss  on  this  occasion,  consulering  the  odds 
against  them,  was  yevy  shght,  but  it  consisted  of  brave  and 
valuable  oihcers  and  men.  Lieutenant  James  Sinclair  (of 
the  marines),  Mr.  Robert  Warren  (midshipman),  seven  sea- 
men, and  two  marines  were  killed;  and  Lieutenants 
Martin  Neville  and  Walter  Burke  (the  latter  mortally), 
Mr.  William  Phillips  (master's  mate).  Messieurs  Edward 
Crofton,  Edward  Byrn,  and  Robetl  Finnis  (midshipmen), 
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and  42  seaniCT,  and  nine  maiinea  wounded ;  and  one  marine 

drowned  in  the  barge  of  the  Beaulieu,  which  was  sunk  by 
the  shut  of  the  enemy:  total,  11  killed,  57  wounded,  and 
one  drowned.  The  Che\Tette's  loss  amounted  to  her  cap- 
tain, six  ofiicers»  and  85  seamen  and  soldiers  killed ;  and 
five  officers  and  57  seamen  wonnded :  total,  92  kiUed  and 
62  wounded. 

To  designate  fhe  cutting  out  of  the  Chevrette  "  a  gal- 
lantor  *'  a  dashing  exploit/'  is  not  sufficient;  it  was  one 
of  those  deeds  of  chiyalTy  which  might  be  said  to  have 

bordered  on  rashness ;  and  yet,  where  the  honour  of  the 
British  flag  was  concerned,  and  the  courage  of  British 
sailors  taunted,  the  abandonment  of  the  attempt  must  have 
been  attended  with  consequences  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  both.  It  was  to  be  put  to  the  test  what  degree  of  secu- 
rity was  proof  against  British  valour;  and  the  result  was 
most  glorious.  The  cutting  out  of  the  Chevrette,  there- 
fore, may  be  pointed  at  with  pride  by  every  British  sailor, 
as  a  proof  of  what  has  been  done  ;  and  at  the  s;ime  time  he 
will  remember,  that  that  wiiich  has  been  once  eliected  may 
be  repeated. 

We  must  not,  however,  omit  paying  a  just  tribute,  in 
particular,  to  one  of  the  many  gallant  tars  engaged  in  this 
perilous  undertaking — Henry  Wallis ;  who,  as  has  been 
already  stated,  took  the  helm  of  the  Chevrette*  This  fine 
seaman  fought  his  way  through  numerous  foes  to  the  sta^ 
tion  to  which  he  had  been  appointed ;  and,  although  bleed- 
ing  from  many  and  severe  v»  ouiids,  he  rcinaiiied  there,  and 
steered  the  corvette  until  she  was  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
batteries.  **  Henr}''  Wallis,"  says  the  author  of  the  narra- 
tive in  the  Naval  Chrouicie,  from  which  the  foregoing  has 
been  collected,  had  been  seven  years  in  the  Beaulieu,  and 
was  ever  among  the  foremost  in  a  service  <tf  danger*  If  a 
man  fell  overboard,  he  was  always  fortonately  in  die  way, 
and  either  in  the  boat  or  in  the  water.  During  the  time 
he  bclunged  to  the  ship,  nearly  a  dozen  men  w^ere  indebted 
to  him  for  their  lives,  which  he  had  saved  by  phingring 
overboard,  sometimes  even  in  a  gale  of  wind,  at  the  utmost 
hazard  of  his  own*" 

lieutenant  Losack  was  immediately  promoted  to  the 
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rank  of  commander;  but  it  was  some  time  afterwards,  and 

then  only  in  consequence  of  a  court  of  im^uiry  held  ou 
board  the  Mars,  in  reference  to  the  real  bUtenient  of  the 
aitoir,  that  Lieutenant  Maxwell  received  a  similar  advance- 
ment, to  which  his  services  so  justly  entitled  liira. 

On  the  3 1  St  of  J nly,  theBritish  1 8-gun  brig  Sylph,  Captain 
Charles  Dashwood,  was  cruizing  off  Santander,  on  the  north 
coast  of  Spain,  and  in  the  evening  chased  a  large  schooner 
which  stood  towards  a  frigate  observed  to  windward,  bearing 
north-east,  under  the  land.  At  sunset,  the  hull  of  the  firi- 
gate,  wliicli  made  sail  after  the  Sylph,  wa»  visible  from  the 
deck,  and  tlie  brig  hove  to  and  prepared  ibr  action.  At  llh. 
P.M.,  the  frigate  having  arrived  within  half  gun-shot  of  the 
Sylph  without  answering  the  private  signal,  the  latter  opened 
her  fire>  which  was  returned  by  the  enemy's  ship,  the  two 
vessels  gradually  nearing  until  they  approached  within  hail. 
The  action  was  continued  for  one  hour  and  twenty  minutes ; 
but  at  thirty  minutes  after  midnight,  the  Sylpli  liaving  had 
her  rigging  much  cut  up,  a  carronade  dismounted,  and 
some  shot  between  wind  and  water,  edged  oif  the  wind  to 
repair  her  damages. 

At  day«break  on  the  21st,  the  frigate  was  again  seen 
about  seven  miles  to  windward,  with  her  fore-yard  upon 
deck,  and  the  brig  made  sail  in  chase ;  but,  from  her  own 
disabled  state  bein^  unable  to  carry  much  sail,  before  she 
could  get  witliin  luach,  the  frigate  swayed  up  liei-  fore- 
yai'd,  and  stood  in  for  the  land.  As  tlu  Sylph's  mainmast 
was  badly  wounded,  and  as  she  was  making  eighteen  mches 
water  an  hour.  Captain  Dashwood  deemed  it  his  duty  to 
wear,  and  stand  to  the  northward ;  having  sustained  a  loss 
of  one  seaman  killed,  and  Mr.  Allward  (master),  Mr.  Lionel 
Carey  (midshipman),  and  eight  seamen  wounded  (three  dan- 
gerously). The  Sylph,  on  joining  Admmd  Comwallis,  was 
ordered  to  Plymouth;  and,  after  undergoing  a  complete 
refit,  she  rejoined  the  commander-in-chief  olF  Ushant,  and 
was  ordered  to  repair  to  her  old  cruizing-ground  on  the 
north  coast  of  Spain. 

On  the  28th  of  September,  when  about  40  leagues  to 
the  northward  of  Cape  Finas,  the  Sylph  discovered  at  sun- 
set a  large  shij),  apparently  of  similar  force  to  her  former 
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opponent.  All  sail  was  instantly  set  upon  the  Sylph,  and 
endeavours  made  to  obtain  the  weather  ga^e,  which  the 
French  frigate  seeming  deteimined  to  dispute,  several  tacks 
were  made  by  both,  and  smart  broadsides  exchanged  in 
passing.  At  7h.  30m.  p.m.,  the  Sylph  succeeded  in  placing 
herself  on  the  weather  bow  of  the  Mgate,  and  an  action 
commenced,  which  continued  for  two  hours,  when  the  fn- 
gate  wore,  and  made  sail  on  the  opposite  tack,  leaving  the 
brig  very  much  disabled  in  her  sails  and  nggnig,  and  her 
main-topuiast  badly  wovnided ;  but,  singular  to  relate,  the 
only  person  liurt  was  the  same  gentleman  before  men- 
tioned, Mr.  Lionel  Carey,  midshipman,  who  was  again 
wounded. 

The  frigate,  thus  twice  fought  by  an  18-gun  brig,  was 
supposed  to  have  been  the  French  40-gun  frigate  Artemise ; 
and  it  was  stated  in  Captain  Dashwood's  official  letter,  that 

in  the  first  action  she  had  20  men  killed  and  40  wounded, 
and  was  obliged  to  return  to  Santander  to  .refit ;  but  her 
loss  on  the  second  occasion  is  not  stated.  The  real  name 
and  force  of  the  enemy,  however,  is  still  involved  in  mys- 
tery. Captain  Dashwood  was  posted ;  but  his  fitst  lieute- 
nant, Samuel  Burgess,  continued  a  heutenant  for  fifteen 
years  afterwards. 

On  the  drd  of  August,  the  British  frigates  Phoenix, 
Pomone,  and  Pearl,  Captains  Lawrence  William  Halsted, 
Edward  Leveson  Gower,  and  Samuel  Ballard,  cruizing  off 
the  Isle  of  Elba,  fell  in  with  the  French  38-gun  frigate 
Carr^re,  having  under  her  charge  a  convoy  laden  v»"ith 
ordnance  stores.  The  Pomone  having  arrived  up  with  the 
chase,  after  an  action  of  ten  minutes,  compelled  the  French 
ship  to  surrender.  The  boatswain  of  the  Pomone  and  one 
seaman  were  killed,  and  Lieutenant  Charles  Douglas,  of  the 
marines  (with  the  loss  of  a  leg),  and  three  seamen  were 
wounded.    The  prize  was  added  to  the  British  navy. 

On  the  night  of  the  15th  of  August,  Lord  Nelson,  whose 
flag  was  hoisted  for  the  occasion  on  board  the  Medusa 
frigate,  Captain  John  Gore,  determined  that  an  attack 
should  be  made  on  the  Boulogne  flotilla,  by  the  boats  of 
the  squadron  under  his  orders.  They  were  accordingly 
formed  into  four  divisions,  under  the  respective  commands 
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of  Captains  Philip  Somervillc,  Edward  Thoruborough  Par- 
ker, Isaac  Cotgrave,  and  Kobert  Jones,  accompanied  by  a 
division  of  mortar- boats  under  Captain  John  Conn.  At 
llh.  dOm.  p*if.»  the  boats  put  off  from  the  Medusa;  bat» 
owing  to  the  strength  of  the  current  and  the  extreme 
darkness  of  the  night,  the  divisions  separated.  Captain 
Somerville's  division  was  drifted  to  the  eastward  ;  and  at 
daylight  some  of  the  leading  boats  got  up  with  and  at- 
tacked a  brig,  lyincr  close  to  the  pier-head,  and,  after  a 
sharp  resistance,  carried  her ;  but  she  v  as  found  to  be  se- 
cured to  the  shore  by  a  chain  under  her  bottom.  The  British 
boats*  crews  then  became  closed  to  so  heavy  a  fire  of  mus- 
ketry opened  upon  them  from  the  shore,  and  trom  the  ves- 
sels near  her,  that  they  were  compelled  to  retreat,  after  sus- 
taining a  loss  amounting  to  Mr,  Alexander  Rutherford 
(mate),  and  14  seamen  killed;  and  Lieutenants  Thomas 
Oliver,  Francis  Dickenson,  Jeremiah  Skclton,  and  William 
Basset,  Captain  George  Young,  of  the  marines,  Mr.  Francis 
Bumey  (mate),  Mr.  Samuel  Spratley  (midshipman),  29 
seamen  and  19  marines  wounded :  total,  18  killed  and  55 
wounded. 

The  second  division,  under  Captain  Ftoker,  reached  the 

shore  about  midnight,  and  one  subdi\  ision  of  the  boats,  led 
by  Captain  Parker,  ran  alongside  the  brig  Etna,  bearing  a 
commodore's  pendant,  moored  oiF  the  mole  head.  Their 
frequent  and  gullciiit  attempts  at  boarding  were,  however* 
frustrated  by  a  strong  boarding-netting,  triced  up  all  round 
her,  and  by  200  soldiers,  which  kept  up  an  incessant  fire  of 
musketry.  The  assailants,  in  the  end,  were  beaten  off  with 
considerable  loss.  The  second  subdivision,  under  lieute- 
nant Edward  Williams,  of  the  Medusa,  boarded  and  carried 
a  lugger,  which  was  brought  otf;  but  in  attacking  a  brig 
was  repulsed,  and  compelled  to  retreat,  as  well  as  that  ]>art 
of  the  division  under  Ca])tain  Parker.  1  heir  loss,  together, 
amounted  to  Messieurs  William  Gore  and  William  Bristow 
(midshipmen),  15  seamen  and  four  marines  kiUed  ;  and 

Captain  Parker  (mortally),  Lieutenants  Charles  Felly  and 
Frederick  Langford,  Mr.  William  Kirby  (master),  the 
Hon.  Anthony  Maitland  (midshipman),  Mr.  Richard  Wil- 
kinson (master  of  the  Greyhound  cutter),  30  seamen 
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and  six  marines  wounded;  total,  21  killed  and  42 
wounded. 

Captain  Cotgrave  led  on  his  division  with  equal  g-al- 
lantry,  and  the  boats  under  his  orders  attacked  with  great 
bravery,  but  unfortunately  with  no  better  success ;  and  they 
were  dso  obliged  to  retire,  llieir  loss  amounted  to  Mr. 
Berry  (midshipman)  and  four  seamen  killed,  and  a  gunner, 
23  seamen,  and  fiye  marines  wounded :  total,  five  killed 
and  29  wounded.  I'he  fourth  division,  under  Captain 
Jones,  was  prevented  by  the  rapidity  of  the  tide  from 
reachinc:  the  scene  of  action,  and  that  of  Captain  Conn 
did  not  act. 

The  total  British  loss  sustained  in  this  ill-timed  expedi- 
tion amounted  to  44  men  killed  and  126  wounded.  It 
must  be  borne  in  mind,  in  reference  to  the  want  of  success 
which  attended  the  gallant  efforts  of  the  British  boats  at 

Boulogne,  that  the  vessels  they  were  ordered  to  act  against 
were  in  every  way  prepared  to  resist  a  boarding  attack. 
The  flotilla  was  composed  of  vessels  purposely  built,  and 
intended  for  the  conveyance  of  troops ;  they  were,  gene- 
rally speaking,  vessels  of  from  250  to  200  tons,  very  broad, 
with  high,  strong  bulwarks,  and  flat-bottomed,  drawing  no 
more  than  three  or  four  feet  of  water.  The  extent  of  deck 
possessed  by  them,  enabled  a  vast  body  of  troops  to  act  on 
the  defensive ;  and  although  ill  calculated  to  compete  with 
a  ship  of  war  wlicn  underway,  they  could  scarcely  fail,  if 
defended  with  any  degree  of  detenni nation,  in  beating 
off  as  many  boats'  as  could  have  been  brought  against 
them.  The  attack  was  altogether  bad;  but  it  was  ordered 
by  Barl  St.  Vincent,  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  in 
the  hope  of  appeasing  popular  clamour,  and  its  failure 
cannot  be  attributed  to  the  vice-admiral,  or  to  the  parties 
engaged. 

On  the  19th  of  August,  the  British  38-gua  frigate 
Sybille,  Captain  Charles  Adam,  having  been  dispatched 
by  Vice- Admiral  Sir  Peter  Rainier  to  the  Seychelle  Islands, 
was  ofl:'  the  island  of  St.  Ann's,  when  she  discovered  lying 
in  Mah6  roads  a  French  frigate  without  a  foremast.  Having 
beared  for  action,  and  got  all  ready  for  anchoring,  with 
springs  on  her  cableSi  tiie  Sybille  stood  in  shore  towards 
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the  enemy.  By  an  extraoidiiitiry  change  of  wind,  which 
almogt  constantly  blows  off  the  land  (the  island  beino:  witliin 
the  range  of  the  trade  winds)  the  British  frigate  was 
enabled  to  steer  as  direct  for  the  enemy  as  the  intricate 
nature  of  the  channel  would  permit ;  tlux)ugh  which  the 
Sybille,  having  no  pilots  was  conducted  by  the  master* 
who,  stationed  on  the  foreyard-arm,  and  guided  by  the 
colour  of  the  water,  gave  instructions  from  thence  to  the 
man  at  the  hehn.  The  Svbillc,  under  French  colours, 
contiTincd  her  course  unmok  .-n d  ;  but  liavinL^  arrived 
within  about  200  yards  of  the  frigate's  larboard  bow,  a 
shoal  was  observed  extending  on  both  hands,  upon  which 
the  Sybille's  anchor  was  let  go«  and  shifting  her  colours  she 

imme(Uatdy beoune exposed  tea  heavy iiiefromthe enemy, 
and  also  from  a  battery  erected  on  shore,  and  several  small 

vessels  at  anchor. 

At  lOh.  25m.  a.m.  the  Sybille  coiiimcnccd  firing  in  re- 
turn, and  in  1 7  minutes  compelled  lier  adversar}^  to  haul 
down  her  colours,  which,  cutting  her  cables,  drifted  on  a 
reef  of  rocks.  A  boat  was  dispatched,  under  the  orders  of 
Lieutenant  Nicholas  Mauger,  to  take  possession  of  the 
prize,  which  proved  to  be  the  French  36-gun  frigate  Chif- 
fonne.  Captain  Pierre  Ouieysse,  mounting  26  long  12<» 
pounders  on  her  main  deck,  six  6-pounders,  and  four  brass 
howitzers  on  her  (|uarter-deck  and  forecastle.  In  the  bat- 
tery were  niuuutcd  four  long  12-pounders  taken  from  the 
Cliiffonne's  unenaaged  side  ;  it  was  well  constructed,  and 
provided  with  a  furnace  for  heating  shot.  The  fire  from 
the  1 ;;  ttery  being  continued  after  the  frigate  had  surren- 
dered^  Lieutenant  Joseph  Corbyn  and  a  boat's  crew  landed 
and  silenced  it»  the  men,  as  well  as  a  great  part  of  the  crew 
of  the  Chiffonne,  making  their  escape  into  the  country. 
The  loss  sustained  by  the  French  frigate  auiuuutcd  to  23 
killed  and  30  wonnded  ;  and  tlie  Sybille's  loss  was  only 
two  seamen  killed  and  Mr.  George  Phillimore  (midship- 
man) slightly  wounded.  The  fortunate  circumstance  of 
the  wind,  doubtless,  preserved  the  Sybille  from  a  much 
heavier  loss* 

The  gallantry  and  skill  displayed  on  this  occasion,  which 
in  a  short  time  brought  about  a  successfiil  termination. 
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oonfier  much  honour  upon  Captain  Adam»  his  officers  and 
erew.  The  Chiffonne,  a  fine  ship  of  945  tons,  was  por«* 
diased  into  the  British  nav}%  and  under  the  same  name 

was  commissioned  in  1802  by  Captain  Adam. 

On  the  night  of  the  20th  of  August,  Captain  Thomas 
Byam  Martin,  having  under  his  orders  the  Fisgard, 
Diamond,  and  Boadicea,  cruizing  off  Corunna^  dispatched 
the  hoats  of  the  different  frigates,  under  the  command  of 
lieutenant  Philip  Fipon,  to  attack  the  shippmg  at  anchor 
in  that  port.  The  Neptune,  a  ship  {nerced  for  20  guns,  a 
gun-boat,  and  a  merchiuit  vessel,  were  boarded  and  carried, 
under  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  from  the  shore,  and  the  guns 
of  the  batteries  under  which  thev  were  moored,  and  the 
three  vessels  were  brouG:ht  out,  the  Jiriti:=h  sustaining  no 
loss  whatever.  Lieutenant  Fipon,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
ensuing  year,  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  commander,  as  a 
reward  for  his  conduct  on  this  occasion. 

On  the  2nd  of  September,  tlie  squadron,  under  the  orders 
of  Captain  Lawrence  Hdsted,  in  the  Phoenix,  oonnsting  of 
the  Minerve  and  Pomona,  Captains  Qwrge  Cockbum  and 
Edward  Leveson  Gower,  employed  in  the  blockade  of 
Porto  Ferrajo,  fell  in  with  the  French  frigates  Succes  (late 
British),  of  32,  andBravoure,  of  36  guns,  and  after  a  short 
chase  they  were  driven  on  shore  near  Vasa.  The  Bravoure 
was  destroyed ;  but  the  Succes  was  got  off,  and  restored 
to  her  rank  in  the  British  navy.  In  the  performance  of 
this  service  no  loss  was  sustained  on  the  part  of  the  Bri- 
tidi  squadron. 

On  the  2]id  of  September,  the  Brilifch  18-gun  corvette 
Victor,  Captain  George  Ral|)h  Collier,  while  cruizing  off  the 
Scychelle  Islands,  discovered  to  leeward  a  larire  brig  of  war, 
and  which  proved  to  be  the  French  8-pounder  18-gun  brig 
M^che,  Lieutenant  Bonnavie.  At  5h.  30m.  p.m.  the  Vic- 
tor brought  her  to  close  action ;  but  the  Fl^he,  after  a  few 
broadsides,  feeling  the  effect  of  the  Victor's  32-pound  carro- 
nades,  crossing  tibe  Victor^s  stem,  hauled  to  &e  wind  and 
made  all  sail  away.  The  \  ictoi'ii  running  rig^n^  was 
much  cut ;  but  as  soon  as  new  gear  could  be  rove,  she 
tacked  and  pur-ucd  her  opponent,  but  by  that  time  the  brig 
had  got  hah-a-miie  to  windward. 


Digitizeu  Lj  vjQOgle 


1801.] 


Xiii:  BRITISH  A'AVV. 


The  Victor  continued  the  chase  of  the  brig  during  the 
night  and  the  two  succeeding  days  ;  but  the  sailing  quaU ties 
of  the  two  vessels  were  far  from  equal,  and  at  daylight  on 
the  5th  the  Fleche  was  not  in  sight.    Captain  Collier  then 

proceeded  to  the  Seychelle  Islands,  and  at  3h.  30m.  p.m« 
the  French  brig  was  observed  standing  in  for  the  anchorage 
of  Mah6.  At  7h.  p.m.  the  night  closed  iu,  and  the  \'ictor, 
having  no  pilot,  was  under  the  necessity  of  anchoring  in 
11  fathoms. 

The  entrance  to  the  roads,  as  already  stated,  is  exceed- 
ingly intricate ;  but  Mr.  James  Crawford,  the  master, 
though  ill  of  fever,  volunteered  to  sound  and  endeavour  to 
find  the  channel,  and,  assisted  by  Mr.  James  Middleton, 
mate  (who  had  been  wounded  in  the  action  of  the  2nd  in- 
stant),  succeeded  in  performing  that  duty,  although  repeat- 
edly fired  at  by  a  boat  1 1  oin  the  brig. 

At  dayllirlit,  on  the  Uih,  the  Fleche  was  seen  lying  at  the 
mouth  of  the  inner  harbour,  with  springs  on  her  cables, 
and  as  the  wind  was  right  off  the  land,  the  Victor,  from  the 
naiTOwness  of  the  channel,  was  obliged  to  warp  a  great 
part  of  the  distance  under  her  staysails,  during  which  time 
she  was  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  brig.  By  dint  of  great 
perseverance,  however,  the  Victor  gained,  after  a  hard  day's 
work,  the  requisite  position;  and,  at  llh.  45m.  p.m.,  let  go 
her  anchor,  with  two  springs  on  her  cable,  and  opened  her 
fire  upon  the  F16che.  At  2h.  10m.  a.m.,  on  the  7th,  the 
latter  was  reduced  to  a  sinking  ^dtate,  and  having  cut  her 
cable  drifted  on  a  coral  reef.  The  boats  of  tlie  Victor  were 
sent  to  take  possession  of  the  prize ;  but  before  they  could 
board  she  fell  over  on  her  larboard  side  into  deep  water  and 
sank.  In  this  highly  creditable  aflRur  the  Victor  did  not 
lose  a  man,  although  she  was  very  much  cut  up  in  her 
rigging  and  seveml  shot  hvul  struck  her  hull.  In  her  pre- 
vious contest  she  had  only  Mr.  Middlelon  and  one  seaman 
wounded.  The  loss  of  the  Fleche,  out  of  a  crew  of  145, 
was  supposed  to  have  been  very  heavy,  but  the  amount  is 
not  stated. 

On  the  14th  of  September,  460  mannes  and  240  seamen, 
commanded  by  Captain  Oeorge  Long,  of  the  Vincejo,  with  a 

party  of  I'uscaus,  amounting  altogether  to  about  1,000 
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men,  were  landed,  at  day^break,  from  the  74-giin  ships 

G^n^reux  and  Dragon,  under  the  orders  of  Captain  John 
Chambers  White,  of  the  Renown,  and  an  atttick  was  made 
on  several  French  batteries,  near  Porto  Fcrrajo,  some  of 
which  were  destroyed,  and  55  men  made  prisoners,  includ- 
ing three  officers;  but  the  allied  force  was  ultimately 
obliged  to  retire,  with  a  loss  of  32  killed,  61  wounded,  and 
105  missing.  Captain  Iiong,  while  gallantly  leading  hiB 
men  to  storm  a  narrow  bridge,  together  with  two  seamen 
and  12  marines,  were  killed,  and  one  officer,  17  seamen,  and 
20  marines  wounded;  also  one  officer,  12  seamen,  and  64 
marines  missing.  Total  naval  loss  :  15  killed,  33  wounded, 
$Uid  77  missing. 

On  the  28th  of  October,  the  hired  armed  14-gun  brig 
Pasley,  Lieutenant  William  Wooldridge,  when  about  20 
leagues  from  Cape  de  Gata,  was  chased  by  the  Spanish  po- 
lacre  ship  Virgin  del  Rosario,  pierced  for  20  guns,  but  bav- 
in n  only  ten  mounted,  eight  of  which  were  long  12's  and 
two  long  24-pounders,  with  a  crew  of  94  men.  After  an 
hour  s  eni^agement,  the  Faslcy's  rigging  beinsf  much  cut 
up  and  her  gaff  shot  away,  in  order  to  prevent  her  adver- 
sary's escape,  the  brig  ran  the  polacre  athwart  hawse,  lash- 
ing her  bowsprit  to  the  capstan.  The  British  crew  then 
jumped  on  board,  and  the  polacre,  after  a  sharp  stmgg^ 
of  15  minutes,  was  carried.  The  Pasley's  gunner  and  two 
seamen  were  killed ;  her  commander  shot  tibrongh  the  leflfc 
shoLildcr,  her  master  (Ambrose  Lions),  mortally,  George 
Davies  (mate),  and  five  seamen  w^ounded.  Tlie  Rosario 
had  her  captain,  six  officers,  nnd  15  seamen  killed,  and  13 
wounded.  Lieutenant  Wooldridge  was  deservedly  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  commander,  for  his  bravery  evinced  oil 
this  and  other  occasions* 

Preliminary  articles  of  peace  were  signed  in  London,  on 
the  1st  of  October,  between  Great  Britain  and  France; 
and  on  the  12th  a  cessation  of  liostilities  was  ordered  ;  the 
definitive  treaty  was  concluded  at  Amiens,  on  the  25th  of 
March,  l.SO-2.  By  the  terms  of  the  trcrity,  Malta,  Goza, 
and  Comino  were  to  be  restored  to  the  order  of  St.  John  of 
Jerusalem;  the  French  troops  were  to  evacuate  Naples  and 
the  Roman  territory ;  and  the  British  to  quit  Porto  Ferrajo* 


Digitized  by  Google 


180L] 


THB  BRITISH  VAYYn 


65 


To  Franoe  vmB  restored  all  which  had  been  taken  from  her 

in  the  East  and  West  Indies  and  Africa.  Holland  regained  all 

her  West  liulia  possessions,  except  Dutch  Guiana  and  also 

the  Cape  of  Guod  I  lope  ;  aiul  in  the  East  Indies,  Malacca,  and 
the  Islands  Amb  )}  na,  Bancld,  andTernate;  but  lost  Trinco- 

male,  and  other  Dutch  settlements  in  Ceylon.  To  Sweden 
and  Denmark  were  tester d  the  few  colonies  which  had  heen 
taken  from  them.  Spain  lost  Trinidad*  which  was  retained 
by  the  English. 

•*  Whatever  grounds,"  says  Mr.  James,  politicians 
mifjht  have  for  auguring  liuin  the  terms  of  this  solemn 
compact  a  short-lived  peace,  certain  it  is  that  the  activity 

which  reigned  on  the  oceaa»  an  activity  much  greater  than 
any  which  had  been  witnessed  during  the  last  two  or  three 
years  of  the  war,  gave  to  the  treaty  the  air  of  a  truce,  or 
suspension  of  arms,  in  which  each  of  the  belligerents 
— some  of  whom  signed  it  for  no  other  purpose — was  striv- 

ing  to  gain  an  advantageous  position,  in  order,  when  the 
tocsin  shuuld  again  sound,  to  be  ready  for  the  commence- 
ment of  liostilities.  French,  Dutch,  and  Spanish  fleets 
were  preparing  to  put  to  sea,  and  Eughsh  fleets  to  follow 
diem  and  watch  their  motions.  Who  then  could  doubt 
that,  although  the  wax  upon  the  seals  of  the  treaty  con- 
cluding the  last  had  scarcely  cooled,  a  new  war  was  on  the 
eve  of  bursting  forth 

The  lops  sustained  l)y  the  British  navy  duiiiig  the  pre- 
ceding war  may  be  thus  briefly  summed  up 


Sln'ps  of  the  line   
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*  Vol.  iii.  p.  235. 
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Abstract  of  the  Losses  sustained  by  the  different  Belligerent  Powers 
in  the  course  of  the  War  with  Great  Britain  commencing  in  1793 
and  endino:  Ortoher  12,  1R01 ;  also  shewing  the  Number  of  prises 
purchased  into  the  Briti&h  ^ayy. 
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85 
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15 
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7 

Gnmd  Total  

185 

34 

15 

1 

1  235 

144 

*  Tills  enumeration  cannot  be  termed  wholly  correct^  as,  from  want 
of  local  information,  many  wrecks,  not  being  knoTOi  are  not  included 
in  the  above.  With  respect  to  the  British,  however,  there  can  be  no 
omission. 
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Tke  ejustence  of  the  peace  of  Amiens  was  short  and 
feverish  ;  and  on  the  16th  of  May,  1803,  war  was  again 
formaUy  declared. 

On  this  recommencement  of  hostilities,  although  the  num- 
ber of  ships  of  the  line  in  the  British  navy  had  sustained 
very  little  aiigiiieiilation  suice  the  former  war,  yet  that 
number  consisted  of  ships  in  better  condition,  and  for  the 
most  i)art  hirger.  The  following  will  shew  the  available 
force  of  the  British  navy  at  the  commencement  of  the  year 
1803. 


For  Sea  Senrice. 
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Rates. 

Sixth 
Rates. 

• 

1 

Giin-brigs, 
Cutters. 

TOTAL. 

In  commission 

In  ordinary  ... 

6 

1 
14 

31 

59 

7 
4 

or, 

11 
11 

58 
20 

36 
28 

210 
178 

6 
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11 
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22 

78 

G4 

p88 

By  the  1st  of  June,  no  less  than  60  sail  of  the  line  were 
in  commission,  together  with  a  proportional  numher  of  fri* 

gates  and  smaller  vessels.  ITie  exertions  of  Prance  in  the 
meanwhile  in  buildins^  new  shi])s  li:ul  lieen  very  great,  and, 
on  the  resumption  of  liostilitiet!,  the  Imc-of-battle  force  at 
their  disposal  arnounted  in  all  to  uj)wards  of  sixty  sail. 

The  iirst  open  act  of  hostility  on  the  part  of  the  British 
took  place  in  the  Channel  on  the  very  day  on  which  the 

war  appeared  in  the  Gazette.   The  British 
18-pounder  36-gun  frigate  Doris,  Captain  Richard  Henry 

7  2 
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Pearson,  gave  chase  to  the  French  National  H-jrim  lugger 
Afironteur,  and,  after  a  long  chase  and  a  determined  resis- 
tance on  the  part  of  the  latter,  by  which  she  had  her  cap- 
tain and  eight  men  killed  and  14  wounded,  the  lugger  sur- 
rendered. 

On  the  2 8 til  of  May,  the  French  36-srim  frigate  Fran- 
chise ^vas  captured  by  the  74-gnn  ship  Minotaur,  Captain 
John  Charles  Moore  Mansfield,  belonging  to  the  Channel 
fleet  cruizing  off  Brest* 

On  the  27th  of  June,  the  British  38-gun  frigate  Loire, 
Captain  Frederick  Lewis  Maitland,  cruizing  off  the  Lde  of 
Bas,  sent  her  three  boats,  under  the  orders  of  lieutenants 
Francis  Temple  and  James  Bowen,  with  Mr.  Philip  Henry 
Bridges  (midshipman),  to  attack  the  French  national  10- 
gun  brig  Venteux,  Lieutenant  Montfort,  which  was  moored 
under  the  batteries  of  the  island.  Owing*  to  the  hea\y 
rowing  of  one  of  the  boats,  only  two  reached  the  brig, 
which  was  perfectly  prepared  for  the  attack ;  but  these 
gallantly  boarded,  and,  after  a  resistance  of  ten  minutes, 
carried  her.  The  Venteux's  second  officer  and  two  seamen 
were  killed ;  and  her  commander,  four  officers,  and  eight 
seamen  wounded.  The  British  loss  amounted  to  Mr. 
McGwicr  (boatswain),  four  seamen,  and  one  marine 
wounded.  Lieutenant  Temple  was  made  a  commander  for 
this  service,  and  Mr.  l^ridgcs  promoted  to  be  a  lieutenant. 

On  the  2nd  of  July,  the  British  38-gun  frigate  Minerve, 
Captain  Jahleel  Brenton,  during  a  thick  fog,  groimded  at 
the  entrance  of  Cherbourg  harbour.  Notwithstanding  every 
effort  to  get  the  ship  afloat  which  it  was  possible  for  abilily 
to  surest,  or  courage  and  perseverance  to  execute — and 
alter  being  exposed  for  ten  hours  to  the  fire  of  numerous 
and  heavy  batteries,  and  some  gun-vessels.  Captain  Brenton 
ordered  the  colours  to  be  hauled  down.  The  Minerve  sus- 
tained a  loss  of  11  men  killed  and  16  wounded  before  she 
was  surrendered.'*' 

*  An  anecdote  of  one  of  the  crew  of  thn  Minerve,  r  latcd  in  Cap- 
tain 15n'nton*s  Naval  History,  must  not  be  forgotten.  The  exertions 
of  the  crew  had  been  succc'^:s^ul  in  getting  the  ship  olf  the  rocks  ;  and 
one  of  the  sailors,  who  had  had  both  his  legs  shot  oi\\  lying  in  the 
cockpit  waiting  to  be  attended  to  by  the  surgeon,  hcai      the  cheers  of 
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On  tlic  24th  of  July,  the  two  French  74-^nn  ships  Du- 
quesne  and  Duguay  Trouin,  Commodore  QiuM-angal  and 
Captain  Touifet,  accompanied  by  the  4U-guii  Ingate  Guer- 
niie,  Captain  Beaudouin»  taking  advantage  of  a  dark  squall, 
put  to  sea  from  Cape  Fran9ois,  in  the  hope  of  evading  a 
British  squadron,  blockading  the  port,  consisting  of  the  74- 
gun  ships  Bellerophon,  Elephant,  Theseus,  and  Vanguard, 
Captains  John  Loring,  George  Dundas,  John  Bligh,  and 
Jame^  Walker.  The  French  ships  havinir  senn rated  at 
night,  the  Elephant  gave  chase  to  the  iJuguay  I'rouin, 
while  the  Bellerophon  and  other  ships  pursued  the  Du- 
quesne,  which  was  on  the  following  day  overtaken  and  cap- 
tured, after  receiving  a  few  shot  from  the  Vanguard.  The 
loss  of  the  Vanguard  consisted  of  one  man  killed  and  one 
wounded.  Tiie  prize  was  a  fine  ship  ;  but,  having  been  mn 
on  the  Morant  Keys,  was  broken  up  on  reaching  England. 
The  Duguay  Trouin  andGuerriere  escaped  ;  but,  on  the  31st 
of  August,  when  otF  Ferrol,  the  former  was  fallen  in  Avith 
and  gallantly  engaged  by  the  38-gun  iirigate  Boadicea,  Gap- 
tain  Frederick  L.  Maitland,  and  both  the  Duguay  Trouin 
and  Gnexri^e  were  eventually  chased  into  Corunna,  on  the 
2nd  of  September,  by  the  74-gun  ship  Culloden,  Captain 
Barriiigtoii  Dacres.  In  this  latter  cngagemcAit  the  Cullo- 
den had  four  men  wounded,  and  the  Guerriere  six  killed 
and  15  wounded. 

On  the  11th  of  July,  the  British  18-gun  brii^  Racoon, 
Captain  Austen  Bissell,  while  working  between  the  inlands 
Guanda  and  St.  Domingo,  discovered  the  French  10-gun 
brig  Lodi,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Pierre  J.  Taupier,  at 
anchor  inLeogane  Roads.  The  Racoon  immediately  stood 
towards,  and  brought  up  within  30  yards  of  the  brig ;  and, 
after  a  caununadc  ui  30  miuutes,  the  Lodi  cut  her  cables. 


the  men  on  deck  in  consequence,  eagerly  demanded  what  it  meant. 
When  told  that  the  ship  was  off  the  shoal,  and  would  soon  be  dear  of 

the  forts,  he  is  reported  to  have  exclaimed,  **  Then   the  legs !" 

and,  taking  his  knife  from  his  ]ioekrt,  he  riit  the  remaining  muscles 
which  attached  tlicni  to  him,  nnd  v>iiied  his  shipmates  in  the  cheer. 
After  the  ship  was  taken  the  poor  leiiow  ^as  placed  i?i  the  l)()at  t  i>  be 
conveyed  to  the  hospital ;  hut  ,  determined  not  to  i^uthve  luh  loss  of 
liberty,  he  slacked  his  toui  uit^uets  and  bled  to  death. 
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and  endeavoured  to  make  off ;  but  she  was  closely  pursued 
bv  tlie  Racoon,  and  alter  a  second  encounter,  of  ten  minutes* 
duration,  hauled  dovm.  her  colours,  liie  Lodi  had  one 
man  killed  and  14  wounded.  Mr.  Thomas  Gill  (master's 
mate)  had  his  left  arm  shot  away,  but  he  was  the  anly  per« 
son  wounded  on  board  the  British  brig. 

On  the  1 7th  of  August,  this  same  vessel,  still  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Bissell,  chased  and  drove  ashore,  near 
St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  the  French  national  18-f>:un  brig  Alutine. 
The  Alutine  was  totally  lost ;  but  lier  crew  succeeded  in 
reach incT  the  land.  The  Racoon  still  continued  to  cruize 
off  the  island  of  Cuba,  and,  on  the  13th  of  October,  being 
off  Cumberland  harbour,  several  vessels  were  observed  run« 
nlng  along  close  to  the  shore,  all  of  which,  before  sunset, 
hauled  in  towards  the  harbour.  The  Racoon  anchored  in 
the  night,  in  the  expectation  that  the  vessels  would  endea- 
vour to  pass;  and  at  daylight,  on  the  14th,  discovered 
eight  or  nine  sail  lying  becalmed  at  some  distance.  The 
Racoon,  having  a  fine  land  wind,  proceeded  in  chase,  and 
succerded  in  gettiri*^  within  irnn-shot  of  a  brig,  which  on 
receiving  a  tew  broadsides  hauled  down  her  colours.  The 
prize  was  the  French  national  gun*brig  Petit  Fille,  and  had 
on  board  180  troops.  A  prize  crew  was  put  on  board, 
which  was  scarcely  effected  before  an  armed  schooner  and 
cutter  stood  towards  the  Racoon,  and  commenced  firing 
upon  her;  and  having  a  breeze  at  llh.  a.m.,  bore  up  with 
the  intention  of  boarding  the  British  brig  on  the  bow  and 
quarter.  The  two  vtssuls  ii  id  arrived  within  pistol-shot, 
when  the  Racoon  opened  her  broadside  on  the  cutter ;  then 
wearing  round,  she  fired  the  other  broadside  into  the 
schooner,  and  continued  to  manoeuvre  in  this  manner  so 
effectually,  that  the  two  vessels,  whose  decks  were  crowded 
with  men,  were  prevented  from  executing  their  project. 

After  engaging  for  an  hour,  the  cutter,  being  reduced  to 
a  sinking  state,  surrendered.  The  llacoon  having  taken 
possession  of  the  cutter,  proceeded  after  the  schooner, 
which  she  also  c;i])tared.  The  loss  on  board  the  latter  ves- 
sels, out  of  near  250  people,  including  150  troops,  amounted 
to  about  40  men  killed  and  wounded.  The  Racoon  sustained 
no  loss;  and  the  only  person  wounded  was  Mr.  James 
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Thompson,  tlic  master,  by  a  severe  contusion.    Her  tirst 

prize,  the  brig,  was  recaptured  by  the  French  crew,  while 
the  liacuon  was  engaging  the  cutter  and  schooner,  and  was 
run  ashore  upon  the  rocks. 

Oa  the  9th  of  September*  at  daylight,  the  British  hired 
armed  cutter  Sheerness,  lieutenant  Henry  Rowed,  being 
oS  Brest*  observed  two  chasse-mar^es  coming  out  of  the 
port.  Lieutenant  Rowed  dispatched  a  boat  witJi  seven 
men,  under  the  command  of  a  master' 6  mate,  in  cha^^e  of 
one,  while  he  in  the  Sheerness  pursued  the  other.  At  lOh. 
A.M.  it  fell  calm,  and  the  only  boat  now  left  to  the 
Bheemess  was  a  small  dingy,  which  was  hoisted  up 
astern.  With  this  small  boat,  however*  Lieutenant 
Rowed  determined  to  proceed  to  the  attack  of  the 
diasse-mar^*  then  about  four  miles  distant;  and  calling 
for  volunteers,  Mr.  John  Marks  (the  boatswain)  and 
three  men  came  forward,  and  with  this  crew,  which 
was  as  many  as  the  boat  would  contain,  she  put  off  from 
the  cutter.  'The  chasse-maree,  meantime,  was  making  use 
of  her  sweeps,  and  before  the  British  boat,  after  a  two 
hours'  pull,  could  overtake  her,  the  chasse-mar^  had  run 
ashore  dose  under  a  battery.  As  a  further  protection  to 
the  French  vessel,  30  French  soldiers  were  drawn  up  on 

the  beach.  Nothing  daunted  by  the  formidable  array. 
Lieutenant  Rowed  and  his  four  followers  boarded  the 
chasse-maree — her  crew  offering  very  little  resistance,  and 
quittinor  the  vessel  with  all  speed  ;  but  as  soon  as  the 
French  crew  had  left,  the  soldiers  opened  a  lire  of  mus- 
ketry. As  a  cover  from  this  fire,  the  British  crew  hoisted 
the  vessel's  foresail,  but  the  halyards  were  quickly  shot 
away,  and  the  crew  exposed  to  the  aim  of  the  soldiers. 

After  much  exertion— the  rising  tide  assisting—the 
French  vessel  was  got  off,  and  taken  in  tow  by  the  boat ; 
but  the  prize  had  scarcely  cleared  the  l;uid,  when  a  Freneli 
boat,  containing  an  oiheer  and  nine  armed  men,  suddenly 
made  her  appearance  alongside  the  chasse-maree.  The 
boatswain,  who,  with  the  lieutenant  and  three  men,  was  in 
the  boat  iJiead  towing,  immediately  observing  the  French 
boat,  dropped  his  oar,  and  in  an  instant  was  on  the  deck 
of  the  prize,  unarmed;  but  by  his  menacing  attitude  con- 
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trived  to  keep  the  French  crew  firom  boarding,  until  Lieu- 
tenant Rowed,  with  the  lemaining  men»  conld  come  to  his 
assistance  with  muskets.   The  Erench,  finding  they  could 

not  regain  possession  of  the  chasse-mar^  without  more 
trouble  than  thvy  anticipated,  quitted  her,  and  the  vessel, 
uotwithstandiiiii'  she  was  repeatedly  fired  at  by  the  battery, 
was  carried  off  in  triumph  by  the  gallant  captors.  No  less 
than  49  musket- balls  were  counted  in  the  f'ides  and  spars 
of  the  prize*  and  yet  not  one  of  the  boat's  crew  was 
wounded. 

lieutenant  Rowed,  with  that  generosity  which  is  an 

attribute  of  braverv,  stated  the  services  of  John  Marks  to 
the  Admiralty;  but  not  receiving  from  thence  any  rewiird, 
he  appealed  to  the  Patriotic  Fund,  which,  with  their  usurd 
liberality,  awarded  him  a  handsome  present ;  but  the  gallant 
lieutenant  himself,  an  oihcer  of  ten  years'  standing,  was 
unrewarded,  even  by  that  promotion  which  his  intrepeditf 
so  well  merited. 

On  the  20th  of  September,  at  5h.  p.m.,  the  British  hired 
cutter  Princess  Augusta,  armed  with  eight  4-pounders  and 
26  men,  commanded  by  LieutenaiiL  Isaac  WilHam  Scott, 
being  oft'  the  Texel,  was  attacked  by  the  Dutcii  schooners 
Faust,  of  1'2  guns  and  70  men,  and  Wraak,  mounting  eight 
guns,  with  a  crew  of  50  men.  The  largest  schooner,  hnving 
dosed  with  the  cutter,  fired  her  broadside,  which  killed  the 
boatswain  and  gunner,  and  mortally  wounded  the  com* 
mander  of  the  Frincess  Augusta ;  but  the  cutter  returned 
the  fire  with  great  efiect,  and  repulsed  several  attempts  to 
board.  Ulie  Wraak  then  ranL^c d  u]j  tu  lucward  of  the  Bri- 
tish cutter,  and  also  endeavoured  to  board ;  but  being  frus- 
trated on  each  occasion,  after  an  action  of  an  hour,  the 
schooners  hauled  oif.  Lieutenant  Scott,  in  his  dying  mo- 
ments, recommended  Mr.  Joseph  Thomas,  the  master,  to 
fight  the  cutter  bravely,  and  to  tell  the  admiral  (Lord 
Keith)  that  he  had  done  his  duty.  His  last  commands 
were  obeyed,  and  the  yessel  preserved  by  her  heroic  de- 
fenders from  capture.  The  total  loss  of  the  Princess  Au- 
gusta amounted  to  the  couiiiiauder,  boatswain,  and  car- 
penter killed,  and  two  wounded. 

On  the  9th  of  October,  the  British  18-gun  brig  Atalante, 
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Captain  Joseph  OreMasefield,  chased  and  drove  ashore  three 
French  mtrchant  vessels,  inider  tlie  battery  of  the  St.  Giklas, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Pcnncrf,  The  boats  were  then 
sent  in  under  Lieutenant  Jolm  Hawkins  and  Mr.  Richard 
Burstal^  the  master^  which  succeeded  in  boarding  the  ves* 
sels  after  much  resistance  from  a  party  of  soldiers.  As  the 
vessels  were  light,  and  of  no  value,  iheie  cables  were  cut, 
and  they  drifted  on  the  rocks.  TTie  boats  then  returned 
to  the  brig,  having  had  one  iiiau  Ivillc  d  and  two  wounded. 

On  the  26th  of  October,  Lieutenant  Robert  Henderson, 
of  the  18- gun  brig  Osprey,  in  a  boat  with  17  men,  boarded 
the  French  cutter  privateer  Ressource,  mounting  four  guns, 
with  a  crew  of  43  men,  notwithstanding  the  heavy  firQ 
which  on  the  approach  of  the  boats  was  kept  up  by  the 
cutter.  After  a  sharp  but  ineffectual  resistance,  the  cutter 
was  carried ;  Lieutenant  Henderson  and  four  seamen  being 
wouiicU  (1.  The  Ressource  had  two  men  killed  and  12 
wounded. 

On  the  3rd  of  November,  while  the  British  3G-gun  frigate 
Blanche,  Captain  Zachariah  Mudge,  was  lying  at  anchor  off 
the  entrance  of  Mancenille  Bay,  St.  Domingo,  the  French 
armed  cutter  Albion  was  discovered  dose  under  the  guns 
of  Monte  Chiisti,  where  she  was  waiting  with  a  cargo  of 
bullocks  for  the  use  of  the  garrison  at  Cape  Francois.  The 
cutter  mounted  two  4-pounders,  besides  six  swivels;  and 
her  crew  numbered  43,  including  officers.  The  fort 
mounted  four  long  24-])ouMders  and  three  field-pieces, 
which  entirely  commanded  the  cutter.  Captain  Mudge* 
deeming  the  position  of  the  cutter  to  be  assailable,  dis- 
patched the  ship's  boats,  under  the  orders  of  Lieutenant 
William  Braithwaite,  in  open  day,  to  endeavour  to  cut  her 
out ;  but  from  various  causes  the  attack  was  not  made. 

A  night  expedition  was  then  proposed,  and  Lieutenant 
Edward  Nicolls,  of  the  marines,  volunteered  with  one  hunt 
to  make  the  attempt.  Tliis  offer  was  accej)tcd,  and  the 
red  cutter,  with  13  volunteers,  himself  included,  put  off 
from  the  frigate;  but  Captain  Mudge  fearing  that  the 
courage  of  Lieutenant  Nicolls  might  induce  him  to  overrate 
his  strength,  dispatched  af  him  the  barge,  in  which  were 
22  men,  under  the  orders  of  Lieutenant  the  Hon.  Warwick 
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Lake.  The  barge  joined,  but  subBequently  aepoiated*  and 
lieutenant  NicoUs  proceeded  alone  in  die  execution  of  the 

project. 

At  al)out  21i.  40m.  a.m.  on  the  4th,  the  red  cutter  ar- 
rived within  hail  of  tlie  Albion,  find  was  challenged,  to 
which  the  daring  crew  responded  witii  three  hearty  cheers, 
and  dashed  on  at  the  enemy,  round,  grape,  and  musket 
shot  ploughing  up  the  water  about  the  boat,  and  whistling 
over  the  men's  heads.  By  the  second  volley  of  musketry, 
the  coxswain  and  two  others  were  severely  wounded ;  but 
before  a  third  could  be  fired.  Lieutenant  Nioolls  and  his 
gallant  band  had  gained  afootinjj^  on  the  Albion's  deck.  A 
fierce  struggle  ensued.  Lieutenant  Nicolls  was  badly 
wounded,  and  the  French  captain  killed;  but  in  a  short 
time  the  French  crew  was  overpowered,  and  driven  below. 
Hitherto  not  a  shot  had  been  discharged  from  the  batteiies, 
and  in  order  to  keep  up  the  delusion  that  the  victofy  was 
undecided.  Lieutenant  Nicolls  ordered  the  marines  with 
him  to  load  and  fire  as  rapidly  as  possible,  while  the  seamen 
employed  themselves  in  getting  the  cutter  underway.  The 
vessel  was  nearly  under  sail,  when  the  barge,  with  Lieute- 
nant Lake,  came  alongside,  and  took  the  c  (  nnnand,  and 
the  marines  having  ceased  firinc,  the  battery  immediately 
opened,  by  wliich  two  of  the  Blanche's  crew  were  killed. 
Fortunately  the  breeze  freshened  off  the  land,  and  the 
cutter  was  quickly  out  of  gun-shot»  without  suffering  any 
further  loss.  The  particulars  of  tins  gallant  afiidr  not 
having  been  fully  stated,  the  committee  at  Lloyd's  awarded 
two  swords — one  of  £oO  value  to  Lieutenant  Lake,  imd  the 
other  of  £30  to  Lieutenant  Nicolls — in  reward  for  their 
gallantry.  The  wounds  of  Lieutenant  Nicolls  were  both 
painful  and  dangerous.  A  musket-ball  struck  his  belly, 
and  by  the  resistance  of  the  integuments  was  passed  round, 
and  came  out  at  his  right  side,  and  lodged  in  the  fleshy 
part  of  his  arm ;  and  yet  his  name  was  not  returned  in  the 
official  letter  as  among  the  wounded. 

On  the  same  morning  the  launch  of  the  Blanche,  with 
28  men,  under  the  command  of  Mr.  John  Smith,  master's 
mate,  attacked  a  French  schooner  mounting  a  long  6- 
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pounder,  and  manned  villi  30  men,  as  she  was  coming  out 

of  the  Caracol  passage  and,  after  an  obstinate  resistance, 
carried  her,  after  she  had  lost  one  man  killed  and  live 
wounded.  The  launch  had  one  man  killed  and  two 
wounded. 

On  the  7th  of  November,  Mr.  Edward  Henry  A'CJourt 
(midshipman),  of  the  Blanche,  was  sent  in  a  cutter,  with 
seven  seamen  and  marines,  to  fetch  sand  for  the  use  of  the 

ship.    In  the  evening,  on  her  return,  the  boat  fell  in  with 

a  schooner  lying  nearly  becalmed,  which  she  pulled  towards, 
and  as  they  w^ere  apprehensive  that  she  was  a  privateer, 
they  cautiously  kept  in  her  wake.  Just  as  they  got  under 
her  stem,  a  £re  of  musketry  from  the  schooner  mortally 
wounded  one,  and  severely  wounded  another  of  the  boat's 
crew.  Mr.  A'Gourt,  nevertheless,  pulled  up  alongside,  and 
with  lus  five  remaining  men,  boarded  and  carried  the 
schooner,  although  she  had  among  her  passengers  a  French 
colonel  and  thirty  soldiers.  A  mure  gallant  performance 
can  hai'dly  be  considered  possible. 

On  the  14th  of  November,  a  detachment  of  seamen  and 
mariues,  amounting  to  134  men,  under  the  orders  of  Cap- 
tain William  Ferris,  of  the  14-gun  brig  Drake,  with  lieu* 
tenants  Thomas  Cole  and  Thomas  Furber,  of  the  74-gun 
ship  Blenheim,  Captain  Thomas  Ghraves,  and  Lieutenants  of 
Marines  Walter  S.  Boyd  and  George  Beatty,  accompanied 

by  the  Swift  cutter,  proceeded  ofF  Marine  MailjoLir,  Marti- 
nique, to  attack  the  French  privateer  schooner  Haruioiiie, 
at  anchor  within.  The  marinofs  landed  and  surprised  the 
fort,  taking  15  prisoners,  when  they  dismounted  and  spiked 
the  guns  and  blew  up  the  magazine.  The  boats  were  fired 
upon  as  they  approached  the  schooner,  but  she  was  boarded 
and  carried  in  a  few  minutes.  The  Haimonie  mounted 
eight  guns,  and  out  of  her  crew  of  66  men,  had  two  killed 
and  14  wounded.  The  British  loss  amounted  to  one  man 
killed  and  live  wounded. 

On  the  ^^Oth  of  November,  tlic  I'rench  squadron,  with  the 
troops  under  General  Rocambeau,  evacuated  Cape  iVaQ9oi8, 
St.  Domingo,  and  by  the  terms  of  their  capitulation  the  French 
ships  in  tibat  port  were  to  be  suzrendered  to  the  British 
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squadron*  as  soon  as  they  quitted  the  harbour.  The  40-guQ 

frigate  Surveillante  came  out,  and  was  taken  possession  of 
accordincrly ;  but  the  Clorinde,  in  comins^  out,  grounded  on 
the  rocks  under  Fort  St.  Joseph ,  and  beat  otF  her  rudder, 
and  her  situation  became  so  desperate  from  the  heavy  sea 
breaking  on  the  rocks,  that  the  British  boats  which  had 
been  sent  to  her  assistance  were  returning  to  the  squadron. 
At  this  time  the  Clorinde  had  on  board  nearly  900  souls. 
Among  the  boats  present  was  the  Hercule's  launch,  con* 
taining'40  men,  under  Lieutenant  NesbitJosiasWilloupjhby, 
who,  anxious  to  rescue  the  uuiOiLunate  creatures  from  the 
certain  dcutli  tli;it  riwaited  them,  either  by  perishing  in  the 
ship,  or  being  murdered  by  the  blacks  on  shore,  put  back 
towards  the  Clorinde.  As  he  approached,  he  found  the  side 
of  the  ship  crowded  with  men,  anxion?  to  jump  into  the 
launch ;  and  knowing  that  if  he  approached  nearer,  this  mass 
of  human  beings  would  leap  into  the  boat  and  swamp  her, 
he  procured  a  small  punt,  in  which  he  alone  embarked, 
ordering  the  launch  to  kiy  off  on  her  oars.  Lieutenant 
Willoui^hby,  having  reached  the  Clorinde,  proposed  to 
General  Lapoype  to  haul  down  the  Freucli  flag,  and  sur- 
render the  ship  to  him.  This,  after  some  little  hesitation, 
was  acceded  to,  and  the  British  colours  hoisted.  Lieute* 
nant  Willoughby  then,  with  some  difficulty,  landed,  and 
having  obtained  an  interview  witb  Oenml  Dessalines, 
gained  from  him  a  promise  of  assistance  to  enable  him  to 
get  the  ship  afloat,  or,  m  case  of  her  destruction,  protection 
for  the  crew,  who  were  in  that  case  to  be  considered  as 
prisoners  to  the  British.  With  the  assistance  from  the 
shore,  and  the  arrival  of  some  boats  from  the  British 
squadron,  together  with  the  falling  of  the  wind,  Lieutenant 
Willoughby  succeeded  in  heaving  the  Clorinde  oflP  the 
rocks.  Tlius,  by  the  humane  and  uncommon  exertions  of 
one  officer,  a  great  many  lives  were  undoubtedly  preserved, 
and  also  a  fine  frii^ate,  which,  as  well  the  buiveillante, 
was  added  to  the  British  navy. 


*  See  page  69. 
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Towards  the  close  of  the  preceding  year  the  British  74- 
gun  ship  Centaur,  Captain  Murray  Maxwell,  bearing  the 
broad  pendant  of  Commodore  Samuel  Hood,  was  cruizing 
off  Fort  Royal  Bay,  Martinique^  watching  the  port  and 
endeavouring  to  intercept  Tessels  entering  or  coming 
out.  At  the  distance  of  rather  less  than  a  mile  from  the 
south-west  end  of  Martinique,  called  Diamond  Point,  stands 
a  rock  named  the  Diamond  Rock,  the  height  of  which  is 
about  600  feet,  the  circumference  less  than  a  mile,  and  the 
form  very  similar  to  that  of  a  hay-stack.  The  west  side  of  the 
rock  is  alone  accessible,  it  presenting  on  the  other  sides  a 
perpendicular  surface  from  within  a  few  feet  of  its  anmmit, 
and  on  the  west  side  a  heavy  surf  breaks  at  most  times, 
which  renders  landing  impracticable.  After  having  landed* 
the  difficulties  are  very  great,  and  the  person  has  to  creep 
through  crannies  and  over  dangerous  steeps  until  reaching 
the  north-west  side  of  the  rock,  where  the  eye  is  suddenly 
relieved  hy  a  sloping  grove  of  wild  fig-trees.  Commodore 
Hood,  finding  that  vessels  frequently  eluded  lum  by  passing 
between  the  Diamond  Rock  and  the  main  land,  determined 
to  take  possession  of  and  fortify  it,  making  it  at  the  same 
time  a  sort  of  dep6t  or  stationary  ship  of  war,  from  whence 
boats  could  be  detached  to  harass  the  enemy's  trade. 

In  tiiL'  month  of  January,  a  landing  was  t-tltcted,  and,  in 
an  inconceivably  short  space  of  time,  but  alter  a  work  of 
unparalleled  labour,  live  of  the  Centaur's  guns — three  24 
and  two  i8-pounders — ^were  mounted  on  diiferent  parts  of 
tiiis  stupendous  caatie.  One  of  the  24-pounders,  fitted 
upon  a  ciicular  carriage,  commanded  the  landing  place. 
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ranging  almost  to  the  Bay  of  Marin .  Another  was  mounted 
upon  the  north-east  side,  and  the  third  24-pounder  half- 
way up  the  rock.  Upon  the  summit,  which  commands  an 
extensive  range,  the  IS-ponnders  were  placed.   The  rode 

being  thus  fortified  and  a  sufficient  store  of  ammunition 
landed.  Lieutenant  Wilkes  Maurice,  of  the  Centaur,  with 
the  rank  of  commander,  and  with  a  crew  of  12(3  men  and 
boys,  for  wiiich  a  four  months*  supply  of  provisions  and 
water  was  landed,  hoisted  his  pendant  on  the  "  British 
sloop-of-war  Diamond  Rock." 

On  the  evening  of  the  Srd  of  February,  four  of  the  Cen- 
taur^s  boats,  containing  60  seamen  and  12  marines,  under 
the  orders  of  Lieutenant  Robert  Carthew  Reynolds,  were 
sent  to  attempt  the  capture  of  the  French  16-gun  brig 
Curieux,  Cnptain  J.  Cordier,  which  wrs  lying  at  anchor 
near  the  entrance  of  Fort  iioyal,  Martinique.  Every  pre- 
caution had  been  adopted  to  prevent  a  surprise,  and  at 
about  Ih.  A«M.  on  the  4th,  the  Centaur's  boats,  on  their 
approach,  were  hailed  by  the  Curieux,  and  some  guns  and 
musketry  discharged.  TlieBritish  marines  quickly  returned 
the  fire,  and  the  boats  havin^j;  got  alongside,  attempted  to 
board.  Lieutenant  Reynolds,  findinir  the  brig's  boardmg- 
nctting  triced  up  fore  and  aft,  which  he  was  unable  to  sur- 
mount, dropped  astern,  and  in  defiance  of  a  galhng  fire  of 
musketry  and  swivels,  at  length  succeeded  wiUi  his  crew  in 
getting  on  board.  After  a  very  determined  resistance  the 
Curieux  was  carried,  and  her  cables  being  cut,  in  a  few 
minutes  she  stood  out  of  Fort  Bjoyd.  harbour,  under  a  heavy 
fire  from  the  batteries  at  the  entrance.  Lieutenants  Rey- 
nolds and  George  Edmund  B3rron  Bettesworth,  Mr.  John 
Treacy  (midsliipman),  and  six  seamen,  were  wounded  ;  and 
Lieutenant  Reynolds  so  severely  injured,  that  this  n^llant 
ofiicer,  who  was  promoted  and  appointed  to  command  the 
prize,  did  not  survive  to  enjoy  the  honours  his  bravery  me- 
rited. The  Curieux's  loss,  out  of  a  crew  of  70  men, 
amounted  to  ten  killed  and  30  wounded,  including  all  but 
cne  of  her  officers. 

On  the  5th  of  February,  the  British  12-gun  schooner 
Eclair,  cuinmanded  by  Lieutenant  William  Carr,  wiiile 
cruizing  about  60  leagues  to  the  northward  of  Tortola,  fell 
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in  with  the  French  22 -gun  privateer  ship  Grand  Decide, 
and  after  a  very  close  and  gallant  action,  which  lasted 
30  minutes,  the  ship  made  all  sail  away.  The  Eclair, 
out  of  about  60  men  and  boysj  in  this  most  unequal  con- 
test, had  only  one  killed  and  four  wounded^  with  her  rigging 
cut  to  pieces  and  her  masts  and  yards  damaged.  The  crew 
of  the  privateer  numbmd  220 ;  bat  her  loss,  which  must 
have  heea  severe,  is  not  known. 

Whilst  narrating  the  many  gallant  exploits  of  the  British 
navy,  we  must  not  wholly  ovei  look  the  achievements  of 
British  sailors  cMiiployed  in  commercial  pursuits;  and  espe- 
cially the  celel)rated  action  fought  by  Captain  Nathaniel 
Dance,  of  the  East- India  Company's  service.  On  the  31st 
of  January,  the  India  fleet,  of  16  sail  of  large  ships,  sailed 
from  Chma  for  Europe.  The  ships  were  all  first-dass 
ships,  of  from  1,200  to  1,500  tons,  mounting  30  or  36 

guns,  with  crews  averaging  100  men  vacli,  exclusive  of 
Indian  sailors.  But  although  armed  with  30  guns,  few,  if 
any,  of  the  siups  were  calcuhitcd  to  contend  with  acon^ette, 
for  their  ports  were  so  small,  that  the  guns  could  only  be 
fired  at  an  object  immediately  abreast,  and  these  were 
abort  18-pounders,  not  much  more  effective  than  carronades 
of  the  same  calibre ;  in  &ct,  the  armament  of  the  India 
ships  served  only  to  deter  small  privateers  and  piratical 
Malays  from  attacking  them.  But  their  appearance  was 
very  v.  arhkc,  for,  being  lofty  ships,  well-rigged  and  piunted 
with  two  tiers  of  ])orts,  they,  at  a  distance,  might  easily  have 
been  taken  for  liue-of- battle  ships ;  and,  as  we  have  already 
seen,  a  large  French  frigate  was  so  misled  by  this  appear- 
ance, as  to  strike  without  firing  a  shot."^  The  China  fleet 
consisted  of  the  following  :— 


Earl  Camdeii.,.Nat.  Dance, 
Warley  ...••••••Hen.  \\  ilsou, 

Alfred   Jas.  Farquharson, 

Royal  George.,.  J.  F.  Timmiiis, 

Coutts   Robert  Toiirin, 

Wexford  •••••  •W.  S.  Clarke, 

Qsnges   Wm.  Mofiatt, 

Exeter  ••••••••»Heii.  Meriton, 


Ahrriraveuuy  ...J.  Wordsworth, 
Addiiigton   ......J.  Kirk])atri('k, 

Bombay  Ciistie...Ar€h.  Hamilton, 

CumberUuid  W.  W.  Farrer, 

Hope   J.  Pendergrass, 

Doraetshire  R*  H.  Brown^ 

W.  HastiDgs  ,..Tho8.  Ijarkttui, 
Ocean  J.  C  Lochner* 


» I     ■  ■■  -    '       '  -   

*  See  page  lo. 
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There  were  also  11  country  ships,  two  other  merchant 
Bhips,  and  the  Company's  armed  brig  Granges. 

On  the  14th  of  February,  at  8h.  A.aff.,  the  fleet  being  off 
Pulo  Amo,  diBoovered  four  strange  sail  to  leeward,  beaming 
soulii-west ;  and  Captain  Dance,  who  as  the  senior  captain 
hoisted  a  commodore's  broad  pendant,  directed  the  Alfred, 
Royal  Georerr  ,  Bombay  Castle,  and  Hope,  to  bear  up  and 
reconnoitre  tiie  stranc^ers.  T]ie  (  raii^as  ai^^o  stood  towards 
the  strangers,  which  in  a  short  time  were  made  out  to 
be  a  squadron  of  one  line-of-battle  ship,  three  frigates, 
and  a  brig.  These  composed  Rear-Admiral  llnois* 
squadron,  and  were  the  74-gun  ship  Marengo,  40-gun  fri- 
gate BeUe  Poule,  36-gun  frigate  S^millante,  22'gun  cor- 
vette Bmeau,  and  16-gun  brig  Aventurier.  This  squadron 
had  sailed  from  Batavia  purposely  to  intercept  the  China 
fleet,  and  on  perceiving  the  British  ships,  hauled  close  to 
the  wind  and  made  sail  towards  them. 

Having  recalled  his  sliips.  Commodore  Dance  made  the 
signal  for  a  line  of  battle  in  close  order,  steering  their  pro- 
per course  under  easy  sail,  and  by  nightfall  the  French 
squadron  was  on  the  weather  quarter  of  the  British  fleet. 
Commodore  Dance  disposed  his  ships  in  the  best  possible 
order  for  defence,  placing  the  country  ships  on  the  lee  bow 
of  the  armed  ships;  and  then  liove  to  for  the  night,  and, 
hoistinfr  liL'-hts,  boldly  awaited  the  approach  of  the  enemy. 
The  Frencii  admiral,  however,  appeared  little  inclined  to 
attack,  probably  fearing  that  among  the  East-India  ships 
were  ships  of  war ;  and  oonsequendy,  at  daylight  on  the 
following  morning,  the  French  squadron  was  about  three 
miles  to  windward,  also  l3ring  to.  Commodore  Dance  ob- 
serving, at  9h.  A.M.,  that  the  French  made  no  hostile  de- 
monstration, filled  and  made  sail  on  the  starbuar'd  tack,  and 
hoisted  his  colours,  upon  which  the  French  squadron  edged 
off  the  wind,  and  stood  towards  the  British. 

At  Ih.  P.M.,  observing  that  the  intention  of  the  French 
admiral  was  to  cut  off  the  rear  of  tlie  British,  Commodore 
Dance  made  the  signal  for  his  fleet  to  tack  in  succession, 
and  to  edge  off  the  wind  to  windward  of  the  British  rear, 
and  engage  the  enemy  on  arriving  up.  This  skilful 
manoeuvre  was  perloiined  wila  the  correctness  ui  a  weli- 
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disciplined  fleet,  the  Royal  George  Icadinpr,  folluwed  in 
dose  order  by  the  Gauges,  Earl  Camden,  Warley,  Alfred, 

and  others.  In  this  manner  the  British  ships,  with  a  light 
air  of  wind,  and  top-gallant  sails  set,  approached  the  enemy. 
At  Ih.  15m.  the  Marengo  opened  fire  upon  the  Royal 
George  and  Ganges,  which  the  latter  returned  in  a  very 

spirited  manner.  1  iie  Royal  George  was  engaged  nearly 
40  minutes ;  the  Ganges  and  other  ships  were  also  engaged 
as  thc)^  arrived  up,  but  for  a  siiorter  period  than  the  Royal 
George ;  and  alter  the  action  had  lasted  just  43  minutes, 
the  Marengo  and  consorts  ceased  firing,  hauled  to  the  wind, 
and  made  sail  away.  Commodore  Dance  immediately  made 
tiie  signal  for  a  general  chase,  but,  as  may  be  expected,  with- 
out any  prospect  of  success  ;  it,  however,  had  the  effect  of 
scaring  away  the  French  admiral  from  the  rich  booty  which  a 
perseverance  in  the  attack  laust  have  put  into  his  possession. 

The  Royal  George,  in  her  gallant  encounter,  had  only 
one  man  killed  and  one  wounded ;  but  several  shot  had 
struck  her  hull,  and  her  sails  and  rigging  were  much  cut. 
No  other  ship  received  any  material  damage,  and  the 
French  squadron  none.  If  ever  a  French  admiral  was 
frightened  from  his  prey,  it  was  the  case  with  M.  Linois, 

but  it  was  only  the  great  skill  and  co\irai;eous  front  which 
Coniinodore  Dance  so  wisely  uiaiiitaincd  throughout  which 
preserved  every  ship  from  capture.  We  venture  to  affirm 
that  had  the  case  been  reversed,  not  a  single  ship  would 
have  escaped ;  altliough,  as  the  matter  stood,  no  British 
ship  would  have  been  surrendered  without  making-  a  gallant 
defence.  Commodore  Dance  received  every  mark  of  com- 
mendation from  all  quarters ;  not  the  least  valued  of  which 
was  the  honour  of  knighthood,  bestowed  upon  him  by  his 
sovereign,  for  conduct  which  would  have  conferred  credit 
upon  a  British  admiral. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  two  boats  belonging  to  the  74- 
gun  ship  Blenheim,  Captain  William  Ferris,  containing  50 
officers  and  men,  under  Lieutenant  Thomas  Furber,  made 
a  gallant  attack  upon  the  French  national  schooner  Curi- 
euse,  which  was  moored  under  a  battery  at  the  town  of  St. 
Pierre.  The  schooner  was  fully  prepared  for  resistance, 
having  a  boarding-netting  triced  up  to  her  mast-heads,  and 
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her  sweeps  rigged  out  on  each  side  ;  bnt  the  boats*  crews« 

notwithstandiiiG!-  a  heavy  fire  fi  oin  the  schooner  and  neigh- 
bourmg  forts,  boarded  and  carried  theCurieuse,  after  a  very 
hard  struggle.  As  soon  as  the  cables  were  cut,  the  schooner 
swang  round,  and  grounded  on  the  beach,  ami  it  was  theu 
discovered  that  she  was  moored  to  the  shore,  by  a  chain 
under  the  bottom*  lieutenant  Furber  was  tiiereiore  com* 
peUed  to  abandon  the  prize  his  gallantry  had  won,  and 
returned  to  the  ship  with  the  loss  of  three  men  killed,  five 
officers  and  1 4  men  wounded,  and  three  missing. 

On  the  1 3th  of  March,  Lieutenant  Thoinii:^  Forrest,  with 
30  volunteers  from  the  3G-gnn  fri  irate  Emerald,  Captain 
James  O'Brien,  embarked  on  board  the  armed  sloop  Fort 
Diamond,  and  proceeded  to  attack  tbe  French  10-gun 
privateer  schooner  Mosambique,  lying  under  some  guns  at 
Seron,  just  within  the  Pearl  Rock,  at  the  western  extiemity 
of  Martinique.  The  sloop  ran  the  schooner  aboard  with 
such  violence,  that  the  chain  by  which  the  latter  was  secured 
to  the  shore  was  broken ;  Lieutenant  Forrest  and  his  men 
then  jumped  on  board,  and  most  of  the  schooner's  crew,  60 
in  number,  iled  to  the  shore.  Mr.  Hall  (master's  mate) 
and  one  seaman  only  were  wounded. 

On  the  14th  of  March,  two  boats  of  the  14-gun  brig 
Drake  were  sent  under  the  orders  of  the  master,  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Robson,  to  board  a  ship,  mounting  IS  guns,  which  had 
been  chased  and  driven  on  shore  by  the  Drake,  near  some 
batteries  at  the  Hayes,  Guadaloupe.  As  the  boats  ap- 
proached, the  vessel  was  deserted  by  the  crew,  and  hall'-aa- 
hour  afterwards,  having  been  treacherously  set  on  lire 
previously  to  her  crew  leaving,  blew  up,  killing  a  master's 
mate,  three  seamen,  and  one  marine,  and  mortally  wound- 
ing Mr.  Robson,  besides  severely  injuring  several  of  the 
boat's  crew.  This  was  the  third  occasion,  within  less  than 
a  month,  in  which  Mr.  Robson  and  his  gallant  companions 
had  distinguished  themselves. 

On  the  17th  of  March,  the  16-j]^un  brig  Penguin,  Cap- 
tain George  Morris,  drove  on  bhore,  on  the  bar  of  Senegal, 
the  French  privateer  schooner  Renommce,  of  12  guns  and 
87  men,  which,  on  the  24th,  was  totally  destroyed  by 
Lieutenant  Charles  Williams  and  a  boat's  crew* 
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On  the  23rd  oi'  March,  the  British  18-gun  corvette  Obprey, 
Captain  George  Youiighiisband,  cruizing  on  the  Windward 
Islaad  station,  gave  chase  to  the  French  12-pounder  36- 
gim  privateer  Egyptienne,  and  arriving  within  bail  of  her, 
«a  action  commenced,  which  was  continued  with  great  gal- 
lantry for  one  hour  and  twenty  minutes,  when  the  Egyp- 
tienne  made  off,  and  was  out  of  sight  before  dcirk.  The 
Osprey  was  much  damaged  in  her  sails  and  rigging,  and 
had  one  man  killed  and  16  wounded.  The  privateer,  out 
of  a  crew  of  248  men  and  boys,  had  eight  killed  and  19 
wounded. 

On  the  25th,  the  Bgyptienne  was  chased  by  the  British  1 2- 
pounder  14*gun  ship  Hippomenes,  Captain  Conway  Ship- 
ley, and  'after  a  pursuit  of  54  hours,  and  a  running  fight  of 

three  hours  and  twenty  minutes,  hauled  down  her  colours 
and  was  taken  possession  of.  On  board  the  Hippoinenes, 
only  Mr.  John  Llovd  (master's  mate)  was  wounded.  The 
Egyptienne  had  formerly  been  the  national  frigate  Railleuse, 
and  measured  850  tons.  The  gallantry  of  this  capture, 
therefore,  was  very  commendable. 

On  the  24th  of  March,  the  British  13-gan  bark  Wolve- 
rine* Captain  Henry  Gordon,  on  her  way  to  Newfoundland* 
with  eight  sail  of  convoy,  was  chased  by  the  French  30- 
gun  privateer  Blonde.  Captain  Gordon,  having  directed 
the  merchant  vessels  to  make  the  best  of  their  wav  into 
port,  stood  towards  the  stranger,  and  at  41i.  p.m.,  having 

arrived  within  half  gun-sliot  of  her,  hove  to  on  the  star- 
board tack.  The  Blonde  soon  afterwards  ranged  up  along- 
side to  windward,  and  commenced  the  action,  then  wore 
with  the  intention  of  raking  the  Wolverine ;  but  the  latter, 
to  avoid  this,  wore  also,  and  the  two  vessels  then  came  to 
the  Wiiid  on  the  ka  board  tack,  and  the  action  continued 
uninterruptedly  for  50  minutes.  The  Vv  ulverine,  being  by 
this  time  much  shattered,  her  wheel  shot  away,  and  her  hold 
filled  with  water,  hauled  down  her  colours.  Out  of  a  com- 
plement of  70  men  and  boys,  the  Wolverine  had  one  mid- 
shipman and  four  seamen  killed  and  ten  wounded* 

The  Blonde  was  a  frigate-built  ship  of  600  tons,  and 
mounted  24  long  8-pounders  on  the  main-deck  and  six  car- 
ronadcs  on  the  quaxter-deck  and  iorecastle,  with  a  crew  of 
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240  men,  of  wliich  site  had  her  first  lieutenant  mortally^ 

and  five  men  slightly,  wounded. 

The  prisoners  were  scarcely  removed  from  the  Wolverine 
ere  she  filled  and  went  down,  aifordin^  a  convincing  proof 
of  her  having  been  defended  to  the  last  extremity.  Captaia 
Gordon,  on  his  return  to  England,  was  tried  by  court-mar- 
tial, and  most  honourably  acquitted,  and  shortly  afterwards 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  post-captain. 

On  the  28th  of  March,  the  British  18-gun  bri^  Scorpion, 
Captain  George  Nicholas  Hardinge,  cruizing  off  the  Dutch 
coast,  discovered  two  hrig  corvettes  lying  in  the  Vlie  pas- 
sag^e,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Texcl.  On  the  81st,  the  14-e:un 
sloop  Beaver*  Captain  Charles  Felly,  joined  company,  and  it 
was  determined  to  attempt  the  cutting  out  one  of  the  brigs. 
Accordingly,  at  9h.  30m.  p.tf five  boats,  containing  60  o^* 
cers  and  men^headed  by  the  twocommanders^  pushed  off  from 
the  Scorpion.  About  half-past  ten  they  got  alongside  the  out* 
ermost,  which  was  the  Dutch  national  brig  Atalante,  mount* 
ing  16  long  r2-pouuders,  with  a  crew  of  76  men,  and  fully 
prepared  for  defence,  having  her  boardino:-nettini^s  triced  up. 

Captain  Harduige  was  the  first  man  on  her  deck,  but  was 
quickly  supported  by  his  boats'  crews.  The  impetuosity  of 
the  assault  was  such  that  many  of  the  Dutch  crew  ran 
below;  those  who  remained,  however,  fought  desperately* 
and  did  not  surrender  until  the  captain  ^  and  three  seamen 


*  Captain  Hardinge,  in  a  private  letter,  furnishes  several  interest- 
ing particulars.  The  decks/'  he  writes,  were  slippery  in  conse- 
queDce  of  rain,  so  that,  grappling  with  mj  first  opponent^  a  mate  of 
w  watch,  I  fe^ ;  hut,  recovering  my  position,  fonght  1dm  upon  equal 
terms,  and  killed  him.  I  then  engaged  the  captain,  as  brave  a  man 
as  anj  service  ever  boasted  :  he  had  almost  kiUed  one  of  my  seamen. 
To  my  shame  be  it  spoken,  he  disarmed  me,  and  was  on  the  ))oirit  of 
killinf^  me,  when  a  seaman  of  mine  "  (as  Captain  Hardinge  thought  at 
the  time,  but  if  was  ]\Ir.  Williams,  the  master)  "  came  up  and  rescued 
me,  and  enabled  me  to  recover  my  sword.  At  this  time  all  the  men 
from  the  boats  had  boarded,  and  were  in  possession  of  the  deck.  Two 
men  were  going  to  fall  upon  the  captain  at  once.  I  ran  up,  held  them 
back,  and  then  adjnred  him  to  accept  quarter.  With  inflenble  heroism 
he  disdained  the  gift,  kept  us  at  bay,  and  compelled  us  to  kill  him. 
He  fell  covered  with  honourable  wounds. Captain  Carp  was  buried 
with  all  the  respect  which  his  bravery  merited,  aiid  the  prisoners  were 
all  put  on  ahore.—NawU  Chranieiet  vol*  20* 
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were  killed,  and  three  officers  and  eight  seamen  had  been 
wounded.  Lieutenant  Buckland  Stirling  lUuett,  the  mas- 
ter (Mr.  Woodward  Williams),  Mr.  Edmund  Jones  (mid- 
shipmaii)»  and  two  seamen  were  wounded,  all  belonging  to 
the  Scorpion.  A  heavy  gale  coming  on  the  next  morning, 
the  Bntiah  were  obliged  to  remain  48  hours  before  they 
could  weigh ;  but  at  length,  after  three  days'  perseverance 
in  the  intricate  channel,  the  Atalante  was  brought  off. 
Captain  liardinge  was  for  bis  gallantry  posted  lulo  the 
Proselyte,  and  Lieutenant  Bluett  made  a  commander. 

On  tbe  9tb  of  April,  tbe  British  armed  en  tiute  Wilbel- 
mina,  mounting  18  long  9 -pounders,  one  12 -pounder  car- 
ronade,  and  two  long  6-pounder8,  Captain  Henry  Lambert, 
bound  to  Madras,  and  accompanied  by  a  country  ship 
valuably  laden,  discovered  a  large  sail  in  chase.  Captain 
Lambert  immediately  directed  the  merchant  ship  to  part 
company,  and  make  the  best  of  her  way  to  Trincomal^. 

The  stranger  was  the  French  32-guu  hi'^cile  privateer 
P«yebe,  Captain  Troiroff,  and  on  the  11th,  at  dayliirlit,  the 
Wiiheimina  hoisted  her  colours  and  tacked  towards  her,  and 
passing  on  opposite  tacks,  the  Wilhelmina  to  windward,  an 
engagement  commenced.  The  Wilhelmina  then  wore,  and 
passed  under  the  stem  of  tiie  Psyche,  raking  her  with  effect ; 
but  after  much  clever  manoeuvring  on  both  sides  and  a  dose 
and  spirited  action,  which  lasted  one  hour  and  a  half,  the 
Psyche  made  all  sail  a\s  ay,  leaving  tbe  liritish  ship  with 
her  main- topmast  gone,  and  otherwise  so  greatly  disabled 
aloft  as  to  be  in  no  condition  for  pursuit.  Out  of  a  com- 
plement of  134  men  and  boys,  the  Wilhelmina  had  her 
boatswain  and  three  men  mortally,  and  six  seamen  slightly, 
«  wounded.  The  crew  of  the  Psych6  amounted  to  250,  of 
which  number  her  second  captain  and  ten  men  were  killed, 
and  her  captain  (dangerously)  and  32  men  wounded.  The 
conduct  of  Captain  Lambert,  his  officers  and  crew,  was 
both  skilful  and  gallant,  and  Captain  Lambert  was  deserv- 
edly posted  and  appointed  to  the  32-gun  frigate  Terpsi« 
chore. 

On  tbe  8th  of  May,  tbe  British  18-gun  brig  Vincejo, 
Captain  John  WesUey  Wright,  lying  becalmed  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  Morbihan,  on  the  coast  of  Bretagne,  and  while 
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endeavouring  to  sweep  out  against  tiie  eunent,  was 
attacked  by  a  French  flotilla,  commanded  by  lieutenant 
Tourneur,  consisting  of  six  brigs,  each  mounting  two  long 

IS  and  one  24-2:)Oimder,  with  70  men  ;  i:ix  luggers,  mount- 
m<i:  each  tw  o  IS-pounders,  with  from  40  to  50  men  ;  and  five 
lugger?,  each  armed  with  a  brass  361b.  howitzer,  and  from 
20  to  30  men  :  total — 35  guns  and  700  men.  At  8h.  30m. 
A«M.  the  gun-vessels  opened  their  fire,  and  gaining  rapidly 
on  theVincejo,  the  brig»  at9h.  30m.,  opened  her  broadside 
upon  her  numerous  and  powerful  foes,  which  she  continued 
to  engage  nearly  two  hours  within  musket-shot.  By  this 
time  the  Vincejo  was  very  much  disabled  in  her  masts,  sails, 
and  rigging,  had  three  guns  dismounted,  and,  out  of  a 
crew  of  51  men  and  24  boys,  had  had  two  killed  and  12 
wounded,  including  Captain  Wri^rht,  when,  finding  further 
resistance  unavailing,  the  British  colours  were  hauled 
down. 

The  French  commander,  on  receiving  the  sword  6on^ 
Captain  Wright,  thus  addressed  him*  "  You  have  nobly 
defended  the  honour  of  your  nation  and  the  reputation  of 

your  profession.  We  love  and  esteem  the  brave  ;  and  you 
and  your  crew  shall  be  treated  with  every  possible  atten- 
tion."* 

On  the  16th  of  May,  a  division  of  prames  and  gun-boats, 
under  Bear- Admiral  Ver  Huell,  from  Flushing,  bound  to 
Ostend,  mounting  altogether  upwards  of  100  guns,  long 
28,  24,  and  dG-pounders  and  mortars,  having  about  5,000 
men,  were  harassed  by  a  British  squadron  of  frigates  and 
sloops,  under  Sir  Sidney  Smith.  In  this  affair  the  18-gun 
corvette  Cruizer,  Captain  John  Hancock,  and  brig 
Rattler,  Captain  Francis  Mason,  particularly  distinguished  • 
themselves,  and  were  principally  instrumental  in  driving  on 
shore  the  ViUe  d'Anvers  prame,  bearing  the  Rear-Admural'a 
flag,  and  four  schooners.  The  Cruizer  had  one  seaman 
killed,  and  Mr.  George  Ellis  (captain's  derk)  and  three  sea- 
men wounded;  tiie  Rattier,  two  men  kUled  and  three 
wounded ;  and  the  Aimable,  one  master's  mate  (Mr.  Chris- 


*  The  murder  of  Captain  Wright,  in  the  Temple,  at  FariSi  fonns  a 
meluicboly  answer  to  tbis  speech  of  the  French  officer's. 
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tie),  Mr.  Johnson  (midshipman),  and  five  men  killed ;  and 

Lieutenant  William  Mather,  Mr.  William  Shadwell  (purser), 
Mr.  Conner  (midbhipuian),  and  eleven  men  wounded. 

On  the  21st  of  June,  the  14-gun  ship  Hippomenes,  Cap- 
tain Kenneth  Mackenzie,  cruizing  off  Antigua,  discovered 
to  'windward  the  French  S-poimder  18-gim  privateer  Bona- 
parte* which,  deceived  by  the  mercantile  appearance  of  the 
British  vessel,  hoisted  English  colours  and  chased  her. 
At  Ih.  jUiii.  P.M.,  the  Bonaparte  having  arrived  within 
gun-shot,  the  Hipj)oiiienes  opened  her  fire,  which  was 
returned  by  the  privateer,  and  the  two  vessels  imme- 
diately became  warmly  engaged.  In  a  short  time  the 
Bonaparte,  being  much  cut  up  in  her  sails  and  rigging, 
fell  on  board  the  Hippomenes ;  and  Captain  Mackenzie, 
having  caused  the  privateer's  bowsprit  to  be  lashed  to 
the  main-mast  of  his  ship,  called  to  his  crew  to  foUow 
him,  and  gallantly  rushed  on  the  forecastle  of  the  Bona- 
parte. The  French  crew  were  driven  aft,  where  they  ral- 
lied. But,  instead  of  having  been  followed  by  his  whole 
crew,  as  Captain  Mackenzie  expected,  he  found  only  IS 
men  with  him,  and,  in  consequence,  after  a  desperate 
struggle,  nine  were  driven  back  to  their  vessel ;  their  loss 
having  amounted  to  five  men  killed,  and  Lieutenant  Wil- 
liam Pierce  and  Mr.  William  CoUman  (purser),  with  two 
seamen,  which  were  left  prisoners  on  board  the  French 
vessel.  Of  the  nine  who  returned  to  the  Ili]i]]Giiieiies, 
eight  were  \a  cju:i(!ed,  including  the  captain  and  master's 
mate  severely.  The  hi^shing  which  confined  them  having 
given  way,  the  two  ships  separated,  and  the  Bonaparte, 
leaving  the  Hippomenes  in  a  disabled  state,  made  sail  and 
escaped.  Captain  Mackenzie  received  no  less  than  fourteen 
wounds,  and  was  so  exhausted  that  he  fell  senseless  into 
the  main  chains  of  his  own  ship.  The  remaining  crew  of 
the  Hippomenes  deserved  each  man  to  have  been  shot. 

On  the  ilth  of  July,  at  lOli.  p.m.,  ten  boats  belonging 
to  the  frigates  Narcissus,  beahorse,  and  Maidstone,  under 
the  orders  of  Lieutenant  John  Thompson  (of  the  Narcissus), 
with  Lieutenants  John  Richard  Lumley,  Ogle  Moore,  and 
Hyde  Parker,  made  an  attack  upon  twelve  settees,  lying  at 
La  Vandour,  in  Hi^s  Bay,  moored  head  and  stem  to  the 
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beach ,  and  covered  by  a  battery  of  three  guns.  About  mid* 

night,  under  a  very  heavy  fire  from  the  settees  and  the 

troops  on  >lior(',  tlic  vessels  were  g-allantly  hoarded,  aud  all, 
excei)t  ovii:.  which  was  hrought  off,  set  on  fire,  they  heing 
found  chained  to  the  beach.  In  this  affair  the  boats  sus- 
tained a  heavy  loss.  Thomas  Owen  Roche  (midshipman), 
two  seamen,  and  one  marine  were  killed ;  and  Lieutenant 
Lumley  (lost  an  arm),  Robert  Mansell  (mate),  Thomas  W. 
Bedingfield,  Thomas  A.  Watt,  and  John  O.  Victor  (mid- 
shipmen), 15  seamen,  and  three  marines  wounded. 

On  the  r2th  of  July,  the  British  lib -gun  frigate  Aigle, 
Captain  George  Wolfe,  drove  on  shore  and  destroyed  the 
French  20- gun  shij)  Charente  and  8-gun  ])rig  Joie,  close 
under  Cordouan  lighthouse.   The  Aigle  sustained  no  loss. 

On  the  15th  of  July,  at  2h.  30m.  a.m.,  the  British  ship 
Lily,  armed  with  twelve  1 2 -pounder  carronades  and  two 
4-pounders,  Captain  William  Compton,  was  diased,  when 
off  Cape  Roman,  in  the  United  States,  by  the  Frencb  pri- 
vateer Dame  Ambert,  mounting^  16  long  6-pounders,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Charlt  s  Laiuarque.  As  the  British  ship 
was  kept  by  her  enemy  at  lonor-shot  distance,  her  car- 
ronades were  of  little  use,  and  bemg  soon  disabled  in  her 
rigging,  the  privateer  closed,  and  taking  up  a  position  under 
her  bows,  after  lashing  the  bowsprit  of  the  Lily  to  her  taff- 
rail,  made  several  attempts  to  board.  In  thia  rakmg  posi- 
tion, the  British  crew,  originally  about  70  men,  suffered 
severely,  and  among  the  killed  were  Captain  Compton,  the 
first  lieutenant,  and  several  other  ofhccrs ;  the  remainder 
defended  the  ship  to  the  last;  but  two  hours  and  ten 
minutes  from  the  commencement  of  the  action,  the  ninth 
assault  of  the  French  crew  was  successful,  and  the  Lily 
was  boarded  and  carried.  I'he  loss  on  board  the  Dame 
Ambert  is  stated  in  the  French  accounts  at  five  men  killed 
and  eleven  wounded* 

On  the  19th  of  July,  the  squadron  under  Commodore 
Owen,  in  the  38-gun  frigate  Immortalite,  consisting  besides 
of  the  frigate  Leda,  Captain  Robert  ilonvniaji,  and 

a  great  many  small  vessels,  attacked  a  division  of  gun-vcs- 
seis  off  Boulogne,  and  drove  on  shore  three  brigs  and  a 
lugger,  disabling  several  others* 
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On  the  26th  of  August,  a  flotilla,  consistinp:  of  GO  brigs 
and  upwards  of  30  luggers,  was  attacked  off  Cape  Grinez, 
by  the  Immortallte  frig-ate.  Commodore  Owen ;  18-gun  brig 

Haxpy,  Captain  Peter  Hey  wood ;  1 2.gun  brig  Adder,  Lieu- 
tenant George  Wood ;  and  Constitution  cutter.  Lieutenant  J. 
S*  A.  Denis,  within  shot  of  their  numerous  batteries.  Several 

gun-vessels  ran  ashore,  and  the  remainder  bore  up  for  the 

road  uf  Jioulogne.  The  Constitution  cutter  was  sunk  by  a 
shell,  and  one  seiiruan  killed  and  six  wounded  was  the  total 
loss  of  the  British  squadron.  This  action  was  performed 
in  sight  of  Napoleon,  to  whose  hopes  for  an  invasion  of 
England  by  means  of  the  flotilla  this  defeat  was  a  death- 
blow. 

On  the  13th  of  August,  the  British  32-gun  frigate 

Galatea,  Captain  Henry  Ikathcote,  who  leanuag  that  the 
iatc  British  ship  Lily — the  uame  of  which  was  clianged  to 
General  Emouf — was  lying  in  the  Saintes,  near  Anse  ^ 
Mire,  dispatched  four  boats,  containing  about  90  men, 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Charles  Hajrman  and 
Mr.  Michael  Birbeck  (master),  assisted  by  Lieutenant  Ro- 
bert Hall,  of  the  marines,  and  several  other  officers,  to 
attempt  her  recapture.  Every  means  of  defence  had  been 
adopted  by  the  French  for  her  protection;  an  armed 
schooner  was  placed  across  the  bows  of  the  ship,  which 
lay  close  under  the  batteries,  and  a  boat  rowed  guard  at 
the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  to  give  timely  intimation  of 
the  approach  of  the  British  boats.  Not  a  shot  was  flred 
until  Lieutenant  Hayman,  in  the  barge,  at  about  Ih.  a.m., 
got  nearly  alongside  the  General  Emouf,  when,  notwith- 
standing a  tremendous  cannonade,  the  boats  pulled  in,  and 
after  a  desperate  conflict.  Lieutenant  Hayman  was  mortally 
wounded,  and  out  of  2(j  laeii  in  his  boat,  more  than  20 
had  received  dansrerous  wounds.  The  tlu*ee  remaininfr 
boats,  after  enduring  a  heavy  fire  of  grape  and  musketry 
for  nearly  an  hour,  were  under  the  necessity  of  retreating, 
leaving  the  barge  to  her  fate ;  and  these,  after  repassing 
the  batteries,  which  kept  up  a  heavy  fire  on  them,  returned 
to  the  Galatea  at  3h.  30m.  A.ac.  The  loss  in  this  unfortu- 
nate affair  amounted  to  Lieutenant  Ha3rman,  who  bravely 
fell  coveicd  \s  ith  wounds,  Mr.  Birbeck  (master),  and  Mr. 
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Wall  (midshipman),  IdUed;  Lientenaiit  Hall,  of  the  ma- 
rines, lost  his  right  am,  and  was  made  prisoner,  and  seve- 
ral other  ofHcers  were  wounded.    The  total  loss  in  killed, 

wounded,  and  prisoners,  was  65. 

On  the  17th  of  August,  the  British  .SS-p-nn  frigate  Loire, 
Captain  Frederick  Lewis  Maitland,  cruiziiig  off  the  French, 
coast,  fell  in  mth  the  French  30*gun  privateer  Blonde; 
and  after  a  20  hours'  chase,  and  a  running  fight  of  15 
minutes,  in  which  the  lioire  had  Mr.  Roes  Connor  (mid- 
shipman) and  five  seamen  wounded,  the  Blonde  two  killed 
and  five  wounded,  the  French  ship  surrendered.  The 
Blonde  was  the  same  which  captured  the  Woh  eiine. 

On  the  3rd  of  October,  a  British  squadron,  consisting  of 
the  44-irnn  frigate  Indefatiorahle,  Captain  Graham  Moore; 
32-gun  Irigates  Medusa  and  Amphion,  Captains  John  Gore 
and  Samuel  Sutton;  and  38-gun  frigate  Lively,  Captain 
Graham  £•  Hamond,  were  dispatched  off  the  coast  of  Spain 
to  intercept  a  Spainish  squadron  expected  firom  Monte 
Video,  laden  with  treasure.  On  the  5^  of  October,  at  6h. 
A.M.,  being  otF  Cape  Santa  Maria,  with  the  wind  from 
north-east,  the  Mc(lii><i  discovered  four  sail  to  leeward,  to 
which  chase  was  inunccliately  given  ;  and  at  81i.  a.m.  the 
strangers,  which  were  the  Medea,  of  40  guns,  Rear-Admi- 
ral J.  .Bustamente,  and  34- gun  Agates  Fama,  Clara,  and 
Mercedes,  formed  the  line  of  battle  ahead,  on  the  larboard 
tack,  in  the  following  order:— Fama,  Medea,  Mercedes, 
Clara.  At  9h.  15m.  the  Medusa  arrived  within  pistol-shot 
on  the  weatlier  beam  of  the  leading  ship,  the  Indefatigable, 
Amphion,  and  Lively  taking  their  stations  in  succession  to 
windward  of  the  Spanliucls ;  except  the  Amphion,  which 
ran  to  leeward  of  the  Mercedes. 

The  Indefatigable  having  fired  a  shot  across  the  Medea, 
the  Spanish  ship  hove  to,  and  Captain  Moore  sent  a  boat 
alongside  with  Lieutraant  Thomas  Arscott,  to  explain  to  the 
admkal  the  nature  of  his  orders,  and  to  express  a  hope 
that  they  might  be  accomphshed  without  bloodshed ;  but 
an  unsatisfactory  reply  was  returned.  A  shot  was  then 
fired  from  the  I ndefnti arable  ahead  of  the  Medea,  and  the 
Indefatigable  ran  down  upon  her  weather  bow.  The 
Mercedes,  upon  this,  fired  into  the  Amphion;  as  did  the 
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Medea  into  the  Indefatigable.  The  signal  was  then  made 
by  the  latter  for  close  action,  and  after  nine  minntes'  smart 
lii'mg,  tlie  Mercedes  took  fire  and  blew  up  alongside  the 
AmphioQ.  The  Fama  having  been  closely  engaged  by  the 
Medu8a»  struck  her  colours*  but  rehoisted  them  and  endear 
▼ouied  to  escape.  In  a  few  minutes  the  Medea  and  Clara 
surrendered*  and  the  Lively  having  joined  the  Medusa  in 
the  pursuit  of  the  Fama,  the  latter,  havingf  received  a  few 
shot  from  the  Lively,  hauled  down  her  colours.  Tlie  loss 
of  the  British  squadron  amounted  to  two  men  killed  and 
seven  wounded.  The  Medea  had  two  men  killed  and  ten 
wounded ;  the  Fama,  1 1  killed  and  50  wounded  ;  and  the 
Clara,  seven  killed  and  20  wounded.  The  Mercedes,  by 
the  fiatal  explosion,  was  lost,  with  the  whole  of  her  crew 
and  passengers,  except  the  second  captain  and  about  40 
men,  who  were  taken  off  a  part  of  the  wreck. 

On  the  5th  of  May,  the  Island  of  Surinam  was  surren- 
dered to  a  British  squadron,  commanded  hy  Commodure 
Samuel  Hood,  and  2,000  troops  under  Major- General  Sir 
Charles  Grreen.  The  naval  force  consisted  of  the  74-gun 
Centaur,  Captain  Murray  Maxwell^  bearing  the  commo- 
dore's pendmit,  three  44-gun  ships,  armed  en  fi&te,  36-gun 
frigate  Emerald,  Captain  James  O'Brien,  14-gun  ship  Hip- 
pomenes.  Captain  Conway  Shipley  (who  had  charge  of  the 
disernbaikation  of  the  troops),  14-guu  brig-  Drake,  Captain 
William  Ferris,  and  schooner  Unique,  Lieutenant  George  R. 
Brand.  Notwitli standing  much  op[)()sition,  this  imj)ortant 
colony  was  acquired  with  the  loss  to  the  navy  of  Lieutenant 
James  Edward  Smith  (Centaur),  Mr.  William  Shuldham 
(midshipman),  one  boatswain,  and  two  men  killed;  and 
Lieutenants  William  King,  Robert  Henderson  (both  of  llie 
Centaur),  and  Greorge  Brand  (Unique),  and  five  men 
wounded  ;  and  of  the  troojjs  a  still  shghter  loss  ;  tlie  total 
of  the  liok  l)eing  eight  killed  and  21  wounded,  principally 
by  ail  cxp^l^i(}II. 

On  the  4tk  of  March,  Gor^  was  recaptured  (it  having 
been  taken  in  the  month  of  January)  by  a  small  force  under 
Captain  Edward  Sterling  Dickson,  in  the  36-gun  frigate 
Inconstant. 
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The  capture  ot  the  Spanish  frigates,  just  related,  as 
may  be  expected,  involved  this  country  in  a  war  with 
Spain.  This  declaration  was  signed  at  Madrid^  on  the 
12tii  of  December^  1804,  but  it  is  more  than  probable  that 
a  similar  declaration  woidd  have  been  issued,  had  tiie  attack 
on  the  Spanish  ships  not  been  made.  The  Spaniards 
possessed  extensive  fleets  both  in  Ferrol,  Cadiz,  and  Car- 
tliagena,  and  it  wa-  (jiiite  clear  that  their  intention  was  to 
unite  these  with  the  French  fleets  at  Rochefort,  Brest,  and 
Toulon,  and^in  conjunction  with  the  invasion  flotilla,  make  an 
effort  to  overrun  and  annllxilate England;  but  thanks  to  the 
valour  and  ability  of  a  Nelson»  and  to  the  wooden  bulwarks 
of  England,  their  plans  were  frustrated.  The  force  which 
Spain  was  enabled  to  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  French  em- 
peror was  no  less  than  37  large  sail  of  the  line ;  and  these  were 
merely  awaiting  liis  orders  to  sail  from  their  difl'erent  ports. 
The  attack  and  capture,  therefore,  of  the  treasure  sliips,  the 
gold  from  which  would,  in  all  probabihty,  have  found  its 
way  to  the  French  coffers,  and  have  b^n  used  against 
England,  was  neither  uncalled  for  nor  unjust. 

Lord  Nelson,  with  11  sail  of  the  line,  was,  with  his  cha* 
racteristic  watchfulness,  blockading  12  sail  in  Toulon ;  but 
being  driven  from  his  station  for  the  purpose  of  watering 
his  ships,  the  French  fleet,  under  Vice- Admiral  ViiLneuve, 
departed  from  Toulon  on  the  17th  of  January.  Intelli- 
gence of  this  event  having  reached  Lord  Nelson  at  Sar- 
dinia, he  searched  every  port  in  the  Mediterranean  in  the 
hope  of  meeting  the  enemy  ;  but  the  French  fleet,  having 
been  damaged  in  a  gale  of  wind,  returned  to  Toulon,  and 
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Lord  Nelson  resumed  his  blockade.    A  second  escape, 

however,  took  place  on  the  29th  of  March,  and  Vice-Aclini- 
ral  Villeneuve  succeeded  in  effecting  a  junction  with  a 
bpanish  squadron  of  six  sail  of  the  line,  at  Carthagena, 
with  which  he  passed  tiie  Straits  of  Gibraltar,  and  sailed 
for  the  West  Indies.  Lord  Nelson,  with  ten  sail  of  the 
line,  followed  him  with  unexampled  vigour  and  decision, 
and  the  French  admiral,  learning  by  some  means  that 
Nefeon  was  in  pursuit  of  him,  quitted  the  West  Indies  in 
haste,  having  done  no  thing  beyond  capturing  the  Antigua 
convoy  and  the  Diamond  llock.  Tiii:^  enterprising  and 
gallant  proceeding  of  Lord  Nelson  it  does  not  come  within 
the  scope  of  this  work  to  detail,  but  this  much  may  be  said, 
that  a  better  conducted  or  more  beneficial  movement  was 
never  performed.  Lord  Nelson  returned  to  England  with 
the  fleet,  and  joined  Lord  Comwallis  off  Ushant  in  Julj. 

On  the  i21st  of  January,  as  the  British  10-gun  schooner 
Gipsey,  still  commanded,  as  the  tender  to  the  tiag-ship  at 
Jiiniaica,  by  Lieutenant  Michael  Fitton,  was  lying  to  off 
Cape  Antonio,  waiting  to  deliver  disj)atches  to  the  Princess 
Charlotte  frigate,  two  schooner  and  three  felucca-rigged 
privateers  stood  out  from  under  the  land  in  chase  of  her. 
In  order  to  draw  one  or  two  of  them  more  within  his  reach, 
so  that  he  might  attack  with  some  prospect  of  success. 
Lieutenant  Fitton  ordered  all  sail  to  be  made  as  if  to  escape  ; 
but  by  towing  the  bight  of  the  cable  under  the  vessel's 
bottoin,  the  Gipsey 's  progress  was  so  retarded,  that  one  of 
the  ])rivateers  having  arrived  within  shot  of  the  Gipsey, 
the  latter  hauled  to  the  wind  to  bring  the  privateer  to 
action.  The  privateer  immediately  endeavoured  to  escape, 
but  was  so  closely  pursued  and  warmly  attacked  by  the 
Gipsey,  that  she  ran  on  the  Golorados  reef,  and  went  to 
pieces.  The  four  remaining  privateers,  observing  the  fate 
of  their  companion,  wisely  regained  the  shore,  and  Lieute- 
nant Fitton  delivcTed  hisj  dispatches  a  few  days  afterwards, 
as  he  had  been  ordered. 

On  the  3rd  of  Februar}',  a  fleet  of  merchant  ships, 
bound  from  Malta  to  England,  under  convoy  of  the  28- 
gun  corvette  Arrow,  and  Acheron  bomb-vessel.  Captains 
Jiichard  Budd  Vincent  and  Arthur  Farquhar,  being  off  Cape 


Digitized  by  Google 


94 


BATTLES  OF 


[1805 


Caxine,  was  chased  by  the  French  40-gim  frigates  Hortense 
and  Incorruptihle.  After  an  action,  gallan&y  maintained 
by  the  British  yessels  for  the  best  part  of  two  days,  the  two 
ships  were  captured ;  but  by  the  skilful  manoeuvring  and 

bravery  of  Captains  Vincent  and  Farquhar,  31  sail  of 
valuable  merchant  ships  were  preserved.  Out  of  a  crew 
of  125  men  ami  boys,  the  Arrow  had  13  killed  and  27 
wounded,  and  the  Acheron,  out  of  67,  three  killed  and 
dght  wounded.  The  loss  on  board  the  French  ships  is  not 
stated.  Scarcely  'were  the  survivors  of  the  Arrow's  crew 
removed,  ere  the  well-defended  ship  proved  that  she  had 
been  fought  to  the  last  extremity,  as  she  almost  imme- 
diately sunk.  The  Acheron  also  had  received  so  much 
damage  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  set  her  on  fire. 
Both  caj)tauis  received  the  just  meed  of  their  gallantry — 
promotion. 

On  the  8th  of  February,  the  British  16-gun  brig  Curieuz, 
Captain  George  £  .B.  Bettesworfh,  when  about  20  leagues 
to  the  eastward  of  Barbadoea,  discovered  at  daylight  a  brig 
on  her  lee  bow,  and  after  a  chase  of  twelve  hours  overtook 
the  French  privateer  Dame  Emouf.  The  latter  having 
shortened  sail,  aiitl  liaiiled  up  on  the  starboard  tack,  opened 
fire  upon  the  Curieux,  and  the  British  vessel  ranging  up 
on  the  weather  and  starl^oard  quarter  of  the  privateer,  com- 
menced a  close  action,  which  lasted  40  minutes.  The  crew 
of  the  Dame  Emouf  then  cheered,  and  putting  her  hebn 
down,  endeavoured  to  lay  the  Curieux  on  board  on  her  lar- 
board quarter,  with  the  uitention  of  boardmg ;  but,  aware 
of  the  enemy's  design.  Captain  Bettesworth  ordered  the 
British  ship's  helm  to  be  put  a-starboard,  and  catching 
the  jib-boom  of  the  privateer  between  the  fore-stay  and 
the  foremast,  a  mo.^t  animated  fight  took  place.  In 
this  exposed  situation  the  raking  fire  of  the  Curieux 
soon  cleared  the  decks  of  her  opponent,  and  just  as  the 
British  crew  were  about  to  conclude  the  business  by  board- 
ing, the  Dame  Emouf  fell  clear  of  the  Curieux,  and  after  a 
tr^Bng  further  resistance,  hauled  down  her  colours.  Both 
brigs  mounted  16  long  6-pounders.  The  Curieux,  out  of 
67  men  and  boys,  lost  Mr.  Maddox  (purser),  who  was 
killed  at  the  head  of  the  small-armed  men,  and  five  seamen 
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killed,  and  Captain  Bettesworth,  by  a  musket-ball  in  the 
head,  mid  three  seamen  wounded.  Tlie  Dame  Ernouf,  out 
of  a  complement  of  120  men,  had  30  killed  and  40  wounded. 

On  the  13th  of  Febmaryt  the  British  18«pounder  36-giin 
frigate  San  Fiorenzo,  Captain  Henry  Lambert,  being  off 
Vizagapatam»  discovered  tiie  32-gan  frigate  *  Fs}  ch^^  Cap- 
tain Bergeret,  lying  at  anchor  "mth  two  prizes,  which  im- 
mediately got  underway,  pursued  by  the  San  Fiorenzo. 
The  wind  beins^  light  and  variable,  the  British  frigate  could 
not  get  near  them  until  oh.  3Um.  p.m.  on  the  14th,  and  at 
7h.  30m.  the  San  Fiorenzo  took  possession  of  the  stem- 
most,  which  was  the  Thetis,  late  country  ship,  and  from 
her  learnt  that  the  other  prize  was  the  Pigeon,  now 
named  the  Equivoque,  mounting  ten  guns,  witi^  40  men, 
and  commanded  by  a  lieutenant  of  l£e  Psychd.   At  8h. 

P.M.  a  runninc^  fight  commenced  between  the  San  Fiorenzo 
and  Psyche,  and  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  afterwards,  a  close 
action,  which  was  continued  until  9h.  p.m.,  when  the 
Psyche  fell  on  board  the  San  Fiorenzo.  After  15  minutes' 
severe  fighting  with  musketry*  the  ships  separated*  and 
the  firing  of  great  guns  was  renewed,  the  Equivoque  occa- 
sionally taking  part  in  it.  At  9h.  40m.  the  Psyche's  main- 
yard  was  shot  away,  and  at  1  Ih.  30m.  the  San  Fiorenzo 
hauled  off  to  repair  her  rigging;  but  at  midnight,  just  as 
she  had  again  taken  up  a  position,  and  was  about  to  re-open 
her  broadside,  a  Ijoat  came  on  board  with  a  message  to 
Captain  Lambert,  stating  that  the  Psyche  had  surrendered. 
The  San  Fiorenzo  had  Mr.  Christopher  H.  B.  Lefroy  (mid- 
shipman), eight  seamen*  and  three  marines  killed;  and 
Ideutenant  William  Dawson*  Mr.  James  Finlayson  (master)* 
Lieutenant  of  Marines  Samuel  Ashmore*  Mr.  Samuel  Mar- 
tingale (midshipman),  30  seamen,  and  two  marines  wounded: 
total,  12  killed  and  3G  wounded.  The  Ps)xh6*s  loss 
amounted  to  three  lieutenants  and  54  seamen  killed,  and 
70  officers  and  seamen  wounded.  The  defence  of  the 
Psyche  (a  12-pounder  frigate*  only)  was  highly  honourable 
to  Captain  Bergeret  and  his  crew*  but  the  skilful  chase  and 


*  The  Paych^,  since  her  former  action  (see  page  85),  had  been 
punshaaed  into  the  Fireiidi  navy. 
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well-condacted  attacks  of  the  Brituh  frigate  likewise  merit 
the  warmest  praise*  The  Psyche  was  added  to  the  British 
navy  as  a  12-pounder  d2-gun  frigate.    The  Equiyoque 

eflfected  her  escape. 

On  the  16th  of  February,  in  lat.  20=^  north,  long.  67^ 
west,  the  British  12-pounder  32-gnn  frigate  Cleopatra, 
Captain  Sir  Robert  Laurie,  Bart.,  at  daylight  came  in  sight 
of  a  ship  standing  to  the  eastward,  with  the  wind  at  north- 
west. All  sail  was  made  in  chase ;  but  it  was  not  until 
lOh.  dOm.  ▲•u.  on  the  17th  that  the  Cleopatra  could 
overtake  the  stranger,  which  was  the  French  40-gun 
frigate  Ville  de  Milan.  At  llh.  30m.,  the  latter,  having 
shortened  sail  aiui  hiiuled  to  the  wind,  hoisted  her  colours, 
and  the  Cleopatra,  having  also  shortened  sail,  fired  her  bow 
guns,  and  a  running  fight  ensued.  At  2h.  30m.  p.m., 
being  then  in  lat.  30*^  north,  long.  64°  west,  the  Cleopatra 
had  arrived  within  100  yards  of  her  antagonist,  upon  which 
the  Ville  de  Milan  luffed  across  the  bows  of  tiie  British 
ship,  and  opened  her  broadside.  This  the  Cleqmtra« 
passing  undar  her  adversary's  stem,  returned,  and  having 
at  length  reached  within  musket- shot,  on  the  starboard 
side  of  the  French  frigate,  a  most  determined  fight  took 
place,  both  ships  running  parallel  to  each  other,  sometimes 
nearly  before  the  wind,  and  at  others  close  hauled.    At  oh. 

having  shot  away  the  main-topsail  yard  ^f  the  Ville 
de  Milan,  the  Cleopatra  forged  ahead,  and  her  running 
rigging  being  so  much  cut  that  she  could  neither  haul  up 
her  courses,  nor  back  her  main-topsail,  Captun  Laurie  de* 
termined  to  endeavour  to  cross  the  bows  of  the  enemy ;  but 
just  as  the  Cleopatia  was  putting  her  helm  tiown  for  this 
purpose,  a  shot  struck  the  wheel,  and  the  rudder  became 
for  the  time  useless.  The  French  frigate  observing  the  un- 
governable state  of  the  Cleopatra,  bore  up,  and  ran  her  on 
board,  her  bowsprit  and  figure-head  passing  over  the 
quarter-deck,  abaft  the  Cleopatra's  main  rigging.  From 
die  commanding  position  of  her  adversarf,  o^ng  to  Ae 
strong  wind  and  heavy  sea  running,  the  Cleopatra  was  in 
danger  of  being  suuk  by  her  heavy  opponent.  The  French 
crew,  in  their  atteiiipts  to  board,  were  at  first  repulsed 
with  loss;  but  about  5h.  15m.  the  overpowering  numbers 
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of  the  assailants  overcame  all  opposition,  and  the  British 

colours  were  hauled  down.  Shortly  afterwards,  the  Cleo- 
patra's fore  and  main  masts  went  over  the  side,  and  the 
bowsprit  soon  followed. 

In  this  desperate  action,  with  an  enemy  nearly  double  in 
force,  the  Cleopatra  had  only  200  men  at  quarters,  and  of 
tiiis  number,  16  seamen,  three  marines,  and  one  hoy,  were 
killed ;  and  Lieutenants  William  Balfour,  James  Crooke, 
Charles  Mitchell  (acting:),  and  William  Bowen  (supernu- 
merary), Air.  Juhn  Ik'll  (master),  Lieutcuaat  (iiiarines) 
Thomas  Appleton,  Air.  John  McCarthy  (boatswain),  Mr. 
Robers  Standly  (midshipman),  and  23  seamen,  and  seven 
marines  (two  mortally),  wounded  :  total,  22  mortally 
wounded  and  killed^  and  36  wounded.  Captain  Renaud,  of 
the  Ville  de  Milan,  was  killed  by  the  last  shot  fired  from 
the  Cleopatra,  and  her  loss,  although  not  stated,  was 
supposed  to  have  been  also  heavy.  In  every  particular  the  ^ . 
preponderancy  of  force  possessed  by  the  French  ship  ren- 
dered the  t  uutcst  so  unequtd,  that  a  victory  could  scarcely 
have  been  expected  by  Sir  Robert  Laurie.  The  Ville  de  Ali- 
lan  was  a  ship  of  1,100  tons,  mounted  4(i  heavy  guns — long 
18  and  S-pounders — and  had  on  board  350  men ;  whereas 
the  Cleopatra  was  a  ship  of  690  tons  only,  and  armed  with 
long  12-ix>unders  and  24-pounder  carronades.  The  real 
disparity  can  hardly  be  shewn  by  figures,  and  this  much 
may  be  said  with  safety,  that  the  gallant  and  persevering 
chase  and  unsuccessful  attack  upon  the  Ville  de  Milan, 
places  the  conduct  of  Sir  Robert  Laurie,  his  officers  and 
crew,  upon  the  highest  ground  ;  and  their  capture,  far  from 
being  an  unfortunate  issue,  only  adds  to  the  lustre  of  the 
affair,  since  it  proves  the  determination  \vith  which  the 
action  throughout  was  conducted,  which  disdained  retreat. 

Having  removed  the  prisoners  and  put  on  board  49  ofii« 
cers  and  men,  the  prize  and  the  Ville  de  Milan  (whose  main 
and  mizen  masts  having  fallen  durmt^  the  night,  was  conse- 
quently also  jury  rigged),  continued  their  course  homeward  ; 
but,  on  the  •23rcl  February,  they  were  descried  by  the  50-guii 
ship  Leander,  Captain  John  Talbot,  which  ship  immediately 
made  sail  in  chase.  The  weather  coming  on  thick,  the 
Leander  lost  sight  of  the  chase;  butj  at  2h«  30m*  p«u» 
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again  obtained  a  view  of  them.  Hie  Ville  de  Milan  and 
Cleopatra  closed  for  mutual  support,  and  having  fired  a 
gun  to  leeward,  each  hoisted  a  Fimch  ensign  upon  the 
main  stay.  At  4h.  p.m.  the  Leander  arrived  within  gun- 
shot, and  tlie  frigates  separated  ;  the  Cleopatra  running 
before  the  wind  and  the  Ville  de  Milan  hauling  up  with  the 
wind  on  the  larboard  quarter.  At  4h.  30m.  the  Leander 
fired  a  shot  at  the  Cleopatra,  upon  which  the  French  co- 
lours were  hauled  down,  and  the  ship  hove  to.  Those  of  the 
original  crew  of  the  Cleopatra,  which  remained  on  board, 
tlien  rushed  upon  deck,  and  took  possession  of  the  reco- 
vered ship,  and  Captain  Talbot,  directing  the  Cleopatra  to 
follow,  immediiitcly  pursued  the  Ville  de  Milan.  Before  6h. 
P.M.  the  Leander  liaving  got  alongside  the  ViHe  de  Milan, 
that  ship  also  surrendered  witliout  tirhig  a  gun.  The  Ville 
de  Milan  was  added  to  the  iiritish  navy  under  the  name  of 
the  Milan,  where  she  was  classed  as  an  18-pounder  d8-gQn 
firigate.  Sir  Robert  Laurie  was  appointed  to  command 
her,  and  Mr.  Balfour,  the  senior  lieutenant  of  the  Cleo- 
patra, was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  commander. 

On  the  20th of  March,  the  British  18-gun  corvette  llenard. 
Captain  Jeremiah  Coghlan,  being  about  two  degrees  to  the 
north-east  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  chased  and  brought  to 
action  the  French  privateer  General  Ernouf  (late  the  Bri- 
tish sloop  of  war  Lily).  After  35  minutes  of  close  engage- 
ment, the  General  Ernouf  took  fire,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
blew  up.  Out  of  a  crew  of  160  men,  only  55  could  be 
presenred,  which  were  picked  up  by  the  boats  of  the 
Benard.* 

On  the  23i\l  of  March,  two  boats  belonging  to  the  18- 
gun  corvette  Stork,  Captain  George  Le  Geyt,  were  sent  into 
the  port  of  Roxo,  in  the  island  of  Porto  Kico,  to  bring  off 
an  armed  schooner,  which  was  lashed  alongside  of  a  brig. 
Lieutenants  George  Robertson  and  James  Murray,  with 
18  men,  boarded  both  the  vesseb,  which  were  defended  hy 
40  men,  and  they  were  both  carried  without  any  loss ; 

*  It  is  said  that  the  Renard,  on  closing  the  General  £nioiif,  was 

hailed  in  "Rno-lish,  and  ordered  **  to  strike,*'  to  which  summons  Cap- 
tain Coghlan  rephed,  lie  would,  and  strike  d — d  hard  too/'  A  pro- 
mise he  fuUy  kept.  This  expression^  however,  is  of  very  remote  origin. 
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but  Lieutenant  Murray  with  one  seaman  were  slightly- 
wounded. 

On  the  8th  of  April,  the  12-gun  schooner  Gracieuse, 
tender  to  the  Hercule  flag  ship  at  Port  Royal,  commanded 
by  Mr.  John  fi.  Smith  (midshipman)^  engaged  and  drove 
on  shore,  on  Point  Selma,  St.  Domingo,  a  French  schooner, 

mounting  one  long  12-pounder,  two  4-pounders,  and  four 
swivels.  On  the  next  morning  she  was  set  lire  to  and  de- 
stroyed. The  only  loss  sustained  was  Mr.  Robert  Marley 
(midshipman)  and  two  seamen  wounded. 

On  the  15th  of  April,  the  British  14-gun  brig  Papillon, 
Captain  WiUiam  Woolsey,  wliile  lying  at  Savannah  le 
Mar,  received  intelligence  of  a  felucca  privateer  which  was 
cruizing  off  the  coast.  Having  hired  a  shallop,  which  he 
disguised  as  a  drogger,  and  having  placed  Lieutenant  Peter 
J.  Prieur,  with  Mr.  John  Christie,  the  purser,  and  24 
men,  in  her.  Captain  Woolsey  sent  them  in  quest  of  the 
privateer.  At  8h.  p.m.  Lieutenant  Prieur  discovered  the 
privateer  under  the  land,  which  made  sail,  and  in  a  short 
time  was  alongside  the  shallop,  to  which  she  made  herself 
ftst.  The  British  crew  then  jumped  up  from  below,  and 
after  a  volley  of  musketry,  boarded  and  canied  the  felucca* 
The  British  had  only  two  men  wounded.  The  Spaniards 
had  seven  men  killed  and  eight  badly  wounded. 

On  the  night  of  the  13th  of  June,  the  boats  of  the  38- 
gun  friirate  Loire,  Captain  Frederick  L.  Maitland,  were  dis- 
patched, under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  James  Lucas 
Yeo,  with  Lieutenant  (marines)  Samuel  Mall o civ,  Master's 
Mate  Charles  Clinch,  and  Messieurs  Massey  Hutchinson, 
Herbert,  and  Matthew  Mildridge  (midshipmen),  to  cut  out 
a  privateer  which  had  taken  shelter  in  the  bay  of  Gamarinas, 
near  to  Cape  i  luibterre.  The  boats  did  not  reach  the 
vessels  until  break  of  day  on  the  2nd,  when  the  privateer 
was  discovered,  together  with  another  privateer,  moored 
under  a  10-gun  battery.  Mr.  Chnch,  with  the  launch,  was 
directed  to  board  the  smaller  v  essel,  while  Lieutenant  Yeo, 
with  the  cutters^  attacked  and  carried  the  Spanish  felucca 
Esperanza,  armed  with  three  long  IS -pounders  and  four  4- 
pounder  brass  swivels  and  50  men.  The  launch  also  carried 
the  object  of  her  attack,  which  was  a  lugger,  mounting  two 
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G- pounders,  with  a  crew  of  32  men,  without  loss.  Several 
Spaniards  were  killed,  and  many  swam  to  the  shore.  Lieute- 
nant Yeo  was  obliged  to  abandon  the  luerG:er,  but  the  felucca 
and  three  small  vessels  laden  with  wine  were  brought  out. 
Learning  from  the  prisoners  that  a  French  26-gun  privateer 
was  fitting  out  at  Muro8»  Captain  Maitland  detennined 
to  attempt  her  capture ;  and  on  the  4th»  at  9h.  the 
Loire  stood  into  the  bay  with  the  aea  breeze*  having  the 
boats  in  tow,  containing  50  officers  and  men,  under  Lieu- 
tenant Yeo,  assisted  by  Lieutenants  Samuel  Mallock  aad 
Joseph  Douglas,  of  the  marines,  and  Mr.  Charles  Clinch, 
mate.  As  the  Loire  hauled  round  the  point  of  Muros  Road, 
a  battery  of  two  18-pounders  fired  at  her;  a  few  guns  were 
fired  in  return,  and  Lieutenant  Yeo  was  directed  to  push 
for  the  shore  and  spike  the  guns  of  this  battery.  As  the 
Loire  stood  on  and  opened  the  bay,  a  corvette  vrith  13  ports 
of  a  side,  and  a  brig  pierced  for  ten  guns,  were  discovered, 
apparently  lutittiiig,  but  udllicr  had  any  guns  on  board. 
At  this  time  a  fort,  mounting  12  long  IS-puuiidcrs,  distant 
only  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  frigate,  opened  a  well- 
directed  lire  upon  her,  almost  every  shot  taking  effect  in 
her  hull.  Captain  Maitland  then  ordered  the  anchor  to 
be  let  go,  and  with  a  spring  on  the  cable  brought  the 
Loire's  broadside  to  bear*  and  commenced  firing  on  the 
fort ;  but  the  embrasures  afforded  the  Spaniards  so  much 
protection,  that  the  Loire's  lire  was  comparatively  harm- 
less, la  a  tVw  liiiiiutes  nine  seamen  were  wounded  ;  when 
suddenly  the  tiring  in  the  fort  ceased,  and  the  British 
colours  were  observed  rising  above  the  walls. 

The  cause  of  this  circumstance  was  as  follows  : — lieute- 
nant Yeo,  having  spiked  the  two  18-pounders,  observed  the 
fort  in  question,  at  no  great  distance,  open  fire  upon  the 
frigate,  and  although  fully  aware  of  the  nature  of  this  for- 
midable battery,  which  was  a  regular  ditched  fort,  gallantly 
determined  on  an  attack.  Intent  on  firing  at  the  Loire, 
and  not  suspecting:  an  attack  from  the  land  side,  the  outer 
gate  had  been  left  open  ;  but  tbe  approach  of  the  British 
party  was  observed  by  a  French  sentinel,  who  gave  the 
alarm.  Lieutenant  Yeo,  however,  at  the  head  of  his  men, 
dashed  on,  and  arriving  at  the  inner  gate,  found  the  gover- 
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nor,  witli  a  party  of  soldiers,  ready  to  oppose  his  entry. 
After  a  perfcoiml  cuiitiict  between  Lieutcnniit  Yco  and  the 
governor,  the  latter  was  killed,  Lieutenant  Yeo's  sword 
being  broken  by  the  force  of  the  blow;  but  the  struggle  was 
protracted,  and  several  Spanish  officers  fell ;  many  of  the 
Spaniards,  also,  jumped  out  of  the  embrasures,  and  after  a 
few  minutes  the  fort  was  in  possession  of  the  lieutenant 
and  his  brave  follower.-.  Lieutenant  Yeo,  Mr.  Clinch,  and 
three  seamen  were  woimcled.  The  iut?s  on  the  part  of  the 
garrison  "was  severe.  The  £z;overnor,  a  Spanish  volunteer, 
the  second  captain  of  the  Conliance  (the  corvette  at  anchor 
in  the  road),  and  nine  others,  were  killed,  and  30  wounded. 
The  12  guns  having  been  spiked,  their  carriages  destroyed, 
part  of  the  fort  blown  up,  and  40  barrels  of  powder  and 
two  brass  guns  embarked,  the  boats  returned  to  the  Loire,* 
The  two  ])rivateers  were  in  the  meanwhile  taken  posses- 
sion of  by  Captain  Maitland.  The  Cuntianee  mca>^ured 
490  tons,  and  was  fitted  to  carry  '24  long  8-pounders  on  a 
flush  deck.  The  brig  was  the  Belier,  whose  guns  were  also 
on  shore*  Captain  Maitland  sent  a  flag  of  truce  to  the 
town  to  say,  that  if  the  inhabitants  woidd  deliver  up  the 
stores  of  the  privateers,  no  further  molestation  should  be 
oii^ied  them ;  which  proposition  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
stores,  with  the  exception  of  the  guns,  were  all  bronglit  off. 
Immediately  on  his  arrival  in  England,  Lieutenant  Yeo  was 
promoted,  and  ajipointed  to  the  command  of  the  Coiifiance  ; 
and  on  the  21st  of  December,  1807,  obtained  post  rank  as 
a  reward  for  his  skill  and  bravery,  continuing  to  command 
the  Confiance* 

On  the  1 3th  of  June,  Captain  J ohn  Poer  Beresford,  of  the 
40-gun  frigate  Cambrian,  on  the  Halifax  station,  sent  the 
boats  to  attack  the  Spanish  privateer  schooner  Alaiia,  of 
14  sruns  and  GO  men.  Lieutenants  Robert  Pigot,  in  the 
launch,  and  the  Hon.  George  A.  Crofton^in  the  barge,  gal- 
lantly boarded  and  carried  the  schooner  in  spite  of  a  deter- 

♦  The  grotesque  appearance  of  the  men  in  the  boats  as  they  ap- 
proached the  ship  caused  Tnueh  amnsenu'iit.  After  performing  their 
arduous  labours,  several  of  the  men  takiui^  a  fan(!y  to  the  grenadier 
caps  of  the  Spanish  soldiers,  exchanged  them  for  tlieir  own  tarj)auhns. 
The  effect  of  these,  upon  the  heads  of  niefi  whose  faces  were  be- 
grimed with  smoke  and  diri,  cau  easily  be  ima^med. 
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mined  resistance,  by  which  the  British  had  two  seamen 
killed  and  two  wounded*  On  the  Srd  of  July,  the  Cam- 
brian  captnred  the  French  privateer  schooner  Matilda^  of 

ten  long  8-pounders  and  95  men. 

Lieutenant  Pigot,  with  a  party  of  officers  and  men,  were 
put  on  board  the  Matilda,  and  dispatched  by  Captain  Beres- 
ford  to  St.  Mary's  River  (which  forms  the  southern  boundary 
of  the  United  States  of  America)  in  searchof  a  Spanish  schoo* 
ner  privateer  and  two  captured  merchant  ships  at  anchor 
therein.  On  the  6th  of  July,  the  Matilda  arrived  off>  and  on 
the  7th  proceeded  12  miles  up  the  river,  continually  fired  at 
by  the  militia  along  the  banks.  The  three  vessels  were  moored 
iu  a  line  across  the  river  ;  the  privateer,  armed  with  six  guns 
and  70  men  ;  the  ship  Golden  Grove,  of  London,  with  eight 
6-pounders,  six  swivels,  and  50  men  ;  and  the  brig  Ceres,  with 
swivels  and  small  arms.  The  Matilda  opened  her  fire  as 
she  approached,  and  continued  it  for  an  hour,  when  she 
grounded ;  Ldeutenant  Figot  then  took  to  his  boats,  and 
boarded  and  carried  the  merchant  ship  in  spite  of  an  obsti^ 
nate  resistance.  With  her  guns  he  compelled  the  enemy 
to  quit  tlie  brig  and  schooner,  and  having  taken  possession 
of  them,  turned  the  fire  of  the  three  vessels  on  the  militia 
drawn  up  on  the  bank  with  a  lield-piece,  whom  he  com- 
pletely routed.  Owmg  to  adverse  winds,  it  was  not  until 
the  2l8t  that  the  lieutenant  could  descend  the  river  with 
his  prizes,  and  rejoin  the  Cambrian.  Two  seamen  were 
kiUed ;  Lieutenant  Figot  was  wounded  in  three  places  by 
musket-balls,  and  Mr.  William  Lawson  (mate),  Mr.  Andrew 
Mitchell  (midshipman), and  12  seamen,  were  also  wounded. 
Messieurs  Thomas  S.  Griliinlioofe,  Henry  Boim;ni,  luid 
George  Williamson  were,  as  well  as  the  above,  spoken  of 
by  Captain  Beresford,  iu  hig  dispatch,  in  terms  of  high  ap- 
probation. The  Spaniards  had  25  men  killed  and  22 
wounded.  Lientenant  Figot,  for  his  distinguished  services, 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  commander. 

On  the  19th  of  July,  the  British  86-gun  frigate  Blanche, 
Captain  Zachariah  Mudge,  while  carrying  dispatches  from 
Jamaica  to  Barbadt)cs  for  Luid  Nelson,  being  at  8h.  a.m. 
in  lat.  20^  20'  north,  and  long.  66°  44'  west,  close  iiauled 
with  a  fresh  breeze,  at  east,  discovered  on  her  weather  bow 
three  ships  and  a  brig,  on  the  opposite  tack,  under  easy  sail. 
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The  strangers  being  indii>tinctly  seen  tlirougli  the  prevail- 
ing haze,  were  at  first  taken  for  a  part  of  an  expected  con- 
voy from  Grenadn,  under  the  protection  of  the  20-gun  ^hip 
Proselyte,  and  the  Blanche  continued  to  stand  towards 
them»\intil  finding  the  private  signal  unanswered,  they  were 
auapected  to  be  enemies .  The  Blanche  then  kept  more  away, 
and  made  sail.  At  8h.  30m.  a.m.  the  strangers,  being  about 
three  miles  distant,  were  discoTered  to  be  a  large  frigate  and 
two  corvettes,  and  ])roved  to  be  the  French  40-gim  frigate 

To])aze,  Oaptaiii  iiaudin  ;  l2i2-<;ini  corvette  Depnrteraent  des 
linndes,  I^ieutenant  Dcsniontils  ;  and  1 8-gun  corvette  Torch, 
Lieutenant  Dehen ;  together  with  the  1  ti-gun  brig  Faune, 
Lieutenant  Charles  Brunet ;  aU  of  which  bore  down  under 
English  colours.  At  9h.  45m.  a.m.  the  pursuing  squa* 
dron  hoisted  French  colours,  and  the  Topaze  having  ob-  . 
tained  a  station  at  500  yards'  distance  from  the  Blanche, 
fired  her  lar])oard  broadside.  The  To})aze  having  got 
within  pistol-shot,  the  Blanche  opened  her  lire,  and  the 
action  was  continued,  both  ships  running  large,  under  easy 
sail,  within  hail  of  each  other.  The  D^partement  des 
Landes  was  coming  up  on  the  starboard  quarter,  occasion- 
ally firing,  and  the  other  two  vessels  were  close  astern  of 
the  Blanche.  The  British  frigate  continued  the  action 
until  llh.  A.M.,  when,  having  her  masts  badly  wounded, 
her  sails  cut  to  shreds,  seven  of  her  gun^,  di:?niountcd,  and 
six  feet  water  in  her  hold.  Captain  Mudge  deeming  a 
further  defence  impracticable,  ordered  the  colours  to  be 
hauled  down.  Out  of  215  men,  the  Blanche  had  seven 
seamen  and  one  marine  killed ;  and  Mr.  William  Hewett 
(boatswain),  and  12  seamen  (three  mortally),  and  Lieutenant 
(marines)  Tliomas  Peebles  and  one  private  wounded.  The 
Topaze,  out  of  her  crew  of  410 — ^including  70  soldiers— had 
only  one  man  killed  and  11  wounded.  Not  a  man  was  liurt 
on  board  the  other  vessels.  The  Blanche  was  a  small  class 
liS-ponuder  36-gun  frigate,  of  951  tons  ;  and  the  Topaze  a 
hne  ship  of  1,132  tons,  and  heavily  armed.  This,  together 
with  the  vicinity  and  assistance  received  by  the  Topaze 
from  her  consorts,  rendered  the  defence  of  the  Blanche  at 
the  best  but  desperate.  That  she  was  fought  as  long  as  a 
prospect  of  escape  existed,  is,  therefore,  we  think,  dear ; 
but  a  still  further  proof  of  this  is  afforded  by  the  &ct,  that 
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after  the  ship  was  taken  possesrion  of,  she  was  found  in 

such  a  battered  and  sinking  state,  that  licr  captors  bet  her 
on  fire  and  destroyed  her  the  same  night. 

On  the  16th  of  July,  Vice- Admiral  Sir  Robert  Calder 
was  cruizing  off  Cape  Finisterre,  in  the  hope  of  intercept, 
ing  the  Franco-Spanish  fleet,  from  the  West  Indies,  with 
the  following  sail  of  the  line,  which  ships  had  formed  the 
squadrons  blockading  Rochefbrt  and  Fenol  :— 

Princeof Wales. . .(?V^^x>?r  r'^^ 

ICaptain  Wilham  Liimmg, 

Oft  / Rear- Adm.  Chas*  Sterling  (blue), 

^^^^^"^^   ICaptain  Samuel  Wanen, 

Barfleur    „       Gteorge  Martin, 

Windaur  Castle 

80  Malta   

'"Thunderer   

Hero  

Repulse   

Defiance   

Ajax  

Warrior   

Dragon  

-Triumph   

J- Agamemnon  

\Raisonable 
Frigates — Egyptienne. .  • 
Sirius  


74n 


Charles  Boyles, 
Edward  BuUen, 
William  Lechmere, 
Hon.  Alan  Hyde  Gardner, 
Hon.  Arthur  Kaye  Le^e, 
Philip  Charles  Durhua, 
William  Brown,  . 
Samuel  Hood  Linzee, 
Edw  ard  Griffiths, 
Henry  Inman, 
John  Harvey, 
Josias  Rowley, 
Hon  CharlesE.Fleeming, 
WHliam  Prowse, 


Lugger  Nile,  Lieutenant  J.  Fennell ;  and  Frisk  cutter. 
Lieutenant  James  Nicholson* 

On  the  19th,  Sir  Robert  received  a  copy  of  Lord  Nel- 
son^s  dispatch,  stating  that  the  French  fleet  had  quitted 
the  West  Indies,  and  was  probably  on  its  way  to  Europe ; 
and  on  the  22nd  of  July,  in  the  forenoon,  die  combined 

fleet,  under  Vice- Admiral  Villeneuve,  with  a  recaptured 
galleon,  was  discovered  to  v^iudward  coming  down  before 
the  wind,  which  was  light  from  north-west.  Sir  Robert 
Calder  immediately  made  the  signal  to  prepare  for  battle, 
and  form  the  order  of  sailing  in  two  columns.  At  noon, 
Fenol  bearing  east-south-east,  distant  49  leagues,  and  Cape 
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Finisterre  south-east,  distant  39  leagues,  the  signal  was 
made  to  form  the  line,  and  at  Ih.  15m.  p.m.  for  close  order. 
The  British  ships  were  thus  formed — Hero,  Ajax,  I'riumph, 
Barfieur,  Agamemnon^  Windsor  Castle,  Defiance,  Prince  of 
Wales»  Repulse,  Rai8oiiable,Dragon,  Glory,  Warrior^  Thiin* 
derer,  Malta.  Most  of  the  ships  had  their  top-gallant  sails 
set,  and  all  except  the  Dnigon  (which  was  to  leeward,  and 
carrying  sail  to  get  into  her  station)  had  their  courses  hauled 
up  standing  on  the  starboard  tack.  The  combined  fleet  ais?o 
hauled  up  on  the  starboard  tack,  and  formed  in  line  of  bat- 
tle thus  : — ^Argonauta,  Terrible,  America,  Espana,  Saa 
Rafael,  Firme,  Pluton,  Mont  Blanc,  Atlas,  Berwick,  Nep« 
tune,  Bucentaure,  Formidable,  Intr^pide,  Sdpion,  Swift- 
sure,  IndomptaUe,  Aigle,  Achille,  Alg^iras. 

A  thick  fog  occasionally  veiled  the  two  fleets  from  each 
otlici  s  view,  and  this,  with  the  light  air  of  wind,  prevented 
Sir  Robert  from  effecting  any  very  decisive  movement.  At 
3h.20m.  P.M.  the  vice-admiral  made  the  signal  to  engage, 
and  at  3h.  22m.  to  tack  in  succession  ;  but  (probably  ob- 
serving that  the  enemy  had  tacked)  at  3h.  26m.  the  latter 
was  annulled,  and  the  signal  made  for  the  leading  divi« 
sion  to  make  all  sail  and  steer  south-west.  At  4h,  2Qm., 
being  abreast  the  enemy's  rear,  the  signal  was  again  made 
to  tack  in  succession,  and  about  the  same  time  the  signal 
to  tack  was  made  by  Vice-Atimiral  ^'illeneuve,  but  the  fog 
which  prevailed  concealed  this  evolution  from  Sir  Robert 
Calder.  The  body  of  the  two  fleets  were  three  miles  apart, 
when  the  combined  fleet  wore  in  consequence  of  the  Sirene» 
which  had  the  galleon  in  tow,  making  signals,  by  firing 
guns  in  quick  succession,  that  the  rear  was  in  danger  m 
being  cut  off.  The  signal  of  the  Sirene  was  principally  occa- 
sioned by  the  bold  approach  of  the  Sirius,  which,  having 
by  tacking  reached  the  wake  of  the  enemy,  tacked  agaui  with 
the  intention  of  boarding  the  galleon. 

While  making  preparation  to  eftect  this  object,  Captain 
Prowse  discovered  through  the  haze  the  Argonauta  on  the 
Starboard  tack,  with  the  wind  nearly  abeam,  and  the  Sirius 
accordingly  bore  up  to  avoid  being  cut  off  by  the  enemy's 
line,  which  was  perceived  approaching.  The  Argonauta, 
Terrible,  and  America  passed  the  British  frigate  without 
firing ;  but  by  the  time  she  had  got  abreast  the  Espana, 
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which  was  at  about  5h.  15m.»  the  Hero,  the  van  ship  of  the 
British,  then  with  royals  set,  hove  m  stays,  and  came  round 

on  the  starboard  tack.  Instantly  the  Spanish  ships,  which 
also  liad  royals  and  courses  set,  hoisted  their  colours  and 
commenced  the  action,  the  Argonauta  firing  her  larboard 
guns  at  the  Hero,  and  the  Espana  at  the  Sirins,  which  ship 
in  consequence  had  two  men  killed  and  three  wounded. 

At  5h.  20m.  the  Hero  opened  her  fire,  and  at  dh.  45m« 
the  Ajax  tacked  astern  of  l^e  Hero,  but  unfortunately  bore 
away  to  speak  the  Admiral,  instead  of  seconding  Captain 
Gardner  in  his  attack.  The  ships  astern  of  die  Hero  also 
tacked  in  succession,  and  by  6h.  the  action  became 
pretty  general,  though  distant,  and  not  very  effective, 
for  the  fog  was  so  tliic];  that  it  was  impossible  to  distin- 
guish any  object  muck  beyond  a  ship's  length,  and  in  the 
confusion  thus  occasioned,  several  ships  in  both  fleets  had 
to  contend  with  more  than  one  opponent.  The  San  Ra- 
Firme,  and  Espana,  having  dropped  somewhat  to 
leeward,  became  very  much  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  Bri- 
tish ;  but  the  Pluton — the  Firme's  second  astern — gallantly 
bore  up,  and  for  some  time  covered  the  Spanish  ship ;  but 
being  too  powerfully  opposed  by  the  leading  British  ships, 
the  Pluton  with  some  difficulty  reorained  her  station.  Being, 
however,  supported  by  the  Mont  Blanc  and  Atlas,  the  Pluton 
again  bore  up,  and  the  Espana  was  preserved  from  capture. 
The  Atlas  suffered  materially  in  this  afiair,  and,  but  for  the 
assistance  of  the  Neptune,  would  certainly  have  been  cap- 
tured. About  8h.  the  Firme,  having  lost  her  main  and 
mizen  masts,  struck,  and,  in  a  few  minutes  afterwards, 
the  Rafael,  with  her  main- topmast  shot  away,  also  surren- 
dered. 

At  8h,  25m.  the  combined  fleet  was  barely  within  gun- 
shot to  windward,  and,  the  British  ships  being  much  scat- 
tered, Sir  Robert  Calder  made  the  night  signal  to  discon- 
tinue the  action ;  but,  as  very  few  ships  could  distinguish 
the  signal,  the  firing  did  not  cease  until  9h.  30m.  p.m.  The 
British  ships  soon  afterwards  brought  to  upon  the  starboard 
tack  to  repair  their  dmuages. 

The  loss  sustained  by  the  Britisii  fleet  amounted  to  41 
killed  and  162  wounded.  No  ship,  except  the  Windsor 
Castle  and  Agamemnon^  lost  a  mast» 
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The  loss  in  the  combined  fleet  amounted  to  476  in  killed 
and  wounded,  and  a  few  of  their  ships  had  received  some 
trifling  damage  in  masts  and  yards* 

The  following  table  will  shew  the  loss  sustained  by  each 
ship  in  both  fleets  :— 


BRITISH, 


Hero  

Ajax   

Triumph   

Barflrur  

Afraniemnon  

\Viii(lsor  Castle  

Dt'tiaiice  

Prince  of  Wales  ... 

Repulse  

Raisonable*.*.  

Bragon   

Glory  

Warrior   

Thunderer  

Malta  

Kg^'ptieime   • 

Sirius  

Total   


25 


o 


1 

2 
5 
3 
0 
10 
1 
3 
0 
1 
0 
1 
0 
7 
5 
0 
2 


41 


4 

16 
G 
7 
3 

35 

/ 

20 
4 
1 
4 
1 
0 
11 
40 
0 
3 


FORBIGN* 


Argonauta. 

Terrible 

America..., 
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At  day-break,  on  the  23rd,  the  two  fleets  were  about  1 7 
miles  apart,  reckoning  from  the  centre  of  each,  but  tlie 
weatlier  was  still  t^o  hazy  that  the  enemy  was  only  indis- 
tinctly seen  by  a  few  ships.  The  British  fleet  was  on 
the  starboard,  but  the  enemy  was  on  the  larboard  tack,  with 
alight  breeze  from  north- west-by- west,  as  on  the  preceding 
day.  About  five  miles  to  windward  of  the  main  body  d[ 
the  British  lay  the  Barfleur,  Triumph,  Hero,  and  Agamem- 
ixou ,  and  six  miles  to  windward  of  these  were  the  leeward- 
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most  ships  of  the  combined  fleet,  consisting:  of  four  sail  of 
the  hne  and  sonic  frigates  ;  to  windward  of  which,  distant 
about  iive  or  six  miles,  was  the  main  body  of  the  combined 
ileet. 

To  leeward  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  about  £ve  mSes,  was 
the  Windsor  Castle,  with  her  fore-topmast  and  part  of  the 
head  of  her  foremast  gone,  in  tow  of  the  Dragon,  and  still 
farther  to  leeward  the  Malta»  Thunderer,  and  prizes, 

all  of  which  were  out  of  sight  of  the  admiral.  It  of  course 
became  necessary  for  Sir  Robert  Calder  to  collect  his  lieet 
into  somethino-  like  order,  and  this  could  only  be  done  by 
bearing  up  to  close  the  ships  to  leeward.  Having  effected 
this  in  a  measure,  the  British  vice-admiral,  at  9h.  a.m., 
hauled  to  the  wind  on  the  larboard  tack,  keeping  between 
the  enemy  and  the  disabled  ships.  The  San  Bafiael  and 
Flrme,  both  by  this  time  totally  dismasted,  were  in  tow  of 
the  frigates  Sirius  and  Egyptienne. 

Light  variable  airs  prevailed  throughout  the  22iid,  2urd, 
and  24th,  which  must  have  rendered  nugatory  any  effort 
on  the  part  of  Sir  Robert  Calder  to  renew  the  action. 
With  a  fleet  manifestly  inferior,  previously  by  five,  but  now 
by  three  sail  of  the  line  (or,  taking  the  disabled  state  of  the 
Windsor  Castle  into  the  calculation,  four  sail  of  the  line), 
within  a  few  hours'  sail  of  a  fleet  of  20  sail  of  the  line,  in 
Ferrol  and  Rochefort,  which  he  had  been  only  recently 
blockading,  surely  Sir  llobcrt  Calder,  an  old  and  well-tried 
officer,  should  not  bave  been  hardly  dealt  by,  because  he  did 
not  destroy  his  trophies,  and  detacli  the  Windsor  Castle,  and, 
with  14  sail  of  the  line,  rashly  chase  a  fleet  so  superior,  under 
SO  many  discouragements.  And  yet,  strange  to  say,  such 
was  the  case.  Popular  prejudice,  everon  the  alert,  ran  against 
the  gallant  admhral;  and.  notwithstanding  he  had  with  15  sail 
of  the  line  captured  two  ships  from  an  enemy  of  20  bbjI,  and 
that  he  could  adduce  the  strongest  arguments  in  favour  of 
his  proceedings — saving  only  his  not  destroying  the  prizes 
— the  country  was  not  satisfied,  and  Sir  Robert  was  doomed 
to  be  the  victim. 

The  two  prizes  to  the  fleet  arrived  at  Plymouth  on  the 
31st  of  July.  They  were  purchased  into  the  navy,  but, 
being  old  ships,  were  never  fitted  for  sea.   On  the  14th  of 
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August,  Sir  Robert  Calder  joined  Lord  ComwaUis  off 

Ushant. 

In  consequence  of  the  rumours  and  ill-natured  remarks 
afloat  in  the  public  prints,  Sir  Robert,  on  his  return  to 
England,  called  for  a  court-martial.  A  court  accordingly 
assembled  on  the  23rd  of  December,  on  board  the  Prince  d£ 
Wales,  and  continued  sitting  till  the  26th«  when  the*— we 
would  say  unjust— conclusion  was  come  to  that  Sir  Robert 
Calder  was  deserving  of  censure,  and  he  was  severely  repri- 
manded accordingly  for  nut  liciving,  as  it  was  said,  done  his 
utmost  to  renew  tlie  action  on  the  23rd  of  July. 

In  the  summer  of  this  year  actions  almost  innumerable 
took  place  along  the  French  coast  with  the  invasion  flotilla 
and  the  British  squadron  cruizing  off  Boulogne,  The  ves- 
sels principally  engaged  were  the  frigates  Immortality, 
Commodore  Owen ;  Hebe.  Captain  M.  Malbon ;  corvettes 
Arab,  Calypso,  Ariadne,  and  Champion,  Captains  Keith 
Maxwell,  Aiiittlicw  Forstcr,  11.  H.  Bromley,  and  I'^dward 
King;;  and  guu-bri^s  Plumper  and  Teazer,  Lieutenants  J. 

H.  Garrety  and  G.  L.  Ker,  which  two  latter  vessels  were 
captured. 

The  number  of  prames  and  gun-vessds  at  this  time  in 
Boulogne,  forming  the  invasion  flotilla,  amounted  to  578» 
and  526  transports.   The  number  of  vessels  at  the  ports  of 

Ambleteuse,  Calais,  Dunkerque,  and  Ostend,  amounted  to 

I,  339  ai  incul  ;mu  954  unanued  vessels,  making  a  totid  of 
2,293,  dtbtiued  to  carry  163,645  men,  including  16,783 
sailors  and  9,059  horses. 

On  the  2nd  of  August,  the  38-gun  frigate  Phaeton,  Cap- 
tain John  Wood,  and  18-gun  sloop  Hairier,  Captain  fid- 
ward  Ratsey,  made  a  gallant  but  unsuccessful  attack  upon 
the  French  frigate  S^millante,  moored  under  a  battery 
erected  at  Jadnta,  one  of  the  Philippine  Islands.  Each  of 
the  Diitish  vessels  had  two  men  wounded,  and  sustained 
some  trifling  damages. 

A  ver\'  gallant  action  was  fought  on  the  10th  of  August, 
which  merits  particular  attention.  On  that  day,  at  5h. 
A.M.,  the  British  18-pounder  36-gun  frigate  Phoenix,  Cap- 
tain Thomas  Baker,  in  latitude  43''  2Qf  N.,  longitude  12"*  W., 
standing  to  the  northward  on  the  starboard  tack,  came  in 
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eight  of  a  large  ship  in  the  lee  or  south-west  quarter. 
Although  the  bearer  of  dispatches^  Captain  Baker  did  not 
heritate  as  to  the  course  he  should  pursue,  but  immediately 

wore  round  and  stood  towards  the  stranger,  which  proved 
to  be  the  French  40-gun  frigate  Didon,*  Captain  Milius. 
At  7h.  A.M.,  the  Didon  being  approached  more  closely,  was 
observed  to  be  on  the  larboard  tack,  with  royals  set ;  but 
with  her  main-topsail  to  the  rnast^  awaiting  the  approach  of 
the  Phoenix. 

It  appeared  that,  on  the  preceding  day,  the  Phoenix  had 
boarded  an  American  brig,  the  master  of  which  had  been  on 
board  the  British  frigate,  and  being  at  the  time  not  very 

sober,  had  not  exerted  that  cleanie^s  of  sight  for  which  his 
countrymen  are  famed.  This  same  brisr  was  boarded  by  the 
Didon  early  on  the  morning  of  the  lUtli,  and  the  American 
Stated  to  Captain  Milius,  that  the  ship  then  in  sight  to 
^irindward  was  a  British  20-gun  ship ;  but  that  the  captain 
and  officers  were  so  much  in  conceit  with  the  powers  of 
their  ship,  that  he  doubted  not  they  would  engage  tiie  Didon. 
To  countenance  this  report,  thePhceniit  was  a  small-looking 
ship,  and  every  means  had  been  used  to  increase  her  decep- 
tive appearance. 

At  8h.  A.M.  the  Didon  still  hove  to,  hoisted  lier  colour?, 
and  lired  a  gun ;  but,  the  wind  benig  light,  the  Phoenix  did 
not  get  within  range  till  nearly  9h.  At  this  time  the  Phoe- 
nix commenced  firing  as  many  of  her  guns  as  would  bear ; 
but,  anxious  to  render  the  business  condlusive,  Captain  Baker 
determined  on  endeavouring  to  engage  to  leeward.  In  order, 
however,  to  frustrate  this  manoeuvre,  the  Didon  made 
sail,  and  wore  round  upon  the  starboard  tack,  and,  after 
much  very  skilful  seamanship,  Captain  Baker  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  take  such  position  as  he  could.    The  Phoenix* 


*  TbiB  same  ship  was  on  the  7th  of  Avgnst  fiQlen  in  with  by  the 
38.gun  frigate  JSolus,  C^fain  Lord  Wil&m  Rtzroy ;  but  no  action 
took  place,  his  lordship  considering  the  dispatches  with  which  he  yna 
charged  by  Admiral  Comwailis  to  he  of  too  great  importance  to  per- 
mit him  to  seek  an  engagement  with  an  enemy.  A  lengthened  and 
augry  controYersy  arose  in  reference  to  this  meetinfr  ;  hut  as  nohattle 
was  fought,  the  attair  is  considered  to  he  beyond  OUT  proYince^  and  we 
merely  allude  to  the  fact  as  haviiig  occurred. 
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therefore,  ranged  up  to  windward  within  pistol-shot  of 
the  Didon,  both  ships  being-  on  the  larboard  tack  two 
or  three  ])oints  off  the  wind.  The  PhcEnix,  however, 
having  too  much  way  on  her,  shot  ahead  of  the  Didon; 
and  the  latter,  taking  advantage  of  this,  lu£Ped  across 
tiie  stem  of  the  Phoenixi  and  fired  a  few  hannless  shot ; 
then,  bearing  up,  she  passed  close  under  her  adver8ar3r'8 
stem  and  fired  her  larboard  broadside  with  ^eat  pre- 
cision. The  Didon  then  attempted  a  second  time  to  lufF 
acro?«  tlic  stem  of  the  Phoenix  ;  but  the  crew  of  the  latter 
having  by  this  time  rove  new  braces,  the  sails  of  the  Phoenix 
were  thrown  all  aback,  and,  gathering  stern  way,  her  star- 
board quarter  took  the  larboard  bow  of  the  Didon. 

The  French  crew  then  made  several  attempts  to  board, 
but  the  British  marines  were  found  perfectly  competent  to 
repel  them  all,  and  in  the  meanwhile  the  British  sailors  were 
employed  in  briniring  a  gun  to  bear  out  ui  an  extra  port  cut 
through  the  stern  windows  and  quarter  galler}".  (ti  l  at  loss 
was  sustained  while  the  gun  was  being  brought  into  this 
position,  but  having  at  length  succeeded,  its  effects  rewarded 
the  labours  bestowed.  No  less  than  24  of  the  Didon's 
crew  were  laid  low  by  its  first  discharge.  The  only  gun 
which,  owing  to  the  absence  of  bow- ports,  the  Didon  could 
bring  to  bear  was  a  *^ (J -pound  can  nade  on  the  forecastle; 
but  this  was  rendered  in  a  manner  useless  by  the  accuracy 
of  the  fire  of  the  marines  of  the  Phoenix,  who  shot  down 
every  man  attempting  to  load  or  fire  it. 

Tlie  two  ships  had  remained  foul  of  each  other  about 
half-an-hour,  when  the  Didon,  getting  a  breeze,  began  to 
foro .  ahead,  enabUng  the  British  crew  to  bring  the  after- 
most  gun  on  the  starboard  side  to  bear  upon  the  Didon, 
the  discharge  from  which  cut  away  the  gammoning  of  her 
bowsprit.  In  a  short  time  the  two  ships,  havinp^  separated, 
were  airain  abreast  of  each  other,  and  the  fight  proceeded 
upon  more  equal  terms,  but  with  evident  advantage  to  the 
British  crew,  who  fired  three  broadsides  to  two  of  the  Didon. 

Having  shot  away  the  Didon's  main-topmast,  the  Phoenix 
ranged  ahead  clear  of  her  adversary,  and  the  breeze  dying 
entirely  away,  a  suspension  of  firing  necessarily  took  place. 
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At  noon  a  breeze  again  sprung  up,  and  the  Fhcenix,  having 
repaired  her  damages,  dosed  the  Didon  on  her  larboard 
quarter,  and  again  opened  her  fire,  which  was  feebly  re- 
turned, and  the  foremast  of  the  French  frigate  having  fallen, 

at  15  minute*  pobt  nuou  tlie  cuiouib  oi  the  Didon  were 
hauled  down. 

Ont  of  the  245  rnen  and  boys,  which  the  Phoenix  mus- 
tered at  quarters.  Lieutenant  John  Bounton,  Mr.  George 
Donalan  (master*?  mate),  and  ten  seamen  were  killed  j  and 
First  Lieutenant  of  Marines  HenrySteele  (dangerously  in  the 
head).  Messieurs  Aaron  Tozer  (dangerously),  and  Edward 
B.  Curling*  (midshipmen),  13  seamen,  and  12  marines  were 
wounded :  total,  12  killed  and  28  wounded. 

The  loss  on  board  the  Didon,  out  of  a  crew  of  330, 
amounted  to  27  killed  and  44  wounded.  Tlie  force  of  the 
Didon  was  every  w^ay  greater  than  that  of  the  Plicenix.  The 
crew  of  the  Didon  were  picked  men,  but  that  of  the  Phoenix 
consisted  of  well-trained  smart  fellows,  of  whose  skill  the 
foregoing  is  a  sufficient  proof .  After  the  ships  were  refitted, 
the  Fhoeniz  took  the  Didon  in  tow,  and  on  the  3rd  of  Sep- 
tember, after  narrowly  escaping  capture  by  the  combined 
fleet,  the  Phoenix  and  her  prize  anchored  in  Plymouth 
bound.  The  Didon  was  a  beautiful  ship,  of  1,100  tons, 
and  was  added  to  tlie  na\y  by  the  same  name. 

C  a  J)  tain  Baker  received  no  mark  of  distinction  for  this 
skilfully  fought  and  gallant  action,  nor  was  her  first  lieute* 
nant,  Mr.  Samuel  Brown,  promoted  to  the  rank  of  com* 
mander  until  the  1st  of  August,  1811.  The  cause  of  these 
omissions  is  involved  in  much  royster}',  and  all  our  endea- 
vours to  ::olyc  it  satisfactorily  huw  l)een  unavailing. 

The  conspicuous  gallantry  of  t^vo  or  three  officers  of  the 
Phoenix  should  not  go  unmeiitioned.  The  acting  purser, 
Mr.  John  Collman,  volunteered  his  services  on  the  quarter- 
deck,  where  he  made  himself  ei^tremely  useful ;  and  Mr. 

*  Mr.  Ciirliiig'fl  wound  was  of  a  very  remarkable  deacriptloii. 

While  guckmgan  orange,  with  his  jaws  conaeqnently  extended,  amm- 
ket-ball  passed  through  his  mouth,  entering  one  cheek  and  escaping 
through  the  other,  without  touching  a  tooth.  The  wound bealed,  kav* 
ing  only  a  pair  of  dimples,  which  were  not  unseemly. 
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Edward  PhOlips,  midshij)man,  i?  stated  to  have  saved  Cap- 
tain Baker's  life,  in  tlie  following  mannor.  While  the  t^hips 
were  foul,  a  man,  iij)on  the  howsprit  eml  of  the  J)idon,  was 
taking  deliberate  aim  at  the  captain,  which  Mr.  Phillips  per- 
ceiving, imceremoniously  pushed  Captain  Baker  asidei  and 

fired  at  the  Frenchmati.  The  Frenchman  also  discharged 
his  musket  and  immediately  fell  overboard,  the  ball  tearing 

the  rim  of  Captain  Baker's  hat,  but  without  hurting  him. 
The  good  spirit  reigning  amongst  the  British  crew  was 
proved  by  the  fact  that  the  sick  men,  who,  though  too 
debilitated  to  work  the  guns,  volunteered  to  hand  the  pow- 
der and  perform  such  offices  as  their  strength  permitted. 

On  the  15th  of  August,  about  200  miles  from  Rochefort, 
the  French  16«gun  corvette  Faune  was  captured  by  the  20- 
gun  ship  Camilla,  Captain  Bridges  W.Taylor,  assisted  by  the 
74-gun  ship  Goliath,  Captain  Robert  Burton,  l  lie  Goliath 
then  stood  to  the  southwiu-d,  and  being  joined  in  the  after- 
noon by  the  G4-gun  ship  Raisonable,  Captain  Josias  Row- 
ley, the  French  frigate  Topaze  and  two  corvettes  were  dis- 
covered and  chased  by  them.  The  corvettes  separated 
from  the  frigate,  and  one,  which  was  the  Torche,  was  cap* 
tured  by  the  Gcdiath,  at  8h.  p.m.«  having  on  board  52  of  the 
late  Blanche's  crew. 

The  Raisonable  ])nrsued  the  Tojiazc,  and,  at  day-break 
on  the  IGth,  had  arrived  within  three  miles  of  her,  both 
ships  steering  to  the  southward,  nearly  before  tiu^  wind. 
At  9h.,  the  wind  falling  light,  favoured  the  Raisonable,  and 
the  Topaze  hoisted  her  colours  and  commenced  firing  her 
stem  chasers,  and  with  so  much  effect,  that  at  9h.  30m. 

the  Raisonable's  fore-topsail  was  completely  riddled, 
and  her  lower  studding  sail  shot  away.  The  Raisonable 
then  commenced  firing  her  bow  guns,  but  just  as  she  had 
got  near  enouL2;h  to  open  her  broadside  it  fell  calm.  Shortly 
afterwards  a  light  air  from  the  southward  enabled  the  Topaze 
to  wear  round,  and  haul  to  the  wind  on  the  starboard  tack, 
and  with  her  stem  guns  she  did  some  execution  to  the 
rigging  of  the  Raisonable,  which  also  hauled  to  the  wind  in 
pursuit ;  but  the  frigate,  being  now  to  windward,  vras  soon 
lost  sight  of,  and  arrived  safdy  in  the  Tagus  on  tiie  20th. 

On  the  25th  of  September,  in  latitude  49"*  dtf  north* 
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longitade  ymt.  Rear- Admiral  Allemand*  with  &e  Roche- 
fort  aquadnm,  conaistiiig  of  the  120-gun  ship  Majesteox, 

74-gun  ships  Magnanime,  Jemappes,  Sufiren,  and  Lion» 

iuid  frigates  Armide,  Gloire,  and  Thetis,  fell  in  with  the  54- 
gun  ship  Calcutta,  Captain  Daniel  WoodrifF,  having  under 

convoy  the  Indus  East  India  ship,  three  whalers,  and  two 
other  ships,  from  St.  Helena,  homeward-bound.  At  day- 
light on  the  26th»  at  llh.  a«m.«  the  Calcutta  made  the  pri- 
vate signal*  and  receiving  no  answer.  Captain  WoodrifF 
balled  the  hidu8«  and  diluted  her  captain  to  make  all  sail 
ahead  with  the  convoy,  while  the  Calcutta  stood  towards 
the  French  ftigate  Armide,  then  upon  her  starboard  bow 
and  in  chase  of  the  merchant  ships.  At  3h.  p.m.  the  Ar- 
mide fired  her  stern  chasers,  and  received  in  retniTi  the  bow 
guns  of  the  Calcutta ;  soon  afterwards  the  French  frigate 
shortened  sail  and  allowed  the  Calcutta  to  get  abreast  of 
her;  butafteran  hour's  firing,  the  Armide  ha^ed  off  outof 
gun-shot  to  repair  her  damages.  This  action  with  the 
Armide  drew  the  whok  squadron  in  chase  of  the  Calcutta, 
and  at  5h.  the  Magnanime  opened  her  fire  upon  the  British 
ship,  still  running  under  all  sail  to  the  southward,  before  a 
light  air  of  wind.  Finding  that  the  Magnanime  was  alone 
and  far  ahead  of  her  consorts,  except  the  40-gun  frigate 
Thetis,  which  was  on  her  larboard  quarter,  Captain  Wood- 
riff  resolved,  as  the  only  chance  of  escape  left,  to  endeavour 
to  disable  this  ship*  The  Calcutta's  helm  was  accordingly 
ported,  and  she  being  quickly  within  pistol-shot,  com- 
menced the  action.  In  three  quarters  of  an  hour  the  Cal- 
cutta was  completely  unrigged  and  unuiiuuigcable,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  French  squadron  rapidly  approaching,  the 
Calcutta  surrendered. 

Out  of  343  men  and  boys,  the  Calcutta  had  six  men 
killed  and  six  wounded ;  but  she  was  so  much  disabled  in 
her  masts  and  rigging,  that  the  French  sh^s  were  obliged  to 
keep  her  in  tow  two  days  before  they  could  make  any  sail 
upon  her.  This  delay,  and  the  direction  in  which  Captain 
Woodriff  had  purposely  drawn  the  squadron,  enabled  the 
ships  under  his  charirc  to  get  away,  and  also  preserved  the  74- 
gun  ship  IIlubtrirm<  nnd  a  convoy  of  200  sail  of  ships,  from 
Antigua,  from  iaiiing  in  with  the  enemy.   The  conduct  of 
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Captam  Woodriff  was  most  masterly  and  gallant,  and  it 

obtEuned  for  him  unbounded  approbation  ;  he  was  of  course 
tried  for  the  loss  of  his  ship,  but  most  honourably  ac- 
quitted. 

On  the  Bth.  of  October^  the  36-gUQ  frigate  Princess 
Charlotte,  Captain  George  Tobin,  cruizing  near  the  Island 
of  Tobago,  discovered  a  ship  and  brig  to  windward.  The 
Princess  Charlotte  was  so  cQsguised  as  to  be  taken  for  a 

merchant  vessel,  and  the  French  16-gun  brig  Naiade  and 
26-gun  corvette  Cyaue  (late  British),  Lieutenant  Charles 
Le  Menard,  bore  down  within  gun-shot.  The  Cyane  did 
not  discover  her  mistake  until  slie  wrr  brought  to  action  by 
the  British  frigate,  to  which  she  surrendered  after  a  gallant 
defence,  in  which  her  first  lieutenant  and  two  seamen  were 
killed,  and  a  midshipman  and  eight  seamen  wounded.  The 
Naiade  escaped,  but  was  captured  a  week  afterwards  by  the 
d2-gun  frigate  Jason,  Captain  William  Champam,  after  a 
long  chase  and  a  running  light  of  15  minutes. 

Vice-Admirai  Viileneuvc,  whose  cruize  to  the  West  Indies 
and  action  with  Sir  Robert  Calder  we  have  just  recorded,  at 
length  reached  Cadiz ;  but  the  Emperor  Napoleon  was  so 
dissatisfied  with  the  conduct  of  that  officer,  that  Vice-Ad- 
miral  Rosily  was  appointed  to  supersede  him  in  the  com- 
mand. 

Vice-Admiral  Collingwood,  on  the  22nd  August,  was 

cruizing"  before  Cadiz  witli  1  8  sail  of  the  line,  and  continued 
in  command  of  the  blockading  fleet  until  the  28th  of 
September,  when  Vice-Admiral  Lord  Nelson  joined,  in  his 
old  sliip  the  Victory.  The  Euryalus  had  been  previously 
sent  ahead  to  apprize  Vice-Admiral  Collingwood  of  the 
approach  of  Nelson,  with  orders  not  to  salute  or  hoist  the 
colourB  by  which  the  enemy  might  be  apprized  of  the  arri- 
val of  a  reinforcement.  Some  ot£er  ships  having  also  j  oined, 
the  licet  amounted  to  27  sail  of  the  hne,  a  squadron  of  five 
sail  of  which,  under  Hear- Admiral  Louis,  was  btutioned  close 
to  the  harbour  of  Cadiz,  while  the  main  body  cruized  about 
lo  miles  to  the  westward.  But  Lord  Nelson,  considering 
that  by  withdrawing  his  ships  to  the  distance  of  16  or  18 
leagues  from  the  land,  the  French  admiral^  ignorant  of  the 
British  strength,  might  venture  to  put  to  sea,  reduced  the 
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in-shore  squadron  to  the  two  frigates  Hjrdra  and  Earyahis^ 
and  oatside  of  them»  at  a  convenient  distance  for  signalling, 

stationed  four  sail  of  the  line. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  the  Euryalus  recomioitred  the 
port  of  Cadiz,  and  discovered  in  the  outer  harbour  1 8 
French  and  1 6  Spanish  ships  of  the  line,  apparently  ready 
for  sea.  Between  the  9th  and  13th  of  October,  the  Royal 
Sovereign^  fielieisle,  Africa,  and  Agamemnon,  joined  the 
British  fleet ;  but,  after  deducting  five  sail,  under  Rear- Ad- 
miral Louis,  dispatched  to  Gibraltar,  the  number  amounted 
only  to  27  sail  of  the  line.  Since  the  10th  the  enemy's 
licet  had  moved  towards  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  and 
evinced  a  disposition  to  put  to  sea.  From  the  10th  to  the 
1 7th  the  wind  continued  to  blow  fresh  from  the  westward, 
which  prevented  them ;  but,  on  the  1 7th,  at  midnight,  the 
wind  shifted  to  the  eastward,  and  on  Saturday,  the  19th» 
at  7h,  A.U.,  the  combined  fleet  weighed,  by  signal  from  the 
commander-in-chief,  with  a  light  breeze  from  the  north-, 
ward.  Owing"  to  the  lightness  of  the  wind,  however,  only 
12  ships  got  out,  and  these  lay  becalmed  until  the  after- 
noon, when  a  breeze  sprang  up  from  the  westward,  and  this 
division  of  the  enemy  stood  to  the  northward,  closely 
watched  by  the  British  frigates  Euryalus  and  buius,  which 
immediately  signalled  the  cheering  news  to  the  British 
fleet. 

A  most  remarkable  instance  of  what  might  almost  be 
termed  second  sight  in  Lord  Nelson  has  been  mentioned  to 

us  from  ci  (jiiarter  which  demands  the  highest  respect.  On 
this  moruiii^-,  I^ord  Nui>on  was  more  than  usually  anxious, 
and  he  came  on  deck  under  the  full  impression  that  the 
enemy's  lieet  had  put  to  sea.  No  signal  to  that  eflfect  had 
then  been  made  by  the  look-out  frigates,  but  his  lordship 
persisted  ui  his  belief  that  such  a  signal  was  flying.  Both 
the  signal  lieutenant  and  Captain  Hardy  went  to  the  mast- 
head with  their  glasses  to  ascertain  whetiier  any  such 
signal  was  out,  but  were  unable  to  discover  any  thing  lead- 
ing them  to  suppose  that  such  was  the  case.  About  an  hour 
afterwards  a  signal-gun  announced  that  the  enemy  had  put 
to  sea. 

At  daylight,  on  the  20th,  the  remainder  of  the  enemy's 
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fleet,  consistinir,  with  tho^e  already  outside,  of  33  sail  of 
the  line,  five  Mgatea,  aad  two  corvettes,  put  to  sea  with  a 
breeze  from  the  south-east ;  but  they  had  scarcely  deared 
the  harbour  when  the  wind  changed  to  south-west,  attended 
with  thick  weather.  At  2h.  p.m.  the  wind  shifted  to  west 
north-west,  and  the  weather  cleared  up.  The  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  combined  Acct  was  still  Vice- Admiral  Ville- 
neuve  (whose  successor  had  not  arrived),  having  under  him 
the  Spanish  Vice-yVdmiral  dMlava  and  Rear-Admiral  Du- 
manoir ;  and  the  second  part  of  the  fleet,  or  reserve,  was 
divided  into  two  squadrons  of  six  ships  each ;  the  first  under 
the  Spanish  Admiral  Grravma,  and  the  second  commanded 
by  near-Admiral  Magon.  One  of  the  advanced  frigates 
having  made  the  signal  for  18  sail  of  British  ships,  the 
combined  fleet,  then  on  tlic  larl^oard  tack,  cleared  for  action, 
and  at  oh.  p.m.  tacked  and  stood  towards  the  straits.  At 
7h.  80ni.  tlie  Aiglu  i^ignalled  18  sail  to  the  southward,  and 
shortly  af  terwards  the  combined  fleet  wore,  and  stood  to  the 
north-west. 

A  little  before  day-break,  on  the  21st,  finding  that  the 
British  were  to  windward,  the  French  admiral  directed  the 
three  columns  of  the  line  of  battle,  in  which  tiie  fleet  was 

formed,  to  draw,  without  regard  to  priority  of  rank  among 
the  ships,  into  a  close  line  of  battle  on  the  staiboard  tack, 
and  to  steer  south-west.  At  daylight  the  two  fleets  were 
in  sight  of  each  other,  about  12  miles  apart,  the  centre  of 
the  combined  fleet  bearing  about  east  by  south  from  the 
centre  of  the  British,  the  wind  being  light  from  west  north- 
west, accompanied  by  a  long  ground  swell.  At  6h.  a.m.  the 
combined  fleet  was  distinctly  seen  from  the  decks  of  the 
British  ships,  the  Victory  being  at  this  time  distant  from 
Cape  Trafalnfar  about  seven  leagues.  At  6h.  40m.  Lord 
Nelson  made  the  siirnals  to  form  the  order  of  sailins:  in  two 
columns  and  ])rcpai'e  for  Ijattie,  and  in  a  few  minutes  after- 
wards to  bear  up.  At  8h.  30m.  Vice- Admiral  Villeneuve 
made  the  signal  for  his  fleet  to  wear  and  form  a  line  in 
close  order  on  the  larboard  tack ;  but,  owing  to  tiie  light 
air  of  wind  and  the  great  swell,  it  was  not  until  lOh.  that 
this  movement  was  accomplished,  and  even  then  the  line, 
if  such  it  could  be  called,  was  very  irregulaily  formed ;  so 
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much  so,  that  it  was  nearly  in  the  shape  of  a  crescent*  and> 

instead  of  the  ships  being  in  line  ahead,  some  were  at  a 
distance  to  leeward,  and  others  to  windward  of  their  proper 
stations. 

For  the  most  part  the  ships  were  two,  and,  in  some  cases, 
three  abreast ;  and  they  were  generally  under  topsails  and 
topgallant-sails,  with  main-topsails  to  tiieir  masts. 

llie  following  is  a  statement  of  the  ships  in  both  fleets, 
in  the  relative  order  in  which  they  were  farmed,  about  llh* 
A.M.,  and  in  which  they  went  into  action. 


BRITISH  FLEET. 

WXATHKK  DIVISION. 

Gun  Ship, 

1  no    Virfnrv  fVice-Adm  Lord  Nelson  (white), 

lUU    V  ictory  XCaptain  Thomas  Masterman  Hardy. 

98    »     Eliab  Harvey, 

INeptune   „     Thomas  F.  Freemantle, 

/Leviathan    „      Henry  Wm.  Bayntuu, 

IConqueror   „     Israel  Pellew, 

nA  /Agamenmon  ..•     „     Sir  Edward  Berry, 

lAMca   „     Henry  Digby, 

r  Ajax   lieutenant  John  Pifold  (acting), 

- .  j  Orion   Captain  Edward  Codrington, 

1  Minotaur    „      Charles  J.  M.  Mansfield, 

iSpartiate   „      Sir  Francis  Laforey. 

Frigatei, 

^  rEuryalus    „     Hon.  Henry  Blackwood, 

iNaiad    „     Thomas  Dundas, 

Pickle  schooner    Lieutenant  John  R.  Lapenotiere. 

LBS  division; 

^.  f  Iklleisle   ,,      William  Hargood, 

LMars    „      George  Duff, 

80  Tonnant   „     Charles  Tyler, 
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r  ]3elleropboii 

74  *i  Colossus  

lAchiUe   

98    Preadnougbt . . . 

Polyphemus  ... 

Revenge  

Swiftsnre  

Defiance  


64 


74 


Captain  John  Cooke, 

James  NicoU  Morris, 
Richard  King, 
John  Conn, 
Robert  Redmill, 
Robert  Moorsom, 
George  Rutheiford, 
Philip  C.C.  H.  Tlurham, 


9» 


99 


9t 


98 


38 


Thunderer          Lieut.  John  btockham  (actmg). 

Defence   Captain  George  Hope, 

Prince   „     Richard  Grmdall. 

rPluube    Captain  Hon /rh OS.  Bladen  Capel, 

ISirius   ,,      William  Prowse. 

Bntreprenante  cutter    Lieutenant  John  Purver, 

The  names  of  the  ships  of  the  combined  fleet  were  as 
follows,  commencing  with  the  north-westemmost. 

112    Santa  Ana  (iiag), 
Fougueux, 


Gun  Ship. 

rNeptinw*' 

74\  Scipion, 
llntr^pide, 
100  Rayo, 
80  Formidable  (flag), 
'Duguay  Trouin, 
MoDtblanc, 
74<  San  Francisco  de  Ads, 
San  Auyustin, 
Heros, 

130  Santislma  Trinidad 

(flag), 
f  Bucentaure,t 
INeptune, 
64  8m  Leandro, 

.  rRedoutable, 
X^San  Just  Of 
80  Indomptable, 


Monarca, 
Pluton, 

Algesiras  (flag), 
74^  Bahama, 

Aigle, 

S\vitt::?are, 
Argonaute, 

.Montanez, 

80  Argonauta, 

{ Berwick, 
^^J  San  Juan  Nepamuceno, 


i  San  Ildefonso, 


.Acfaille, 

112  Principe  de  Asturias 
(flag). 


*  Tin  Spanish  ships  are  in  italics. 

i*  The  fiaoentaure,  although  the  ship  on  board  which  the  French 
commander.in-chief  was,  had  no  fiag  flying*  The  admiral's  flag  was 
on  board  a  frigate. 
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The  wind  was  so  light,  that  although  the  British  ships 
had  studding-sails  on  both  sides,  they  did  not  go  more  than 

two  knots  an  hour,  and  scarcely  that,  and  while  the  fleet 
ms  thus  slowly  utiiriiig  the  enem\',  Lord  Nelson  '^^sited 
the  dilferent  decks  of  the  Victory,  cautioning  the  men  not 
to  fire  without  being  sure  of  their  object. 

Thinking  that  the  Victory,  as  the  flag-ship  and  leader  of 
the  column,  would  draw  the  principal  attention  of  the 
enemy's  fire,  it  was  proposed  to  Lord  Nelson*  by  Captain 
Blackwood,  that  the  T^m6raire  should  go  ahead  of  her ;  and 
to  this  proposal  Lord  Nelson  replied,  **  Oh!  yes,  let  her  go 
ahead  but,  at  the  same  time,  had  no  such  intention  ;  nor 
would  he  permit  an  inch  of  canva«  to  be  taken  in.  The 
Victory  continued  therefore,  to  lead  the  column,  but  was 
closely  hugged  by  the  Tem^raiie* 

Apprehensive  that  the  enemy  might  run  for  the  port  of 
Cadiz,  which  was  at  no  great  distance  under  their  lee.  Lord 
Nelson  telegraphed  to  Vice-Admiral  CoQungwood,  I  in-> 
tend  to  pass  through  the  van  of  the  enemy's  line,  to  prevent 
him  from  getting  into  Cadiz."  At  llh.  4()m.  a.m.  Lord 
Nelson  orderetl  his  last  and  never-to-be-forgotten  telegra- 
phir  *^ignal  to  he  made,  **  Exgland  expects  that  every 
MAN  WILL  no  HIS  DUTY,"*  and  the  purport  of  this  signal 
having  been  communicated  to  the  men  at  their  quarters,  it 
was  greeted  with  three  hearty  cheers,  and  excited  the  most 
lively  enthusiasm  among  the  officers  and  men. 

The  Fougueux,  the  ship  next  astern  to  the  Santa  Ana, 
about  ten  minutes  biiore  noon,  fired  a  shot  to  try  the  range 
of  her  cruns  ;  upon  wiiich  the  Victory  and  all  the  British 
ships  iioibted  their  colours ;  both  divisions  of  the  fleet 
wearing  the  St.  George's  ensign,  the  better  to  distinguish 
them  from  the  enemy,  togetlier  with  a  union-jack  on  the 
fore-topmast-stay  and  in  many  on  tlie  main-topmast-stay 


*  The  colours  which  were  used  m  composing  this  cdebiated  8ig;iial 
have  lately  been  correctly  ascertained,  and  arranged  in  tbc  order  in 
which  they  were  hoisted,  by  lientenant  Jeaffireson  Miles,  an  old  and 
meritorious  officer,  whose  name  is  mentioned  with  credit  in  these  pages, 
and  who  has  kindly  furnished  the  design  used  for  the  vignette  title- 
page  of  the  second  volume  of  this  work,  whidk  embodies  the  siguaL 
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also.   Shortly  afterwards  the  combined  fleets  hoisted  tiieir 

colours ;  and  the  Santa  Ana,  with  several  ships  ahead  and 

astern,  commenced  a  heavy  lire  uj)on  the  Royal  Sovereign^ 
then  bearing  from  the  Victory  south-east  t^vo  miles,  and 
firom  the  Belleisle  east  by  norths  distant  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mile. 

At  ten  minutes  past  noon,  the  Royal  Sovereign  com- 
menced the  action  by  passing  close  under  the  stem  of 
the  Santa  Ana,  dischargm^  every  gun  of  her  larboard 

broadside  as  it  came  to  bear ;  then  lutfinL^  round,  she  took 
lip  lier  station  on  the  starboard  bow  of  her  opponent.  In 
breaking-  through  tlie  line  the  Royal  Sovereign  hred  her 
starboard  broadside  into  the  Fougueux. 

The  feelings  of  the  two  noble  admirals  almost  at  the 
same  moment  found  utterance :  Vice- Admiral  Collingwood» 
as  his  ship  was  thus  gallantly  commencing  the  fight,  ob- 
served to  Captain  Rotheram,  **  "What  would  Nelson  give  to 
be  here?"  imd  at  the  same  instant  Lord  Nelson,  observing 
his  friend  in  his  enviable  position,  exclaimed,  "  See  how 
nobly  CoUingwood  carries  his  ship  into  action." 

The  Royal  Sovereign,  while  closely  engaging  the  Spanish 
three-decker^WBS  raked  distantly  by  the  San  Leandro  ahead, 
Fougueux  on  her  quarter^  and  the  San  Justo  and  Indompta^* 
ble  also  fired  at  her  with  some  effect,  until  the  succeeding 
ships  engaged  their  more  particular  attention,  which  was 
very  shortly.  Tlu;  Santa  Ana  lost  her  mizen-topmast  about 
five  minutes  afterwards,  just  as  the  Belleisle,  witli  a  well- 
directed  broadside,  raked  her  with  full  effect,  and  at  Ih.  20m. 
P.M.  her  three  masts  fell  over  the  side.  At  2h.  10m.  the 
Santa  Ana  struck  her  colours,  having,  with  the  exception 
of  the  broadside  from  the  Belleisle,  been  uninterruptedly 
engaged  by  the  Royal  Sovereign.  Just  at  this  latter  period 
the  mizen-mast  of  the  Royal  Sovereign  came  down,  and 
soon  afterwards  the  main-mast  fell  over  the  starboard 
side,  tearing  off  two  lower-deck  ports.  The  foremast  was 
also  badly  wounded,  and  having  been  strii)pt d  df  a  great 
part  of  the  lower  rigging,  was  left  in  a  tottering  state. 

After  having  for  twent}^  minutes  sustained  the  tremen- 
dous fire  opened  upon  her  by  the  rear  of  the  combined  fleet, 
which,  from  its  irregular  form,  brought  the  stenunost  ships 
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of  the  enemy  abaft  her  beam,  and  having  her  mizen-top- 
maat  over  the  larboard  qtiarter,  her  sails  in  ribbons,  and  more 
than  50  killed  and  wounded,  the  BeUeiBle,  with  the  re- 
midns  of  studding  sails,  lower  and  aloft,  ranged  close  under 

the  stern  of  the  Santa  Ana,  at  about  ;i  (|u;irter  past  nouii. 
After  tirinGT  her  larboard  guns  double- siiutted  into  that 
ship,  and  returning  the  fire  of  the  Fougueux  and  Monarca 
with  her  starboard  broadside,  the  Belleisle  steered  for  the 
Indomptable,  which  latter  ship,  to  avoid  her  fire,  put  her 
helm  up,  and,  after  a  few  broadsides,  bore  away  to  the 
south-east.  Li  the  meanwhile  the  Bdleisle  was  engaged 
distantLy  by  the  San  Juan  Nepomuoeno,  on  her  starboard 
beam,  and  at  45  minutes  past  noon  her  main-topmast  was 
shot  away.  As  the  enemy's  rear  ships  were  now  pressing 
forward,  the  Belleisle's  situation  became  very  critical.  The 
Fougueux  ranged  up  on  her  starboard  side,  striking  her  on 
the  gangway  with  her  larboard  bow,  rolling  at  the  same  time 
with  her  foreyard  over  the  British  ship's  quarter-dedc. 
These  two  ships  then  became  warmly  engaged,  and  in  ten 
minutes  die  Bielleisle's  mizen-mast  was  shot  away,  about 
six  feet  above  the  deck,  the  wreck  falling  over  the  larboard 
quarter.  Ten  minutes  afterwards  the  Fougnenx  dropped 
astern,  and  iiauled  to  the  nortliward,  where  we  sliall  again 
have  occasion  to  notice  her.  At  Ih.  30m.  the  Achille  rolled 
down  under  the  intern  of  the  Belleisle,  then  lying  unma« 
nageable,  with  her  head  to  the  eastward,  and,  having  taken 
her  station  on  the  larboard  quarter  of  the  Belleisle,  was 
enabled  with  comparative  impunity,  in  consequence  of  the 
wreck  of  the  mizen-mast,  which  masked  the  Belleide^s 
iifter-guns,  to  engage  the  British  ship.  The  Aigle  also, 
ha  ving  replaced  the  San  Juan,  was  cannonading  the  Belle- 
isle on  the  starboard  side  ;  and  a«i  the  San  Justo  and  Lean- 
dro  (the  latter  had  been  previously  engaging  the  Victory) 
crossed  her  bows,  to  join  Admiral  Gravina,  in  the  rear, 
those  ships  opened  a  passing  fire*  Thus,  almost  completely 
surrounded  by  enemies,  the  Belleisle,  at  2h.  10m.,  lost  h^ 
main-mast  close  to  the  deck,  which  fell  aft  on  the  larboard 
side  of  the  poop,  while  the  wreck  of  the  topmast,  with  the 
yards  and  sails,  hung  over  the  starboard  side.  At  2h.  30m. 
an  60-gun  ship,  supposed  to  have  been  the  French  Nep- 
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tunc  (dii\  cu  from  her  position  on  the  bows  of  the  Victory 
by  the  Tcm^raire),  placed  licrselt  on  the  starbuard  bow  of 

the  Belleisle ;  and,  at  2h.  45m.,  the  foremast  and  bowsprit 
of  the  latter  were  shot  away«  At  3h.  15m.  the  Polyphemus 
interposed  herself  between  the  Belleisle  aad  Neptune,  the 
Aigle  became  engaged  by  the  Defiance,  and  at  3h*  25m.  the 
Swiftsnre  passed  under  the  stem  of  the  Belleisle,  and, 

manning  herrigirlni^,  ^ave  the  gallant  ship  three  cheers, 
and  took  off  the  fire  of  the  Achille.  The  almost  defenceless 
hulk,  which,  with  an  ensign  liislnd  to  the  topsail-yard-arm 

projrctin^'  over  the  quarter  and  a  union -jarlc  secured  to  a 

boarding-pike  and  lashed  to  the  stump  of  her  mizen-mast, 
proved  that  although  dismasted  she  was  not  subdued,  re- 
turned this  welcome  salutation. 
The  Mars,  in  her  way  down,  suffered  severely  from  the 

raking  fire  of  the  San  Juan  Nepomuceno,  Pliiton,  Monarca, 
and  Alg^siras.  As  the  Mars  steered  to  cut  the  line  between 
the  two  first  of  these  ships,  the  Pluton,  which  was  to 
windward  of  the  San  Juan,  ranged  ahead;  and  this  in* 
duced  the  Mars,  in  order  to  avoid  being  raked  by  the 
French  ship,  to  haul  up  with  the  intention  of  crossing  the 
bowsof  the  San  Juan.  Inattemptingtibds  manoeuvre  the  Mars 
was  followed  and  engaged  by  the  Pluton ;  and  having  her 
rigging  and  sails  greatly  damaged,  she  was  obliged  to  come 
head  to  wind,  to  avoid  running  on  board  the  Santa  Ana ;  thus 

exposing  her  stem  to  the  ralcintj  lire  of  the  Moii;»roa  and  Al- 

gdsiras.  From  this  dilemma  she  was  relieved  by  the  Ton- 
nan  t,  which  ship  soon  gave  full  employment  to  the  oppo« 
nents  of  the  Mars.  As  the  Mars  fell  off  she  became  ex- 
posed to  a  heavy  fire  from  the  Fougueuz,  and  subsequently 
to  a  very  destructive  fire  from  the  Pluton  also.  At  about 
Ih.  15m.  the  gallant  Captain  Duff,  while  standing  on  the 
break  of  the  quarter-deck,  looking  over  the  side,  had  his 
head  shot  off  by  a  cannon-ball  from  the  Pluton,  bis  body 
was  thrown  on  the  gangway,  and  the  same  shot  killed  two 
seamen  who  were  standing  near  him.  The  command  of 
the  Mars  then  devolved  upon  Lieutenant  William  Hennah. 
Other  British  ships  arriving  up,  the  Fougueux  made  off  to 
the  northward,  in  the  direction  of  the  TSoa^raire,  and  the 
Pluton  stood  to  the  south-east  to  join  Admiral  Gnivina. 
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TheTonnant  steered  for  the  bow  of  the  Alg^siras,  which 

ship  was  on  the  lee  quarter  of  the  Monarca,  with  her  main- 
topsail  to  the  mast.  At  45  minutes  past  noon  the  Ton.- 
aaut  passed  close  under  the  stern  of  the  Monarca,  pouring  in 
a  raking  fire,  and  then  hauling  up  alongside.  The  Spaniard, 
after  sustaining  this  fire  a  short  time,  dropped  astern  and 
struck  her  colours,  but  afterwards  rehoisted  thenu  The 
Algesiras,  filling  her  main-topsail,  then  endeavoured  to  luff 
across  the  stem  of  the  Tonnant,  which  ship  had  by  this 
time  lost  her  fore-topmast  and  main-yard ;  but  the  latter, 
puttinp^  her  helm  hard  aport,  boic  round  up,  and  ran  the 
French  i>hip  on  board,  tlie  bo\vs})rit  and  anchor  of  the 
Alg^siras  getting  entangled  m  the  Tonnant's  main  rigging. 
Whilst  thus  engaged  on  the  starboard  side,  the  Tonnant 
fired  her  larboard  guns,  across  the  bows  of  the  Mars, 
at  the  Pluton  and  San  Juan,  At  Ih.  40m,  Captain  Tyler 
received  a  severe  wound,  which  obliged  him  to  be 
ta^cen  below,  and  the  command  of  the  ship  devolved  on 
Lieutenant  John  Bedford.  At  about  the  same  time  the 
Algcsiras  lost  her  foremast  and  the  Tonnant  her  main  and 
mizen  topmasts.  The  crew  of  tlie  Algesiras  now  made  a 
resolute  attempt  to  board,  but  the  steady  tire  kept  up  by 
the  marines  of  the  Tonnant  defeated  it.  At  2h.  20m.,  just 
as  her  main  and  mizen  masts  were  about  to  share  the  fieite 
of  the  fore-mast,  the  Alg^suras  hauled  down  her  coloturs. 
Lieutenant  Charles  Bennett,  with  Lieutenant  of  Marines 

Artliur  13all,  and  about  50  men,  tlicii  boarded  and  touk  ];os- 
session  of  the  prize.  Just  l)efore  3h.  the  San  Juan  hailed 
to  say  that  she  had  surrenclered,  and  TaeiUcnant  iienjamin 
Clement  was  sent  in  the  j oily- boat,  with  two  men,  to  take 
possession  of  her ;  but  the  boat,  being  damaged  by  shot, 
swamped  before  she  had  proceeded  half  way.  lieutenant  Cle- 
ment could  not  swim,  and  while  clinging  to  the  boat  a  shot 
struck  it  upon  the  quarter.  The  boat  then  turned  bottom 
upwards,  but  Lieutenant  Clement  continued  to  hold  on  while 
one  of  his  boat's  crew  swam  to  the  Tonnant  and  returned 
with  a  rnpc,  by  which  means  this  brave  young  officer,  who 
had  previously  been  in  two  general  actions,  was  saved  to 
his  country.  Having  then  no  boat  left,  the  Tonnant  could 
not  take  possession  of  the  San  Juan;  but  that  ship  was 
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afterwards  engaged  and  secured  by  the  Dreadnought.  The 
Tonnant  lired  a  few  shot  at  the  aquadrou  of  Rear- Admiral 
Dumanolr,  passing  to  windward. 

About  fifty  minutes  past  noon,  and  live  after  the  Ton- 
nant had  commenced  the  action,  the  Bellerophon  passed 
imder  the  stem  of  the  Monarca,  as  she  dropped  clear  of  the 
Tonnant.  The  Bellerophon's  helm  was  immediately  put 
hard  a- starboard  to  lay  the  Mouarca  aloniri^ide  ;  but  nut 
being  sufficiently  under  comnicuid,  the  Bcikrophon  ran  foul 
of  the  Aigle  (the  main-yard  of  the  French  ship  locking  with 
her  fore-yard),  and  thus  became  engaged  on  both  sides. 
The  Montanez,  Swiftsure,  and  Bahama,  at  the  same  time, 
brought  their  guns  to  bear  on  the  British  ship,  and,  at 
about  Ih.,  the  Bellerophon's  main  and  mizen  topmasts  fell 
over  the  starboard  side,  causing  the  sails  to  take  fire  from 
the  exploi^ion  of  the  guns.  At  Ih.  5m.  Mr.  Overton,  the 
master,  was  killed;  and  at  Ih.  10m.  Captain  Cooke  fell 
mortally  wounded.  The  command  then  devolved  on  Lieu- 
tenant Pryce  Cumby.  The  Montanez,  SwiftsurCi  and  Ba- 
hama soon  became  engaged  by  tiie  Colossus  and  succeeding 
British  ships,  and,  at  Ih.  40m.,  the  Aigle  sheered  off,  and, 
as  she  paid  round  before  the  wind,  became  exposed  to  a 
raking  fire  from  the  Bellerophon.  The  Bcllcro])hon  lired  a 
few  shot  at  the  Monarca,  when  that  ship  hauled  down  her 
colours  and  was  taken  ]ju?-be>sion  of  ])y  a  hoat  from  the 
Bellerophon  ;  and,  nearly  at  the  same  time,  the  Bahama 
also  surrendered  to  the  Colossus. 

The  Colossus,  at  Ih.  p.m.,  ran  past  the  starboard  side  of 
the  French  Swiftsure,  which  ship  had  bore  up  to  avoid 
being  raked,  as  well  as  to  bring  her  larboard  guns  to  bear 
on  the  Bellerophon,  and,  having  run  a  short  distance  to 
leeward,  the  Colossus  laid  the  French  Argonaute  alongside, 
and,  with  their  yard-arms  locking  an  animated  fire  was 
kept  up  on  hotii  sides  for  ten  minutes,  when  the  Argonaute, 
by  the  concussion  of  the  firing,  fell  ofif  and  dro])ped  astern, 
receiving  as  she  paid  round  the  rakingfire  of  the  Colossus  into 
her  stem  and  quarters.  The  Colossus  was  also  engaged  by 
the  Swiftsure  on  her  larboard  quarter,  and  with  the  Baliama, 
which  lay  a  little  ahead  of  the  Swiftsure,  and  fired  at  the 
Colossus,  across  the  French  ship's  bows.    AbuuL  3h.,  thu 
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Swiftsure,  having  dropped  astern,  the  Colossiu  was  enabled 

to  devote  her  whole  attention  to  the  Bahama,  which,  on  her 
main-mast  falliiig,  showed  an  Eiiglish  jack  to  denote  her 
surrender.  The  bwiltsare,  in  the  meantime,  bore  up  with 
the  intention  of  passing  under  the  stern  of  the  Colossus ; 
but  the  latter,  wearing  round,  brought  her  starboard  guns 
to  bear  with  such  effect  as  to  knock  away  the  Swiftsure's 
mizen-mast*  and  the  OiioDy  passing  at  the  same  time,  by  a 
broadside,  brought  down  her  main-mast.  The  Swiftgure, 
in  this  drfenoeless  state,  signified  to  the  Colossus  that  she 
h:id  siLirendered.  In  hauling  up  to  secure  her  prizes,  the 
inizen-mas!it  of  the  Colossus  went  over  the  side. 

Just  as  the  Aro;"onante  sht  Licd  {-aY,  Captain  Morris  was 
Struck  by  a  shot  a  little  above  the  knee.  This  gallant  o&cer 
refused  to  go  below ;  but,  applying  a  tourniquet  to  his 
thigh,  remained  at  his  station,  near  the  head  of  the  poop- 
ladder,  until  the  mizen-mast  being  in  danger  of  fiilluig,  he 
descended  to  the  quarter-deck,  which  he  would  not  quit 
until  the  action  Lad  ceased  and  llie  Agamemnon  had  taken 
the  ship  in  tow. 

The  British  Aclillle  was  only  a  few  minutes  after  the  Co- 
lossus. This  ship  passed  under  the  stem  of  the  Montanez, 
then  luffed  up  and  engaged  her  to  leeward.  In  less  than  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  the  Montanez  sheered  off,  and  the  Achille 
made  sail  to  succour  the  Belleisle,  then  lying,  as  before 
stated,  totally  dismasted  and  surrounded  by  enem3r's  ships. 
But  on  her  way  down,  the  Achille  became  closely  engaged 
with  the  Spanish  Arj^onauta;  and  after  a  warm  action  of  long 
continuance  with  this  ship,  the  PYcnch  Achille  ed^ed  down 
on  the  British  Achille's  quaiter,  while  the  Berwick,  after 
engaging  the  Defence,  ranged  up  on  the  Achille's  starboard 
side.  Hie  French  Achille  then  passed  on  in  the  direction 
of  the  Belleisle.  After  an  hour's  action  between  the  Bri- 
tish Achille  and  Berwick,  the  French  colours  were  hauled 
down,  and  that  siii^  was  taken  possession  of  by  a  boat 
from  the  Achille. 

At2h.  P.M.  the  Dreadiioiight  coinnu  nced  action  with  the 
San  Juan  Nepomuceno,  and  15  minutes  afterwards  ran  the 
Spanish  ship  on  board,  which,  having  been  nobly  defended, 
was  at  length  surrendered.   The  San  Juan  had  been  pre- 
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viously  engaged  by  the  Bellerophon,  Defiance,  Tonnant,  and 

others.  The  Dreadnougiit  then  opened  fire  upon  the  Prin- 
cipe de  Asturias»  but  after  a  few  broadsides  the  SpaQiah 
ship  hauled  off. 

The  Polyphemus  had  yawed  to  starboard  to  permit  the 
Dreadnought  to  advance  upon  the  Principe  de  Asturias, 
and  then  endeavoured  to  regain  her  station ;  but  observing 
the  Swiftsure  coming  up,  she  also  permitted  that  t^h'ip  to 
pass  abend  of  her.  About  3h.  25m.,  the  British  Swiftsure, 
having  rounded  the  l^elleisle,  hauled  away  to  the  south- 
east after  the  French  Achille^  and,  crossing  under  her  stem, 
took  a  position  to  leeward ;  and  the  Polyphemus  having 
received  some  injury  from  the  French  Neptune,  whose  fire, 
as  before  stated,  she  took  from  theBelleisle,  then  placed  her- 
self on  the  AcbiUe's  weather  quarter.  In  about  half-an-hour 
the  Achille  had  lost  her  mizen-mast  and  fore-yard,  and  hav- 
ing caught  fire  in  the  fore-top,  ceased  firing.  The  Poly- 
phemus then  stood  away  towards  ttie  San  lldefonso,  ah'eady 
engaged  by  the  Defence,  and  to  which  ship  she  surrendered 
before  the  Polyphemus  could  get  up.  As  the  Swiftsure  was 

hauling  off  from  the  Achille,  tiie  Pnnce  bore  down  between 
the  two  ships. 

the  Revenge  was  attempting  to  break  the  enemy's  line, 
if  such  it  could  be  called,  she  passed  so  close  to  the  Aigle, 
that  the  jib-boom  of  the  French  ship  hooked  her  mizen- 
topsail,  and  while  thus  entangled,  she  poured  a  very  destruc- 
tive raking  fire  into  the  Aigle*s  bows.  The  Revenge,  having 
forged  ahead  clear  of  the  Aigle,  stood  on ;  and  as  she  hauled 
up  on  the  larboard  tack,  the  Principe  de  Asturiaa  opened  fire 
upon  her.  The  Revenge  was  also  fired  at  by  the  Indompt- 
able  and  San  Justo,  and  continued  to  be  engaged  by  them, 
until  the  Dreadnought  and  Thunderer  coming  up,  brought 
those  shi}).-  to  action.  The  Spanish  three-decker,  with  the 
most  efiicient  of  her  division,  soon  afterwards  bore  away 
towards  Cadiz. 

About  2h.  80m.  the  Defence  commenced  action  with  the 
Berwick,  which  ship  in  less  than  half-an-hour  hauled  off, 
and  was  engaged  by  the  British  Achille  as  before-stated. 
The  Defence  then  opened  her  broadside  on  the  San 
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Ildefonso»  and  after  an  hour's  action  compelled  the  Spanish 

ship  to  haul  down  her  colours. 

The  Thunderer,  at  3h.  p.m.,  having  approached  to  the 

assistance  of  the  Revenge,  crossed  the  bows  of  the  Principe 
de  Aaturias,  and  having  at  some  distance  raked  her,  came 
to  the  wind  on  the  starboard  tack.  The  French  Neptime, 
in  advancing  to  the  assistance  of  the  Principe^  engaged  the 
Thunderer  for  a  short  time,  when  those  two  ships  of  the 
enemy,  and  some  others,  made  off.  The  Principe  de 
Asturias  had  been  partially  engaged  by  the  Revenge, 
Defiance,  and  Prince,  and  she  was  for  some  time  in  action 
with  the  Dreadnought  also.  In  her  various  encounters,  her 
masts  sustained  so  much  injury,  that  her  main  and  mizen 
mast  fell  during  the  night. 

The  Defiance  at  3h.  p.m.,  closed  with  the  crippled  Aigle, 
and  having  lashed  alongside,  boarded  her  with  very  little 
resistance,  and  gained  possession  of  the  poop  and  quarter- 
deck. The  party  then  hauled  down  the  French  ensign,  and 
replaced  it  by  the  British  ;  but  the  assailants  were  very 
soon  driven  from  tlu  ir  position  by  a  destructive  fire  of 
musketry  opened  upon  them  from  the  forecastle,  waist,  and 
tops  of  the  Aigle.  The  lashings  which  held  the  two  ships 
together  being  cut,  the  Defiance  sheered  off  to  pistol  shot 
distance,  and  after  a  well  directed  fire  of  twenty  minutes, 
some  one  in  the  Aigle  hailed  to  say  they  surrendered. 
She  was  accordingly  taken  possession  of  by  a  boat  firom  the 
Defiance,  as  was  also  the  San  Juan  Nepomuceno  ;  but  this 
latter  ship  having  previously  surrendered  to  the  Dread- 
nought, Captain  Durham  sent  her  Captain  on  board  the 
latter  ship. 

Having  now,  for  the  sake  of  perspicuity,  and  in  order  to 
avoid  the  confusion  by  which  the  well  detailed,  but  laboured, 
descriptions  of  historians  are  surrounded,  kept  our  reader's 
attention  to  the  lee  line,  we  will  proceed  to  narrate  the  deeds 

of  the  weather  column,  which  was  led  by  the  immortal 
hero,  whose  death  stamped  upon  this  glorious  victory  au 
undying  fame.  Perceiving,  as  he  neared  the  enemy,  his  old 
antagonist  the  Santisima  'IVinidad,  and  being  unable  to 
discover  the  ilag^-ship  of  the  French  Commander-in-chief, 
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Lord  Nelson  ordered  the  Victory  to  be  steered  for  the 
Spanish  four- decker.  With  his  usual  clear  sense.  Nelson 
also  considered  that  the  French  Admiral  was  at  no  great 
distance  from  this  formidable  ship»  aud  the  event  proved 
the  accuracy  of  his  conjectiure. 

As  the  Victory  rolled  down  at  a  sluggish  pace  towards 
the  enemy,  every  glass  was  in  requisition,  in  the  hope  of 
discovering  the  ship  which  the  Victory  was,  if  possible,  to 
engage.  Nelson's  anxiety  was  extreme,  and  so  little  did 
he  value  the  suggestions  of  caution,  that  he  would  not 
permit  the  hammocks  to  be  placed  hifrher  than  usual, 
because  they  would  obscure  his  view  of  the  enemy's  ships. 
And  yet  his  mind  was  intent  at  the  same  time  to  guard 
against  any  injury  to  his  ship.  The  hammocks  were,  as 
usual,  covered  with  painted  cloths ;  but  knowing  the  danger 
to  be  apprehended  from  fire  in  the  close  action  the  ship 
was  about  to  be  subjected  to,  he  gave  directions  for  tlu' 
white  canvas  cloths,  used  for  line  weather  in  harbour,  to  be 
brought  up  from  below,  and  spread  over  all.  These  were 
then  thoroughly  saturated  with  water,  and  doubUess  afford- 
ed much  protection  during  the  action. 

At  about  twenty  minutes  past  noon,  theBucentauie  fired 
a  shot  at  the  Victory*  The  shot  fell  short,  but  in  two  or 
three  minutes,  a  second  shot  pitched  close  alongside ;  a  third 
and  a  fourth  followed  m  quick  succession,  one  passing  over 
the  ship,  and  another  making  a  hole  in  the  main- top-gallant 
sail,  thus  gi\'ing  a  visible  proof  that  the  ship  was  within 
range.  A  minute's  awful  pause  ensued,  and  then,  as  if  by 
signal,  seven  or  eight  ships  opened  a  fire  upon  the  Victory 
of  the  most  destructive  and  tr3ring  kind.  Mr.  Scott,  tl^ 
admiral's  secretary,  while  conversing  with  Captain  Hardy, 
was  shot  dead. 

Judging  from  the  course  pursued  by  the  lee  division  that 
it  was  the  British  admiral's  intention  also  to  pass  through 
the  line,  the  enemy  closed  towards  that  point  to  which  the 
Victory  was  advancing ;  and  as  the  Santa  Ana  remained 
stationary,  engaged  by  the  Sovereign,  and  the  ships  near 
her  also  received  full  employment  from  the  followers  of 
Vice-Admiral  CoUingwood,  the  enemy's  fleet  was  divided 
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nearly  in  the  centre—leaving  14  ships  in  the  van,  and  19 

in  the  rear  division,  with  an  interval  of  iieaily  a  mile 
between  them. 

The  \  icton'  had  arrived  within  500  or  GOO  yards  of  the 
enemy,  when  her  mizen-topmast  was  shot  away^  and  also 
her  wheel,  so  that  she  was  obliged  to  be  steered  by  the 
relieving  tackles  below*  A  shot  about  this  time  killed 
^ght  marines  on  the  poop,  after  which  Captain  Adair,  by 
Lord  Nelson's  request,  ordered  his  men  to  lie  downr— a 
precaution  that  was  adopted  in  the  Bellisle  and  many  other 
ships — before  the  eiiemy  opened  their  iire.  Shortly  after- 
wards, a  splinter  from  the  fore-brace  bits  passed  between 
Lord  Nelson  and  Captain  Hardy,  and  a  part  of  it  tore  away 
the  buckle  from  the  shoe  of  the  latter.  Both  looked 
earnestly  and  anxiously  at  each  other,  each  fearing  the 
other  to  have  been  injured.  Lord  Nelson  smiled  and  Baid» 
'*  This  is  too  warm  work  to  last  long.  Hardy/'  Captain 
Hardy  remarked  to  Lord  Nelson  the  impossibility  of  getting 
through  the  cluster  of  ships  a-head  without  running  foul 
of  one  of  them,  to  which  his  lordship  quick!)''  replied, 
**  I  camiot  help  it :  it  'does  not  signify  wluch  we  run  on 
board  of;  go  on  board  which  you  please;  take  your  choice." 

By  this  time  the  Victory  (whose  sails  were  hanging  in 
ribands)  had  lost  full  50  men  killed  and  wounded ;  but  it 
was  now  her  turn  to  begin.  Having  at  length  determined 
to  pass  imder  the  stem  of  the  French  80-gun  ship  Bucen- 
taiure  as  the  only  mode  of  breaking  the  line,  the  \'ic- 
torv's  helm,  at  about  Ih.  p.m.,  was  put  hard  a-port,  but 
tliere  was  scarcely  f^pacc  enough  to  enable  her  to  go  clear. 
The  Victory,  therefore,  passed  so  close  to  the  larboard  side 
of  the  Bucentaure,  that  as  she  poured  her  well-directed  and 
tremendous  broadside  into  that  ship,  the  effect  of  it  was  so 
great,  that  the  French  ship  was  observed  to  heel  two  or 
Siree  streaks  on  receiving  it.  The  Victory  then  hauled 
round  as  close  under  the  i^te^n  of  tlie  French  80-gun  ship 
as  was  practicable,  in  the  hope  of  brmging  her  to  action  to 
leeward,  but  tliis  was  prevented  by  the  advance  of  the 
Redoutable.  This  we  will  endeavour  to  illustrate  by  a 
diagram,  shewing  the  Victory's  course. 
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The  beift  bower  anchor  of  the  Victory  broke  the  spai'e 
anchor  of  the  Kedoutable,  and  the  concussion  drove  the  lat- 
ter round  off,  nearly  before  the  ynnd.  (See  diagram.) 
This  happened  at  about  Ih.  10m*  p,m.  The  ships  would, 
however,  in  all  probability,  have  separated,  had  not  the  yard-* 
arms  of  the  two  ships  been  foul,  which  kept  them  toge- 
ther. The  larboard  broadside  of  the  \^ictory  was,  there- 
fore, constantly  employed  upon  the  Bucentaure  and  Santi« 
binia,  but  principally  njion  the  latter,  and  her  starboard 
guns  found  full  employment  with  the  Kedoutable,  her  im- 
mediate opponent* 

Lord  Nelson  continued  pacing  the  quarter-deck  with 
Captain  Hardy,  their  walk  being  bounded  abaft  by  the 
wheel,  and  forward  by  the  companion  ladder,  a  distance  of 
about  25  feet  only.  At  lb.  25m.  his  lordship  was  about 
to  turn  to  walk  aft,  when  he  received  the  fatal  bullet. 
Cajitain  Hardy  turning,  observ'ed  his  Admiral  in  the  act  of 
falling  ;  and  before  he  could  prevent  it,  hi«  lordship  fell  on 
his  knees,  with  his  left  hand  just  touching  the  deck ,  very 
near  to  the  same  spot  whereon  his  secretary,  Mr.  Scott,  had 
£allen.  On  Captain  Hard/s  eacpressing  a  hope  that  his 
lordship  was  not  severely  wounded.  Lord  Nelson  said. 

They  have  done  for  me  at  last,  Haidy/*  "  I  hope  not," 
replied  Captain  Hardy.    "  Yes,"  continued  his  lordship, 

my  backbone  is  shot  through."    A  musket  ball  had 
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entered  the  left  shoulder,  through  the  strap  of  the  epaulette, 
and,  descending,  liuu  lodged  in  the  bpine. 

Serjeant  Seeker  of  tlie  marines  and  two  seamen  conveyed 
the  wounded  hero  to  the  cockpit. 

The  direction  taken  by  the  bullet  proves  that  it  must 
have  been  iired  from  aloft,  and  it  doubtless  came  from  the 
mizen-top  of  the  Redoutable;  but  there  is  scarcely  sufficient 
reason  for  believing  that  it  was  aimed  in  particular  at  Lord 
Nelson.  It  was  most  probably  a  chance  shot,  but  notwith- 
standing this,  the  direction  iroin  which  it  came  led  to  the 
destrnction  of  every  man  in  the  mizen-top  of  the  Redoutable 
by  the  enraged  crew  of  the  Victory.  Captain  Adair  im- 
mediately snatched  up  a  musket,  and  with  a  midshipman* 
Mr.  John  FoUard,  and  many  others,  continued  to  fire  at  the 
men  in  the  mizen-top  of  the  Redoutable,  until  one  by  one 
they  were  observed  to  ftll.  Lord  Nelson  was  scarcely 
known  by  the  enemy  to  be  on  board  the  fleets  indeed  it 
was  believed  at  the  time  he  was  in  England. 

The  loss  had  been  so  severe  on  the  quarter-deck  and 
poop  of  the  Victory,  that  Cciptain  Hardy,  Captain  Adair  of 
the  marines,  and  two  or  three  officers,  were  nearly  all  that 
remained.  Observing  the  deserted  appearance  of  the  deck, 
the  captain  of  the  Redoutable  ordered  an  attempt  to  be 
made  to  board;  but  the  remaining  marines,  assisted  by  a 
few  small  arm  men»  kept  up  so  continual  and  animated  a 
fire»  ^at  the  men  assembled  in  the  main-rig^mg  with  this 
intention  were  shot  duwn  as  fast  as  they  appeared.  In 
repellinGT  this  attack,  the  gallant  Capt;iin  Adair  was  killed, 
and  Lieutenant llam  mortally,  and  Mr.  George  A.  Westphal, 
midshipman,  severely  wounded ;  many  seamen  and  marines 
also  fell. 

At  about  Ih.  35m.,  the  Tem^raire  ran  on  board  the 
Redoutable,  on  the  starboard  bow,  and  lashed  the  French 
ship's  bowsprit  to  the  forepart  of  her  main  rigging.  While 
in  this  position  her  foresail  was  set  on  fire  by  grenades 
thrown  from  the  French  ship,  but  the  fire,  by  much  exer- 
tion, was  extinguished. 

The  liring  having  at  length  entirely  ceased.  Captain  Hardy 
sent  Mr.  David  Ogilvie  and  Mr.  Francis  Gollingwood, 
midshipmen,  with  a  serjeant  of  marines  and  eight  men»  on 
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board  the  Redoutablet  to  assist  in  extinguishing  a  fire 
which  had  broken  out  on  board.  The  party^  idthough 
under  the  neoesntjr  of  getting  on  board  by  means  of  a  boat» 

and  through  the  gun-room  ports,  met  with  no  opposi- 
tion, thereby  proviiic:  that  all  hostility  had  ceased. 

The  Tcm^raire  with  some  difficultv,  owinsf  to  her  beinir 
very  light,  kept  astern,  or  rather  upon  the  starboard  quarter, 
of  the  Victory,  sustaining  as  well  as  the  Victory  much 
loss  and  damage  from  the  £ire  of  the  enemy.  When  the 
Victory  put  her  hehn  a-port  to  attack  the  Bucentaure*  the 
T^m^raire  was  obliged  to  do  the  same,  in  order  to  keep  dear 
of  her  leader,  and,  from  this  cause  and  the  absence  of  any 
wind,  was  some  time  in  fiuaiii.:;  ;in  antagonist  to  herself. 
Tlie  Tcmeraire  hauled  round  the  Redoutable  at  some 
short  distance,  receiving  her  starboard  broadside,  which 
carried  away  the  head  of  her  mizen- topmast ;  the  T^m^raire, 
however,  could  make  no  return  to  this  fire,  on  account  of 
the  position  occupied  by  the  Victory,  but  passed  on,  and  for 
a  time  engaged  the  Neptune.  At  the  time  before  stated, 
the  two  ships — ^Victory  and  Redoutable — coming  down 
under  the  influence  of  the  swell  ;ind  liaht  air  of  wind, 
graduidly  closed  upon  the  Tenicraire,  and  the  latter  was 
added  to  the  group  in  the  manner  described.  About  2h. 
P.M.,  just  as  the  Victory  was  booming  otf  from  the 
Redoutable,  a  French  ship  was  observed  on  the  starboard 
side  of  the  Temcraire  ;  this  was  the  Fougueux,  which,  after 
quitting  the  Beileisle,  had  stretched  across  to  the  northward, 
and  as  she  approached  with  a  crowd  of  men  on  the  fore- 
castle, it  appeared  to  be  their  intention  to  board  the  British 
ship.  The  1  tuierairc  sulFered  the  Fougueux  to  ajipiuach 
within  a  few  yards,  and  then  fired  her  starbi  i;ird  L:;uns  into 
the  French  ship  with  tremendous  effect.  In  the  confusion, 
the  Fougueux  fell  on  board  the  Temeraire,  and  her  fore- 
riggittg  was  immediately  lashed  to  the  sheet  anchor  of  the 
latter.  Lieutenant  Thomas  F.  Kennedy,  with  Mr.  James 
Arsoott,  mate»  Mr.  Robert  Holgate,  midshipman,  with  about 
30  men,  then  got  into  her  main  rigging,  and  boarded  the 
Fougueux.  On  the  French  ship's  deck  were  AI.  Beaudoin, 
her  captain,  mortally  wounded,  and  tlie  second  captain,  and 
the  remaining  officers,  encouragmg  their  men  to  repel  the 
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boarders.  But  in  ten  minutes,  the  Frenchmen  were  driv  en 
below,  and  the  Fougueux  was  coi]i|)]etely  in  possession  of 
the  Temeraire.  The  main  and  mizeu  masts  of  the  He* 
doutable  came  down,  anrl  shortly  afterwards  the  main- 
mast fell  on  board  the  Temeraire,  thereby  forming  a  bridge 
along  which,  at  2h.  20m.,  Lieutenant  John  Wallace,  with 
a  party  of  men,  boarded  and  took  quiet  possesaion  of  ti^e 
ship. 

At  Ih.  45m.  the  1  British  Neptune,  which  on  account  of 
the  calm  occasioned  by  the  concussion  of  the  iiring  was 
unable  to  approach  more  raj^idly,  passed  under  the  stem  of 
the  Bucentaure,  nnd  shot  away  the  French  ship's  main  and 
mizen  masts.  The  Neptune  continued  her  course,  and  in  a 
short  time  was  dose  under  the  stem  of  the  Santisima 
Trinidad,  which  ship,  in  conjunction  with  the  Conqueror, 
she  engaged  until  this  huge  ship,  whose  main  and  mizen 
masts  had  previously  i'alleu,  lost  her  foremast,  and  rolled 
an  unmanageable  hiilk  upon  the  water.  When  the  van 
division,  nnder  Rear- Admiral  Dumanoir,  wore  round,  and 
passed  to  windward  of  the  British  ships,  the  Neptune,  being 
at  no  great  distance,  received  their  fire  and  sustained  much 
damage. 

The  Neptune  was  closely  followed  by  the  Leriathan  and 
Conqueror,  which  latter  likewise  raked  the  Buoentaure. 

The  Conqueror  hauled  up  on  the  Bucentaure's  lee- quarter, 
and  in  a  short  time  the  foremast  of  the  French  ship  fell, 
and  the  Buoentaure  surrendered.  Cnptain  James  Atcherly 
of  the  marines,  in  a  boat  with  five  men,  was  sent  on  board 
the  Bucentaure,  and  to  this  officer  were  presented  the 
swords  of  Vice- Admiral  Villeneuve  and  his  two  captains  ; 
but  justiy  considering  that  these  should  be  received  by 
Captain  Pellew,  Captain  Atcherly  declined  to  receive  them, 
and,  having  secured  the  magazine,  accompanied  the  French 
admiral  and  his  captains  to  the  boat,  which,  with  three 
men,  two  being  left  on  board  the  Bucentaure,  put  oflF  from 
the  ship,  and  the  Conqueror  having  in  the  mean  time  gone 
in  chase,  the  boat  went  alongside  the  Mars.  The  Conqueror 
meanwhile  bore  down,  and  attacked  the  Santisima. 

The  64-gun  ship  Africa  was  for  a  time  in  very  great  dan- 
ger. Being  fieur  to  windward  of  the  rest  cf  the  fleets  Lord 
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Nekon  made  the  signal  for  her  to  make  all  sail  to  take  her 
place  in  the.  rear  of  his  division ;  but  Captain  Digby,  either 
miataking  the  signal  or  anxious  to  distinguish  his  &hip, 
bore  down  upon  the  van  of  the  combined  fleets  which  he 
passed  along  in  order  to  join  the  ships  engaged;  and,  in 
consequence,  received  the  fire  of  each  ship,  iintQ  having 
arrived  abreast  of  the  Santisima  Trinidad,  the  Africa 
brought  to.  Observing  that  no  colours  were  Hying  on  buanl 
the  four-decker,  Captain  Digby  dispatched  Lieutenant  Johii 
Smith,  witli  a  boat's  crew,  to  take  possession  of  her.  The 
boat  arrived  alongside,  and  Lieutenant  Smith  ascended  to 
the  quarter-deck,  where  he  was  met  by  a  Spanish  officer. 
He  requested  to  know  if  the  ship  bad  surrendered,  but  was 
answered  in  the  negative,  Hie  officer  at  the  same  time  point- 
ing to  the  combined  squadron  then  passinji;  to  windward. 
Lieutenant  Smith,  not  having  the  means  with  him  of  com- 
pelling submission,  returned  to  his  Ijoat,  which  tlie  Spnninrds 
singularly  enougli  permitted  iiim  to  do,  and  he  proceeded 
uninterruptedly  to  his  own  ship.  The  Trinidad  was  even- 
tually  taken  possession  of  by  the  Prince,  which  ship,  at  5h. 
30m.,  took  her  in  tow.  The  Africa,  for  nearly  three-quar- 
ters ol  an  hour,  until  relieved  by  the  Orion,  gallantly  fought 

the  Intr^pide,  and  suflFered  very  severely  from  the  superior 

force  of  the  enemy. 

I'he  Leviathan  also  bore  down  upon  the  Santisima  Tri- 
nidad ;  lint,  findiui^  that  Bbip  engaged  by  the  Neptune, 
passed  on  towards  the  French  Neptune,  which  stiU  conti- 
nued hanging  about  the  T^m^raire.  On  the  approach  of 
the  Leviathim,  however,  the  French  80-gun  ship  wore 
round,  and  made  sdl  away,  and  the  Leviatbm  then  hauled 
up  to  engage  tiie  French  van,  then  in  the  act  of  wearing 
round  to  escape.  At  about  3h.  the  Leviathan  brought  to 
action  the  San  Augustin,  which  ship  had  not  wore  round 
-with  the  rest.  The  Leviathan  hauled  up  to  leeward,  and, 
after  engaging  some  short  time,  the  San  Augustin's  helm 
was  put  a-port  to  pass  a- head  of  the  Leviathan,  but  was 
unable  to  effect  it ;  and  the  British  ship,  having  brought 
her  broadside,  treble-shotted,  to  bear  with  powerful  effect, 
at  the  distance  of  50  yards,  knocked  away  tiie  mizen-mast 
of  the  Spanish  ship,  and  committed  tremendous  havoc. 
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The  San  Augustin  then  fell  on  boiud  lier  ojiponent  with 
her  jib-boom  foul  of  the  Leviathan's  main  riirginGT,  thereby 
exposing  her  upper  deck  to  the  fire  from  the  carrouades, 
and  from  the  marines  on  the  Leviathan's  poop.  After  some 
smart  firing.  Lieutenant  Eyles  Mounsher,  first  of  the  Levia- 
than, at  the  head  of  a  party  of  seamen  and  marines,  boarded 
and  carried  the  San  Augustin,  without  further  opposition. 
The  Leviatiiaii  then  took  the  jjiizc  in  tow,  and  was  thus  en- 
abled to  engage  tlie  lutrepide  as  that  ship  passed  on  to  join 

the  van  ;  but  the  Leviathan*  was  presently  reUevedof  this 
opponent  by  the  Africa. 

The  Orion,  at  about  4h.  lorn.,  wore  round  under  the 
stem  of  the  Intr^pide,  and,  bringing  to  on  her  lee-bow,  be- 
tween that  ship  and  the  Africa,  opened  so  vigorous  a  fire,  that 
in  less  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the  main  and  mizen  masts 
of  the  Intr6pide  fell  over  the  side.  The  Conqueror  and 
A  jax  having  by  this  time  also  arrived  close  up  with  the  In- 
trepide,  the  French  captain,  consick'ring  further  resistance 
would  be  unavailing,  surrendered  the  ship  at  a  httle  before 
5h.  P.M. 

The  van  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  consistuig  of  the  Formidable, 
Duguay-Trouin,  Mont-Blanc,  Scipion,  and  Spanish  Nep- 
tune, under  Bear-Admiral  Dumanoir,  having  succeeded  in 
haulhig  to  the  light  air  of  wind  on  the  starboard  tack,  be* 


*  The  following  anecdoti-  of  a  si^amau  ot  the  Leviathan,  as  stated  by 
Captain  Bayntuii  tu  the  ratriotic  Fund,  is  too  honourable  to  British 
sailors  to  be  omitted.  While  the  Leviathan  was  engaging  the  Santi* 
sima  Trinidad,  a  seaman,  named  Thomas  Main,  stationed  at  one  of  the 
forecastle  guns,  had  his  arm  shot  off.  His  messmates  offered  to  attend 
him  below  to  the  surgeon  :  bat  he  bimitly  said,  I  thank  yon,  stay 
where  you  are,  you  will  do  more  good  there/'  He  then  went  down  by 
himself  to  the  oockpit,  and  the  surgeon,  who  respected  the  man,  seeing 
his  case  to  be  urgent,  would  have  attended  to  him  in  preference  to 
those  there  brfore  him ;  but  Main  would  not  allow  this,  sayincr, 
"Not  till  it  comeis  to  my  turn,  if  you  please.**  The  sare;ron  soon 
afterwards  performed  the  amputation  close  to  the  shoulder,  during 
which  the  gallant  feUow,  in  a  steady  elear  voii:e,  sanji;  the  whole  of 
*•  Rule  Britannia.*'  **  The  cheerfulnebs  of  this  rough  aoii  of  Nep- 
tune/' adds  Captain  Bayntun«  has  been  of  infinite  use  in  keeping 
up  the  spirits  of  his  womided  shipmates,  end  I  hope  this  recital  may 
be  of  service  to  him."  FOor  Main,  howerer,  died  at  Gibraltar  hos* 
pital. 
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came  engaged,  about  3h.  p.ic.»  with  the  Orioiiy  Ajax,  Bri- 
tannia,  and  Agamemnon,  as  those  ships  were  running  down 
to  get  into  action.  Four  or  five  other  ships  of  the  van  also 
attempted  to  wear  and  follow  the  rear-admiral,  but  from  want 

of  wind  could  not  do  so  ;  and  those  which  succeeded  in  get- 
ting on  the  starboard  tack,  being  unable  to  weather  the  Bri- 
tish shijis,  bore  up  witli  the  intention  of  passing  to  leeward, 
and  joining  Vice- Admiral  trravina,  in  the  rear.  Three  of 
these — the  Rayo,  Francisco-de-Asis,  and  H^ros — ^were  en- 
gaged by  the  Britannia  and  other  ships  near  her.  As  Kear- 
Admiral  Dumanoir's  squadron  made  its  way  to  the  south*- 
ward,  the  five  ships  opened  their  fire  on  the  British  ships  and 
prizes  indiscriniinutely.  The  Victory  and  'I'tmeraire  ex- 
changed two  or  three  broadsides  with  the  squadron,  but 
sustained  little  damage  ;  not  so  the  Fonirnenx,  which 
ship  lost  her  main  and  mizeu  masts  by  their  hre,  and  had 
several  men  killed  and  wounded ;  and  on  board  the  Ke- 
doutable  an  English  officer  had  his  leg  shot  off. 

About  dh.  10m.  p.m.,  the  Minotaur  and  Hj)  irtiate^  eonimg 
down,  hove  their  main-topsails  to  the  mast  on  the  larboard 
tack,  and  exchanged  several  broadsides  with  the  combined 
squadron,  and  succeeded  in  cutting  off  one  of  their  num- 
ber— the  Neptuno.  These  two  British  ships,  passing  the 
four  French  ships,  wore ;  and,  after  a  warm  action  with 
the  Spanish  ship  thus  cut  oS,  during  which  she  was  de- 
fended in  a  very  gallant  manner,  obliged  her,  at  about  5h. 
10m.,  to  surrender,  having  lost  her  mizen-mast  and  fore 
and  main  topmasts.  The  Neptuno,  drifting  to  leeward» 
fell  on  board  the  T^m^raire,  and  thus  gave  rise  to  the  ex- 
traordinary mistake  contained  in  the  letter  of  Vice-iVdmiral 
Collingwood,  that  the  T^m^raire  had  been  boarded  on  one 
side  by  a  Spanish,  and  on  the  other  by  a  French  ship. 

Having  now,  however  imperfectly,  summed  up  the 
details  of  the  proceedings  of  the  majority  of  the  different 
ships  engaged  in  this  ever-memorable  and  greatest  naval 
battle  on  record,  we  must  return  to  the  Victory  and  to  that 
scene  so  deeply  interesting  to  every  British  heart.  The 
hero  of  a  hundred  fights  had  received  a  mortal  wound  just 
as  he  had  i)ut  the  finishing  stroke  to  the  title  of  England's 
naval  supremacy,  and,  surrounded  by  a  halo  of  victory,  in 
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the  daik  and  gloomy  abode  to  which  he  was  carried,  we 

behold  liirn  expiring. 

As  he  was  being  conveyed  to  the  cockpit,  in  which  he 
breRthed  his  last.  Dr.  Beatty,  in  his  narrative,  states  that 
he  caused  his  face  and  star  to  be  covered  by  his  haudker- 
chief,  in  order  that  he  might  pass  unnoticed  by  the  crew. 
On  reaching  the  cockpit,  the  dying  hero  was  laid  upon  a 
midshipman's  mattress,  and  stripped  of  his  dothes,  when 
the  surgeon  proceeded  to  probe  the  wound,  which  he  soon 
ascertained  to  be  mortal,  an  opinion  which  Nelson  had  from 
the  first  entertained.  Wehavehcud  it  from  authority  which 
we  cannot  question,  that  Nelson  had  a  firm  presentiment 
that  he  should  not  survive  the  battle,  and  how  truly  his  pre- 
sentiment was  fulfilled  the  sequel  too  correctly  proved.  The 
sufferings  of  his  lordship,  from  pain  and  thirst,  were  very 
great.  He  frequently  called  for  diink,  and  to  be  fimned 
with  paper. 

In  about  an  hour  and  ten  minutes  after  Liord  Nelson  had 
been  carried  below.  Captain  Hard) ,  availing  liimself  of  a 
moment's  respite  from  his  duties,  visited  hisdyiniz-  admiral. 
*'  They  shook  hands,"  says  Dr.  Beatty,  "  very  aii'ectionately, 
and  Lord  Nelson  said,  Well,  Hardy,  how  goes  the  battle  ? 
How  goes  the  day  with  us?"  Very  well,  my  lord/'  replied 
Captain  Hardy;  **  we  have  got  twelve  or  fourteen  of  the 
enemy's  ships  in  our  possession ;  but  five  of  their  van  have 
tacked  and  shew  an  intention  of  bearing  down  upon  tiie  Vic* 
tory  ;  1  iiavc,  therefore,  called  two  or  three  of  our  fresh  ships 
round  us,  and  have  no  doubt  of  giving  them  a  drubbing.** 
"  I  hope,"  said  his  lord-hip,  none  of  our  Mp^  have 
Ftruck,  Hardy."  No,  my  lord,"  replied  Captain  Hardy, 
'*  there  is  no  fear  of  that."  Lord  Nelson  then  said,  "  I  am 
a  dead  man.  Hardy ;  I  am  going  fast,  it  will  be  all  over 
with  me  soon.** 

Captain  Hardy  in  a  minute  or  two  returned  to  the  deck, 
and  the  Victory  t^uun  afterwards  opened  her  firu  uyion 
Dumaiioir's  squadron,  passing  to  windward,  as  before  de- 
scribed. Tlie  concvi^-sion  of  the  firing  caused  c^rcat  distress 
to  his  lordship ;  and,  apostrophizing  his  sliip,  he  exclaimed, 
*'  Oh,  Victory,  Victory,  how  you  distract  my  poor  brain !" 
The  Orion  and  other  ships  having  neared  the  Victory, 
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Dumanoir  and  his  squadron  hauled  their  wind  to  the  south- 
Wtird,  offerings  no  further  molestation. 

In  about  iifty  minutes  after  Captain  Hardy  had  returned 
to  the  deck,  he  a  second  time  descended  to  the  cockpit* 
aad  again  shook  hands  with  Lord  Nelson,  at  the  same 
moment  congratulating  him  on  the  brilliant  victory  the 
British  fleet  had  achieved ;  and  altlioiigh  unable  to  ascer- 
tain the  exact  number  of  enemy's  ships  that  had  struck,  he 
was  certaiu  that  fourteen  or  fifteen  had  surrendered.  *•  His 
lordship  answered,"  proceeds  the  narrative,  *  I'hat  is  well, 
but  I  bargained  for  twenty;'  and  then  emphatically  ex- 
claimed, 'Anchor,  Hardy,  anchor!'  *  I  suppose,  my  lord,' 
returned  Captam  Hardy,  *  that  Admiral  CdULingwood  will 
now  take  upon  himself  the  direction  of  aflairs  ?*  *  Not 
while  I  live,  I  hope.  Hardy,'  cried  the  dying  hero ;  and, 
endeavouring  ineffectually  to  raise  himself  from  the  hed,  he 
exclahiicd,  'No!  do  ijou  anchor,  Hardy!*  Captain  Hardy 
then  said,  *  Shall  we  make  the  signal,  Sir?*  '  Yes,*  an- 
swered his  lordship,  *  for  if  I  live,  I'll  anchor/  **  Captain 
Hardy,  after  remaining  about  three  minutes  with  his  djring 
chief,  went  on  deck.  In  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after 
Captain  Hardy  had  quitted  the  cockpit  to  attend  to  his 
incUspensable  duties.  Lord  Nelson  became  speechless ;  and 
at  4h.  SOffii  P.M.  by  the  Victory's  time,  expired  without  a 
groan.  His  hist  words  were,  "  I  have  done  my  duty — I 
thank  God  for  it." 

For  a  writer,  such  as  the  compiler  of  these  humble  vo» 
lumes,  to  attempt  to  eulogise  so  great  a  hero  as  Lord  Nel« 
son,  may  appear  too  much  like  presumption ;  yet  we  cannot 
refrain  from  ofiering  our  sincere  though  unequal  tribute  to 
the  memory  of  England's  preserver,  and  the  most  talented 
naval  commander  that  any  age  or  country  ever  produced. 
From  his  commencement,  as  a  mid-liipman,  to  the  last  hour 
of  his  life,  his  public  career  ^^"(ls  intii'iv  ed  by  a  boundless  zeal 
for  the  cause  he  had  m  hand;  and,  although  his  energetic 
mind  may  have,  in  one  instance,  betrayed  him  mto  an  act 
bordering  upon  injustice,  it  is  impossible  to  question  his 
motives*  which  were  at  all  times  found  emanating  from 
anidety  to  further  his  countrjr^s  wel&re.  The  daring  and 
hawk-sighted  manoeuvre  on  the  14th  of  February,  gained  a 
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brilliant  victory  over  an  enemy  of  more  than  double  the 
force  of  the  British  fleet ;  but  this  was  eclipsed  by  the  vic- 
tory at  Abuukir — a  victory  gained  under  immense  disadvan- 
tages, but  achieved  with  all  that  energy  and  sjjiendour 
which  none  but  a  commander  of  the  highest  order  could  have 
projected  or  executed.  The  Victory  of  the  Nile  would  have 
been  alone  sufficient  to  place  NeLson  on  the  very  pinnacle 
of  nautical  ability.  His  firm  nerves  appeared  to  strengthen 
with  the  difficulties  presented  to  him,  and  he  may  be  said 
to  have  smiled  at  discouragements  which  to  the  ordinarv 
mind  would  have  seemed  insurmountahle  obstacles.  Cn]H'n- 
hacTLii  and  her  batteries  quailed  before  him  :  and,  while  a 
signal  for  his  recal  was  fl^^ing  on  board  the  ship  of  the  com- 
mander-in-chief, which  must  have  rendered  nugatory  all  the 
blood  which  had  been  spilt.  Nelson  negotiated  and  gained 
all  that  was  required*  His  persevering  pursuit  of  a  supe- 
rior fleet  to  the  West  Indies,  added  one  more  proof,  if  proof 
bad  been  wanting,  to  his  consummate  skill  and  determina- 
tion ;  but  the  final  and  complete  triumph,  which  he  sealed 
with  his  lu  art's  blood,  nt  once,  and  we  would  hu])e  lor  ever, 
annexed  the  sovereignty  of  the  seas  to  England's  throne.* 
To  have  died  in  such  a  cause — to  have  fallen  at  such  a 
moment — was,  indeed,  to  gain  all  that  mortal  man  could 
aspire  to ;  and,  as  says  Dr.  Beatty,  "  his  splendid  example 
wOl  operate  as  an  everlasting  impulse  to  the  enterprising 
genius  of  the  British  navy." 

The  moment  Lord  Nelson's  death  was  announced  to 
Captain  Hardy,  he  directed  Lieutenant  Alexander  Hills  to 
proceed  to  tlie  Koyal  Sovereign,  and  acquaint  Vice- Admiral 
CoUingwood  that  the  Admiral  was  mortally  wounded^  not 


*  While  this  work  was  in  the  course  of  printing  tlie  launch  of  the 
120-gun  ship  Trafalgar  took  place  at  Woolwich  (21st  of  June,  1841). 
On  board  that  ship  were  assembled  about  forty  of  the  sailors  wiio  were 
present  at  the  victory  the  ship  is  designed  to  coioinemorate.  These 
veterans  were  regaled  with  grog,  &c.,  by  the  master  attendant  of  the 
dock-yard,  Mr.  Robert  C.lSmoath»  who  proposed  to  thematoagtivliidL 
was  reiq[ionded  to  with  mudi  feeling — "  May  the  wf/ereign  ofEngUmd 
tht  wmre^  qf  the  seas,'*  This  sentuuent,  inspired  by 
flie  name  of  TVablgmr,  coincidee  with  the  remarks  we  had  prerionslf 
wntteu* 
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wishing  to  hurt  the  feelings  of  a  friend,  by  stating  that  he 

was  dead.  Captain  Blackwood  arrived  on  board  thi  Victory 
soon  afterwards,  and  Captain  Hardy  accompanied  him  in 
the  boat  of  the  Enr^vibis,  to  the  Royal  Sovereiirn  to  acquaint 
the  Vice- Admiral  witii  what  had  really  ]i;i])pened,  as  well 
as  to  deliver  Nelson's  dying  commands,  that  the  licet  should 
be  brought  to  anchor  as  soon  as  it  was  practicable.  Vice- 
Admiral  CoUingwood  unhappily  difiFered  in  this  respect  with 
his  distinguished  friend,  and  on  receiving  the  message 
replied,  *'  Anchor  the  Heet  I  Why,  it  is  the  last  thing  I 
should  have  thought  of/* 

The  conduct  of  Vice-Admiral  CoUingwood  has  been 
subjected  to  very  severe  strictures,  in  reference  to  this  re- 
fusal to  attend  to  the  dying  command  of  Lord  Nelson ; 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  he  incurred  a  very  distress- 
ing responsibility  in  consequence.  The  act,  however,  of 
not  anchoring  the  fleet  immediately  on  the  termination  of 
the  battle  admits  of  some  extenuation.  A  great  part  of 
the  fleet,  and  nearly  all  tlie  prizes,  were  wholly  unprepared 
to  anchor,  their  cjdjles  having  been  rendered  unserviceable 
by  shot.  Had,  therefore,  the  signal  been  made,  those 
ships  in  a  condition  to  comply  would  have  brought  up» 
while  those  unable  to  obey  the  signal,  would  have  become 
still  more  dispersed,  whereas  by  keeping  underway  the 
eftectivc  were  in  a  condition  to  assist  the  crippled  ships, 
and,  in  the  nicauwhile,  the  prize  crews  were  enabled  to 
employ  themselves  in  splicing  the  cables,  and  in  getting 
ready  to  anchor  when  the  signal  should  be  made,  which  it 
was  at  9h.  p.m.  We  merely  offer  this  as  one  of  many  rea- 
sons which  might  have  induced  Vice-Admiral  CoUingwood 
to  deditte  carrying  immediately  into  effect  the  dying  in- 
junction of  his  friend. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  action  the  land  about  Cape 
Trafal^r  was  in  sight,  bearing  south-east-by-east,  distant 
about  eight  mile«,  after  which  cape  the  battle  was  named. 

It  is  now  time  to  recount  the  heavy  losses  sustained  in 
this  glorious  encounter,  which  were  as  follows 
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Ships. 

KUled. 

-i 

C 

:i 

TOTAL. 

Officers  killed  and  wmML 

GonqfiieKir  ^ 

AlHca   

Agamemnon  ... 

57 

47 

10 
4 

10 

a 

18 

2 
2 

102 

70 

34 
22 

42 
9 

44 

7 
9 

159 

123 

44 
26 

52 
12 

62 

9 
11 

"'Killed:  Lord  Nelson;  Mr. 

J.  Scott,  secretary ;  Capt. 

(Marines)  C.  W.  Adair; 

Lieut.  Wm.  Ram  ;  Mids. 

Robert  Smitli  nnd  Alex. 

Palmer;  Ca])laiu's  Clerk 
J     Tlios.  Whipple.  Wound- 
1     ed:  lieuts.  John  Pasco 

and  George  Miller  Bli^ ; 

Lieuts.  (Marines)  bStm 

Buckle  Reeves  and  J.  6. 

Peake ;  Mids.  W.  Rivers, 

Geo.  Augustus  Westphal, 
^    and  Richard  Bulkeley. 
'  Killed  :  Captain  (Marines) 

Simeon  Rusigny ;  Lieut. 

(do.)  John  Kingston;  Car- 
penter Lewis  Oades;  Mids. 
/      Win.  Pitts.     Wounded : 

Lieut.  Jas.  Mould ;  Lieut. 

(Maiines)  Sam.  J.  Fftyne ; 

Boataw.  J.  Brooks ;  Mate 

P.  S.  Price ;  MidsMpman 

J.  Gastnian. 
Wounded :  Captain's  Clerk. 
Wounded:  J.W.Watson,  mid. 
TKilled  :   Lieut.  Fras.  "Rosk- 
1     ruge.    Wounded:  Steph. 
1    Trounce,  master ;  William 
[    Grant,  midshipman, 
r Killed:  Lieuts.W. St. George 
1    andRobt.  Lloyd.  Wound- 
<    ed :  lieat  (Marines)  Th. 

Wearing ;  I^eat.  (Rosrian 
I  Navy)  Fhmp  Mendel, 
f  Wounded  :  Lieut.  Matthew 

Hay;  Ciqpt.(Marmes)  Jas. 
I    F3mmore;  Mates  Henry 
1     West  and  Ab.  Turner; 

Mids.  Fred.  White,  P.J. 
I    Elmhurst,  and  J  .P.  Bailey. 
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Ships. 


Orion. 


inr 


Spartjate 


Royal  Sovereign 


BeUeisle 


Man 


O 

3 


a 


TOTAL< 


47 


23 
22 

20 


94 


33 


29 


93 


69 


24 


25 


23 


Officer!  killed  and  wounded. 


J 
I 


141 


< 


126 


98 


rWounded:  Chas.  Taose  and 
\   T.  P.  Cable,  midshipmen. 

rWoimded:  Jas.  Robinson, 
<    boatswain;  J.  S.  Snutth, 

L  midshipman. 
Wounded  :     John  Clfirke, 
boatswain ;  Mids.  Edward 
Bellairs  and  £dw.  Knap- 
man. 

/^Killed :  Lieut.  Brice  Gilli- 
land ;  Master  Wm.  Chal- 
mers; lient.  (Marines) 
Robt. Green;  Mids.Jolm 
A&oihead  and  Thomas 
Braimd.  Wounded :  Lieu- 
tenants Jolin  Clavell  and 
James  Badxford ;  Lieut. 
(Mar.)  Jas.  Le  Vesconte; 
Mate  W.  AVat^on  ;  Mids. 
G.  Kennicott,  Grenville 
Thompson,  J.  Farrant,  & 
John  Cuiiipbi'll ;  lioat 
swam  Isaac  Wilkinson. 
Killed:  Lieuts. Ebenr. Gale 
and  John  Woodin ;  Mid. 
Geo.  Nind.  Wounded: 
Lieut.Wm.  Ferric ;  lient. 
(Marines)  John  Owen ; 
Boatswain  Andrew  Gib- 
son ;  MatesW.H . Pearson, 
W.  Ciitlield ;  M  ids .  Sam . 
Jago  and  J.  T.  Hodge. 
Killed:  CaptainDuff ;  Mids. 
Ed. Corby  n  and  Hen.  Mor- 
gan. Wounded :  Lients. 
Ed.  Wm.  Garrett  and  Jas. 
Black;  Master  Thomas 
Cook;  Capt.  (Marines)  T. 
Norman;  Mids.  J. Young, 
Geo.Guiren,  W.  J.  Cook, 
J.  Jenkins,  and  Alfred 
.  Luckraft. 


< 
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Ships. 

Killed. 

.... . 

Wounded. 

TOTAL. 

Officers  killed  and  wounded. 

26 

50 

76 

rKilled  :  Mid.  Wm.  Brown. 
1     Wounded:  Capt.  Tyler; 
\     Boatswain  Richard  Little ; 

Mate H. Ready;  Captain's 
L   Clerk  W.Allen. 

Belleropbon 

27 

123 

150 

I 

^  Killed:  Capt.  Cooke ;  Mas- 
ter Edw.  Overton ;  Mid. 
John  Simmons.  Woimd- 
ed:  Capt.  (Marines)  John 

V     "VVcinyss  ;  Boatswain  Th. 
Kobinson ;  Mate  £.  Hart- 
ley ;  Mids.  W.  N.  Jewell, 
Jas.  Stone,  Tlios.  Bant| 

^   and  Geo.  Pearson. 

40 

160 

200 

'  Killed  :  Thos.  Scriven,  mas- 
ter.   Wounded :  Captain 
Morris ;  Lieuts,  George 
BtiUy  and  Wm.Forster; 
Lieut.  (Mar.)  J.  Benson ; 

j     Boatswain  Wm.  Adun- 
son;  Mate  TTi  nry  MiU- 
banke;  Mids.  W.A.Her- 
ringham,  F.  Thistlewayte, 
T.  G.  Reece,   H.  Snell- 
grove,  R.  M'Lean,  Geo. 
Wharrie,Tim.  Renoa,and 

[     Geo.  Deiiton, 

13 

59 

72 

1^  Killed:  MM.  F.J.  Mugg. 
Woimded:  IJeiits.Farkin8 
Prynn  and  Josias  Bray; 

Capt.  andLieut.(Marmes) 
V     Palms  Westr opp  and  Wm . 

Liddon;  Mate  G.  Pegge; 

Mids.  W.  H.  Staines,  W. 

J.  Snow,  and  W.  Smith 
^  Warren. 

Dreadnought . . 

7 

26 

33 

{ Wounded ;  Lieut.  J.L.  Loyd ; 

\    Mids.  Andrew  M^CiiUodc 
and  James  Sabhin. 
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Ship*. 


FolyphemuB  ... 


Revenge  


Swiftsiire 


Defiance 


1 
i2 


28 


Hmnderer  

Defence  

Prince   

Totals   


9 


17 


0 


449 


•2 

-a 

I 


51 


8 


53 


12 

29 
0 


1,241 


TOXAIi, 


79 


18 


16 

3G 
0 


1,090 


Officen  killed  and  wounded. 


{ 


70  '< 


KiUed:  Mids.  Thomas  Grier 
and  Edward  F.  Brooks. 
Wounded  :  Caj)t.  MoOT- 
som  ;  Lieut.  John  Berry  ; 
Master  Luke  Brokenshaw ; 
Captain  (Marines)  Peter 
Lily. 

Wounded:  Alex.  Benjamin 

Handeoek ,  midshipnuui. 
Killed:  Lieut.Thos.  Simens; 
Boatsw,  W.  Forster;  Mid, 
Jas.  WiUiamson.  Wound- 
ed: Capt.Dnr)iam;  Mates 
James  Spratt  and  Robert 
Browne  ;  Midshipmen 
John  Hodge  and  £d«  And. 
Chapman. 
/Wounded :  Mate  John  Snell ; 
i    Mid.  Alex.  Galloway. 


The  damages  exhi])ited  by  each  ship,  in  masts  and  yards, 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  action,  are  described  in  the  subjoined 
table ;  and  from  these  may  be  imaged,  without  entering 
into  tedious  details,  the  injuries  tihe  different  ships  had 

sustained  m  llieir  hulls. 


VOL.  IX. 
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Victory 


Temeraire 


Neptune  

Lexdathan   

lii  itannia  

Conqueror  ,  

AMca  

Agamemnon 

Ajax   •  

Orion  .•••.••••«•, 
Minotaur 
Sparttate   


Royal  Sovereign 


Belleisle 


Man 

Tonuant 


Bellerophon  ... 

Colossus  

Achille  

Dreadnought  ... 
Polyphemus  ... 

Revenge   

Swiftaaia  

Defiance  ••••••••• 

Thnnderer   

Defence  •  

Frinoe  


Fint-LieuteDMiti. 


(Jnliii  Quilliam* 
Edw.  W  iliiams 
Jhn.Pasco(flag)  . 
I  Andrew  King  | 
iJohnYiite  J 


I 


Thos.  F.  Kennedy 

George  Acklom 
Eyles  Mounsher 
Arthur  Atchison 
Richai'd  Spear  ... 
Jolm  Smith 

Hugh  Cook  

Jer.  Brown  t*  

John  Croft   

James  Stuart  ... 
John  M'Kerlie,** 

/John  ClaYell.„1 
\JohnEUia  / 


Lowir  MmIs,  Topinit(i«  ant  Yaidi. 


Shot  away. 


Mizenmast 


Left  totterizig. 


Fbre-mast 


fMain  and  mizen- 
mast heads,  fore 
&  fore  topaail- 
yards 


I 


Thomas  Fife 


Benj.  Fateyt  

John  Bedford  ... 

E.  F.  Thomasf... 

Thos.  R.  Toker... 
Wm.  W.  Daniel 
Kisbet  Palmer  ... 
Geori^e  Moubray 
Lewis  Hole 
James  Xiilbnm 
William  Hellard 
John  Chirk  t 
James  Green 
William  Godfrey 


Mizen  tops. -yard 

Mizen  topmast 
Main  tops. -yard 


!\Tain  tops. -yard 
Fore  do.  do. 


fMain  and  mizenl 
j   masts,  &  fore  | 
[  topsail-yard  J 
I  All  three  lower 
maats  and  bow* 
I  sprit 

Mam-topmast 

(  Three  topmasts  & 
\  main-yard 
fMain  &  mizenl 
\^  topmasts  J 
Mizen-maat 

Main  topsail-yard 


All  3  lower  maata 


Main-topmast 


Fore-mast 


Fore-mast 

Fore-topmast 
Fore  &  main  msts. 


*  Made  post  captain.  The  officers  marked  f  were  second  lientenantSf  and 
were  not  promoted  with  the  others* 
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The  eleven  ships  under  Admiral  Ghravina  hauled  to  the 

north-east  and  escaped ;  and  the  Heros,  San  Francisco, 
Indomptable,  and  Montanez,  succeeded  in  passing  in-shore 
of  the  British  fleet,  and  also  got  away.  Others  were  in 
tow  of  the  frigates,  and  the  whole,  in  course  of  the  night, 
anchored  about  a  mile  '<md  a  half  from  Rota,  not  being  able 
to  enter  the  bay  of  Cadiz  on  account  of  the  strong  south- 
east wind  blowing  off  the  land,  although  in  the  c&ng  the 
wind  was  still  from  west-south-west. 

At  Gh.  r.M.  Vice- Admiral  Collingwood  shifted  his  flag 
to  the  Euryalus  frigate,  and  taking  the  Sovereign  in  tow, 
stood  off-shore  with  her.  At  this  time  several  of  the  British 
ships  were  more  or  less  disabled,  and  out  of  the  17  prizes 
eight  were  totally  dismasted,  and  the  remainder  in  a  very 
helpless  state.  The  fleet  was  now  within  a  few  miles  of 
the  shoak  of  Tra&lgar,  and  in  13  fiithoms  water.  There 
was  a  heavy  swell,  which  distressed  the  disabled  ships  very 
much  ;  but  fortunately  there  was  httle  wind.  At  Oh.  p.m. 
the  signal  w^as  made  for  the  fleet  to  prepare  to  anchor,  of 
which  the  Defence  and  some  few  ships  availed  them- 
selves. Towards  midnight  the  wind  veered  to  south-south- 
west, and  freshened  considerably.  This  favourable  change 
induced  the  admiral  to  make  the  signal  to  wear  the  ships' 
heads  to  the  westward;  and  those  ships  which  had  not  an- 
chored, and  were  in  a  condition  to  obey  the  signal,  wore 
and  drifted  out  to  sea. 

On  the  22nd,  at  8h.  a.m.,  the  Euryalus  cast  oif  the  So- 
vereigu,  and  the  Neptune  was  directed  to  take  her  in  tow. 


*  The  names  of  the  ships  actually  surrendered  and  in  posaesaioa  of 
the  British  at  this  time  were  as  follows  : — 


Guns.  SPANISH. 

130  Santisima  Trinidad, 
112  Santa  Ana, 
ggf  Neptune, 

iSan  Augnstin, 
Monarca, 
Bahama, 
San  Juan  Nepounioeiio, 
San  lidefoDflo. 


L  2 


Guns,  FRENCH. 

80  Bucentaure, 
Intrei)ide, 
Redoutable, 
Fongiieiiz, 
Algesiras, 
Aigle, 
Swiftsure, 
Berwick, 

Achille  (bamuig). 
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The  wind  blew  fresh  in  squalls  during  the  whole  of  this 
day,  and  the  thirteen  prizes  which  remained  underway 
(four  liavin^  anchored)  closed  round  the  Soa  creiij^n. 

The  Bucentaure,  having  on  board  lieutenant  Richard 
Spear  and  a  party  of  men  from  the  Conqueror,  drifted  to- 
ivards  the  shore  near  the  castle  of  Saint  Sebastian,  and 
there  anchored.  During  the  day  she  was  wrecked  on  the 
Puergues,  and  the  crew,  including  the  British^  were  saved 

by  the  boats  of  a  French  fi  igato. 

In  tiie  night  it  came  on  to  blow  a  heavy  gale  from 
north-west,  and  on  the  moniinsrof  the  23rd  the  Kedoutable 
foundered  before  the  whole  of  her  men  could  be  removed. 
Only  about  1 70  were  saved  from  her  surnving  crew,  and 
these  at  a  great  risk,  and  with  the  loss  of  1 3  of  the  T^m^- 
raire's  seamen,  and  five  of  the  Swiftsnre's.  The  brave  Cap- 
tain Lucas  had  previously  been  removed  to  the  T^^raire. 

The  Fougueux  drifted  on  shore  near  the  river  Sancti 
Petri,  having  oU  of  the  crew  of  the  Tdmeraire  on  board,  and 
was  totally  wrecked  with  the  los^  of  cJl  ou  board  except 
about  25  persons.  The  prize  crew  of  the  Algesiras  was 
overpowered  by  the  French  during  the  gale,  and  having 
rigged  jury-masts,  that  ship,  by  great  exertions,  reached 
the  harbour  of  Cadiz. 

On  the  morning  of  the  23rd  Captain  Cosmao  Kergulien 
sailed  from  Cadiz  vrith  a  squadron  of  five  sail  of  the  line 
and  five  fricrates,  which  latter  retook  the  Santa  Ana 
and  Ncptuno,  and  carried  them  into  port.  On  the  24th  the 
Indoniptable,  on  board  which  were  the  survivors  of  the 
Bucentaure's  crew,  making  with  her  own  above  1,000  men, 
was  \rrecked  off  the  town  of  Rota,  and  not  more  than 
100  were  saved.  The  San  Francisco  d'Asis,  another  of  the 
squadron  of  Commodore  Kergulien,  cut  her  cables  and 
went  on  shore  near  Fort  Santa  Catelina,  where  her  crew 
were  saved. 

The  Rayo,  also  of  this  squadron,  not  being  able  to  enter 
Cadiz  Bay,  anchored  off  San  Lucar,  where  she  soon 
rolled  away  her  wounded  masts,  and  on  this  day  was 
captured  by  the  Donegal,  Captain  Pulteney  Malcolm ;  but 
two  days  afterwards  the  ship  parted  company  and  went  on 
shore,  and  of  the  107  men  and  officers  put  on  board  of  her 
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by  the  Done^l,  25  were  drowned.  The  Monarca  also 
drove  on  shore  after  the  ^eater  part  of  licr  crew  had  been 
removed  by  the  boats  of  the  Leviathan. 

The  Santisima  Trinidad  was  scuttled  and  sunk  by  the 
Neptune  and  Prince.  The  Aigle  drifted  into  Cadiz  Baj, 
and  was  wrecked  on  the  bar  of  Port  Santa  Maria  on  the 
night  of  the  2dth« 

The  few  remaining  prizes  were  at  length  anchored  about 
six  leagues  to  the  westward  of  Cape  San  Lucar ;  and  on 
the  28th  the  body  of  the  British  fleet  al«?o  brought  up  a 
little  to  the  nortluvard  of  them ;  the  Royal  Soveroiirn 
under  jury,  main,  and  mizen  masts,  and  tiic  Mars  with  main 
and  mizen  masts  only.  On  the  29th  the  Intrepide  was 
burnt  by  the  Britannia,  mid  the  San  Augustin  by  the 
Leviathan  and  Orion :  the  Argonauta  was  scuttled  and  sunk 
by  the  Ajax.  The  Berwick  was  wrecked  off  San  Lucar ; 
200  of  her  crew  perished  with  her,  the  remainder  being 
saved,  after  much  gallant  exertion,  by  the  DonegaVs  boats. 
The  Defence,  with  the  San  Udeiuii^fi,  Bahama,  and  Swift- 
sure,  anchored  on  the  night  of  the  action,  and  rode  out  the 
gale  in  safety ;  affording  a  strong  argument  in  reference  to 
the  benefit  which  might  have  resulted  had  the  dyinp:  in- 
junction of  Lord  Nelson  been  attended  to.  The  San  Juan 
Nepomuceno  was  saved  by  the  exertions  of  the  Fhoebe  and 
Donegal. 

Tlie  victory  of  Trafalgar  was  most  complete ;  and  since 
that  dav  the  enemies  of  En2:land  liave  not  been  able  to 
lit  out  a  fleet  at  all  pqiinl  to  contest  with  her  navy  the  rule 
of  the  ocean.  Although  the  preponderance  of  force  was 
considerably  on  the  side  of  the  combined  fleets,  a  chance  of 
victory  did  not  remain  to  them  after  the  first  shot  fired  by 
the  British.  Never,  perhaps,  was  more  cool  and  determined 
bravery  and  skill  evinced  than  on  this  occasion ;  and  the 
dismasted  and  shattered  ships  of  the  enemy  aiForded  a 
proof,  melancholy  to  them,  yet  glorious  to  British  sailors,  of 
what  steadiness  and  discipline  can  effect. 

The  body  of  the  immortal  Nelson  was  conveyed  to  Eng- 
land in  the  ship  he  had  so  long  commanded,  and  on  the 
6th  January,  1806,  after  lying  in  state  some  time  in  the 
Painted  Hidl  of  Greenwich  Hospital,  was  conveyed  to  St. 
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Paul's  Cathedral,  beneath  the  splendid  cupola  of  which  Yob 
venerated  ashes  lie. 

Numerous  were  the  honours  bestowed  by  a  grateful 
country  on  the  hero's  relatives ;  and  we  wisli  we  could 
add,  that  those  who  so  nobly  fought  on  thitt  occasion 
also  met  that  promotion  and  distinction  which  so  memora- 
ble a  battle  claimed  for  them.  It  is  true  that  the  tirst  lieu- 
tenants of  each  ship  were  made  commanders,  and  the  ftrst 
lieutenant  of  the  Victory  and  a  few  other  ships  post  cap- 
tains ;  but  all  of  these  officers  have  since  been  passed  over, 
and  many,  whose  subsequent  services  earned  promotion,  are 
left — wh;it  few  yet  remain — iur  the  most  part,  in  retirement 
and  ob>(  urity.  This  would  not  have  been  the  case  had 
Nelson  lived. 

Vice-Admiral  Collingwood  was  raised  to  the  peerage,  and 
a  pension  of  £2,000  conferred  on  him.  Rear* Admiral 
Northesk  was  made  a  K.B.,  and  Captain  Hardy  created  a 
baronet.  Lieutenant  Quilliam*  of  the  Victory ;  the  lieute- 
nants (acting  as  captains)  of  the  Ajaz  and  llunderer,  and 
those  of  the  ikllerophon  and  Mars,  were  made  post  captains  ; 
and  the  second,  third,  fourth,  and  flag  lieutcnantrs  of  the 
Victor}',  first  and  second  of  the  Royal  Sovereign,  and 
first  lieutenants  of  every  other  ship,  were  made  command- 
ers. Four  midshipmen  of  the  Victory,  three  of  the  Royal 
Sovereign*  two  of  the  Britannia,  and  one  from  every  other 
ship*  were  made  lieutenants. 

Rear- Admiral  Dumanoir,  who,  with  the  74-gun  ships  For- 
midable, Scipion,  Mont-Blanc,  and  Duguay-Trouin,  had 
escaped  froni  1  ralidgar  on  the  same  night,  steered  away 
to  the  j-uuth-west,  hut  afterwards  hauled  to  the  northward, 
intending  to  enter  Basque  Roads.  On  the  2nd  of  Novem- 
ber, off  Cape  Finisterre,  the  British  36-gun  frigate  Phoenix, 
Captain  Thomas  Baker,  at  1  Ih.  a.m.,  the  wind  being  north- 
north-west,  discovered  and  chased  four  large  sail  to  wind- 
ward. Shortly  after  noon  the  strangers  Inm  up  ui  chase  of 
the  Phoenix,  and  the  British  frigate  also  bore  up,  steering 
towards  Ferrol,  in  the  hope  of  meeting  a  British  squadron. 
At  3h.  P.M.  the  Phoenix  came  in  sight  of  four  sail  bearing 
south,  and  at  3h.  15m.  tlic  four  pursuinii  ships  hauled  to 

the  wind  on  the  starboard  tack ;  upon  which  the  Phoenix 
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altered  her  course  to  south-by- west,  the  better  to  keep  sight 
of  her  pursuers,  which  proved  to  be  M.  Dumanoir's  squa- 
dron. The  enemy  soon  afterwards  wore  to  the  eastward, 
and  the  Phoenix,  making  sii^nals  to  the  ships  to  leeward  and 
firing  guns,  also  wore  and  stood  to  the  south-east.  At 
about  the  same  time  that  the  Phoenix  discovered  Rear-Ad- 
miral  Dumanoir's  ships,  the  frigates  Dryad  and  Boadicea, 
Captains  Adam  Drummond  and  John  Maitland,  also  got 
sight  of  them,  bearing  east;  and  at  8h.  45m.  these  fri- 
gates were  seen  by  the  PhcLiiix.  About  9li.  30m.  the  squa- 
dron to  the  southward,  which  was  tliat  of  Sir  Richard 
btrachau,  consisting  of  the — 

6wi  Ship. 

80   Caesar   Captain  Sir  Richard  J.  Strachan, 

rHero    Hon.  Alan.  Hyde  Gardner, 


was  seen  by  the  Dryad  and  Boadicea ;  but  being  in  doubt 
as  to  whether  the  strangers  were  friends  or  foes,  then:  sig- 
nals being  unanswered,  they  tacked  to  the  north-east,  and 
were  soon  out  of  sight  of  both  squadrons. 

At  llh.  P.M.  the  Fhcenix,  more  convinced  of  the  identil7 
of  the  British  ships,  passed  under  the  stem  of  the  Caesar, 
then  staiiuing  to  the  northward  (wind  west-north-west), and 
after  receiving  a  shot  and  being  hailed,  Captain  Baker  in- 
formed Sir  Richard  Strachan  of  the  position  of  the  enemy's 
squadron,  by  this  time  on  their  larboard  bow.  The  Bri- 
tish ships  being  much  scattered,  the  Phoenix  was  ordered  to 
speak  tiie  different  ships,  and  make  their  captains  aware 
of  the  presence  of  the  French  squadron*  The  Caesar  then 
made  all  sail  in  chase  of  the  enemy,  which  a  glimpse  of 
moonlight  enabled  the  Biitisii  admiial  to  discover  bearing 
east -north -east. 

On  the  3rd,  in  the  morning",  the  38-gun  friirate  Ilevolu- 
tionnaire.  Captain  the  Hon.  Henry  Hotham«  joined  in  the 
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Lawrence  W.  Halsted, 
Richard  Lee, 
Charles  Dudley  Pater« 


36  Santa  Margarita 
32  ^olus   


»» 


Wilson  Rathbone, 
Lord  William  Fitzroy, 
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pursuit*  which  continued  throughout  the  day  and  nighty 
witb  varied  success* 

The  action,  however,  did  not  take  place  t31  the  4th» 

when,  at  about  15  minutes  past  noon,  the  Caesar  upciiud 
her  larboard  guns  on  the  Formidable.  At  tbis  time  the 
four  French  ships  were  formed  in  line  ahead  on  tlie  star- 
board tack,  in  the  following  order  ; — Duguay-Troiiin,  For- 
midable, Mont-Blanc,  and  Scipion,  under  topsails  and  top- 
gallant sails,  with  courses  clewed  up,  the  wind  being  at 
south-west,  and  about  one  point  abaft  the  beam ;  the  British 
ships  Csesar,  Hero,  and  Courageuz  were  on  their  weather 
quarters,  and  the  Namur  about  ten  miles  astern. 

In  a  minute  or  two  after  the  Csesar  commenced  firing, 
the  Hero  and  Courageux,  in  quick  buccession,  discharged 
their  broadsides  into  the  J^tarboard  sides  of  the  Scipion  and 
Mont- Blanc.  Tlie  hre  was  instantly  returned  by  ^e  three 
French  ships,  and  a  spirited  action  ensued. 

At  50  minutes  past  noon  the  Csesar  made  the  signal  for 
close  action,  and  five  minutes  afterwards  the  Duguay-TVouin, 
in  luffing  up  to  rake  the  Caesar  ahead,  unintentionally  came 
round  on  the  larboard  tack ;  and  the  Caesar,  having  hauled 
close  to  the  wind  to  prevent  her  crossing  their  bows,  the 
Duguay-Troiiiii  ]mssed  to  leeward,  within  musket-?hot  of 
the  Caesar  and  Hero,  from  each  of  which  ships  she  received 
a  very  destructive  fire.  The  French  admiral  soon  after- 
wards tacked  to  support  his  second  ahead,  and  his  two  fi>l- 
lowers  also  hove  about.  The  Formidable,  however,  was  so 
slack  in  stays  that  she  did  not  regdn  her  station  astern  of 
the  Duguay-Trouin,  and  became  the  third  instead  of  the 
second  ship.  About  Ih.  !20ni.  i  .m.  the  Caesar  wore  after 
the  enemy,  and  the  Hero  and  CouraGfeux  tacked. 

At  Ih.  40m.  the  Csesar  made  the  Isiamur  s  signal  to  at- 
tack the  enemy's  van,  which,  by  tacking,  was  nearing  that 
ship,  and  at  the  same  time  for  the  Hero  to  lead  on  the  lar- 
board tack.  The  Hero,  followed  at  some  distance  by  the 
Courageux,  and  at  a  much  greater  distance  by  the  Csesar, 
accordingly  edged  away  towards  the  French  squadron. 
The  Xauiur  w  as  still  to  windward,  endeavouring,  under  all 
sail,  to  g:et  into  the  action  ;  but,  being  one  of  the  dullest  sail- 
ing ships  in  the  navy,  her  progress  was  excessively  slow. 
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At  about  2h.  the  Hero  tired  her  starboard  guns  at  the 
Scipion,  which  ship  having  lost  her  inain-topmast»  fell  to 
leewaidj  and  became  engaged  with  the  Courageux  and 
Phoenix  and  Revolutionnaire  frigates.  The  Hero,  then 
making  sail  ahead,  gained  a  position  on  the  weather  bow  of 

the  Formidable,  but  at  2h.  45m.,  the  Xamur  having  arrived 
up  with  the  Formidable,  the  Hero  p^allantly  made  sail  after 
the  Mont- Blanc,  which  shin,  as  well  as  the  Duguay-Trouin, 
had  been  occa^oually  raking  the  Hero  while  engaging  the 
Formidable. 

At  3h,  dm.j  the  Caesar,  having  in  the  meantime  repaired 
her  damages,  was  in  the  act  of  re-opening  her  fire  on  the 
FormidaUe,  when  that  ship  having  lost  her  mizen-top- 

mast,  and  her  m.iiii-mast  and  fore-topuiast  being  in  a  tot- 
tering state,  hauled  down  her  colours,  and  was  taken  pos- 
sessioTi  of  by  a  boat  from  the  Namur,  which  latter,  having 
her  mam-yard  cut  in  two  by  her  opponent's  hie,  was  unable 
to  make  sail. 

At  3h.  10m.  the  Duguay-Trouin  and  Mont-Blanc  bore 
up  and  endeavoured  to  form  a  line  ahead  of  the  Scipion ; 
but  this  latter  ship,  having  by  the  united  fire  of  the  Courageux 

and  frigates,  lost  her  main  and  mizen  masts  and  fore -top- 
mast, just  at  this  time  hiuiicd  down  her  colours,  and  w  u.^ 
taken  possession  of  by  the  Phoenix  and  R^vohitionnalre. 
The  Duguay-Trouin  and  Mont-Blanc,  observing  the  fate 
of  their  consorts,  endeavoured  to  make  olF,  but  were  soon 
overtaken  by  the  Hero  and  Caesar,  and,  after  a  close  and 
animated  fire  of  20  minutes'  duration,  the  two  French  ships 
being  reduced  to  a  defenceless  state,  and  tiie  Courageux 
having  also  arrived  u]>,  the  Duguay-Trouin  surrendered  to 
the  Hero,  and  the  Mont-Blanc  to  the  Caesar.  The  battle 
ceased  at  3h.  35m.  p.m. 

The  loss  onboard  the  I^ritish  ships  was  slight  considering 
the  closeness  of  the  action.  It  was  as  follows: — Caesar, 
four  men  killed  and  25  wounded.  Hero,  Lieutenant  (marines) 
Robert  Morrison  and  nine  men  killed;  and  Lieutenants 
John  Shekel  and  Cornelius  J.  Stevenson  (marines),  Thomas 
Titterton  (purser),  and  48  men  wounded.  Courageux,  one 
man  killed;  and  the  lirst  lieutenant  (llobert  Clephane),  Mr. 
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Thomas  Daws  (mate),  Mr.  John  Gibhs  Bird  (midshipman), 
Mr,  John  Austin  (gunner),  and  13  men  \v(niii(kd.  Namur, 
four  men  killed ;  and  Lieutenant  Thomas  Osborne,  Cap- 
tain (marines)  William  Clements,  Mr.  Frederick  Beasley 
(midshipman),  and  five  men  wounded.  Santa  Margarita, 
Mr-  Thomas  Edwards  (boatswain)  killed,  and  one  man 
wounded.  The  R6yolutionnaire,  two  killed  and  six 
wounded;  the  Fhceniz,  two  killed  and  four  wounded; 
and  the  ^olus,  three  men  wounded :  total,  24  killed  and 
111  woundLcl. 

The  Hero  had  her  fore-topsail-yard  shot  away,  the  Caesar 
her  main-topg-allant-mast,  and  the  Namur  her  main -yard  ; 
and  the  Csesar  and  Hero  had  received  considerable  injury 
in  their  masts,  sails,  and  rigging*  The  loss  sustained  by 
the  French  ships  was  very  severe :  the  Formidable  had  200 
killed  and  wounded,  including,  among  the  latter,  Rear- 
Admiral  Dumanoir ;  the  Scipion»  about  the  same  number ; 
Mont-Blanc,  180;  Duguay-Trouin,  loO  ;  making  together 
upwards  of  700  kiUed  and  wouiicli^tl  in  the  four  ships. 
Ihe  forcma^t^  (  f  the  Formidable  and  Mont-Blanc  were  the 
only  spars  remainmg. 

In  this  action  the  Formidable  mounted  only  65  guns ; 
three  having  been  di<=mounted  in  the  battle  of  the  21st  of 
October,  and  twelve  of  her  quarter-deck  12-pounders  haring 
been  thrown  overboard  during  the  chase  of  Sir  Bichard 
Strachan.  The  British  fri^tes  R^lutiomiaire,  Phoenix, 
and  Santa  Margarita  took  a  very  decided  part  in  this  con- 
test, and  did  considerable  execution  while  harassing  the 
enemy's  rear ;  they  were  also  much  damnired  by  shot,  and 
the  Santa  Margarita  was  obliged  to  haul  oil  and  to  be  kept 
on  the  heel  for  two  hours  whUe  some  of  the  shot-holes  near 
tlie  magazine  were  stopped. 

Sir  Bichard  Strachan  carried  his  four  well-eamed  prizes 
to  Plymouth,  and  they  were  added  to  the  British  navy,  in 
wMch  the  Formidable  became  the  Brave,  the  Duguay-l'rouin 
the  Impiacabks  Rud  the  Mont-likmc  and  Scipion  retained 
the  same  names ;  but  the  Implacable  and  Scipion  were  the 
only  ships  that  ever  again  went  to  sea.  Sir  liichard 
Strachan  was  invested  with  the  order  of  the  Bath;  theoffi* 
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cers  and  men  received  the  thanks  of  Parliament ;  gold 
medals  were  given  to  the  captains;  and  the  first  lieutenants 
of  the  line-of-battle  ships  were  made  commanders. 

On  the  24tih  of  December,  the  British  24-pomider  44- 
gun  frigate  Egyptienne,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
Philip  Cosby  Handtield  (in  tlu'  absence  of  Captain  the  Hon. 
C.  E.  Fleeming),  chased  ofi  the  coast  of  JScotland,  and  in 
conjunction  with  tlie  38-gun  frigate  Loire,  Caj)tain  Frede- 
rick Lewis  Maitlandy  captured  the  French  38-gun  frigate 
Idbre,  Captain  Henri  Descorches.  The  Egyptienne^s  loss 
amounted  to  one  man  killed  and  nine  wounded*  but  the 
Loire  had  no  one  hurt.  The  French  frigate  had  20  men 
killed  and  wounded. 
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CHAPTER  VL 


18  or,. 


The  year  1805,  teeming  as  it  does  with  glorious  events, 
throws  eacli  -urceediBg  year  into  tlie  shade  ;  and  from  this 
time  nothing  worthy  the  name  of  a  fleet  could  ever  be  col- 
lected. The  navies  of  France  and  Spain  may  be  said  to 
have  been  annihilated  by  the  victory  of  Trafalgar,  and 
henceforth  nothing  but  comparatiTely  small  detached  squa- 
dron and  single  ship  actionfl  remain  to  be  narrated. 

On  the  2nd  of  January,  the  British  54- gun  ship  Malabar 
and  18-e^un  corvette  Wolf,  Captains  Robert  I  lull  and 
George  Charles  Mackenzie,  cruizing  off  the  south  end  of  the 
Island  of  Cuba,  discovered  two  large  schooner  jirivateers 
running  into  Azeraderos,  a  small  harbour,  the  entrance  to 
"which  was  concealed  by  a  double  reef  of  rocks.  Owing  to 
the  skill  and  exertions  of  Mr.  Thomas  Fotheiinghame,  maa- 
ter  of  the  Malabar,  the  x^sage  was  at  length  discovered, 
and  the  Wolf  was  conducted  through  an  opening  in  the 
reefs,  and  anchored  within  a  t|u?>rter  of  a  mile  of  the  priva- 
teers, which,  in  expectation  of  an  attack,  were  moored  in  a 
very  advantageous  position  for  duience.  The  Wolf  opened 
fire  upon  the  two  vessels,  and  continued  it  for  nearly  two 
hours,  when,  observing  that  the  crews  of  the  vessels  were 
making  their  escape  to  the  shore.  Captain  Mackenzie  or- 
dered the  boats  to  proceed  in-shore  to  bring  the  vessels 
out.  They  proved  to  be  the  lUgulateur,  mounting  one 
long  brass  18-pounder  and  four  long  brass  6-pounder8,  with 
a  crew  of  80  men,  and  the  Napoleon,  of  five  guns,  and  GG 
men.  Four  of  the  crews,  ^^  ^lO  were  wounded,  were  made 
prisoners,  the  remainder  escaped.  The  two  vessels  were 
towed  beyond  the  reef,  but  the  R^gulateur  sunk  shortly 
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afterwards,  in  consequence  of  her  injuries.  The  British  loss 

dinuuiitLil  to  two  secimeii  killed  and  four  wounded. 

On  the  Ctli  of  January,  the  ]3ritish  36-gun  fria-atc  Fran- 
chise, Captain  Charles  Dasliwood,  having  ancliored  about 
five  miles  distant  from  the  town  of  Campeachy,  dispatched 
her  launch*  harge,  and  pinnace,  containing  64  ofiicers  and 
men,  under  the  conmiand  of  Lieutenant  John  Fleming, 
assisted  by  Lieutenant  Peter  John  Douglas,  Lieutenant 
of  marines  H.  B.  Mends,  and  Midshipmen  Cuthbert  Daly, 
John  Lamb,  C.  W.  Chalmers,  and  William  Hamilton,  ui 
s^earch  of  enemy's  vessels.  The  boats  did  not  arrive  where 
tlie  vesj^els  lay  until  4h.  a.m.  on  the  7th,  which  was  long  after 
the  moon  had  risen,  consequently  their  approach  had  been 
observed  and  every  preparation  for  defence  adopted  by  the 
Spaniards*  As  the  boats  pulled  in,  they  became  exposed  to 
the  fire  of  two  Spanish  brigs  of  war,  a  schooner,  and  seven 
gun-boats.  Lieutenant  Meming,  being  well  supported, 
dashed  on  and  boarded  the  nearest  brig,  and,  after  a  spirited 
resistance  of  ten  minutes,  carried  her.  The  prize  was  the 
Spanish  brig  Raposa,  mounting  12  guns,  with  swivels  and 
cohoms,  having  on  board  75  men.  Only  seven  of  the  Bri- 
tish were  wounded.  The  Raposa  had  four  men  killed  and 
26  wounded.  The  guns  of  the  Raposa  having  been  turned 
upon  the  Spanish  flotilla,  they  retired  in-shore,  leaving  the 
British  in  quiet  possession  of  the  prize.  Lieutenant  Dou- 
glas w^is  promoted  ;  but  Lieutenant  Fleming,  who  so  gal- 
lantly conducted  this  enterprise,  was  not  made  a  commander 
until  November,  1814,  just  three  years  after  Commander 
Douglas  had  attained  i)ost  rank. 

A  very  gallant  and  decisive  action  was  fought  off  San 
Domingo,  by  a  squadron  under  Vice-Admiml  Sir  John 
Duckworth,  with  a  French  squadron  under  LeisseigueB. 
In  the  month  of  December,  1805,  two  squadrons,  in  all 
eleven  sail  of  the  line  and  four  frigates,  sailed  from  Brest. 
They  separated  into  two  squadrons;  the  command  of  one 
being  vested  in  Rear- Admiral  Willaumez,  who  i)roceeded 
to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.   The  other  consisted  of — 

Cfun  Skip* 

,       J     ,  .  ,         rVice-Admiral  C.  U,  Leisseigoes, 
120   Imperial   ICaptain  Jdien  G.  Bigot, 
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Gun  <S%t>. 

80    Alexandre         Captain  P.  E.  Garreau, 

{Brave    Commodore  L.  M.  Cond^, 

Diom^de    Captain  J.  B.Henry, 

Jupiter  „  G.Laignd^ 

Frigates — Comfete  and  F^licit6.  Corvette — ^Diligente* 

Intel! iircnce  of  the  sailiniz;  of  these  squadrons  having 
reached  Vice- Admiral  Sir  John  Duckworth,  who,  ^^^th  a 
squadron,  was  blockading  Cadiz,  he  departed  in  pursuit, 
and  on  the  25th  and  26th  of  December  unsuccessfully 
chased  that  of  M.  Willaumez,  off  the  Cape  de  Verds ;  he 
then  proceeded  to  Barbadoes,  and  being  diere  joined  by 
Bear-Admiral  the  Hon.  A.  I.  Cochrane,  in  the  Northum- 
berland, and  the  Atlas,  Captain  Samuel  Pym,  liis  squadron 
consisted  of  the  under-mentioned  :— 

Gun  Ship. 

rVice- Ad.  Sir  JohnT.  Duckworth, 

Superb  <    K.G.  (white), 

LCaptain  Richard  Gk)odwin  Keats, 
f  Reiur-Ad.  Hon,  Alex.  I.  Cochrane 

Northumberland .  <     ( wh  ite) , 

LCaptaiu  John  Morrison, 
p  f  Rear- Adm.  Thos.  Louis  (white), 

"   ICaptain  I'rancis  William  Austin, 

{Spencer    „     Hon.  Robert  Stopford, 

Donegal    „     Pulteney  Malcolm, 

Adas    ,,     Samuel  Pym, 

64   Agamemnon   ...       „     Sir  Edward  Berry. 
Frigate  Acasta    „     Richard  D.  Dunn. 

The  IS-gun  brig  Kingfisher,  Captain  Nathaniel  Day 
Cochrane,  joined  at  Barbadoes,  on  the  3rd  of  February,  with 
intelligence  that  a  French  squadron  had  been  seen  steering 
for  San  Domingo,  and  the  whole  immediately  got  under- 
way, and  made  all  sail  in  quest  of  the  enemy.  The  brig 
Epervier,  Lieutenant  Thomas  Hisrginson,  joined  the  same 
day.  On  the  5th,  being  off  the  east  end  of  San  Domingo, 
the  36-g;un  frigate  Magicienne,  Captain  Adam  Mackenzie, 
joined  company  with  the  joyful  news  that  a  French  squa- 
dron was  at  anchor  oS  the  town  of  San  Domingo.  At 
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day-break»  on  the  6th  of  February,  die  British  squadron 

gained  a  sight  of  the  enemy. 

At7h.  30m.  A.M.,  observing  the  force  that  was  approach- 
ing-, the  French  ships>  t?ii])ped  their  cables  and  made  sail  to 

the  westward,  for  Cape  Nisao,  with  a  hght  air  of  wind  from 
the  northward,  and  formed  a  line  of  battle  thus : — Alexandre, 
Imperial,  Diom^de,  Jupiter,  and  Brave,  with  the  Felicite 
and  Com^te  frigates  and  Diligente  corvette  in-shore.  The 
British  ships,  being  more  off  the  land,  steered  a  course  to 
cross  the  leading  French  ship,  and  thereby  also  maintained 
a  steadier  breeze. 

At  8h.  A.M.  the  ships  of  the  British  squadron  were  in 
two  lines,  but  these  at  that  time  were  imperfectly  formed  ; 
the  weather  line  consisted  of  the  Superb,  Northumberland, 
Spencer,  and  Agamemnon,  and  the  lee  line  of  the  Canopus 
(nearly  abeam  of  the  Spencer),  Donegal,  and  Atlas  (the  lat- 
ter ftr  astern).  The  Acasta  and  Magicienne  frigates.  King- 
fisher and  Epervier  sloops,  were  to  windward  of  the  line- 
of-battle  ships.  Suuii  after  Sh.  the  distance  increased 
between  the  different  British  ships  by  the  inequality  in 
their  sailing,  and  the  Superb,  Northumberland,  and  Spen- 
cer were  in  close  order,  and,  having  a  fine  breeze,  were 
gaining  fast  on  the  enemy;  while  the  Agamemnon  had 
fallen  considerably  astern.  At  9h.  dOm.  the  enemy's  ships 
hoisted  their  colours,  and,  owing  to  the  wind  drawing  more 
aft,  freshening  also  considerably,  were  now  steering  with  it 
on  their  starboard  quarl.r. 

At  lOh.  lOni.  the  Superb,  baving  taken  in  her  studding- 
sails,  opened  a  fire  from  her  starboard  guns,  being  on  the 
larboard  quarter  of  the  Alexandre;  and,  in  a  few  minutes,  the 
Northumberland  also  coming  up,  engaged  the  Imperial.  In 
another  five  minutes  the  Spencer  being  close  on  die  North- 
umberland's weather  quarter,  joined  in  the  cannonade, 
making  the  Diomkle  her  more  immediate  opponent,  the 
ships  now  running  nearly  before  the  wind,  at  the  rate  of 
about  seven  knots  an  hour. 

After  the  third  broadside,  the  Alexandre  suddenly  hauled 
to  the  wind  on  the  larboard  tack,  and  succeeded  in  biffin!:^ 
across  the  bows  of  the  Superb,  leaving  the  Imperial  in 
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dose  action  with  the  Superb  and  Northumberland.  At  lOh. 
25m.  the  Alexandre,  being  now  to  the  southward,  gallantly 
attempted  to  pasB  between  the  Northumberland  and  Spen- 
cer, and  rejoin  the  Imperial  and  her  consorts,  from  whom 

she  was  separated ;  hut  the  Spencer,  pouring  in  a  raking 
fire,  the  Alexandre  wore,  and  the  Spencer,  hauling  up  on 
her  Rtarhoard  beam,  brought  her  to  close  action.  This 
change  of  position,  owing  to  the  smoke,  was  not  immediately 
perceived  by  the  Superb  and  Northumberland,  and  the 
Spencer,  in  oonaequenoe,  received  several  shot  from  their 
larboard  guns. 

The  Spencer  and  Alexandre  meanwhile  continued  closely 
engaged,  with  their  heads  to  the  southward,  while  the  re- 
maining ijhips  of  butli  squadrons  were  standing  to  the 
westward .  The  position  of  the  two  squadrons  at  this  period, 
after  mucii  patient  examination  of  the  logs  of  the  Superb, 
Northumberland,  and  Spencer,  we  are  enabled  to  illustrate 
by  a  diagram. 
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The  Northumberland  having  succeeded  in  shooting  ahead* 

gallantly  pushed  between  the  Superb  and  the  Imperial,  and 
for  a  lon^  time  received  from  the  latter  a  tremenciuii<  lire. 

At  pbmit  i()h.  .*>')m.  the  Caiioj)\is,  IciulinG:  the  Ice  roliiam, 

crossed  the  bow?^  of  the  Alexandre  and  JSpeacer,  and  ririiif^  a 
broadside  into  the  French  ship,  brought  down  her  already 
tottering  masts.  The  Donegal  also  fired  into  the  Alex- 
andre,  in  passing,  as  did  ti^e  Adas.  All  this  time  the 
Spencer  continued  warmly  engasred,  but  at  llh.  the  Alex- 
andre's lire  having  been  silenced,  aud  the  ship  being  wholly 
defenceless,  surrendered.  Without  waitinn^  to  take  pos- 
session of  a  beaten  enemy,  the  Spencer  wore  and  made  sail 
after  the  remaining  combatants.  The  Canopus,  after  firing 
her  broadside  at  the  Alexandre,  steered  for  the  Imperial 
and  DiomMe,  and  the  Donegal  and  Atlas  stood  towards  the 
Jupiter  and  Brave. 

The  Donegal,  at  about  lOh.  45m.,  fired  her  starboard 
broadside  into  the  Briive :  then  iuiijiig  round  under  her 
stern,  she  rani2;ed  up  on  the  French  ship's  starboard  side, 
and  brought  her  to  close  action.  After  about  half  an 
hour's  animated  cannonading,  tbeJirave  surrendered.  I'he  At- 
las, soon  after  the  Donegal  commenced  firing  upon  theBrave, 
brought  the  Jupiter  to  action ;  but,  in  obedience  to  the  sig- 
nal, of  the  admiral  to  attack  the  van  of  the  enemy,  made  sail 
after  the  Canopus.  Captain  Malcolm,  therefore,  observing 
the  Jupiter  without  an  opponent,  quitted  his  prize  and  pro- 
ceeded to  attack  that  ship.  After  bestowing  upon  her  a 
few  broadsides,  and  pcreeivin<^  the  inelFectual  resistance 
offered,  the  gallant  captain  determined  to  board,  and,  order- 
ing the  Donegal*s  helm  to  be  put  a-starboard,  she  was 
quickly  athwart  the  bows  of  the  Jupiter,  the  bowsprit  of 
tiie  latter  passing  over  the  Donegal's  larboard  quarter,  in 
which  position  it  was  secured  by  a  hawser.  The  remaining 
officers  and  crew  of  the  Jupiter,  finding  further  resist- 
ance of  no  avail,  surrendered,  without  much  opposition,  to 
a  party  of  men  headed  by  a  lieutenant  and  two  midshi])men 
who  iK'iirded  her.  Th^'  Acasta,  by  the  direction  of  CaptLiin 
Malcolm,  sliortly  afterwards  took  possession  of  the  ]>rave.* 

*  When  boarded  by  the  Acasta' s  first  lieutenant  only  one  of  the 
French  officers  (the  second  captain)  was  fomid  to  be  sober. 
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The  AtlaSj  at  aboat  llh.,  closed  the  ImpMal,  stOl  en- 
gaged by  the  Northumberland,  and,  after  firing  two  broad* 

sides  into  the  three-decker,  endeavoured  to  bear  up  under 
her  stem  to  rake  her ;  but,  at  this  moment,  the  tiller  of 
the  Atlas  becomiii^^  jaiuuicd,  by  a  shot  which  she  received 
from  the  Diom^de  into  her  starboard  quarter,  she  fell  oa 
board  the  Canopus,  but,  without  doing  any  material  damage 
to  that  ship,  carried  away  her  own  bowsprit.  Throwing  all 
aback,  the  Atlas  dropped  clear  of  tiie  Canopus,  and  beoune 
closely  engaged  with  the  Diom^de  for  about  ten  minutes, 
when  the  Spencer  came  up  and  joined  in  the  action. 

Hie  Imperial  had  hitherto  principally  been  engaged  hy 
tlie  Nortluimberland,  assisted  by  the  Superb,  Canopus,  and 
Atlas  ;  and  at  11  h.  30m.,  having  lost  her  main  and  mizen 
masts  by  their  united  fire,  hauled  towards  the  landj  then 
about  a  mile  distant,  on  her  starboard  bow.  The  Nor- 
thumberland, i^om  the  effects  of  the  three-decker's  fire,  was 
b^  this  time  so  crippled  as  to  be  unable  to  pursue,  and 
Sff  John  Duckworth,  deeming  it  unsafe  for  the  Superb  to 
stand  in-shorc,  li'iuled  oil  to  the  southward.  The  Cano- 
pus, however,  followed,  and  continued  to  lire  at  the  three- 
decker,  until  llh.  4Uin.  a.m.,  when  the  French  ship  struck 
with  such  \'iolence  that  her  three  masts  went  over  the  side. 
Shortly  afterwards  she  fired  a  gim  to  leeward,  in  token  of 
surrender*  The  main- mast  of  the  Northumberland  at 
about  the  same  time  fell  forward,  crushing  the  boats  and 
doing  great  damage. 

The  Spencer,  after  quitting  the  Alexandre,  crossed  the 
hows  of  the  iJioaiede,  which  latter,  shortly  afterwards,  fol- 
lowing the  exaTn])le  of  the  Imperial,  ran  on  shor  s  and,  at 
the  same  moment,  her  three  masts  went  over  the  side  ;  but 
she  continued  to  fire  occasionally  at  the  Canopus  and  Atlas. 
The  Agamemnon,  having  been  so  far  astern,  found  little 
or  nothing  to  do  when  she  arrived  up.  This  ship,  how- 
ever, received  some  shot  from  the  Imperial  and  DiomMe* 

Thus,  in  less  than  two  hours,  the  five  line-of-batde  ships 
were  cither  captured  or  driven  on  shore,  the  frigates  only 
escaping.  I'lie  Imperial  was,  without  doubt,  the  largest 
and  hnest  ship  in  tiie  world.  She  is  said  to  have  mea- 
sured 3,000  tons,  and  to  have  mounted  130  guns ;  36,  24» 
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and  18-pounders,  and  oG-pounck  r  (  nrronades,  and  had  17 
guns  of  a  side  on  the  lower,  middle,  aud  main  decks.  Her 
crew  amounted  to  not  less  than  1,200  men ;  of  which  num- 
ber the  French  accounts  state  her  loss  to  have  been  500  in 
killed  and  wounded.  The  other  captured  ships  suffered  in 
proportiony  so  that  their  united  loss  in  killed  and  wounded 
must  have  been  very  little  short  of  1,600  men.  The  Bri- 
tish ships,  with  the  exception  of  the  Northumberland,  Spen- 
cer, and  Donegal,  escaped  \y\th  little  coiiipiu  ative  loss,  the 
whole  of  which  was  as  iuliu\\  >  : — Superb,  six  men  killed;  and 
Lieutenant  Charles  Patriarch,  Messieurs  William  Picker- 
ing (master),  Charles  Wallington,  Thomas  Jackson^  Jossefb 
Bullen»  and  James  Willcox  (midshipmen),  and  50  men 
wounded.  Northumberland,  Mn  David  Ridgway  (midship- 
man) and  20  men  killed ;  and  Lieutenant  Geori^e  Francis 
Seymour,  Messieurs  William  Millard,  C,  W.  Selwyn,  Jere- 
miah Lawrence  (all  four  severely) ,  Henry  Stokes,  Charles 
Comer,  and  Philip  Peacock,  and  72  petty  officers,  seamen, 
and  marines  wounded.  Canopus,  eight  ofHcers  aud  men  killed 
and  22  wounded.  Spencer,  Martin  Gates  (boatswain),  14 
seamen,  and  three  marines  killed ;  and  Captain  Hon.  R, 
Stopford«  Lieutenant  James  Harris,  Lieutenant  (marines) 
James  Cuthbertson,  Mr.  William  Neame  (midshipman),  40 
seamen,  and  six  marines  wounded.  Donegal,  Mr.C.  H.  Ky- 
naston,  midshipman,  seven  seamen,  and  four  marines  killed; 
and  Mr.  John  Airey,  master,  Messieurs  William  Rudall, 
H.  Ogilvie,  and  Edward  Acton  (midshipmen),  twelve  sea- 
men and  marines  badly,  and  17  slightly,  wounded.  Atlas, 
eight  men  killed,  and  Mr.  William  Mowbray  (master), 
boatswain  (Stephen  Spargo),  and  nine  men  wounded. 
Agamemnon,  one  killed  and  13  wounded.  Total;  74  killed 
and  264  wounded. 

The  Northumberland  was  the  only  British  sliip  that  lost  a 
mast.  The  Donegal  lost  her  fore-yard,  and  the  Atlas  her 
bowsprit.  The  masts  and  rigging  of  most  of  the  ships 
were  much  damaged,  and  the  hulls  of  some,  especially  of  the 
Northumberland,  in  a  shattered  state. 

The  hull  of  the  Alexandre  was  so  battered,  that  it  was 
with  difficulty  she  could  be  kept  afloat.  The  Imperial 
and  DiomMe  were  lying  broadside  on  to  the  surf — ^the 
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74  about  200  yBtds  astern  of  the  tbree-decker,  and  both 

bilged  and  total  wrecks.  On  the  Sth,  the  Acasta  and  Ma- 
gicienne,  after  taking  out  the  captain  and  about  100 
men,  which  were  all  that  remained  on  hoard  the  Diomede, 
set  both  French  ships  on  fire.  The  crew  of  the  Imperial, 
and  the  greater  part  of  the  Diom^e's,  reached  the  shore 
and  escaped.  As  soon  as  the  two  most  disabled  of  the  three 
prizes  could  be  refitted.  Sir  John  Duckworth  proceeded 
with  them  to  Jamaica,  from  whence  the  least  Asabled  of 
the  French  ships,  with  the  Northumberland  and  Agamem- 
non, sailed  for  Barbiuloes. 

For  this  very  decisive  action,  Rear-Admiral  the  Hon.  A. 
I.  Cochrane  was  invested  with  the  order  of  the  Bath,  and 
Reai;- Admiral  Louis  created  a  baronet.  Captain  Cochrane, 
who  was  the  bearer  of  the  despatches  to  England^  was  made 
a  post  captain,  the  first  lieutenant  of  each  flag-ship  was 
posted,  the  second  lieutenants,  and  the  first  of  the  other  four 
ships,  made  commanders,  and  the  thanks  of  both  Houses  of 
Faiiiament  voted  on  the  occasion. 

On  the  13th  of  March,  at  3h.  a.m.,  in  lat.  26°  N.,  long. 
29°30'W.,  a  British  squadron,  consistini^  of  the  98-gun 
ship  lionclon.  Captain  Sir  Harry  Neale ;  80-gun  ship  Fou- 
droyant.  Captain  John  Chambers  White ;  and  38-gun  fri- 
gate Amazon,  Captain  William  Parker,  under  the  com* 
mand  of  Vice-Admiral  Sir  John  Borlase  Warren,  whose 
flag  was  in  the  Foudroyant,  while  steering  south-east,  came 
in  sight  of  two  large  sail  on  the  lee-heara.  The  London, 
being  at  some  distance  to  leeward,  and  astern  of  her  com- 
panions, was  the  first  to  discover  the  strangers,  and  imme- 
diately wore  and  bore  up  in  chase,  making  signals  to  the 
admiral  with  false  fires  and  blue  lights.  At  5h.  30m.  the 
London  got  alongside  the  stranger,  which  was  the  French 
74-gun  ship  Marengo,  and  commenced  a  close  and  vigor- 
ous cannonade*  At  6h.  the  Marengo  made  sail  ahead,  and 
at  6h.  15m.  her  consort,  the  40-gun  frigate  BeUe  Poule, 
gallantly  joined  in  engaging  the  British  ship.  The  Ama- 
zon, at  7h.,  arrived  up,  and  commenced  engaging  the  Belle 
Poule,  leaving  the  London  to  continue  her  chase  and  run- 
ning light  with  the  Marengo.  The  action  lasted  till  lOh. 
2om.,  when  the  two  French  ships  surrendered. 
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The  loss  on  board  the  London  amounted  to  Mr.  Vv  illiam 
liookc,  midshipman,  and  nine  seamen  and  marines  killed ; 
and  Lieutenant  William  Faddy  (dangerously),  Mr.  Thomas 
W.  Watson^  midshipman,  and  20  men  wounded.  The  Lon- 
don's masts  and  rigging  suffered  considerably.  The  Ama^ 
zon  had  her  first  Ueutenant,  Richard  Seymour,  Lieutenant 
(marines)  Edward  Prior,  and  two  men  killed,  and  five  men 
wounded.  The  Marengo  had  63  men  killed  and  82 
wounded  ;  among  the  latter  her  admiral,  AL  Linois,  aud  his 
son,  severely ;  and  Captain  ^'rignaud,  with  the  loiss  of  his 
right  arm.  The  Belle  Poule  had  six  men  killed  and  34 
wounded. 

On  the  2l8t  of  March,  the  hired  armed  16-gun  brig  Col- 
poys,  with  a  crew  of  21  men  and  boys  only,  commanded 
by  Lieutenant  Thomas  Ussher,  chased  into  the  harbour  of 

AviUas,  on  the  coast  of  Spain,  three  Spanish  luggers,  which 
took  shelter  under  a  (j-gun  battery.  The  Colpoys  fol- 
lowed them ;  but  just  as  she  got  within  range  of  the  bat- 
tery it  fell  calm.  Lieutenant  U^^^her  tlu  ii  manned  two 
boats,  taking  the  command  of  them  himself,  with  which  he 
proceeded  to  tV  e  attack  of  the  luggers.  The  boat  in  which 
Lieutenant  Ussher  was  out-pulled  the  other,  and,  without 
waiting  for  her  to  dose.  Lieutenant  Ussher  boarded  and 
carried  the  three  vessels  in  succession ;  the  crews,  with  the 
exception  of  13  men,  quitted  the  vessels  on  his  approach. 
The  second  boat  then  came  uji  and  assisted  in  towing  off 
tlie  prizes.  Two  of  the  luggers  mounted  two  guns  each.  In 
performing  this  dashing  exploit  only  two  men  were  wounded. 

On  the  24th  of  March,  at  Ih.  p.m.,  Cape  Roxo,  Porto 
Bioo,  bearing  north,  distant  about  40  miles,  the  British  18- 
gun  sloop  Reindeer,  Captain  John  Fyffe,  while  standing 
on  the  starboard  tack,  with  the  wind  from  the  south-east, 
discovered  two  men-of-war  brigs  to  windward.  At  Ih. 
4i  ni.,  the  Reindeer,  having  made  sail  after  the  strangers, 
perceived  them  to  be  enemy's  cruizers.  They  were,  in  fact, 
the  French  national  IG-gun  brigs  Phaeton  and  Voltigenr, 
liieutenants  Saulce  and  Cricq.  The  Voltigeur,  having 
Steered  for  the  bow  of  the  Reindeer,  at  2h.  p.m.,  hoisted 
her  colours^  and^  in  passing  to  leeward,  fired  her  broadside 
at  the  Reindeer ;  while  the  Phaeton,  bearing  a  commodore's 
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pendant*  continued  her  course  on  a  wind.  Captain  FySe, 
deeming  the  latter  the  most  eligible  opponent,  tacked  the 

Reindeer,  and  crossing  the  Phaeton,  opened  her  lire,  which 
was  returned  by  the  French  brig.  The  Reindeer  and  two 
brigs  continued  tacking  and  exchanging  broadsides  until 
dark,  when  the  British  vessel,  having  her  sails  and  rigging 
much  damaged,  was  unable  to  tack  for  nearly  a  quarter  of 
an  hour.  In  the  meantime  the  French  brigs  made  off»  and 
at  7h.  P.M.,  when  the  Reindeer  tacked  to  renew  the  engage- 
ment, had  disappeared.  The  Reindeer  met  widi  no  loss  in 
this  encounter  with  a  force  so  superior. 

On  the  26th  of  Mjirch,  in  the  forenoon,  the  ijntish  36- 
gun  frigate  Piqne,  Captain  Charlca  B.  H.  Ross,  while  cross- 
ing from  St.  iJomingo  to  Curaroa,  fell  in  vnth  and  chased 
the  two  brigs  above  mentioned*  and  at  Ih.  p.m.  opened  fire 
upon  them.  At  2h.,  by  her  superior  sailing,  the  Pique 
brought  the  brigs  to  dose  action,  and  after  the  firing  had 
continued  twenty  minutes,  the  Phaeton,  having  had  her  gaff- 
halliards  shot  away,  fell  on  board  the  Pique.  In  an  instant. 
Lieutenants  William  Ward  and  Philip  H.  jjaker,  Mr.  John 
Thompson  (master),  and  Lieutenant  Henry  Craig,  of  the 
marines,  together  with  '25  seaincu  and  marines,  jumped  on 
the  deck  of  the  brig,  and  the  Pique,  sheering  oif  irom  the 
Phaeton,  made  sail  after  the  Voltigeur,  then  endeavouring 
to  get  away.  But  no  sooner  had  the  boarders  stei^ied  on 
the  Phaeton's  deck  than  a  large  body  of  men  rushed  firom 
under  the  fore  and  aft  main-sail,  and  opened  a  very  de- 
structive fire,  kininii'  tlie  master,  Mr.  Thompson,  and  eight 
seamen  ;  and  ^vo  an  ding  Lieuteiumts  Ward,  Baker,  and 
Craig,  and  11  iearneu  and  ijiririnc-.  The  Pique,  observing 
the  struggle,  threw  all  aback,  and  sent  a  reinforcement  to 
the  assistance  of  the  boarders,  which,  together  with  the  sur- 
vivors, in  a  very  few  minutes,  compelled  tbe  French  crew  to 
ciy  for  quarter.  Having  again  made  sail,  thePique  overtook 
the  Voltigeur,  which  vessd  surrendered  without  further  re- 
sistance. On  board  the  Pique  only  one  man  was  wounded. 
The  Phaeton  and  Voltigeur  were  added  to  the  British  navy, 
under  the  names  of  Mi^rnonne  and  Musette. 

A  few  days  previous  to  the  capture  of  the  brigs.  Lieutenant 
Ward,  in  the  Pique's  gig,  and  Mr.  John  £veldgh»  midship- 
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men,  m  the  yawl,  gallantly  boarded,  and,  after  a  smart  re- 
sistance, but  without  loss,  succeeded  in  capturing,  off  Ocoe 

Bay,  San  Domingo,  the  Spanish  schooner  Claia,  of  one 

long  .9 -pounder  and  28  men . 

On  the  28th  of  March,  the  French  18-gun  (  i  vette 
N^arque  was  captured,  after  a  long  chase,  off  the  Gl^nans, 
by  the  British  d8-gun  fiigate  Niobe,  Captain  John  W. 
Lonng. 

On  the  3i\l  of  April,  tlic  British  3G-giui  frigate  Ileiiom- 
m^e,  Captain  Sir  Thomas  Livingstone,  and  IS-ann  brig 
Nautilus,  Captain  Edmund  Palmer,  were  driven  from  before 
Carthagena,  by  a  Spanish  squadron,  consisting  of  two  ships 
of  the  line  and  a  frigate,  while  a  brig,  having  under  her 
protection  a  convoy  of  coasters,  with  a  fresh  easterly 
breeze,  ran  down  along  shore  to  the  westward.   The  Re- 

nomm^e  havinsr,  in  tlie  evening,  disttuiccd  the  Spiaush 
squadron,  Captuiu  Livingstone,  after  di^jtitching  the 
Nautilus  to  Lord  GoUingwood,  made  sail  towards  Cape  de 
Gata,  in  the  hope  of  cutting  off  the  Spanish  brig,  and  on 
the  4th,  at  2h.  a.m.,  the  latter  was  discovered  at  anchor 
under  the  Fort  Callartes.  The  frigate  was  delayed  by 
baffling  winds  in  her  approach  to  the  shore ;  but  on  arriving 
up,  the  frigate's  fire  soon  silenced  the  brig,  and  cut  asunder 
the  hawser  by  which  she  was  warping  herself  on  shore, 
after  which  her  colours  were  hauled  down.    The  prize 

proYcd  to  be  the  Spanish  l<S-oTin  hriix  of  vrar  ^'iuilrmte, 

having  a  crew  of  109  men,  and  at  dh.  30m.  a.m.  of  the  4th 
she  was  brought  off.  The  Renomm^  sustained  very  little 
damage,  and  had  only  two  men  wounded.  The  Vigilante 
had  one  man  killed  and  three  wounded,  and  her  main- 
mast fell  soon  after  her  surrender.  She  was  added  to  the 
British  iiavy,  under  the  name  of  Spider. 

On  the  5th  of  April,  a  little  after  dariv,  the  boats  of  the 
32-gun  frigate  Pallas,  Captain  Lord  Cochrane  (which  ship 
was  anchored  near  the  Cordouan  shoal),  under  the  orders 
of  Lieutenant  John  Hansell,  assisted  by  Mr.  James  Suther- 
land, master,  and  Midshipmen  Edward  Perkyns,  John 
Charles  Crawford,  and  W.  A.  Thompson,  proceeded  to  the 
attack  of  two  corvettes,  Ij  ing  twenty  miles  above  the 
shoals,    under  two  hea\y  batteries.    At  oh.  a.m.  on  the 
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6th  the  British  party  boarded,  and  carried  the  brig 
Ta})iiueusc  (of  fourteen  long  8-poun(lers  and  95  men),  in 
spite  of  a  determined  resistance.  Tlic  strength  of  the  tide 
prevented  the  boats  from  ascending  the  river  Gironde  after 
the  other  hng,  but  at  day^break  the  Tapageuse  was  under 
sail.  The  ahurm  was  immediately  given,  and  the  consort 
of  the  captured  brig  followed  and  engaged  her ;  but  after 
an  hour's  firing,  was  compelled  to  sheer  off.   Three  seamen 

belonging  to  the  Jiritish  boats  were  WouuLlcd,  one  with  the 
loss  of  butli  arms.  On  the  same  mornins^,  while  the 
Pallas  was  waiting  the  return  of  her  boats,  two  armed  ships 
and  a  brig  were  observed  coming  down  towards  the  Pallas, 
which  ship  immediately  weighed,  and  chased  and  drove  all 
three  vessels  on  shore.  These  were  the  20- gun  corvettes 
Garonne  and  Gloire«  and  the  1 6-gun  brig  Malicieuse.  The 
masts  of  all  three  vessels  shortly  afterwards  went  by  the 
board,  and  their  hulls  were  covered  with  the  spray. 

On  the  17th  of  April,  at  2h.  p.m.,  the  British  36-enin 
frigate  Sinus,  Captain  Wilham  Prowse,  while  on  a  cruize 
six  or  seven  leagues  to  the  westward  of  Civita-Vecchia, 
gained  intelligence  of  a  flotilla  which  was  to  sail  that 
morning  for  Naples.    The  Sinus,  therefore,  proceeded  in 
that  direction,  and  at  4h.  1dm*  p.m.  discovered  the  enemy, 
consisting  of  the  French  corvette  Berg&re,  of  18  long  Im- 
pounders, and  one  36-pounder  brass  carronade,  with  139 
men,  Commodore  Duclos  ;  brigs,  Abeille,  of  18  long  8* 
pounders,  and  two  brass  36-pounder  carroriiuk  s,  and  160 
men;  Legere  and  Janus,  of  1^  lom^  8-pounders  each; 
Bombard  Victoire,  of  12  long  iS-pounders,  and  two  heavy 
mortars ;  cutter  Gauloise,  and  gun  ketches  Jalouse,  GrentiUe, 
and  Froven^ale,  each  having  four  long  4-poundeT8,  and  one 
36*>pounder  brass  carronade,  making  in  all  97  guns.  The 
Sirius  closed  with  the  flotilla  soon  after  sunset,  the  vessels  of 
which  were  formed  in  compact  order,  within  two  leagues 
of  the  moutli  of  the  Tiber,  and  lying  to  near  a  dangerous 
ghoal,  awaiting  the  attack.    At  7h.  p.m.  the  Siriui?,  ha\nng 
arrived  within  pistol-shot,  opened  her  lire,  and  continued 
closely  engaged  for  two  hours ;  at  the  end  of  which  time, 
the  Berg^re  hailed  to  say  that  she  had  surrendered. 
Although  several  of  the  remaining  vessels  were  silenced,  the 
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Sirius  was  so  mucli  cut  up,  as  to  be  unable  to  pursue  tiiein  : 
her  loss  amounted  to  Mr.  William  Adair,  master's  mate, 
five  seamen,  and  three  mnrmes  killed  ;  and  Acting* 
master  James  Brett,  and  Messieurs  John  Robinson  and 
Meyricke  Lloyd,  midshipmen,  12  seamen,  and  five  marines 
woimded. 

On  the  12  Ui  of  May,  the  British  frigates  Indefatigable 
and  Pailas,  Captains  .loliri  Tremayne  Rodd  and  Lord 
Cochrane,  with  the  10  i;nn  corvette  Kingfisher,  Captain 
George  Francis  Seymour,  while  watching  the  French 
squadron,  in  the  roads  of  Aix,  being  perceived  by  the 
flench  admiral,  two  frigates  and  three  brigs  were  ordered 

to  get  underway  and  stand  out  to  attack  them.  At  2h.  p.m. 
the  two  British  frigates  were  fired  at  by  the  lighthouse 

battery  on  the  island  of  Aix,  but  at  3h.,  being  close  under 
the  batteries,  tacked  and  stood  out  to  sea  ;  probably  hoping 
by  these  means  to  draw  the  enemy  off  the  land.  This, 
however,  not  succeeding,  the  Pallas  (the  adventurous  dis- 
position of  whose  captain  has  already  been  repeatedly 
noticed)  proceeded  in-shore,  on  the  14th,  alone ;  and  at 
lOh.  dOm.  A.M.,  having  arrived  within  two  miles  of  the 
battery  of  Aix,  shortened  sail  to  the  topsails,  braving  tlie 
hea\y  frigates  in  the  roads.  This  had  the  desired  effect,  as 
shortly  afterwards  the  40-guii  frigate  Minerva  and  tliree 
brigs  were  observed  coming  out,  with  studding-sails  and 
royals  set,  no  doubt  expecting  to  make  an  easy  prey  of  the 
hardy  intruder.  The  Pallas,  though  only  a  small  12- 
pounder  frigate,  patiently  awaited  the  approach  of  her  ene- 
mies, and  the  Minerva  and  her  three  consorts  having  arrived 
within  point-blank  range,  she  opened  an  admirably  directed 
fire  upon  theni.  The  main- topsail  yard  of  one  of  the  brigs 
came  down,  and  the  Minerva  sustained  much  damage  to  her 
sails  and  rigging.  The  British  frigate  received  in  return 
a  file  from  the  frigates,  and  also  from  the  batteries,  then 
hauled  on  board  her  fore  and  main  tacks,  endeavouring  to 
cross  the  bows  of  the  Minerva,  and  get  to  windward  of  her, 
and  this,  after  much  excellent  seamanship  and  good  pilotage 
amongst  the  various  dangerous  shoals,  was  at  Ih.  p.m. 
effected,  and  the  Pallas  then  opened  upon  herprincipal  adver- 
sary a  close  camiouade  from  to  vv iadward.    After  engaging 
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a  short  time,  the  Minerva's  fire  began  to  dacken,  and  Lord 

Cochrane,  with  the  view  of  preventing  the  frigate's  retreat, 
gallantly  determined  on  a  trial  of  his  favourite  scheme  of 
board  in  p'.  he  helm  of  the  Pallas  was  accordingly  put 
a-weather,  and  she  ran  the  Minerva  on  board.  The 
collision  brought  down  the  fore-topmast  of  the  Pallas* 
carried  away  the  jib-boom*  fore  and  main  topsail  yards, 
spritsail  yard*  bumpkin*  cat-head*  chain  plates  of  the  fore- 
i^gg^i^g'  and  the  bower  anchor  was  torn  from  her  bows. 
The  two  ships  then  separated  before  an  opportunity  of 
gaining  the  deserted  decks  of  the  Minerva  was  effected ; 
but  the  capture  would  in  all  probability  have  tiikcn  place, 
had  not  the  French  adniiral,  seeing  the  disa])led  state  uf  the 
Minerva,  dispatched  two  other  frigates  to  her  assistance. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  Pallas  got  her  head  off  shore* 
and  meeting  the  Kingfisher*  was  taken  in  tow  by  her. 
The  kms  on  board  the  Pallas*  out  of  her  crew  of  214  men 
and  boys,  was  one  marine  killed,  and  Midshipman  WOliam 
Andrews  (severely)  and  four  seamen  wounded.  The 
Minerva,  whose  crew  amounted  to  330  men  and  boys,  had, 
as  acknowledged  by  her  officers,  sevenkilled  and  14  wounded ; 
but  this  number  was  doubtless  trebled.  The  Pallas  was 
a  ship  of  667  tons  only,  and  mounted  26  long  12-pounder8 
on  the  main  deck,  and  12  carronades,  24-pounders,  on  the 
quarter  deck  and  forecastle ;  total*  38  guns.  The  Minerva 
was  a  fine  new  frigate  of  1*100  tons*  and  when  afterwards 
captured  by  the  British,  was  found  to  mount  28  long 
18-pounders  on  the  main  deck,  and  four  long  8-pounclers 
and  12  carronades,  36-pounders,  on  the  quarter  deck  and 
forecastle;  total,  44  guns.  The  gallant]^  of  this  exploit 
requires  no  comment. 

On  the  27th  of  May*  the  French  national  16-gmi  brig 
Diligente  was  captured  in  the  West  Indies  without  resist- 
ance* after  a  chase  of  fort} -eight  hours*  by  the  British  18* 
gun  corvette  Renard,  Captain  Jeremiah  Coghlan. 

On  the  21st  of  June,  at  7h.  30m.  a.m.,  the  outward- 
bound  East  India  Company's  ship  Warren  Hastiness,  while 
in  latitude  26°  south,  running-  down  the  north-east  trades, 
was  chased  by  the  French  national  40-gun  frigate  Pi^on- 
taise^  Captain  Jacques  Epron.   The  Warren  Hastings*  at 
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lOh.  A.Bi.,  hoisted  her  culuurs  and  made  the  private  signal, 
but  which  was  not  noticed  by  the  Pieinontaise,  although  the 
latter  had  English  colours  flying.  At  llh.  the  British  ship 
shortened  sail,  and  cleared  for  action,  and  at  noon  the  Pi6- 
montaise,  having  taken  in  her  studding  sails,  substituted 
f^rench  for  British  colours.  At  Ih.  20m,  p.m.«  the  Pi6mon- 
taise.  sailing  about  two  feet  to  one  of  the  Wairen  Hastings, 
ran  to  leeward,  and  opened  her  fire  upon  the  larboard  quar- 
ter of  the  British  ship  within  musket-shot,  whicli  iire  the 
Warren  Hastings  gallantly  returned,  as  soon  as  her  guns 
would  bear.  After  firing  in  this  manner  for  about  twenty 
minutes,  the  frigate  made  sail  and  passed  ahead,  but, 
owing  to  the  fresh  wind  blowing,  having  done  little  da<* 
mage  to  the  Hastings,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  shot 
through  her  sails.  Afiber  standing  on  for  some  short  time, 
the  Pi^moutaise  tacked,  and,  passing  close  to  kcwurtl 
of  her  antagonist,  gave  and  received  a  smart  fire,  which 
woimded  the  Iiuiiaman's  foremast,  rut  away  the  larboard 
fore-shrouds,  fore  topsail- tie,  and  much  of  the  running  rig- 
ging. The  ensign  also  was  shot  away,  but  was  quickly  re- 
plaiMd  by  another  at  the  main-topmast  head.  The  Fi^- 
montaise  again  hove  about,  and  her  third  attack  so  crip- 
pled the  foremast  of  the  Hastings,  that  it  was  dangerous 
to  carry  any  sail  upon  it.  Having  a  second  time  tacked 
ahead  of  the  Hastings,  tlie  Piemontaise  renewed  her  Are, 
which  was  returned  with  great  spirit  by  her  opponent, 
who,  in  this  fourth  attack,  had  her  fore  and  main  masts  shot 
through  and  some  of  her  guns  dismounted.  While  in  this 
disabled  state,  with  only  the  main-topsail  set,  the  Piemon- 
taise made  a  fifth  attack  on  the  British  ship,  and  by  her 
heavy  fire  shot  away  the  mizen-mast  of  the  Hastings, 
which,  foiling  forward,  rendered  useless  most  of  the  guns 
on  tlie  upper  deck.  In  this  helpless  situation,  no  other 
course  remained  to  the  nobly-defended  ship  than  to  sur- 
render; and  the  Briti^ii  colours  were  accordingly  hauled 
down.  Her  loss,  out  of  a  crew  of  130  men,  amounted  to 
Mr.  John  Edwick,  purser,  and  six  men  killed ;  her  first, 
third,  and  sixth  mates  (James  Cockwell,  Edward  Davies, 
and  William  Hope),  Mr.  James  Greville,  surgeon's  mate, 
and  nine  seamen  wounded*  The  loss  of  the  Piemontaise 
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amounted  to  seven  men  killed  and  five  wounded.  Her 

rigging  and  sails  were  much  cut  up. 

To  institute  any  thing  like  a  comparison  in  reference  to 
the  relative  powers  of  offence  nm\  defence,  possessed  by 
these  two  ships,  would  be  wliolly  uacle.-?s.  A  reiercncc  to 
the  account  given  of  the  India  Hcet,  under  Commodore 
Dance  (which  holds  equally  good  in  the  case  of  the  War- 
ren Hastings)^  will  shew  that  to  resist  an  1 8-pounder  frigate 
was  little  short  of  rashness.  However,  the  gallantry  of 
Captain  Larkins,  his  officers  and  crew»  was  extreme ;  and 
had  they  at  the  commencement  succeeded  by  some  fortu- 
nate shot  in  kuockinsT  a'w  a\  a  topmast,  or  cri])})ling  a  lower 
mast,  the  Warren  H;istinij;s  would,  in  all  probabihty,  have 
escaped ;  but  in  the  absence  of  any  such  contingency,  resist- 
ance could  be  of  no  avail.  SufHce  it  to  say,  that  the  action 
was  one  highly  honourable  to  British  sailors,  and  to  Captain 
Larkins  and  the  East-India  Compan/s  service  in  particular. 

The  dismasted  state  of  the  Warren  Hastings,  and  the 
heavy  sea  running  at  the  time  of  her  surrender,  caused 
her  to  fall  otf  before  the  wand,  and  from  want  of  attention 
on  board  the  Piemoutaise,  she  fell  on  l)oard  that  ship, 
with  R  force  which  peeraed  to  endanger  both.  A  party  of 
Frenchmen,  headed  by  the  first-heutenant^  Charles  Moreau, 
then  rushed  on  the  British  ship's  deck,  armed  more  like 
pirates  dian  national  seamen,  threatening  the  lives  of  all  on 
board.  Captain  Larkins  was  dragged  about  the  decks, 
and  Lieutenant  Moreau,  accusing  lum  of  intentionally  run- 
ning foul  of  the  frigate,  in  order  to  cripple  her  masts, 
stabbed  liim  in  the  right  side  with  a  poignard,  whic  h  })assed 
through  the  right  lobe  of  the  Uver,  and  occasioned  so  great 
a  flow  of  blood  that  Captain  Larkins  fainted.  Three  of  the 
oflicers,  unresisting,  were  also  stabbed  in  cold  blood  by  the 
Frenchmen  ;  but  it  is  only  justice  to  Captain  Epron,  Acting 
Lieutenant  Baudin,  and  some  other  of  tiie  officers,  to  state 
that  they  did  their  utmost  to  restrain  the  drunken  fury  of 
the  monster  Moreau  and  his  men,  and  to  render  Captain 
Larkins  and  the  survivors  of  his  crew  every  possible  atten- 
tion. The  Pi^montaise,  with  her  prize,  arrived  at  the  Isle 
of  France  on  the  4th  of  July. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  the  French  34-gun  frigate  privateer 


Digiii^cu  L^y  Google 


I 

1806.]  THB  BBITI8H  NAVY.  173 

I 

BeHone,  Captain  Jacques Perroud,  whose  success  as  a  cruizer 

had  been  very  great,  wa.^  captured  off  Ceylon,  after  a 
long  chase  and  a  running  light  of  near  two  hoars'  duration, 
by  the  74-gim  ship  Powerful,  Captain  Robert  Plampin. 
The  Bellone,  when  first  seen,  was  pursuing  the  16-gun 
corvette  Rattlesnake,  Captain  John  Bastard.  The  Power- 
fill  had  two  men  killed  and  eleven  wounded  by  the  fire  of 
the  privateer*  and  the  Bellone  only  one  man  killed  and 
six  wounded.  The  prize  was  added  to  the  British  navy,  as 
a  2S-gun  frigate,  under  the  name  of  lilauchc. 

Intelligence  having  been  received  by  Commodore  Sir 
Samuel  Hood  (who,  in  command  of  a  squadron  of  six  sail  of 
the  line  and  a  frigate,  was  cruizing  off  Rochefort)  that  a 
French  convoy,  laden  with  stores  for  the  fleet  at  Brest*  was 
about  to  sail  from  Verdon  roads,  under  the  protection  of  two 
corvettes,  he  determined  to  give  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
squadron  an  opportunity  of  cutting  them  out  in  the  boats. 
A  boat  from  each  line-of-battle  ship  was  accordingly  se- 
lected, and  sent  to  the  32-gun  frigate  Iris,  which  ship  im- 
mediately proceeded  with  them  off  the  Gironde,  where  she 
joined  the  44 -gun  frigate  Indefatigable,  Captain  John  Tre* 
maine  Rodd.  The  six  boats  were  commanded  as  follows : 
— Centaur's,  Lieutenant  Edward  R.  Sibly  (the  senior  offi* 
cer) ;  Conqueror's,  Lieutenant  George  Fitzmaurice;  Prince 
of  Wales's,  Lieutenant  John  Francis ;  Revenge's,  Lieute- 
nant Charles  Manners ;  Polyphcmus's,  not  named ;  and 
Monarch's,  Lieutenant  Dalhousie  Tait.  To  these  were 
added  three  boats  from  the  Indefatigable,  commanded  by 
Lieutenants  Thomas;  Parker,  Thomas  Arscott,  and  Kalph 
Shepperdson,  as  well  as  three  from  the  Im,  whose  officers 
are  not  named  in  the  despatch* 

On  the  night  of  the  15th  of  July,  the  twelve  boats 
quitted  the  Indeiatigable  on  their  perilous  undertaking,  and 
proceeded  tu  the  mouth  of  the  Giroudc.  The  ])()atb  had  to 
pull  against  a  strong  lieau-wind,  notwithstanding  which 
they  succeeded  in  reaching  Verdon  roads  at  midnight.  The 
first  object  of  attack  was  the  French  16-gun  brig  Ciesar, 
which  Lieutenant  Sibly  gallantly  attempted  to  board ;  but, 
while  in  the  act  of  cutting  away  the  boarding-netting,  he  was 
wounded  by  a  pike  and  sabre  in  the  side*  arm*  and  face. 
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The  brig  was^  however^  boarded^  and  carried,  after  a  very 
gallant  defences  her  commander,  M.  Fourr^,  being  among 
the  killed.  The  other  brig,  which  was  the  Teazer  (bte  Bri- 
tish), of  14  guns,  slipped  her  cable,  and  escdpud  by  run- 
ning higher  up  the  river.  The  convoy  followed  her  ex- 
ample, and  also  escaped.  The  Caesar,  although  exposed  fur 
some  time  to  the  lire  of  the  batteries  on  both  sides  of  the 
river's  mouth,  was,  umhr  the  direction  of  Lieutenant  Par- 
ker, worked  out,  and  joined  the  two  Ungates  in  the  o£Sng* 
This  trophy  was  dearly  purchased:  Lieutenant  Charlai 
Mamiers,  Mr.  Thomas  Helpman,  master's  mate,  and 
seven  seamen  were  killed ;  and  Lieutenants  Sibly  and  Tait 
(both  badly),  and  Parker  and  Sliepperdson,  Mr.  Thomas 
MuUms,  master's  mate,  and  34  seamen  and  marines 
wounded.  Mr.  Thomas  Blackstone,  midshipman,  and  19 
seamen  and  marines  of  the  Revenge,  were  made  prisoners, 
theur  boat  having  been  struck  by  a  shot,  which  would  have 
sunk  her  had  it  not  been  for  diie  proximity  of  the  shore. 
Lieutenant  Sibly  was  promoted  to  tiie  rank  of  commander, 
on  account  of  his  gallant  services  on  this  occasion. 

InteUigcnce  ha\dng  reached  the  Admiralty,  that  three 
French  frigates  had  been  cruizing  in  the  northern  seas,  and 
doinsT  much  iniurv  amoiii^-t  the  Greenland  fisheries,  direc- 
tions  were  given  for  the  frigates  Phoebe  and  Thames,  Cap- 
tains James  Oswald  and  Bridges  W.  Taylor,  lying  in  Leith 
roads,  to  proceed  off  the  Shetland  Islands,  in  tiie  hope  of 
intercepting  their  return.  Captain  Thomas  Lavie,  in  the 
38-gun  frigate  Blanche,  then  in  the  Downs*  was  also  ordered 
by  the  Admiralty  to  proceed  thither,  and  take  the  above- 
named  ships  under  his  orders.  The  Phccbe  and  Thames 
proceeded  in  the  execution  of  their  orders  ;  but  on  arriving 
at  the  appointed  rendezvous,  having  ascertained  that  one 
of  the  French  frigates  had  parted  from  her  companions, 
they  quitted  the  station,  and  on  the  1 3  th,  when  the  Blanche 
arriv^  at  the  rendezvous,  were  not  to  be  found.  Captain 
Lavie  shortly  afterwards  received  information  that  a  French 
frigate  had  been  seen  alone  off  the  Faro  Islands,  where  she 
had  been  committini;  i^rcat  depredations,  and  bavhiii  pro- 
ceeded in  search  of  her,  on  the  18th,  at  lOh.  3()ni.  a.m., 
descried  a  large  ship  bearing  north-east.    The  stranger 
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tlius  seen  was  the  rrcncb  18-poundcr  40-guri  fri irate 
Giierriere,  Captain  Hubert,  and  was  standing  on  a  w  ind 
towards  the  Blanche,  whicb  she  continued  to  do  with  a 
light  breeze,  until  dh.  p.m.»  when,  as  if  discoTering  that 
the  Blanche  was  not  one  of  her  companions,  ^hc  bore  up, 
and  made  all  sail  away.  The  superior  sailing  of  the 
Blanche,  caused  her  to  gain  rapidly  in  the  pursuit,  and,  at  a 
little  past  midnight,  the  British  friirate  opened  her  fire  upon 

tlie  Guerricre,  into  which  she  |juured  two  broadsides  before 
her  antagonist  returned  a  shot.  A  close  action  then  com- 
menced, whicb  continued  until  Ih.  30m.  a.m.  on  the  19th, 
when  the  Gueiri^re,  having  lost  her  mizen  topmast,  hauled 

down  her  colours. 

On  board  the  Blanche  no  one  was  killed,  and  Lieutenant 
Robert  Bastin  and  three  marines  were  all  the  wounded, 

and  these  by  musketry.  Most  of  the  Guerriere's  masts 
were  badly  wounded,  and  her  liull  much  shattered  ;  her 
loss  amounted  to  20  men  killed  and  30  wounck^d.  The 
force  of  the  two  ships  was,  as  nearly  as  possible,  equal ;  but 
a  InigQ  number  of  the  crew  of  the  French  frigate  were  at 
the  time  sick,  and  unable  to  go  to  their  quarters,  which 
must  account  for  the  trifling  loss  sustained  by  the  Blanche ; 
but,  upon  the  whole,  this  action  confers  great  credit  upon 
Captain  Lavie,  his  officers  and  ship's  company,  whose  good 
discipline  brought  it  to  so  speedy  a  termination.  The 
Guerriere  became  a  valuable  acquisition  to  the  British  navy 
as  a  oS-gun  frigate.  Captain  Lavie  received  the  honour 
of  knighthood. 

On  the  25th  of  July,  in  the  evening,  as  the  32-gun 
frigate  Greyhound,  Captaui  Edward  £lphinstone,  and  18* 
gun  brig  Harrier,  Captain  Thomas  l^ubridge,  were  cruiz- 
ing in  tibe  Java  seas,  four  sail  were  seen  passing  through 
the  Straits  of  Salayer,  which  were  chased  until  9h.  p.m., 
when  the  strangers  hove-to.  Observing  that  one  of  the 
strangers  was  a  large  two-decked  shi]\  the  Greyhound  and 
Harrier  also  hove-to  during  the  night,  about  two  miles  to 
windward  of  the  squadron;  and,  as  the  day  broke,  the 
strangers  formed  in  line  of  battle,  consisting  of  the  Dutch 
d6-gun  frigate  Pallas,  Captain  Aalbers ;  Dutch  Company's 
armed  ships  Vittoria  and  Batavia,  and  14-gun  corvette 
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WiUiam»  and  continued  lying  to  on  the  larboard  tack,  un- 
der their  topsails.  At  5h.  a.m.  the  Greyhound  bore  up, 
under  French  colours,  steering  for  the  PbUas,  and  being  at 

51i.  30m.  witliln  hail,  the  Greyhound  shifted  her  colours, 
and  opened  hi  r  tire  from  to  windward  upon  the  Dutch  frigate, 
which  the  latter  quickly  returned.  The  Harrier,  havinj^ 
closely  followed  the  Greyhound,  passed  between  the  Pallas 
and  Vittoria,  and,  wearing  round  on  the  starboard  tack, 
became  engaged  with  the  two  merchant  ships.  The  Grey- 
hound, in  the  meantime,  having  shot  ahead^  wore  close 
round  the  bows  of  the  Pallas,  pouring  in  a  raking  broadside, 
and,  keeping^  up  a  vigorous  and  destructive  fire,  compelled  her, 
at  about  Gh.  15m.,  to  haul  down  her  colours.  The  Vittona 
and  Batavia,  after  sustaining  the  hre  of  the  Harrier,  surren- 
dered, the  former  at  6h.  30m.,  and  the  latter  at  Gh.  40m., 
and,  as  well  as  the  Pallas,  were  taken  possession  of  by  the 
British  ships.  The  William,  seeingthe  fate  of  her  companions, 
nuule  sail,  and  effected  her  escape*  The  Greyhound,  out  of 
a  crew  of  212  men,  had  one  killed  and  eight  wounded ;  and 
the  Harrier  only  three  men  wounded.  The  Dutch  frigate 
nuninted  40  guns,  and,  out  of  lier  complement  oi  2.j0  men, 
had  eiiz'ht  killed,  her  captain  (mortally)  and  32  wounded. 
I'he  \  ittoria  had  two  killed  and  six.  wounded,  and  the  Ba- 
tavia two  killed. 

In  the  month  of  February,  four  French  frigates — the 
Hortense,  Rhin,  and  Hermione  of  40-gun8,  and  Themis  36, 
together  with  the  corvette  Furet  (captured,  on  the  27th, 
by  the  38-gun  frigate  Hydra,  Captain  George  Mundy) — 
sailed  from  Cadiz. 

On  the  27th  of  July,  on  their  return  to  France  from 
their  cruize,  being  in  lat.  47^  north,  long.  7^  west,  the 
squadron,  at  6h.  a.m.,  was  discovered  by  the  British  74-guu 
ship  Mars,  Captain  Robert  D.  Oliver,  the  look-out  ship  of  a 
British  squadron  of  five  sail  of  the  line,  under  Commodore 
R.  G.  Keats,  in  the  Superb.  The  Mars,  after  making 
known  by  signal  to  the  commodore  the  object  of  her 
pursuit,  crowded  sail  in  chase,  and  soon  after  dark  lost 
sight  of  both  scpadrons,  with  the  exception  of  tlie  G4-gun 
ship  Africa,  which,  until  llh.  p.m.,  was  seen  on  her  lee- 
quarter*    Captain  Oliver,  rightly  imagining  the  enemy 
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would  alter  course  in  the  night,  bore  up  a  few  points,  and, 
at  dayhg-ht  on  the  28th,  the  four  frig^ates  were  seen  ou  her 
weather-bow.    The  stemmost  of  the  four,  which  was  the 

Rhin,  being  at  some  distance  from  her  companions,  was  so 
rapidly  gained  on  by  the  Mars»  that  the  French  commo- 
dore hove  about,  and  bore  up  to  her  support ;  after  which 
he  formed  his  ships  in  line  of  battle  ahead  on  the  lar- 
board tack  ;  but  at  3h.  p.m.  he  again  made  all  sail,  and 
abandoned  the  Rhin  to  her  fate.  The  Mars,  ha\ing 
already  run  a  distance  of  150  miles,  continued  in  pursuit, 
and,  at  6h*F.M.,  in  the  midst  of  a  heavy  squall  of  wind 
and  rain,  was  about  to  open  her  broadside  on  the  frigate's 
lee-quarter,  when  the  latter  struck  her  colours.  Soon  after 
die  Rhin  was  taken  possession  of,  the  other  three  frigates 
were  seen  standing  to  the  south-east,  and  Captain  Oliver 
would  have  pursued  tliern,  but  for  the  proximity  of  the 
French  coast,  and  the  dark  squally  weather.  The  Mars,  on 
the  31st,  rejoined  her  squadron,  with  the  prize.  The 
Hortense  and  Hermioiie  succeeded  in  reaching  Bordeaux, 
and  the  Themis  entered  Rochefort. 

On  the  14th  of  August,  at  day-break,  the  Isle  of  Wight 
bearing  north,  eight  leagues,  the  4-gun  fire-brig  Phospho- 
rus, Lieutenant  William  J.  Hughes,  commander,  was  at- 
tacked by  a  French  lugger  privateer,  of  70  men,  and  mount- 
ing 12  guns,  which,  having  laid  her  alongside,  attempted  to 
carry  her  by  boarding.  Although  the  crew  of  the  brig 
numbered  no  more,  including  othcers,  than  twenty-four,  the 
French  crew  were  repulsed  with  much  loss,  and,  after  en- 
gaging with  spirit  for  forty  minutes,  the  lugger  sheered 
off.  Lieutenant  Hughes,  Mr.  Thomas  Esther  (acting  mas- 
ter), and  six  seamen,  were  wounded.  Lieutenant  Hughes 
was  promoted,  for  his  good  conduct,  to  the  rank  of  com* 
mander  in  the  month  of  September  fuilow  uig. 

On  the  22ud  of  August,  the  boats  of  the  32-gun  frigate 
Alexandria,  Captain  the  Hon.  Edward  D.  King,  in  which 
were  Lieutenants  Joseph  Lewis  and  Edmund  Nagle,  and 
Mr.  Alfred  Smith,  master's  mate,  boarded  and  carried  a  Spa- 
nish brig  and  a  gardaeosta,  moored  under  the  batteries  in  the 
harbour  of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  on  the  Spanish  Main.  As  the 
vessels  were  stripped  of  their  sails  and  secured  to  the  shore> 
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Lieutenant  Lewis,  after  sustaining  a  most  seyere  fire  for  ten 

hours,  and  consequent  heavy  loss,  ordered  them  to  be  de- 
stroyed, and  retreated.  Mr.  Smith  and  five  seamen  and 
niarnies  were  killed ;  and  Lieutenant  Na^^le,  the  p^nnner, 
Mr.  Samuel  Marshall,  midshipmaa,  and  eight  seamen  and 
marines  grounded. 

On  the  23rd  of  August,  in  the  morning,  the  British  38- 
gun  frigate  Arethusa,  Captain  Charles  Brisbane,  and  44- 
gun  frigate  Anson,  Captain  Charles  Lydiard,  cruizing  off  the 
Havannah,  discovered  to  leeward,  and  within  two  miles  of 
the  Moro  Castle,  the  Spanish  34-gun  frigate  Pomona,  en- 
deavouring with  a  scant  wind  to  enter  the  hai  buur.  Find- 
ing thi?,  from  the  strenp^th  of  the  current,  to  be  impractica- 
ble, the  Pomona  bore  up  and  anchored  two  leagues  to  the 
eastward  of  the  Moro,  in  three  and  a- half  fathoms  water,  - 
and  withing  pistol-shot  of  the  castle,  mounting  1 1  long  86- 
pounders.  Ten  gun-boats,  each  mounting  a  long  24-poun- 
der  with  crews  of  60  men,  immediately  put  out  from  the 
Havannah  to  the  frigate's  assistance,  and  formed  ahead 
as  best  suited  for  her  defence.  At  lOh.  the  Anson  and  Are- 
tluisa  dropped  their  anchors;  the  first  abrea«t  of  the  Spanish 
gun- boats,  and  the  Arethusa  on  the  starboard  quarter  of  the 
Anson,  within  pistol-shot  of  the  Pomona.  After  a  warm 
action,  which  lasted  thirty-five  minutes,  the  Spanish  frigate 
struck  her  colours,  and  was  taken  possession  of ;  and  the 
gun-boats  were  all  previously  sunk  or  driven  on  shore  by 
the  Anson's  fire.  The  castle  continued  to  fire  upon  the 
British  ships,  until  an  explosion  in  some  part  of  the  battery 
having  taken  place,  the  action  ceased. 

The  Anson  had  not  a  man  hurt,  but  the  Arethusa  had 
two  seamen  killed ;  and  Captain  Brisbane,  Lieutenant  Henry 
Higman,  Lieutenant  (marines)  JohnFennell,  and  29  seamen 
and  marines  wounded.  The  Pomona,  out  of  347  men,  had 
her  captain  and  20  men  killed,  and  30  men  wounded.  The 
prize  was  added  to  the  British  navy,  under  the  name  of 
Cuba,  /iltliouerh  the  bulk  of  her  cargo  had  been  landed, 
enough  remaliKnl  to  render  the  Pomona  a  valuable  prize. 
Lieutenants  John  Parish  of  the  Arethusa,  and  Thomas 
Ball  Sulivan  of  the  Anson,  were  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
commander,  the  former  in  November,  and  the  latter  in  Fe- 
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bruary,  1807,  by  which  time  he  had  acquhed  still  stronger 
claims  to  preferment. 

On  the  29th  of  August,  tlic  Baccliante,  of  20  gtms,  Cap- 
tain James  R.  Dacres,  cruizing  olf  the  Spanish  Main,  sent  her 
boats  under  Lieutenant  George  Norton,  with  the  gunner, 
John  Howard,  Master^s  Mates  Henry  Overend  and  Richard 
Birch,  Lieutenant  (marines)  John  M.  Pilcher,  W.  Leriche, 
purser,  and  Robert  Burnett,  carpenter,  to  attempt  r  e 
destruction  of  some  vessels  in  the  harbour  of  Santa  Mar- 
tha. On  the  30th,  at  Ih.  a.m.,  the  boats  dashed  at  the 
vessels,  exposed  to  a  heavy  iire  from  the  butteries  and  some 
iidd.pieoea  on  the  beach ;  notwithstanding  which,  one 
armed  brig  and  two  armed  feluccas  were  brought  out  with- 
out any  loss  to  the  British. 

The  two  ports  of  Cuba,  Batabano  and  Trinidad,  having 
become  the  resorts  of  numerous  ])rivatecrs,  Vicc-Admiral 
Dacres,  the  commander-in-chief  at  Jamaica,  dispatched  Cap- 
tain George  Le  Geyt,  in  the  IS-gun  corvette  JStork,  having; 
under  his  orders  the  14-gun  schooner  Superieure,  CapUun 
£dw«rd  Rushworth,  12 -gun  schooner  Flying  Fisli,  and  the 
4-gun  schooner  Pike,  Lieutenants  James  G.  Gooding  and 
John  Otdey,  with  orders  to  attempt  the  destruction  of  the 
marauders.  On  the  25th  of  August,  this  mosquito  squa- 
dron sailed  from  Port-Uoyal,  and  on  the  30th  arrived  off 
the  Isle  of  Pines,  in  which  place  a  schooner  was  di^sco- 
verefl  nt  anchor.  This  vessel,  whirh  was  a  Spanish  p:uarda- 
costa,  of  10  guns,  was  chased  and  captured  by  tlie  Pike. 

As  it  was  found  impracticable,  from  the  shallowness  of 
the  water,  for  the  Stork  to  proceed  up  the  bight  towards 
Batabano,  then  30  leagues  distant.  Captain  Rushworth  was 
instructed  by  Captain  Le  Geyt  to  lighten  the  three  schoo- 
ners as  much  as  possible,  and  proceed  with  them  in  the 
execution  of  the  projected  service.  From  the  intricacy  of 
the  navigation  these  vessels  did  not  reach  within  twenty- 
two  miles  of  Batabano  till  the  2nd  of  September,  when  they 
anchored  for  the  night  off  point  Gonda.  At  midnight  they 
again  weighed,  in  the  hope  of  getting  into  the  harbour 
before  dawn,  but  it  was  broad  dayhght  before  this  could 
be  effected.  Captain  Rushworth,  taking  with  him  18  men 
lent  from  the  Stork,  35  from  the  Superieure,  and  10  from 
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the  Flying  Fish,  then  landed  two  miles  to  windward  of  die 

battery  at  Batabano,  and  leaving  the  men  belonging  to  the 
Flying  Fish  in  charge  of  the  boats,  proceeded  with  the  re- 
maining tifty- three  men  to  attack  the  battery;  but  they 
were  so  impeded  in  their  progress  by  the  marshy  and  irre- 
gular ground,  that  a  party  of  Spanish  troops,  l]ring  in  am* 
bush,  were  enabled  to  make  an  attack  upon  them.  The 
Spaniards  were,  however,  speedily  routed  by  the  advanced 
division  of  the  British  sailors,  leaving  two  of  their  number 
dead  and  one  wounded.  The  alarm  had  by  this  time  spread 
in  all  directions,  and  the  militia  and  men  froni  tiie  priva- 
teers had  joined  the  regulars,  when,  finding  his  retreat  thus 
cut  off,  Captain  Rushworth  pushed  forward,  and  stormed 
and  gained  the  fort*  The  battery  moimted  six  long  18» 
pounders ;  and,  having  spiked  these,  the  British  party  pro* 
ceeded  to  take  possession  of  the  vessels  in  the  harbour* 
These  consisted  of  one  felucca,  pierced  for  fourteen  guns, 
but  having  only  one  long  18-pounder  mounted;  a  12-gua 
schooner,  and  one  French  and  three  Spanish  privateers ; 
besides  six  with  cargoes.  Having  taken  entire  possession 
of  these,  the  whole  party  quitted  the  port,  having  only  one 
man  badly  wounded.  Captain  Rushworth  was  assisted  in 
his  gallant  undertakings  by  Lieutenants  Russell  and  Mur- 
ray, and  Sub -Lieutenants  Blake  and  Brown. 

On  the  12th  of  October,  the  French  26-gun  Mte  Sala- 
znandre,  laden  with  timber  and  stores  for  Brest,  was  at* 
tacked,  driven  on  shore,  and  burnt  in  Erqui  Bay,  under 
some  heavy  l)atteries,  by  a  small  squadron,  consisting  of  the 
22-2'im  shij)  Constance,  Captain  Alexander  S.  Burrowes  ; 
eruii-brigs  Strenuous  and  Sheldrake,  Lieutenants  John  Nu- 
gent and  John  Thicknesse,  and  hired  armed-cutter  Britan- 
nia. Captain  Burrowes  was  unfortunately  killed  by  a 
gxape-shot;  and  the  cable  of  the  Constance  having  been 
cut  by  the  fire  from  a  battery,  that  ship  took  the  ground, 
and  her  crew  were  under  the  necessity  of  quitting  her,  leav* 
uvj:  the  wounded  to  the  mercy  of  their  enemies.  Their  loss 
aiiiounted  to  eight  men  killed,  besides  their  captain,  and 
Lieutenant  George  Spencer  Richards,  Mr.  Daniel  McCraw- 
ley  (boatswain),  and  14  seamen  and  marines  of  the  Con- 
Stance  wounded.   The  loss  of  the  Sheldrake  amounted  to 
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one  man  killed  and  two  wotmded  ;  and  of  the  Strenuous,  to 
Mr.  Robert  Ijond,  midshipman,  and  four  men  wounded. 

On  the  14th  of  September,  as  the  French  74-gun  ship 
Imp^tueux  (one  of  the  squadron  of  Bear«Admiral  Willau« 
meZf  which  had  been  dispersed  in  the  preceding  August  hy 
a  hurricane)  was  endeaTouring,  under  jury-masts,  to  enter 
the  Chesapeake  River,  on  the  coast  of  North  America,  she 
w  as  discovered  by  the  liritish  74-gun  ship  Belleisle,  Captain 
Wiiliaru  Hargood,  who,  with  the  74-guu  ship  Bellona,  Cap- 
tnin  Jolm  Erskine  Douglas,  and  frigate  Melampus,  Cap- 
tain Stephen  Poyntz,  was  cruizing  oi£  Cape  Henry.  Find- 
ing escape  impossible,  the  French  ship  ran  on  shore,  where 
she  was  destroyed  by  the  Melampus,  her  crew  having  first 
been  removed. 

In  the  month  of  September,  a  squadron,  consisting  of 
the  following  ships,  was  cruizing  before  the  port  of  Roche- 
fort; — 
Qun  Ship. 

74    Centaur   Commodore  Sir  Samuel  Hood, 

98   Windsor  Castle  Captain  Charles  Boyles, 

{Achille                  „     Richard  King, 
Monarch              „     Richaid  Lee, 
Revenge    ......      „      Sir  J ohn  Gore, 
Mars  ,      William  Lukin, 

16   Atalante    „     Joseph  Ore  Masefield, 

On  the  25th,  at  Ih.  a.m.,  as  this  squadron,  upon  the 
larboard  tack,  with  the  wind  at  north,  was  stretching  in 
for  Chasseron  lighthouse,  then  distant  about  seven  leagues, 
seven  sail  were  observed  to  leeward,  and  on  discovering  that 
the  strangers  were  frigates,  the  signal  was  made  for  a  ge- 
neral chase.  The  ships  in  view  were  a  French  squadron, 
under  Commodore  Soliel,  from  Rochefort,  bound  to  the 
West  Indies,  consisting  of  the  40«gun  frigates  Gloire,  In- 
fsktigable,  Minorca,  and  Armide,  and  36-gun  ^gate  The- 
mis, witii  the  brigs  Lynx  and  Sylphe. 

These  ships,  finding  they  were  pursued,  bore  up  under 
all  sail,  steering  soutii-westt  The  Monarch,  being  the 
nearest  ship  to  tiie  enemy,  at  4h.  a.m.  was  nearly  within 
gun-shot  of  the  stemmost  French  frigate,  which  was  the 
Armide ;  and  at  this  time  the  Centaur  was  eight  miles 
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astern  of  her.   At  5h.  the  Monarch  commenced  firing  her 

bow-chasers,  which  the'  Armide  returned  with  her  stem- 
chasers.  At  6h.  the  Infatigable,  being  to  windward  of  her 
companions,  hauled  up  to  the  north-east,  nnd  was  pur- 
sued by  the  Mars ;  while  the  Themis  aud  two  brigs  bore 
away  to  the  southward,  and,  there  being  no  ship  at  hand  to 
intercept  them,  effected  their  escape.  The  Oloire,  Aimide, 
and  Minerve  kept  in  close  order  for  mutual  support,  and  at 
about  lOh.  A.M.  the  Monarch  opened  her  starboard  guns 
upon  the  two  rearmost,  between  which  ships  a  warm  en- 
gagement ensued,  hi  cousequence,  however,  of  the  heavy 
swell  which  prt  vjiiled,  the  xMunarch  was  prevented  opening 
her  lower-deck  ports,  and,  after  twenty  minutes*  close  action, 
had  suffered  so  severely  in  her  rigging  and  sails  as  to  be 
managed  with  difficulty. 

At  llh.  the  Centaur  arriving  up,  discharged  her  larboard 
guns  at  the  Gloire  and  Armide,  and  the  latter  struck  to 
tiie  Centaur  at  I  Ih.  45m.  At  about  noon  the  Minerve, 
which  ship,  since  the  Centaur's  arrival,  the  Monarch  had 
engaged,  struck  her  colours ;  and  by  this  time  the  Mars 
had  overtaken  and  captured  the  Infatigable.  The  Gloire 
seeing  the  fate  of  her  companions,  as  a  last  resource,  hauled 
up  and  made  sail  to  the  westward,  pursued  by  the  Centaur, 
At  2h.  30m.  p.m.  the  Mars,  having  joined  in  the  chase, 
opened  her  fire  on  the  Gloire,  which  ship  at  Sh,  sur* 
rendered  after  a  very  creditable  defence.  This  determined 
resistance  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  occasioned  considerable 
dcuuage  to  the  Monarch  and  Centaur.  The  Centaur  had  a 
great  part  of  her  lower  rigging  shot  away,  and  her  masts 
and  yards  wounded  in  several  place?  ;  her  loss  amounted  to 
three  men  killed,  her  captain  and  three  seamen  wounded. 
While  Sir  Samuel  Hood  was  standing  with  his  right  hand 
on  the  railing  of  the  quarter-deck,  a  musket  ball  struck  him 
between  the  wrist  and  elbow,  and  passing  through  that  part 
of  the  arm,  again  entered  below  the  ehoulder,  where  it 
lodged.  The  aiui  was  so  shattered,  as  to  render  amputation 
necessary. 

The  Monarch  had  her  main-top-gallant  mast  shot  away^ 
her  masts  and  yards  wounded,  her  sails  a  good  deal  cut, 
and  her  hull  shot  in  several  places.   Mr«  William  Buddin, 
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midshipman,  and  three  seamen  were  killed,  and  Lieutenant 

John  Anderson,  her  boatswain  (Peter  i)iiiF\ ),  Mr.  John 
Gear}%  midshipman,  15  seamen,  and  seven  marines 
wounded.  The  Mara  was  hulled  in  several  places,  but  her 
principal  damages  were  in  her  sails  and  rigging. 

The  Gloire  measured  1>153  tons,  Minerva  1,101,  Armide 
1,109,  and  Infatigable  1,157  tons ;  all  four  ships  were 
added  to  the  British  navy :  the  Minerva,  under  the  name 

of  Alceste,  and  the  Infatij^able,  under  that  of  Iniruoi  tidit^ ; 
but  the  Gloire  and  Annido  retained  their  French  names. 

On  the  27th  of  Sejjleinber,  tlic  French  40-gun  frii^ate 
Fr^sidente,  returning  to  France  from  the  coast  of  America, 
having  separated  from  the  74-gun  ship  Regulus,  fell  in 
with  a  British  squadron,  in  lat  47^  17'  north,  long.  6^ 
52'  west,  under  Rear-Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Louis,  in  the 
Canopus,  by  which  she  was  immediately  chased.  At  6h. 
45m.  the  18-gun  brig  Dispatch,  Captain  Ed.vard  Haw- 
kins, airived  up  with,  and  commenced  firing  her  bow- 
guns  at  tlie  frigate,  receiving  in  return  the  tire  from  the 
Pr^dente's  stern  chasers,  and  a  running  light  was  gallantly 
maintained  by  the  Dispatch,  until  7h.  15m«  p.m.  ;  but  being 
much  damaged,  she  bore  up  and  stood  towards  the  British 
squadron,  then  about  three  miles  distant.  The  Fr^idente 
being  overtaken  by  the  Canopus,  surrendered  without  re- 
sistance. The  Dispatch,  in  her  spirited  encounter,  did  not 
meet  with  any  loss.  The  Presidcnte  measured  1,148  tons, 
and  became  a  valuable  acquisition  to  the  iiritish  navy,  to 
which  she  was  added  under  the  same  name. 

On  the  2nd  of  October,  while  the  32-gun  frigate  Minerva, 
Captain  George  K.  GolUer,  was  anchored  off  Oro  island, 
near  Porto  Novo,  on  the  coast  of  Spain,  the  cutter  and 
barge  of  the  frigate,  commanded  by  Captain  Collier  in 
person,  who  was  in  the  cutter,  attended  by  Lieutenant 
CLaiics  Alcnzies,  of  the  marines,  and  Lieutenant  L\  P.  James 
and  Mr.  William  Holt  in  the  barge,  proceeded  in  search  of 
some  Spanish  gun-boats,  supposed  to  be  lyinc^  at  Carril. 
After  rowing  seven  hours,  the  cutter  w^as  hailed  by  a  large 
gun-boat,  accompanied  by  a  smaller  one,  mounting  a  4- 
pounder  brass  gun,  both  of  which  were  instantly  boarded, 
fmd  carried  without  the  loss  of  a  man. 
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On  the  9th  of  October,  three  boats  of  tibe  S2 

Galatea,  Captain  George  Sayer,  under  the  orders  of 
Lieutenant  Richard  Gittiiigs.  with  Mr.  John  Green,  master's 
mate,  and  Mr.  James  Scanlan,  boatswain,  were  sent  to 
cut  out  some  vessels  at  anchor  iu  Barcelona.  As  the  boats 
approached,  a  heavy  fire  was  opened  on  them  from  the 
batteries^  and  also  of  musketry  from  the  beach,  to  which 
the  vessels  were  moored  head  and  stem ;  three  schooners 
were,  however,  boarded,  and  brought  out  without  any  loss. 

On  the  18th  of  October,  the  British  18-pounder  36-gun 
frigate  Caroline,  Captain  Peter  Rainier,  having  taken  pos- 
session of  the  Dutch  14-gun  brig  Zeerop,  Captain  Groat, 
obtained  intelligence  of  the  Dutch  12-pounder  36-gua 
frigate  Maria-RiggersbergeQ,  Captain  Jager,  which,  with 
the  14-gun  corvette  William,  brig  Zee  Ploeg,  and  Dutch 
Company's  armed  ship  Patriot  of  18  guns,  was  lying  at 
anchor  in  Batavia  roads.  The  Carcdine,  being  prepared 
with  springs  on  her  cables,  stood  into  the  roads  and  anchored 
within  pistol-shot  of  the  frigate,  and  after  thirty  minutes' 
action  compelled  her  to  surrender.  The  British  frigate  was 
occasionally  engnjzcd  by  the  other  three  vessck,''*  and  the 
action  was  fought  in  sight  of  heavy  gun- boats.  This 
achievement  was  very  gallantly  executed,  and  with  compa- 
ratively  slight  loss ;  which  amoimted  to  three  men  killed ; 
lieutenant  (marines)  Zachary  Williams  (mortally),  and  17 
men  wounded.  The  Caroline  sustuned  very  little  damage 
in  her  masts,  rigging,  and  hull.  1  he  Maria- Riggersbergen 
had  50  killed  and  wounded.  The  prize  was  purchased  into 
the  British  navy,  and  named  the  Java.f 

On  the  23rd  of  October,  in  the  evening,  while  the  British 
12-gun  schooner  Pitt  (ten  18-pounder  carronades  and  two 


*  These,  together  mth  tiie  36-gim  frigate  Fhaeniz,  and  brig 
Amtarier,  and  a  second  armed  ship,  were  taken  or  deaboyed  by  a 
squadron  of  four  sail  of  the  line,  under  Bear-Admiral  Sibr  Edward 
Pellew,  on  the  27th  of  November. 

f  This  ship,  commanded  by  Captain  George  Pigot,  was  unhappily 
lost  with  all  hands  in  1807,  in  company  with  the  74-giin  ship  Blenheim, 
Vice-Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Tro^il>ri(lge  :  both  are  supposed  to  have 
foundered  off  the  island  of  Rodent^ue  in  the  East  Indies, 
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long  6-pounders),  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Michael Fitton, 
whose  conspicuous  i^allantry  has  been  on  so  many  occasions 
recorded,  was  lying  at  anchor  in  the  mole  of  Cape  St. 
Nicolas,  St.  Domingo,  two  sail  were  seen  from  her  mast- 
heady  over  the  narrow  neck  of  laad^  the  one  apparently  in 
chase  of  the  other.  The  Pitt  was  immediately  underway, 
and,  it  being  a  dead  calm,  sweeping  out  of  the  mole.  At 
day-break  on  the  24th  three  schooners  were  discovered,  the 
largest  of  wliich  was  a  privateer  of  great  force,  and  for  this 
vessel  the  Pitt  steered.  The  privateer  hove  to,  and  at  7h. 
A.M.  eoiniiioiiced  firing  on  the  Pitt ;  but  after  half  an  hour's 
cannonading,  bore  up  to  the  westward  after  the  other 
schooners,  which  were  her  prizes.  The  privateer  was  one 
well  known  to  Lieutenant  Fitton,  and  which  had  been  long 
the  scourge  of  the  West  India  trade,  being  the  14-gun 
schooner  Superbe  (of  12  long  6  and  two  8-pounders),  com- 
manded by  Captain  Dominique  Diron.  The  Pilt  made 
every  effort  to  close  the  Superbe,  and  the  chase  continued 
throughout  the  day  and  night,  every  man  and  officer  labour- 
ing, during  the  frequent  calms  and  hght  aixs,  at  the  sweeps, 
and  using  every  effort  to  bring  the  enemy  to  action. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  the  breeze  freshened,  and 
dmring  the  day,  the  Superbe  having  succeeded  in  seemg  her 
prizes  intoBaracoa,  in  the  island  of  Cuba,  again  hove  to,  aa 
if  with  the  intention  of  enjiaii  ing  the  Pitt.  At  4h.  p.m.  the 
Pitt  having  obtained  a  situation  hetween  the  Superbe  and 
Baracoa,  in  which  harbour  were  several  other  privateers,  re- 
commenced the  action,  at  tolerably  close  quarters  ;  but,  after 
half  an  hour's  firing,  the  Superbe  made  sail  towards  Cape 
Maysi«  A  third  night's  laborious  cbase  ensued,  all  hands 
constantly  at  the  oars,  except  those  employed  knotting  the 
rigging  and  righting  the  carronades,  which,  having  been 
badly  fitted,  had  upset. 

Ou  the  mui  uiiig  of  the  '2(ith  the  Superbe,  followed  closely 
by  the  Pitt,  rounded  Cape  May  si ;  but  desirous  of  getting 
into  Oecoa  Bay,  where  Captain  Diron  knew  there  was  a 
detachment  of  Spanish  troops,  the  Superbe  was  obliged  to 
haul  up  across  the  bows  of  the  Pitt,  in  doing  which  she  fired 
her  starboard  broadside,  and  immediately  afterwards  ran 
ashore  amongst  the  rocks  with  her  coburs  flymg.  The 
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crew  of  the  privateer  then  took  to  their  boats,  and  quitted 
the  vessel ;  which  being  observed.  Lieutenant  Fitton  sent 
his  boats  manned  and  armed,  and  took  po?SLssloa  of  the 
Superbe.  The  end  of  a  haw&er  was  conveyed  on  board  the 
prize,  and  the  16-gun  ship  sloop  Drake,  Captam  Robert 
Nicola8>  having  during  the  morning  joined  company,  she 
was  after  much  exertion  hove  off.  Out  of  a  complement  of 
54  men  and  boys,  the  Pitt  had  two  men  badly,  and  six 
shghtly  wounded.  The  Superbe's  exact  loss  was  not  known, 
but  four  of  her  crew  (originally  94)  were  found  dead  in  her 
hold,  and  three  mortally  wounded.  The  remainder,  in- 
cluding the  captain,  escaped  to  the  shore ;  their  total  loss 
was  understood  to  have  been  fourteen,  with  a  proportionate 
number  of  wounded,  most  of  which  were  conveyed  on  shore. 
Thus,  after  a  tedious,  but  skilfully  conducted  chase  of  67 
hours'  duration,  was  captured  one  of  the  most  formidable 
French  privateers  infesting  the  West  Indies.  Her  captain 
was  a  most  experienced  and  daring  ireebooter,  for  few 
nations  were  respected  by  him  ;  and  for  capture  and  pillage 
he  could  always  find  a  sufficient  excuse.  The  amount  of 
her  depredations  may  be  imagined,  when  it  is  stated  that 
among  the  papers  found  on  board  the  Superbe,  was  a  list 
of  captures,  English,  Spanish,  and  American,  made  by 
Dominique,  to  the  value  of  £147,000  sterling. 

Lieutenant  Fitton,  whose  health  was  at  the  time  much 
impaired  by  his  unwearying  exertions  on  the  station,  in 
endcavoui  iiig  to  put  down  French  privateers  (not  one-tenth 
part  of  which  have  ever  been  recorded),  was  on  thii^  occa- 
sion so  worn  out  by  the  long  and  anxious  chase,  that  he 
was  wholly  unable  to  write  the  official  letter  relative  to  the 
capture.  The  task  was,  therefore,  performed  by  Captain 
Nicolas,  and  Rear- Admiral  Dacres,  who  inforwardii^  it  to 
the  Admiralty,  make  the  following  strong,  but  well-merited 
comment  upon  the  action:  '*  The  zeal  and  perseverinice 
manifested  on  this  occasion,  during  so  long  a  chase  (being 
upwards  of  50  hours  at  their  sweeps,  with  only  two-thirds 
the  number  of  men  the  privateer  had),  the  very  gallant  con- 
duct of,  and  superior  professional  abilities  displayed  by,  Mr. 
Fitton,  will,  I  trust,  recommend  him  to  the  protection  of 
their  lordships/' 
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"  M.  Dominique  afterwards  equipped,"  so  writes  Mr. 

James,  a  brig,  which  he  named  '  la  Revanche  de  la 
Superbe/  and  actually  sent^  by  a  Spanish  licensed  trader, 
an  invitation  to  Lieutenant  Fitton,  to  meet  him  at  an 

appointed  place  ;  but  the  latter  had  been  superseded  in  the 
cuininaiid  of  the  Fitt,  b}''  the  eVeve  of  an  admiral :  not  to  be 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  commander,  but  to  be  turned  adrift 
as  an  unemployed  lieutenant."* 

On  the  night  of  the  21st  of  October,  four  boats  of  the  Bri- 
tish 36-gun  frigate  Renommee,  Captain  Sir  Thomas  Living- 
stone, under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant  Sir  William  Par- 
ker, entered  the  port  of  Colon,  in  tiie  Island  of  Majorca, 
exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  from  the  tower  of  Falconara,  and 
gallantly  boarded  and  carried  a  Spanish  tartan  and  two  set- 
tees. The  tartan,  which  mounted  four  guns,  liavin:^  got  on 
shore,  was  set  tire  to  and  destroyed  ;  but  the  settees,  one  of 
which  mounted  three  guns,  were  brought  out.  In  executing 
tins  service  only  one  British  seaman  was  wounded. 

On  the  1st  of  November,  three  boats  of  the  36-gun  fri- 
gate Hque,  Captain  Charles  B.  H.'  Ross,  under  the  orders  of 


*  It  is  not  our  practice  to  refer  pointedly  to  cases  of  individual 
hardship,  or  Ul  usage,  in  recording  the  battles  of  oar  navy,  although 
too  many  are  to  be  found ;  but  this  snrely  should  be  an  exception,  for 

injustice  has  never  been  carried  to  a  greater  pitch  than  in  the  instimce 
.of  this  neglectod  officer. — The  following  facts  have  never  yet  been 

made  public  ;  but  they  ought  not  to  remain  in  obscurity.  A  specific 
sum  of  money  was  allotted  by  the  Adniirnlty,  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
chasini;  a  fast-sailing  cruizer,  the  cummatid  of  which  vessel  was  to  be 
cnlrusled  to  Lieutenant  Fitton  ;  and  he  waa  permitted  to  choose  from 
iiuiuugst  the  different  vessels  on  sale.  The  Pitt,  a  beautiful  vessel,  was 
the  schooner  so  selected  ;  but  the  sum  demaiided  for  htr  exceeded 
that  named  by  the  Admiralty,  and  an  inferior  vessel  must  have  been 
purdifuiedy  had  not  Lieutenant  Fitton  nobly  made  up  the  difference, 
£^VI^frifm  hU  own  hard  earnings  /  The  schooner  was  equipped, 
aadthenar  u  of  lu  i  commander  was  sufficient  to  draw  flu^  choicest 
seamen  the  West  Indies  could  boast.  This  accomplished,  the  Superbe, 
as  we  have  seen,  was  destroyed  by  her ;  when  all  the  proud  hopes  of 
the  gallant  lieutenant  were  blasted  by  the  cruel  wrong  put  upon  him. 
This  sum  of  money  was  Ticvcr  reimbursed  himy  and,  as  we  have 
already  stated,  he  is  still  a  lieutenant !  An  elegant  sword  was  pre- 
sented to  this  officer  by  tlie  Comuuttee  of  the  Patriotic  Fund,  in 
compliment  to  his  exertions  uu  this  occasion. 
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lieutenant  Charles  Bell,  with  Lieutenant  (marines)  Edward 
Bay  ley,  rut  out  of  Cabaret  Bay,  Porto  Rico,  a  Spanish  brier, 
pierced  lor  twelve  guns ;  previously  to  which  they  de- 
stroyed a  3-gun  battery,  and  spiked  the  ordnance  belonging 
to  it.   This  was  effected  without  the  loss  of  a  man. 

On  the  following  day,  lieutenant  FhHip  H.  Baker,  in  the 
Piquets  launch,  drove  on  shore  a  French  felucca-rigged  pri- 
vateer, which  mounted  two  carriage  guns  and  four  swivels, 
with  a  crew  of  twenty- six  men,  upon  tlie  reef  of  Cape  Roxo, 
where  she  was  completely  wrecked. 

On  the  20th  of  November,  the  32-gun  frigate  Success, 
Captain  John  Ayscough,  standing  in  for  the  land  to  the  east- 
ward of  Cumb^land  Harbour,  Island  of  Cuba,  observed  a 
small  felucca  running  under  Hidden  Point.  Two  boats  were 
immediately  dispatched  in  pursuit,  under  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant William  Duke,  with  Lieutenants  Charles  Spence  and 
Dowcll  O'Reilly  (acting),  and  William  R.  Hughes,  master's 
mate.  The  crew  of  the  felucca,  numbering  about  50 
men,  landed  on  the  approach  of  the  boats,  and  securing 
their  vessel  to  the  trees,  posted  themselves  on  a  hill.  Here 
the  British  attacked  them ;  but  the  first  volley  from  this  emi- 
nence killed  Lieutenant  Duke,  and,  after  a  vain  attempt  to 
dislodge  them.  Lieutenant  Spence  retreated,  after  taking 
possession  of  the  felucca.  Lieutenant  O'Rdlly  and  seven 
seamen  were  wounded. 

On  the  20th  of  November,  the  barge  of  the  32-gun  fri- 
gate Or|)]icus,  Captain  Thomas  i3riggs,  in  the  Bay  of  Cam- 
peachy,  under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant  George  Ballard 
Vine,  gallantly  boarded  and  carried,  without  any  loss,  the 
Spanish  schooner  Dolores,  mounting  one  long  9  and  two 
4-pounder  guns  and  four  swivels,  with  a  crew  of  34  mea. 

On  the  13th  of  December,  at  8h.  a. v.,  the  British  16- 
gun  brig  Halcyon,  Captain  Henry  Whitmarsh  Pearse, 
being  off  Cape  iSan  Martin,  on  the  coast  of  bpain,  ob- 
served three  sail  standing  towards  her  from  the  land,  which 
were  soon  discovered  to  be  a  brig,  a  ship,  and  a  xebec;  and, 
at  the  same  time^  live  settees  were  seen  from  the  mast- 
head, steering  towards  them.  At  lOh.  30m.  a.m,  the  three 
strangers,  having  arrived  within  musket-shot  of  the  Hal* 
cyon,  hoisted  Spanish  colours,  and  commenced  the  action. 
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The  Halcyon  being  abreast  tiie  brig,  tacked»  and,  in  a  short 
time,  was  in  close  action  Tnth  her  three  opponents,  which 

she  continued  to  engage  until  about  noon,  when,  it  falling 
nearly  calm,  the  brig  and  xebec,  by  means  of  their  sweeps, 
made  off  to  the  southward.  The  ship  endeavoured  to 
escape  to  the  northward,  but  the  Halcyon,  being-  nearer 
to  this  antagonist,  swept  after  her,  and,  in  an  hour,  having 
got  alongside,  compelled  her  to  surrender.  ,  The  prize  was 
the  Spanish  corvette  Neptuno,  momiting  14  long  12-poun- 
dcrs,  and  manned  with  a  crew  of  72  men.  The  brig  was  the 
Virgine-de-Solidad,  of  14  guns  and  78  men;  and  the  xe- 
beck  the  Vives,  of  12  guns  and  68  men.  At  the  time  the 
Neptuno  surrendered,  the  settees  were  about  four  miles 
distant ;  but  seeing  the  fate  of  the  corvette,  they  returned 
towards  the  shore.  The  Hdcyon,  in  her  highly  gallant  ac- 
tion, suffered  considerably  in  her  masts  and  rigging,  but 
had  no  one  killed  or  wounded* 
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The  British  dS-gun  frigates^  Areihusa,  Captain  Charles 
Brisbane;  Latona,  Captain  James  Athol  Wood;  and  44-^un 

frigate  Anson,  Ctiptain  Charles  Ly^iard,  bailed  iroin  Port- 
Royal,  Jamaica,  on  the  29th  of  November,  180G,  with  orders 
from  Vice -Admiral  Dacres  to  reconnoitre  the  Isbuid  of 
Cura^oa.  On  the  22nd  of  December,  the  squadron  reached 
the  west  end  of  Aruba  Island,  situated  about  a  degree  to  the 
westward  of,  and  adependency  upon,  Gura9oa,  and  the  three 
frigates  having  anchored  here,  and  having  been  joined  by 
the  d8-gun  frigate  Fisgard,  Captain  William  Bolton,  Cap- 
tain Brisbane  resolved  with  this  force  to  attack  the  Island  of 
Curagoa,  and  made  arrangements  accordingly.  Different 
duties  were  apportioned  to  each  cai)tain,  officer,  and  man ; 
and,  the  better  to  prevent  confusion,  the  men  of  each  sliip's 
company  were  ordered  to  wear  some  known  mark  of  dis- 
tinction, so  conspicuous  as  to  be  easily  recx)gnized« 

On  the  28th  of  December,  the  four  frigates  weighed. 
Captain  Brisbane  having  determined  to  make  the  attack  on 
New  Year*8  Day,  the  eve  of  which  it  is  customary  for  the 
Dutch  to  pass  in  conviviality. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  at  Ih.  a.m.,  the  squadron  arrived 
off  the  port,  and  having  hoisted  out  the  boats,  bore  up,  the 
Arethusa  leading,  followed  in  dose  order  by  the  Latona, 
Anson,  and  Fisgard, 

The  entrance  to  the  harbour  of  Curafoa  is  about  50 
fathoms  wide»  defended  by  strong  fortifications,  of  which 
Fort  Amsterdam,  on  the  right  hand,  mounted  60  pieces  of 
cannon  in  two  tiers.  Athwart  the  harbour,  which  no- 
where exceeds  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  width,  were  the  Dutch 
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36-gun  frigate  Halst  luir,  Captain  Cornelius  J.  Evertz  ;  20- 
gun  corvette  Surinain,  Captain  Vaa-Nes  ;  and  two  armed 

schooners.  A  chain  of  forts  on  Misselburg  height,  and 
Fort  R^publique,  situated  on  a  high  hiil»  within  half  gun- 
shot, commanded  the  whole  harbour. 

At  daylight,  the  Arethuaa,  with  a  flag  of  truce  at  the  fore, 
entered  the  port ;  but  the  Dutch  forts  and  shipping,  taking 

no  notice  of  the  flag,  oj^ened  a  smart  but  ineffective  fire. 
The  Wind  vcciini^  to  the  northwnrd,  checked  the  further 
progress  of  the  Arethusa  ;  but  in  a  few  minntes  it  again 
sliifted  to  the  north-east,  enabling  the  three  leading  frigates 
to  sail  u])  the  harbour,  and  which  after  some  little  delay 
anchored  close  to  the  forts  and  shipping ;  but  the  Fisgard 
unfortunately  took  the  ground  on  the  west  side,  and  re- 
mained fast.  Captain  Brisbane,  the  jib-boom  of  whose 
ship  was  over  the  wall  of  the  town,  then  wrote  the  follow- 
ing summons  on  the  ca])stan-liLLid,  wlucii  he  dis^jiatclied  to 
the  governor  : — "  The  British  squadron  arc  here  to  i)rotect, 
not  to  conquer  you ;  to  preserve  to  you  your  lives,  liberty, 
and  property.  If  a  shot  is  iired  at  any  one  ship  of  my  squa- 
dron, after  this  summons,  I  shall  immediately  storm  your  bat* 
teries.  You  have  five  minutes  to  accede  to  this  determina- 
tion.'' As  no  notice  was  taken  of  this  summons,  the  flag  of 
truce  was  hauled  down,  and  at  6h.  15m.  a.m.  the  British 
squadron  opened  fire.  After  the  third  broadside,  Captain 
Brisbane,  heading  his  men,  boarded  and  carried  the  Dutch 
frigate,  and  the  Latona,  wai'ping  alongside,  took  pf^^session 
of  her;  and,  at  the  same  time.  Captain  Lydiard,  with  a 
party  of  the  Anson's  men,  boarded  and  secured  the  Surinam. 
Captains  Brisbane  and  Lydiard  then  pulled  in-shore,  and 
landing  together,  proceeded  at  7h.  30m.  a.m.  to  storm  Fort 
Amsterdam,  which  was  garrisoned  by  270  regular  troops. 
Some  of  the  British  broke  open  the  sea- gate  with  crow- 
bars, while  others  scaled  tiie  wails  ;  and  in  al^out  ten  minutes 
the  fort  was  carried,  and  with  equal  facility  two  minor 
forts,  the  citadel,  and  the  town. 

The  captains  with  part  of  the  men  then  returned  to  tlieir 
ships,  and  opened  a  fire  on  Fort  Kepubliq\ie,  while  300 
seamen  and  marines  departed  to  attack  it  in  the  rear.  At 
lOh.  A.M.  the  British  flag  was  hoisted  on  Fort  R^publique, 
and  by  noon  the  whole  island  of  Cura9oa  had  capitulated. 
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This  daring,  well-managed,  and  almost  unparalleled  enter- 
prise, was  accomplished  with  no  greater  loss  than  two  sea- 
men killed  and  five  wounded,  belonging  to  the  Arethnsa  : 
Latona,  one  killed  and  two  wounded,  and  seven  wounded  of 
the  Anson's  crew.  Total,  three  killed  and  1 4  wounded.  The 
only  spar  shot  away  was  the  spritsail-yard  of  the  Arethuea. 
Hie  Halstaar  had  her  captain  and  two  men  killed  and  three 
badly  wonnded ;  the  Surinam,  one  killed,  her  captain  and 
three  wounded  ;  the  schooner  Fl3ring  Fish,  one  killed  and  one 
wounded.  Tlie  loss  on  shore  is  stated  to  have  amounted 
to  200  in  killed  and  wounded  ;  but  it  was  only  the  a(lmir;il)le 
plans  of  Captain  Brisbane,  and  the  vigour  and  aLility  of 
the  attack,  that  prevented  a  loss  of  life  inhnitely  greater. 
Captain  Brisbane  was  knighted  for  this  achievement,  and 
all  four  captains  received  medals  commemorative  of  the 
brilliant  service  they  had  performed.  lieutenants  John 
Parish  (first),  of  the  Arethusa,  and  Thomas  Ball  SoKvan, 
of  the  Anson,  both  of  whom  assisted  in  storming  Fort  Am- 
sterdam, were  previously  made  coininanders,andLieutenants 
William  Mather  (Latona"),  Henry  Higman  (Anson),  and 
Samuel  Jeftery  (Arethusa),  were  also  promoted. 

During  the  preceding  year,  Commodore  Sir  Home  Pop- 
ham  quitted  his  station  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in  order 
to  attempt  the  capture  of  Buenos  Ayres.  The  operations, 
in  which  a  large  number  of  troops  were  employed^  were 
attended  witii  varied  success ;  but  on  tiie  5th  January  in 
this  ycLir,  Sir  Home  Popham  was  superseded  by  Rear-Ad- 
miral  Charles  Stirling,  and  ordered  to  England,  where  he 
was  tried  by  court-martial,  and  reprimanded  for  quit- 
ting his  station.  Hear- Admiral  Stirhng  continued  the 
siege  of  Buenos  Ayres ;  and,  on  the  5th  of  February,  a 
breach  was  effected  in  the  walls  of  the  town,  which  was 
stormed,  and  the  place  taken.  The  total  loss  sustained  by 
the  British  naval  forces  employed  amounted  to  six  seamen 
killed ;  Lieutenant  George  Stewart,  Messieurs  Hon.  Charles 
Irby,  Henry  Smith,  and  Jolm  Morrison  (mitl^lii|>inen),  24 
seamen  and  marines  wounded,  and  four  missin^^.    The  loss 

of  land  forces  amounted  to  192  killed,  421  wounded,  and 
eight  missing. 

On  the  5tiL  of  January,  the  boats  of  the  d8-gun  fitigate 
Imp^rieuae,  Captain  Lord  Cochrane,  under  the  orders  of 
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Lieutciiaiit  Daiid  Al;iplctoii,  with  the  Hon.  WiUiam  J.  Na- 
pier and  Mr.  Huustoii  Stewart,  mitl-hipiiieu,  and  As-siatant- 

Surgeou  George  Gilbert,  were  sent  to  bring  out  of  the  basin 
of  Arcasson,  near  Rochefort,  whatever  vessels  might  be 
found  there.  Lieutenant  Mapleton  and  his  party  landed 
and  attacked  the  battery  of  Fort  Boquette,  which  mounted 
four  36-pounders,  two  field-pieces,  and  a  13-inch  mortar, 

and,  having  spiked  the  guns  and  biirnt  the  carriages,  l;iid 
the  fort  in  ruins.    Several  vessels  were  taken  and  defctruyed. 

On  tiie  2ist  of  January,  at  day-break,  as  the  32-gun 
frigate  Galatea,  Captain  George  Sayer,  was  cruizing  off 
Garaccas,  on  the  Spanish  Main,  a  saU,  bearing  soudi-east, 
was  discovered  from  the  mast-head  and  chased,  the  stran- 
ger apparently  making  for  Barcelona*  At  noon  the  frigate 
was  nearly  becalmed,  and  the  chase,  which  was  the  French 
16-gun  brig  Lynx,  Lieutenant  J.  Al.  Fargenel,  usiiig  her 
swc^eps,  and  being  favoured  by  a  light  breeze,  was  fast 
leavinsr  the  Galatea. 

Under  these  circumstances,  an  attack  by  the  boats  was 
determined  upon,  and  at  about  2h.  p.m.  six  boats,  contain- 
ing five  officers,  50  seamen,  and  20  marines,  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant  William  Coombe,  put  off  from  the 
ship  in  tow  of  each  otiier.  The  following  were  the  officers 
embarked  besides  Lieutenant  Cuciuibc  :  Lieutenants  Henry 
Walker  and  ilubt  rt  (nhson,  and  Messieurs  John  Green  aud 
Barry  Sarsfield,  master's  mates.  Finding  that  the  boats 
gained  very  little  on  the  brig,  Lieutenant  Coombe  directed 
tiiem  to  separate  and  make  the  best  of  their  way,  except 
that  no  boat  was  to  pass  the  barge  in  which  he  himself 
was*  At  6h.  p.if .,  notwithstanding  the  long  pull,  the  Lynx 
bore  east-south-east,  distant  nearly  four  leagues,  and  fear- 
ing their  labour  might  be  entirely  lost,  Mr.  Green,  in  the 
long  gig,  was  directed  to  proceed  ahead,  and  keep  sight  of 
the  chase,  hoisting  a  light  when  the  night  closed  in. 

At  8h.  3Um.  P.M.  the  boats  had  arrived  within  musket- 
shot  of  the  Lynx,  when  they  were  formed  in  two  lines,  and 
advanced  to  the  attack ;  one  division  on  the  larboard  quar- 
ter, and  the  other  on  the  starboard.  Arriving  withm  pistol- 
shot.  Lieutenant  Coombe  hailed  the  brig,  and,  receiving  no 
answer,  the  British  cheered  and  dashed  on  towards  the 
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enemy.  The  Lynx  immediately  opened  a  heavy  fire  of 
grape  and  musketry,  which  repulsed  the  assail  ants,  and 
wounded, among  others.  Lieutenant  Coombe,  a  nmsket-hall 
passing  through  the  left  thig^,  the  leg  of  which  he  had  lost 
in  a  former  action.  A  second  attempt  was  made  to  board, 
which  was  also  unsuccessfolybutthe  boats  in  dropping  astern 
fired  a  volley  of  musketry  into  the  brig  with  great  eflfect. 
A  third  attempt,  as  vigorous  as  the  two  former,  was  suc- 
cessful, and  the  Lynx,  alter  much  desperate  fi^htingr,  be- 
came a  prize.  In  this  last  attack  Licutcmint  \\  alkcr  M^as 
killed,  lia\nn^  previously  received  three  severe  wounds.  The 
loss  to  the  British  altogether  amounted  to,  besides  Lieu- 
tenant Walker,  five  seamen  and  three  marines  killed ;  and 
Lieutenant  Coombe*  Mr.  Sarsfield*  six  seamen,  and  three 
marines  severely,  and  Mr.  Green,  nine  seamen,  and  one 
marine  slightly  wounded.  Total:  nine  killed  and  22 
wounded.  The  Lynx,  out  of  a  crew  of  161  men,  had  one 
lieutenant  and  13  men  killed  ;  and  her  captain,  tii-st  lieu- 
tenant (severely),  four  otlier  officers,  and  14  seame  n  and  sol- 
diers wounded.  Total :  14  killed  and  20  wounded.  When 
the  fatiguing  row,  in  a  burning  sun,  which  prefaced  this 
desperate  action,  is  taken  into  consideration,  too  much 
praise  cannot  be  bestowed  upon  the  victors,  whose  bravery 
was  extreme :  their  loss,  however,  is  much  to  be  dqdored. 
The  Lynx  measured  337  tons,  and  was  a  fine  vessel,  only 
two  \c'di'6  old.  She  was  purchased  into  the  British  service, 
where  she  was  named  the  Heureux,  a  Lynx  be  inn:  alreadj'' 
in  the  nnxj ;  the  command  of  her  very  properly  bcin^-  con- 
ferred on  Lieutenant  Uoombe,  together  with  promotion  to 
the  rank  of  commander. 

On  the  27th  of  January,  the  Britidi  32-gun  firigate  Ja- 
son, Captain  Thomas  Godirane,  being  off  the  coast  of 
Guayana,  recaptured,  after  a  long  chase,  the  late  British 
sloop  Favourite,  niountiiig  29  guns.  A  brig,  of  14  guns, 
was  at  the  time  in  company  with  the  Favourite,  but 
escaped. 

On  the  2Gth  of  January,  the  18-gun  ship  I^urk,  Captain 
Bobert  Nicholas,  captured  off  the  Spanish  Main  two 
schooner  garda-costas,  each  commanded  by  a  lieutenant. 
On  the  1st  of  February,  Captain  Nicholas,  having  observed 
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ci  number  of  market-buaLs,  under  convo)"  of  a  schooner  and 
two  gun-boats,  anchorod  the  Lark  off  the  moutli  of  a  creek, 
inLishataBay,  m  which  the  vessels  sought  refuge,  and  taking 
with  him,  ia  the  boats  and  two  prizes,  nearly  the  whole  of 
the  ship's  company,  proceeded  up  the  creek.  The  Spanish 
armed  vesseb  rowed  out  to  meet  the  British  until  the  lat-* 
ter  dosed,  when  the  Spaniards  commenced  a  retreat. 
Captain  Nicholas  boarded  the  stemmost,  which  had  ground- 
ed, and  carried  her  after  an  obstinate  resistance.  Captain 
Nicholas,  Mr.  Richard  Pound,  purser,  and  live  of  his 
crew,  being  severely  wounded  in  effecting  it.  The  cap- 
tured vessel  was  destroyed ;  but  the  pilots  on  board  the 
British  boats,  having  mistaken  the  channel,  were  unable  to 
execute  any  thing  further,  and  returned  to  the  ship.  The 
two  schooner  prizes,  having  grounded,  were  set  on  fire 
and  destroyed. 

France  having;  obtained  a  powerful  influence  in  the  coun- 
cils of  the  Sublime  Porte,  and  induced  that  monarch  to 
take  some  steps  inimical  to  the  interests  of  Great  Bntam 
and  other  powers,  a  squadron  was  ordered  to  Constanti- 
TTopIe,  under  the  command  of  Vice-Admiral  Sir  John 
Thoman  Duckwor&.  On  the  14th  of  February,  the  74<- 
gun  ship  Ajax  (belonging  to  the  squadron).  Captain  the 
Hon.  Henry  Blackwood,  unfortunately  took  fire  and  blew 
up  on  the  following  day,  and  near  'ioO  of  her  ship's  com- 
pany perished.  Many  were  rescued  tlirough  the  intrepidity 
of  Lieutenant  Ncsbit  J.  Will oui; lib v,  whose  conduct  was 
beyond  all  praise.  On  the  19th,  the  squadron,  consisting 
of  the  following  ships,  in  the  order  expressed,  passed  the 
Dardanelles,  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  from  the  forts  on  each 
side. 

^'^^^''CanOTms  ^ Rear- Adm.  Sir  Thomas  Louis, 

^   VCaptain  Thomas  G.  Shortland, 

74  Kepulse   „      Hon.  Arthur  Kaye  Legge, 

rVice-Adm.  Sir  J.  T.  Duckworth 
100  Eoyal  George  .  i  (white), 

ICaptain  Richard  Dalling  Dunn, 
98  Windsor  Castle       „     Charles  Boyles, 

64  Standard    „     Thomas  Harvey. 
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Chm  Ship, 

Bomb  Meteor  (m  tow)  Ciq>tam  James  CoOuis, 

QA  -D  fRear-Adm.  SirW.  Sydney  Smith, 

W  rompee  ICaptainRicliaid  Dacres, 

74  Thunderer   „  John  Talbot, 

Bomb  Lucifer  (in  tow)  ,»  Robert  Elliot, 

40  Endymion   «»  Hon.  Thos,  Bladen Capel, 

38  Active    »,  BichardHuBsey  Moubiay. 

The  only  return  made  to  this  heavy  camionadlng  vras  by 
the  mortar  vessels,  which  threw  ^eUs  at  the  forts.  The 
squadron  passed  the  Dardanelles,  vnth  the  loss  of  six  men 

kUled  and  51  wounded. 

A  little  above  the  Castle  of  Abydos,  towards  Point  Pes- 
quies,  was  a  Turkish  squadron,  consistincr  of  one  64-gun 
ship,  four  fripfates,  four  corvettes,  and  four  smaller  ves- 
sels, which  having  opened  fire  upon  the  British  was  at- 
tacked by  Sir  Sidney  Smith  with  the  Pomp^e,  Thunderer, 
Standard,  Endymion,  and  Active,  while  the  vice-admiral 
with  the  remainder  stood  on  for  the  anchorage  three  miles 
dtttant.   Sir  Sidney  Smith  with  his  sqna£on  anchored 
within  musket-shot  of  the  Turkish  ships,  lying  imme- 
diately under  a  redoubt  on  Point  Pesquies,  mounted  with 
3 1  liea\'y  guns.     At  lOh.  a.m.  the  British  ships  opened 
their  hre,  and,  in  half  an  hour,  the  64-gun  ship,  bearing 
the  rear-admiral's  flag,  ran  on  shore  on  the  Asiatic  side ; 
and  this  example  was  in  a  short  time  followed  by  all  the 
squadron,  except  one  corvette  and  a  gon-boat,  which  re- 
mained and  were  taken  possession  St.  As  tiie  redonbt 
continued  its  fire  upon  the  British  ships,  Sir  Sidney  next 
turned  his  lire  in  that  direction,  and  as  a  few  shells  judi- 
ciously thrown  dispersed  the  Asiatic  troops,  Lieutenant 
Mark  Gates,  with  the  Pompee's  marines,  landed  and  took 
possession  of  their  standard.    A  division  of  the  boats  was 
dispatched,  command  i  d  I  jy  Lieutenant  William  Fairbrother 
Carroll,  accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Walter  Croker  and 

-  lieutenants  (of  marines)  David  Holt  and  William  Laurie, 
Mesneurs  David  Sinclair  (master^s  mate),  Thomas  Smith, 
George  Park3ms,  Edmund  Lyons,  and  Norfolk  King  (mid- 
shipmen), to  destroy  the  redoubt,  and  these  were  pre- 
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sently  assisted  by  Lieutenants  (of  marines)  Edward  NicoUs, 
William  Fynmore,  and  L.  F.  Boileau. 

The  boats  of  the  Thunderer  and  Standard — commanded 
I17  lieutenants  John  Carter^  John  Waller*  and  Thomas 
Colby — also  pulled  on  shore,  and  boarded  and  destroyed 
the  three  frigates;  and  laeutenant  (of  marines)  Edward 

NicoUs,  of  the  Standard,  who  had  been  directed  to  board 
the  40-gun  frigate,  perfonued  that  service,  after  carrying 
away  the  flag  of  the  Capitan  Pacha.  The  redoubt  was 
quickly  carried*  and  setting  fire  to  the  gabions  and  spik- 
ing the  guns,  eight  of  which  were  brass,  to  throw  large 
marble  balls,  the  boats  returned  to  then:  ships.  The  ex- 
pected explosion  of  the  Turkish  line-of-battle  ship,  which 
the  Repulse,  by  signal  from  the  commander-in-chief,  was 
assisting  to  destroy,  obliged  the  boats  to  return  before 
com})leting  the  demolition  of  the  redoubt. 

I'he  loss  sustained  by  the  British  squadron  under  Sir 
Sidney  Smith  amounted  to  three  seamen  and  one  marine 
killed,  and  one  officer  and  13  men  wounded,  belonging  to 
the  Thunderer;  five  seamen  of  the  Pomp^e  wounded ;  one 
officer  and  five  seamen  of  the  Standard,  and  one  marme  be* 
longing  to  the  Eiidymion,  \S'Ounded  ;  making  a  total  of  four 
killed  and  26  wounded  on  this  particular  service. 

lliis  effected.  Sir  John  Duckworth  and  his  ships  pro- 
ceeded to  within  eight  miles  of  Constantinople,  where  he 
anchored  off  the  Prince's  Islands.  Here  the  British  suc- 
cesses terminated;  for  much  valuable  time  was  frittered 
away  in  useless  menacing  letters  and  proclamations,  which 
proving  of  no  avail,  in  £e  absence  of  active  proceedings, 
the  squadron  on  the  1st  of  March  began  to  retreat.  A 
more  untoward  expedition,  to  say  the  best  of  it,  the  war 
did  not  produce ;  and  it  has  fallen  to  our  lot  to  record 
more  than  one  instance,  in  which  a  court-martial  has 
passed  a  heavy  sentence  in  cases  where  there  was  no  pro- 
portion of  the  blame  accruing  to  this  afiieur.  The  gallant 
officer,  who  destroyed- die  Turkish  squadron,  most  assur- 
edly would  not  have  left  a  gnn  mounted  in  Constantinople 
had  the  responmbility  rested  upon  his  shoulders,  and  the 
-deinandii  of  the  BnlL-^li  g^avci-iiinciit  not  been  fully  satisfied; 
mucli  less  would  he  have  sneaked  through  the  Dardanelles 
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with  an  unscratched  skin,  as,  to  tlie  ditlionour  of  the  na- 
tion, tlir  squadron  under  Sir  John  Duckworth  did. 

On  the  iird  March,  the  squadron,  having  on  the  preceding 
night  anchored  off  Point  Feaquies,  weighed  at  7h.  30in. 
A.iff.y  and  at  Sh.  15ni.  bore  up  with  a  fresh  wind  from 
noTth-east>  and  the  ships  proceeded  thiough  the  strait  in 
the  same  order  as  they  went  up ;  except  that  the  Active  was 
ahead  of  the  Bndymion,  and  that  the  latter,  instead  of  the 
Standard,  had  tlie  Meteor  in  tow.  On  approaching  the 
Castle  of  Abydob,  JSir  John  Duckworth  ordered  the  lioyal 
Geori^e  to  salute  (!)  the  batteries,  not  with  cannon  shot, 
but  blank  cartridge ;  probably  thinking  in  this  way  to 
propitiate  the  Turks,  who  with  lighted  matches  were  ready 
to  open  fire  on  the  ships  as  they  passed.  As  may  be 
expected,  this  waste  of  powder  was  responded  to  by  marble 
shot  and  shellst  which  die  British  ships  returned  widi  their 
broadsides. 

The  defences  of  the  Dardanelles  had  been  considerably 
strengthened  since  the  squadrnn  had  passed  \ip,  and  con- 
sequently the  ships  did  not  escape  with  equal  impunity. 
The  Canopus  had  her  wheel  shot  away,  and  her  hull  much 
damaged ;  but  escaped  with  the  loss  of  only  tiiree  seamen 
wounded.  The  Repulse  was  struck  by  a  stone  shot  from 
the  Asiatic  side,  which  entered  under  the  poop  deck,  killing 
ten  and  wounding  one  lieutenant  of  marines  and  nine  men. 
This  shot  also  badly  wounded  the  mizen-mast,  broke  and 
carried  away  the  wheel,  and  caustd  much  other  damage. 
The  lioyal  George  sustained  some  damage  to  her  TiLrgiog, 
and  a  large  stone  shot  stuck  fast  in  her  cut- water ;  her 
loss  amounted  to  three  men  killed  and  27  wounded.  The 
Windsor  Castle  received  a  stone  shot,  weighing  SOOlbs., 
which  cut  her  main-mast  three  parts  tlurough,  killed  three, 
and  wounded  13  men.  The  Standard  was  struck  by  a  shot 
from  the  Castle  of  Sestos,  weighing  7701b8.,  and  of  the 
extraordinary  size  of  tv^enty-six  inches  in  diameter,  which, 
entering  the  lower-deck,  kilU  cl  four  men,  and  caused  an 
explosion  of  the  cartridge  boxes,  which  badly  wounded  one 
lieutenant,  40  seamen,  and  six  marines.  An  alarm  of  hre 
caused  four  other  men  to  leap  overboard,  which  made  her  total 
loss  eight  killed  or  drowned  and  46  wounded*  The  Fompte 
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escaped  untouched  ;  but  the  Thunderer  was  much  damaged, 
and  had  two  seamen  killed,  and  one  lieutenant,  one  mid- 
shipman, ten  seamen,  and  two  marines  wounded,  A  stone 
shot  of  SOOlbs.  weight  struck  the  Active,  and  passing 
through  her  side  lodged  on  fhe  orlop-ded£«  Captain 
Moubray,  on  looking  over  the  side,  observed  two  of  his 
crew  at  the  same  moment  thrusting  their  heads  through 
the  hole  made  by  it.  The  Active  had  eight  men  wounded ; 
the  Endymion,  three  men  killed  and  nine  wounded  ;  and 
the  Meteor,  eight  wounded.  Total:  29  killed  and  138 
wounded.  The  total  loss  incurred  in  this  expedition 
amounted  to  46  killed  and  235  wounded. 

The  names  of  the  officers  killed  and  wounded  were  as  fol- 
lows : — Canopus,  Captain  (marines)  R.  Kent  killed,  Mid- 
shipmen John  Nichols  and  George  Wray  wounded.  Re- 
pulse, Lieutenant  (marines)  llio mas  Marshall  and  Master's 
Mate  Joseph  Magui  wounded,  iioyal  George,  Lieutenant  G, 
L.  Belli  killed ;  Lieutenants  John  Forbes  and  Nesbit  J.  Wil- 
loughby;  Midshipmen  George  Holbrook,  John  Fumeaux» 
—  Dairy  mple,  John  Alexander,  John  Wood  Rouse,  and 
Charles  Ckitesworth,  wounded.  Windsor  Castle,  William 
Jones,  master's  mate,  wounded.  Standard,  Lieutenant 
Daniel  Harrington,  Lieutenant  (marines)  William Fynmore; 
Master's  Mates  John  Haines  and  William  Smith  ;  Mid- 
shipman Charles  Jay ;  Boatswain  William  Shorbridge, 
wounded.  Thunderer.  Lieutenants  John  Waller  and 
Thomas  Colby,  and  Midshipman  J.  Moore,  wounded.  Ac- 
tive, Boatswain  Mark  Palmer  wounded.  Endymion,  lieu- 
tenant John  Langdon  wounded.  Meteor  Lieutenant  (ma- 
rine artillery)  Charles  E.  Balchild  wounded* 

On  the  4th  of  February,  the  British  20-gun  ship  Bac- 
chante, and  iS-pounder  32-gun  frigate  Mediator,  Captains 
James  Richard  Dacres  and  William  Furlong  Wise,  were 
cruizing  oif  Cape  Hafael,  bt.  JJomingo,  and  having  captured 
the  French  national  schooner  Dauphin,  it  was  determined  on 
by  Captain  Dacres  to  take  advantage  of  this  capture,  in 
order  to  attack  t^e  adjacent  fort  of  Samana,  a  wdl-known 
resort  for  privateers.  The  three  vessels  accordingly  pro- 
ceeded on  this  service,  the  Bacchante  and  schooner  under 
French  colours,  and  the  Mediator  disguised  as  a  neutral. 
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which  disguise  the  latter  was  the  better  able  to  support 
the  ship  having  formerly  been  an  Indiaman.  The  thm 
vessek,  piloted  by  the  masters  of  the  British  dupe,  stood 
through  the  intricate  channel,  and  anchored  vitidn  half  a 

mile  of  Samana,  before  they  were  suspected,  when  the 
fort  opened  fire  which  was  returned  by  the  BritL^h  ships. 
After  a  cannonade  of  four  hours,  Captnin  Wise,  with 
Lieutenants  Henry  L.  Balcer,  Charles  Shaw,  and  John 
Norton,  proceeded  with  the  bnat«  of  the  two  ships,  and 
stormed  and  carried  the  fort.  Mr.  Iliomas  H.  McKenzie, 
master's  mate,  and  two  seamen  of  the  Bacchante  were 
wounded,  and  two  seamen  killed  and  14  wounded  on  boaid 
the  Mediator.  In  the  harbour  were  found  an  American 
ship  and  an  Enghsh  schooner,  and  two  privateers  fitting 
out. 

On  the  1st  of  Marcli,  intelligence  having  reached  the 
50-gun  ship  Glatton,  Captain  Thomas  Seccombe  (which 
with  the  14-gun  brig  Hirondelle,  Lieutenant  George  A.  £• 
Skinner,  was  lying  off  Tenedos),  that  a  Turkish  dip  was 
at  anchor  in  the  Port  of  Sigri,  Cqptain  Seccombe  dis- 
patched the  boats  of  the  ship,  under  Lieutenant  Edward 
Watson,  with  Lieutenant  (of  marines)  Charles  A.  Tiubson, 
and  Midshipman  George  A.  E.  Sandwith,  to  cut  her  out. 
This  service  was  accomplished  after  much  hard  fighting, 
and  with  the  loss  of  Lieutenant  Watson  and  four  men 
killed  and  nine  wounded.  The  prize  had  formerly  been  a 
French  18-gttn  corvette,  and  at  this  tune  mounted  10 
guns. 

On  the  15th  of  March,  while  the  British  22-gun  ship 

Comus,  Captain  Conway  Shipley,  was  cruizing  off  the 
Island  of  Grand  Canaria,  her  boats  were  dispatched,  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenants  George  Watts  and  Hood 
luiight,  and  Lieutenant  (marines)  George  A.  Campbell,  to 
cut  some  vessels  out  of  Puerta  de  Haz.  Six  merchant 
vessels  were  boarded  and  brought  out«  although  protected 
by  three  batteries,  which  opened  a  heavy  cross  fire  on  tlie 
British  boats*  The  only  person  virounded  was  lieutenant 
Campbell. 

On  the  8th  of  May,  still  cruizing  off  the  Canary  Islands, 
information  was  received  on  board  the  Comus,  from  a 
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captured  vessel,  that  a  lar^e  armed  vessel  was  at  anchor 
xinder  the  batteries  of  Grand  Canaria.  Cnptain  Shi]jley 
immediately  determined  on  endeavouring  to  effect  her 
capture,  if  possible  by  surprise,  and  accordingly  made  such 
aa^  for  the  island,  as  to  reach  that  part  where  the  vessel 
was  supposed  to  be  lying  just  before  dark.  This  ac- 
complished, the  boats  were  sent  away ;  but,  after  a  long 
search,  returned  without  having  found  the  enemy  of  which 
they  were  in  search.  At  day-break  the  vessel  was  dis- 
covered moored  close  under  the  princij)al  fort,  and  although 
AO  chance  now  remained  of  taking  the  Spaniards  by  sur- 
prise, the  determination  to  cut  her  out  continued  un- 
changed, llie  Comus,  therefore,  stood  as  dose  in  to  the 
shore  as  she  could,  and  the  boats,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenants  Watts  and  Knight,  and  Mr.  Jeafierson  Miles, 
master's  mate,  were  dis])atc]ied  on  this  severe  senncc. 
The  vessel  was  a  felucca,  wliich  dis])laycd  a  large  Spiiiiiiih 
ensign,  and  was  fully  prej^ared  for  the  attack.  Lieuten.int 
Watts,  in  the  cutter,  was  the  first  to  close,  and  boarded  her, 
exposed  to  a  fire  of  musketry,  from  between  30  and  40 
soldiers,  which  had  been  sent  to  assist  in  the  felucca's 
defence,  and  in  a  short  time  cleared  her  deck.  The  other 
boats  now  arriring  up,  the  British  gained  entire  possession 
of  the  vessel,  and  her  cables  having  been  cut,  they  attempted 
to  take  her  in  tow,  as  the  Spaniards  had  used  the  pre- 
cautifHi  of  carr}ang  her  rudder  and  sails  on  shore.  At  this 
time  a  hawser,  wlxich  had  been  secured  under  water  to  the 
vessel's  stempost,  was  manned  in  the  fort,  by  which  the 
felucca  was  dragged  close  under  the  muzzles  of  their  giuis, 
before  the  British  sailors  could  succeed  in  cutting  it.  The 
rope  being  at  length  cut,  the  vessel  was  towed  dear  of 
the  fire  of  the  batteries.  This  dashing  exploit  was  performed 
with  the  loss  of  one  marine  killed  ;  and  Lieutenant  Watts 
severely,  one  marine  dangerously,  and  two  seamen  and  one 
marine  badly  wounded.  The  prize  was  the  Spanish 
packet  St.  Pedro,  from  Cadiz,  bound  to  Buenos  Ayres, 
with  a  cargo  of  bale  goods.  Of  the  Spanish  troops, 
21  were  made  prisoners,  18  of  whom  were  wounded ;  and 
the  remainder,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  who  swam  to 
the  shore>  were  killed,  as  were  also  her  captain  and  some 
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of  her  crew*  Lieutenant  Watts  was  most  deservedly  pro- 
moted shortly  afterwards  for  this  ^^ant  afiair,  in  which 

he  was  most  ably  supported  by  eacU  oflicer,  seamEui,  aud 
marine  of  the  party. 

Hitherto,  dunnpr  this  protracted  war,  Amerlra  had  been 
playing  the  prohtable  part  of  a  neutral,  and  driving  a  most 
lucrative  trade.  Stimulated  by  the  riches  thus  amassed, 
her  restless  citizens  became  puffed  up  with  arrogance  and 
vanity^  and  considered  themselves  equal  to  cope  with  any 
nation  in  the  world.  Every  opportunity  of  picking  a 
quarrel  with  England  was  consequently  had  recourse  to, 
and  the  rulers  of  the  British  navy,  unhapj^Iy,  too  much 
abetted  them  by  their  unwise  conduct  to  13nti5h  sailors. 
Continual  service  and  inadequate  pay  made  the  latter  ready 
victims  where  liberty  and  high  wages  were  the  baits  held 
out :  hence  many  men  deserted  their  country's  service,  and 
in  an  evil  hour  entered  that  of  her  most  rancorous,  although 
impotent,  enemy.  To  enter  minutely  into  the  details  of  the 
different  transactions  which  eventually  involved  the  coun- 
tries in  a  war  \\  oiild  \vm\  us  beyond  our  limits,  and  we  wiU 
therefore  summarily  ^tute  the  lir.-t  iii-tance  in  which  open 
hostilities,  brought  about  by  enforcing  British  right  of 
search  after  her  own  seamen,  took  place. 

Several  men  having  deserted  from  the  British  squadron 
hlockading  the  Frendi  74-gun  ships  Patiiote  and  Eole,  in 
the  river  Chesapeake,  and  certain  intelligence  having  heen 
ohtained  that  these  men  had  entered  on  hoard  the  36-gun 
frigate  Chesapeake,  the  50-gun  ship  Leopard,  Captain 
Salusbur}'  Pryce  Humphreys,  was  dispatched  by  Vice-Ad- 
miral  Berkeley  from  Halifax,  with  ord(  r>  to  search  the 
Chesapeake  frigate  fur  deserters  from  the  Belleisle,  Bel- 
lona.  Triumph,  Chichester,  Halifax,  and  Zenobia  cuttCT.** 

On  the  21st  March,  the  Leopard  anchored  in  Lynn- 
haven  Bay,  in  company  with  the  BeUona  and  Mdampus* 
On  Ihe  22nd,  the  Leopard  wdghed,  and  at  6h  a.m.  re- 
anchored  three  miles  to  the  northward  of  Cape  iknry  light- 
house, in  company  v^ith  the  Triumph.  At  7h.  15m.  the 
United  States  frigate  Chesapeake  put  to  sea  from  Hamp- 
ton roads,  and  at  9h.  passed  the  Bellona  and  Meiampus, 
whereupon  the  BeUona  directed  the  Leopard  by  signal  to 
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weight  and  reconnoitre  her.  At  9h.  15m.  the  Leopard, 
being  under  sail^  observed  the  Chesapeake  about  three 
miles  astern ;  and  at  3h.  p.m.,  having  arrived  at  the  dis- 
tance of  four  or  five  leagues  from  Cape  Henry,  the  Leopard 

bore  down  to  speak  tlie  Chesapeake,  then  about  two  iuiieia 
distant. 

The  wind  being  hght,  it  was  3h.  30m.  before  the 
Leopard  arrived  close  up  with  the  Chesapeake ;  when  Cap- 
tain Humphreys  hailed,  and  said,  "He  had  dispatches 
flwm  the  British  commander-in-chief."    The  answer  was. 

Send  them  on  board,  I  shall  heave  to."  Both  ships  hove 
to,  and  Lieutenant  John  Meade  ¥^nt  on  board  with  the 
order  from  Admiral  Berkeley,  and  at  the  $ame  time  carry- 
ing a  message  from  Captain  Humphreys  to  Commodore 
Barron,  exprtib^ing  his  hope  that  every  point  might  be 
amicably  adjusted.  At  4h.  15m.  the  boat  w^as  recalled, 
and  Lieutenant  Meade  brought  a  reply  from  Commodore 
Barron,  stating  that  he  knew  of  no  men  such  as  were  des- 
cribed in  the  order,  and  that  the  recruiting  parties  at  Boston 
were  particularly  directed  not  to  enter  any  deserters  from 
his  Britonnic  Majesty's  ships.  The  commodore  further 
stated  that  his  instructions  were  not  to  permit  the  ship's 
company  to  be  mustered  by  any  but  their  own  officers,  and 
that  his  desire  was  to  preserve  harmony. 

The  Leopard  then  edged  down  towards  the  American 
frigate,  and  Captcun  Humphreys  said,  Commodore  Bar- 
ron, you  must  be  aware  of  the  necessity  1  am  under  of 
complying  with  the  orders  of  my  commander-in-chief.*' 
These  words  were  twice  repeated,  to  which  the  only  reply 
returned  was,  '*  I  do  not  understand  what  you  say;" 
which  Words  were  distinctly  heard  on  board  the  Leopard, 
althouprh  to  windward.  The  Leopard  then  fired  a  shot 
across  the  bows  of  the  Chesapeake,  which  was  followed  by 
a  second ;  and,  as  nothing  but  evasive  answers  were  re- 
turned to  the  repeated  hails  of  Captain  Humphreys,  the 
Leopard  fired  her  broadside.  Commodore  Barron  then 
hailed,  that  he  would  send  a  boat  on  board ;  but,  as  the 
frigate  was  evidently  making  preparations  for  action,  the 
Leopard  continued  her  fire.    A  few  straggling  shot  were 
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discharged  from  the  guns  of  the  Chesapeake ;  hut  at  4h. 
15m.,  on  the  Leopard*s  firing  her  third  broadside,  the 
American  colom*s  were  hauled  down,  and  Lieutenant  Smith, 
of  the  Chesapeake,  came  on  board  the  Leopard  with  a 
message  from  Commodore  Barron,  to  the  effect  that  he 
considered  the  American  frigate  to  be  the  prize  of  the 
Leopard. 

At  5h.  P.M.  Lieutenants  Gordon  Thomas  Falcon,  Qeorge 

Martin  Guise,  uud  John  Meade,  with  a  party  of  men,  pro- 
ceeded on  hoard  the  American  frigate,  and  mustered  her 
ship's  company,  when  about  12  W(  i  c  recognized  as  de- 
serters ;  but  four  only,  three  belongmg  to  the  Melampus 
and  one  to  the  Halifax,  were  brought  away,  llie  Leopard 
then  made  sail  for  Lynn-haven  Bay,  and  the  Chesapeake  re- 
turned to  Hampton  roads.  The  Leopard  had  no  one  hurt ; 
but  the  Chesapeake,  besides  being  greatly  damaged,  had 
three  seamen  killed  and  the  commodore  and  17  men 
wouiided.  As  has  in  too  many  instances  been  the  case,  the 
spirited  conduct  of  Vice- Admiral  Berlaley  and  of  Captain 
Humphreys  was  disavowed  by  the  British  government; 
the  British  right  of  search  was  given  up,  and  Vice-Admiral 
Berkeley  recalled  from  the  Nortih  American  command. 

The  following  interesting  nanatiye  is  recorded  in  Cap- 
tain Brenton's  Naval  History : — "  The  Spartan  frigate,  of 
38  guns.  Captain  Jahleel  Brenton,  met  with  a  severe  loss, 
on  the  14th  of  May,  off  Nice.  She  had  been  all  day 
chasing  a  polacre  ship,  and  at  sun-set  both  were  beciilniL  cl, 
at  the  distance  of  about  five  miles  from  each  other :  the  ves- 
sel appeared  to  be  an  unarmed  merchant  ship.  The  boats 
of  the  Spartan,  with  the  two  senior  lieutenants  (Benjamin 
Weir  and  Woodford  Williams),  and  70  of  the  best  men, 
pulled  alongside,  in  two  divisions,  and  attempted  to  board 
her  on  the  bow  and  quarter  with  the  usual  determination 
and  valour  of  British  seamen ;  but  the  vessel  was  defended 
by  a  numerous  and  equally  gallant  crew,  assisted  by  hoard- 
ing nettings  and  cvcy  other  means  of  resistjiiice.  The 
first  discharge  from  their  great  gun^  and  musketry  laid  6^ 
of  our  brave  fellows  low-^the  first  and  second  lieutenants 
and  26  men  being  killed  or  mortally  wounded ;  Leven  only 
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remained  unhurt.  The  few  remaining  hands  conducted  the 
boats  back  to  the  ship."* 

A  few  days  afterwards  the  Spartan  was  chased  by  a 
French  .>(|uadron,  cuusibtinL^  (upon  the  information  ehcited 
by  Mr.  James)  of  the  74 -gun  ship  Annibal  (late  British 
Hannibal,  captured  in  Algesiras  Bay),  30-guu  frigates  Po- 
mone  and  Incorruptible,  and  brig  Victorieuse.  The  Spar- 
tan was  proceeding  from  Fdermo  towards  Toulon^  when, 
observing  the  above  ships,  Captain  Brenton  determined  on 
watchinjof  their  motions  durmg  the  night ;  but  being  per- 
ceived, the  e  nemy  gave  chase  to  the  Spartan.  By  daylight 
on  tb.e  succeeding  morning,  the  strangers  were  within 
three  miles  of  the  Spartan;  but  a  light  breeze  springing  up. 
the  Spartan  ran  close  down  the  east  side  of  Cabrera,  pur- 
sued by  the  Annibal.  The  frigates  and  brig,  hoping  to  in- 
tercept the  Spartan,  made  ^  round  the  west  side  of 
the  island ;  and  in  this  the  headmost,  possessing  a  fine 
strong  breeze  and  finding  the  Spartan  becalmed,  was  nearly 

*  The  narrow  csca})e  of  one  of  tlic  men  is  very  remarkable. 
James  Bodie,  the  coxswain  of  the  barge,  was  missinj^.  The  deeeased 
men  were  idl  laid  out  on  the  main-deck  :  the  wife  of  Bodic,  an  inte- 
resting young  woman,  wlio  was  on  board,  flew  with  a  lanthom  from 
one  to  the  odier  In  se^di  of  her  husband,  hut  in  Tsin;  ell  the  sar- 
vhon  declared  that  he  had  andouhteu;y  perished ;  that  they  saw  him 
wounded  and  Ml  between  the  dup  and  the  boat.  The  poor  woman 
became  delirioiu,  got  mto  the  barge,  which  was  by  iMs  time  replaced 
on  the  booms  ;  and,  taking  Ihe  staition  recently  occupied  by  her  hus- 
band, could  with  difficulty  be  removed  from  it,    A  few  days,  with  the 

'  Bootiiing  kindness  of  the  officers  and  crew,  produced  a  cahn  ]>iit  set- 
tled i^rief.  At  Malta  a  sub.^^eription  of  eighty  guineas  was  made  for 
her,  and  ?<he  Avas  sent  to  her  parents  in  Ireland.  Some  weeks  elapsed, 
when  the  >nnrfan  spoke  a  neutral  vessel  from  Nice,  and  learnt  that  a 
polacre  baa  ai  rived  tliere,  after  a  severe  action  with  the  boats  of  a  fri- 
gate, which  slic  had  beaten  oil,  and  that  when  the  boats  had  left  her 
a  wounded  Englidmiati  waa  discoveied,  holding  on  by  the  rodder- 
ehaiiia,  who  waa  instantly  taken  on  board,  and,  his  woonds  being 
cored,  had  been 'sent  prisoner  to  Yerdon*  Captain  Brenton,  con- 
elndingthat  this  was  his  late  coxswain,  wrote  to  his  friends  at  the  depdt, 
and  ascertained  that  the  man  thos  rescned  was  James  Bodie,  who  re- 

.  mained  a  prisoner  foor  years.  The  widow  of  this  man  (who  lived 
afterwards  for  many  years)  is  at  present  a  nurse  in  Greenwich  Hoiq^* 
tal»  where  her  exemplary  condoct  has  gained  her  much  respect. 
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succesfiful.  Having  arrived  within  gun*8hot«  she  opened 
fire  upon  the  Spartan ;  but  in  a  few  minutes,  having  lost 
the  breeze  and  being  surrounded  by  her  own  smoke,  was 

unable  to  make  further  progress.   Captain  Brenton,  on  the 

contrary,  would  not  alic  w'  a  gun  to  be  fired,  and  being  con- 
sequently left  in  possession  of  the  light  air  of  wind  existing 
at  the  time,  the  bpartan  crept  away  from  her  adversaries 
and  escaped. 

On  the  12th  of  April,  the  hired  armed  ships  Sally,  Fal- 
con, and  Charles— Captains  Edwaid  Chetham,  George  San- 
ders, and  Robert  Clephane— were  cruizing  off  Dantzie 
Bay,  with  a  view  to  intercept  any  vessels  endeavouring  to 
convey  provisions  to  the  French  troops  besieging  ]3antzic. 
On  the  1 7th,  observing  that  the  French  had  encaiaped  on 
the  western  bank  of  the  Vistula,  thus  cutting  off  his  com- 
munication with  the  Prussian  garrison.  Captain  Chetham 
lightened  his  ship  by  sending  her  stores  on  board  the  Fal- 
con, and  then  pushed  the  Sally  through  the  shoal  water, 
at  tiie  mouth  of  the  Vistula,  in  order  to  attack  the  ene- 
my's position.  At  6h.  SOm.  p.m.  the  Sally,  whose  force 
amounted  to  IG  guns,  probably  18-pounder  carronades, 
commenced  a  close  action  w  ith  the  French  troops,  consist- 
ing of  2,000  men,  assisted  by  three  field-pieces  and  a  bat- 
tery at  Legau.  The  mutual  firing  continued  until  9h. 
P.M.,  when,  several  of  the  breechings  of  her  larboard  guns 
having  broken,  the  Sally  attempted  to  bruig  her  starboard 
broadside  to  bear  on  the  enemy ;  but  in  this  she  vras  pre- 
vented by  the  strength  of  the  corrent.  The  Sally  then 
made  sail  down  the  stream  and  ceased  firing.  Lieutenant 
James  Edward  Eastman,  and  a  great  part  of  her  crew,  were 
wounded  by  the  incessant  fire  of  mu-lvutry  to  which  the 
Sally  had  ])een  exposed,  more  than  1,000  balls  having 
lodged  in  her  hull. 

On  the  19th  of  April,  the  gun-brig  Richmond,  lieute- 
nant Samuel  S.  Heming,  working  alongshore,  near  Cape 
Mondego,  coast  of  Portugal,  discovered  a  lugger,  vdth  Spa- 
nish colours  flying,  in  a  bay  six  leagues  to  the  northvmd  of 
Peruche.  In  the  evening  Sub-LiculcnanL  George  Bush 
I  boarded  and  carried  her  in  the  face  of  a  heavy  fire,  which 

I 
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wounded  ihrcc  men.  The  lugger,  which  mounted  four 
4-j)(jiiijdcrs,  had  on  board  a  crew  of  36  men,  all  of  which 
except  12  escaped  to  tlie  shore. 

On  the  24th  of  April,  the  1 8-guii  sloop  Dauntless,  Cap- 
tain Christopher  Strachey,  made  a  gallant  attempt  to  as- 
sist the  Pnissian  garrison  of  Dantzic  with  600  barrels  of 
gunpowder.  Having  a  fieiYourable  wmd,  the  Dauntless  ran 

up  the  river,  with  studding-sails  set,  ^ring  on  the  enemy 
as  she  passed;  but  a  sudden  shift  of  wind  lieadin^^  iier,  tiie 
Dauntless  grounded  v/ithia  half  musket-shot  of  the  French 
batteries,  and  surrendered. 

On  the  5th  of  June,  the  British  38-gun  frigate  Pomone, 
Captain  Robert  Barrie^  cruizing  off  the  Pertius  Breton, 
chased  a  French  convoy  which  was  under  the  protec- 
tion of  three  armed  brigs,  and  drove  several  ships  be. 

longing  to  it  on  shore.  A  transport  and  a  brig  were 
brought  out,  notwithstanding  a  heavy  fire  from  the  shore, 
by  Lieutenant  John  Jones,  without  any  loss,  althouirh  the 
grape-shot  from  one  of  the  gun-brigs  jiassed  tliruugh  and 
through  his  boat.  Fourteen  vessels  of  this  convoy  were 
captured  on  the  same  day»  near  St.  Gilles,  by  the  Pomona's 
boats*  under  Lieutenant  James  Wallace  Gabriel. 

On  the  6th  of  June»  Lieutenant  Hall  was  dispatched 
from  the  14-gun  brig  Port  d'Espagne,  Lieutenant  James  P. 
Stewart,  cruizmg  in  the  Gulf  of  Paria,  in  a  prize  schooner, 
disguised  as  a  neutral,  to  attack  a  Spanish  privateer. 
Lieutenant  Hiill,  after  receiving  a  fire  of  nmskelry,  laid  the 
privateer  on  board  and  carried  her.  The  prize  was  the 
Mercedes,  mounting  two  guns  and  tw^o  swivels,  with  a  crew 
of  30  men  ;  three  of  whom  were  killed  and  one  drovmed. 
Two  men  belonging  to  the  British  boats  were  drovmed. 

On  the  19th  of  July,  in  consequence  of  the  treaty  of 
Tilsit,  a  demand  was  made  by  Great  Britain  for  the  sur- 
render uf  the  Danish  fleet,  which  was  required  to  be  de- 
livered up  and  to  be  carried  to  England,  under  a  solemn 
promise  of  its  re<^toration  at  the  conclusion  of  a  general 
peace.  On  the  26th  of  July,  Admiral  James  Gambier 
sailed  from  Yarmouth  roads  vrith  the  following  17  sail  of 
the  line,  21  frigates,  sloops,  bombs,  &c. 
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Flerculc  .... 
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Captain 
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-j  Dictator...  < 
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rAdm.  James  Gamljier  (blue), 
\  Captain  Sir  Home  Fopham, 
L     „     Adam  McKenzie, 

{Vice-Adm.  Hon.  H.  £.  Stanhope 
(blue). 
Captain  Richard  Dacres, 
]f  Commodore  Sir  Samuel  Hood, 
tCciptaiii  William  H.  Webley, 
f  Commodore  Richard  G.  Keats, 
LCaptain  Peter  Halket, 

Hon.  Robert  Stopford, 
Alexander  Frazer, 
Samuel  Hood  linzee, 
Thomas  Oraves, 
George  Bnrlton, 
Hon.  John  Colville, 
Sir  Arch.  C.  Dickson, 
John  Bliorh, 
Peter  Puget, 
Isaac  WooUej, 
John  Draper, 
Donald  Campbell, 
Robert  CampbeQ. 
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After  an  interview  between  the  Crown  Prince  of  Den- 
mark and  the  British  plenipotentiary,  Mr.  Jackson,  the 
former  having  given  a  decided  refusal  to  submit  to  the  pro- 
position? of  the  Britii=5h  GTovernuient,  measures  were  had 
recourse  to  in  order  to  obtain  possession  of  the  Danish  Heet 
by  force.  By  this  time  the  64-gun  ship  Agamemnon,  Cap- 
tain Jonas  Rose,  had  arrived  with  the  transports  and  fri« 
gates,  and  the  British  force  before  Copenhagen  consisted  of 
25  sail  of  the  line,  40  frigates,  and  troops,  principally  Ger- 
man, under  the  command  of  General  Lord  Catiicart,  to  the 
number  of  27,000. 

On  the  14th  of  August,  his  Danish  Majesty  quitted  the 
capital  for  Goldiug,  in  Jutland,  entrusting  the  defence  of 
the  city  to  Major- General  Peiman.   The  population  in  the 
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city  and  suburbs  of  Copenhagen  was  estimated  at  100,000 

souls,  and  the  militar}"  and  naval  force,  including  militia, 
amounted  to  about  12,000  men.  The  main  body  uf  the 
Danish  army,  about  30,0UU,  was  encamped  in  Hoistein. 

The  defences  of  Copenhagen  consisted  of  the  Trekionen 
battery,  built  on  piles,  about  2,000  yards  from  the  mouth 
of  the  harbour  (or  river,  which  runs  through  the  centre  of 
the  town),  mounting  68  guns  besides  mortars ;  the  citadel, 
mounting  20  guns  and  four  mortars ;  and  the  arsenal  bat- 
tery, mounting  50  guns  and  1 2  mortars.  Total :  1 74  guns 
(for  the  most  part  long  36  and  24-pounders)  and  25  mor- 
tars* In  front  of  the  harbour  were  moored  the  block  ship 
Mars,  of  64  guns,  four  prames,  each  mounting  20  long  24* 
pounders,  two  floating  batteries,  and  25  or  30  gun-boats, 
each  mounting  two  heavy  long  guns.  In  the  arsenal,  afloat 
were  16  sail  of  the  line  and  21  frigates,  but  which,  for  the 
most  part,  wvw  in  an  unserviceable  state,  and  three  74-grun 

ships,  which  were  on  the  stocks.  Two  other  ships  oi  the 
line  were  in  ports  of  Norway. 

On  the  night  of  the  12th,  the  32-gun  frigate  Frederick- 
scoani,  which  was  lying  at  Elsineur,  slipped  her  cable,  and 
steered  for  Norway ;  upon  which  Achniral  €kmtibier  directed 
Captain  Ekins,  in  the  74-giin  ship  Defence,  with  the  :22- 
gun  ship  Comiis,  Captain  Edmund  Hey  wood,  to  pursue 
the  Danish  frigate.  The  Comus  being  ordered  by  Captain 
Ekins  to  make  sail  in  advance,  at  6h.  3Qm.  a.m.  on  the 
14th,  discovered  the  Danish  frigate  nearly  ahead.  At 
noon,  the  Frederickscoem  was  five  miles  distant  from  the 
Clomus,  and  the  Defence  seven  miles  astern  of  the  latter. 
At  6h.  P.M.  a  light  easterly  breeze  springing  up,  the  Co- 
mus gained  considerably  on  the  chase,  unci  about  mid- 
night had  arrived  within  hail,  when  Captain  Hey  wood, 
haihng  the  Danish  frigate,  requested  her  captain  to  lieave 
the  ship  to.  This  being  refused,  a  musket  was  fired  from 
the  Comus,  which  was  returned  by  a  shot  from  the  stem- 
guns  of  the  Fredericksooam.  The  Comus  then  bore  up, 
and,  passing  under  the  stem  of  the  Danish  frigate,  fired 
a  broadside  within  pistol-shot  distance.  The  action  be- 
came warm  on  both  sides,  and  cuiitiiiued  45  minutes, 
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when  the  Fredericks coarn,  froin  the  disabled  state  of  her 
rigglnpr,  fell  on  board  the  Comus.  She  was  immediately 
boarded,  and,  after  a  slight  resistance,  carried.  The 
boarders  were  headed  by  Ueutenaats  Edwaxd  Watts  and 
Hood  Knight* 

The  Comus  sustained  very  little  damage^  and  only  one 
of  her  crew  was  wounded.  The  Frederickscoam  si^dSered 

considerably  in  rigging,  masts,  and  yards,  and  had  12  men 

killed  and  20  wounded.  The  Comus  mounted  22  long  9- 
pounders  ou  the  main -deck  and  eight  24 -pounder  carro- 

nades,  and  two  long  nines  on  the  quarter-deck  and  fore- 
castle, with  a  crew  of  145  men. 

The  Frederickscoam  was  armed  with  32  long  12  and  6- 
pounders  and  six  12-pounder  carronades»  so  that  had 
these  two  ships  met  under  different  drcumstances,  the  ad- 
vantage would  have  been  greatly  on  the  side  of  the  Danish 
frigate ;  and,  indeed,  as  it  was,  the  skill  displayed  by  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  Comus,  who,  under  their  late  cap- 
tain (Conway  Shipley) .  had  been  brous^ht  into  a  hue  state 
of  discipline,  redounded  much  to  their  credit. 

Much  time  was  necessarily  consumed  by  the  land  forces 
in  constructing  batteries,  during  which  the  small  vessels  of 
the  British  £eet  rendered  important  services  in  checking  the 
annoyances  of  the  Danes. 

On  the  23rd  of  August,  while  thus  employed,  the  inshore 
squiidron,  consisting  of  18-gun  sloops  Hebe,  Cruiser,  and 
Mutine — Captains  Edward  Ellicott,  Pringle  Stoddart,  and 
Hugh  Steuart — ^four  mortar  vessels,  and  eight  gun-brigs 
were  warmly  attacked  by  the  batteries^  prames,  and  gun- 
boatSj  and  the  British  vessels*  armed  principally  with  car- 
ronades»  being  unable  to  mdce  an  adequate  return*  retired 
out  of  gun-shot*  In  this  attack  Lieutenant  John  Wood* 
ford,  commanding  the  gun-brig  Cruizer,  and  three  seamen 
were  killed,  and  Lieutenant  John  Williams,  oi  the  Fearless, 
seven  seamen,  and  five  marines  wounded. 

On  the  31st  of  August,  the  advanced  squadron  was 
again  exposed  to  an  attack  from  the  batteries,  prames,  and 
gun-boats*  in  the  course  of  which  an  armed  transport  was 

jblown  upi  by  which  catastrophe  her  master  (James  Mo* 
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yase)  and  nine  seamen  were  killed,  and  Lieutenant  Henry 
N.  Rowe,  Mr.  P.  Tomlinson,  master's  mate^  and  19  seamen 
wounded. 

At  length,  on  the  2nd  of  September^  the  preparations 
being  completed  and  the  terms  proposed  i^ain  revised,  the 
British  batteries  opened  fire  upon  the  town  and  forts  of 

Copenhagen,  into  which  the  mortar- vessels  threw  shells. 
The  bombardment  continued  with  very  little  intermission 
till  the  evening  of  the  5th,  when  Major- General  Peiman 
sent  out  a  flag  of  truce.  Major-General  Sir  Arthur  Welles- 
ley,  Captain  Sir  Home  Popham,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sir 
George  Murray  w^ere  appointed  to  settle  the  terms  of  capi- 
tulation, having  for  its  basis  the  surrender  of  the  Danish 
fleet  On  the  6th,  the  articles  of  capitulation  were  drawn 
up,  and,  on  the  morning  of  the  7th,  signed  and  ratified  by 
the  respective  parties.  By  this  arrangement  the  British 
were  to  be  put  in  possession  of  the  citadel  and  of  the  ships 
of  war  and  their  stores  ;  but  within  six  weeks  from  the  date 
of  the  capitulation,  the  citadel  was  to  be  restored,  and  the 
Island  of  Zealand  evacuated  by  the  British ;  in  the  mean 
time,  all  hostilities  were  to  cease  and  all  property  and  pri- 
soners taken  on  either  side  to  be  given  up. 

The  loss  of  the  British  since  the  commencement  of  hosti- 
lities amounted  to  four  odicers,  one  serjeant,  and  37  rank 
and  iilu  kiUed ;  six  officers,  one  serjeant,  138  rank  and  hie 
wounded;  one  serjeant  and  23  rank  and  file  missing; 
making,  with,  the  casualties  of  the  navy,  a  loss  of  56  killed, 
175  wounded,  and  25  missing. 

The  Danes,  in  the  different  skirmishes  outside  the  city, 
lost  about  250  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  above  1,500 
within  tibe  fortifications,  consisting  of  men,  women,  and 
children,  which  latter  it  was  in  the  Danish  general's  power 
to  have  averted,  had  he  made  use  of  the  numerous  opportu- 
nities afforded  for  removing  them.  One  church  and  above 
300  houses  were  destroyed.  The  arrangements  in  the 
arsenal  in  respect  to  the  ships'  stores  were  so  good,  that  in 
the  space  of  nine  days  14  sail  of  the  line  were  equipped  and 
towed  from  the  harbour  into  the  road,  notwithstanding  that 
several  ships  underwent  considerable  repairs  in  that  time. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Crown  Prince,  while  at  Kiel,  sent 
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an  order  to  Major-Oeneral  Peiman  to  bom  the  fleet  ia  the 

event  of  his  being  compelled  to  surrender  the  town ;  but 
that  the  messenger  was  intercepted  by  some  British  pa- 
troles  who  destroyed  the  despatches. 

At  the  end  of  six  weeks,  the  three  remaining  ships  of  the 
line,  together  with  the  frigates  and  sloops,  were  removed  to 
the  road,  and  the  arsenal  cleared  of  its  naval  stores.  Of 
the  three  ships  on  the  stocks,  two  were  taken  to  pieces, 
and  the  most  useful  of  the  timbers  brought  off;  but  the 
third,  being  nearly  planked  up,  was  destroyed.  The  block 
ships,  being  unfit  to  make  the  voyage  to  England,  were 
burnt.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  Danish  fleet  brought 
away  from  Copenhagen  by  the  British  armament : — 

Gun  8^p, 

'Princesse-Sophia^Ere* 


r  Christian  VIL, 
80 1  Waldemar, 


74 


Neptunos, 
Dannemark, 
Norge, 
Arve-Prindts, 
Justitia, 
Kron-Prindts, 
Kron-Princesse, 
Odin, 


74 


derica, 

Skiold, 
\  Tre- Kronen, 
Princesse-Carolina, 
Jyren, 
g^rSyeren, 
^Dittsmarchen, 

Liiota, 


skx  frigates  of  36  g^uns,  two  20-gun  ships,  11  corvettes  and 
brigs,  one  schooner,  and  25  gun-boats. 

On  the  moming  of  the  2ist  of  October,  the  licet  sailed 
from  Copenhagen  in  three  divisions.  In  going  down  the 
Sound,  the  80-gun  ship  Neptunos  grounded  on  a  sand- 
bank, near  the  Island  of  Huen,  and,  although  every  exer- 
tion was  used,  the  ship  could  not  be  got  off,  and  was 
destroyed.  On  entering  the  Cattegat,  the  weather  became 
stormy,  and  all  but  three  of  the  Danish  gon-boats  'were 
destroyed.  At  the  end  of  the  month  the  fleet  and  the  re- 
mainder of  the  prizes  arrived  in  Yarmouth  roads  and  the 
Downs. 

Only  four  of  the  line  of  battle  ships  taken  from  the 
Danes^ — ^Christian  VII.,  Dannemark,  Norge,  and  Princcsse 
Carolina — ^were,  on  being  surveyed,  found  £t  for  active  ser- 
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vice;  and  the  most  valuable  part  of  the  seizure  at  Copen- 
hagen consisted  in  the  naval  stores,  the  value  of  which  may 

be  appreciated  when  it  is  known  that*  exdusive  of  the 
stores  shipped  on  board  the  fleet  and  prizes,  92  transports, 

measuring  upwards  of  20,000  tons,  were  deeply  laden  with 

them.  The  thanks  of  Parliament  were  voted  to  th^  army 
and  navy  employed  in  this  successful  expedition.  Admiral 
Gambier  was  raised  to  the  peerage.  Lord  Cathcart  made  an 
English  peer;  Vice- Admiral  Stanhope,  Lieutenant- General 

Bunrard»  and  Major-General  Bloomfield  created  baronets ; 
and  Captain  Greorge  Ralph  Collier*  of  the  Surveillance  fn> 
gate,  the  bearer  of  the  despatches,  knighted, 

A  decLu-iitioii  uf  war  on  tliu  jjart  uf  Denmark  was  im- 
mediately followed  by  an  order  from  the  English  govern- 
ment to  mnke  reprisals  on  the  Danes,  and  the  74-G:nn  ship 
Vanguard  and  a  few  frigates  were  left  cruizing  in  the  Belt* 

On  the  6th  of  August,  late  in  the  evening,  the  3 8 -gun 
frigate  Hydra,  Captain  George  Mundy,  cruizing  off  Cata- 
lonia, chased  into  the  harbour  of  B^ur,  an  armed  polacre 
ship  and  two  brigs.  On  the  following  morning,  these 
vessels  were  discovered  lying  under  the  protection  of  a 
tower  and  a  battery.  A  little  before  Ih.  p.m.  the  Hydra 
anchored,  with  springs  on  her  cables,  at  the  entrance  of 
the  harbour,  and  opened  a  fire  on  the  battery,  which  was 
returned ;  and,  after  an  hour's  continuance,  a  division  of 
boats,  vidth  50  seamen  and  marines,  commanded  by  Lieu- 
tenant Edward  O'Brien  Drury,  with  Lieutenants  of  ma- 
rines John  Hayes  and  Edward  Pengelly,  Messieurs  John 
Finlayson,  midshipman,  and  Robert  Hendrick  Goddard, 
captain's  clerk,  pushed  for  the  shore  frum  the  Hydra, 
and  attacked  the  fort  in  a  very  gallant  maimer,  under  a 
heavy  discharge  of  grape  and  musketry  from  the  vessels  as 
weU  as  from  the  shore.  The  enemy  spiked  the  guns  and 
quitted  the  battery  as  the  British  entered  it  on  the  opposite 
side.  Leaving  lieutenant  Hayes  with  the  greater  part  of 
the  marines  to  occupy  the  heights  which  commanded  the 
decks  of  the  vessels,  Lieutenant  Drury  with  the  remainder 
advanced  towards  the  town,  which  was  in  a  short  time 
cleared.  The  crews  of  the  French  vesacls  then  made  for 
the  shore,  and  formed  in  groups  among  the  rocks  and 
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bushes,  from  whence  they  annoyed  the  seamen,  as  the  lat- 
ter, having  taken  possession  of  the  boats  on  the  heach, 
boarded  the  polacres.  At  3h.  30m.  Lieutenant  Drury, 
liaving  gained  entire  poaaession  of  the  veasels*  carried 
out*  l^waers  to  the  rocks,  and  commenced  urarping  out 
against  a  strong  breeze,  exposed  to  a  galling  fire  of  mus- 
ketry. Lieutenant  James  Lltde,  willi  the  remainder  of  the 
Hydra's  boats,  arriving  to  the  assistance  of  their  shipmates, 
the  prizes  rounded  the  point  of  the  harbour  at4h.  p.m.,  and 
the  marines  were  rc-cmbarked.  The  captured  vessels  were 
the  ship  Eugene,  of  16  guns,  and  130  men  :  and  brigs  Ca- 
roline, 12  guns  and  40  men,  and  Rosario,  of  four  guns 
and  40  men.  Only  one  seaman  wp.s  killed  and  two  wound* 
ed  on  board  the  Hydra,  and  Mr.  Ooddard  and  three  men 
wounded  of  the  detadmient  on  dunre.  The  Hydra  sus- 
tamed  some  trifling  damage  in  her  masts  and  rigging. 

On  the  18th  of  August,  the  bo^its  of  the  18- gun  corvette 
Confiance,  Captain  James  Lucas  Yeo,  under  the  orders  of 
Lieutenant  William  Hovenden  Walker,  with  Messieurs 
Massey  H.  Herbert  and  George  Forder,  midshipmen,  at- 
tacked a  lugger  privateer,  mounting  one  long  12-pounder, 
and  two  4-pounders,  with  a  crew  of  30  men,  moored 
under  the  protection  of  two  forts  at  Ouardia  on  the  coast 
of  Portugal.  The  vessel  was  boarded  and  carried  in  the  ftoe 
of  a  heavy  fire  from  the  batteries,  without  any  loss  on  the 
British  side.  One  Spaniard  was  killed  and  several  wounded ; 
the  remainder  jumped  overboard,  and  swam  to  the  sbore. 

On  the  24th  of  August,  the  18-gun  sloop  Weazel,  Cap- 
tain John  Clavell,  being  off  Corfu,  chased  and  drove  on 
shore  three  trabacculos,  working  in  between  Gorfn  and 
some  adjacent  rocks.  Three  others  were  then  seen,  and, 
after  a  chase,  captured,  eontaming  251  French  sddiers, 
commanded  by  Colonel  DeviUiers,  going  to  reinforce  the 
garrison  at  Corfu.  After  disarminL^  the  troo})s.  Captain 
Clavell  proceeded  with  his  prisoners  and  two  of  his  prizes 
to  Malta.  On  the  day  preceding  tliis  success  the  Weazel 
narrowly  escaped  capture,  being  on  the  point  of  entering  , 
Corfii,  which  island  had  been  ceded  by  the  treaty  of  Tilsit, 
and  was  at  the  time  in  possession  of  the  French. 

On  the  80th  of  August,  the  British  32-gun  firigate  fvftM, 
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Cap  tain  Fleetwood  B.R.  Pellew,  anchored  off  the  port  of  Sa- 
marang,  and,  at  daylight  on  the  31st,  stood  into  the  roads. 
The  boats  under  LieuteiiAut  Lambert  Kersteman,  with  Mid* 
ehipman  Charles  SuUivan,  brought  out,  under  a  fire  from 
the  batteries,  an  armed  schooner  and  a  large  merchant  brig. 
As  soon  as  the  boats  returned  from  this  service,  tiie  two 
prizes  were  destroyed,  and  the  Psyche  stood  after  three 
stransre  sail,  at  anchor  in  the  otiins:,  which  immediately  got 

under uuy  and  cudcavuurcd  to  Ci^capc.  At  3h.  30m.  p.m., 
finding  that  the  frigate  was  fast  gaining  on  them,  the  three 

vessels  bore  up  and  ran  on  shore,  about  nine  miles  to  the 
westward  of  Samarang,  and  opened  a  smart  fire  on  the 
Biych4  as  she  approached  them.  The  Psyche,  having 
anchored,  brought  her  guns  to  bear  on  the  enemy ;  but 

although  at  too  great  a  distance  to  do  much  execution, 
the  Kesolutie,  of  700  tons,  with  a  valuable  cargo,  struck 
her  colours,  and  at  4h.  25m.  p.m.,  just  as  the  Psyche  was 
about  to  hoist  out  her  boats  to  attempt  carrying  the  second 
—the  24-gun  corvette  Scipio — by  boarding,  tliat  vessel  also 
struck  her  colours.  Captain  Carrage,  of  the  Scipio,  was 
mcrtany  wounded.  The  Dutch  12-gun  brig  Ceres,  a  very 
fine  vessel  in  the  service  of  the  Dutch  Bast-India  Company, 

also  surrendered,  alter  firing  another  broadside.  'I'he 
three  vessels,  by  the  great  exertions  of  the  Psyche's  crew, 
were  s^ot  afloat  the  same  night. 

Oil  tli(>  ?)}^t  of  August,  the  i«lnnd  of  Heli^i'nbjnd  rnpltn- 

iated  to  a  British  force,  the  naval  part  of  which  was  under 
fhe  command  of  Vice- Admiral  Thomas  Macnamara  Russell. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  as  the  Windsor  Castle,  leeward 
island  packet.  Acting  Captain  William  Rogers,  was  in 

latitude  13°  53'  north,  long.  58®  P  west,  on  her  passage  to 
Barbadoes,  a  privateer  was  seen  early  in  the  morning 
approaching  under  all  sail.  At  noon  the  schooner  hoisted 
her  colours,  and  opened  fire,  which  was  returned  from 
the  cbase-guns  of  the  Windsor  Castle.  The  privateer 
having  arrived  alongside,  and  grappled  the  packet,  her  crew 
endeavoured  to  board,  but  they  were  repulsed  with  the  loss  of 
ten  men  killed  and  wounded.  The  privateer  then  cut  loose 
from  her  grapplings,  and  endeavoured  to  sheer  oflT,  but  the 
main-yard  aim  of  the  packet  being  en  tangled  with  the 
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schooner's  ri^gin^,  held  her  fast.  About  3h.  p.m.,  one  of 
the  packet's  carronades,  loaded  with  grape  and  musket 
ballSf  was  brought  to  bear,  and  fired  with  great  effect  on 
the  enemy's  deck,  just  as  her  men  were  about  to  make  a 
second  attempt  to  board.  Captain  Rogers,  witnessing  the 
havoc  caused  by  this  discharge,  at  the  head  of  five  men 
only,  leaped  upon  the  schooner's  deck,  and  driving  the 
remaining  Frenchmen  from  their  quarters,  compciled  them 
to  surrender. 

The  packet  mounted  jsix  long  4-pounders,  with  two  12- 
pounder  carronades  ;  and  her  crew  consisted  of  28  men  and 
boys,  of  which  number  three  were  killed,  and  ten  severely 
wounded :  her  main-yard  and  mxzen-mast  were  shot  away, 
and  her  rigging  considerably  damaged. 

The  privateer  was  the  Jeune  Richard,  and  mounted  six 
long  6-pounders,  and  one  long  18-poiinder  ou  a  pivot,  with 
a  crew  consisting  of  92  men,  of  whom  21  were  killed  and 
33  wounded. 

The  Windsor  Castle  proceeded  to  Barbadoes  with  her 
prize,  and  one  more  gallantly  won  it  has  rarely  been  our 
lot  to  record ;  for  to  Captain  Rogers  and  every  officer,  man, 
and  boy  under  his  orders,  the  most  unqualified  praise  is  due* 

On  the  evening  of  the  7th  of  October,  the  British  22-gun 
ship  Porcupine,  Captain  the  Hon.  Henry  Duncan,  cruizing 
in  the  Adriatic,  having  chased  a  trabacculo  into  Zuj^iino, 
dispatched  two  boats,  commnnded  by  Lieutenants  George 
Price  and  Francis  Smith,  to  brii^  her  out.  As  the  boats 
rounded  a  point  near  the  harbour's  moulih,  a  gun-boat,under 
the  Italian  flag,  opened  a  fire  of  round  and  grape  upon 
them,  which  Captain  Duncan  observing,  recalled  the  boats, 
but  dispatched  them  again  at  night.  Having  on  this 
second  occasion  captured  the  guard-boat,  mounting  one  4- 
pounder  swivel,  and  uumned  with  French  soldiers,  the  boats 
pushed  on  for  the  gun-vessel,  whicli,  in  expectation  of  an 
attack,  was  moored  close  to  the  shore  with  four  cables.  In 
the  face  of  a  heavy  fire  of  grape  and  musketry.  Lieutenant 
Price  and  his  party  gallantly  boarded,  and  in  a  short  time 
carried  the  vessel,  which  proved  to  be  the  Venetian  gun- 
boat Safo,  amed  with  one  long  24-pounder,  and  several 
swivels,  with  a  crew  of  50  men,  commanded  by  Enseigne 
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de  Vaisscau  Giiega.  In  accomplishing  this  eaterprise,  only 
one  seaman  and  one  marine  were  woimded. 

On  the  27th  of  November,  Lieutenant  Price,  in  tlie 
Porcupine's  cutter,  captured  two  small  vessels  from  Kagusa, 
and  on  the  29th  this  officer  entered  the  harbour  of  Zuliano 
with  the  boats  of  the  same  ship,  and  after  destroying  a 
number  of  small  vessels,  brought  out  a  trabacculo  laden 
with  wood.  On  their  return,  the  boat^  caj  tured  another 
vessel  of  this  description  laden  with  ordnance  stores,  de- 
signed for  the  construction  of  a  battery  at  Curzola. 

On  the  night  of  the  25th  of  October,  the  boats  of  the 
18»gun  corvette  Herald,  Captain  George  M.  Hony  (who 
was  employed  on  the  same  station  as  the  above),  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  Walter  Foreman,  gallantly  boarded, 
and  brought  out  from  under  the  fortress  of  Otranto  the 
French  j^rivateer  Cesar.  The  crew  of  the  French  vessel 
defended  her  until  tlie  boats  were  close  alongside,  when  all 
except  four  made  their  escape  by  means  of  a  hawser 
£BU9tened  to  the  shore.  The  prize  mounted  four  long  6- 
pounders.  Of  the  boarding  party,  Mr.  James  Wood,  the 
carpenter,  was  the  only  person  wounded;  and  two  men 
were  wounded  on  board  the  Herald  bv  shot  from  the  castle, 
which  also  damaged  the  ship's  hull  and  rigging. 

On  the  24th  of  Nctvem])er,  in  the  forenoon,  the  hired 
armed  brig  Anne  (mounting  ten  12-pounder  carro- 
nades).  Lieutenant  James  McKenzie,  in  company  with  a 
Spanish  7-gun  lugger  privateer,  her  prize,  being  off  the 
island  of  Taxiffa,  was  chased  by  ten  Spanish  gun-boats* 
Finding  that  from  the  calm  state  of  the  weather  it  would 
be  impossible  to  escape.  Lieutenant  McKenzie  shortened 
sail  to  close  the  prize  (Vansigo),  and  receive  his  enemies. 
At  lOh.  15m.  the  three  headmost  gun-boats  commenced 
the  action  ;  and  at  lOh.  30m.  the  remaining  seven  jonied 
in  the  combat.  The  Vansigo  soon  afterwards,  having 
previously  hailed  to  say  that  three  of  her  prize  crew 
(originally  but  nine)  were  killed,  struck  her  colours.  At 
llh.  the  Anne  had  by  her  fire  dismasted  one  of  the 
gun-boats,  and  compelled  two  others  to  strike ;  but  hay- 
ing only  30  of  her  own  men  on  board — the  remainder  of 
her  crew  being  in  the  lugger,  und  iiavrng  already  42 
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piiaonera  to  ^uard.  Lieutenant  McKenzie  being,  more- 
over, the  bearer  of  despatches — did  not  attempt  to  talce 
possession  of  the  prizes.  The  action  was  protracted  till 
Ih.  P.M.,  wheu  tke  gun-boats  made  o£f>  carrying mth  them 
the  Vansigo. 

The  Anne»  although  for  ao  long  a  period  exposed  to  the 
fire  of  ten  such  powerful  opponenta  (each  of  which,  it  ia 
probable,  carried  from  two  to  four  heavy  long  guns), 
austained  no  losa.    Upon  the  whole,  this  defence  was 

highly  creditable  to  the  ability  and  bravery  of  the  Anne's 
commander  and  crew. 

On  the  night  of  the  6th  of  November,  the  boats  of  the 
36-2:iin  frigate  Tleiiommee,  Captain  Sir  Tliomas  Living- 
stone, and  18-gua  bng  Grasshopper,  Captain  Thomas 
Searle,  cruizing  off  Carthagena^  were  sent  under  the  ordera 
of  Lieuteuant  William  Webster,  to  cut  out  some  veaaela 
lying  at  anchor  under  the  Torre  d'Eatacio.  A  Spaniah 
brig  and  a  French  tartan,  each  mounting  6  guns,  were 
taken  possession  of ;  but  the  current  being  strong,  and  only 
a  very  light  air  of  wind  blowing,  both  vessels  ran  agroun{l, 
and,  viral  women  and  cliiidren  being  on  board,  tliey 
were  abandoned.  Lieutenant  Webster  not  choosing,  under 
the  circumstances,  to  destroy  the  vessels.  Mr.  Thomaa 
Bastin,  purser  of  the  Grasshopper,  and  one  seaman  were 
^rounded. 

On  the  3rd  of  December,  at  lOh.  a.m.,  being  in  lat.  14^ 

48'  N.,  long.  59^  14'  W.,  the  British  18-gun  brig  Curieux, 
Captain  John  Sheriff,  while  standing  on  the  starboard  tack 
with  the  wind  from  north-east,  discovered,  broad  on  the  lee 
bow,  a  strange  ship  on  the  opposite  tack.  The  stranger  was 
the  French  24-gun  privateer  ship  Revanche.  At  1  Ih.  a.ii., 
as  the  two  vessels  passed  on  opposite  tacks,  the  Revanche 
being  to  leeward,  the  Curieux  made  the  private  signal, 
whidi  remaining  unanswered,  the  brig  tad^ed  in  chase, 
and  at  lb.  p.m.,  when  on  the  larboard  quarter  of  the 
Revanche,  tired  a  bow  gun,  and  received  in  return  that 
ship's  stern-chasers.  At  2h.  the  Curieux,  having  arrived 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  weather  quarter  of  the 
privateer,  brought  her  to  action,  and  continued  it  with 

great  spirit  for  an  hour,  by  which  time  the  Curieux  had  her 
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braces,  bow-lines,  and  tiller-ropes  shot  away.  The 
Revanche,  observing  the  immanageable  state  of  her  oppo- 
nent, put  her  helm  down,  and  ran  the  brig  on  board  a  UttLe 
before  the  nuunmast  on  the  starboard  side.  By  the  dis» 
charge  from  a  long  18-pounder,  mounted  on  a  traversing 
carriage,  and  musketry.  Captain  Sheriflf  and  five  men  were 
killed,  and  several  wounded ;  and  the  main  boom  of  the 
brig  shot  away.  Finding  themselves,  however,  gallRntly 
opposed,  the  Frenchmen  retreated  to  their  own  quarter- 
deck, from  whence  they  kept  up  a  continual  and  galling  fire 
of  musketry.  Lieutenant  Thomas  Muir>  upon  whom  the 
command  of  the  brig  had  now  devolved,  endeavoured  to 
board  the  Revanche,  but  finding  himself  likely  to  be  sup- 
ported by  only  ten  men  and  the  boatswain,  he  was  com- 
pelled to  relinquish  the  design.  The  Revanche  soon 
afterwards  sheered  oiF  from  the  Curieux,  and,  after  firing 
two  guns  and  some  musketry,  made  sail  to  tlie  north-west, 
leaving  the  Curieux  in  no  condition  for  pursuit.  The 
Curieux,  besides  her  captain,  had  seven  seamen  killed  and 
14  wounded.  The  loss  of  the  Revanche  was  afterwards 
stated  to  have  been  two  killed  and  13  wounded. 

The  Curieux  was  much  inferior  in  nmnber  of  men  and 
in  point  of  armament  to  the  licvaiiche.  The  furmer  being 
manned  with  a  crew  oi  80  men,  mounted  ten  1 8 -pounder 
carronades,  and  eight  long  6 -pounders  ;  while  the  privateer's 
crew  numbered  at  least  200  men,  and  she  was  supposed  to 
have  been  armed  with  24  long  8-pounders,  together  with  an 
18«pounder  long  gun  on  a  pivot.  This  latter  piece  of  ord« 
nance  alone  was  nearly  equivalent  to  all  the  carronades 
of  the  Curieux ;  and  had  the  Revanche  not  happened  to  be 
a  privateer,  her  escape  would  have  been  attended  with  no 
implied  discredit  to  the  British  surviving  commander  or 
crew.  As,  however,  the  Revanche  was  a  privateer,  a  great 
deal  was  said  upon  the  subject,  and  Lieutenant  Muir 
became  subjected  to  the  ordeal  of  a  court-martial,  by  the 
sentence  of  which  he  was  shghtly  reprimanded  for  not,  as 
it  was  stated,  having  done  his  utmost  to  capture  the  enemy 
after  Captain  Sheriff's  death. 

On  the  11th  of  December,  at  llh.  a.m.,  as  the  36-gun 
frigate  Kenoinmee,  Captain  Sir  Thomas  Livingstone,  baro- 
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net,  and  18-gun  brig  Grasshopper,  Captain  Thomas  Searle, 
were  still  on  the  same  station,  the  Grasshopper  being  on 
the  look-out,  discovered,  off  Cape  Palos,  a  brig  under  sail, 
and  t^'o  settees  at  anchor,  to  which  she  gave  chase.  The 
settees  soon  afterwards  weighed  and  stood  towards  their 
consort,  and  the  Grasshopper  continuizig  to  beat  to  wind« 
vnxxdg  lost  sight  of  the  Renommte  at  noon.  At  half*past 
noon^  the  Grasshopper  opened  her  broadside  on  the  brig» 
and  a  running  fight  commenced,  which  continued  until  2h. 
30m.,  when  the  enemy,  which  was  the  Spanish  brig  San  Josef, 
of  ten  24 -pounder  carronades,  and  two  long  sixes,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  de  Torres,  ran  on  shore  under  Cape 
Negrete,  and  struck  her  colours.  The  settees,  which  were 
the  Medusa,  of  10  guns  and  80  men,  and  the  Aigle,  of  eight 
guns  and  50  men,  on  observing  the  &te  of  the  brig^  tacked 
to  the  eastward,  and  escaped.  The  Grasshopper,  having 
anchored,  got  her  prize  afloat,  although  exposed  to  the 
fire  of  a  body  of  troops,  and  of  the  Spanish  crew,  which, 
having;  escaped  to  the  shore,  kept  up  a  constant  fire  of 
mupketry.  The  only  loss  sustained  by  the  Grasshopper 
was  one  man  wounded. 

On  the  6th  of  December,  a  squadron,  consisting  of  the 
ships  Culloden  and  Powerful,  frigates  Carcdine  and 
Fox,  sloops  Victoire,  Samarang,  Seaflower,  and  Jaseur,  and 
a  transport  vritfa  a  detachment  of  troops  under  lieutenant 
Colonel  Lockhart,  the  whole  under  the  command  of  Rear- 
Admiral  Sir  Edward  Pellew,  arrived  olF  Point  l-anka,  in 
the  island  of  Java,  and  a  flag  of  truce  was  sent  to  the 
Dutch  commandant,  requiring  the  surrender  of  the  ships  of 
war  lying  at  Gressie,  This  was  at  first  refused,  hut  after- 
wards agreed  upon,  and  the  Dutch  68-gun  ships  Pluto  and 
Revolutie,  and  a  sheer  hulk,  together  with  the  Company's 
ship  Ruskoff,  pierced  for  40  guns,  were  delivered  up  to  tiie 
British  squadron;  but  they  having  been  previously  scuttled 
by  the  Dutch  commodore,  were  set  on  fire  by  the  British. 
The  enms  and  military  stores  at  Gressie,  and  at  the  bat- 
tery of  Sambclangan  were  destroyed. 

On  the  21st  of  December,  the  Danish  island  of  St* 
nomas,  in  the  West  Indies,  surrendered  to  an  expedition 
under  Rear-Admiral  the  Hon.  Sir  Alexander  Inglis  Coch- 


I 


Digitized  by  Google 


18070 


THS  BEITI8H  KA7T« 


raue,  and  General  13owyer  ;  and  on  the  2r>tli,  tlie  island 
of  Santa  Croix  capitulated  to  the  same  force. 

The  French  having  occupied  Portugal,  a  British  squadron, 
under  Rear- Admiral  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  consisting  of  the 
74-gun  ships  Centaur,  York,  and  Captain,  and  64-gim  ddp 
Intrepid,  Captains  William  H.  Webley,  BobertBarton,l8aac 
Woolley,  and  Richard  Wortley,  with  the  frigates  AM* 
caine,  Alceste,  Shannon,  and  Success,  together  with  tran- 
sports, containing  troops  under  Major- General  Beresford, 
sailed  for  Madeira.  On  the  24th  of  December  the  squa- 
dron anchored  in  Funchal  Bay,  and  on  the  26th«  without 
oppoaidon^  took  possession  of  the  islands* 
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Ov  the  16th  of  January,  m  the  forenoon,  the  British 
14-guii  brig  Linnet,  Lieutenant  John  Ireacy,  commander, 
being  off  Cape  Barfleur,  observed  a  large  lugger  in  chase  of 
a  merchant  sbip  and  brig.  Aware  tbat  the  X^innet's  sail- 
ing qualities  were  not  of  that  nature  whicb  would  enaUe 
her  to  dose  with  the  lugger  except  by  stratagem.  Lieutenant 
Treacy  ably  manoeuvred  so  as  to  join  company  with  the 
merchant  ships,  and  with  them  iipparently  endeavour  to 
escape.  At  6h.  30m.  p.m.,  itbein^  quite  dark,  the  lugger, 
which  was  the  Courier,  of  18  guns  and  60  men,  closed  with 
the  merchant  ship ;  but  as  she  was  gallantly  defended* 
the  Courier  was  about  to  haul  off.  Just  at  this  time,  how- 
ever,  the  Linnet  arriving  within  musket-shot  of  the  lugger* 
poured  into  her  a  well-directed  broadside*  accompanied  by 
a  volley  of  musketry,  which  fortunately  cut  away  the  Cou- 
rier's main-lug  lialyards.  The  lugger  was  tlieu  iiaikd  and 
ordered  to  surrender  ;  but  instead  of  compliance,  the  main- 
halyards  wore  asfain  bent,  and  the  sail  rehoisted.  The  Lin- 
net  accordingly  re-opened  her  fire,  and  was  so  fortunate  as 
to  cut  away  the  lugger's  halyards  no  less  than  ten  times. 
After  continuing  the  running  fight  in  this  manner  till  8h. 
50m.  P.M.*  theCourier,  being  in  a  sinking  state,  suirendered* 
having  had  her  second  officer  killed  and  three  men  wound- 
ed ;  but  the  Linnet  sustained  no  loss  whatever.  The  skill  of 
Lieutenant  Treacy  was  highly  commendable. 

On  the  30th  of  January,  the  16-gun  brig  Delight,  in  an 
attempt  to  recapture  tour  Sicilian  gun-boats,  grounded  un- 
der the  batteries  of  Keggio.  Captain  Philip  Cosby  Hand- 
field  was  killed*  and  Captain  Thomas  Seccombe*  of  the 
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Olattoiif  whowas  on  bonrd  the  brig,  mortally  wounded  and 
taken  prisoner.  The  Delight  was  burnt  hy  the  aurvivois 
of  her  crew. 

On  the  7th  of  February,  the  British  8-gun  schooner  De- 

couverte,  Lieutenant  Colin  Campbell,  coiiiuiciiider,  chased 
two  privateers  and  a  ship,  their  prize,  off  St.  Domingo. 
One  of  the  privateers  escaped,  but  the  remaining  t^^o  ves- 
sels were  driven  on  shore  and  destroyed.  On  the  9th,  this 
schooner  engaged  and  captured,  after  a  gallant  action,  the 

French  schooner  privateer  Dorade»  mounting  one  long  18-* 

pounder^  on  a  pivot,  and  two  long  S-pounders,  with  a  crew 
of  72  men,  seven  of  which  were  found  dead  on  her  decks, 

and  three  wounded.  The  crew  of  the  Decouverte  numbered 
only  37  men  and  boys,  of  wliich  tliree  men  were  danner- 
ously  and  one  mortally  wo  untied,  and  Lieutenant  Camp- 
bell (though  not  oflxcialiy  reported)  slightly  wounded. 

On  the  8th  of  February^  the  boats  of  the  British  36* 
gun  frigate  Meleager,  commanded  by  Lieutenants  George 
Tupman  and  'WilUam  Swinbum»  and  Lieutenant  of  ma- 
rines John  Dehane,  cut  out,  from  under  St.  Jago  de  Cuba, 
the  French  armed  felucca  Renard,  without  loss.  Eighteen 
of  the  French  crew,  originally  47  men,  escaped  to  the  shore. 

On  the  1 3th  of  February,  while  the  cutter  and  jolly- 
boat  of  the  20-gun  ship  Contiance  were  rowing  guard  off 
the  mouth  of  the  Tagus,  Mr.  Robert  Trist,  the  master's 
mate,  in  charge  of  them,  perceived  a  French  gun-boat  at 
anchor  between  the  forts  of  Belem  and  San  Julien,  which 
he  gallantly  boarded,  and  carried  without  loss.  The  prize 
had  on  board  100  stand  of  arms,  and  was  commanded  by 
Enseigne  de  Vaisseau  Gaudolphe.  She  mo  anted  one  long 
24-pounder  and  two  brass  sixes,  and  of  her  crew  of  50 
men,  three  were  killed  and  nine  wounded.  Mr*  Trist  was 
deservedly  promoted  in  consequence. 

On  the  2nd  of  March,  the  18-gun  brig  Sappho,  Captain 
Oeorge  Langford,bdng  off  Scarborough,  chased  and  brought 
to  action  the  Danish  brig  Admiral  Yawl,  Captain  Jorgen- 
son,  mounting  on  her  upper  deck  12  carronades  18-poun- 
ders,  and  on  her  main-deck  Id  lonir  G-pounders;  total  28 
guns,  with  a  crew  of  8d  men.  After  a  close  engagement 
of  half  an  hour,  in  which  the  Sappho  had  two  men  wounded. 
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the  Danish  hng,  having  had  her  second  officer  and  one 
man  killed,  struck  hercolourB. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  the  British  IS-poinulor  3B-^n 
frigate  San  Fiorenzo,  Captain  George  Nicholas  Hardinge, 
sailed  from  Pointe  de  GciUe,  Ceylon,  on  her  return  to  Bom* 
bay*  On  the  6th,  at  7h.  a.m.,  bekig  off  Cape  Cormorin, 
the  French  40-gim  frigate  Pi6montB]fle»  Captain  Epron,  waa 
discovered  on  the  starboard  beam,  bearing  nortb-east,  and 
making  sail  after  four  East  India  ships,  passed  shortly  be- 
fore by  the  San  Fiorenzo.  I'he  San  Fiorenzo  hauled  to 
the  wind  and  stood  in  shore,  when  the  Piemontaise,  finding 
herself  pursued,  bore  up  and  made  all  sail,  followed  by  the 
British  irigate. 

Having  made  the  private  signal,  which  remained  unan- 
swered, tiie  San  Fiorenzo  hoisted  her  colours.  The  pursuit 
continued  until  lib.  40m.  p.m.,  at  which  time  the  British 
frigate,  on  the  larboard  tack,  ranged  up  alongside  the  Pie- 
montaise to  leeward,  and  a  spirited  action,  at  200  yards' 
distance,  took  place;  but  which  continued  only  for  about 
ten  miimtes,  when  the  French  frigate  made  s;ul  nbead.  The 
San  Fiorenzo,  which  in  this  short  engagement  had  only 
three  of  her  men  wounded,  also  made  sail,  and,  at  day* 
light  on  the  7th,  had  gained  so  much  on  her  q>ponent, 
that  the  latter,  fiiding  an  action  unavoidable,  hoisted  her 
colours  and  wore  across  the  bows  of  the  British  ship,  in 
order  to  Ijring  her  broadside  to  bear.  At  Gh.  20m,  a.m., 
the  San  Fiorenzo,  having  also  wore,  the  Piemontaise  fired 
her  broadside,  and  the  engagement  contnuied,  at  point 
blank  distance,  imtil  8h.  15m.,  when  the  Piemontaise 
ceased  firing,  and  bore  up,  leaving  her  antagonist  with  her 
'  main-topsail-yard  cut  in  two,  main-royal-mast  shot  away, 
and  her  stan<Ung  and  running  rigging  so  much  cut  as  to 
disable  her  for  tiie  time  from  mal^g  sail  in  chase.  The 
San  Fiorenzo's  loss  on  this  day  amounted  to  eight  seamen 
and  nuuiues  killed,  and  14  wounded. 

Her  damages  being  repaired,  the  San  Fiorenzo  was 
again  under  a  crowd  of  sail  in  pursuit  of  the  Piemontaise,  of 
which  she  managed  to  keep  sight  during  the  night,  and  at 
daylight  on  the  8th  the  Piemontaise  was  about  four  miles 
distant*  bearing  east.    At  9h.  a.m.  the  San  Fiorenzo 
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bore  up  under  all  sail  for  the  Picmontiiisc,  which  .^hip  did 
not  on  this  occasion  appear  desirous  of  avoiding  an  action  ; 
bat  perceiving  that  the  intention  of  the  British  frigate  was 
to  gain  the  weather  gage»  the  JPi^montaiee  hauled  to  the 

irind  and  tacked  to  prevent  it 

At  4h.  P.M.  the  two  ships,  passing  on  opposite  tacks 
within  80  yards,  recommenced  the  action,  and  at  the  second 
broadside  a  grape  shot  killed  Captain  liardinge,  when  the 

command  of  the  San  Fiorenzo  devolved  on  Lleutcniint 

William  Dawson*  The  Fiemontaise,  having  reached  her 
opponent's  beam,  wore  round,  and  a  close  engagement 
ensued,  which  lasted  till  5h.  49m.,  when  her  rigging  and 
sails  being  cut  to  pieces,  and  her  lower  masts  and  bowsprit 
badly  wounded,  the  French  ship  surrendered,  in  token  of 
which  some  of  the  crew  waved  their  hats. 

The  loss  of  the  San  Fiorenzo,  in  the  third  day's  action, 
amounted  to  five,  including  the  captain  killed,  and  Lieu- 
tenant George  Moysey  (severely),  and  seven  men  wounded. 
Total,  in  the  tliree  days  :  13  killed  and  ;t5  wounded.  The 
Fi^montaise  had  on  board  200  lascars  and  prisoners, 
which  augmented  her  crew  to  566  men,  of  whom  48  were 
killed  and  112  wounded.  The  San  Fiorenzo,  when  she 
commenced  the  action,  had  only  186  men  and  boys  at 
quarters. 

According  to  the  GazeftelettQv,  the  Fiemontaise  mounted 
50  guns — ^long  18 -pounders  on  the  main -deck,  and  36- 
pounder  carronades  on  the  quarter-deck  and  forecastle. 
The  metal  of  the  San  Fiorenzo,  though  not  equal  to  this, 
was  such  as  would  have  rendered  her,  had  she  been  fully 
manned,  an  eligible  opponent  for  the  French  frigate ;  but 
with  her  reduced  and  sickly  crew,  the  advantage  possessed 
by  the  enemy  was  very  prreat,  and  the  j)erseverance, 
gallantry,  and  skill,  shewn  by  the  captain,  officers,  and  crew 
of  the  San  Fiorenzo,  which  freed  the  Indian  sea?  of  a 
powerful  and  destructive  pest,  deserved  every  praise  that 
could  be  bestowed  on  them.  Moreau,  the  second  captain, 
who  it  will  be  remembered  rendered  himself  notorious 
by  his  savage  and  drunken  brutality  to  Captain  Larkins, 
ibeading  to  meet  the  countrymen  of  him  whom  he  had 
treated  so  infamously,  is  siud  to  have  leaped  uvei  bQaid  jUist 
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before  the  boat  of  the  San  Fiorenzo  arrived  alongside  to 
take  possession  of  the  prize. 

On  tiie  9th,  all  three  lower  masts  of  the  prize  fell  over  the 
side ;  but  being  takea  in  tow  by  the  British  frigate,  the  two 
ships  on  the  13th  anchored  in  the  roads  of  Colombo* 
amidst  the  cheers  and  congratulations  of  all  present.  At  tlu$ 
place,  the  remains  of  the  gallant  Captain  Hardinge  were 
interred  with  all  the  honours  which  could  be  obser\'ed. 
Lieutenant  Dawson,  in  his  oiiicial  letter,  mentions  in  high 
terms  the  conduct  of  Lieutenants  Edward  Davis  and 
Moysey,  and  the  master,  Mr.  Donovan,  also  of  Lieutenant 
Samuel  Ashmore,  in  command  of  the  marines.  The  Pi^ 
montaise  was  added  to  the  British  navy  under  the  same 
name,  as  an  18*pounder  38-gun  frigate. 

On  the  Idth  of  March*  whole  the  British  38-gun  fiigate 
Emerald,  Captain  Frederick  L.  Maitland,  was  cruizing  oflF 
the  north  coast  of  Spain,  u  hirgc  French  schooner  wus  dis- 
covered lying  in  the  harbour  of  Vivero,  when  the  frigate 
stood  in  to  atteiiipt  her  destruction.  At  5h.  80rn.  p.m., 
two  forts,  one  mounting  eight  and  the  other  five  24- 
pounders,  opened  on  the  frigate,  and  Captain  Maitland, 
anxious  to  prevent  the  enemy  fh)m  making  any  further 
dispositions  for  defence,  dispatched  a  party  of  seamen  and 
marines,  under  Lieutenant  Charles  Bertram,  with  Lieu* 
tenants  of  marines  Giles  Meech  and  John  Husband, 
Masters*  Mates  Matthew  Mildridge  and  Edward  Saurin,  to 
storm  tlie  outer  hattery,  while  the  Emerald  stood  in  and 
engaged  the  inner  one. 

The  Spaniards  were  speedily  driven  out  of  the  right- 
hand  fort,  by  the  detachment  under  Lieutenant  Bertram, 
and  the  guns  spiked ;  while  the  Emerald's  third  lieutenant, 
William  Smith,  at  the  head  of  another  party,  proceeded  to 
attack  the  fort  on  the  left  hand,  which  the  Bmerald  was 
engaging.  On  landing  about  a  mile  below  the  fort,  Lieu- 
tenant Smith's  party  was  ojjposed  by  a  body  of  soldiers :  but 
after  a  scuffle  these  retreated,  and  were  closely  pursued  by 
the  British,  who  by  these  means  missed  their  way  to  the 
fort  (which,  however,  had  meanwhile  been  silenced  by  the 
frigate's  fire),  and  returned*  Mr.  Daniel  Baird,  midshipman, 
was  dispatched  byLieutenantBertram  to  board  flie  schooner^ 
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which,  having  heen  run  on  the  rocks  by  her  crew,  was 
surrounded  by  the  men  posted  among  the  rocks,  who 
Tlgoiously  engaged  the  British  party  ;  but  Lieutenant  13er- 
tram  coming  up  to  the  support  of  Mr,  Baird»  the  French 
were  speedily  driven  away.  The  schooner,  which  was  the 
Apropos,  of  eii^^lit  12-pounder  caiTonadcs,  and  a  comple- 
ment of  70  men,  from  the  Isle  of  France  with  despatches, 
ha\ing  gone  on  sliore  at  high  water,  it  was  found  im- 
possible to  bring  o^,  and  she  was«  therefore,  set  on  lire, 
and  at  Ih,  a.m.  on  the  14th  blew  up.  Nine  seamen  and 
marines  were  killed,  andLieutenant  Bertram  (severely),  both 
lieutenants  of  marines,  Mr.  Mildridge,  and  11  seamen  and 
marines  wounded.  Lieutenant  Bertram  was  for  his  gallantry 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  commander. 

On  the  14th  of  March,  the  British  14-gun  (IS-pounder 
carronades)  brig  Childers,  Captain  William  Henry  Dillon, 
while  cruizing  in  the  Baltic,  fought  a  very  gallant  action 
with  the  Danish  18-gun  (long  IS-pounders)  brig  Lougen, 
After  engaging  for  some  time,  the  Childers,  owing  to  the 
injury  she  had  sustained  from  the  superior  armament  of  the 
Lougen,  and  being  unable  to  bring  the  latter  to  close 
quarters,  was  under  the  necessity  of  discontinuing  the 
action,  and  to  put  into  Leith.  Out  of  a  crew  of  only  5  G  men 
and  boys,  the  Childers  had  her  clerk,  Mr.  .lo-(  ph  iloberts, 
and  one  seaman  killed;  and  Captain  Dillon  (severely). 
Messieurs  John  Batten  and  Charles  Parker,  midshipmen, 
and  six  men  wounded.  Previously  to  this,  the  boats  of  the 
Childers  cut  out  a  galliot  from  the  port  of  Midbe.  Cap- 
tain Dillon  was  promoted  to  post  rank  shortly  afterwards. 

On  the  22nd  of  March,  the  Danish  74-gun  ship  Prindtz 
Christian  Frederick,  Captain  Jessen,  was  chased  and  driven 
on  shore  near  Greenall,  on  the  coast  of  Jutland,  by  the 
British  64-gim  ships  Stately  and  Nassau,  Captains^  George 
Parker  and  Robert  Campbell.  The  ship  surrendered 
before  taking  the  ground ;  and  as  soon  as  the  prisoners 
were  removed,  it  being  found  impracticable  to  get  the  ship 
afloat,  she  was  set  on  fire  and  destroyed.  The  StateVs 
loss  amounted  to  two  seamen  and  two  marines  killed; 
andLieutenant  Edward  Cole,  the  boatswain  Mr.  John  Lim- 
ing, Mr.  James  Davis,  master's  mate,  23  seamen,  and  tvv  o 
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marines  wounded.  Tlic  Nassau  had  one  seaman  killed, 
one  missin*^,  and  \G  wounded.  The  loss  on  board  the 
Danish  ship  amounted  to  55  killed  and  88  wounded. 

On  the  15th  of  March,  about  60  miles  to  the  southward 
of  Ceylon,  the  British  36-gun  frigate  Terpsichore  (on  ao» 
count  of  her  weakness,  mounting  only  26  long  12-pounden 
and  two  6-pounder8),  with  a  crew  of  180  men  and  boys. 
Captain  William  Augustus  Montagu,  discovered,  on  the 
weather  ]:eam,  a  strange  ship  under  a  press  of  saiL  The 
strauLrer,  which  was  the  French  3()-£:un  frigate  Semillante, 
Captain  iMotard,  taking  the  Terpsichore  for  an  Indiaman, 
hoisted  English  colours,  and  closing  with  her  at  Gh. 
45m.  P.M.,  commenced  the  action  at  the  distance  of  100 
yards.  The  engagement  lasted  until  7hii  10m.,  when  some 
combustible  matter,  thrown  on  board  the  Terpsidioie, 
communicated  to  the  cartridge-boxes  on  the  main-deck,  and 
occasioned  a  very  destructive  explosion,  which  set  the  ship 
Oil  lire,  and  completely  unmanned  three  guns.  The  enemy 
then  endeavoured  to  escape ;  but  the  Terpsichore  making 
sail  in  rha?c\  tlic  action  was  renewed  at  7h.  20m.,  but 

after  a  short  time,  the  Semillante  again  made  sail  to  the 

south-west. 

The  Terpsichore  had  suffered  so  much  in  her  sails  and 
rigging,  and  her  masts  were  so  badly  wounded,  that  it 
was  found  impracticable  to  follow  her  antagonist  for 

nearly  an  hour,  when  sail  was  again  made  in  chase.  At 
Diidiiight  tlie  two  ships  were  about  a  mile  and  a  hcdl 
asunder.  Duriii*^^  the  IGth,  17th,  and  18th,  the  Semillante 
gradually  increased  her  distance,  and  at  sun- set  on  the 
last-named  day  was  no  longer  in  sight.  On  the  next 
morning  the  French  firigate  was  again  seen,  and  on  the 
20th,  at  lOh.  dOm.  a.m.,  a  heavy  squall  &vouxing  tke 
Terpsichore,  again  brought  her  within  shot  of  the  S^il- 
laute ;  but  the  latter  opening  a  fire  from  her  stem 
chasers,  and  cutting  away  her  stem  boat,  starting  water, 
and  throwing  a  quantity  of  lumber  overboard,  finally  suc- 
ceeded in  evading  her  gallant  pursuer.  The  Terpsichore, 
in  her  action,  sustained  a  loss  (chiefly  by  the  explosion)  of 
Lieutenant  Charles  Jones  and  20  men  killed,  and  22 
wounded  (two  mortally).   The  loss  of  the  S^nillante  is  not 
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mentioned.  This,  oa  the  whole,  was  an  exceedingly  spirited 
affair. 

On  the  night  of  the  22nd  of  March,  the  British  36-guu 
frigate  Aigle,  Captain  George  Wolfe,  belon-ring  to  a 
squadron  "watching  the  port  of  L'Orient,  chased  two  French 
frigates*  and  followed  and  partly  assisted  by  the  74-gun  ship 
Imp^eux,  Captain  John  Lawford,  on  the  23rd  drove  on 
shore  one  of  them  (supposed  to  have  been  the  36-gun 
frie^ate  Seine)  on  the  Pointe  des  Chats,  near  h  Orient,  where 
the  i^liipwas  seriously  damaged.  The  conduct  of  Captain 
Wohe  tlirouirhout  tiic  chase  was  exceedinidy  gallant;  and 
the  captain  himself  (in  the  left  arm  and  hip),  Lieutenant 
John  Lambe,  and  20  seamen  and  marines  were  wounded, 
seven  very  badly.  The  loss  on  board  the  French  frigates 
was  supposed  to  have  been  heavy. 

On  the  23rd  of  April,  the  20-gun  ship  Daphne,  Captain 
Francis  Mason,  18-2:un  sloop  'J'artarus,  Captain  William 
Russell,  and  gun-bng  Forward,,  Lieutenant  Daniel  Shiels, 
discovered  a  Danish  convoy  at  Flods^trand,  on  tiie  coast  of 
Denmark,  laden  with  provisions  for  the  relief  of  Norway, 
consisting  of  seven  brigs,  three  galliots,  and  a  sloop.  The 
vessds  were  secnred  to  the  shore  by  hawsers,  and  pro- 
tected by  a  strong  fort,  mounting  ten  guns.  The  boats, 
under  the  orders  of  Lieutenant  William  Elliott,  with  Mr. 
Hugh  Stewart,  master,  Lieutenant  of  marines  Richard 
Boger,  Midshipmen  George  Beazely,  James  1  )urrell,  Thomas 
Elliott,  Geori^e  Moore,  and  George  II.  Ay  ton,  of  the 
Daphne;  and  Lieutenants  Richard  Gittini^s  and  Vrilliam 
Patterson,  Midshipmen  John  Septford,  Charles  Lutman, 
and  Francis  Andrews,  of  the  Tartarus,  were  towed  near  the 
shore  by  the  Forwuxl.  The  approach  of  the  boats  being 
discovered,  the  Danes  abandoned  their  vessels ;  but  as 
soon  as  the  boats'  crews  had  boarded,  a  heavy  lire  of 
grape  and  musketry  was  opened  U])on  them  from  the  castle, 
another  battery  of  three  guns,  and  from  the  crews  of  the 
vessels  drawn  up  on  the  beach.  I'he  ten  vessels  were, 
however,  brought  out  ^v^r!l  so  slight  a  loss  as  five  wounded, 
includmg  Lieutenant  £lliott>  and  Mr.  Stewart*  the  master 
of  the  Daphne. 
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On  the  4th  of  April,  while  the  88-gun  frigate  Alceste, 
Captain  Murray  Maxw  ell  ;  'JS-guu  liigute  Mercury,  James 
A.  Gordon;  and  18- gun  brig  Grasshopper,  Thomas  Searle, 
lay  at  anchor  about  three  miles  from  St.  Sebastian  iight- 
house,  near  Cadiz,  a  large  convoy,  protected  by  20  gun- 
boats, and  a  train  of  flying  artillery,  was  observed  coming 
down  dose  under  the  land  from  the  northward.  At  3h. 
P.M.,  just  as  the  Spanish  convoy  was  abreast  of  Rota  point, 
the  Alceste  and  squadron  weighed  and  stood  towards  the 
enemy's  vessels,  and  at  4h.,  the  shot  and  shells  passing 
over  them,  the  British  vessels  opened  their  fire.  The 
frigates  devoted  their  principal  attention  to  the  gun-boats, 
while  the  brig  was  stationed  upon  the  shoal,  to  the 
southward  of  the  town,  and  so  close  to  the  batteries  as  to 
drive  the  Spaniards  from  their  guns  by  discharges  of  grape 
from  her  carronades,  which  also  kept  a  division  of  gun- 
boats in  check,  that  had  come  out  of  Cadiz  to  assist  those 
with  the  convoy.  The  gallant  conduct  of  Captain  Searle 
is  thus  noticed  in  the  official  letter  of  Captain  Maxwell : 
*•  It  was  the  general  cry  in  both  ships,  *  Only  look  how  nobly 
the  brig  behaves/**  The  first  lieutenant  of  the  Alceste 
(Allen  Stewart),  having  volunteered  to  go  in  with  the  boats 
and  board  the  convoy,  Captain  Maxwell  sent  them  under 
that  officer,  accompanied  by  Lieutenants  of  marines  Philip 
Fipon  and  Charles  Hawkey ;  Masters'  Mates  James 
Arscott  and  Thomas  Day ;  Midshipmen  J.  S.  Parker, 
Thuuuis  Adair,  Charles  Croker,  Abraham  McCaul,  and 
Thomas  H.  McLean.  The  boats  of  the  Mercur}%  under 
Lieutenant  Watkin  O.  Pell,  with  Lieutenant  Robert  J. 
Gordon,  Lieutenant  of  Marines  James  Whylock,  Masters* 
Mates  Charles  Du  Cane  and  Maiuice  K.  Com3m,  soon  fol- 
lowed, and  dashing  in  among  the  convoy,  notwithstanding 
the  tremendous  fire  kept  up  by  the  batteries  and  from  the 
gun-boats  and  boats  of  the  enemy's  squadron  in  Cadiz, 
seven  tartans  were  brought  out,  two  gun-boats  destroyed, 
and  several  others  driven  on  shore.  This  very  gallaut 
ser^^ice,  performed  at  the  entrance  of  Cadiz,  and  in  sight  of 
eleven  sail  of  the  line,  was  attended  with  the  comparatively 
small  loss  of  one  man  mortally  and  two  slightly  wounded 
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on  board  tiie  Grasshopper,  and  none  in  the  boats.  The 

brig  was  hulled  in  several  places,  and  was  luucii  damaged 
in  masts,  rigging,  and  sails. 

The  British  12-pounder  36-gun  frigate  Nymphe,  Cap- 
tain Conway  Shipley,  and  18-gun  sloop  Blossom,  Captain 
Oeoige  Pigot,  cruizing  off  Lisbon,  obtained  intelligence 
that  the  20-gun  brig  Gburotta,  fitted  out  hj  the  French, 
and  manned  \nth  150  men,  was  lying  above  Belem  Cas- 
tle, ready  for  sea.  Captain  Shipley  himself  rowed  into 
the  lag  LIS  in  the  night  to  reconnoitre  lier  position,  and 
having  ascertained  it,  determined  to  attempt  her  caj)turc. 
The  boats  of  both  ships,  placed  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Shipley,  after  making  two  attempts  to  proceed 
on  this  service,  on  the  night  of  the  1 6th  of  April*  put  off 
from  the  Nymphe,  at  9h.  p.m.  The  whole  force  amounted 
to  eight  boats,  containmg  in  all  about  150  officers  and  men, 
in  two  divisions ;  the  larboard  division  consisted  of  the 
Nymphe's  gicr,  Captain  Shipley  ;  her  large  cutter.  Lieute- 
nant Richard  tStandish  llalv  ;  launch.  Lieutenant  Thomas 
Hodgkinson ;  and  barge,  Mr.  Michael  Raven,  master's 
mate.  The  other  division  contained  the  Blossom's  gig. 
Captain  George  Pigot ;  the  first  cutter.  Lieutenant  John 
Undrell;  launch,  iiieutenant  William  Cecil;  and  the 
Nymphe's  small  cutter,  Mr.  Thomas  Hill,  master's  mate. 
To  prevent  separation,  orders  were  given  for  the  boats  to 
tow  each  other  until  discovered  by  the  enemy,  when  they 
were  to  ca^t  uii  and  make  the  best  of  their  way  alongside, 
the  larboard  division  to  board  on  the  larboard  side,  and  the 
starboard  division  on  the  starboard  side.  As  in  the  event 
of  success  the  captors  might  have  some  difficulty  in  avoiding 
the  dangerous  shoals,  Mr«  Henry  Andrews,  master  of  the 
Nymphe,  was  stationed  in  the  jolly-boat,  upon  the  northern 
extremity  of  the  South  Catchop,  near  Bouge  Fort,  to  hoist 
a  light  on  the  approach  of  the  brig. 

The  boats  reached  the  entrance  of  the  Tagus  in  good 
order,  near  the  top  of  high  water ;  but  Captain  Shipley, 
anxious  to  secure  a  good  tide  to  bring  off  the  prize,  waited 


*  So  stated  intbe  KavaL  C]iroDicle,Tol.  ziz.  p,  440 ;  but  by  James, 
on  Hie  23rd  of  April. 
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until  die  tide  ahcked*  hoping  to  board  before  the  ebb  made 
Btrong.    Unhappily,  the  flood  had  no  sooner  oeased  than  a 

fresh  in  the  river,  caused  by  the  heavy  rains,  came  down  at 
the  rate  of  six  or  eight  miles  au  liour.  The  boatb,  how- 
ever, at  about  2h.  30m.  a.m.,  got  within  hnil  of  the  brig 
(which  was  lying  moored  close  under  the  guns  of  Beiem 

Castle,  having  in  addition,  and  for  her  protection,  a  heavy 
floating  battery)^  and  the  signal  was  given  to  cast  o£P  and 
proceed  to  board.  In  an  instant  the  gallant  Captain  Ship* 
ley,  in  his  gig,  darted  from  his  companions,  and,  in  a  few 

minutes,  having  jumped  into  the  fore-rigging  of  the  Ga- 
rotta,  was  in  the  act  of  cutting  away  the  boarding- netting, 
when  he  received  a  musket-ball  in  the  forehead,  and  fell 
dead  into  the  river.  The  captain's  brother,  Mr.  Charles 
Shipley,  a  volunteer  on  the  occasion,  immediately  ordered 
the  men  to  shove  off  in  the  gig,  and  endeavour  to  pick  up 
the  captain.  In  dropping  astern  the  gig  unfortunately  got 
foul  of  the  cutter.  Lieutenant  Haly,  then  in  the  act  of  boenl- 
ing  on  the  larboard  quarter ;  the  cutter,  in  her  turn,  dropped 
foul  of  the  launch,  and  all  three  boats  fell  foul  of  a 
caulking  stage,  mo  > red  astern  of  the  brig.  The  cutter, 
havin'2:  irot  clear  oi  tiie  other  boats,  then  endeavoured  to 
regain  her  station  alongside  the  brig ;  but,  the  tide  coming 
down  like  a  sluice,  this  was  found  utterly  Impossible,  and 
the  boats  were  obhged  to  yield  to  it  and  relin<}uish  the  en- 
terprise. One  seaman  was  killed  in  the  cutter,  and  Mr« 
William  Moriarty,  midshipman,  and  one  marine  wounded. 
The  starboard  division  did  not  get  near  enough,  or  make 
any  attempt,  to  board. 

The  body  of  the  brave  Captain  Shipley  was  shortly  after- 
wards washed  on  shore  and  recovered,  when  it  was  found 
that  his  wound  was  quite  sufficient  to  have  caused  his 
death,  and  that  it  was  not  in  any  degree  accelerated  by  his 
having  fallen  overboard.*  The  loss  of  Captain  Shipley  was 
deeply  depbred.  "  No  man  ever  possessed  in  a  greater 
degree,"  says  a  writer  in  the  Naval  Chronicle  (vol.  xx. 

*  It  is  a  well-lcnown  fust,  that  notone  man  in  tiiirtj  who  fidls  over* 
board  in  the  Tagus,  when  the  tide  is  numiiig,  is  ever  recovered  s  the 
namerons  and  powerful  eddies  immedlstety  draw  flie  body  bdow  the 
surface. 
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p.  289),  the  power  of  inspiring  all  whom  he  commanded 
with  sentiments  similar  to  his  own  ;  what  those  sentiments 
were,  his  Hfe,  short,  alas !  as  it  was,  and  his  glorious  fiedi, 
have  revealed.'* 

On  the  23rd  of  April,  the  British  18-gim  brig  Chrass- 
hopper,  Captain  Thomas  Searle,  accompanied  by  the  14- 
gunbrig  Rapid,  lieutenant  Henry  Baugh,  cruizing  off 

Faro,  on  tiie  coast  of  Portugal,  chased  two  Spanish  vessels, 
protected  b}''  four  gun-boats,  whicb  took  shelter  under  a 
battery  near  Faro.    The  Britisii  brigs,  having  anchored 

within  grape-shot  of  the  battery  and  gun-boats,  after  a 
severe  action  of  two  hours  and  a  half,  drove  on  shore  two 
of  the  latter,  compelled  the  remaining  two  to  surrender, 
and  the  Spaniards  to  quit  their  guns.  The  two  vessels,  which 

■were  from  South  America,  and  contained  carproes  valued  at 
£30,00(J  uach,  were  Uikcu  possession  of  and  brought  out,  as 
well  as  the  two  gun-boats.  The  Grasshopper  had  one  sea- 
man killed,  her  captain  (slightly)  and  three  seamen  severely 
wounded ;  and  the  Rapid,  three  seamen  wounded.  The 
loss  on  board  the  captured  gun-boats  amounted  to  40  in 
killed  and  wounded.  Captain  Searle,  in  his  official  letter, 
spoke  in  high  terms  of  Lieutenant  William  Cutfidd,  also 
of  the  master,  Mr.  Henry  Bell,  and  the  purser,  Mr.  Thomas 
Bastin  :  Mr.  Bell,  for  conducting  the  brig  under  the  batte- 
ries ;  and  the  purser,  for  having,  in  the  a])sencc  of  the  se- 
cond lieutenant,  taken  charge  of  the  aftermost  guns. 

On  the  22nd  of  April,  atCih.  a.m.,  the  British  ship 
Gor^,  mounting  18  long  sixes  and  eight  12-pounder  car- 
ronades,  with  a  crew  of  120  men  and  boys,  commanded 
by  Captain  Joseph  Spear,  l3ring  at  anchor  in  Grande 
BourgBay,  Marie  Oalante,  discovered  the  French  16-gim 
corvettes  Palinure  and  Piladc,  bearing  south-east.  After 
making  the  signal  tor  an  enemy  to  the  h^-gun  brig  Supe- 
rieure,  Captain  Andrew  Hodge,  at  anchor  a  few  miles  to  the 
north-west,  the  Goree,  at  9h.  a.m.,  slipped,  and,  with  a 
breeze  at  east-south-east,  stood  off  shore  towards  the  cor- 
vettes, which  hove  to  and  awaited  her  coming  up.  At  lOh, 
A.M.  an  action  commenced  within  pistol-shot,  which  had 
lasted  about  an  hour,  when  the  Supi§rieure  and  some  other 
vessels  approaching,  the  corvettes  bore  up  and  made  all  sail. 
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leaving  the  Gor^  with  her  fore  and  main  topsail  yards  shot 
away  in  the  slings,  and  all  her  masts  badly  wounded ;  but 
with  only  one  man  kiUed  and  four  wounded.   The  enem/s 

vessels  had  sustained  a  loss  together  of  50  men  killed  and 
wounded.  The  Goree,  being  quite  disabled  for  present 
action,  fil^o  bore  up  and  re- anchored  at  Marie  Galante. 

By  noon  the  Superieure  got  within  three  miles  of  the  cor- 
vettes, which  were  steering  for  the  Saintes,  and  before  they 
reached  the  anchorage  a  running  fight  took  place,  between 
the  Superieure  and  the  Filade,  which  was  continued  until 
close  under  the  batteries  on  tiie  Saintes,  when  the  Sup^ 
rieure  hauled  up,  having  sustained  little  damage.  When 
the  action  ceased,  the  British  32-gun  frigate  Circe  and 
18-gun  bris^  Wolverine,  Captains  Hugh  Pig-ot  and  Fran- 
cis /Vuguistus  Collier^  were  within  two  miles  of  the  Sup^ 
rieure. 

On  the  29th  of  April,  the  16-gun  sloop  Falcon,  Lieute- 
nant John  Price,  being  offthe  Island  of  Endelau,  discovered 
nine  large  boats  haided  up  on  the  beach.  Three  boats 
were  sent  in,  which  succeeded  in  burning  them,  although 
defended  by  some  Danish  troops.  Lieutenant  Price,  learning 
from  a  market-boat,  which  he  had  also  captured,  that  some 
vessels  laden  with  pieces  of  ordnance  intended  for  a  battery 
constructing  at  the  entrance  of  Kyeholm  were  expected,  the 
boats  were  sent  away  every  night,  and  on  the  7th  of  May, 
under  the  command  of  Mr.  James  Ellerton,  the  master  of 
Ae  falcon,  they  fell  in  with  and  attacked  two  vessels, 
anchored  close  under  the  batteries  of  Lindholm,  which 
were  instantly  boarded  and  carried  vrithout  loss.  One 
boat  was  brought  safely  out ;  but  the  other,  containing  a 
13-inch  mortar  and  400  shells,  grounding,  was  destroyed. 

On  the  7th  of  May,  at  daylight,  the  British  I8-gun 
brig  Redwing,  Captain  Thomas  Ussher,  cruizing  off  Gape 
I'rafalgar,  discovered  a  Spanish  convoy,  protected  by  seven 
armed  vessels,  mounting  in  all  22  heavy  long  guns,  witb 
crews  to  the  number  of  271  men,  coming  down  alongshore. 
The  wind  being  very  light,  the  Redwing  was  unable  to 
close  with  them  until  7h.  a.m.,  when,  having  arrived  within 
point-blank  shot,  the  Spanish  gun-boats  furled  their  sails 
and  swept  towards  the  brig,  as  if  with  the  intention  of 
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boarding.  Having  arrived  within  mubket-shot,  the  Red- 
wing opened  a  sj^irited  and  well-directed  fire,  whicii  was 
so  admira])ly  kept  up,  that  the  gim-boats,  apparently 
panic-struckf  retreated  and  ran  on  shore  on  the  roeks^  and 
a  great  portion  of  their  crews  perished  in  the  heavy  surf, 
notwithstanding  the  noble  exertions  of  the  Redwing's 
boats'  crews  to  save  them. 

Four  merchant  vessels  were  sunk  by  the  lire  of  the  Red- 
wing, and  seven  others  and  a4-gun  mistico  were  captured  ; 
but  two  with  a  gun- boat  effected  their  escape.  Only  one 
seaman  was  wounded  on  board  the  Redwing;  but  her 
lower  masts  were  both  struck  by  24 -pound  shot,  and  her 
rigging  and  sails  much  damaged.  In  the  boats  of  the  brig 
one  seaman  was  killed,  and  Mr.  John  Davis,  master, 
Mr.  Robert  L.  Homiman,  purser,  and  one  seaman  were 
wouiuled.  Considering  the  force  opposed  to  the  IS  guns 
and  li^  men  of  the  British  brig,  this  action  has  an  un- 
doubted right  to  rank  amongst  the  first  of  tins  description. 
The  weather  and  every  circumstance  greatly  favoured  the 
operations  of  the  gun-boats,  and  nothing  but  a  high  state 
of  discipline  on  board  the  Redwing  could  have  brought 
about  so  &vourable  a  termination. 

On  the  10th  of  May,  the  British  16-gun  brig  Wizard, 
Captain  Ahol  Ferris,  being  in  Latitude  40^  30'  north,  longi- 
tude 6°  34'  east,  with  the  wind  at  west,  discovered  and 
chased  a  brig  to  leeward,  befirinir  east-north-east,  and 
steering  to  the  southward  under  all  sail.  This  vessel  was 
the  French  brig  Requin,  of  equal  force,  Captain  Berard. 
The  pursuit  continued  throughout  the  day  and  night ;  but» 
on  the  1 1th,  at  Ih.  a.h.»  the  wind  died  away,  and  the 
Wizard's  crew  had  recourse  to  the  sweeps,  by  which  she 
was  enabled  to  get  sufficiently  near  at  7h.  45m.  for  the  Re- 
quin to  lire  her  stem  chasers.  The  Wizard,  having  hoisted 
her  colours,  returned  the  fire,  and  at  9h.  the  French  brig 
rounded  to,  with  her  studdinii;  snils  set,  and  fired  her 
broadside,  which  enabled  the  Wizard  to  pass  under  her  op- 
ponent's stem,  and,  after  raking  her,  to  take  a  position 
on  the  Requin's  lee  quarter*  The  action  continued, 
with  much  spirit  on  both  sides,  until  lOh.  dOm.,  when  tiie 
Requin  filled  and  made  sail.   The  Wizard  had  received  so 
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nrach  injury  to  her  masts,  sails,  and  rigging,  that  it  was 

not  until  6h.  p.m.  that  she  was  apdn  in  a  situation  for  pur- 
suit, when  she  was  once  more  uiuler  a  crowd  of  sail. 

The  crew  passed  the  second  mn:ht  at  their  quarters, 
workinc^  at  the  sw^eeps,  whenever  the  wind  fell  light,  and, 
on  the  I2t\i,  at  6h.  15m.  a.m.»  the  Wizard  had  approached 
sufficiently  near  to  fire  her  bow-guns ;  but  her  opponent's 
sailing  qualities  were  so  much  superior,  that  the  moment  a 
breeze  came,  the  Wizard  was  left  astern,  and  at  7h.  a.m. 
was  again  out  of  gun-shot.  At  midnight  the  brigs  were 
about  two  miles  and  a  half  apart,  and  the  African  coast 
right  ahead,  distant  seven  or  eiirht  miics.  Thia  most  ardu- 
ous chase  eon  tinned  until  the  14th,  at  4h.  a.m.,  when  the 
Requin  was  right  ahead,  distant  about  two  miles  and  a 
half,  steering  for  Tunis  Bay,  which  she  reached  at  5h.  a.u«, 
and  where,  this  being  a  neutral  port,  she  lay  in  safety. 
The  Wizard  stood  into  the  bay  after  her,  and  passed  so 
close  under  the  stem  of  the  fti^tive  brig,  that  her  name, 
**  Le  Requiii "  w'as  read  on  her  stern,  idler  which  she  made 
sail  out  of  the  hay.  The  Wizard  w^as  obliged  to  repair  to 
Malta,  where  her  lowermasts  were  slutted  and  a  new  main- 
yard  supplied.  One  man  was  killed  and  hve  wounded  on 
board  her.  This  harassing  chase  of  370  miles,  performed 
in  light  airs  and  calms,  in  88  hours,  was  highly  creditable 
to  the  Wizard's  crew;  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the 
brig*s  dull  sailing  should  have  deprived  them  of  the  prize 
their  valour  and  skill  would  have  gained. 

On  the  11th  of  Mu\ ,  the  British  20-crun  ship  Bacchante, 
Captain  Samuel  Hood  Tngleheld,  cruizuig  olf  the  island  of 
Cuba,  chased  and  brought  to  action  the  French  16-gun 
brig  Griffon,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Gautier.  After 
sustaining  a  running  action  of  30  minutes,  by  which  time 
she  was  within  200  yards  of  the  breakers  off  the  Cape  An- 
tonio, the  colours  of  the  Griffon  were  hauled  down« 

On  the  10th  of  May,  the  1 8-pounder  d2-fFQn  frigate  Tar- 
tar, Captain  George  E.  B.  Bettesworth,  sailed  from  Leith 
roads,  in  quest  of  the  Dutch  36-gun  frigate  Guelderland, 
and  on  the  12th  arrived  off  the  coast  of  Norwav.  On  the 
i5th,  the  Tartar  made  the  islands  to  the  westward  of  Ber- 
gen, and,  on  hoisting  Dutch  colours,  some  boats  came  off 


Digiii^cu  L^y  Google 


180S.] 


THE  BRITISH  NAVY 


237 


from  tiie  shore,  frnm  whom  Cai)taiii  J3ettes\vorth  learnt 
that  the  Guelderlaiid  aiid  convov  h;id  sailed  some  days  ])re- 
viously  for  the  East  Indies,  Captain  Bettesworth  then  de- 
termined to  make  an  attempt  to  bring  away  the  shipping 
in  the  harbour  of  Bergen^  and  in  the  morning  the  boats  of 
the  ship  were  dispatched  with  this  intention ;  but  the  alarm 
being  given  by  a  s:uard-boat  (which,  however,  was  boarded 
and  taken),  Caj)tain  Bettesworth  returned  to  the  friLi;ate. 
The  Tartar  then  weighed  with  tlic  intention  of  attacking 
the  batteries ;  but  the  wind  having  died  away  before  siie  had 
got  half  through  the  intricate  passage*  a  schooner  and  five 
gun-boats  approached  within  half  gun-shot,  and,  tak- 
ing their  position  on  the  Tartar's  bow,  kept  up  a  well- 
directed  fire,  which  did  considerable  execution,  and  to 
which  no  adequate  return  could  be  made.  Captain  Jjcttes- 
worth,  in  the  act  of  pointing  a  gun,  v/as  killed  by  one  of  the 
first  shot  tir^'d.  Mr.  Henry  Fitzbur^-,  midshijniian,  was 
shot  nearly  at  the  same  time.  I'he  command  of  the  ship 
then  devolved  on  Lieutenant  Herbert  Caiger*  A  light  air 
of  wind  springing  up,  the  Tartar's  broadside  was  brought 
to  bear  on  the  enemy,  by  which  one  boat  was  sunk,  and, 
after  some  firing,  the  remainder  driven  tmder  the  batteries 
of  Bergen.  The  Tartar  was  with  great  difficulty  extricated 
from  the  chaiuiel,  which  she  had  entered,  and,  on  the  20th, 
returned  to  Leith  roads  with  the  body  of  Captain  Bettes- 
worth on  board. 

On  the  19th  of  May,  at  4h.  p.m.,  in  latitude  46°  north, 
longitude  14°  west,  the  British  38-gun  frigate  Virginie, 
Captain  Edward  Brace,  while  standing  on  the  starboard 
tack,  with  the  wind  at  north-east,  observed  and  chased  a 
ship  right  ahead.  At  4h.  30m.,  the  stranger,  which  was 
the  Dutch  r2-|)ouuder  3G-gun  frigate  GuelderLtml,  Cap- 
tain Pool,  previously  alluded  to,  bore  up,  and  at  7h.  40m. 
the  Virginie  having  neared  her,  both  ships  fired  a  gun, 
and  the  Guelderland  hoisted  French  colours.  At  9h.  45m., 
the  Guelderland,  being  hailed  from  the  Virginie,  answered 
that  she  was  a  Dutch  ship  of  war ;  upon  which  the  latter 
commenced  firing,  and,  after  an  action  of  an  hour  and 
a  half  (during  which  the  Guelderland  wore  three  times), 
having  her  masts  and  bowsprit  shot  away,  and  sustained  a 
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loss  of  25  men  kiQed  and  50  wounded,  including  her  com- 
mander, the  Gueldeikuul  was  :iurruiidcred.  The  \'iiginie 
had  only  one  man  killed  and  two  wounded.  The  first 
lieutenant  of  the  Virginie  (John  Davis)  was  promoted  to 
be  a  commander,  and  Mr.  Nathaniel  Norton  made  lieute- 
nant. 

On  the  12th  of  May,  the  18-pounder  32-gan  frigate 
Ampliion«  Captain  William  Hoste,  being  on  her  way  from 

Toulon  to  Majorca,  discovered  a  frigate  lyins^  at  anchor  in 

the  Bay  of  Kosas,  under  the  protection  of  some  heavy 
batteries.  This  was  the  French  frigate-built  store  ship 
Baleine,  of  600  tons,  mounting  26  or  30  guns  (probably 
12-pounders),  with  a  crew  of  150  men.  At  lOh.  10m. 
▲•H.  the  Baleine  hoisted  French  colours,  and  at  lOh.  30m. 
commenced  firing  on  the  Amphion  as  she  approached, 
as  did  also  a  battexy  of  16  long  24-pounder8,  on  the  left 
of  Rosas,  Fort  Bouton,  which  mounted  several  heavy 
guns,  and  a  low  battery  of  eight  24-pounder8,  on  the  right- 
hand  side  oi  the  b;iy.  The  Amphion,  having  to  work  in, 
returned  the  fire,  on  different  tacks,  as  she  best  could,  and 
at  llh.  the  Baleine  slipped  her  cables,  hoisted  her  staysails, 
and  ran  on  shore,  close  under  Fort  Bouton.  At  llh.  30m. 
the  Amphion  andiored,  with  springs  on  her  cable,  inside 
the  anchorage  which  the  Baleine  had  quitted,  when  she 
(jfpeaed  a  smart  fire  on  the  ship  and  batteries,  which  was 
returned  by  the  enemy,  who  fired  hot  shot,  some  of  which 
set  the  Amphion  on  fire.  At  Ih.  dOm.  p.m.  the  Baleine  was 
observed  to  be  in  flames,  and  some  of  her  crew  ^\  ere  seen 
escaping  to  the  shore.  Supposing  that  she  had  surrendered. 
Lieutenant  Williani  ]3ennet  was  sent  in  the  jolly-boat  to 
take  possession,  but  on  his  approach  the  boat  was  fired  at. 
•  Regardless  of  the  shot  flying  about  them,  lieutenant  Ben- 
net  and  his  boat's  crew  stood  up  in  the  boat  and  gave  three 
loud  cheers,  after  which  they  returned  to  the  Amphion.  At 
2h.  20m.  the  Amphion  cut  her  cable,  and  made  sail  out  of 
the  bay,  having  gallantly  effected  the  irreparable  injury,  if 
not  destruction,  of  the  French  ship.  The  Amphion  had 
onlv  one  man  killed  and  five  wounded. 

On  the  24th  of  May,  at  noon,  the  hired  armed  cutter 
Swan,  mounting  ten  12-pounder  carronades,  with  a  crew  of 
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40  men  and  boys,  Lieutenant  Mark  Robinson  Lucas,  being 

off  the  island  of  Bomholm  on  her  way  to  Sir  Samuel  Hood, 
with  despatches,  observed  a  cutter-rigged  vessel  under  the 
land  standinp^  towards  her.  The  Swan  hove  to,  and 
hoisted  a  dutch  jack  for  a  pilot.  At  2h«  p.m.,  the  stranger 
having  approached  withia  a  short  distance,  the  Swan  made 
tan  in  chase,  and  at  4h.  p.h.  arrived  within  shot,  when  the 

Strang  cutter  opened  her  fire,  and  the  battery  of  Bomholm 
also  lired  at  tlie  Swan.  Tiic  stranger,  m  endeavouring  to 
get  a  long  gun  aft,  to  bear  over  her  taflPrail  iijion  her 
pursuer,  came  up  in  the  wind,  and  by  this  accident  enabled 
the  Swan  to  get  within  musket-shot,  and  af  ter  an  action  of 
twenly  minutes  her  opponent  Uew  up  and  sank«  The 
Danish  cutter  appeared  to  have  been  a  vessel  of  about  120 
tons,  and  to  have  mounted  10  guns.  The  Swan  received 
no  damage,  nor  had  she  a  man  hurt. 

On  the  4th  of  June,  during  a  calm,  the  M-crun  brig 
Tickler,  Lieutenant  John  Watson  Skinner  commander,  be- 
ing in  the  Great  Belt,  was  attacked  by  four  Danish  gim- 
boats,  and  after  an  action  of  four  hours,  during  which  her 
commander  and  14  seamen  were  killed  and  22  wounded, 
ont  of  a  crew  of  50  men,  was  compelled  to  surrender. 

On  the  9th  of  June,  a  small  squadron  consisting  of  the 
Thunder-bomb,  Captain  James  Caulfield,  and  gun-brigs 
Charger,  Piercer,  and  Turl^dent,  Lieutenants  .Tohn  Aitkin 

Rlow,  .Tolm  Ribroll,  and  (Teorn:o  Wood,  rouvovin"*  70  «;ail 

of  merchant  vessels,  was  attacked  oti  the  south  end  of 
Saltholm,  by  25  Dcmish  gun-vessels.  The  Turbulent  be- 
ing in  the  rear,  at  about  5h.  30m.  p.m.  became  exposed  to 
a  heavy  fire,  to  which  the  best  return  was  made  from  her 
18-ponnder  carronades.  The  Thunder  afforded  her  all  the 
assistance  possible,  and,  by  a  discharge  of  rockets  and  one- 
pound  shells,  kept  the  enemy  at  bay  for  a  time ;  but  the 
Turbulent  was  at  length  surrounded  and  captured.  Taking 
their  prize  in  tow,  the  gun- vessels  pursued  the  lliunder ; 
but  the  latter  having  got  her  6-pounders  to  bear  out  of  her 
stem  ports,  and  having  cut  away  her  launch  and  jolly-boat 
(previously  knocked  to  pieces),  succeeded  in  beating  off  her 
pursuers,  and  the  Danes  retired,  after  securing  ten  or 
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twelve  sail  of  the  convoy.  Limiteaaut  Wood  was  bououi* 
ably  acquitted  for  the  loss  of  the  brig. 

On  the  evening  of  the  11th  of  June*  the  36-gun  frigate 
Einyalus,  Captain  the  Hon.  George  Heneage  L  Dundas, 

and  18-gtin  eloop  Cruizer,  Captain  George  Charlea  Mac- 
kenzie, cruizliii;  iu  tlie  Great  Belt,  having"  discovered  seve- 
ral vessels  at  anchor  near  the  shore,  four  I)  tats,  under  the 
orders  oi  Lieutenant  Michael  Head,  with  Messieurs  Francis 
Wemyss,  James  W.  O.  Ricketts,  Bernard  Yeoman,  Jacob 
Richards,  Philip  Craymorei  Richard  Moffat,  and  Edward 
Loveday,  midshipmen,  were  .sent  to  destroy  them.  A  Dan- 
ish gun-boat,  mounting  two  long  18-ponnders«  with  a  crew 
of  64  men,  lying  moored  close  to  a  S-gun  battery  and  pro- 
tected by  a  body  of  troops  on  the  beach,  was  boarded  and 
brought  out,  and  two  lar^^-e  vessels,  fitted  as  troop  ships, 
were  burnt.  In  the  British  boats  only  one  man  was 
wounded,  but  the  Danes  had  seven  men  killed  and  12 
wounded. 

On  the  19th  of  June,  the  Naze  of  Norway  distant  seven 
or  eight  leagues,  the  British  16-gun  brig  Sei^e^,  mounting 
14  carronades,  24-pounders,  and  two  long  sixes.  Captain 
Robert  Cathcart,  discovered  in-shore  the  Danish  20-gun 

brigLougen,  which  moimted  18  long  18-pounders,  and  two 
long  sixes,  with  a  crew  of  IGO  men  (whose  action  with  the 
Chiklers  has  already  been  mentioned),  running  to  the  east- 
ward with  a  fresh  westerly  breeze.  The  Seagull  made  all 
sail  in  chase,  and  at  4h.  30m.  p.m.,  hamg  arrived  witliin 
range  of  the  Lougen's  long  guns,  the  Danish  brig  com- 
menced the  action.  The  wind  dying  away  about  this  time, 
the  Seagull,  by  means  of  her  sweeps,  got  sufficiently  near 
to  use  her  carronades  with  effect,  and  at  5h.  was  enabled 
to  return  the  enemy's  lire ;  but  her  sweeps  w^ere,  after  a 
short  time,  destroyed,  and  her  standing  and  running  rigging 
much  cut  by  the  Louixcn's  siiot.  The  action  had  not  con- 
tinued more  than  twenty  minutes  when  six  Danish  gun- 
boats, each  armed  with  two  long  24-pounder8,  and  a  crew 
of  60  or  70  men,  rowed  from  under  cover  of  the  rocks 
towards  the  Seagull ;  and,  taking  a  position  on  each  quarter, 
raked  her  with  great  execution,  while  the  Lougen  kept  up 
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a  constant  tire  on  the  larboard  bow  witii  equal  etfect.  By 
6h.  30m.  P.M.  &ve  of  the  Seagull's  larboard  carronades 
were  dismounted,  and  the  brig  almost  unrigged ;  she,  how- 
ever, continued  her  defence,  and,  after  sustaining  t^e  fire  of 
her  numerous  foes  untQ  7h.  dOm.  p.m.,  at  which  time  she 
had  tive  feet  water  iii  the  hold,  the  Seagull  struck  her 

colours.  Out  of  a  crew  of  94  nien,  the  Seagull  lost  her 
second  lieutenant,  Abraham  B.  White,  the  master,  Mr.  An- 
drew Martin,  three  seamen,  and  three  marines  killed ;  her  cap- 
tain severely,Fir8tLieutenantyilliersT.Hatt0D  dangerously, 
Thomas  Wilson,  boatswain,  eleven  seamen,  and  six  marines 
wounded.  Total :  eight  kOled  and  20  wounded.  Scarcely 
was  the  Seagull  in  possession  of  her  conquerors,  and  the 
survivors  of  her  crew  removed,  when  the  brig  went  down, 
thus  affording  incontrovertible  evidence  of  her  noble 
defence.  Captain  Cathcart  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
post-captain  on  his  return  to  England,  but  Lieutenant 
Hatton,  although  highly  spoken  of  in  Captain  Gathcart's 
official  letter,  was  passed  over. 

On  the  26th  of  June,  two  boats  of  the  British  64-gun 
ship  Standard,  Captain  Thomas  Harvey,  cruizing  off  the 
Island  of  Corfu,  were  dispatched,  luider  the  orders  of 
Lieutenant  Uichard  Cull,  and  Captain  Edward  NicoUs  of 
the  marines,  in  chase  of  an  Italian  gun- vessel,  and  a  French 
despatch-boat.  After  a  row  of  two  hours,  exposed  to  a 
hot  sun,  the  boats  succeeded  in  getting  within  musket-shot 
of  the  gun-boat  Volpe,  mounting  one  long  4-pounder, 
with  a  crew  of  20  men,  which  was  boarded  by  Captain 
NicoUs,  and  carried  witiiout  loss ;  but  the  despatch-boat 
escaped. 

On  the  'iSrd  of  June,  the  British  22 -gun  ship  i'oi  cupine. 
Captain  the  Honourable  Henry  Duncan,  drove  on  shore,  and 
destroyed  a  French  vessel,  near  Civita  Vecchia.    On  the 

» 

dth  of  July,  being  becalmed  under  Monte  Circello,  on  the 
coast  of  Romania,  two  gun-boats  and  a  merchant  vessel 
were  discovered  running  down  under  the  land  to  the  west- 
ward, wjnch  were  chased  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Dango,  by 
the  boats  commanded  by  Lieutenant  George  Price.  The 
boats  were  recalled  to  chase  three  other  vessels  coming 
down  from  the  westward,  but  were  not  able  to  prevent 
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these  from  joining  the  guu-buaU,  in  the  harbour  of 
Dan  go. 

One  of  these  latter  vessels,  a  large  6-gun  polacre, 
being  observed  farther  out  than  the  rest.  Captain  Duncan 
determined  on  aending  the  boats  to  endeavour  to  cut  her 
out,  and  they  were  accordingly  despatched  on  the  10th» 
at  nighty  under  Lieutenant  Fnce»  who  was  accompanied  by 
Lieutenant  Francis  Smith,  Lieutenant  of  marines  James 
Renwdck;  and  Messieurs  B.  J.  Featherstone,  Charles  Adam, 
John  O'Brien  Butler,  luidshipmen,  and  George  Aiiduiion, 
captain's  clerk.  The  vessel,  whose  crew  consisted  of  30 
men,  fully  prepared  for  the  attack,  was  secured  to  the 
beach  (which  was  lined  with  soldiers),  close  under  the 
guns  of  two  batteries,  a  tower,  and  three  gun-boats ;  but, 
in  die  face  of  all  this,  the  g^aUant  assailants  dashed  on, 
and,  in  a  short  time,  were  in  full  possession  of  the  polacre. 
After  an  hour  and  twenty  minutes  of  hard  and  hazardous 
work,  the  prize  was  broimiit  out,  notwithstanding  the  wind 
was  light  and  balHing ;  and  this  desperate  service  was 
effected  with  no  greater  injur}''  than  eiirht  men  wounded, 
including  Lieutenant  Price  (severely  on  the  head  and  right 
leg)  and  Mr.  Butler.  Lieutenant  Price  was  rewarded  by 
promotion. 

Still  on  this  coast,  the  Porcupine,  on  the  2l8t  July,  drove 
on  shore,  near  Monte  Circello,  a  polacre  ship,  which  was 

destroyed  by  the  boats  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
1  lancis  Smith  without  loss. 

On  the  8th  of  August  another  very  gallant  exploit  was 
performed,  at  the  island  of  Planosa,  by  tlie  Porcupine's 
cutters  and  jolly-boat,  in  which  were  Lieutenants  Smith 
and  llcnwick,  and  Messieurs  Henry  Parry,  Edward  Barry, 
O.  D.  Lane,  and  George  Anderson.  Although  the  polacre 
ship  which  they  attacked  was  moored  within  30  yards  of  a 
battery  mounting  six  or  eight  guns,  which  opened  a  heavy 
fire  of  grape  upon  the  boats,  and  was  also  protected  by  a 
party  of  soldiers  on  the  beach,  and  one  of  her  own  guns 
judici^msly  placed,  she  was  boarded  and  carried,  with  the 
loss  ot  one  seaman  killed,  and  Lieutenant  iienwick  and  one 
seaman  mortally,  and  seven  other  men  severely  or  mortally 
wounded.   The  prize  was  brought  out,  and  proved  to 
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the  Concepciou,  of  four  guns,  from  Genoa,  bound  to 
Cyprus. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year  1807,  Vice -Admiral  Lord 
CoUingwood  appealed  with  his  fleet  off  the  Dardanelles,  and 
entered  into  an  understanding  with  the  Sublime  Porte,  that 
no  Turkish  ships  of  war  were  to  cruize  in  the  i£gean  Sea, 
and  that  no  tribute  was  to  be  exacted  from  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Greek  Islands  ;  and,  in  order  to  enforce  the  observ- 
ance of  the  compact  on  behalf  of  the  Greeks,  on  quitting 
the  Archipelago,  his  lordship  ordered  the  38-gun  frigate 

Seahorse,  Captain  John  Stewart,  to  cruize  in  the  neigh- 
boinrhood. 

A  band  of  Epirots,  formerly  in  the  service  of  Russia,  but 
which,  by  the  treaty  of  Tilsit,  were  no  longer  required,  had, 

it  appeared,  taken  possession  of  two  small  islands,  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  Gulf  of  Salonica,  called  Dromo  and  Saraguino, 
from  which,  havinu'  large  boats,  they  laid  the  coasts  as  far  as 
the  Dardanelles  under  contribution,  and  captured  all  vessels 
bound  to  Constantinople ;  thereby  intercepting  the  tribute 
from  those  places  (which  was  prmcipally  paid  m  com),  on 
its  way  to  the  Turkish  capital.  Upon  pretence  of  crushing 
these  marauders.  Captain  Stewart  was  applied  to  by  the 
Turkish  authorities,  to  know  if  he  would  interfere  with  any 
squadron  sent  down  the  Dardanelles  for  that  purpose ;  but 
Captain  Stewart,  aware  that  his  compliance  with  this 
departure  from  the  terms  of  the  agreement  would  be  taken 
advantage  of,  replied  that  he  would  repel  with  all  his  force 
any  attempt  made  in  violation  of  the  existing  treaty.  The 
Forte,  however,  understanding  that  tike  Seahorse  was  the 
only  British  ship  of  war  in  the  Archipelago,  despatched  a 
squadron  of  two  frigates,  two  corvettes,  two  mortar  vessels, 
and  some  xebecks  upon  the  service  in  view,  which  at  the 
latter  end  of  June  anchored  off  Dromo.  A  party  having 
landed  from  the  squadron,  surrounded  the  pirates'  town, 
which  was  situated  on  a  peak  of  the  island.  The  free- 
booters, in  tids  dilemma,  had  the  thought  to  dispatch  one 
of  their  boats  to  Sira,  near  Tino,  where  the  Seahorse  was 
at  anchor,  to  acquaint  Captain  Stewart  with  the  circum* 
stances. 

On  the  lat  of  July  the  boat  arrived  alongside  the  Sea- 
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horse,  and  Captain  Stewart  immediately  gave  orders  to 
weigh,  directing  his  course  towards  Dromo.    On  the  5th 
of  July,  at  5h.  45m.  p.m.,  two  ships  and  a  galley  were  dis« 
covered  from  the  Seahorse,  between  the  islands  Scopolo 
and  Dromo,  and  standing  to  the  southward,  which  were 
soon  made  out  to  be  Turkish  ships  of  war.    One  of  these 
was  the  Badere  ZafFer,  bearing  the  broad  pendant  of 
Commodore  Scaudril,  which  wai  a  very  fine  ship  of  1,300 
ton?,  mounting  on  her  main-deck  30  brass  guns,  of  tliree 
different  calibres,  as  follows  :  in  midships  on  each  side  was 
a  French  36-pounder,  and  next  to  it,  forward  and  aft, 
were  four  24-pounders,  the  remaining  ten  being  18-pound* 
ers,  and  on  the  quarter-deck  and  forecastle  were  22  k>ng 
12 -pounders,  also  of  brass:  total  52  guns.   The  crew  of 
this  ship  numbered  543  men.   Her  consort  was  the  AK 
Fezan,  unci  mounted  124  long  brass  12-pouiidcrs,  on  the 
main-deck,  and  in  midships  on  the  upper  deck  two  mortars 
were  placed,  which  of  course  were  of  no  service  in  her  ap- 
proaciiing  contest ;  her  crew  consisted  of  230  men.  The 
Turkish  commodore  did  not  offer  to  retreat,  but,  confident 
in  his  strength,  continued  the  same  course,  but  hoisted  no 
coburs. 

At  9h.  30m.  i  m.  the  Seahorse,  having  arrived  on  the 

weather-beam  of  the  I^adcrc  Zatler,  shortened  sail,  and, 
through  the  medium  of  a  Greek  pilot  on  board,  hailed  the 
Turkish  commodore,  and  ordered  him  to  surrender  the  ship 
to  a  British  frigate.  A  direct  refusal  being  returned,  the 
broadside  of  the  Seahorse,  double- shotted,  was  fired  into 
her,  which  was  quickly  responded  to  by  thet  Badere  Zaffer. 
With  a  light  air  of  wind  a  little  abaft  the  starboard  beam, 
the  two  ships  ccmtinued  to  engage  with  great  animation,  but 
the  Badere  Zaffer  gradually  edged  off  the  wind  to  close  with 
her  consort,  then  about  two  miles  on  her  larboard  beam. 
Having  effected  a  junction  with  the  Ali  Fezan,  the  helm  of 
the  Badere  Zaffer  was  put  hard  aport,  in  order  to  lay  the 
Seahorse  (which  had  continued  to  keep  her  station  on  the 
weather  beam  of  her  enemy)  on  board ;  but  as  this  mode 
of  warfiare  was  not  to  be  preferred,  in  consequence  of  the 
large  number  of  men  in  the  Turkish  ship,  the  Seahorse  also 
havded  sharp  up,  and,  having  sufficient  way,  crossed  the 
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bows  of  her  enemy,  whose  sails  were  all  abaek,  and  in 
much  coniu&ioQ.  A  most  destructive  raking  fire  was  poured 
into  her  in  passing,  after  which  the  Seahorse  tacked  and 
bore  up  witii  the  intention  of  again  dosing  the  Badere 
Zaffer^  which  had  by  this  time  got  before  tdie  wind.  The 
AK  Fezan,  however,  was,  at  about  lOh.,  observed  coming 
up  on  the  weather  beam,  upon  which  the  Seahorse  asrain 
hauled  up,  and,  passing  astern  of  this  new  opponent,  poured 
in  lier  starboard  broadside  with  great  precision  and  effect. 
The  Seahorse  then  bore  up,  and  continued  firing  into  the 
Ali  Fezan  for  about  ten  minuteSi  when  an  explosion  took 
place  near  her  fore«hatchway.  The  Seahorse  continuing 
to  pursue  the  larger  opponent,  the  Ali  Fezan  availed  her-> 
self  of  the  earliest  opportunity,  and,  hauling  her  wind, 
made  sail  towards  Pelagnisi,  winch  port  she  reached  in 
great  distress. 

At  about  lOh.  35m.  the  Seahorse  ranged  up  on  the  lar- 
board beam  of  the  Badere  Zafier,  and,  shortening  sail,  re- 
newed the  action,  both  ships  being  now  before  the  wind. 
At  llh.  the  Turkish  commodore  made  another  attempt  at 
boarding,  but  the  British  crew  were  too  expert,  and  the 
Seahorse  again  crossed  the  bows  of  the  Badere  Zaffer ;  but 
so  close  were  the  two  ships  on  this  occasion  that  the  jib- 
boom  of  the  Turkish  shij)  grazed  the  mizen  rigging  of  the 
Seahorse,  and  carried  away  the  vangs  of  her  gaff.  The 
forecastle  and  bowsprit  of  the  Badere  Zaffer  were  at  this 
time  observed  to  be  crowded  with  men  in  expectation  of 
boarding,  and  amongst  these  the  aftermost  carronades  of 
the  Seahorse  were  fired  with  great  effect.  In  a  short  time 
the  action  was  resumed,  the  Seahorse  being  then  on  the 
starboard  side  of  the  enemy,  and  the  former  continued  to 
pour  in  broadside  after  broadside,  until  the  Turkish  guns 
were  r^ileuced.  The  Turkish  frigate,  although  repeatedly 
hailed,  returned  no  answer  ;  and,  at  length,  about  Ih.  a.m. 
of  the  6th,  the  Seahorse  ceased  firing  upon  her  sullen  foe, 
having  so  crippled  her  masts  and  yards«  and  her  topmasts 
being  shot  away,  that  escape  was  impossible.  The  Sea- 
horse then  brought  to  on  the  larboard  quarter  of  her  enemy 
to  repair  the  damages  to  the  rigging,  and  also  to  refresh 
the  crew,  whose  continual  exertions  had  been  very  trying. 
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At  daylight  the  Seahorse  passed  under  the  stem  of  the 
Badere  Zaffier,  which  was  steering  before  the  wmd  under 

the  remains  of  her  foresail.  Receiving  no  answer  to  his 
hail,  Cajitain  Stewart  ordered  another  broadrside  to  be  fired 
into  lier,  and  was  about  to  repeat  it,  when  the  Turkish  flag 
was  hauled  down.  This  act,  it  appears,  had  been  per- 
formed without  the  sanction  of  the  Turkish  commodore, 
who,  sitting  in  hid  chair,  which  was  placed  on  a  sort  of 
wooden  awning  or  shed»  erected  over  the  quarter-deck» 
gave  orders  for  his  men  to  continue  the  fight.  But  his 
officers,  aware  of  the  impossibiHty  of  escape,  making  pri- 
.soner  of  the  stubborn  chief,  surrendered  the  ship,  who  was 
sliortly  afterwards  taken  on  board  the  Seahorse.  **  Appa- 
rently unacquainted  with  the  forms  of  civiHzed  warfare," 
writes  Mr.  James,  "  Scandril  had  no  idea  of  delivering  up 
his  sword  in  token  of  submission*  and  when  told  that  he 
must  do  so,  the  Mahometan  commander  complied  with 
great  reluctance,  observing,  as  his  eyes  bent  upon  Ihe 
forfeited  weapon,  *  tiiat  it  was  a  Damascus  blade  of  great 
value.*  '* 

The  loss  on  board  the  Seahorse  consisted  of  live  men 
killed  and  ten  wouuded,  and  her  inn^^ts  and  rigginci;  were 
wounded,  but  immaterially.  The  carnage  on  board  the 
Turkish  ship  was  awful,  170  men  were  killed  and  200 
wounded;  and  so  much  was  the  ship  shattered  that  it  was 
with  difficulty  she  could  be  kept  afloat.  She,  however, 
reached  Malta,  but,  on  being  surveyed,  was  found  to  be 
badly  put  together  and  unfit  for  the  British  navy. 

The  obstinacy  of  the  defence  of  the  Turkish  ship  was 
only  such  as  might  have  been  expected  from  the  despe- 
rate courage  of  Mahometans ;  but  the  sequel  proved  how 
great  is  the  advantage  resulting  from  good  discipline  and 
skill,  when  placed  in  competition  with  courage  and  power 
ill  applied.  Had  the  Turks  once  succeeded  in  gaining  the 
deck  of  the  Seahorse  their  numbers  would  have  rendered 
them  formidable,  and  although  they  would  doubtless,  in 
the  end,  have  been  beaten  off,  yet  it  must  have  been  at- 
tended with  great  loss  to  the  British ;  the  watchful  care, 
therefore,  of  the  master,  Mr.  Thomas  Curtis  (who  served 
in  the  same  capacity  on  board  the  Wilhelmina,  in  her  gal- 
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lant  action  with  the  Psyche),  which  defeated  the  move- 
ments of  the  enemy,  deserves  every  praise,  and,  upon  the 
whole,  the  affiiir  of  the  Seahorse  and  Badere  ZaliV  confers 
great  honour  on  Captain  Stewart,  his  officers  and  crew. 
The  lieutenants  were  George  Downie  (who  was  promoted), 
Thomas  Bennett,  and  Richard  Glynn  Vallack. 

Oil  the  3rd  of  July,  while  the  18-gan  corvette  Wan- 
derer, Captain  Edward  Croffcon,  and  4-gun  schooners  Sub- 
tle and  Ballahou,  Lieutenants  George  Augustus  Spearing 
and  George  Mills,  were  cruizing  between  the  islands  of 
AiiL^nille  and  St.  Martin,  Captain  Crofton  received  intelli- 
gence whi(  li  induced  hiiu  to  dispatch  Lieutenant  Spearing 
with  the  boats  of  the  ship  and  schooners,  containing  toge- 
ther 135  men,  to  land  and  attack  the  flench  part  of  the 
island  of  St.  Martin's.  The  landing  was  effected  with  a 
trifling  loss,  and  six  guns  were  spiked  in  the  lower  fort; 
but,  on  ascending  the  heights,  which  were  covered  with  the 
prickly  pear,  to  storm  the  upper  battery,  Lieutenant  Spear- 
ing was  shot  through  the  chest,  and  several  of  his  gallant 
followers  were  killed.  The  remainder  endeavoured  to  re* 
gain  the  boats,  but  were  greatly  outnumbered  and  made 
prisoners.  The  Wanderer,  which,  with  the  two  schooners, 
in  the  meanwhile,  had  beeu  firing  at  the  batteries  to 
cover  the  advance  of  the  storming  party,  now  ceased  ^ 
and  hoisted  a  flag  of  truce.  By  communicating  with  the 
commandant,  it  was  ascertained  that  the  garrison  con- 
sisted of  900  men,  and  that  the  detachment  from  the 
ships  had  in  the  whole  sustained  a  loss  of  seven  killed  and 
30  wounded. 

The  remains  of  the  gallant  young  officer  in  command  of 
this  unfortunate  attack  were  delivered  up,  but  afterwards 
buried  on  shore  with  military  honours,  the  French  com- 
mandant and  part  of  the  crew  of  Lieutenant  Spearing's  ves- 
sel attending  the  ceremony,  while  the  British  vessels,  as 
they  lay  at  anchor  in  Marigot  Bay,  with  their  colours 
half-mast,  together  with  the  French  batteries,  hred  nunute- 
guns. 

On  the  1st  of  August,  the  British  74-gun  ship  Kent, 
Captain  T^iomas  Rogers,  and  IS-gun  brig  Wizard,  Captain 
William  Ferris,  being  in  the  Gulf  of  Genoa,  discovered  a 
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deeply  laden  Gomoy  at  anchor  under  fhe  protection  of  a 
hrge  gun-boat  off  the  town  of  Noli.   The  boats  of  the 

two  ships  were  immediately  dispatched  under  Lieutenants 
William  Cashmaii,  James  Lindsay,  and  Fairfax  Moresby, 
Captain  Henry  Ilea,  and  Lieutenants  John  Hanlon  and 
Patrick  Grant  of  the  marines,  all  of  the  Kent ;  and  Lieute- 
nant Alexander  Bissett^  of  the  Wizard.  The  boats  were 
boarded ;  but,  being  secured  to  the  beach  by  chains  from 
the  mast-heads*  it  was  found  necessary  to  land  in  order  to 
get  them  dear.  The  boats  therefore  pulled  to  the  shore* 
exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  from  several  ^ns  advantageously 
planted,  and  from  a  large  number  uf  regular  troops  assem- 
bled on  the  beach.  The  gun-boat,  mounting  two  heavy 
guns  and  manned  with  45  men,  was  captured  with  all  the 
vessels,  the  guns  on  the  shore  destroyedt  and  this  service, 
effected  under  cover  of  the  Wizard's  guns*  was  attended 
with  no  greater  loss  than  one  seaman  killed  and  one  mor« 
tally  wounded. 

England  having  necessarily  become  involved  in  a  war 
with  Russia,  in  consequence  of  the  treaty  of  Tilsit,  which 
united  Russia  and  Denmark  in  a  league  with  France,  a  large 
force  was  rendered  necessars^  in  the  Baltic,  and  a  fleet  of 
eleven  sail  was  dispatched  thither  under  the  command  of 
Vice- Admiral  Sir  James  Saumarez.  More  than  200  sail  of 
transports*  containing  14*000  troops*  under  the  command 
of  Sir  John  Moore*  accompanied  the  fleet ;  but  these  were 
principally  intended  to  assist  Sweden*  the  ally  of  England* 
against  Denmark,  but  not  being  required,  they  rctmued 
very  shortly  to  England. 

On  the  19th  of  August,  a  Rncsian  fleet  of  nine  sail  of 
the  line*  three  50-gun  ships,  and  eight  frigates  and  smaller 
vessels,  in  all  24  sail,  under  the  command  of  Vice- Admiral 
Hanickoff»  anchored  in  Hango  Bay*  a  port  of  Swedish 
flnjand. 

On  the  20th*  Rear* Admiral  Sir  Samuel  Hood*  in  the  74- 

gun  ship  Centaur,  accompanied  by  the  Implacable,  Ca]:)tain 
Thomas  Byam  Martin,  joined  the  Swedish  squadron  of 
seven  sail  of  the  line  and  four  frigates  in  the  Oro  ruads,  and 
on  the  same  afternoon  the  Russians  made  their  appearance  in 
.the  offing*  ai(d  anchored  outside*  at  no  great  distance  firom 
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the  roadstead,  where  they  continued  cruizing',  off  and  on, 
for  several  days.  On  the  22nd  of  August  four  more  sail  of 
the  line  joined  the  Swedish  squadron,  which  then  amounted 
to  eleven  sail  of  the  line;  but  unfortunately  more  than  a 
third  of  the  crews  of  the  ships  were  on  the  sick  list  with 
the  scurvy. 

On  the  23rd,  the  Russians,  assuming  a  threatening  atti- 
tude, stood  elo^e  into  Oro  roads,  with  a  tine  breeze  from 
west- south-west,  but  again  stood  off  without  making  any 
attack. 

On  the  25th,  at  6h.  a.m.,  the  Swedish  fleet,  accompa- 
nied by  the  Centaur  and  Implacable,  weighed,  with  a  fresh 
breeze  from  north-east,  and  made  sail  in  pursuit  of  the  Rus- 
sians, which,  at  9h.,  were  discovered,  in  number  23  sail,  off 

Hango-Udd,  bearing  south-east.    Having  dispatched  one 

ship  to  Carlscrona  with  the  sick,  the  Anglo-Swedish  Ucct 
consisted  of  12  sail  of  the  line  and  live  frigates,  uiuuut- 
ing  in  all  l,i5Li  guns,  while  the  Russian  force,  jilrrudy  de- 
scribed, mounted  1,1  IS  guns.  Although  there  was  nothing, 
therefore,  on  the  score  of  comparative  force  to  cause  the 
Russians  to  decline  the  combat,  yet  they  no  sooner  disco- 
vered that  they  were  pursued,  than  they  made  every  endea^ 
vour  to  escape.    By  8h.  p.m.  the  two  British  ships  were 
■five  miles  to  windward  of  the  Swedes,  and  at  4h.  uii  the 
following  morning  this  distance  was  doubled,  the  Im]>laca- 
ble  being  two  miles  to  windward  of  the  Centaur,  and  not 
more  than  five  miles  from  tlie  Sewolod,  the  sternmost  ship 
of  the  enemy.    At  4h.  30m.  this  ship,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Roodneff,  being  at  some  distance  astern  and  to  lee- 
ward of  her  own  fleet,  crossed  the  bows  of  the  Implacable 
on  the  starboard  tack.   At  6h.  30m.  they  again  crossed  on 
opposite  tacks,  and  a  quarter  of  an  hour  afterwards  crossed 
a  thh'd  time,  when  the  Russian  oj)ened  fire. 

At7h.  oUni.  the  luiplacable,  having  again  tacked,  ranged 
up  alongside  the  Sewolod  to  leeward,  and  so  vigorous  a 
cannonading  was  kept  up  by  the  former,  that  in  less  than 
half  an  hour  the  Sewolod,  whose  colours  had  been  shot 
away  and  not  rehoisted,  ceased  firing,  and  hauled  down  her 
pendant.  At  this  moment  the  Russian  admiral  was  ob- 
served within  two  miles  of  the  Implacable,  bearing  dam 


Digitized  by  Google 


250 


BATTLES  OP 


[1808 


to  the  rescue  of  the  Sewolod,  and  Sir  Samuel  Hood  recalled 
the  Implacable,  which  accordingly  quitted  her  prize,  and 

rejoined  the  Ceiituur.  I  he  two  British  ships  then  bore  up 
for  the  Swedish  fleet,  then  about  ten  miles  to  leeward. 

The  Implaca])]e's  loss  in  this  smart  action  amounted  to 
six  men  killed,  I'homas  Pickerwell,  master's  mate,  Nicholas 
Drew,  captain's  clerk»  and  24  men  wounded.  Captain  Mar- 
tin spoke  in  high  terms  of  his  first  lieutenant,  Augustus 
Baldwin.  The  loss  of  the  Sewolod  in  this  action  amounted 
to  43  killed  and  80  wounded. 

Vice-Admiral  Hanickolf,  having  ordered  n  frigate  to  take 
the  Sewuiod,  which  was  much  disabled,  in  tow,  again 
hauled  to  the  wind,  wdiich  Sir  Samuel  Hood  observinjr,  the 
Centaur  and  Implacable  a  second  time  proceeded  in  chase, 
and  soon  obliged  the  frigate  to  relinquish  her  charge.  The 
Auflsians*  however,  again  bore  up  and  rescued  the  Sewolod, 
but  a  change  of  wind  having  tiJcen  place,  enabling  them 
to  reach  Rogerswick,  ihe  body  of  the  fleet  bore  up  for 
that  port,  where  the  ships  anchored  about  noon,  leaving 
the  Sewolod  aground  on  a  shoai  not  far  from  the  entrance 
of  the  hnrbour. 

The  iSewoiod,  having  got  off  the  shoal,  sw'ang  to  her  an- 
chors, and,  the  wind  moderating  in  the  afternoon.  Admiral 
HanickoiF ordered  a  division  of  the  boats  of  the  fleet  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  assistance  of  the  crippled  ship  and  tow  her  into 
the  roads.  Sir  Samuel  Hood  determined  to  prevent  this 
if  possible,  and  bore  up  to  endeavour  to  cut  her  off  before 
the  boats  could  rearh  her.  The  boats,  however,  succeeded 
in  taking  the  Se^^'ok)d  in  tow,  and  in  five  minutes  more  the 
ship  would  have  been  safe;  but  just  at  8h.  p.m.  the  Cen. 
taur  ran  her  on  board.  The  Centaur,  having  good  v^ay  on, 
shot  ahead  of  the  enemy,  the  Sewolod's  bowsprit  grazing 
her  fore-rigging,  as  did  her  bows  the  muzzles  of  the 
British  ship's  guns,  which  at  the  same  moment  were  dis* 
charged  with  tremendous  execution.  The  Sewolod  dropped 
astern  of  the  Centaur,  until  the  bowsprit  of  the  former 
reached  her  mizen-riggincr,  to  which  Sir  Samuel  Hood  or- 
dered it  to  be  lashed.  This  was  performed,  in  the  face  of  a 
continual  fire  of  musketry  in  a  most  gallant  manner,  by 
Captain  Webley»  the  first-lieutenant  Paul  Lawless  (who 
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was  severely  wounded),  and  Mr.  Edward  Strode,  the  master, 
with  other  brave  men.  Much  valour  was  displayed  on  both 
sides,  and  frequent  attempts  at  boarding  were  made  ;  but  the 
deliberate  fire  of  the  Centaur's  marines,  under  Captain 
George  Baile,  and  the  stem-chase  guns,  effectually  defeated 
the  attempts  of  the  Ruasiaos.  Sir  Samuel  Hood  hoped  to  he 
able  to  carry  off  the  Sewolod,  while  she  was  lashed  to  her, 
but  the  Russians  having  let  go  an  anchor  in  six  fathoms,  both 
ships  took  the  ground.  After  half  an  hour's  gallant  fighting, 
the  Sewolod's  colours  were  again  struck,  and  just  at  this  time 
the  Implacable  dropped  anchor  outside  the  two  engaged 
ships,  and  rendered  most  essential  service  in  heaving  the 
Centaur  off  the  shoal.  Two  of  the  Russian  ships  about  this 
time  slipped,  and  appeared  inclined  to  come  to  the  assist* 
ance  of  the  Sewolod ;  but  finding  the  Centaur  to  be  again 
afloat,  they  returned  to  their  anchorage.  The  prize  being 
found  immovable,  with  her  hold  half  full  of  water,  it  was 
found  necessary  to  destroy  her;  and,  after  all  the])risoners 
and  wounded  were  removed,  she  was  set  on  lire  and  burnt 
to  the  water's  edge. 

In  this,  her  very  gallant  action,  performed  as  it  was  in 
the  sight  and  in  defiance  of  a  powerful  enemy,  the  Centaur 
had  three  men  killed,  and  Lieutenant  Lawless,  Mr.  Morton 
(boatswain),  and  25  men  wuundcd ;  and  the  Sewolod, 
whose  lo?<cs  in  her  acUun  with  the  Implacable  had  been 
made  good  by  a  reinforcement  from  the  Russian  fleet  of  100 
men,  sustained  by  the  fire  of  the  Centaur  the  loss  of  180 
men  killed,  wounded,  and  missing;  making  the  total  num* 
ber  of  killed  and  wounded,  in  her  two  actions,  amount  to 
303 :  the  total  of  the  killed  and  wounded  in  tiie  two  Bri* 
tish  ships  amounted  to  62.  These  actions  are  every  way 
honourable  to  the  British  navy. 

The  Russian  fleet  (a  plan  for  burning  which  was  set  on 
foot,  butfouud  impracticable)  was  blockaded  in  Rogcrswick 
by  the  British  squadron,  under  Vice-Admiral  Sir  James 
Saumazez,  till  the  bad  weather  rendered  it  dangerous  to 
keep  the  sea,  and  as  soon  as  they  retired  from  before  the 
port,  the  Russians  quitted  and  returned  to  Cronstadt  for 
the  winter. 

On  the  11th  of  August,  at  8h.  t30m.  a.m.,  the  Jiiitioh 
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18-guii  corvette  Comet,  Captain  Cuthbeit  F.  Daly,  cruiz- 
ing off  the  French  coast,  discovered  three  sail  in  the  north- 
east. These  were  the  French  18-gun  corvette  Dilieente, 
and  Ifi-^rnn  brigs  Espiegle  and  Sylphe,  from  rOneat  bound 
to  Martinique.  At  9h.,  having  discovered  the  character  o£ 
the  strangers.  Captain  Daly,  without  hesitation^  stood  to- 
wards them,  and  soon  afterwards  the  Diligente  and  her 
consorts  tacked  and  made  all  sail  to  the  northward.  At 
noon  tiie  Diligente,  having  outsailed  the  brigs,  again  tacked 
and  stood  to  the  southward,  and  the  Comet  continued  to 
pursue  the  two  brigs.  At  3h.  30m.  a.m.  the  Espiegle, 
which  was  the  headmost  of  the  two,  tacked  and  passed  to 
windward  of  the  Comet,  at  the  distance  of  a  mile  and  a 
half.  At  5h.  the  Sylphe  hoisted  her  colours,  and  com- 
menced iiring  her  stem-chasers*  At  5h.  20m*,  having  ar- 
rived within  pistol-shot  of  the  latter,  llie  Comet  opened  her 
fire,  and  after  a  running  action  of  twenty  minutes,  the 
Sylphe,  being  much  disabled  and  having  lost,  out  of  a  crew 
of  yS  men  and  boys,  five  men  killed  and  live  wounded, 
struck  her  colours.  The  Comet  had  not  a  man  hurt;  but 
her  main  and  mizen  topmasts  were  badly  wounded,  and 
rigging  and  sails  much  cut.  The  Sylphe  was  a  fine  brig 
of  343  tons,  and  was  added  to  the  British  navy  under  the 
name  of  Seagull.  Lieutenant  James  Tomkinson,  first  of 
the  Comet,  although  highly  spoken  of  by  Captain  Daly  in 
his  official  letter,  did  not  receive  his  promotion  until  March, 
1810.  The  Kspiegle  t^uecc  i  eU  d  in  rejoining  the  Diligente, 
but  on  the  1 6tli  was  chased  and  captured  bv  the  38-gun 
frigate  Sybiile,  Captain  Clotworthy  Upton,  and  added  to  the 
British  navy  under  the  name  of  Electra. 

On  the  i6th  of  August,  the  British  4-gttn  schooner 
Rook,  Lieutenant  James  Lawrence  commander,  being  oS 
the  mole  of  Cape  St.  Nicholas,  on  her  way  to  England  widi 
despatches,  was  attacked  by  two  French  privateers,  one  of 

12  and  the  other  of  10  guns,  and  after  a  very  gallant  resis- 
tance of  one  hour  and  a  half,  in  the  course  of  which  the 
commander  was  killed,  the  mate  mortally  wounded,  and 

13  out  of  the  remaining  18  men  mortally  or  severely 
wounded,  the  Rook  surrendered. 

On  the  6th  of  September,  the  British  18-gun  brig  Be« 
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emit.  Captain  Charles  Napier,  in  lat.  17*^  50'  north,  longi- 
tude 55^  10'  west,  standing  close  hauled  on  the  starboard 
.  tack,  with  the  wind  from  the  eastward,  discovered  the 
'  French  corvette  Diligente  (previously  mentioned)  on  her 
I  weather  quarter,  steering  south.  The  Recruit  immediately 
j  tacked  to  meet  the  corvette*  and,  at  7h.  30m.  a.m.*  fired 
two  shot  at  the  stranger,  passing  to  windward.  At  8h. 
I  15m.  the  Diligente  tacked,  and  soon  afterwards  hoisted 
French  eolonrs.  At  Sh.  40m.  the  Recruit,  liavinf^  tacked, 
airain  pa-ssed  the  Dihgente,  then  on  the  starboard  tack,  and 
exchanged  broadsides  within  pistol-shot,  by  which  lire  Cap- 
tain Napier  waa  wounded,  but  not  with  such  severity  as  to 
oblige  him  to  quit  the  deck*  At  8h.  40m.  both  vessels, 
having  again  tadced,  passed  each  other*  firing  theur  broad* 
sides*  after  which  the  Diligente  wore  to  rake  the  Recruit ; 
but  the  latter,  by  bearing  up,  succeeded  in  bringing  the 
Diligente  to  close  action,  and  the  Recruit  continued  firing 
her  larboard  broadside  in  return  for  the  starboard  inins 
of  the  enemy  until  llh.  30m.,  when  the  brig's  mainmast 
was  shot  away  within  a  few  feet  of  the  deck.  The  Dili* 
gentethen*  backing  her  mizen- topsail,  dropped  astern*  and, 
bearing  up  under  tiie  stem  of  the  Recruit*  raked  her;  she 
then  shot  ahead,  and,  luffing  round  the  Recruit's  bows, 
poured  in  a  destructive  broadside.  The  corvette  then  ranged 
along  the  larboard  beam  of  her  antagonist,  intending  to 
repent  this  manncuvre  ;  bat  receiving  a  well-durected  broad- 
side from  the  Recruit,  which  shot  away  her  stem-boat, 
and  caused  a  heavy  explosion  abaft,  the  Diligente  put 
her  helm  up,  and  made  off  before  the  wind. 

After  repairing  a  few  of  her  damages,  remounting  some 
of  her  carronades  which  had  upset,  and  clearing  the  wreck 
of  her  mainmast,  the  Recruit  bore  up  after  the  Diligente. 
At  2h.  P.M.  the  corvette,  finding  there  was  a  j)rolKil)ilit}''  of 
her  being  overtaken  if  she  continued  to  nm  before  the  wind, 
set  her  courses  and  top -gallant  sails,  and  hauled  up  on  the 
starboard  tack  ;  and  ^though  every  exertion  was  made  on 
board  the  British  brig  by  erecting  a  jury-mainmast,  it  was 
found  impossible  to  close  the  Diligente,  which  by  8h.  p.m. 
was  lost  sight  of.  The  Recruit  in  this  gallant  action  had 
only  one  man  killed,  aud  Ca^Liuii  Napier  and  LieuleuauC 
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Moses  de  WiUetts  wounded.  The  Diligente  reached  Mar- 
tinique, and  subsequently,  on  the  surrender  of  that  island* 

fell  into  the  hands  of  the  British.  Being  a  ship  of  371  tons, 
she  was  added  to  tlie  navy  under  tliC  name  of  St.  i^iorre. 

On  the  Gth  of  September,  the  ]>rltish  22-gun  ship  Laurel, 
Captain  John  Charles  Woullcombe,  aiTived  off  the  Isle  of 
France  from  the  Cape,  and  shortly  afterwards  recaptured  a 
Portuguese  ship,  on  board  which  were  some  ladies  belonging 
to  the  Isle  of  France.  Captam  Woollcombe,  with  praises- 
worthy  gallantry,  immediately  sent  in  a  boat  with  a  £ag  of 
truce  to  the  governor,  Oeneral  Decaen,  requesting  him  to 
send  out  a  vessel  to  take  on  shore  the  ladies  with  their 
baggage.  The  second  Captain  of  the  French  40 -gun 
frigate  Canonniere,  ly'uv^  in  Port  Louis,  came  off  on  this 
service  during  the  night,  and  as  he  did  not  return  until  the 
next  morning,  it  is  conjectured,  but  we  hope  untruly,  that 
the  officer  took  advantage  of  the  circumstance  in  order  to 
become  acquainted  with  the  size  and  force  of  the  Laurel. 

On  the  12th,  in  the  afternoon,  the  Laurel,  having  chased 
a  vessel  close  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Louis,  was  standing 
off  shore  again,  when  a  sail  was  discovered  on  the  lee  bow 
steering  a  similar  course,  which  proved  to  be  the  Canonniere, 
bearing  Commodore  Bourayne's  broad  pendant,  mounting 
48  guns,  with  a  crew  of  350  men.  The  Laurel's  armament 
consisted  only  of  22  long  9 -pounders  on  the  main-deck^ 
with  six  18-pounder  carronades,  and  two  long  sixes  on  the 
quarter-deck  and  forecastle,  and  her  crew  amounted  to  no 
more  than  144  men  and  boys.  As  the  two  vessels  neared 
each  utlitr  on  opposite  tacks,  Captain  Woollcuuibe  directed 
the  master  to  lay  the  ship  close  to  the  enemy  ;  which  order 
the  latter  stnctly  complied  with.  About  Gh.  .'^Om.,  as  the 
Laurel,  being  to  windward,  edged  away  for  the  Canonniere's 
starboard  or  weather  bow,  the  latter  wore,  and  being  very 
slow  in  coming  round,  the  Laurel  was  enabled  to  give  her 
two  or  three  raking  broadsides;  but  the  French  frigate 
having  at  length  got  round  on  the  starboard  tack,  discharged 
her  broadside  wiih  some  effect.  The  wind  gradually  died 
away,  and  both  ships  continued  to  engage  closely  until 
8h.  P.M.,  when  the  Laurel's  rigging  being  much  damaged, 
her  gaff  shot  away,  and  her  mizeu-mast  left  tottering,  the. 
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ship,  bavins:  no  chance  of  escape,  struck  her  colour?, 
having  her  master,  Mr.  James  Douglas,  six  seamen  (three 

of  which  lost  a  leg),  and  two  marines  wounded.  ITiis, 
considering  the  duration  of  the  action,  was  extraordinary, 
^  wd  can  only  be  accounted  for  by  the  relative  height  of  the 
■  two  ships,  in  consequence  of  which  the  shot  of  the  Canon- 
ni^  passed  over  her  low  antagonist.  The  Canonni^re  bad 
five  men  killed,  and  19  wounded. 

Captain  Woulkombe,  his  oliiccrs  and  crew,  were  subse- 
quently tried  by  court-martial  for  the  loss  of  the  ship,  and 
honourably  acquitted,  and  Captain  Josias  Howley,  the  pre- 
sident, passed  a  very  flattering  encomium  on  Captain  Wooll- 

.  combe,  for  the  defence  he  had  made. 

On  the  29th  of  September,  Pointe  Antigua  Guada- 

loupe  bearing  south-west,  the  British  gun  brii::  Maria, 
armed  with  12  carronadcs,  ri-pouiiders,  and  two  long  4- 
pounders,  with  a  crew  of  65  men  and  boys.  Lieutenant 
James  Bennett  commander,  chased  a  sail  steerins^  towards 
the  land,  which  vessel  ]i!  Oved  to  be  the  French  22-gun 
ship  Departement  des  Laiides,  mounting  16  carronades,  24- 
pounders,  and  four  long  8-pounders  on  the  main-deck,  and 
two  brass  6-pounders  on  the  quarter-deck,  with  a  crew  of 
160  men  and  boys,  commanded  by  Captain  Raoule.  It 
falling  calm  just  as  the  Maria  got  within  gun-shot  of  her 
oi>punent,  the  brig  was  unable  for  a  time  to  bring  her 
broadside  to  bear,  while  the  French  ship,  bein<^  under  the 
Stern  of  the  Maria,  was  enabled  to  open  her  fire  with  de- 
structive effect.  By  the  aid  of  her  sweeps,  the  Maria  was 
at  length  enabled  to  return  the  fire ;  but  the  enemy  was 
too  strong  for  her»  The  Maria's  colours  being  shot  away, 
the  enemy  hailed  to  know  if  she  had  surrendered ;  to  whidi 
Lieutenant  Bennett,  rehoisting  the  ensign,  replied  *'  No," 
but  shortly  alierwards,  this  gallant  ofliccr  received  three 
grape  shot  in  his  body,  and  fell  beneath  tlie  colours  he  had 
just  rehoisted.  Mr.  Joseph  Dyason,  the  master,  continued 
the  action  for  some  minutes  ;  but  finding  the  brig  to  be  in 
a  sinking  state,  and  having,  besides  her  commander,  Mr. 
Robert  O'Donnel,  midshipman,  and  four  seamen  killed, 
and  nine  wounded,  the  British  colours,  after  a  noble  de- 
fence, were  hauled  down.   The  captors  were  under  the 
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necessity  of  numing  the  brig  on  shore,  to  prevent  her  from 
ftStilging  under  them.  It  is  such  defences  as  these  which 
reflect  so  high  a  degree  of  honour  on  British  seamen,  and 

with  reference  to  tlie  loss  of  the  Maria,  the  only  cii  cinn- 
stances  to  be  resetted  are  the  deatlis  of  so  .erallaut  an 

officer  as  Lieutenant  Bennett,  and  of  those  who  ieli  by  his 
side. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  the  British  18-gun  brig  Cruizer, 
acting  commander  Lieutenant  Thomas  Wells,  being  off  the 
entrance  to  Gottenburg,  fell  in  with  about  20  sail  of  armed 
cutters,  luggers,  and  row*boats,  one  of  which,  a  schuyt, 
mounting  ten  4-pounders,  and  32  men,  was  captured. 
Lieutenant  Wells  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  commander 
a  few  weeks  after  performinsr  this  dashing  exploit. 

On  thi  :-.rd  of  October,  the  iiritish  1 8-gnn  brig  Carnation, 
Captain  Charles  Marshall  Gregory,  cruizing  to  the  eastward 
of  Martinique,  fell  in  with  the  French  16-gim  brig  Palinure, 
Captain  Jance,  and  after  an  action  of  an  hour  and  a  half, 
the  Ftalinure,  bemg  much  disabled  in  her  spars  and  saib, 
fell  on  board  the  Carnation.   By  this  time,  however,  Cap<- 
tain  Gregory  and  most  of  the  officers  were  either  killed  or 
severely  wounded  ;  and  the  boatswain  (Williaui  Triplet)  was 
the  commanding  officer.    The  French  crew  emboldened  by 
the  absence  of  any  endeavour  to  complete  the  victory  by 
boarding,  themselves  boarded,  and  carried  the  Carnation 
without  meeting  much  resistance.    The  boatswain  and 
about  ten  brave  fellows  resolutely  opposed  the  Frenchmen, 
but  the  remainder  of  the  Carnation's  crew  basely  quitted 
their  quarters,  and  the  British  brig  became  a  prize  to  the 
Pahnure.  The  Carnation,  out  of  1 1 7  men,  had  her  comman- 
der, Mr.  Morgan  Thomas,  purser,  and  eight  men  killed, 
and  Lieutenants  Samuel  B.  Deecker  and  James  Fitzmaurice 
severely,  Mr.  Anthony  Wetherell,  master  (mortally),  and  27 
seamen  and  marines  wounded,  14  of  them  mortally*  The 
captain  of  the  Palinure  was  confined  to  his  cot  with  the 
ydlow  fever^  and 'the  brig  was  fought  by  Enseigne  de 
Vaisseau  Huguet,  who  greatly  distinguished  himself  on  the 
occasion. 

On  the  31st  of  October,  at  daylight,  the  32-gun  frigate 
Circe,  Captain  Hugh  Figot,  cruizing  off  Fort  Royal 
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Martinique,  discovered  the  Palinure,  under  jury-masts, 
coining  down  before  the  wind,  wiiich,  hauling  close  round 
the  Diamond  Rock  by  the  aid  of  her  sweeps,  got  under  the 
protection  of  a  battery  on  Fointe  Salomon.  The  Circe 
amving  withm  Bhot»  an  action  ensued^  and  in  15  minutes 
the  Palinure,  having  seven  men  killed  and  eight  wounded, 
hauled  clown  her  colours.  The  Circe  had  um  man  killed 
and  one  wounded. 

On  the  15th  of  October,  the  British  64-gun  ship  Africa, 
Captain  John  Barrett,  accompanied  by  the  Thunder- bomb, 
and  two  gun-brigs,  together  with  a  convoy  of  137  ves- 
sels, sailed,  from  Carlscrona,  and,  on  the  20th,  the  latter 
anchored  in  the  roadstead  of  Mahno.  At  a  little  past 
noon,  a  flotilla  of  gun-boats  was  observed  advancing  to 
the  attack  of  the  convoy  ;  and  the  Africa,  which,  for  the 
better  security  of  her  charge,  had  anchored  eight  miles  to 
the  soutiiward  of  Amag,  weighed  and  stood  towards  them. 
At  Ih.  P.M.  the  wind  died  entirely  away,  and  25  large 
Danish  gun-boats  and  seven  armed  launches,  mounting  in 
all  80  heavy  long  guns,  and  carrying  upwards  of  1,600  men, 
rowed  towards  the  AfHca.  At  2h.  50m.  the  gun-boats, 
which  in  the  calm  were  able  to  choose  their  own  position, 
stationed  themselves  on  the  bow  and  quart tr  uf  the  Africa, 
and  commenced  a  vigorous  fire  of  round  and  gra})e ;  to 
which  gnlling  fire  the  Africa  couid  make  only  a  verj^  poor  re- 
turn from  her  bow  and  stem  chasers,  and  from  a  few  of  her 
foremost  guns.  Twice  were  the  Africa's  colours  shot  away, 
when  the  Danes  advanced  cheering  to  take  possession ;  but 
being  received  with  much  warmth,  tiiey  again  returned  to 
their  places  of  impunity.  The  action  continued  until 
6h.  45m.,  when  night  closing  in,  all  firing  ceased  ;  but  had 
daylight  continued  for  another  hour,  the  Africa  must  have 
been  sunk  or  captured.  The  Africa,  in  this  iiio^^t  annoying 
contest,  had  her  three  lower  masts  and  yards  badly  wounded, 
and  her  standing  and  running  rigging  and  sails  much  cut. 
Her  quarter  boats  were  completely  destroyed,  and  the  boats 
on  her  booms  rendered  unserviceable.  The  loss  amounted  to 
nine  seamen  and  marines  killed ;  Captain  Barrett  (slightly) , 
Lieutenants  of  Marines  Thomas  Brattle  and  John  George 
Richardson,  one  midshipman,  the  captain's  two  clerks  (not 
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named  in  the  despatch),  and  47  seamen  and  marines 
wounded.  The  ship  was  so  much  disabled,  that  she  re- 
turned to  Carlscrona  to  refit. 

On  the  8th  ot  October,  the  3(>-gun  frigate  Modeste,  Cap* 
tain  the  Honourable  George  Elliot,  cruizing  off  the  Sand-i 
heads,  in  the  Bay  of  Bengal,  captured,  after  a  chase  of  nme 

hours  and  a  running  fight  of  50  minutes,  the  French  18* 
gun  corvette  J6na.  The  J^na  was  perfectly  unrigged 

before  she  struck,  but  had  nu  one  killed  or  wounded.  The 
Motlc^te  was  untortuiiate  enough  to  lobc  her  master,  Mr. 
Wiiliaiii  Dondviiii  (described  as  a  very  clever  officer) ,  kilU  d, 
and  one  seaman  was  wounded.  The  prize  was  added  to 
the  British  navy  under  the  name  of  Victor. 

Some  very  wise  regulations  having  been  adopted  by  the 
British  government  with  reference  to  the  respect  to  be  paid 
to  neutral  vessels,  the  French  government  found  it  neces- 
sary to  employ  their  ships  of  war,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
veying troops,  provisions,  and  stores,  to  theh'  colonies.  The 
Sylphe,  Diligente,  and  Espiegle,  were  thus  despatched  laden 
nhiiost  as  store  slii])s,  and  we  have  now  to  record  a  most 
gallant  action  with  a  fine  frigate  similarly  freighted. 

On  the  night  of  the  18th  of  November,  Captain  Michael 
Seymour,  in  the  18-pounder  36-gun  fingate  Amethyst* 
while  off  the  Isle  of  Oroiz,  stancUng  in  for  the  French 
coast  on  the  starboard  tack,  with  the  wind  at  east-north- 
east, discovered  a  large  ship  on  her  weather  quarter  coming 
down  before  the  wind.  Just  before  observing  this  ship, 
several  shots  were  fired  from  the  battery  at  Larmour, 
apparently  at  the  Amethyst,  but  in  fact  at  the  stranger, 
who  was  quitting  port  without  giving  the  prescribed  notice. 
The  Amethjrst  instantly  wore  to  intercept  the  stranger, 
which  was  tiie  French  40-gun  frigate  Th^,  Captain 
Jacques  Pinsum,  from  Lorient,  bound  to  Martinique, 
havhig  on  board  troops,  and  1,000  barrels  ot  tlour.  The 
Thetis,  continuing  her  course,  was  at  9h.  p.m.  within  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  Amethyst ;  and  Captain  Seymour, 
iirom  the  non-observance  of  his  signals,  being  by  this  time 
aware  of  the  character  of  the  chase,  burnt  false  fires  and 
blue  lights  to  acquaint  the  ships  in  ^e  offing,  which  were 
soon  answered  from  the  74-gun  ship  Triumph,  Captain 
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Sir  Thomas  M.  Hardy  :  that  ship  bore  about  east-noi  tli- 
east,  dead  to  windward,  and  was  much  too  far  astern  to  be 
able  to  take  any  part  in  the  contest. 

The  Thetis,  with  her  pursuer  on  her  starboard  quarter^ 
oontinued  steering  about  west,  going  nine  and  sometimes 
ten  knots  under  all  sail ;  but  not  wishing  to  be  encumbered 
with  unnecessary  canvas,  when  on  the  eve  of  an  action,  tlic 
two  ships,  at  [)\\.  lom.,  took  in  their  studdinsr  sails  and 
royals.  The  Thetis,  in  the  hope  of  disahlinc;'  Iici  autagu- 
nist,  then  ronnded  to  on  the  starboard  tack  to  lire  her 
broadside  at  the  Amethyst ;  but  this  was  skilfully  avoided 
by  the  latter,  which  was  thereby  enabled  to  range  up  on  the 
starboard  beam,  to  windward  of  the  French  ship,  and  a 
most  spirited  contest  ensued,  as  the  two  ships  again  paid 
oflF  with  their  heads  to  the  westward. 

At  9h.  40m.,  the  Amethyst  being  a  little  in  advance  of 
her  oiipoiient,  the  Thetis  made  an  attempt  to  luff  across 
her  stern,  but  being  too  close,  fell  on  board  the  Amethyst, 
running  her  jib-boom  between  that  ship's  main  and  mizen 
rigging.  The  two  ships,  however,  were  going  too  rapidly 
through  the  water  to  aUow  of  theu:  remaining  long  thus 
connected,  and  they  quickly  resumed  their  former  positions. 
At  a  little  past  lOh.  the  Amethyst,  being  again  somewhat 
ahead  of  the  Thetis,  Captain  Scyuiuur  determined  to  make 
the  best  use  of  it,  and  ordering  the  helm  hard  a  starboard, 
bore  up  athwart  the  bows  of  the  Tlic'tis,  pouring  in  a  heavy 
raking  broadside,  then  shifting  the  hehu,  the  Amethyst 
avoided  the  enemy's  return  broadside,  and  brought  to  on 
her  larboard  beam. 

The  action  then  raged  as  before ;  but  ten  minutes  after- 
wards the  British  frigate's  mizen-mast  fell,  broke  and 
damaged  the  wheel,  and  ciicnmbered  the  quarter-deck, 
llie  Thetis  had  now  a  chance  of  escape  :  but  before  she  was 
able  to  profit  by  this  disaster  of  her  ojiponent's,  the  French 
ship's  mizen-mast  also  fell,  and  the  two  ships  were  again 
upon  a  par.  At  lib.  the  Thetis  put  her  helm  up  in  order 
to  board  the  Amethyst.  The  latter  patiently  awaited  the 
attack,  and  just  as  the  bow  of  the  Thetis  struck  her  bow, 
a  heavy  and  well  directed  broadside  cleared  her  forecastle, 
on  which  were  assembled  numerous  troops  ready  for  the 
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assault.  The  Th6ti8  then  dropping  alongside,  the  fluke  of 
the  Amethyst's  best  bower  anchor  hooked  the  foremost 

port  of  the  Thetls's  forecastle,*  and  held  her  fast ;  and  the 
action  was  contniued  without  intermissiun  till  ])a.-t  laidiiight, 
during  which  the  Thetis  was  several  times  set  on  fire. 
Being  completely  silenced,  the  French  frigate  was  boarded 
at  about  half  past  12h.  and  taken  possession  of.  A  few 
prisoners  had  been  received  from  the  Thetis,  when  the  cable 
having  been  cut  which  was  holding  them  together,  the  two 
ships  separated  ;  and  shortly  afterwards  the  fore  and  main 
masts  of  the  prize  fell  over  the  side. 

The  loss  of  the  two  ships  in  this  lonj^  and  most  skilfully 
conducted  action  was  very  severe.  The  Thetis  comineuced 
the  action  with  436  men,  including  106  soldiers,  out  of 
which  she  had  her  captain  and  134t  officers  and  men 
killed,  and  102  wounded,— more  than  the  half  of  her  ship's 
company. 

llie  Amethyst  had  her  rigging  and  sails  cut  to  pieces, 

her  mizen-mast  shot  away  close  to  the  deck,  and  her  fore 
and  main  masts  liruily  wounded ;  and  had  three  feet  water 
in  her  hold  when  the  action  censed.  Out  of  n  crew  of  261 
men  and  boys,  Lieutenant  (marines)  l>ernard  Kindall,  ten 
seamen,  and  eight  marines  were  killed ;  Lieutenant  (marines) 
Samuel  John  Payne  (dangerously),  Mr.  Richard  Gibbings, 
master's  mate  (mortdly) ;  the  boatswain,  Leonard  Taylor; 
Mr  Lawford  Miles,  midshipman ;  Thomas  Gilson,  captam's 
clerk;  32  seamen,  and  12  marines  wounded.  Total:  20 
killed  or  mortally  wounded,  and  50  dangerously  and 
slightly  wounded.  These  two  ships  were  in  most  respects 
w^  matched.  Their  weight  of  metal  was  nominally  the 
same,  but  the  Thetis  mounted  two  guns  more  than  the 
Amethyst.  The  real  difference  between  English  and 
French  shot,  of  the  same  nominal  weight,  has  been  already 


•  The  oiiicial  account  states,  that  the  bower  anchor  entered  the 
foremost  **  main-deck"  port,  which  seems  scarcely  possible  if  the 
anchor  was  stowed,  which  it  in  all  probabiUty  was  ;  the  forecastle  port 
it  might  hsYe  hooked  wiUurat  any  diffieolty,  and  we  have  tberdbre 
adopted  this  notion. 

f  Captain  Seymonr's  biographer  in  the  Naval  Chronick,  toI*  jm», 
states  that  172  was  the  nnmber  killed. 
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shewn  at  vol.  i.  p.  167.    The  hist  Ueutenant,  UodcUird 

Blennerhasset,  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  commander ; 
and  Captain  Seymour,  in  his  official  letter,  speaks  in  terms 

of  much  satisfactioa  of  Lieutenants  William  Hill  andEdward 
Thomas  Crouch*  and  of  Mr.  Robert  Fsar,  the  master,  which 
latter  rendered  himself  particularly  serviceable.  The  Thetis, 

being  a  fine  ship  of  1,090  tons,  was  purchased  into  the 
service,  and  named  the  Dniae. 

Shortly  after  the  action  ceased,  the  Triumph  arrived  up  ; 
and  about  twenty  minutes  after  the  Triumph,  the  36-gun. 

frigate  Shannon,  Captain  Philip  B.  V.  Broke,  which  latter 
took  the  dismasted  prize  in  tow. 

On  the  28th  of  November,  Captam  William  Coombe,  of 
the  16-gun  brig  Heureux,  having  obtained  information  that 

seven  vessels,  ready  for  sea,  were  lying  in  the  harbour  of 

Mahaut,  Guadaloupe,  resolved  with  Ins  Ijoats  to  eudcavour 
to  cut  them  out.    Having  a  pilot  for  the  boats,  and  a  guide 

to  conduct  the  party  intended  to  storm  the  two  batteries, 
under  the  protection  of  which  the  vessels  were  at  anchor, 

Cq)tain  Coombe  with  three  boats  departed  on  this  service, 
and  after  rowing  for  six  hours,  the  boats  lay  upon  their  oars 
to  await  the  setting  of  tiie  moon.   At  4h.  a.m.  on  the  29th, 

they  pushed  forward ;  and  after  some  minutes  of  desperate 
fiirhtinrr,  Captain  Combe,  vnth  19  men,  succeeded  in  board- 
ing and  carrying  a  schooner  of  tvv^o  guns  and  39  men. 
JLieutenant  Daniel  Lawrence,  assisted  by  Mr.  Robert  Daly, 

purser,  and  about  45  men,  in  the  meantime  landed,  and 
spiked  the  two  24-pounders  upon  the  nearest  battery,  and 
then  proceeded  and  boarded  a  brig.  Both  the  prizes  were 
got  underway ;  but  before  they  could  clear  the  harbour,  the 

shore  was  lined  with  soldiery  and  lield-pieces,  and,  ground- 
ing, they  became  exposed  to  a  very  severe  fire.  Captain 
Coombe  was  in  the  act  of  giving  orders  to  abandon  the 
vessels,  when  he  was  struck  by  a  24-pound  shot,  and  ex- 
claiming •*  I  die  contented;  1  die  for  my  country!*'  ex- 
pired. Lieutenant  Iiawrenoe,  who  was  wounded  in  the  arm, 
after  abandoning  the  ca])tures,  succeeded  at  about  6h.  a.m,, 
without  any  additional  loss,  in  returning  to  his  ship, 

On  the  morning  of  the  12th  of  December,  the  French 
16-gun  brig  Cigne,  and  two  armed  schooners,  laden  with 
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provisions  and  stores  for  Martinique,  were  discovered  at 
anchor  off  the  Pearl  Rock,  by  Lieutenant  John  Brown,  of 
the  brig  Morne-Fortunee,  intelligence  of  which  was  imme- 
diately signalled  to  Captain  Francis  Augustus  Collier,  who, 
in  the  d2-gun  fHgate  Circe,  was  in  charge  of  a  small 

squadron,  stationed  between  tliat  rock  and  the  town  of  St. 
Pierre.   Captain  Collier,  observing  one  of  the  schooners 

endeavouring  to  reach  St.  Pierre's,  determined  to  cut  her 
olF  if  possible,  and  the  Circe  in  company  with  the  18-giin 
cor\^ette  tStork  and  IG-gim  brig  Epcrvier,  Captains  George 
Le  Geyt  and  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  with  the  schooner 
Express,  Lieutenant  William  Dowers,  stood  in  shore 
accordingly.  Unable  to  avoid  the  Circe,  the  schooner  ran 
on  shore  under  a  four-gun  battery,  which  was  flanked  by 
two  other  batteries,  and  the  vessel  was  further  protected 
by  a  party  of  soldiers  who  had  been  tracking  her  along 
shore  from  her  anchorage  near  the  Pearl  Rock.  The  Circe, 
Stork,  and  gim  brig  anchored  within  pistol  shot  of  the 
batteries,  and  after  a  short  time  silenced  them,  and  drove 
the  troops  from  the  beach. 

Before  completing  this  service,  however.  Captain  Collier, 
observing  that  the  Cigne  and  remaining  schooner  were 
landing  their  cargoes,  ordered  Lieutenant  Brown  to  remain 
by  the  schooner  on  shore,  and  to  wait  the  arrival  of  the 
Epervier  to  destroy  her ;  then  making  sail,  he  stood  with  the 
Circe,  Stork,  and  Express,  towards  the  Cigne  and  Consort. 
These  two  vessels  were  now  lying  close  to  the  rock,  under 
the  protection  of  four  batteries  and  a  considerable  number 
of  field-pieces  and  troops  on  the  main  land.  Judging  it 
practicable,  notwithstanding  the  formidable  nature  of  the 
defences  of  the  vessels,  to  effect  their  capture,  the  barge  and 
two  cutters  of  the  Ciroe  were  manned,  and  the  command 
of  them  entrusted  to  Lieutenant  Charles  Henry  Crooke, 
with  Mr.  William  Smith  the  master,  Mr.  William  Collman, 
purser,  and  Mr  Thomas,  the  carpenter;  but  the  orders  of 
Lieutenant  Crooke  were,  not  to  proceed  to  the  attack  of 
the  brig  until  the  guns  of  the  Circe  and  Stork  had  caused 
her  fire  to  slacken.  The  boats  of  the  Stork  were  also 
manned,  ready  to  co-operate  at  the  proper  time  with  the 
boats  of  the  Chrce.   The  Circe  and  Stork  then  stood  in  to 
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engage  the  batteries  jind  vessels  ;  but  they  had  scarcely 

commenced  tiring,  when  Lieutenant  Crooke  most  gallantly, 
but  unadvisedly,  without  waiting  for  the  Stork's  boats  or 

the  issue  of  tiie  fire  of  the  two  ships,  dashed  on  at  the 

Gigne.    The  attack  was  most  unfortunate,  for  the  boats,  as 

miglit  have  hccii  expected,  were  defeated  with  dreadful 
slaughter.  One  boat  was  taken,  the  second  sunk,  iuid  the 
third,  in  a  disabled  stnte,  returned  to  the  ship;  but  of  the 
68  men  who  had  embarked,  only  12  returned.  Nine  men 
were  killed,  21  wounded,  and  26  missing,  being  prisoners 
or  drowned.  Lieutenant  Crooke  and  Mr*  CoUman  were 
both  badly  wounded,  die  former  in  four  places. 

As  it  was  by  this  time  quite  dark,  the  Circe  and  Stork 
were  obliged  to  stand  oft'  shore  ;  and  soon  afterwardb  they 
were  joined  by  the  18-giin  brig  Amaranthe,  Captain 
Edward  Pelham  Brenton.  At  daylight  on  the  1.3th  the 
eigne  got  underway,  and,  assisted  by  her  boats  and  sweeps, 
endeavoured  to  reach  St.  Pierre's;  but  Captain  Brenton 
having  gallantly  volunteered  his  services  to  destroy  her 
ygn&L  the  Amaranthe,  that  brig  was  taken  in  tow  by  the 
boats  of  the  Circe  and  Stork,  and  every  exertion  made  to 
bring  her  near  the  enemy.  At  lOh.  a. jr.,  the  Cigne  took 
the  ground  near  several  batteries  to  the  nortliward  of  St 
Pierre's,  and  the  Amaranthe,  after  much  exertion,  during 
which  she  was  exposed  to  a  constant  fire  from  gims  and 
batteries  erected  on  every  point  of  land  available  for  the 
purpose,  succeeded  in  getting  tolerably  close  to  her.  The 
Amiaranthe's  well  directed  fire  soon  compelled  the  crew  of 
tihe  Cigne  to  quit  the  vessel,  when  her  boats,  commanded 
by  Lieutenant  James  Hay,  in  company  with  those  of  the 
Circe  cind  Stork,  gallantly  boarded  and  carried  the  French 
brio:,  in  the  face  of  a  heavy  fire  from  the  batteries  and 
troops  drawn  up  on  the  beach. 

The  Cigne  having  bilged,  it  was  foimd  impossible  to 
get  her  off,  and  she  was  tiierefore  destroyed.  The  second 
schooner,  being  also  on  shore,  was  destroyed  by  the  Ama- 
ranthe's  boats  and  the  schooner  Express.  Mr.  Joshua 
Jones,  the  master  of  the  brig,  was  wounded  un  this  occasion, 
and  one  man  belonging  to  the  Express  was  killed  and 


264  BATTLB8  OF  [1808. 

three  wounded.  Thus  this  service  was  at  length  per- 
formed ;  and  but  for  the  unhappy  rashness  of  Lieutenant 
Crooke,  who,  however,  paid  dearly  for  it,  must  have  been 
ejected  with  little  or  no  casualty^  instead  of  thelameatabie 
loss  with  which  it  was  attended. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


1809. 


On  the  8th  of  December  of  the  preceding  year.  Captain 
James  Lucas  Yeo,  in  command  of  a  small  expedition,  which 
he,  by  pennission  of  Rear^Admiral  Sir  W.  Sydney  Smith, 
had  fitted  out,  oonsbting  of  the  120-guii  slup  Caafiancey 
two  Portttguese  bri^,  and  some  smaller  vessels,  having  on 
board  500  Portuguese  troops,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Marques,  landed  and  took  peaceable  possession  of  tlie  dis- 
trict of  Oyapok,  in  Frencli  Guyane.    Having  succeeded 

thus  fsi.  Captain  Yeo  determined  to  attempt  the  capture  of 

Cayemie;  and  after  much  hard  fightbig  against  General 

Victor  Hugo  and  his  troops,  the  town  surrendered  on  tiie 
1 4th  of  January,  1 809.  The  British,  in  making  the  conquest 
of  this  extensive  territory,  sustained  a  loss  of  lieutenant 

of  marines  John  Head,  killed,  and  23  men  wounded ;  luid 
the  Portuguese  of  oua  killed  and  eight  wuunded.  Since  the 
15th  of  December,  the  men  landed  from  the  Confiancc  had 
not  slept  11)  their  beds,  and  for  three  weeks  their  fatigue 
was  incessant ;  nor  were  their  hardships  lessened  by  the 
weather,  which  was  throughout  very  inclement. 

On  the  13th  of  January,  while  ike  Confiance  was  lying 
at  anchor  in  the  harbour  of  Cayenne,  having  only  25  sea- 
men  and  20  negroes  on  board,'  and  commanded  by  Mr. 
George  Yeo,  the  captain's  brother  (a  mere  lad,  whose  only 
officer  was  Mr.  Edward  Bryant,  midshipman),  the  French 
40-e;iin  frigrate  Topaze  appeared  in  the  oiling.  The  Con- 
&ance  was  instantly  got  underway  by  her  youthful  command- 
ing officer  md  stood  out  to  meet  the  eneiny ;  who,  discou- 
raged by  the  bold  front  assumed  by  the  British  sloop  of 
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war»  hauled  to  the  wind  and  made  for  another  port,  at 

which  we  are  ahout  to  record  her  destruction. 

On  the  let  of  January,  at  daylight,  the  British  gun-brig* 
Onyx,  armed  with  eight  18-pounder  carronades  and  two 
long  sixes,  and  a  crew  of  75  men  and  boys,  commanded  by 
Captdn  Charles  Gill,  cruizing  in  the  North  Sea,  came  in 
sight  of  a  sail  on  the  lee-bow,  standing  to  the  southward.  The 
stranger,  which  was  the  Dutch  brig  Manly  (late  British), 
mounting  twelve  18-poimder  canonades  and  four  brass 
sixes,  with  94  men  and  boys,  Captain  W.  Heneyman, 
hoisted  her  colours,  and  hove  to,  awaiting  the  attack.  At 
8h.  A.M.  the  Onyx  bore  down  and  brought  the  Manly  to 
close  actioii  ;   and  continued  to  engage  until  lOh.  30m., 

when  the  Dutch  brig,  having  had  hve  men  killed  and  six 
wounded,  several  of  her  guns  diaabledt  and  her  masts  and 
rigging  much  damaged,  struck  her  colours. 

The  Onyx  had  cmly  three  men  wounded.  Captain  Gill 
obtained  post  rank  for  his  conduct,  and  Lieutenant  Ed- 
ward William  Garrett  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  com- 
mander. The  Manly  was  restored  to  her  station  in  the 
British  na\T. 

On  the  2nd  of  January,  the  British  32-gun  frigate  Aim- 
able,  Captain  Lord  George  Stuart,  being  off  t£e  Texel, 
chased  for  24  hours  and  captured,  after  a  running  fight  of 
a  few  minutes,  the  French  corvette  Iris,  of  22  carronades 

(24-pounders)  and  two  long  8-pounders,  with  a  complement 
of  140  men,  commanded  by  Captain  Macquet.  The  Aim- 
able  had  tsvo  men  sliirhtly  wounded  ;  and  the  Iris  two  men 
killed  and  eight  wounded.  The  prize,  being*  a  fine  new 
ship  of  587  tons,  was  added  to  the  British  navy  as  a  28- 
gun  ship,  and  named  the  Rainbow. 

On  the  dth  of  January,  at  noon,  latitude  39°  24^  north, 
longitude  1 1^  41'  west,  the  British  38-gun  frigate  Loire, 
Captain  Alexander  Wihnot  Schomberg,  fell  in  with,  and  at 
8h.  P.M.,  after  a  short  action,  ca];tQred  the  French  :20-gun 
corvette  H^be,  bound  to  St.  Dominco,  having  on  board  600 
bancls  of  flour.  The  Hebe  measured  601  tons,  and  was 
added  to  the  British  navy  by  the  name  of  Cranymede,  a 
Hih€  being  already  in  the  service.   Another  deck  was  put 
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u])on  licr,  and  she  mounted  in  the  British  service,  in  the 
whole,  32  guns. 

On  the  22nd  of  January,  at  7h.  a.m.,  the  British  18- 
gun  corv^ette  Hazard,  Captain  Hugh  Cameron,  cniizing  off 
Guadaloupe,  discovered  in  the  south-west  a  ship  and  a 
schooner,  standing  in  for  the  land.  The  Hazard  bore  up 
for  the  ship,  which  was  the  French  40- gun  frigate  Topaze, 
Captain  Lahrille,  from  Brest,  bound  to  Cayenne,  witli  1,100 
barrels  of  flour,  hut  finding  that  port  blockaded  was  now 
on  her  way  to  Guadaloupe.  At  9h.  a.m.  the  12-pounder 
32-frigate  Cleopatra,  Captain  Samuel  John  PecheU,  hove  in 
sight  in  the  south-east,  and  about  the  same  time  the  38-* 
gun  frigate  Jason,  Captain  William  Maude,  was  also  seen 
to  the  southward.  The  Topaze,  having  now  no  alternative, 
ran  close  in  shore,  and  at  1  ih.  a.m.  anchored,  with  springs  on 
licr  cable,  under  a  sniull  battery  to  the  southwiud  of  Pointe 
Noire.  At  4h.  'M)m.  p.m.  the  Cleopatra  being  within  musket- 
shot  of  the  frigate,  and  about  200  yards  from  the  shore,  the 
Topaze  opened  her  fire.  The  Cleopatra,  having  anchored 
on  the  enemy's  starboard-bow,  returned  her  opponent's  fire, 
and,  in  a  short  time,  having  shot  away  the  outer  spring  of  the 
Topaze,  that  shi])  tailed  in  shore,  having  her  head  towards 
the  Cleopatra,  who  raked  her  with  considerable  effect. 
^\l)out  40  minutes  after  the  commencement  of  the  action, 
the  Jason  and  Hazard  arrived  up  ;  the  frif2:nte  anchorini^ 
on  the  star])oard  nnarter  of  the  Topaze,  whilst  the  Hazard 

engaged  the  battery.  Thus  assailed,  the  French  frigate, 
having  no  chance  of  escape,  at  dh.  20m.  p.m.,  hauled  down 
her  colours.  The  Cleopatra,  which  alone  sustained  any 
loss,  had  two  men  killed  and  one  wounded ;  her  damages 
were  chiefly  confined  to  her  rigging.  The  Topaze,  out  of 
430  men,  had  12  killed  and  14  wounded.  Ihe  prize  (the 
same  ship  which  captured  the  iihinehu)  was  added  to  the 
British  navy  as  an  18-pounder  38-gun  frigate,  and  named 
the  Alcniene,  a  Topaze  being  already  in  the  service. 

On  the  8th  of  I'ehruary,  the  boats  of  the  38-gun  frigate 
Amphion,  Captain  William  Hoste,  and  18-gun  brig  Red- 
wing, Captain  Edward  A.  Down,  under  cover  of  the  fire  of 
the  two  ships,  landed  on  the  Island  of  Melida,  and  de- 
stroyed two  Wcueiiouats  and  brought  oil'  tluee  guns,  al- 
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though  the  place  was  defended  by  upwards  of  400  French 

troops.  The  boats  weru  commanded  by  Lieutenant  George 
Rodney  Phillott. 

On  the  loth  of  Febnian%  the  French  18-pounder  40-guii 
frigate  J  unon,  Captain  Rousseau,  was  chased  off  the  Vir- 
gin Islands  by  the  1 6-gun  brigs  Asp  and  Sup6rieure  (the 
latter  with  only  four  guns  mounted)^  Captains  Robert 
Preston  and  William  Ferrie.  The  Asp  was  soon  left  &r 
astern,  but  the  Sup^eure  continued  with  the  most  perse- 
vering gallantry  to  follow  the  enemy ;  and,  in  the  course  of 
the  (]:iy,  being  joined  l)y  the  38-gua  frigates  Latona  and 
Horatio,  Captains  Hugh  Pigot  and  George  Scott  (the  latter 
of  which  succeeded  in  getting  alongside  of  and  engaging  the 
Junon),  and  subsequently  by  the  18-gun  corvette  Driver, 
Captain  Charles  Claridge,  the  Junon,  principally  in  conse* 
quence  of  the  spirited  conduct  of  Captain  Fenne,  was  com- 
pelled to  haul  down  her  colours. 

The  Horatio,  in  her  close  and  gallant  action  with  the 
Junon,  had  Mr.  George  Guntcr,  midshipman,  and  six  sea- 
men killed ;  and  Captain  Scott,  Lieutenant  Manley  Hall 
Dixon,  Andrew  Lock,  boatswain,  and  14  seamen  bcidiy, 
and  Lieutenant  Richard  Blakeney  (marines),  Mr.  Robert 
King»  master's  mate,  and  seven  men  slightly  wounded. 
The  Latona^  not  having  been  able  to  get  close  to  the  enemy, 
had  only  one  midshipmant  Mr.  John  Hoope,  and  five  men 
slightly  wounded,  and  on  board  the  Driver  one  man  only 
was  wounded ;  making  the  total  loss  seven  killed  and  33 
wounded.  The  Junon's  loss,  out  of  a  crew  of  1323  men, 
amounted  to  1 30  in  killed  and  wounded  ;  a  tolerable  proof 
that  the  ship  was  not  given  away.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  principal,  if  not  the  whole,  of  this  loss  was  caused 
by  the  Horatio's  fire ;  and,  indeed,  the  French  commanding 
officer  fefused^to  deliver  up  his  sword  except  to  the  captain 
of  the  Horatio.  The  Junon's  foremast  feU  soon  after  she 
had  surrendered,  and  her  damages  were  very  extensive. 
]3eing  nearly  a  new  ship,  she  was  added  to  the  British  navy 
imder  the  same  name. 

On  the  14th  of  Febmarv',  the  British  38-trnn  friirate  Belle 
Foule,  Captain  James  Brisbane,  chased  the  French  frigate- 
built  26*gun  Store-ship  Var,  and  drove  her  for  protection 


Digitized  by  Google 


1809.] 


THE  BKITISH  KAVY. 


269 


under  the  fortress  of  Velona  in  the  Island  of  Corfu,  On 
the  15  th  tlie  Var  was  attacked  at  her  anchorage  by  the 
Belle  Foule^  aiui»  after  a  slight  resistance,  finding  that  the 
forts  took  no  part  in  her  defence^  hauled  down  her  colours, 
the  crew  escaping^  to  the  shore.  The  prize  measured  770 
tons,  and,  under  the  name  of  Cliichcster,  was  added  to  the 
British  navy. 

On  the  28th  of  February,  the  British  18-pounder  38- 
gun  frigate  Proserpine,  Captain  Gliarles  Otter,  while  watch- 
ing the  French  fleet  in  Toulon,  was  chased  by  four  ingates, 
dispatched  by  Admiral  Oanteaume  for  the  purpose,  and« 
after  a  most  gallant  resistance  and  using  every  practicable 
means  for  escape,  was  captured.  Out  of  211  men  and 
boys,  which  comprised  at  the  time  the  crew  of  the  British 
frigate,  she  had  one  seaman  killed  and  ten  wounded,  one  of 
which  raortallv. 

On  the  *24tli  of  February,  the  Island  of  Martinique  was 
surrendered  to  the  undermentioned  British  force  :— 

Gun  Ship* 

rRear-Adm.  Hon.  Sir  Alex.  J«  Cochrane^ 
98   Neptune  <    K.B.  (red). 

LCaptain  Charles  Dilkes, 
p      .     f  Commodore  George  Cockbum, 
rompee  .  ^Captain  Edward  P.  Brenton, 

74  <^  York   „  Hubert  Barton, 

Bellcisle .  „  William  Charles  Fahie, 

Capt;  iin  .  pf  James  Atholi  Wood, 

64    Intrepid  .  „  C.  J.  W.  Nesham. 

Frigates :  Acasta,  Penelope,  Ethalion,  .^olus,  Circe,  Ulys- 
ses,  Cleopatra,  and  Eurydice.    Sloops,  &c. :  Cherub,  Go- 

r^e,  Pelorus,  Star,  Stork,  Amaranthe,  Eclair,  Forrester, 
Frolic,  Recruit,  Wolverine,  Express,  Haughty,  and  Swin- 
ger. To  the  above  were  added  a  f^ect  of  transports,  con- 
taining about  10,000  troops,  commanded  by  Lieutenant- 
Oeneral  Beckwith.  Six  seamen  were  killed  and  1 9  wounded 
while  serving  on  shore  with  the  military. 

On  the  24th  of  February,  a  British  squadron,  consisting 
of  the  following, 
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Gm  Ship. 

Cesar 


/ Rear- Adm.Hon.  Robert  Stopford  (blue), 
'  LGaptaiu  Charles  Richardson, 
Defiance.        „     Henry  Hotham, 
.Donegal .       „     Peter  Heywood  (acting), 
38   Amelia  ,       „     Hon.  Frederick  P.  Irby, 
dio?e  on  shore  and  destroyed,  under  the  powerful  batteries 
of  the  town  of  Sable  d'Olonne,  the  three  French  40-gua 
frigates  Italienne,  Calypso,  and  CybMe.    The  Defiance  and 
Donegal  alone  sustained  any  loss,  the  foniu  r  having  two 
men  killed  and  25  wounded,  and  the  latter  one  killed  and 
six  woTuuled  ;  but  all  tlie  ships  suffered  materially  in  masts 
and  yards  by  the  fire  of  the  batteries.    The  loss  sustained 
by  the  Mgates  amounted  in  the  whole  to  24  killed  and  51 
wounded. 

After  performing  this  important  service,  Rear-»Admiral 
Stopford  returned  to  his  station  off  the  Chasseron  light- 
house, and  discovered  at  anchor  in  Basque  Roads  the  fol- 
lowing ships,  which  were  commanded  by  Rear-Admiral 
Willaumez. 


120  Oc^, 


rFoudroyant, 

\  Varsovie, 


74 


rTourville, 
s  Jean-Bart, 
iTonnere, 


74 


Gun  Skip. 

Aquilon, 
R^gulus, 

Cassaid, 
Jemappes, 
Patriot  c, 

Calcutta  (date),' 


50 


40-gun  frigates  Pallas  and  Hortense, 

On  the  26th,  in  moving:  this  squadron  to  Aix  Roads,  the 
Jean-Bart  got  on  the  Palles  Shoal  and  was  totally  wrecked. 

On  the  25th  of  February,  Rear-Admiral  Stopford  was 
joined  by  Captain  Beresford  in  the  74-gun  ship  Theseus, 
with  the  Revenge,  Hero,  Triumph,  and  Valiant,  Captains 
Hon.  Charles  Paget,  James  Newman  Newman,  Sir  Thomas 
Masteruuni  Hardy,  and  Alexander  llobLit  Keir.  W\{\\  the 
before-named  eight  sail  of  the  line,  and  the  frig;  it cs  /Vme- 
lia.  Amethyst,  Naiad,  and  Emerald,  Captains  Irby,  bey- 
mour,  Thomas  Dundas,  and  Maitland,  and  18-gun  sloop 
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74 


Dotterel,  Captain  Anthony  Abdy,  Rear-Admiral  Stopford 
continued  blockading  the  above  force  until  the  7  th  March, 
when  Admiral  Lord  Gambier  arrived  and  took  the  com- 
mand. Some  changes  and  additions  having  taken  place, 
it  win  be  as  wdl  to  give  a  complete  list  of  the  British  ships 
assembled  in  Basque  Roads,  in  which  they  anchored  the 
17th  of  Maich, 

Gun  Ship.  rAdm.  Lord  James  Gambier  (blue), 

120    Caledonia^!  Captain  Sir  Harry  Neale,  Bart., 

L    „     William  Bedford, 

Csesar      fl^ear-Adm.  Hon.  Robt.  Stoj)ford  (blue), 
80 J  **'\Captain  Lhaiics>  Uicli.udauu, 

I  Gibraltar       „     Henry  L.  Ball, 

Hero   „     James  N.  Newman, 

Donegal  .      „     Pulteney  Malcolmi 
Resolution      „     George  Burlton, 
Theseus  .  John  P.  Beresford, 

\  Illustrious      „     William  R.  Broughton, 
Valiant...      „     John  Bligh, 
Bellona...       „      Stair  Dou^rla?, 
Revenge  .       „      Alexander  Robert  Kerr, 

On  the  19th  of  March  Lord  Gambier  received  an  inti- 
mation from  the  Admiralty  that  an  attempt  was  to  be  made 
to  destroy  the  enemy's  fleet  by  flre-ships,  and  that  twelve 

transports  would  be  fitted  for  that  purpose  and  sent  to  him 

together  with  i?evn  iJ  bomb-vessels.  Captain  Lord  Coch- 
rane, who  had  iust  arrived  at  Plvmouth  from  the  JMediter- 
ranean,  was  appointed  to  conduct  the  expedition,  under  the 
orders  of  Lord  Gambier;  and  on  the  3rd  of  April  that  gal- 
lant officer,  in  the  Imp^rieuse,  joined  the  fleet  in  Basque 
Roads. 

Some  delay  taking  place  in  the  arrival  of  the  fire-ships, 
eight  of  the  30  transports  then  in  company  were  selected 

for  this  purpose,  and  the  cargoes  of  three  captured  chasse- 
iTiarees,  consisting  of  tar  and  resin,  were  devoted  to  this 
use.  The  Mediator  store-ship  was  also  fitted  as  a  lire-ship  ; 
and  three  explosion  vessels,  of  a  most  destructive  nature, 
were  equipped  under  the  immediate  inspection  of  Lord 
Cochrane.   Between  the  6th  and  the  12th,  the  iEtna  and 
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fire«8hips  and  a  transport  laden  with  Ciongreve  rockets, 

and  liaviiiu'  Mr.  Congreve  on  board,  arrived;  when  the 
frigates  and  smaller  vessels  now  with  the  fleet  were  as 
follows : — 

Oun  Frigateg, 

J  Indefatigable  ...  Captain  John  Tremaine  llodd, 
Vimpcrieuse    ......       „      Lord  Coclminc, 

rAigle   „     Gcortre  Wolfe, 

36  <  Emerald    „      Fred.l.<  wi-A'Tnil-lnnd, 

lUnicom    „     Lucius  Hardyman, 

f Pallas    „     Geo*  Fran.  Seymour* 

\Mediator  (Mte)  •  „     James  Wooldridge> 
Oi0i  Sloops* 

rBeagle    Francis  Newcombe, 

18  <  Doterel   Anthony  Abdy, 

LFoxhoimd   „     Pitt  Bam  n by  Greene, 

rLyra   „     William  Bevians, 

iRedpole    John  Joyce, 

;    /Thunder    James  Caulfield, 

l>omt>s.    „     William  Gtedfrey, 

Gun  Brig, 

14    Insolent    Lieut.  John  Row  Morris, 

fEnt  uuutcr   „      James  Hu2^h  Talbot, 

Contiict   „     Joseph  B.  Batt, 

12  *|  Contest   John  Gregory, 

Fervent   „     John  Edward  fibre, 

[Growler    „     Richard  Grossman. 

Schooner,  Whiting ;  cutters,  Nimrod  and  King  George. 

Oil  the  lf)th  of  April,  Rear- Admiral  Willaumez  was  suc- 
ceeded in  the  command  of  the  fleet  by  Vice- Admiral  AUe- 
mand,  who  anchored  the  ships  in  a  double  line  with  their 
heads  to  the  north-east,  the  line  extending  notth-east  and 
south-west.  The  van  daip  of  the  outer  line  bore  due  soutli 
of  the  battery  on  the  southern  point  of  Isle  d'Aix,  and  was 
distant  iVom  it  G40  yards.  The  two  lines  were  about 
2.50  yards  distant  from  each  other,  and  170  yards  between 
the  sliips  of  tlieir  o\vn  line.  At  about  700  yards  in  advance 
of  the  outer  or  northernmost  line  were  tlie  three  ingates 
Pallas,  Hortense,  and  Indienne. 


Digitized  by  Google 


1809.]  THX  BBZTXSH  KATT.  273 

The  following  elucidation  of  the  positions  occupied  by 
the  ships  may  be  serviceable. 

Indienne.   HortenBe.  Fallas. 
Fondrojrant.  Vanorie.   Oo6in«    R^gnliis.  Cassard.  Calcntta. 

Tonnerre.  Patriote.  Jemappes.  Aquilon.  Tourvilie.  Elbe. 

At  the  distance  of  110  yards  in  front  of  the  line  of  fn« 

gates,  a  boom  half  a  mile  in  length,  composed  of  the  largest 
cables,  which  were  floated  by  buoys,  was  thrown  across  the 
channel  leading  from  Basque  lloads  to  the  anchorage  of  Aix, 
and  moored  by  the  heaviest  anchors  to  be  procured,  having 
its  northern  extremity  within  100  yards  of  the  rocks, 
which  lay  off  the  southern  end  of  Aix.  The  line-of-battle 
ships  were  so  moored  that  the  broadside  of  each  bore  upon 
the  boom. 

We  here  insert  a  sketch  of  the  scene  of  warfare. 


▼0L«  II.  T 
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The  batteries  protecting  tlie  andiorage  mounted  upwards 

of  30  guns  (36-pounder8),  and  several  mortars.  The 
French  ships  were  fully  prepared  tor  tlic  threatened  attack, 
and  a  large  number  of  boats  and  armed  launches  assem- 
bled near  the  boom  every  night  to  be  ready  to  tow  away  the 
fire-ships  and  protect  the  boom.  The  ships  were  all  lymg 
with  their  topgallant-masts  on  deck,  topmasts  struck,  and 
sails  unbent. 

On  the  1  Ith,  the  Imp^riense  anchored  near  the  Boyart  or 
Boyais  shoid,  the  north  point  of  Isle  d'Aix  bearing  east, 

and  the  centre  of  the  French  fleet  south-east,  about  two 
and  a  half  miles  distant.  The  Aigle,  Unicom,  and  Pallas 
ancliored  a  short  distance  to  the  north- wost  of  the  Imp^- 
rieuse,  in  order  to  receive  the  crews  of  the  hre-ships  on 
their  return,  and  to  support  the  boats  of  the  fleet  ap- 
pointed  to  accompany  the  fire-ships.  The  schooner  Whit- 
ing, Lieutenant  Henry  Wildey,  and  the  hired  cutters  King 
Oeorge  and  Nimrod,  Masters'  Mates  Thomas  Mekeek  and 
Edward  Tapley,  which  had  been  fitted  for  throwing  Con- 
greve  rockets,  also  took  up  a  position  near  the  shoal.  The 
iEtna  was  pUiced  near  the  north-west  of  Aix,  covered  by  the 
Indefatigable  and  Foxhound,  The  Emerald,  Beagle,  Dot- 
terel, Conflict,  and  Growler  were  stationed  at  the  east  end 
of  the  island  to  create  a  diversion,  oud  the  Redpole  and 
Lyra,  with  lights  hoisted  which  were  screened  from  the 
enemy's  view,  were  stationed  one  near  the  shoal  at  the 
north-west  of  the  island,  and  tbc  other  elosc  to  the  Boyais 
shoal,  to  direct  the  fire-vessels  in  their  course  to  the  at- 
tack. The  eleven  British  liue-of-battle  sliips  were  in  the 
Basque  K.oads,  about  seven  miles  from  the  French  fleet. 

About  Sh.  30m.  p«m.,  the  night  being  very  dark,  the 
wind  blowing  strong  from  north-west,  and  the  tide  run- 
ning two  and  a  half  miles  an  hour,  the  Mediator  and  the 
flre-vessels  near  her  cut  their  cables  and  made  sail.  One 
of  the  explosion  vessels  was  swept  from  the  stern  of  the 
Imperieuse  by  an  early  abandoned  fire- ship ;  but  the  re- 
maining two,  one  of  which  was  conducted  by  Lord  Coch- 
rane in  person,  assisted  by  Lieutenant  William  Bissell  and 
four  seamen,  proceeded  towards  the  Isle  d'Aix,  and  when 
within  three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  the  French  line  were 
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ignited.  Each  of  these  terriiic  vessels  contained  1,500  bar- 
i«ls  of  powder  started  into  puncheons  up-headed,  and  se- 
cured together  by  cables  passed  round  them,  and  jammed 
together  with  wedges^  having  moistened  sand  rammed  down 
between  them,  and  on  the  top  of  this  mass  of  gunpowder 
lay  more  than  300  live  shells  and.  many  thousand  hand- 
grenades. 

Many  of  tlic  fire-sliips  were  iirnitedand  abandoned  much 
too  early,  but  others  were  admirably  conducted,  and  espe- 
cially the  Mediator.  This  ship,  moving  rapidly  by  the 
strength  of  the  wind  and  tide,  which  was  by  this  time  run- 
ning nearly  four  knots,  broke  the  boom,  and  thus  opened  a 
dear  passage  for  her  followers.  So  determined  was  her  gal- 
lant captain  to  do  tliu  work  effectually,  that  himself  and  his 
crew  were  nearly  falliiiG:  sacrifices  to  his  perseverance.  1  he 
gunner,  Mr.  Jame?  Se^-^es,  was  killed;  and  Captain  Wool- 
dridge,  Lieutenants  Nicholas  Brent  Clements  and  James 
Pearl,  and  one  seaman  were  blown  out  of  the  ship  ;  they 
were  picked  up,  the  three  latter  slightly,  but  Captain 
Wooldridge  severely  scorched.  On  board  the  other  fire- 
ships  two  seamen  were  killed  belonging  to  the  Caesar ;  and 
Acting- Lieutenant  William  Flintoft  and  one  seaman  died 
from  fetigue  in  the  boat.  .Masters'  Mates  Richard  Francis 
Jewers  and  John  Conyers,  of  the  Gibraltar,  were  both  se- 
verely scorched  by  powder. 

Among  the  officers  who  waited  the  proper  time  before 
setting  lire  to  the  trains  of  their  vessels  were  Captains  Wool- 
dridge (above  mentioned)  Newcombe,  of  the  Beaver*  and 
Joyce,  of  the  Lyra ;  and  Lieutenant  John  Cookesley,  of  the 
Gibraltar :  all  of  whom  were  exposed  to  imminent  danger  in 
tlicir  endeavours  to  regain  the  advanced  frigates,  luiving 
to  pull  against  a  strong  tide  and  heavy  head-sea,  exposed 
to  the  fire  of  the  enemy  and  flight  of  the  Congreve  rockets, 
which  took  every  direction.  The  boats  of  the  lieet,  under 
the  direction  of  Hear- Admiral  Stopford>  had  been  ordered 
to  support  the  fire-ships*  and  were  assembled  alongside  the 
Caesar  for  that  purpose ;  but,  in  consequence  of  the  bolster* 
ous  state  of  the  weather,  the  rear-admiral  did  not  think  it 
expedient  to  proceed  with  them. 

The  sky  soon  became  ihuininated  by  the  glare  of  so 
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many  burning  objects ;  the  flashes  of  the  guns  firom  the 
forts  and  enemy's  ships,  the  flights  of  sheUs  and  rockets 
from  the  tirc-vcssels,  conspired  to  form  a  scene  of  the  most 
awfully  grand  deseiiption.  At  the  commencement  of  the 
attack  the  wind  was  so  strung  that  the  exj)iosions  of  the 
tire- vessels  were  not  heard  on  board  the  British  fleet ;  but 
the  effect  of  the  heavy  firing  after  a  time  lulled  the  "wind 
considerably. 

At  about  9h.  30m«  one  of  the  flre-vessels  exploded  close  to 
tiie  boom,  about  120  yards  firom  the  Indienne,  and  ten  mi- 
nutes afterwards  a  second,  much  closer  to  her,  blew  up.  At 
9h.  45m.  the  Mediator  broke  through  the  boom,  and  was  in- 
stantly iired  at  by  the  French  ships  ;  the  French  frigates  in 
advance  now  cut  their  cables  and  made  sail.  The  Hortense 
passed  to  windward  of  some  of  tlie  flre-ships,  into  which  she 
discharged  several  broadsides^  after  ^vhich  she  ran  down 
with  her  consorts  to  the  rear  of  the  line»of-battle  ships. 
The  R^gulus  was  foul  of  a  fire-vessel  for  a  quarter  of 
an  hour,  but  escaped  without  any  material  injury.  Hie 

Ocdan  cut  to  avoid  a  hre-feliip,  but  while  aground  the  lire- 
ship  arajtpled  her,  and  in  this  situation  the  Tonnerre  and 
Patriots  also  ^ot  entangled.  By  great  exertion  the  fire- 
vessel  was  boomed  oif,  but  more  than  50  men  were  lost  in 
effecting  it.  Such  was  the  terror  inspired  by  the  approach 
of  these  flaming  bodies*  that  every  French  ship,  ercept  the 
Foudroyant,  cut  or  slipped  dieur  cables.  The  Cassard,  how- 
ever»  brought  up  again ;  but  at  midnight  18  French  ships 
were  aground,  and  at  daylight  on  the  1 2th  their  situations 
are  thus  described  : — Ocean  on  the  mud,  about  half  a  mile 
soutli-east  of  her  former  anciiorage  ;  Varsovie  and  Aquilon, 
about  500  yards  south-west  of  the  Ocean,  on  a  bed  of  rocks 
called  the  Charenton.  Near  to  these  were  the  K^gulus  and 
Jemappes.  The  Tonnerre  was  aground  on  a  sand-bank» 
200  yards  to  the  eastward  of  the  rock  of  Fontra,  and  between 
the  Ides  Madame  and  Enet.  This  ship  since  2h.  a,m .  had 
thrown  all  her  gims,  except  ten  36-pounders,  overboard, 
and  had  cut  away  her  main-mast ;  but  had  already  bilged. 
Close  to  the  wreck  of  the  Jean-]3art,  on  the  extremity  cjf 
the  Palles,  lay  the  Calcutta.  The  Patriote  and  Tourvillc 
were  on  the  mud  on  the  north  side  of  Madame,  near  the 
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channel  of  the  Charente.  The  Indicnnc  lay  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  to  the  eastward  of  the  Ocean,  u])nn  the 
mud  off  Enct.  The  frigates  Hortense  and  Elbe  v,  ere  on 
the  Fonteuelles,  and  the  Pallas  upon  the  mud  near  the  en- 
trance of  the  Chareute.  All  the  grounded  ships,  espedalljr 
those  on  the  Palles,  were  upon  the  heel,  and  most  of  fhem 
appeared  to  be  in  a  very  desperate  situation. 

The  falling  of  the  tide  obliged  thelmpMeuse  at  daylight 
to  weigh  and  stand  out ;  Lord  Cochrane  then  made  the  fol- 
lowing telegrapliic  signals  to  the  Caledonia  lying  in  Basque 
Roads.  At  5h.  48m. :  "  Half  the  fleet  can  destroy  the 
enemy ;  seven  on  shore."  At  6h.  40m. :  "  Eleven  on 
shore."   At  7h.  40m. :  '*  Only  two  afloat."    At  9h.  30m. 

Enemy  preparing  to  heave  off."  As  soon  as  the  tide 
served*  the  Imp^euse  xe-anchored  close  to  the  Boyais  shoal, 
the  south  end  of  Isle  d*Aix  bearing  about  south-east 

At  9h.  30m.  Lord  Gambier  telegraphed  to  the  fleet : 
**  Pre])ai  e  witli  sheet  and  spare  cables  out  of  stern  ports, 
and  springs  ready."  At  9h.  35m.  the  signal  was  made  to 
weigh,  and  for  the  captain  of  each  ship  to  repair  on  board 
the  Caledonia.  At  I  Oh.  the  captains  returned  to  their  re- 
spective ships,  which,  at  lOh.  45m.,  with  a  light  air  of 
ymA.  from  the  north-west,  weighed.  At  1  Ih.  30m.  fhe  fleet 
re-anchored  at  the  distance  of  three  miles  from  Isle  d'Aix, 
and  about  six  miles  from  the  grounded  ships,  llic  Valiant, 
Bcllona,  and  Revenge,  with  tlic  frigates  and  sloojjs,  were 
then  ordered  to  anchor  as  close  as  possible  to  the  Boyais 
shoal,  to  be  ready  to  support  the  bomb-vts;»sei  and  gun- 
brigs  in  bombarding  the  encmy*s  ships.  Observing  this 
movement,  the  Foudroyant  and  Gassardcttt  theur  cables  and 
made  sail  for  the  Charente ;  but  both  ships  ran  aground 
near  to  the  castiie  and  a  litde  to  the  soutiiwaid  of  Point 
Fouras.  As  the  flood-tide  made,  all  the  ships  that  had 
grounded  righted,  and  their  crews  were  using  every  exertion 
to  get  them  acrain  into  deep  water. 

Lord  Coclirane  observing  that  the  enemy's  ships  were, 
one  by  one,  getting  afloat,  and  that  the  Calcutta,  Varsovie, 
and  Aquilon,  which  lay  in  the  most  eligible  positions  for  an 
attack,  were  carr}  ing  out  anchors,  unwOling  to  lose  the  re- 
ward of  his  preceding  night's  successful  labours,  got  under* 
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way  in  the  Imp^rieuse,  and,  without  any  order  to  that  effect, 
dropped  down  with  the  tide  towards  the  enemy.  At  Ih. 
30m.  P.M.  Lord  Cochrane  ordered  sail  to  be  made  and  to 
steer  for  the  grounded  ships  on  the  Palles.  His  lordship 
then  made  the  signal  405  to  the  admiral,  '*  The  enemy's 
ships  are  getting  under  sail and  ten  minutes  afterwards, 
378^  "  The  enemy  is  superior  to  the  chasing  ship«"  At 
Ih.  45m.  No.  364,  *^  The  ship  is  id  distress  and  requires 
immediate  assistance."  The  intention  of  these  sisnials  was 
obviously  to  induce  Lord  Gambier  to  order  some  of  the 
j2hi])s  near  him  to  the  assistance  of  the  Imperieuse,  thus 
single -lianded  advancing:  upon  the  enemy. 

At  2h.  P.M.  the  frigate  anchored  near  the  Palles  shoal  in 
five  fathoms,  and  having  hrought  her  broadside,  by  means 
of  springs,  to  bear  upon  the  Calcutta's  starboard  quarter, 
commenced  firing  on  that  ship,  and  occasionally  ^th  her 
bow  and  forecastle  guns  at  the  Varsovie  and  Aquilon.  Lord 
Cochrane,  perceiving  that  the  shot  from  the  carronades  of 
the  Insolent,  Growler,  and  Coniiict,  which  had  followed  hini, 
fell  outside  of  tlie  Imperieuse,  directed  some  of  the  Iri- 
gate*s  main-deck  guns  to  be  tired  at  or  near  to  them.  The 
hint  answered  the  purpose,  and  the  brigs  took  a  nearer 
position,  but  still  remained  outside  the  Imp6rieuse. 

About  this  time  the  Jemappes,  Patriote,  and  R^gulus 
succeeded  in  heaving  off  the  bank ;  but  grounded  again  on 
the  mud  at  the  entrance  of  the  Charente.  '  By  the  time  it 
was  high  water  the  Ocean  wub  atiocit  ;  but  this  ship  also 
groimded  again,  about  700  yards  nearer  to  the  channel  of 
the  river. 

At  a  little  past  2h.  Lord  Gambier  made  the  Indefatiga- 
ble's  signal  to  weigh,  and  shortly  afterwards  the  remaiuing 
frigates  and  smaller  vessels  were  ordered  to  proceed  to  the 
assistance  of  the  Imp^rieuse.  At  about  2h.  3(hn,  the  Va^ 
liant  and  Bevenge  also  got  underway,  and  proceeded  to- 
wards the  scene  of  action. 

At  3h.  20m,,  on  the  near  approach  of  the  Indefatigable 
and  other  ships,  the  Calcutta  ceased  firing ;  and,  as  the 
crew  were  observed  abandoning  her,  Lord  Cochrane  sent  a 
midsiupman  alongside  to  take  possession.  Ten  minutes 
afterwards  the  Indefatigable  anchored  on  the  inner  and 
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starboard  quarter  of  the  Imperieuse,  and  directed  her  fire  at 
the  Calcutta ;  but,  being  hailed  by  JLord  Cochrane  and  in- 
fonned  that  the  ship  had  already  surrendered,  her  guns 
were  turned  upon  the  Varsovie  and  Aquilon,  The  Aigle, 
Emerald,  and  Unicom  took  their  stations  ahead  of  the  In- 
defatigable. In  a  short  time  the  Fallas  brought  up  ahead 
of  the  other  frigates,  the  Valiant  close  astern  of  the  Inde- 
fatigable, and  tlie  Revenc'e  about  700  yards  to  the  north- 
east of  the  Imperieuse,  The  British  squadron,  thus  formed 
in  a  crescent,  opened  a  hea\y  and  destructive  fire  on  the 
Varsovie  and  Aquilon,  both  of  which^  at  dh.  30m.,  gave 
token  of  suhmission  by  shewing  an  English  union-jack  in 
the  mizen  chains.  About  tbis  time  the  Theseus  anchored 
between  tiie  Revenue  and  ^"aliant. 

At  6h.  the  Tonnerre,  lying  just  out  of  ranpre  of  the 
nearest  British  siiip,  the  Revenge,  was  set  on  lire  by  her 
crew,  all  of  whom  landed  safely  on  Isle  Madame  ;  and  at  7h. 
30m.  that  ship  blew  up.  The  Calcutta  was  set  on  fire  by 
a  midshipman  of  the  Imperieuse,  and  at  8h«  40m.  this  ship, 
having  a  quantity  of  powder  and  ordnance  stores  in  her 
hold,  blew  up  willi  a  tremendous  explosion. 

The  Revenge  and  Imperieuse  were  the  only  British 
ships  w^iich  sustained  any  loss  in  the  attack  upon  the 
grounded  French  ships.  The  Revenge  had  two  marines 
killed ;  and  Lieutenant  James  Garland,  five  seamen,  and 
nine  marines  wounded.  The  ship  was  hulled  in  several 
places,  and  her  rigging  and  sails  were  much  cut.  The  Im- 
p^euse  suffered  in  her  sails  and  rigging,  and  had  three  sea- 
men killed ;  Assistant  Surgeon  Gilbert,  Mr*  Mark  Marsden, 
purser,  seven  seamen,  and  two  marines  wounded.  It  is 
remarkable,  that  iilthough  the  batteries  oi  It^le  d'Aix  and  on 
the  Isle  ut  Olerun  kept  up  a  constant  fire  of  shot  and  shells  ; 
and  the  wind  was  so  light  that  the  progress  of  ships  under 
all  sail  did  not  exceed  two  knots  an  hour,  the  Revenge  and 
IndefiEUigable  were  the  only  British  ships  of  the  fourteen 
engaged  that  suffered  at  all  torn  them. 

The  captain  of  the  Aquilon  was  killed,  as  he  was  sitting 
by  the  side  of  Lord  Cochrane  in  the  boat  of  the  Imperieuse, 
by  a  shot  from  the  guns  of  the  burning  Tonnerre.  The 
Varsovie  liud  upwards  of  100  men  killed  and  wounded; 
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but  the  Aquilon'fl  loss  ms  slight,  omig  ta  the  precaatio& 
of  her  captain,  who  directed  his  crew  to  lie  down  when  he 

found  that  he  could  not  return  the  enemy's  fire. 

As  the  Oc^an,  Cassard,  Regulus,  Jcmappes,  Tourville, 
and  ludienne  were  all  lyinjr  aiiround  at  the  entrance  of  the 
Charente,  and  assailable  by  iire-ships,  frigates,  or  bomb- ves- 
sels, three  transports  were  hastily  converted  into  fire-ships, 
and  at  5h.  30m*  p.m.  Rear- Admiral  Stopford  got  underway 
with  the  Caesar,  accompanied  by  the  three  fire-ships  and  the 
launches  of  the  fleet,  fitted  to  throw  Congreve  rockets, 
and  stood  towards  Aix  Roads,  receiving  irom  the  batteries 
of  Aix  and  Olcion  a  passing  but  ineli'ectual  lire.  At  7h. 
40m.  the  Ceesar  took  the  ground  on  the  southern  extremity 
of  the  Boyais  shoal.  The  Valiant  had  grounded  half  an 
hour  previously,  and,  as  the  tide  was  ebbing  at  the  time, 
these  ships  did  not  float  again  until  lOh.  dOm«  p.]ff.  The 
Revenge  found  out  a  saie  anchorage  in  five  and  a  quarter 
fathoms  water  at  the  lowest  ebb,  where  there  was  room  £nr 
six  sail  of  the  line,  and  it  was  in  endeavouring^  to  reach  this 
anchorage  that  the  Valiant  grounded.  The  Lidcfiitigable 
and  Imperieuse  also  grounded,  but  got  oflf  again  with- 
out damarre.  About  Hh.  all  the  remainino:  frisratcs  and 
brigs,  except  the  Imperieuse,  weighed  and  anchored  along 
with  the  Revenge  in  the  Mamusson  passage. 

At  2h.  A.M,  on  the  Idth,  the  wind  shifted  to  soutb-west^ 
of  which  Rear-Admiral  Stopford  determined  to  take  ad* 
vantage,  and  return  from  a  position  where  his  ships  were 
environed  with  shoals,  and  prevented  from  acting  with  any 
effect.  Accordingly  the  Caesar  weighed,  and  at  4h.  a.m. 
anchored  m  Little  iias([ue  Roads. 

The  direction  of  the  fire-ships  the  rear-admiral  com- 
mitted to  Captain  Bligh ;  but,  owing  to  the  state  of  the 
wind  and  weather,  nothing  could  be  done  with  them  at  that 
time.  The  Aquilon  and  Varsovie,  in  possession  of  the 
British,  being  considered  immovable,  were  set  on  fire.  In 
the  darkness  and  confusion  these  burning  ships  were  taken 
for  British  fire-ships,  autl  many  French  ships  comminccd 
firing  upon  them  ;  the  captain  of  the  Tuui  viiie  was  so 
alarmed  by  them,  that  he  and  the  crew  abandoned  their 
ship  after  setting  her  on  fire  in  two  places.   At  daylight. 
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however.  Captain  Lacaille  perceiving  his  mistake^  and  that 
die  ship  had  not  suffered  by  his  own  rashness^  and  that  the 
Britiah  ships  were  on  their  return  to  Basque  Roads,  yentoied 
back  to  his  ship  with  about  250  men. 

At  5h.  A.M.  the  Valiant,  Theseus,  Revenge,  Indefatigable, 
Aigle,  Unicom,  and  Emerald,  weisiched  by  signal  from  the 
Caesar.  Wiiile  the  Imp^rieuse  was  passing  the  Indefa- 
tigable, Lord  Cochrane  j)roposed  to  Captain  llodd,  that  if 
the  Indefatigable  would  go  on  one  quarter  of  the  Ocean, 
he  in  the  Impdrieiise  would  take  the  other.  This  Captain 
Rodd  declin^,  alleging  as  his  reason,  that  he  should  not 
be  justified  in  acting  without  orders,  in  the  presence  of  two 
senior  officers,  Captains  Bligh  and  Beresfbnl. 

At  Gh.  30m.  the  Iniperieuse  and  Pallas,  the  latter  by  the 
direction  of  Lord  Cochrane,  anchored  together  with  the 
Beagle  and  gun-brigs  in  the  Mamusson  passage,  and  at 
8h.,  which  was  as  soon  as  the  tide  served,  the  brigs  and 
bomb-vessels  were  directed  by  Lord  Cochrane  to  stand  in 
shore,  and  attack  the  nearest  ship  aground  at  the  entrance 
of  the  Charente,  intending  to  follow  with  the  frigates  as 
soon  as  the  rising  of  the  tide  would  permit  him.   At  llh. 

the  Beagk:,  /lOt  na.  Fervent,  Growler,  Conflict,  Contest,  and 
Encounter,  with  the  rocket  cutters  Nimrod  and  King 
George,  came  to  an  anchor  and  commenced  tiring  upon  the 
Ocean,  Regulus,  and  ludienue.  The  Beagle,  in  the  most 
gallant  manner,  took  a  position  upon  the  three  decker's 
quarter,  and  continued  to  ply  her  guns  for  five  hours ;  but 
unfortunately  the  strength  of  the  wind  and  tide  prevented 
the  two  frigates  from  co-operating.  The  ^tna  split  her 
13-inch  mortar,  and  at  4h.  p.m.  the  falling  tide  rendered  it 
necessary  for  the  Beagle  and  gun-brigs,  as  well  as  tur  the 
bomb,  to  return  to  their  former  anchorage,  exposed  in  their 
retreat  to  a  heavy  lire  from  the  batteries.  The  Oc^an  was 
the  princij)al  object  of  attack,  but  the  Uegulus,  Indienne, 
TourviUe,  Cassard,  and  Jemappes,  had  some  share  in  the 
engagement. 

On  the  14th,  at  2h.  30m.  a.m.,  the  Tourville  got  afloat, 
and  entered  the  Charente,  but  soon  afterwards  ran  on  shore 

near  Fouras.  The  Oc^an  having  also  floated,  again  grounded 
near  the  Tourvilie ;  but  the  Patriote,  Hortense,  Elbe,  and 
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Pallas  got  off  and  ascended  the  Charente  bejond  tiie  reach 
of  attack.    At  9h.  a.m.  the  Imp^rieuse  was  recalled  by 

signal  from  the  tidiiiiral,  and  Lord  Cochrane  was  super- 
seded in  the  command  of  the  Aix  flotilla  by  Captain  Wolfe, 
of  the  Aii^le.  At  4h.  30m.  p.m.  the  Imperieuse  weighed 
accordingly^  and  stood  towards  Basque  Roads,  and  on  the 
next  day  sailed  for  England,  having  on  board  Captain  Sir 
Hany  Neale,  with  Lord  Gambier's  despatches. 

The  Oc^,  having  thrown  overboard  nearly  half  her 
guns,  was  after  much  labour  forced  through  the  mud,  to 
the  distance  of  500  yards,  and  eventually  anchored  olF 
Pointe  des  Barques  in  perfect  safety.  The  Cassard  was 
also  got  afloat,  and  reached  a  place  of  safety  ;  but  the 
Foudroyant,  Kegulus,  Tourville,  and  Lidienne,  on  the  15th, 
remained  aground  at  the  mouth  of  the  Charente.  The 
latter  was  on  the  16th  set  fire  to  by  her  own  crew,  and 
destroyed.  On  the  llOi  the  Foudroyant  and  Tourville 
were  got  off,  and  entered  the  river. 

On  the  19th,  the  R6gulus  alone  remained  aground,  and 
the  Thunder  arrived  in  Aix  Roads,  with  the  iiiteiitioii  of 
destroying  her  ;  but  the  violence  of  the  weather  would  not 
permit  the  attack  to  be  made.  On  the  20th,  attempts 
were  made  to  destroy  the  French  ship»  which  were  repeated 
for  several  days  without  success.  At  daylight  on  the 
29th»  the  spring  tides  having  again  set  in,  tike  R^gulus 
floated^  and  joined  her  friends  at  Rochefbrt ;  after  which 
the  Caledonia  quitted  Basque  Roads  and  returned'  to 
England. 

The  ;iti';iir  at  Basque  Roads  was  not  doomed  to  terminate 
on  the  JDth  of  April.  The  First  Lord  of  tlie  Admiralty, 
having  determined  to  move  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Admiral 
Lord  Gambier,  and  the  captains,  officers,  and  seamen  em- 
ployed in  the  fleet  on  the  occamon  of  the  destruction  of  the 
F^ch  ships,  received  a  notificatioii  that  it  was  the  inten« 
tion  of  Captain  Lord  Cochrane,  who  was  a  member  of 
Paiiiament,  in  the  event  of  his  doing  so,  to  move  an  amend- 
ment. This  having  been  signified  to  Lord  Gambier,  that 
officer  had  no  other  course  than  to  demand  a  court-martial, 
which  accordingly  assembled  ;  the  result  was,  that,  after  a 
lengthened  investigation.  Lord  Gambier  was  most  honour- 
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ably  acquitted.  In  the  face  of  tliis  acquittal,  however, 
public  opinion  remained  much  divided,  and  endeavours 
were  used,  by  many  of  those  employed,  to  shift  the  onus  of 
the  partial  want  of  success  to  another's  shoulders. 

The  appointment  of  Lord  Cochrane  to  conduct  the  ex- 
pedition in  the  first  instance  gave  great  dissatisfaction  to 
tliL'  many  gallant  and  distinguished  oillcers  servmg  in  the 
squadron.  This  unavoidably  created  want  of  unanimity; 
coiisiequently,  the  admiral  felt  disposed  to  consider  Lord 
Cochrane  as  grasping  at  too  mucii  authority  ;  and,  on  the 
otiierhand,  the  captain  considered  that  many  difficulties 
remained  in  his  waj,  which  it  was  in  the  power  of  the 
admiral  to  have  removed.  This  want  of  confidence  in 
each  other,  in  the  absence  of  individual  success,  naturally 
led  each  to  consider  that  want  as  resulting  from  the  had 
arrangements  of  the  other ;  and  so  conflicting  were  the 
opinions  given  by  the  different  captains  at  the  court- 
martial,  that  for  a  stranger  to  those  times,  and  to  the 
string  of  events,  to  attempt  to  pronounce  a  sentence  upon 
the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  affair,  would  be  little  short 
of  presumptuous.  The  charges  against  Lord  Gambier  were 
made  entirely  by  Lord  Cochrane ;  and  during  the  evid^ce 
adduced  on  the  part  of  the  defence  and  prosecution,  the 
following  were  the  vercHcts  (if  we  may  use  tiie  term)  given 
by  the  different  witne^^^es. 

Retir-Admiral  Stoj)tord,  in  answer  to  the  question 
whether*  when  the  Imp^rieuse  made  the  signal  that  the 
enemy's  ships  were  on  shore,  and  that  the  fieet  might 
destroy  them,  he  would  with  his  experience  have  thought 
it  prudent  or  proper  to  send  or  lead  the  fleet  in  for  ti^at 
purpose,  said,  "  In  my  opinion,  the  dislodgement  from  the 
anchorage  of  the  enemy's  ships  by  fire-ships  removed  but 
a  small  part  of  the  ohstacles.  With  the  wind  as  it  then 
was  (strung  fromtlie  north-west),  and  the  broadsides  of  the 
enemy's  ships  still  commanding  the  approaches,  we  should 
have  been  so  crippled  in  going  into  and  in  working  out  of 
a  passage  a  little  more  than  a  mile  in  breadth,  that  I  think 
I  should  not  have  risked  the  ships,  had  they  been  under 
my  command.'* 

Captain  Pulteney  Malcolm  said  (in  answer  to  the  question. 
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whether  he  thought  the  ships  ought  to  have  gone  m  before 

the  three  French  ships  which  commanded  the  channel  liad 
left  their  positions  on  the  Palles  shoal),  *'  Had  it  appeared 
to  me  that  there  was  no  other  chance  of  destrovino;'  those 
ships  than  hy  such  an  attack,  it  ouglit  to  h;we  been  made." 
"  Certainly  there  was  not  a  delay,  on  the  part  of  the 
admiral,  of  more  than  a  half  or  three-quarters  of  an  hour. 
This  was  the  only  time  which  could  possibly  be  called 
dday/' 

Captains  Builton,  Ball,  and  Newman,  were  not  aware  of 

any  blame  attaching  to  Lord  Gambier. 

Captain  Broughton  "  thought  it  would  liave  been  more 
advantageous,  had  the  line-of-battle  ships,  frigates,  and 
small  vessels,  gone  in  at  half-flood,  between  eleven  and 
twelve  o'clock,  and  conjectured  that  the  discomfited  French 
ships  would  have  made  very  little  resistance." 

Captain  George  Francis  Seymonr  said,  I  myself  have 
my  doubts  whether  line^of-battle  ships  would  have  sue- 
ce^ed  by  going  in.  There  was  water  sulficient  for  them 
to  have  goiiu  in  at  eleven  o'clock.  It  was  a  point  wliure 
the  discretion  of  the  commander-in-chief  might  be  fairly 
used.    I  confine  myself  to  the  depth  of  water." 

Captain  Francis  Newcombe  stated,  The  risk,  I  think, 
as  the  wind  and  tide  were,  was  rather  too  great ;  and  our 
want  of  the  perfect  knowledge  of  the  anchorage  further  to 
the  southward  between  the  Palles  and  Oleron — and  he 
thought  that  every  thing  had  been  done  that  was  practi- 
cable. 

Captain  Alexander  R.  Kerr  aiu!  Captain  Bcresford  said, 
that  tliere  was  no  blame  to  be  attached  to  the  conduct  of 
Lord  Gambier, 

The  sketch  of  the  anchorage  and  shoals  given  in  a 
foregoing  page  will,  however,  we  think,  be  the  best  apology 
for  Lord  Gambier,  espedally  as  the  exact  positions  of  them 
were  not  known  even  to  tiie  most  experienced  men  on 
board  the  British  ships;  and  when  it  is  borne  in  mind 
that  uncertain  currents  and  eddies  and  variable  winds  for 
the  most  part  prevailed  on  the  day  after  the  ships  had 
been  driven  on  shore,  the  loss  which  in  ail  probability  would 
have  resulted  from  tiie  employment  of  line-of-battle  ships 
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in  such  daiiLM  ous  s  )undings  might  have  more  than  coun- 
terbalanced the  injury  effected  upon  the  enemy. 

On  the  15th  of  March,  the  38-gun  frigate  Arethusa, 
Captain  Kobert  Mends*  while  cruizing  off  the  north  coast  of 
Spain,  sent  away  her  boats,  under  the  orders  of  Lieutenant 
Hugh  Pearson  and  Lieutenant  of  Marines  Octavius  Scott. 
At  daylight  the  party  landed,  and  destroyed  more  than  20 
guns  mounted  on  the  hatteric.^  of  Lequito.  The  French 
guard  threw  druwn  their  arms  and  begged  for  quarter: 
only  three  men  were  wounded  in  the  performance  of  this 
service.  On  the  16th,  the  same  party  captured  a  number 
of  chasse-marees  in  the  river  Andero,  and  destroyed  their 
cargoes.  On  the  20th»  Lieutenant  Elms  Steele,  of  the 
same  ship,  landed  with  a  party  of  seamen  and  marines,  and 
destroyed  the  guns  at  Baigno,  during  which  time  Lieutenant 
John  Fennele,  of  the  niiuiiic^,  and  Mr.  John  Elliott,  the 
purser,  destroyed  the  signal  posts.  Lieutenant  Pearson  on 
the  same  day  destroyed  the  guns  at  Paissance. 

On  the  12th  of  April,  in  the  evening,  the  boats  of  the 
28*gun  frigate  Mercury,  Captain  the  Honourable  Henry 
Duncan,  were  dispatched  under  the  orders  of  Lieutenant 
WatldnOwenPeil,  assisted  by  Lieutenant  Robert  J.Gordon, 
Mr.  Richard  Hildyard,  the  master ;  Lieutenant  of  Marines 
James  Why  lock;  Jeremiah  Crawley,  the  carpenter  ;  George 
Anderson,  captain's  clerk  ;  Midshipmen  John  Sterling, 
John  Wilkes,  William  Parker,  and  Charles  Ad;im,  and  Mr. 
Koberc  Williams,  acting  surgeon,  to  cut  out  from  the  port 
of  Rovigno,  on  the  coast  of  Istria,  two  gun- boats  moored 
close  to  two  heavy  batteries.  One  boat,  the  L^da,  mounting 
a  24-pounder  and  six  large  swivels,  although  fully  pre*- 
pared  with  her  boarding  nettings  triced  up,  was  carried ; 
but  a  fog  coming  on,  deranged  the  plan  of  attack,  and  pre- 
vented any  further  proceedings.  The  prize  was  towed  out 
under  the  fire  of  five  guns  mounted  on  an  island.  In  per- 
forming tliis  serv^ice,  one  seaman  was  killed,  and  Lieutenant 
Pell  (who  had  previously  lost  a  leg  in  the  ser^nce)  wounded 
severely  in  two  places,  and  three  seamen  shghtly  wounded. 

In  the  forenoon  of  the  5th  of  April,  Cordouan  light- 
house bearing  east-by-north,  distant  about  40  leagues,  the 
British  d8-gun  frigate  Amethyst,  Captain  Michael  Seymour, 
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being  on  the  larboard  tack  with  the  wind  at  east*  observed 

a  ship  steering  to  the  westward.   The  36-gun  frigate 

Emerald,  Captain  rredenck  Lewis  Maitland,  being  in 
company,  but  at  some  distance  to  the  northward,  instantly 
joined  the  Amethyi?t  in  piirsnine  the  strangrer,  which,  on 
perceiving  the  two  frigates,  hauled  close  to  the  wind  on  the 
larboard  tack.  The  chase  was  the  French  40-gun  frigate 
Niemen,  Captain  Dupotel*  laden  with  provisions  for  the 
Isle  of  France.  At  noon  the  Niemen  was  half  topsails 
down  from  the  deck  of  the  Amethyst,  and  the  porsuit  was 
continued  with  a  slight  advantage  to  the  Amethyst  through- 
out  the  (lav  ;  but  at  sunset  the  chase  was  still  hull  down 
to  windward,  and  consequently  at  dark  was  lost  sight  of. 

Captain  Seymour,  with  much  discernment,  concluding 
that  stranger  would  resume  her  course  to  the  westward 
on  losing  sight  of  her  pursuers^  at  9h.  p.m.  bore  up  south- 
westt  nnder  easy  sail,  the  wind  at  the  time  blowing  in 
squalls  from  east-nortfa-east ;  and  at  9h«  4Qm.  was  fertunate 
enough  to  discover  the  object  of  his  pursuit  on  die  weadi^ 
beam  steering  about  west.  The  Amethyst  immediately 
crowded  sail  in  chase  of  the  Niemen,  which,  anxious  only 
to  escape,  Tvore,  and  hauled  up  south-by-west,  followed  by 
the  British  frigate. 

At  llh.  30m.  the  Amethyst  opened  her  fire,  which  was  re-  . 
sponded  to  from  the  stem  chasers  of  the  Niemen.  At  llu 
15m.  AM.  on  the  6th,  the  Amethyst,  having  reached  the  lar- 
board quarter  of  the  Niemen,  vras  enabled  to  fire  a  broadside, 
upon  which  the  latter  again  wore,  and  hauled  up  north-west. 
The  Amethyst  wore,  m  chase,  and  at  Ih.  4r)m.  r;m2;ed  close 
alongside  of  lier  enemy  to  windward.  After  an  exchans^e  of 
broadsides,  the  Amethyst,  having  shot  ahead  of  the  Niemen, 
bore  up  across  her  bows,  raked  her,  and  then  hauled  up  on 
the  same  tack,  and  took  her  station  on  the  French  ship^s 
starboard  bow.  At  2h.  45m.  the  Niemen  fell  on  board  the 
Amethyst  on  her  starboard  beam  and  quarter;  but  in  a  few 
minutes  got  dear,  and,  wearing,  bore  up  south-west. 

About  3h.  the  Amethyst,  having  again  ranged  up  on  the 
larboard  and  weather  beam  of  the  Niemen,  renewed  the 
action,  and  sliortly  afterwards  the  latter  caught  fire  in 
the  larboard  hammock-netting ;  at  3h.  I5m.  her  mizen* 
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mast  and  main-topmast  were  shot  away.  Tlie  Niemen 
having  caught  tire  ui  the  main-top  also,  her  main-yard  was 
lowered  half-way  down  the  mast,  so  that  ;-he  was;  wholly 
unable  to  make  sail,  and  her  guns  otiered  a  very  ineffec- 
tual return  to  the  animated  fire  maintained  by  the  Ame- 
thyst, At  dh.  25m.,  the  Niemen  having  wholly  ceased 
firing,  the  Amethyst  discontinued  the  action*  and*  bearing 
up  under  her  opponent's  stem,  brought-to  to  leeward.  At 
3h.  30m.  the  Amethyst's  main  and  mizen  masts  fell  over 
the  starboard  quarter,  and  near  about  the  same  time  the 
Niemen'b  uiain-mast  went  by  the  board.  Both  ships  then 
paid  round  off  before  the  wind.  % 

The  38-gun  frigate  Arethusa,  Captain  Robert  Mends,  at 
dh.  45m.  joined  from  the  eastward,  and  having  approached 
within  gun-shot  on  the  larboard  quarter  of  the  Niemen, 
the  latter  hoisted  a  light,  and  fired  a  shot  at  the  Arethusa 
and  another  at  the  Amethyst ;  but  on  the  discharge  of  a  few 
of  the  Arethusa's  foremost  eruns,  the  French  frigate  lowered 
the  light  in  token  of  submission. 

The  Amethyst,  when  fighting  this  second  most  gallant 
action,  had  two  lieutenants  and  37  men  absent  in  prizes, 
and  out  of  the  222  men  and  boys,  which  were  all  she  had 
on  board,  six  seamen  and  two  marines  were  killed ;  and 
Lieutenants  of  Marines  Henry  Waring  and  Samuel  Flryt* 
herch,  her  boatswain  (Mr.  Lacey),  24  seamen,  and  10  ma- 
rines were  wounded.  The  Niemen  mounted  46  guns,  and 
commenced  the  action  with  319  men  and  boys;  of  whom 
47  were  killed  -and  73  wounded. 

On  the  day  alter  her  capture  the  Niemen' s  foremast  fell 
over  the  side;  and  she  was  taken  in  tow  by  the  Arethusa. 
The  Niemen,  being  only  nine  months  old,  was  a  great  ac- 
quisition to  the  British  navy,  to  which  she  was  added  under 
die  same  name. 

There  is  a  great  similarity  between  this  action  and  that 
of  the  Amethyst  and  Thetis,  in  the  ni;iiiner  of  coiiducting 
it,  in  the  comparative  force  of  the  combatants,  and  also 
in  reference  to  the  intrusion  of  a  third  party.  This  much, 
however,  is  quite  evident,  that  in  both  cases  the  capture 
was  virtually  concluded  before  any  other  party  arrived. 
Captain  Seymour's  extreme  gallantry  and  skill  being  pro- 
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perlj  appreciated  by  the  government*  he  was  created  a  ba« 
lonet  6t  the  United  Kingdom*  and  the  first  lieutenant,  Mr. 
WilHam  Hill,  was  promoted  to  be  commander. 

A  small  British  squadron,  under  Captain  Philip  Beaver,  of 
the  Acasta  frigate,  having  succeeded  on  the  14th  of  April 
in  gaining  possession  of  the  rocky  island.-,  kno%\'n  as  the 
Saintes,  near  Guadaloupe,  a  fire  was  opened  from  Morne- 
Russel  upon  three  French  line-of-battle  ships  at  anchor  in 
the  roads  beneath ;  in  consequence  of  which  these,  which 
were  the  74-gun  shipB  Couxageiiz,  Polonais,  and  D'Haut- 
pdt,  quitted  their  anchorage*  and  stood  out  to  sea. 
The  escape  of  the  French  squadron  was  immediately  per- 
ceived by  Captain  Hugh  Cameron,  of  the  IS-crnn  corvette 
Hazard,  belonging  to  the  in-shore  squadron,  and  iuforaiation 
was  signalled  to  Rear-Admiral  Sir  Alexander  I.  Cochrane, 
who,  with  a  British  squadron  of  five  sail  of  tlie  line,  was 
blockading  the  port.  Shortly  afterwards  the  French  ships 
wore  observed  from  the  74-gttn  ship  Fomp6e*  Captain  Wil- 
liam C*  Fahie,  and  at  lOh.  p*h.  that  ship  endeayoured  to 
arrest  the  progress  of  tiie enemy;  but,  having  a  strong 
breeze  in  their  favour,  the  ships  were  enabled  to  defeat  the 
object.  At  lOli.  L3m.  the  18-gun  brig  Recruit,  Captain 
diaries  Napier,  having  got  up  with,  gallantly  opened  fire 
upon  the  enemy's  sternmost  ship,  and  was  soon  afterwards 
closed  by  the  74-gun  ship  Neptune*  bearing  the  rear-admi- 
xal'sflag;  but  the  latter  again  dropped  astern,  At4h«A.M, 
on  tlie  15th*  the  Recruit*  by  her  superior  tailing,  again  got 
dose  up  with  tibe  enemy's  rear  ship*  D'Hau^lt*  and* 
assisted  distantly  by  the  Pomp^e,  continued  a  very  galling 
fire  upon  her.  A  running  action,  in  wiiicL  all  three  French 
ships  participated  occasionally,  was  kept  up  throughout 
the  day;  but  at  8h.  p.m.  the  three  ships  siCjKuated  and  took 
different  courses.  The  Recruit  and  Pompee,  however,  per- 
severed  in  chasing  D'Hautpolt,  imtil  the  former,  being  dis- 
abled alofty  dropped  astern.  The  frigates  Latona  and  Cas- 
tor* Captains  Hugh  Pigot  and  WiUiaum  Roberts,  during  the 
16th  hove  in  sight  and  joined  in  the  chase*  and  the  latter 
was  enabled  to  bring  the  French  ship  to  action,  which  was 
done  very  gallantly.  On  the  1 7th,  at  about  5h,  15m.  a.m.* 
the  French  74-gun  ship  surrendered. 
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The  Pompee,  in  her  action,  was  very  much  disabled  in  her 
masts  and  rigging,  and  her  loss  amounted  to  her  boatswain 
(Edward  Casey)  and  eight  men  killed  ;  Captain  Fahie,  tlie 
first  lieutenant  (William  Bone),  Lieutenant  of  Marines 
Charles  Edward  Atkins,  and  27  men  wounded.  The  Nq>- 
time  had  one  man  killed  and  four  woimded ;  the  Castor^  one 
seaman  killed  and  fire  woimded ;  and  die  Recniitt  her  Ser- 
jeant of  marines  woimded*  So  sensible  was  Sir  Alexander 
Cochrane  of  Captain  Napier's  gallantr} ,  that  he  gave  him 
command  of  the  prize,  wiiich,  under  the  name  of  Aber- 
cromby,  was  added  to  the  British  navy. 

On  the  23rd  of  April,  a  frigate  squadron,  consisting  of 
the  Spartan,  Amphion,  and  Mercury,  Captains  JahleelBren- 
ton,  William  Hoste,  and  the  Hon.  Henry  Duncan,  anchored 
off  the  town  of  Pesaxo«  Captain  Brenton,  not  wishing  to 
injure  the  town,  then  occupied  by  French  troops,  sent  a  flag 
of  truce  to  demand  the  surrender  of  all  the  vessels  in  the 
harbour,  to  which  an  answer  was  returned  by  tlie  French 
commandant  to  the  effect  that  in  half  an  hour  he  would 
decide.  At  the  expiration  of  35  minutes,  observing  the 
troops  assembling  in  the  streets,  and  the  inhabitants  dis- 
inantling  the  vessels^  Captain  Brenton  ordered  the  flag  of 
truce  to  be  hauled  down,  and  a  shot  to  be  fired  over  the 
town.  Shordy  afterwards  the  three  fngates  and  the  gun 
and  mortar  boats  of  the  squadron,  by  signal  from  the  Spar- 
tan, opened  fire  u])on  the  town.  At  half  an  hour  past  noon 
several  flags  of  truce  were  hung  out,  and  Captain  Hrenton 
made  the  sip^ial  for  the  firing::  to  cease.  Lieutenant  George 
Wickens  Willes,  of  the  Spartan,  having  entered  the  harbour, 
learnt  that  the  commandant  had  retreated  with  the  mili* 
tary,  when  die  boats  of  the  squadron  were  dispatched  to 
braog  out  the  vessels,  and  the  marines,  under  lieutenant 
Thomas  Moore,  were  sent  to  cover  them.  By  6h.  30m. 
P.M.  13  %'essels,  dec])ly  laden,  were  bruught  off.  At  7h, 
the  castle  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  was  blown  up,  and 
the  J  British  returned  to  their  ships  without  having  sustained 
or  caused  any  loss  of  life. 

On  the  2nd  of  May,  the  Spartan  and  Mercury  chased 
two  vessels  into  the  port  of  Cesenalico  (where  several  other 
vessels  were  observed),  which  was  defended  by  two  batteries 
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and  a  castle.  The  coast  being  Tery  shoal,  the  boats  were 

sent  ahead  to  sound,  and  in  this  manner  the  fri^tes  suc- 
ceeded in  entering  the  port  about  noon.  Having  anchored 
within  grape  range  of  the  batter}',  it  was  very  ^oon  f^iloiicecl, 
when  the  boats  under  Lieutenant  Willes  landed  iind  took 
possession  of  it,  and  turned  the  guns  upon  the  town.  In 
all  12  vessels  were  captured,  the  castle  and  magazine  blown 
np,  the  battery  destroyed,  and  the  guns  spiked.  The  Bri- 
tish returned  to  their  ships  witiiout  any  casualty. 

On  tiie  lltii  of  May,  the  S8-gQn  fngate  Melpomene, 
Captain  Peter  Parker,  drove  on  shore  a  Danish  6-gun  cut- 
ter at  Hullbo,  in  Jutland,  after  which  her  boats  were  dis- 
patched under  Lieutenants  James  H.  Plnmridge  and  George 
Kennie,  which,  covered  by  the  hre  of  the  frigates,  boarded 
and  effectually  destroyed  the  vessel  in  the  face  of  a  gallmg 
.  fire  from  the  shore.  Lieutenant  Bennie^  two  seamen,  and 
three  marines  were  Beverely  wounded. 

On  thel5th  of  May,  Lieutenant  Robert  J.  Gordon,  of  the 
Mercury,  with  a  party  of  marines  and  a  boat's  crew,  tlc- 
stroyed  seven  trabacculos  in  the  harbour  of  Rotti,  on  the 
coast  of  Istria.  Lieutenant  Gordon  was  himself  severely 
wounded  by  an  explosion  of  gunpowder,  but  no  other  per- 
son was  hurt. 

In  the  early  part  of  May  a  British  squadron,  consisting 
of  the  64-gun  ship  Standard,  Captain  A.  P.  Holies ;  d8-gnn 
frigate  Owen  Olendower,  Caption  William  Selby;  and 
three  sloops,  was  detached  by  Vice- Admiral  Sir  James  Sau- 
marez,  commanding  in  the  Baltic,  to  effect  the  reduction 
of  the  Island  of  Anholt.  A  party  of  seamen  and  marines, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Selby,  assisted  by  Captain 
Edward  NicoUs,  of  the  marines,  landed;  and,  on  the  18th, 
after  a  gallant  resistance,  in  which  one  marine  was  killed 
and  two  wounded,  the  Danish  garrison,  consisting  of  170 
men,  surrendered  at  discretion. 

On  the  23rd  of  May,  at  lOh.  30m.  p.m.,  the  38-gun  fri- 
gate  iVlelpomene,  Captain  Frederick  Warren,  lying  at 
anchor  in  the  Great  Belt,  off  Omoe  Island,  and  nearly  be- 
calmed, discovered  several  large  boats  standing  towards 
her.  The  frigate  was  cleared  for  action,  and  at  llh.  p.m. 
commenced  &ing  upon  the  enemy,  now  consisting  id  20 
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Danish  gun-boats.  A  light  air  springing  up,  the  Melpo- 
mene cut  and  made  sail  to  close  her  opponents,  and,  tlie 
gua* boats  retreating*  a  running  action  continued  until  Ih. 
15m,  A.M.,  when  the  gun-boats  succeeded  in  getting  out  of 
gun-shot.  The  Melpomene  suffered  much  in  her  rigging 
and  sails«  and  had  five  men  kiUed  and  29  wounded. 

On  the  Slst  of  May,  while  the  36-gan  frigate  Topaze, 
C a]) tain  Anselm  John  Griffiths,  was  cruizing  oil"  the  coast 
of  Albania,  nine  vessels  were  observed  lying  at  anchor  in  the 
Road  of  Deraata,  wliich  ib  sheltered  by  a  reef  of  rocks,  and 
protected  by  tlie  fortress  of  Santa  Maura.  Captain  Grif- 
fiths dispatched  the  boats  under  the  orders  of  Lieutenant 
Charles  Hammond*  assisted  by  the  acting  master*  Mr. 
George  Grarson*  Lieutenants  of  Marines  Edward  S.  Mer* 
cer  and  William  Halsted,  and  Masters'  Mates  Henry  P. 
Taylor  and  Robert  B.  Fenwick.  ilaviug  to  row  along  the 
outer  edge  of  the  reef,  the  boats  were  ex])osed  to  a  galhng 
fire  of  musketry,  as  well  as  after  rounding  the  point  of  it; 
but,  dashing  on*  they  succeeded  in  boarding  and  bringing 
out  all  the  vessels.  This  service  was  effected  with  the  loss 
of  one  marine*  who  was  killed*  and  one  seaman  wounded. 
Among  the  prizes  were  a  zebeck  of  eight  guns  and  six 
swivels,  and  a  crew  of  55  men ;  one  cutter  of  four  g^ns ;  a 
felucca,  mounting  three  guns ;  and  two  gun-bouts  ut  one 
gun  each.  Notwithstanding  so  distinguished  a  service. 
Lieutenant  Hanunond  (whose  gallantrv  on  miuiv  occasions 
had  been  equaUy  conspicuous,  and  'had  occasioned  him 
many  and  severe  wounds)  received  no  reward*  and  is  still  a 
lieutenant. 

On  the  14th  of  June*  in  the  morning*  the  18-gun  brig 
Scout,  Captain  William  Raitt*  discovering  a  convoy  of  14 

vessels,  under  the  protection  of  two  gun-boats,  coming 
round  Cape  Croisette,  made  all  sail  in  chase.  It  l';illing 
calm,  Lieuteuaiit  Henry  R.  Battersby  was  dispatciied  at 
Ih.  P.M.  witli  the  boats,  who  drove  seven  sail  into  a  har- 
bour, three  leagues  to  the  eastward  of  the  cape*  where 
the  boats  followed.  Lieutenant  Battersby,  being  annoyed 
by  the  fire  from  the  shore*  landed  and  routed  the  enemy* 
and  then  stormed  a  battery,  mounting  two  6-pounders.  In 
the  meantime  the  remaining  boats*  with  Lieutenant  John 
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Fairant,  Mr.  John  Batten,  the  master,  and  Master's  Mate 
Gi  anville  Thompson,  pulled  up  the  harbour  and  brought 
out  the  seven  vessels,  notwithstruicling  that  they  were  se- 
cured to  the  shore  by  ropes  trom  their  mast-heads  and  keels. 
The  British  had  one  man  killed  and  five  wounded. 

On  the  24th  of  June,  Bear-Admiral  George  Martin, 
with  the  80-guii  8hipCanopu8«  Captain  Charles  IngHs;  74* 
gun  ships  Spartiate  and  Warrior,  Captains  Sir  Flramcis  La- 
forey  and  William  Spran2:er ;  2*2-gun  ship  Cyane,  Captain 
lliomas  Staines;  and  18-gun  brig  Espoir,  Captain  Hubert 
Mitford,  together  with  a  flotilla  of  gun- boats  and  a  fleet  of 
transports  with  troops,  anchored  to  the  northward  of  the 
islands  of  Procida  and  Ischia,  preparatory  to  an  attack  upon 
them.  In  the  evening  Captain  Staines,  in  the  Cyane,  with 
the  Espoir  and  12  gpm^boats,  was  dispatdied  bf  the  rear- 
admiral  to  take  a  station  to  the  southward  of  those  idands, 
in  order  to  prevent  rrinferoements  or  supplies  fiom  being 
thrown  in  fiom  the  main  land. 

On  the  25th,  at  8h.  a.m.,  when  lying  at  anchor  two  miles 
south -by- east  of  Procida,  in  company  with  the  gun-boats, 
Captain  Staines  discovered  a  i^'rench  frigate,  a  corvette, 
and  several  gun-boats«  coming  out  of  Pozzuoli  Bay,  upon 
which  be  made  the  signal  to  weigh,  and,  having  a  light  air 
from  the  northward,  stood  towards  the  enemy  with  his 
squadron.  At  8h.  SOm.  the  British  opened  a  cBstant  &e, 
which  was  returned  by  the  French  squadron,  consisting  of 
the  French  44-gun  frigate  Cer^s,  28-gun  frigate  Fama,  and 
i^everal  gun-boats  ;  but  at  9h.  40m.  the  firing  ceased,  the 
enemy  having  stood  inshore  again.  Ischia  and  Procida  sur- 
rendered this  day  to  the  British  forces. 

On  the  26th,  at  6b.  25m»  a.m.,  the  Cjme  and  Bspoir, 
with  the  British  and  Sicilian  gun-boats,  having  been  de- 
tached to  intercept  a  flotOla  of  gun-boats  bound  to  Naples, 
the  former  commenced  an  attack  upon  them,  just  as  the 
enemy's  vessels  rounded  Cape  Baia ;  and  by  the  prompt 
and  vigorous  fire  of  the  Cyane,  Captain  Staines  checked  the 
] KJLiress  of  the  iiotilla,  and  enabled  the  combined  gun- 
boats to  close  with  and  capture  18  French  gun-boats  and 
destroy  four*  The  Cyane  received  23  shot  in  her  hull,  had 
masts,  yards,  sails,  and  rigging  much  cut,  and  her  loss 
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amounted  to  two  seamen  killed ;  Mr.  David  Jones,  mas* 
ter's  mate>  mortallj,  and  six  seamen  slightly  wounded. 

On  the  same  afternoon*  observing  a  flag  of  truce  on  a 
battery  near  Point  Messino,  the  British  boats  landed,  and 

spiked  four  3G -pounders.  At  7h.  p.m.  the  Cyane,  Espoir, 
and  23  Sicilian  gun- boats,  stood  into  Pozzuoli  Bay,  where 

the  Ceres,  Fama,  and  12  gun-hoats  lay  at  anchor. 

Kc'inaimng  off  the  anchorage  ailiiigiit,  the  Cyanc  on  the 

following  morning  was  becalmed  near  the  shore,  when  a 
battery  of  four  guns  opened  an  annoying  fire  upon  her.  At 
iOh.  A.u.  Captain  Staines  embarked  in  one  of  the  gun- 
boats, and,  leading  them  to  the  attack,  soon  sQenced  the 

battery  ;  after  which  he  landed,  spiked  the  guns,  destroyed 
the  carnages,  and  threw  a  10- inch  mortar  into  the  sea,  re- 
turning to  the  ship  without  a  casualty. 

At  5h.  P.M.  on  the  same  day,  the  Cyane  and  Espoir 
lying  becalmed  in  the  ofling,  the  French  commodore 
weighed,  and  put  to  sea  with  the  Cer^s,  Fama,  and  gun- 
boats bound  to  Naples.  At  6h.  50m.,  the  Espoir  and  gun- 
boats being  far  astern,  and  Captain  Staines  observing  that 
the  frigate  Cer^s  was  at  some  distance  astern  of  the  Fama 
and  French  gun-boats,  determined  if  possible  to  Ijring  hei  to 
action,  and  ordering  the  sweeps  to  be  manned,  gallantly 
pursued  the  C^r^s,  then  not  more  than  three  miles  from 
the  Mole  of  Naples.  At  7h,  20m.  the  Cyane  got  within 
pistol-shot  of  the  C^r^,  and  commenced  the  action,  which 
she  continued  for  some  time,  although  within  shot  of  the 
batteries,  the  corvette,  and  the  gun-boats,  all  of  which 
directed  their  fire  at  the  gallant  British  vessel.  At  7h.  30m . 
the  Ceres  was  observed  to  receivL  .i  reinforcement  of  men 
from  Naples.  At  8h.  30m.  the  lire  of  the  C6r^s  slackened 
considerably,  and  soon  afterwards  ceased  altogether,  llie 
Cyane  beuig  by  this  time  withni  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the 
mole,  and  having  unfortunately  expended  all  her  pow- 
der, hauled  off  shore,  her  sails  being  completely  cut  to 
pieces,  nearly  all  her  standing  and  running  rigging  des- 
troyed, her  fore  and  mizen  masts  badly  wounded,  more 
than  40  round  shot  in  her  sides,  and  four  guns  disabled. 
The  Cyaiie's  loss  in  killed  and  wouiided  consisted  of  one 
seaman  and  one  marine  killed ;  Captain  Staines  and  the 
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first  lieutenant,  James  Hall  (both  danscerously),  Lieutenr^nt 
John  Ferricr,  Mr.  John  Taylor,  midshipman,  11  sen  me  n. 

four  marines,  and  one  boy  wounded.  The  Espoir  (having 
latterly  been  able  to  take  some  share  hi  the  engagement), 
with  die  gim-boata,  approached  to  the  assistance  of  their 
crippled  consort,  and  towed  her  out  of  the  bay.  Captain 
Stames's  lefit  arm  was  taken  out  of  the  socket ;  and  he  was 
also  ^vuuiidiid  in  the  side.  Lieutenant  Hall  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  conuuander  a  few  months  aftervvardf*,  which 
promotion,  however,  he  did  not  live  long  to  enjoy.  The 
Cyane*s  armament  consisted  of  22  carronades  (32-pounders) 
on  the  main-deck,  and  8  carronades  (18-poimders)  and  two 
long  sixes  on  the  quarter-deck  and  forecastle,  with  a  crew 
of  175  men  and  boys;  while  her  principal  opponent,  the 
C€rte,  was  an  18-pounder  40-gim  frigate,  folly  manned. 
Taking  all  the  drcumstanoes  into  consideration,  the  action 
of  the  Cyane  is  one  of  tlic  most  gallant  upon  record. 

On  the  19th  of  June,  the  boats  of  the  74-gun  ship 
Bellerophon,  Captain  Samuel  Warren,  were  sent  a^vay  at 
sunset,  to  attack  three  vessels  at  anchor  within  the  islands 
off  Hango  Head.  The  boats,  under  the  orders  of  Lieutenant 
Robert  Pilch,  with  Lieutenants  John  Sheridan  and  Qeorge 
Bentham,  Lieutenant  of  Marines  Alfred  O,  Carrington,  and 
Mr.  Mart,  carpenter,  met  with  no  opposition  in  capturing 
the  vessels  ;  but  it  was  found  necessjiry,  in  order  to  prevent 
loss  in  returning,  to  attack  a  battery,  which  mounted  four 
24-pounders,  and  was  gari  is jncd  with  103  men.  This, 
after  a  determined  resistance,  was  carried  in  a  very  gallant 
manner,  the  Russians  retreating  to  some  boats  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  island.  The  guns  were  then  spiked, 
and  the  magazine  destroyed,  llie  boats  returned  to  the 
ship,  having  only  five  men  wounded. 

On  the  5th  of  July,  at  3h.  p.m.,  in  latitude  43°  41'  north, 
longitude  34°  west,  the  British  20-gun  corvette  Bonne- 
Citoyenne,  Captain  William  Mounsey,  being  on  her  way 
from  Halifax  to  Quebec,  with  the  wind  at  south,  de- 
scried on  the  lee  quarter  a  large  frigate  taking  possession 
of  a  merchant  ship.  Captain  Mounsey,  notw  itlistanding 
the  formidable  appearance  of  the  stranger  (which  was  the 
French  86-gun  frigate  Furieuse,  but  armed  en  flftte,  and 
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mounting  two  long  18  and  six  long  8-pounder?,  and  12 
carronades,  36-pounders,  total  20  guns),  immediately 
wore  ship  in  chase.  The  Furieuse,  observing  the  approach 
of  the  British  ship,  abandoned  the  merchant  vessd^  and 
bore  up  before  the  wind.  At  sunset  the  two  ships  were 
about  five  miles  apart,  and  during  the  night  the  Furieuse 
was  lost  sight  of,  but  at  3h.  a.m.  on  the  6th  was  again  seen, 
but  at  a  great  distance  on  the  larboard  quarter.  The 
Bonne- Ci toy enne  immediately  liauied  up,  and  made  sail 
in  chase.  At  9h.  11m.  a.m.  the  Furieuse  shortened  sail, 
and  hauled  close  upon  a  wind ;  as  immediately  afterwards 
did  the  Bonne-Citoyenne.  In  another  ten  minutes  the 
French  ship  hove  to,  and  the  Bonne-Citoyenne  got  alongside 
and  commenced  engaging  within  pistol-shot*  The  action 
was  maintained  with  great  fury  on  both  sides  for  mx  hours 
and  fifty  minutes,  when  the  Bonne-Citoyenne,  having  taken 
a  position  athwart  the  bows  of  the  Furieuse  preparatory  to 
boarding  with  all  hands,  the  colours  of  the  latter  were 
hauled  down  at  6h.  IGm.  p.m.  The  British  corvette,  in 
her  gallant  contest,  had  her  fore  and  main  top-gaUant  masts 
shot  away,  her  three  lower  masts  badly  wounded,  all  her 
standing  and  running  rigging  cut  to  pieces,  and  her  boats 
destroyed ;  but  only  one  man  was  killed  and  five  wounded. 
The  Furieuse,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  action,  had  live  feet 
water  in  her  hold  :  her  three  topmasts  were  shot  away,  and 
her  yards  and  lower  masts  in  a  tottering  state.  Her  loss 
amounted,  out  of  a  crew  consisting,  W'ith  military  officers 
and  passengers^  of  200  men,  to  35  men  killed ;  and  her  com- 
mander, lieutenant  Kerdaniel,  two  lieutenants,  three  mid- 
shipmen, and  31  seamen  wounded.  The  two  vessels  met 
upon  tolerably  equal  terms,  as  regarded  their  respective 
armaments ;  but  the  advantages  derivable  from  tonnage 
and  appearance  were  greatly  on  the  side  of  the  Furieuse, 
she  measuring  1,090  tons,  and  the  corvette  511  tons. 

On  the  7th,  taking  her  prize  in  tow,  the  Bonne-Citoyenne 
proceeded  to  Halifax.  On  the  8th  the  shattered  main  and 
mizen  masts  of  the  Furieuse  fell  over  the  side,  and  in  this 
disabled  condition  the  two  ships  reached  Halifax  on  the 
2nd  of  August.  The  Furieuse  was  commissioned  under 
the  same  name ;  and  when  subsequently  fitted  for  sea  at 
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Portsmouth,  Captain  Mounscy,  wlio  had  been  promoted, 

was  appointed  to  command  her.  The  first  lieutenant  of  the 
lioniiL-Citoycmii;,  Joseph  Symes,  was  promoted  to  the  rauk 
of  comin finder. 

On  the  7th  of  July,  a  squadron,  composed  of  the  74- 
gun  ships  Implacable  and  Bellerophon,  Captains  Thomas 
Byam Martin  and  Samuel  Warren ;  38-gun  frigate  Melpo- 
mene, Captain  Peter  Parker ;  and  18-gun  sloop  Prometfaeos, 
Captain  Thomas  Forrest,  was  crmzing  off  Hie  coast  of 
Finland,  when  a  Russian  flotilla  of  eight  gun-boats  and 
several  merchant  vessels  were  observed  at  anchor  uiukr 
Porcola  Point.  The  gun- boats,  each  armed  with  two  heavy 
long  o^uns  nnd  maimed  with  41)  inon,  had  takeu  a  most 
advantageous  position  for  defence  between  two  rocks,  both 
of  which  were  mounted  with  guns,  from  which  a  fire  of 
grape  could  be  poured  on  their  assailants.  It  was,  never- 
theless, determined  to  attack  the  flotilla,  and  lieutenant 
Joseph  Hawkejr,  first  of  the  Implacable,  was  appointed  to 
command  the  boats  (17  in  number)  of  the  four  ships,  con- 
taining 270  officers  and  men.  Among  the  officers  cm- 
ployed  were  the  following :— belonging  to  the  Implacable, 
Lieutenants  William  Houghton  and  Frederic  Vernon, 
and  Lieutenants  of  Marines  James  T.  Cracknell  and  James 
Clarke ;  Lieutenants  Charles  Allen,  John  Sheridan,  and 
John  Sbekd,  and  lieutenants  of  Marines  Geoige  Kendall 
and  Alfred  O.  Carrington,  of  the  Bellerophon ;  Lieutenant 
Greorge  Rennie,  Lieutenant  of  Marines  Robert  Gilbert, 
and  Midslupman  John  B.  Alounteney,  of  the  Melpomene; 
and  Lieutenant  James  Stirling,  of  the  Prometheus.  At 
9h.  P.M.  the  boats  proceeded  to  the  att;ick,  and  resolutely 
pushed  on,  regardless  of  the  fire  opened  upon  them,  but 
without  firing  a  musket  until  close  alongside  the  gun- 
boats, when  the  British  seamen  boarded,  and  carried  all 
before  tibiem.  Six  of  the  gun-boats  were  captured,  one 
sunk,  and  one  escaped  ;  and  twelve  merchant  vessels,  laden 
with  powder  and  provisions  for  the  Russian  army,  and  a 
large  armed  ship,  were  also  captured. 

Lieutenant  Hawkey,  after  boarding  the  first  gun-boat, 
was  killed  by  a  grape  shot  while  in  the  act  of  boarding 
a  second.  The  last  words  of  this  gallant  young  man  were. 
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"  Huzza  1  Push  on,  England  for  ever  V  Captain  Martin, 
in  his  official  letter,  bears  the  following  handsome  testimony 
to  the  worth  of  this  officer.  No  praise  from  my  pen 
can  do  adequate  justice  to  this  lamented  young  man:  as 

an  officer,  he  was  active,  correct,  and  zealous,  to  the 

highest  degree ;  tlie  leader  of  every  kind  of  enterprise,  and 
regardle^^s  of  danger,  he  deUghted  in  whatever  could  tend 
to  promote  the  glory  of  his  country." 

lieutenant  Charles  Allen,  of  the  Bellerophon,  being  the 
next  senior  lieutenant,  then  assumed  the  command  of  the 
party,  and  accomplished  the  service  in  tiie  successful  man- 
ner abeady  described.   The  loss  amounted  to  Lieutenants 

HaukLV  and  Stirhng,  Mr.  Mountency,  luid.-hipmiin,  Mr. 
Benjamin  (  randon,  second  master,  eight  seamen,  and  live 
mnrines  killed  ;  and  Mr.  M.  Vesey,  boatswain,  25  seamen, 
and  11  marines  wounded.  The  Russians  are  reported  to 
have  had  63  men  killed.  Many  escaped  to  the  shore,  and 
several  perished  in  attempting  to  reach  it;  and  of  127 
prisoners  taken.  51  were  wounded. 

On  the  Idth  of  July,  S^n^gal  capitulated  to  a  British 
force,  under  Captaui  Edward  Henry  Columbine,  (the  senior 
officer  at  Goree),  consisting  of  the  32-gun  frigate  Solebay ; 
18-gun  brig  Derwent,  Captain  Frederick  Parker;  and  12- 
gunbrig  Tiirris,  Lieutenant  Robert  Bones;  also  a  transport, 
containmg  KiG  soldiers  of  the  African  Corps,  under  Major 
Charles  W,  Maxwell,  and  a  number  of  ^ mall  vessels.  The 
casualties  attendii^  this  capture,  though  few,  were  of  im« 
portance;  Captain  Parker,  a  most  gallant  young  officer, 
and  one  midshipman,  were  drowned  in  the  surf,  in  en- 
dcavuiiring  to  cross  the  bar  of  the  river;  one  lieutenant  of 
troops  died  from  fatigue,  and  one  man  was  wounded  by  the 
enemy's  fire.    The  Sok-bay  was  totally  wecked  in  the  river. 

On  the  14th  of  July,  Lieutenant  Henry  R.  Battersby,  at 
the  head  of  a  party  of  seamen,  from  the  18-gun  brig  Scout. 
Captain  William  Raitt,  attacked  a  strong  battery,  which 
commanded  the  Port  of  Carri,  between  Marseilles  and  the 
Rhone,  and  carried  it  without  loss.  For  his  gallantry  on 
this  and  on  several  similar  occasions,  Lieutenant  Battersby 
was  i^romoted  to  the  rank  of  commander  in  the  ensuing 
month  of  September. 
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On  the  25th  of  July»  the  boats  of  the  74-g^un  ships 
Princess  Caroline  nnd  Minotaur,  Captains  Charles  Dudley 
Pater  and  John  Barrett ;  32-gun  frigate  Cerberus,  Captain 
Henry  Whitby;  and  18-gun  sloop  Prometheus,  were  sent 
away,  1 7  in  number^  under  the  command  of  Captain  Forrest* 
of  die  latter  Teasel*  to  attack  four  Russian  gun-boats  and 
an  armed  brig,  lying  at  Fredericksham,  near  A  spo  Roads*  in 
the  Gulf  of  Finland.  After  dark,  the  boats,  in  which  were 
Lieutenants  James  Ba^litVtrd,  John  J.  Callenan,  Robert 
Pettet,  John  Simpson,  Gawen  Forster,  and  Thomas  Finni- 
more,  and  Lieutenant  of  Marines  William  Willcin,  departed 
on  this  service.  At  lOh,  30m.  p.Ji.  the  attack  began*  and* 
after  a  desperate  and  sanguinary  conflict*  three  of  the  gun* 
boats*  each  mounting  two  long  18-pounders*  and  having 
on  board  between  them  187  men*  together  with  an  armed 
brig*  were  captured  and  brought  off.  The  British  loss  was 
very  severe,  amounting  to  Lieutenant  Callenan,  Second 
Lieutenant  of  Marines  William  Wilkin,  Midshipman  Gor- 
don Carrington,  and  IC  men  killed  ;  and  Captain  Forrest, 
Lieutenant  Forster,  Midshipmen  George  Eivey*  Thomas 
Milne,  and  John  Chalmers,  nnd  46  seamen  and  marines 
wounded.  The  Russians  had  28  killed  and  58  wounded. 
One  of  the  gun*boats  was  so  obstinately  defended*  that 
every  man  of  her  crew,  44  in  number,  was  either  killed  or 
wounded  l>Lfore  fchc  surrendered.  For  the  gallantry  shewn 
by  Captain  Forrest*  he  was  deservedly  advanced  to  post 
rank. 

Ou  the  28th  of  July,  in  the  morning,  the  74-gun  ship 
Excellent,  Captain  John  West*  belonging  to  the  squadron 
of  Captain  William  Hargood*  being  at  anchor  off  Trieste, 
discovered  and  chased  an  enemy's  convoy  into  the  harbour 
of  Duin,  about  four  leagues  to  the  nordiward  of  Trieste. 
At  lOh.  P.M.  the  Acorn  sloop  of  18-gun8,  Captain  Robert 
Clephane,  and  16-gun  brig  Bustard,  Captain  David  Mark- 
land,  with  the  l)o;its  of  the  Excellent,  under  the  orders  of 
Lieutenant  John  Harper,  were  detached  to  get  posses- 
sion of  the  convoy.  About  midnight  the  boats*  covered 
by  the  Acorn  and  Bustard,  pushed  through  a  heavy  fire  into 
the  harbour*  and  while  Captain  Richard  Cummings*  of  the 
marines*  landed  with  a  small  detachment  to  dislodge  the 
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enemy  from  among  the  rocks  and  on  tlie  heights.  Lieu- 
tenant Harper  and  his  party  boarded  and  carried  six 
heavily  armed  Italian  gan-boats,  which  together  with  ten 

laden  vessels  were  brought  off.    Mr.  Katly  Robinson* 

master  of  the  Bustard,  and  seven  seamen  and  maiiiies  were 
wounded. 

On  the  28th  of  July,  a  most  extensive  ctriuciment  sailed 
from  the  Downs,  under  the  command  of  Kear-Admiral  Sir 
Richard  John  Strachan,  containing  nenrly  40,000  troops, 
under  Lieutenant- General  the  Earl  of  (  hntham,  destined 
for  an  attack  upon  the  French  shipping  in  Flushing,  and  for 
fhe  purpose  of  destroying  aU  the  enemy's  works  in  the 
Scheldt,  which  was  to  be  rendered  no  lone^er  navigable  for 
ships  of  war.  This  fleet,  including  niurtur- vessels  and 
about  120  hired  and  revenue  cutters,  tnin-boats,  &c., 
fimounted  in  tlie  wliolo  to  245  vessels  ot  war,  to  which 
were  added  about  400  transports  with  troops. 

The  details  of  the  proceedings  of  this  unfortunate  eiqpe- 
dition  are  neither  sufficiently  interesting,  nor  are  they 
such  as  we  deem  wholly  suitable  to  our  pages.  With  the 
exception  of  the  taking  of  Flushing,  no  advantage  was 
gained  by  this  most  expensive  effort.    In  that  port  were 

found  three  vessels  on  the  stocks,  a  74-gun  ship,  frigate, 
and  brig  ;  the  two  latter  were  destroyed  at  the  evacuation 
of  the  port  in  December,  but  the  timbers  of  the  former  were 
removed  to  Woolwich,  where  they  were  again  put  together, 
and  the  ship  so  built  named  the  Chatham.  A  frigate  of 
1,100  tons  also  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  British,  and 
became  the  38-gun  frigate  Laurel.  The  basin,  arsenal,  and 
sea  defences  of  Flushing  were  destroyed,  and  the  port 
rendered,  for  some  time  at  least,  unfit  for  a  French  tU  })ot ; 
but  more  energy  been  used  by  the  commander  of  the 
land  forces,  it  is  generally  believed  that  the  troops  might 
have  landed,  and  marched  on  to  Antwerp,  This  much  is 
dear,  that  nothing  was  done  at  all  commensurate  with  so 
large  a  force,  and  that  hundreds  of  valuable  lives  were 
wasted  by  the  occupation  of  the  Island  of  Walcheren.  The 
whole  business  was  ill-timed,  and  untoward  in  the  extreme ; 
and  few  who  were  present,  mid  engaged  in  it,  but  still  bear 
about  them  the  effects,  or  unsubdued  portions  of  the  Folder 
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fever,  iiiheront  to  the  low  and  swampy  island  wiiich  for  many 

months  they  were  compeiied  to  inhabit. 

On  the  14th  of  August,  Captain  Ni^bct  J.  Willoughbj, 
in  command  of  the  18-^in  corvette  Otter,  while  cruizing 
off  Cape  Brabant*  Ide  of  France,  observed  a  brig,  a  lugger, 
and  gun«boat,  at  anchor  under  the  protection  of  the 
batteries  of  Riviere  Noire,  Conceiving  that  if  an  unex- 
pected attack  could  be  made  upon  them,  they  miij-ht  be 
brou«i:ht  off,  notwithstanding^  the  powerful  batteries  wliich 
sheltered  them,  Captain  Wili()ui!;hbv  determined  to  make 
the  attempt  with  the  boats ;  and  having  stood  oil'  shore 
until  dark,  regained  the  mouth  of  the  river  at  about  llh. 

At  a  little  before  midnight  the  boats  put  off,  com- 
manded by  the  captain  in  person,  who  embarked  in  a  six- 
oared  gig ;  the  launch  (containmg  about  20  men)  in 
charge  of  Lieutenant  John  Bums,  and  in  the  jolly-boat 
was  Mr.  William  Weiss,  midshipman.  The  plan  was,  that 
the  gig  should  board  tlie  gun-boat,  the  launch  the  brig, 
and  the  jolly-boat  the  lugger.  Covered  by  the  darkness, 
the  three  boats  entered  the  harbour  unperceived ;  but  having 
from  the  same  cause  missed  the  gun-boat,  they  boarded  and 
carried  the  lugger. 

Having  secured  this  vessel.  Captain  WiDoughby  dis- 
patched the  launch  and  jolly-boat  to  board  the  brig,  and 
himself  proceeded  in  search  of  the  missing  gun-bout.  I'hc 
launch  and  jolly-boat  soon  got  alongside  the  brig,  on  the 
deck  of  which  were  drawn  up  a  large  party  of  soldiers  for 
her  defence ;  but  in  the  face  of  a  heav}'  lire  of  musketry 
from  these,  the  British  seamen  boarded,  and,  after  a  smart 
struggle,  overcame  all  resistance.  The  brig's  cable  was  in 
the  meanwhile  cut  by  the  man  left  in  the  launch  for  the 
purpose,  but  not  until  he  had  received  a  severe  wound  in 
the  head  from  the  mate  of  the  bug,  whom  he,  in  return, 
killed  with  a  blow  from  his  axe. 

But  as  the  vessel  was  secured  by  chain «  to  the  shore. 
Captain  Willoughby  (who  after  a  vain  search  for  the  gun- 
boat, during  which  he  had  gone  near  enough  to  be  hailed 
by  a  sentry  on  the  innermost  battery),  on  arriving  on  board, 
finding  that  there  was  no  chance  of  getting  the  prize  away, 
ordered  the  prisoners  to  be  removed,  and  the  vessel  to 
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be  set  on  fire.  Humanity,  however,  being  always  a  leading 
feature  in  this  <:^allaut  otlicer's  character,  he  was  induced  to 
alter  thi«  intention,  in  coiisc  tjnence  of  some  of  the  Ijrii^'s  crew 
l)eing  wounded,  which  would  have  rendered  their  removal 
difficult,  and  probably  injurious  to  them ;  the  vessel  was 
therefore  abandoned»  and  the  three  boats  taking  the  lugger 
in  tow»  caiiied  her  off  in  triumph,  although  exposed  to  a 
tremendous  fire  from  all  the  batteries,  by  this  time  in  a 
state  of  alarm.  In  order  to  give  the  batteries  a  chance  of 
hittinc:  the  ])()ats,  false  fires  were  continually  thrown  up 
from  the  brig,  which  completely  illumined  the  river. 

No  greater  loss  was  sustained  in  this  daring  exploit  than 
one  man  killed  in  the  launch^  and  another  woimded,  with 
the  loss  of  an  arm,  which  was  the  more  remarkable  as  the 
lugger's  masts  were  much  damaged  by  the  fire  from  the 
forts.  Just  as  the  boats  cleared  the  river,  they  were  met 
by  Lieutenant  Thomas  L.  P.  Laughame,  who,  observing  the 
heavy  firing,  was  proceeding  with  the  cutter  to  render  any 
assistance  in  case  it  was  wanted. 

On  the  24th  of  August,  Captam  WiUiam  Hoste,  in  the 
Amphion,  reconnoitred  the  port  of  Cortelazzo.  aituated  be- 
tween Venice  and  Trieste,  in  which  were  discovered  six 
Italian  gun-boats  and  a  convoy  of  trabacculos,  moored  close 
under  a  battery  of  four  •24-pounders  in  the  river  Piavie. 
Finding  it  impracticable,  on  account  of  the  shoalness  of  the 
water,  for  tho  frio:ato  to  enter  the  port.  Captain  Hoste  de- 
termined to  send  in  the  boats.  To  prevent  suspicion  of 
his  design,  the  ship  was  kept  out  of  sight  of  land  until 
the  evening  of  the  26th,  when,  soon  after  midnight,  she 
anchored  at  the  entrance  of  the  Pia\ae.  At  dh.  a.m.  a 
party  of  seamen  and  marines,  under  Lieutenants  Charles 
O.  R.  FhiUott,  George  M.  Jones,  and  lieutenant  of  Ma- 
rines Thomas  Moore,  landed  about  a  mile  to  the  southward 
of  the  battcrv,  leavhiL^  Lieutenant  William  Slaughter  with 
the  boats  to  push  for  the  river  the  moment  he  should  per- 
ceive that  the  fort  was  carried.  At  3h.  15m.  the  alarm 
was  given,  and  at  the  same  instant  Lieutenant  FhiUott  and 
his  party  attacked  the  fort ;  but  although  surrounded  by 
a  ditch  and  a  chevauz-de-inze«  it  was  carried,  and  the 
preconcerted  signal  made  for  the  boats  to  advance.  The 
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guns  of  the  battery  were  then  tamed  on  tlie  gim-boats, 
which  were  also  attacked  by  a  fire  of  musketry  from  Lien* 
tenant  Moore  and  his  marines.  Thus  assailed,  the  gun-boats 

were  boarded  by  Lieutenant  Slaughter  anci  ins  division, 
and,  after  a  slight  opposition,  taken  possession  of,  as  well 
as  two  trabacculos  with  cargoes,  Tvhich  were  brought  otF, 
and  five  others  burnt.  Having  spiked  the  guns  at  the  bat- 
tery  and  totally  destroyed  it,  ti^  boats  returned  to  the  Am- 
pbion  at  Ih.  p.m.,  having  only  one  marine  wounded,  which 
was  almost  entirely  owing  to  the  exceedingly  well  laid  and 
admirably  conducted  plan.  For  his  distinguished  gallantry 
on  this  and  several  previous  occasions.  Lieutenant  Phillott 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  commander. 

On  the  10th  of  September,  the  British  10-srun  brig 
Diana,  Lieutenant  William  Kempthorne,  commander,  when 
standing  into  the  Bay  of  Amarang  at  the  north  end  of  the 
Dutch  island  of  Celebes,  discovered  the  Dutch  14-gun  brig 
Zephyr  lying  at  anchor  close  under  a  fort,  and  secured  by 
two  cables  to  the  shore.  Lieutenant  Kempthorne  resolved 
to  attempt  her  capture  with  the  boats  at  night,  when  the 
laud  breeze  set  in  ;  and,  with  this  intention,  the  Duma  beat 
about  the  bay,  disguised  as  a  merchant  vessel,  until  it  be- 
came dark,  when  the  boats  departed  to  execute  tlii^  hardy 
enterprise*  After  a  fruitless  search  of  two  hours  the  boats 
returned,  and  Lieutenant  Kempthorne,  conjecturing  that,  as 
the  night  was  dark  and  hazy,  the  Zephyr  had  shifted  her 
position,  and  would  try  to  reach  the  dkelter  of  a  strong  fort 
in  the  Bay  of  Monado,  hoisted  in  tiie  boats  and  made  sail 
in  that  direction.  On  the  11th,  at  daylight,  the  enemy 
was  discovered  hull  down  ahead,  and  the  chase  was  conti- 
nued with  much  eaG^erness.  The  sea  breeze  having  set  in 
very  strong,  the  Dutch  captain,  not  liking  to  venture  his 
brig  on  a  lee  shore,  hauled  to  the  wind  and  stood  out  to- 
waxidbs  the  Diana,  until  about  nine  miles  from  the  fort, 
when  the  Zephyr  wore,  and  stood  in  again,  followed  by  the 
Diana.  At  4h.  30m.  p.m.,  the  Zephyr,  being  within  four 
miles  of  Monado  fort,  was  taken  aback  by  the  land  wind, 
while  the  Diana,  still  favoured  by  the  sea  breeze,  succeeded 
in  getting  within  half  gun-shot  of  her  opponent's  Icc-beam 
before  feeling  the  land  breeze,  when  she  also  filled  on  the 
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larlioard  tack.  The  action  then  commenced,  and  after  en- 
gaging about  40  minutes,  the  Zephyr,  encouraged  by  the 
appearance  of  five  gun- boats  sweeping  off  to  her  assist- 
ance*  ran  down  within  pistol-shot  of  the  weather-beam  of 
her  opponent.  Shortly  afterwards,  her  main-topsail  sheet 
bemg  shot  away,  she  fdl  on  board  the  Diana,  and,  just  as 
the  British  crew  were  about  to  board,  hauled  down  her  co« 
lours,  at  about  6h,  40m.  The  Diana,  taking  her  prize  in 
tow,  then  stood  towards  the  gun-buatb,  wuicli  were  sweeping 
down  in  line  upon  her  weather-beam ;  but,  after  receiving 
a  few  sliot  from  the  brig,  they  i)ut  about  and  left  the  Diana 
in  quiet  possession  of  her  prize. 

The  Diana  sustained  little  damage,  and  had  not  a  man 
hurt.  The  Zephyr  was  much  cut  up  in  masts  and  rigging, 
and,  out  of  a  crew  of  45  men  (the  same  in  number  as  the 
Diana's),  had  her  first  lieutenant  and  four  men  killed,  and 
eight  men  wounded,  hor  the  gallantry  and  judgment  he 
displayed  on  this  occasion.  Lieutenant  Kempthorne  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  commander. 

On  the  1 6th  of  September,  it  having  been  determined  on 
by  Commodore  Josiaf?  Rowley  to  attack  the  Harbour  or  Bay 
of  St.  Paul's,  Isle  of  Bourbon  (a  noted  resort  of  French 
cruizers),  a  detachment  of  368  troops,  including  officers, 
embarked  at  Fort  Duncan,  Island  of  Rodriguez,  on  board 
the  36-gun  frigate  N^reide,  Captain  Robert  Corbett ;  Ot- 
ter, Captain  Nesbit  J.  Willoughby;  and  the  Honourable 
Com})any's  armed  schooner  Wasp,  Lieutenant  Watkins  ; 
which  on  the  evening  of  the  18th,  beiii^  off  Port  Louis,  Isle 
of  France,  joined  the  64-gun  ship  Raisonabie,  Commodore 
Rowley ;  and  frigates  Sirius  and  Boadicea,  Captains  Samuel 
Fym  and  John  Hatiey.  On  the  morning  of  tiie  19th,  100 
men  from  the  Raisonabie  and  Otter,  and  the  marines  of  the 
squadron,  136  in  number,  forming  with  the  troops  a  total 
of  604,  including  officers,  were  put  on  board  the  Ndreide, 
and  in  the  evening  the  squadron  stood  towards  Bourbon. 

By  7h.  A.M.  on  the  21st,  the  party  (including  a  division  of 
seamen  commanded  by  Captain  VViiioughby),  having  landed 
without  opposition,  were  in  possession  of  the  batteries  of 
Lambousiere  and  La  Centifere,  when  Captain  Willoughby 
with  his  sailors  turned  the  guns  of  those  batteries  on  the 
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shippings  the  fire  from  which  had  annoyed  the  troops  con* 
flideraUy.  After  defeating  the  enemy  in  a  smart  skinnisb, 
the  British  took  a  third  battery,  named  Le  Neuf ;  but,  the 

French  havinc^  received  a  leinforcement  fruin  tlic  lulls  vjid 
from  the  Caroline  frigate,  the  British  spiked  the  puns  of  the 
first  and  second  batteries,  and  manned  the  battery  of  Le 
Neuf,  which  then  opened  upon  the  French  40-gun  frigate 
Caroline  and  her  consorts.  The  fourth  and  fifth  batteries 
were  also  taken,  and  by  8h.  dOm.  a.m.  the  town  batteries, 
(mounting  together  117  heavy  guns),  magazines,  eight 
field-pieces,  and  all  the  public  stores,  together  with  several 
prisoners,  were  in  possession  of  the  troops  under  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Keating. 

The  British  i^quadron,  having  in  the  meanwhile  stood  into 
the  bay,  opened  a  heavy  fire  upon  the  Caroline  and  two  In- 
diamen— her  prizes— as  weU  as  on  those  batteries,  which, 
being  at  a  distance  from  the  pcnntof  attack,  were  enabled  to 
continue  their  fire.  Having  anchored  in  the  road,  close  off 
the  town  of  St.  Pkul,  measures  were  taken  to  secure  die 
French  ships,  all  of  which,  on  the  near  approach  of  the  Bri- 
tish, had  cut  their  cables  and  drifted  on  shore,  but  were 
soon  got  off  without  having  sustained  any  material  injury. 

Of  the  party  under  Captain  Willoughby,  two  seamen  and 
five  marines  were  killed  ;  and  Lieutenant  £dward  Lloyd, 
of  the  navy,  and  Mathew  Howdcn,  of  the  marines  (Raisoui 
able),  mortally,  and  Lieutenant  of  Marines  Thomas  R«  Fye, 
(Boadicea),  two  seamen,  and  13  marines  wounded,  and 
one  seaman  missing.  Of  the  troops,  eight  were  killed,  40 
wounded,  and  two  missing.  Totsd  :  15  killed,  58  wounded, 
and  three  missing. 

The  ships  captured  were  the  French  40-gun  frigate  Ca- 
roline, of  1,078  tons,  the  late  Company's  ships  Streatham 
and  Europe,  the  14-gun  brig  Ghuppler,  together  with  five 
or  six  smiJler  vessels. 

By  evening  the  demolition  of  the  dififerent  batteries  and 
of  the  magazines  was  completed,  and  the  whole  of  the 
troops  and  seamen  re-embarked. 

On  the  22nd,  in  the  evening,  a  French  force  appearing 
on  the  hills,  Captain  Willoughby  volunteered  his  services, 
and  accordingly  landed  with  a  party  of  seamen  and  de« 
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strayed  the  store-houses  and  public  property,  including^  an 

extensive  government  store  containing  all  the  raw  silk  of 
the  Indiamen,  valued  at  more  than  half  a  million  sterling. 
The  party  re-ernl)arked  without  sustaining*  any  loss.  The 
Caroline  was  commissioned  as  a  British  cruizer,  and  named 
the  Bourbonnaise«  and  Captain  Corbett  appointed  to  com- 
mand her.  The  vacancy  in  the  N^r^ide*  caused  by  Captain 
Corbett's  removal*  was  immediately  filled  by  Captain 
Willoughby,  whose  gallant  conduct  richly  merited  the 

promotion  he  received. 

On  the  1 7th  of  October,  in  the  morning,  the  boats  of 
the  18-2-iin  hrigs  Hazard  and  Pclorns,  Captains  Hugh  Ca- 
meron and  Thomas  Huskisson,  in  which  were  Lieutenants 
James  Robertson  and  Edward  Flinn,  assisted  by  Midship- 
men John  S.  Brisbane,  Hugh  Hunter,  and  Ebenezer  Scott, 
and  William  Fergusson,  Ix^tswain  of  the  Pelorus,  attacked 
a  privateer  schooner  moored  under  tbe  batteries  of  Sainte 
Marie,  Island  of  Guadaloupe.  Although  exposed  for  some 
time  to  a  heavy  tire  of  grape  and  musketrj^  the  schooner 
was  boarded  and  carried ;  but  being  found  moored  to  the 
shore  by  a  chain  secured  round  the  mast-head  and  by  others 
upon  each  quarter,  she  was  set  on  fire  and  soon  afterwards 
blew  up»  In  the  performance  of  this  service  six  men  were 
killed,  and  Lieutenant  Flinn  and  Mr.  Feigusson  much 
burnt  by  the  explosion  of  the  privateer ;  besides  which,  seven 
men  were  wounded  by  the  enemy's  fire. 

On  tlie  2Gth  of  October,  the  French  80-gun  ship  Ro- 
bust and  74-gun  ship  Lion,  belonging  to  the  squadron  of 
Rear- Admiral  Baudin,  which  had  escaped  from  Toulon  with 
Admiral  Ganteaume,  were  driven  on  shore  near  Frontignan, 
in  the  Gulf  of  Lyons,  by  a  squadron  of  six  sail  of  the  line,  com* 
manded  by  Rear- Adnural  George  Martin.  The  French  ships 
were  set  on  fire  by  theur  own  crews,  and  at  lOh.  30m*  p.m. 
blew  up  with  a  tremendous  explosion,  the  British  squadron 
being  at  the  time  becalmed  about  seven  mile^s  (lis  tant  from  them . 
The  remainder  of  a  large  fleet  of  armed  store-ships  and  trans- 
ports, which  had  sailed  with  Admiral  Gjnitcaume  from  Tou- 
lon* bound  to  Barcelona,  now  consisting  of  seven  merchant 
vessels,  in  charge  of  the  8-pounder  I6-gun  store-ship  Lam- 
proie»  Lieutenant  de  Vaisseau  la  Bret^he,  the  two-armed 
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bonil):ircls  Victoire  and  Grondeur,  and  xebeck  Xonnandie, 
having  put  into  the  Bay  of  Rosas,  where  they  Muchored 
under  the  protection  of  several  powerful  batteries.  Lord 
CoUingwood,  having  determined  that  an  attempt  to  cap- 
ture or  destroy  these  vessek  should  he  made»  dispatched 
Captain  Benjamin  Hallowell,  in  the  74-gun  ship  Tigre, 
yntk  a  squadron,  for  tliis  purpose« 

On  the  evening  of  the  3l8t  of  October,  after  dark,  the 
British  siiUiiclrou  bore  up  for  the  Bay  of  Rosas,  and  an- 
cliored  about  five  miles  from  the  town,  except  the  brigs 
Philomel,  Scout,  and  Tuscan,  which  continued  underway  to 
cover  the  boats. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  officers  employed  on 
this  service : — 

TIGRE. 

Lieutenants  John  Tailour,  A.  W.  J.  Clifford,  Edward  Boxer,  Wil- 
liam Waterface,  William  Hamilton,  and  John  13rulton  ;  Mn«ters* 
Mates  James  Caldwell,  Joshua  Kynson  ;  Midshipmen  Dey  Richard 
Syer,  Hon.  Robert  C.  Spencer,  llenry  Favvcett,  Geurge  F.  Bridges, 
George  Sandys,  James  Athill,  Hon.  George  J.  Percival,  James  Mon- 
tagu, and  Frederick  Noel ;  and  Assistant- Surgeon  Alexander  llosack. 

CUMBERLAND. 

Lieutenants  John  Murray,  Richard  Stuart,  and  William  Bradley ; 
Captain  of  Marines  Edward  Baillie  ;  Master's  Mate  John  Webster; 
Midshipmen  Charles  R.  Milboume,  Uenry  Wise,  William  H.  Brady» 
and  Aimesiey  Blackmore. 

APOLLO. 

Lieutenants  James  Begbie,  Robert  C,  Barton,  and  John  Forster; 
"Masters'  Mates  Ileiiry  W.  de  Chair  and  William  Plant ;  Midshipmen 
James  Dunderdale  and  Henry  Lancaster ;  and  Captain's  Clerk  John 
O.  French. 

TOPAZE. 

Lieutenants  Charles  Hammond,  James  Dunn,  William  Rawlins, 
Lord  Balgonie  (Ville  de  Paris),  and  William  Halstead  (marines) ; 
Master *s  Mate  AIe\rin<ler  Boyter;  Carpenter  Tliomas  Canty  ;  and 
^lidshipmen  Joseph  Hume,  Hungerford  Luthili,  and  Harry  ^iichoias. 

▼OliONTAIES* 

LleatenaBts  Dalhousie  TaitjfMonarch),  Samud  Si«oii»  Hon.  J.  A. 
Maude  (Yille  de  Paris),  and  William  Burton  and  Duncan  Campbdi 
(marines);  Masters'  :Mate8  John  Bannatyne  and  Thomas  Bandall; 
Midshipmen  Richard  Harness,  Henry  Lecke,  and  John  Armstead 
(ViUe  de  Paris)  $  and  Carpenter  WUIiam  Middleton. 
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Lieutenants  John  Tarrant  and  the  Hon.  W.  Waldegrave;  and  Mid- 
shipnuud  John  Davy  (firom  the  VUle  de  Paris). 

TUSCAN. 

Lieutenant  Pasco  Dunn;  Masters'  Mates  John  McDougall  and 
Charlea  Gray  (both  from  the  YUIe  de  Paris)  ;  and  Midahipman  John 

The  boats,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Tailour, 
pushed  off  in  perfect  order,  and  as  they  approached  the 
enemy  the  alann  gun  was  fired,  on  which  the  British  sea- 
men gave  three  tremendous  cheers  and  dashed  on,  each 

division  of  boats  to  its  allotted  station.  The  Lamproie  was 
boarded  at  all  points,  and,  notwithstanding  a  very  spirited 
resistance,  was  earned  in  a  few  miiiutes.  The  Vietoire, 
Grondeur,  Norman  die,  and  a  felucca,  although  defended  with 
equal  bravery,  were  captured,  and  this  was  performed  in 
the  face  of  a  heavy  fire  from  the  castle  of  Rosas  and  seve- 
ral other  batteries,  and  of  repeated  volleys  of  musketry  from 
the  troops  which  lined  the  beach.  By  daylight  on  tiie  1st 
of  November  every  French  vessel  of  the  eleven  was  either 
burnt  at  her  moorings,  or  brought  olF. 

The  sustained  l)v  the  British  was  severe.  Lieute- 
nant  1  ait  and  Mr.  Caldwell,  ten  seamen,  and  three  marine^^ 
were  killed;  and  Lieutenants  Taiiour  and  Forster,  Mr. 
Syer,  seven  seamen,  and  one  marine  severely,  and  Lieute- 
nants Stuart,  Maude,  and  Begbie,  Messieurs  Webster,  Bra- 
dy, and  Armstead,  2d  seamen,  and  five  marines  slightly 
wounded.  Total:  15 killed  and 55  wounded.  Lieutenant 
Taiiour  was  immediately  promoted  to  the  rank  of  com- 
mander, and  iMr.  Syer,  whose  wound  was  of  a  very  dange- 
rous description,  was  also  promoted  by  Lord  Collhagwood 
in  a  death  vacancy. 

In  the  month  of  October,  tiie  Islands  of  Zante,  Cephalo- 
nia,  and  their  dependencies,  surrendered  to  a  combined  naval 
and  military  force  under  Captain  John  W.  Spranger,  of  the 
74-gun  ship  Warrior,  and  Brigadier-General  Oswalds 

Cerejo  surrendered  about  the  same  time  to  Captain  Jah- 
leel  Brenton,  of  the  38-gun  frigate  Spartan,  and  a  division 
of  troops  uiuk'r  Major  Ciiarles  W.  Clarke,  of  the  .35th  re- 
giment, as  did  also  Ithaca  to  Captain  George  Crawley,  of 
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the  Philomel  hng,  and  a  detachment  of  troops  under  Cap- 
tain Church. 

On  the  2nd  of  November^  the  ISogon  corvette  Victor* 
Captain  Edward  Stopford,  was  chased  by  the  French  40- 

guu  frigate  Bellone;  and,  at  1  Oh.  p.m.,  after  a  running 
fight,  havinc:  her  m;ilii  and  mizen  masts  wounded,  her  fore- 
topsail-yard  hihot  away,  and  her  riggins-  cut  to  pieces, 
hauled  down  her  colours.  Two  of  the  Victor's  men  were 
wounded. 

On  the  12th  of  December,  while  the  38-gun  frigate  The- 
tisi  now  commanded  by  Captain  George  MUler,  in  company 
with  tiie  brigs  Pultusk,  Achates*  and  Attentive,  Captains 
William  Elliot,  Thomas  Pinto,  and  Lieutenant  Robert  Carr» 

and  schooner  Bacchus,  Lieutenant  Charles  D.  Jeremy,  was 
cruizing  off  Guadidoupe,  the  French  16-gun  biit^  Nisus  was 
ohser%'ed  at  anchor  under  the  protection  of  a  fort  in  the  har- 
bour of  Hayes,  Captain  Miller  resolved  to  attempt  cut- 
ting out  this  vessel,  and  for  that  purpose  dispatched  the 
boats  of  tlie  squadron  with  the  whole  of  the  marines  and  a 
party  of  seamen  under  Captain  Elliott  aasiated  by  lieute- 
nant Nathaniel  Belchier  and  by  lieutenants  of  Marines 
John  Godfrey  RueU  and  Jervis  Cooke.  The  British  landed 
in  the  evening  without  opposition,  and,  having  proceeded 
with  some  difficulty  through  a  thick  wood,  reached  the  rear 
of  the  fort,  which  was  attacked  and  carried  in  a  very  c^al- 
lant  manner,  and  the  garrison  compelled  to  retreat.  Leav- 
ing lieutenant  Belchier  to  destroy  the  battery,  Captsun 
Elliott  supported  by  the  squadron,  and  particularly  by  the 
Attentive,  boarded  and  earned  the  corvette,  wiAout  meet- 
ing any  severer  casualty  than  four  men  wounded.  The 
Nisus,  a  brig  of  340  tons,  was  added  to  the  British  navy 
under  the  name  of  Guadeloupe. 

On  the  14th,  the36-gun  friirate  Melampus,  Captain  Ed- 
w^ard  Hawker,  cruizing  off  Guadaioupe,  after  a  chase  of  28 
hours,  captured  the  French  16-gun  brig  Beamais.  The 
Beamais  had  one  man  killed  and  several  wounded ;  and  two 
men  were  wounded  on  board  die  Melampus  by  the  brig's 
fire.  On  the  17th,  the  Fremh.  16-gun  corvette  Fapilkai« 
consort  of  the  above,  was  captured  by  the  18-gun  corvette 
Rosamond,  Captain  Benjamin  Walker,  without  much  resist- 
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auce.  The  Beamais  and  Papillon  were  botli  added  to  the 
British  navy,  tlie  former  under  the  name  of  Curieux. 

On  the  13th  of  December,  atlh.  p.m.,  latitude  17°  18' 
north,  longitude  57'^  west,  as  the  British  18-pounder  38- 
gun  frigate  Junon,  Captain  John  Shorthand,  in  company 
with  the  IG-gun  brig  Observateur,  Captain  Frederick  Au- 
gustus Wetherall,  were  in  the  act  of  boardii)G^  an  American 
ship,  four  large  sail  were  seen  to  the  northward.  Tliese 
were  the  French  40-gun  frigates  Keuommcc,  Commodore 
Boquebert,  and  Clorinde,  Captain  Saint  Cricq,  having 
under  convoy  the  40-gun  frigates  Loire  and  Seine,  bot^ 
armed  en  fldte,  and  each  mounting  20  guns  (long  18- 
pounders  and  36-pounder  carronades),  laden  with  notary 
stores  from  Nantz,  bound  to  Guadaloupe.    The  Junon  and 
Observateur  made  sail  iii  chd^e,  and  at  4h.  p.m.  the  stran- 
e^ers  were  discovered  to  be  frigates.    At  5h.  the  Junuii 
made  the  private  signal,  on  which  the  strangers  hoisted 
Spanish  colours.    The  Junon,  stiE  running  down  towards 
the  frigates,  made  the  Spanish  private  signal,  which  was 
correctly  replied  to  by  l^e  Renomm^e.   llius  deceived, 
the  Junon  continued  to  approach  the  French  frigates,  until 
at  5h.  30m.,  when  the  enemy  hauled  to  the  wind  in 
line  of  battle  on  the  larboard  tuck.    The  Junon  imme- 
diately shortened  sail,  and,  having  arrived  within  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  of  the  Renommee,  the  latter  re})laced  the  Spanish 
with  a  French  ensign,  and  poured  a  destructive  broadside 
into  the  bows  of  the  British  frigate.    The  Junon  then  bore 
up,  and  ran  under  the  stem  of  ttie  Kenomm^,  pouring  in  a 
raking  broadside*   The  Observateur,  at  about  the  same 
time,  brought  to  on  the  larboard  tack,  and  discharged  her 
broadside  at  the  French  frigate,  but  at  too  great  a  distance 
to  do  much  execution.    I'iie  Clormdt,  the  next  ship  to  the 
commodore,  then  r;tugcd  up  on  the  starboard  beam  of  the 
Junon,  and  between  tliese  ships  a  warm  action  ensued. 
The  Junon  and  Clorinde  had  continued  to  engage  about  ten 
minutes,  when  the  Renomm^,  being  at  some  distance 
ahead  of  the  combatants,  wore  round  on  the  starboard  tack 
and  ran  the  Junon  on  board  on  her  larboard  beam ;  the 
Seine  and  Loire  also  stationed  themselves,  one  ahead  and 
the  other  astern,  of  the  Junon,  and  kept  up  a  gallmg  fire. 
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The  Loire^  having  on  board  200  troops^  after  a  time»  ran 
her  bowsprit  oyer  the  starboard  quarter  of  the  British  fri- 
gate, in  which  position  the  deck  of  the  latter  became  ex- 
posed to  a  dej?tructive  fire  of  musketry. 

In  the  heat  of  the  action,  Captnin  Sliortland  had  one  of 
his  legs  broken  by  a  grape-shot,  and  was  abo  badly  wounded 
by  splinters.  The  command  then  devolved  on  Lieuteneint 
Samuel  Bartlett  Deecker.  The  Junon  was  now  gnq;ipled 
by  the  Clorinde^  and  an  attempt  was  made  to  board  on  the 
starboard  quarter;  butbemg  resisted  by  a  fewmen  led  on  by 
Lieutenant  John  Green,  of  the  marines,  who  nobly  feU 
ill  the  struggle,  the  assault  failed.  The  foresail  being  then 
set,  the  Junon  disengaged  herself  from  her  opponents  ;  but, 
being  again  closed  with,  and  boarded  on  both  sides  at  once, 
the  British  ensign  was  hauled  down. 

The  Junon  commenced  the  action  with  no  more  than 
224  men ;  and,  of  this  number,  had  20,  includrnglieute* 
nant  Green,  killed ;  and  40,  including  Captain  Shordand 
and  some  officers  not  named,  wounded.  The  Observateur, 
having  hauled  to  the  wind,  as  soon  as  the  impossibility 
of  preventing  the  cajjture  of  the  Junon  wajs  observed,  escaped 
without  loss.  The  ]{<:  nommee,  out  of  a  crew  of  360,  had 
15  men  killed  and  only  three  wounded ;  and  the  Clorinde, 
six  killed  and  15  wounded.  The  Loire  and  Seine,  which, 
including  200  troops,  mustered  each  near  400  men,  escaped 
without  loss.  The  damages  of  the  Junon  were  such,  that 
her  captors,  deeming  it  impossible  to  conduct  her  even  to 
Gkiadaloupe,  from  which  they  were  within  two  days*  sail, 
set  her  on  fire ;  and  it  is  a  curious  fact  that  the  £nglish 
pendant  remained  iiyinLi;  over  the  burning  ship  until  the 
masts  fell.  This  is  another  of  those  honourable  defeats 
which  adorn  the  pages  of  British  naval  history. 

On  the  15th,  at  Ih.  p.m.,  the  Observateur  arrived  off 
Basse-Terre,  Chiadaloupe,  and  having  telegraphed  to  the 
38-gun  frigate  Blonde,  Captain  Volant  Vashon  Ballard,  that 
an  enemy's  squadron  of  five  frigates  was  within  six  hours* 
sail  ut  her,  stood  uii  towards  Maitinitiue.  The  Blonde,  in 
company  with  the  3 8- gun  frigate  Thetis,  Captain  George 
Miller,  and  18-guu  sloops  Hazard  and  Cygnet,  Captains 

Hugh  Cameron  and  Mward  Dix,  immediately  made  sail  for 
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the  chaimel,  between  the  Saintes  and  Guadaloupe ;  and« 
on  the  next  day  the  18-gim  brigs  Seorpion  and  Itingdove, 
Captains  Francis  StanfeU  and  William  Dowers,  joined,  and 

were  detached  to  reconnoitre  Basse -Terre. 

On  the  1 7th,  -at  4h.  a.m.,  Captain  William  Roberts,  in  the 
12-poimder  32-gim  frin-ate  Castor,  joined,  with  informa- 
tion, that  on  the  i5tk  he  had  re-captured  a  merchant  ship, 
prize  to  the  Kenomm^  and  consorts ;  and  also  that  the 
Castor  was  afterwards  chased  by  those  ships«  At  daylight 
two  strange  ships  were  seen  to  the  northward.  These 
were  the  Seine  and  Loire,  which  had  separated  from  their 
consorts,  and  were  making  the  best  of  their  w  ay  to  Basse- 
Terre.  Chase  was  immediately  given,  and  at  lOh.  a.m., 
thi'  two  frigates,  finding  themselves  cut  off  from  their  port, 
entt?red  a  cove  named  Anse-la-Barque,  and  anchored  head 
and  stem,  under  the  protection  of  a  strong  battery  on  each 
pdnt  of  the  coye. 

At  2h.  40m.  p.m.  a  battery  on  Point  Lizard,  a  little  to 
the  southward  of  Anse-la-Barque,  having  fired  at  the 
British  squadron  and  struck  the  Ringdove,  Captain  Dowers 
embarked  with  a  party  in  his  boats  ;  and  at  3h.,  having 
landed,  stoimed,  and  carried  the  fort,  of  which  he  spiked 
the  guns,  blew  up  the -magazine,  and  at  4h.  p.m.  returned 
to  the  Ringdove  without  having  sustained  any  loss. 

In  the  evening,  the  12-gun  schooner  Elizabeth,  Lieu- 
tenant Charles  Finch,  joined  company,  and  was  dispatched 
to  sound  the  entrance  to  the  bay,  in  which  Lieutenant 
Finch  succeeded  in  finding  a  safe  anchorage. 

On  the  same  evening,  the  36-gun  frigate  Freija,  Captain 
John  Hayes,  and  the  74-gun  shipSceptre,  Captain  ::SaiiuiclJ. 
Ballard,  arrived  from  Martinique,  just  as  a  Hag  of  truce  came 
otf  Irom  the  shore.  Captain  Ballard,  dismissing  the  Hag  of 
truce,  made  preparation  for  an  immediate  attack.  The 
Blonde  and  Thetis  were  ordered  to  enter  the  bay,  and 
engage  the  French  frigates,  while  the  Sceptre  and  Freija 
cannonaded  the  batteries.  The  Hazard,  Cygnet,  Ringdove* 
and  Elizabeth,  were  ordered  to  take  the  boats  of  the  squa- 
dron in  tow,  wdiich  were  manned  and  armed  ready  for 
immediate  service.  Owing  to  light  winds,  the  frigates 
found  great  diihculty  in  nearing  the  shore ;  but  at  2h. 
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25m.  P.M.  one  of  the  forts  commenced  firing,  and  at  2h« 

40m.  the  Seine  and  Loire  opened  their  fire.  Having  at 
length  arrived  within  [\  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  French 
frigates,  and  witbiii  half  pistol-shot  of  a  fort,  the  Blonde 
anchored  with  springs,  and  opened  iier  starboard  broad^ride  ; 
and  the  Thetis  soon  afterwards  anchored  and  commenced 
firing.  At  dh.  30m.  one  of  the  enemy's  ships  was  dismasted,  • 
and  surrendered;  and  the  Thetis*  which  ship  had  prind* 
pally  engaged  her,  then  brought  her  broadside  to  bear  on 
tiie  fort.  At  4h.  2Qm.  the  remaining  French  fingate  hauled 
do\Mi  her  colours,  and  the  1  blonde  and  Thetis  made  sail  out 
of  reach  of  the  fort.  At  oh.  20m.  p.m.  the  northernmost 
frigate  havinor  caujrht  fire,  blew  u])  with  a  tremendous  ex- 
plosion, and  a  portion  of  the  burning  wreck  falling  on  board 
the  otherfrigate,  sether  on  fire  also,  and  caused  her  des- 
truction.* 

Just  as  tihie  night  was  closing  in,  the  boats  of  the 
squadron,  under  the  order  of  Captain  Cameron,  covered  by 

the  fire  of  the  brigs,  quitted  for  the  shore,  and  landed  under  a 
heavy  hre.  The  British  succeeded  in  storminp:  tlie  fort,  but 
not  witliout  sustaining  ti  serious  loss  in  the  person  of  Captain 
Cameron,  who  was  wounded  by  a  musket  ball,  while 
gallantly  hmiling  down  the  French  colours,  and  afterwards 
killed  by  a  grapo  shot,  as  he  was  stepping  into  his  boat  to 
return  to  the  Hazard,  after  having  so  well  executed  the 
service  he  was  sent  to  perform.  The  jnincipal  loss  was 
sustained  by  the  Blonde  and  Thetis ;  tiie  former  had  her 
first  heutenant,  George  Jenkins,  Mr.  Edward  Freeman, 
master's  mate,  four  seamen,  and  two  marines  killed ;  and 


*  Captain  Shortland,  a  most  valuable  and  distinguished  officer,  was 
removed  from  one  of  the  French  ships  to  the  shore.  He  hrifl  suffered 
the  ampntation  of  his  right  leg  above  the  knee,  and  of  a  finger,  but  had 
there  been  a  probability  of  saving  his  life,  other  operations  would  have 
been  necessary.  Ilis  sufferings,  when  the  Castor  hove  in  sight,  in 
being  removed  from  the  captain's  cabin  to  thegua-room,  were  extreme, 
and  not  less  so,  when  remoyed  from  the  frigate  to  the  shore,  and  in 
bdag  conveyed  IS  miles*  in  a  scorchiiig  son,  to  tiie  hospitaL  After 
being  miable  to  at  up  In  his  bed  during  flie  Atb  weeks  snbseqfiient  to 
his  capture,  Captmn  Shortland  expired  on  tiie  2l8t  of  January,  1810. 
General  Emouf  paid  every  possible  respect  to  Ids  lemainSf  and  he  was 
bniied  at  BasBe-Tenre,  with  military  honoars* 
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Lieutenant  Caesar  W«  lUchardson,  Mr.  TLomas  liobotham« 
midshipman,  ten.  seamen,  and  four  marines  wounded :  the 
Thetis  had  six  seamen  wounded  :  total,  including  Captain 
Cameron,  of  the  Hazard,  nine  killed  and  22  wounded. 

At  the  capture  of  Ghiadaloupe,  lieutenant  Deecker  and 
the  sun^ving  officers  of  the  Junon,  which  had  been  landed 
with  Captam  Shortlaud  from  the  Loire  and  Seine,  were 
released  ;  and  on  the  20th  of  February  were  honourably 
acquitted  by  a  court-niartid,  for  the  loss  of  the  Junon, 
and  lieutenant  Deecker  strondy  recommended  for  pro- 
motion, which  was  attended  to.  The  second  and  third 
lieutenants  of  the  Junon,  George  V.  Jackson  and  Henry 
Conn,  had  been  taken  on  board  l£e  Renomm^e,  which  ship, 
with  the  Clorinde,  anchored  in  Brest  Road  on  the  23rd  of 
January,  1810. 
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On  the  10th  of  January,  Captain  liichard  Arthur,  in  the 
10-gun  bri*^  Cherokee,  perceiving  seven  lugorer  privateers 
lying  within  200  vards  of  the  pier-head  of  Diejipe,  resolved 
to  attack  them,  and  at  Ih.  a.m.  on  the  llth»  ^voured  with 
a  leading  wind,  the  Cherokee  stood  in,  and  running  be- 
tween two  of  the  luggers,  laid  one  on  board ;  which,  after  a 
froitlesB  attempt  to  board  the  brig,  was  carried.  The 
vessel  proved  to  be  the  Aimable  Nelly,  of  106  tons,  mount- 
ing 1 6  guns,  with  a  crew  of  60  men,  of  whom  two  were 
killed  and  eight  \\  ouuded.  The  remaining  luggers  kept  up 
n  smart  fire  of  musketry ;  but  the  Cherokee  succeeded  in 
carrying  otf  her  prize.  Lieutenant  Vere  Gabriel,  and  Mr. 
James  Kalph,  boatswain,  were  the  only  sufferers  upon  this 
occasion,  both  of  whom  were  wounded  in  the  hand.  Captain 
Arthur,  for  this  very  dashing  exploit,  obtained  post  rank. 

On  the  11th  of  January,  the  18-gun  brig  Scorpion* 
Captain  Francis  Stanfell,  was  detach^  'from  a  squadron 
under  Cajitain  Volant  V.  Ballard,  in  the  38-gmi  frigate 
Blonde,  stationed  off  Basse-Terre,  Guaddoupe,  to  bring 
out  a  French  brig  at  anchor  near  the  shore.  At  9h. 
P.M.  the  bcorpion,  while  proceeding  in  search  of  the  in- 
tended object  of  attack,  which  was  the  French  16-gun  brig 
Oreste,  lieutenant  de  Vaisseau  Mousnier,  perceived  her  just 
coming  out,  having  cleared  the  north  point  of  the  bay.  All 
sail  was  instantly  made  in  chase,  and  assisted  by  the  sweeps, 
the  Scorpion  at  lib.  p.m.  brought  the  French  brig  to 
action,  which  was  protracted  until  Ih.  30m.  a.m.  on  the 
12th,  wlien  the  Oreste  surrendered.  In  the  course  of  the 
engagement,  the  Scorpion  had  to  sustain  the  fire  of  a 
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battery  on  a  point  of  the  land«  by  which  her  ringing  and 

sails  were  much  cut.    The  Blonde's  barge  arrived  up  just 

as  the  Oreste  had  surrendered,  and  assisted  in  taking  posses- 
sion of  the  prize.  The  Scorpion  had  four  nun  ^Yuunded,  and 
the  Oreste  two  men  killed  and  ten  wounded.  The  prize 
was  added  to  the  firitisb  navy^  by  the  name  of  Welling* 
ton. 

On  the  12th  of  January,  the  36-gun  frigate  Frrija, 
Captain  John  Hayes,  while  cruizing  off  Gruadaloupe,  dis- 
covered a  brig  and  two  other  vessels  in  Baie  Mahaut.  At 
9h.  15m.  P.M.  four  boats,  under  the  orders  of  Lieutenant 
David  Hope,  assisted  by  Lieutenant  of  Marlni>  J uhn 
Shillibeer,  Muster's  Mate  A.  G.  Countess,  and  Mr.  bamuel 
firay,  gunner*  pushed  off  from  the  frigate  to  endeavour  to 
cut  them  out ;  and  after  experiencing  great  difficulty  in 
finding  a  passage.  Lieutenant  Hope  detamed  a  fisherman, 
from  whom  he  learnt,  that  a  detachment  of  troops  had 
arrived  at  Baie  Mahaut  on  that  evening  from  Pointe-a-Pitre. 
Undismayed  by  this  information,  the  boats  proceeded,  and 
having  arrived  within  a  short  distance  of  the  north-east 
point  of  the  harbour,  were  saluted  by  a  fire  of  grape  from 
two  batteries.  The  brig,  having  brought  her  six  guns  on 
one  side  to  bear,  also  opened  on  the  boats,  which  were 
likewise  fired  at  from  men  concealed  in  the  bushes  on  the 
banks.  The  boats,  however,  pushed  forward,  and  the  brig 
was  boarded;  the  Frenchmen  escaping  to  the  shore. 
Leaving  Mr.  Bray  with  a  few  hands  on  board  the  brig, 
with  directions  to  cover  his  landing,  Lieutenant  Hope 
pushed  for  the  shore  ;  but  although  the  boat?;  grounded  at 
so  great  a  distance,  that  the  oihcers  and  men  had  to  wade 
up  to  their  waists  to  get  to  the  beach,  they  persevered  and 
reached  the  first  battery,  from  which  the  enemy  retreated  as 
the  Biitish  advanced,  posting  themselves  bdbind  a  bride 
breastwork,  from  whence  they  opened  a  fire  of  musketry. 
The  Frenchmen  were,  however,  quickly  dislodged  from  this 
position  by  the  bayonets  of  the  marines.  The  battery 
mounted  one  24 -pounder  and  six  howitzers.  Tlie  gun 
was  hove  over  tiie  cliff,  the  howitzers  buried  in  the  sand, 
and  the  battery  and  magazine  destroyed.  Lieutenant 
Kixpe,  determined  to  finish  his  work,  then  dashed  at,  and 
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carried  the  second  battery,  mounting  three  24-poimder8, 
which  were  spiked,  and  the  carriages  and  guard<hou8e  de« 
Btroyed.  Lieutenant  Hope  with  his  party  tiien  retained  to 
tiie  brig,  which  was  by  this  time  fieist  in  tiie  mud,  the  crew 

having  cut  her  cabl<  >  previou.^ly  to  quitting  her  ;  but,  Lifter 
great  exertions,  she  wns  got  alloat.  Near  to  the  brig  were 
a  large  ship,  and  a  schooner  on  the  mud,  which  were  des- 
troyed. Having  thus  completed  this  task,  the  brig  was 
taken  in  tow  by  the  boats,  and  carried  off.  What  renders 
this  feat  the  more  surprising  is,  that  only  two  men  of  the 
party  were  wounded.  Owing  to  tbe  partial  suppression  of 
the  official  letter  of  Captain  Hayes,  Lieutenant  Hope  lost 
for  some  years  the  promotion  which  was  due  to  his  valour 
and  ability. 

On  the  Gth  of  February,  the  Island  of  Guad.Llonpe  was 
surrendered  to  a  British  squadron,  under  the  command  of 
Vice- Admiral  the  Honourable  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane,  and 
a  body  of  txoopB  under  Lieutenant  General  Sir  Oeoige 
Beckwith. 

On  the  10th  of  February,  latitude  25^  22' north,  longitude 
61^  37^  west,  the  10-gun  schooner  Thistle,  lieutenant 

Peter  Procter,  brought  to  action,  at  oh.  p.m.,  the  Dutch 
corvette  Havik,  pierced  for  18  guns,  but  mountinc;  only  10 
(six  lonq-  4-pounders  and  four  two-pound  swivels),  with  a 
complement  of  52  men  and  boys,  ha\ing  on  board  the 
Batavian  Rear-Admiral  Buyskes,  and  valuably  laden.  The 
engagement  continued  until  6h.  45m*,  when  the  Havik  made 
all  sail  before  the  wind ;  but  at  8h.  dOm.  the  Thistle  again 
got  alongside,  and,  after  some  smart  firing,  compelled  the 
Havik  to  surrender.  The  Thistle,  out  of  a  crew  of  50  men 
and  boys,  had  oni;  marine  killed,  and  her  commander  and 
six  men  woiindcd  ;  and  on  board  the  Havik,  one  man 
was  killed,  aiicl  the  Dutch  admirnl  and  seven  men  bndly 

wounded.  Ldeutenant  Procter  received  his  promotion  in 
consequence. 

On  the  dth  of  February,  the  French  40-gun  fiigate 
N^r^e,  Captain  Lemaresquier,  unaware  of  the  surrender 
of  Ghiadaloupe,  arrived  off  Basse-Terre  at  night,  and  sent  a 
boat  on  shore  for  a  pilot.  At  daylight  discovering  that  the 
island  was  in  the  possession  of  the  British,  the  frigate  made 
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all  sail,  and  altliougli  pursued  by  a  squadron  of  one  74-guii 
ship  and  four  frigates,  and  by  the  Blonde  in  particular, 
effected  her  escape. 

On  the  Idth  the  N^r6ide  was  discovered  off  Abaco  Point, 
St.  Domingo,  endeavouring  to  proceed  through  the  wind- 
ward passage,  by  ^  22-gun  ship  Rainbow,  Oaptain  James 
Wooldridge,  which  gaUantly  pursued  her;  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  14th,  when  within  about  a  mile  of  the 
French  frigate,  the  18-gun  brig  Avon,  Captain  Henry  T. 
Frazer,  hove  in  sight  on  the  larboard  bow,  and  joined 
in  the  pursuit,  standing  across  theNereide.  At  Ih.  15m. 
P.M.  the  N^r^ide  (naming  with  the  wind  on  her  lar- 
board quarter)  fired  her  main-deck  stem-chasers  at  the 
Rainbow,  and  shortly  afterwards  cut  away  her  stem  boat 
in  order  to  be  able  to  fire  her  quarter-deck  chase  guns.  A 
shot  about  this  time  cut  away  the  Rainbow's  larboard  fore 
topmast,  studding  sail  boom,  and  at  oli.  30m.  theN^r^ide, 
having  hauled  up  about  south-west  to  avoid  the  Avon,  was 
enabled  to  fire  her  larboard  broadside  at  the  Rainbow. 
The  British  ship  then  hauling  up,  brought  the  N^r6ide  to 
dose  action,  until  4h.,  at  which  time  the  Avon  arrived  up, 
and  poured  in  a  smart  raking  broadside  into  the  stem  of 
the  enemy.  At  41l.  5m.  the  N€r&de,  having  disabled  the 
masts  and  cut  away  the  greater  part  of  the  standing  and 
running  rigging  of  the  Rainbow,  wore  round,  and  opened 
her  fire  upon  the  Avon,  and  after  a  running  fiprht  between 
these  ill-matched  combatants,  which  lasted  till  .Oh.  p.m.  (by 
which  time  the  Avon  was  in  a  worse  condition  than  the 
Rainbow),  the  N^r^ide  made  sail  to  the  northward  and  left 
her.  Owing  to  the  high  firing  of  the  French  higate,  the 
Rainbow  had  only  ten  men  wounded.  The  Avon  was 
much  disabled  in  the  hull,  and  had  one  man  killed  and  one 
mortally  wounded ;  and  Acting  Lieutenant  Curtis  Reid, 
one  midsliipnian,  and  five  men  severely  w^ouuded.  This 
action,  with  a  ship  so  much  -upcrior  in  force  to  the  two 
vessels,  reflects  the  highest  honour  on  the  British  captains, 
and  the  officers  and  men  under  their  command. 

On  the  Idth  of  February,  eight  boats  belonging  to  a 
British  squadron  lying  in  Basque  Roads,  consisting  of  the 
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80-g\m  ship  Christian  VII.,  Captain  Sir  Joseph  Sydney 
Yorke,  and  frigates  Ariiude  and  Seine,  Captains  Lucius 
Hardy  man  and  David  Atkins,  were  dispatched,  under  the 
orders  of  Lieutenant  Henry  G.  Giiiun,  to  destroy  three 
vessels  which  had  grounded  on  the  reef  oif  Point  Ghatillon. 
As  the  heats  advanced,  nine  French  gun-boats,  each  armed 
with  a  12-pounder  carronade  and  six  swivebt  pulled  out 
from  the  Isle  d'Aix,  to  prevent  the  boats  from  carrying 
their  project  into  effect.  Lieutenant  Guion,  in  order  to 
draw  the  enemy  within  his  reach,  feigned  a  retreat ;  but 
having  reached  a  sulHcient  distance,  altered  his  rmir-c  and 
pulled  direct  for  the  puii-l)uats.  They  immediately  re- 
treated ;  but  Lieutenant  Guion,  in  the  barge  of  the  Christian 
VII.,  laid  one  of  the  French  boats  alongside,  and  gallantly 
carried  her  without  loss.  Lieutenant  Samuel  Roberts,  of 
the  Armide,  continued  the  pursuit  of  the  remainder,  but 
was  imable  to  overtake  them ;  he,  however,  having  dxivea 
away  the  defenders  of  the  chasse-mar^es,  boarded  and  set 
fire  to  them.  Lieutenant  Guion  was  shortly  afterwards 
promoted  to  the  rank  uf  coninuiiider. 

On  the  1 7th  of  February,  the  Dutch  Island  of  Amboyna 
capitulated  to  a  squadron,  consisting  of  the  38-gun  frigate 
Dover,  Captain  Edward  Tucker ;  44-gun  frigate  Comwallis, 
Captain  William  A.  Montagu;  and  18-gun  sloop  Sama<* 
rang.  Captain  Richard  Spencer,  in  which  was  embarked  a 
party  of  the  Madras  European  regiment.  The  proceedings 
which  led  to  this  conquest  luilect  mucii  honour  on  all  cun- 
cerned,  and  it  was  accomplished  with  no  cfreater  loss  than 
two  privates  of  the  Madras  regiment,  one  .<ejiinRn,  and  one 
marine  killed  ;  and  lour  soldiers  and  lour  seamen  wounded. 
Lieutenant  Charles  Jefferys,  of  the  Dover,  received  a  blow 
on  the  breast  from  a  spent  grape-shot,  but  did  not  quit  his 
post.  An  armed  brig  and  two  cutters  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  captors.  This  success  led  to  the  capture  of  several 
other  valuable  islands  dependent  on  Amboyna,  and  also  of 
the  Iiikuid  of  Maucido  uud  its  dependencies. 

On  the  21st  of  Februar\%  latitiuk>  33^  10'  north,  lonLn- 
tude  29°  3(y  west,  the  3b-guu  frigate  Horatio,  Captain 

George  Scott,  fell  in  with,  and,  after  a  long  chase  and  a 
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running  fight  of  one  hour,  captured  the  French  frigtitc-built 
store-ship  N^cessite,  mounting  26  guns,  with  a  crew  of 
186  men,  commanded  hy  Lieutenant  Bonnie. 

On  the  16th  of  Aprils  the  fortresa  and  island  of  St. 
Maura  surrendered  to  a  British  squadron,  consisting  of  the 
74-gun  ships  Magnificent  and  Montagu,  Captains  Oeorge 
Eyre  and  Richard  H.  Mowbray ;  frigates  Belle  Poule  and 
Leoiiidas,  Captains  James  Brisbane  nnd  Ausehn  Johii  Giif- 
fiths  ;  and  16-gun  brig  Imogenc,  Cuptain  Williniu  Ste- 
phens, together  with  a  body  of  troops  under  Brigadier- 
General  Oswald.  Captain  Eyre  received  a  severe  wound 
in  the  head,  and  Captain  Stephens  in  the  foot»  in  storming 
one  of  the  forts ;  and  in  the  whole  the  loss  amounted  to  16 
officers  and  men  killed,  86  wounded,  and  17  missing  of  the 
army  ;  and  of  the  navy,  two  seamen  and  six  marines  killed  ; 
and  Captains  Eyre  and  Stephens,  Lieutenant  Vernon  Lain- 
phier.  Captain  and  Lieutenant  of  Marines  William  H.  Snowe 
and  Arthur  Morrison,  six  seamen,  and  27  marines  wounded. 
Total:  24  killed,  127  wounded,  and  17  missing.  The 
IVench  garrison  at  the  capitulation  amounted  to  714  offi- 
cers and  men. 

On  the  nth  of  April,  the  British  10-gun  cutter  Sylvia, 
lieutenant  Augustus  V.  Dnuy,  commander,  cruizing  in 

the  Straits  of  Sunda,  engaged  and  sunk  a  large  lugger- 
rigged  proa,  which  mounted  three  long  IS-pounders ;  and 
on  the  26th,  while  cruizing  off  MidrUcburg,  on  the  coast  of 
Java,  three  armed  brigs,  accompanied  by  two  luii^-sail  ves- 
seb,  were  observed  standing  in  for  Batavia.  The  Sylm 
chased  and  brought  the  stemmost  brig  to  action ;  which, 
after  a  contest  of  20  minutes'  duration,  she  captured.  The 
prize  was  the  Dutch  national  brig  Echo,  of  e^ht  6 -pounders 
and  46  men.  The  Sylvia,  out  of  her  small  crew  of  44  men 
luid  boys,  had  four  incii  killed  and  three  wounded ;  the 
Dutch  brig,  three  killed  and  seven  wounded.  Tlic  other 
brigs,  fortunately  for  the  Sylvia,  did  not  offer  to  support 
their  consort,  but  made  ail  sail  away,  leaving  two  lugger- 
rigged  transports,  each  mounting  two  long  9-pounders  and 
defended  by  60  men,  laden  with  artillery  stores,  to  be- 
come the  prizes  of  the  Sylvia.  On  the  2nd  of  May,  Lieute- 
nant Drury  received  the  meed  of  his  bravery — promotion. 
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On  the  4th  of  April,  as  the  d2-gim  fiigate  Suooess,  Cap- 
tain  John  Ayscough,  and  18-giin  brig  Espoir,  Captain  Ro- 
bert Mitford,  were  nrnning  alone^  the  coast  of  Calabria^ 

three  vessels  were  discovered  on  the  bcacb  near  Caitiglione. 
The  boats  of  the  two  ships,  under  Lieutenants  George  Rose 
Sartorius  and  Robert  Oliver,  with  Masters*  Mates  George 
L.  Goates  and  Richard  Pearce,  were  sent  to  destroy  them ; 
but,  having  arrived  within  musket-shot  of  the  shore^  three 
of  die  boats  struck  on  a  sunken  rock  and  swamped^  by 
which  accident  two  seamen  were  drowned,  and  all  the  am- 
munition spoiled.  The  remaining  officers  and  men  swam 
to  the  beach  with  their  cutlasses  in  their  mouths,  and, 
although  exposed  to  a  smart  fire  from  two  B-pounders  and 
four  wall- pieces,  Lieutenant  Sartorius  and  his  party  cral- 
lantly  rushed  on  and  gained  possession  of  the  battery. 
Having  set  the  vessels  on  fire,  spiked  the  guns»  and  de- 
stroyed the  carriages,  the  three  swamped  boats  were  reco- 
vered, and  this  gidlant  party  returned  to  their  ships  with 
no  additional  loss,  and  only  two  marines  wounded* 

On  the  12th  of  April,  the  32-gun  frigate  Unicom,  Cap- 
tain Alexander  Hubert  Kerr,  being  off  the  Isle  of  Ilhe,  cap- 
tured the  late  British  22-gun  ship  La  uul,  then  named  the 
Esperance,  armed  en  flute,  from  the  Isle  of  France,  with  a 
valuable  cargo  oi  colonial  produce.  The  Laurel  was  restored 
to  the  British  navy  under  the  name  of  Laurestlnas. 

On  the  24th  of  April,  Captain  Nesbit  J.  Willoughby, 
in  the  36-gun  frigate  N^r^de,  arrived  off  the  Isle  of  France, 
from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  where  he  fell  in  with  a 
squadron  under  Captain  Henry  Lambert,  which  had  been 
also  sent  from  the  Cape  to  cruize  off  the  Mauritius,  and 
endeavour  to  capture  or  destroy  the  enem^^'s  possessions  in 
those  parts.  Captain  Willoughby  was  immediately  dis- 
patched by  Captain  Lambert  to  cruize  off  the  south-east 
coast  of  the  island ;  and,  arriving  off  the  river  Noire,  dis- 
covered a  large  ship  at  anchor  between  two  forts,  which  the 
N^reide  worked  in  and  opened  fire  upon.  This  was  the 
French  40-gmi  frigate  Astr^e,  the  captain  of  which,  having 
learnt  that  a  British  squadron  was  cruizing  off  the  island, 
had  put  in  there  for  shelter. 

On  the  30th  of  April,  still  examining  this  part  of  the 
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coast,  Captain  Willougliby  observed  a  large  merchant  shi]> 
at  the  anchorage  of  Jacolet,  lying  within  pistol-shot  of 
two  batteries  commanding  the  entrance  to  the  harbour. 
Notwithstanding  the  formidable  nature  of  the  obstacles  to 
the  success  of  the  enterprise^  Captain  Willoughby  deter- 
mined to  attempt  to  cut  this  ship  out>  and  mth  this  object  tiie 
boats,  in  charge  of  the  captain  in  person,  manned  with 
60  seamen  and  the  same  number  of  marines,  quitted  the 
ship  at  midnight.  In  the  Ijonts,  besides  Captain  Wil- 
loughby, were  Lieutenants  John  Burns,  Thomas  L.  P.  Tvaug- 
harne,  and  Henry  C.  Deacon,  and  Lieutenants  of  Marines 
Thomas  S.  Cox  and  Thomas  H.  W.  Debrisay.  The  party 
was  aooompamed  by  an  exceUent  pibt,  a  black  inhabitant 
of  the  island,  and  having  by  his  guidance,  tiiough  with  diffi- 
culty, entered  the  intricate  passage  to  the  anchorage,  and 
reached  the  only  accessible  landing  place  (although  even 
there  the  surf  was  half  filling  the  boats),  the  French  na- 
tional 4-gun  schooner  Estafette,  at  anchor  close  under 
the  batteries,  gave  the  alarm.  Both  batteries  and  two 
field-pieces  immediately  directed  their  fire  towards  the  spot, 
and  on  landing,  the  party  also  became  exposed  to  a  smart 
fire  of  musketry.  In  ten  minutes,  however,  from  this  time, 
the  nearest  battery,  mounting  two  long  12-pounders,  was 
carried  by  assault  i  and,  huving  spiked  the  guns.  Captain 
Willougliby  and  his  gallant  followers  pu-licJ  on  for  a 
guard-house  in  the  rear,  wliich  wris  protected  by  two  field- 
pieces,  about  70  soldiers,  and  a  large  party  of  militia. 

This  party,  while  the  British  were  capturing  and  spiking 
the  guns  of  the  battery,  had  attacked  the  men  left  in  charge 
of  the  boats,  and  had  driven  them  into  the  harbour,  but 
now  opened  fire  upon  the  British  nuun  body.  The  signal 
was  given  for  the  seamen  and  marines  to  charge,  and  the 
enemy  fled  before  them  in  all  directions,  leaving  the  field- 
pieces  and  their  commanding  officer,  Lieutenant  llockman 
(who  was  in  the  act  of  spiking  the  Heid-pieces),  to  be  taken 
possession  of  by  the  assailants. 

"Hitherto,"  says  Captain  Willoughby,  in  his  official 
letter,  twilight  had  concealed  from  view  the  force  of  the 
Britidi,  but  fiill  day  now  shewed  the  N6reide's  small 
band  of  volunteers  to  the  enemy,  whose  strongest  battery 
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was  still  unsubdued,  and  to  gain  which  it  was  necessary  to 
cross  the  river  Le  Galet."  The  pass  was  defended  hy  the 
commandant  of  the  Savaxmah  district,  vith  a  strong  body 
of  militia,  and  two  long  12*pounder8»  withdrawn  from  the 
battery  on  the  right.  In  consequence  of  heavy  rains  the 
river  had  so  much  swollen,  and  the  stream  become  so  rapid, 
that  the  tallest  of  the  party  could  scarcely  wade  across  ; 
but  this  difficulty  was  surmounted  by  those  who  could 
swim,  and  the  remainder  were  assi^^ted  across  by  their  taller 
companions*  The  parly»  but  with  the  loss  of  the  greatest 
part  of  their  ammunition,  at  length  reached  the  opposite 
bank,  and  having  landed,  the  g^Uant  feUowa  giving  three 
cheers,  charged  the.enemy  at  the  pointof  Quit  bayonets^ 
and  the  hill  and  tiie  gons,  as  well  as  the  battery,  with  the 
colours,  were  quickly  in  their  possession.  The  commandant, 
Colonel  Colgard,  remained  a  prisoner;  but  the  militia  men, 
with  a  speed  truly  astonishing,  left  the  Jkitish  without  a 
chance  of  overtaking  them.  Captaia  Willoughby  adds,  in 
reference  to  this  anccess,  "  Nor  do  I  think  an  officer  or  man 
of  the  party  except  myself  had  an  anxious  thought  for  the 
result  of  ttus  unequal  affiEor." 

Having  spiked  the  guns  and  a  mortar,  burnt  and  de* 
stroyed  their  carriages,  as  well  as  the  works  and  magazine, 
and  a  quantity  of  naval  and  military  stores.  Captain  Wil- 
loughby was  upon  the  point  of  rctumiiio^  to  his  ship,  when 
the  party,  which  had  been  driven  from  the  hrst  battery,  ral- 
lied, and,  reinforced  by  a  strong  body  of  the  militia  and  bour- 
geois inhabitants,  made  a  vigorous  show  of  resistance ;  but 
Captain  Willoughby  having  made  a  movement  indicative  of 
a  design  to  cut  o£f  their  retreat,  the  French  nulitia,  regulars, 
and  all,  again  proved  their  great  speed,  and  left  tfie  British 
to  repass  the  river  Galct,  and  return  unmolested  to  their 
boats.  After  destroying  the  sisrnal-station  and  a  flag-staff 
one  mile  inshore.  Captain  Willoughby  re-embarked,  brinc^- 
ing  away  tiie  French  schooner  (which  the  midshipman  and 
party  leift.  in  charge  of  the  boats  had  bonrdcd)  and  two  field- 
pieces,  \sdth  which  he  joined  the  Ner^ide  in  the  oflEuog. 
This  gallant  service  was  performed  with  no  greater  loss 
than  one  marine  killed ;  and  Lieutenant  Deacon,  four  sea- 
men, and  two  marines  wounded;  although  the  force  to 
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which  they  had  bc€U  opposed  could  not  have  been  less  than 
600  trooj)s.    The  ^^hip  in  the  harhour  was  an  American, 

and  although  by  right  forfeited  for  having  broken  the  block- 

ade,  'was  not  molested. 

On  the  N^reide's  joining  the  squadron  off  Port  Louis, 
Captain  Lambert  sent  in  a  flag  of  truce ;  when  Colonel  Col- 
gard,  the  commander  of  the  captured  schooner,  and  other 
officers  and  men,  made  prisoners  on  the  occasion,  \\  ere  ex- 
chan^^red  for  39  British.  But  the  chief  advantages  derived 
from  (Japtiiin  Willoughby's  gallant  exploit  were,  an  instance 
of  the  practicability,  i)reviously  doubted,  of  making  a  de- 
scent upon  the  Isle  of  France,  and  a  proof  that  the  chief 
part  of  their  military  force  consisted  of  militia,  respecting 
whose  prowess  very  conclusive  evidence  had  been  thereby 
obtained.^ 

On  the  12th  of  May,  while  the  38-gun  frigate  Spartan, 
Captain  Jahleel  Brenton,  in  company  with  the  Success, 
was  cruizing  off  the  Island  of  I  schia,  the  French  40- gun  fri- 
gate Ceres,  28-gun  ship  Fama,  8-gun  brig  Sparvieie,  and 
cutter  Achille,  were  discovered  and  chased  close  into  the  Mole 
of  Naples.  Captain  Brenton,  feeUng  satisfied  that  the 
French  commodore  would  not  again  put  to  sea  while  there 
were  two  frigates  before  Naples,  dispatched  Captain  Ays- 
cough,  in  the  Success,  to  cruize  off  Capri,  after  which  the 
Spartan  stood  in  towards  Naples.   Prince  Murat  had,  how- 

*  On  the  15th  of  June,  while  the  Boadicea  and  Nercide  were 
watering  on  Isle  Platte,  li  serious  accident  happened  to  Captain  Wil- 
loughby,  who,  while  in  the  act  of  exercising  a  party  at  suiall  arms, 
was  dieadftdfy  wounded  by  the  bursting  of  his  mugket  The  explo- 
sion infficted  a  dangerous,  and  what  was  at  first  thooj^t  to  be  a  mor- 
tal wound.  His  lower  jaw  on  the  right  side  was  badly  fractured,  and 
his  neck  so  lacerated  that  the  windpipe  was  laid  bare.  For  three  weeks 
the  captain  was  unable  to  speak ;  bat  by  the  skilfal  exertions  of  Mr. 
George  Peter  Martyn,  the  surgeon,  dded  by  a  good  bahit  of  body, 
after  some  time,  the  wound  healed,  but  not  until  a  painful  exfoliation 
of  the  jaw-bone  had  taken  y>laee.  Tliis  eaUHnt  officer,  when  a  heute- 
nant  of  the  Royal  George,  was  j-erion-ly  injured  on  the  Isle  of  Prota,^ 
at  the  Dardanelles,  where  he  received  tw(»  jiistol  or  musket  balls,  one 
of  which  entered  his  left  jaw,  while  another,  parsing  up  his  left  nostril, 
lodged  hi  some  part  of  Ids  head  from  whence  it  has  not  to  tiini  day, 
webetiere,  been  extracted. 
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ever,  previously  determined  diat  an  attadc  ahonld  be  made 

upon  the  two  British  frigates,  on  theur  reappearing  off  the 

port ;  and  had  ordered  400  SwibS  troops  to  embark  on 
board  the  frigate  and  corvette,  and  appointed  seven  l-ary^e 
gun-boats  to  accompany  the  squadron  in  the  attempt  to  be 
made  upon  the  enemy. 

On  the  3rd,  at  5h.  Atiii*,  as  the  Spartan  was  standing  in 
for  Naples,  on  the  starboard  tack«  with  a  light  air  from 
south-east,  and  about  midway  between  Cape  Misano  and 
the  Island  of  Capri,  the  I>Vench  squadron  was  discovered 
right  ahead,  distant  six  miles,  and  standing  off  shore  on  the 
larboard  tack.  Tiie  enemy's  force  was  as  follows  : — C^r^s, 
an  18-pounder  frigate,  mouutinp;'  in  all  42  guns,  with  a 
crew  of  350  men ;  Fama,  28  guns,  8  and  12  pounders, 
and  200  men ;  brig  Sparvi^re,  eight  guns  and  98  men; 
cutter  Achille,  10  guns  and  80  men ;  and  seyen  gun-boats, 
each  mounting  one  long  18«pounder,  with  crews  averaging 
40men;  malang,  with  the  400  Swiss  troops,  a  total  (rf  95 
guns,  and  about  1,400  men,  to  which  the  Spartan  could 
only  oppose  the  46  guns  of  her  class  and  258  men  and 
boys. 

At  7h.  the  C^res  hauled  up,  as  if  desirous  to  cross  the 
bows  of  the  British  frigate ;  but  the  Spartan,  by  hauHng 
close  to  the  wind  and  making  sail,  frustrated  this  dangn .  The 
French  commodore  then  continued  to  stand  on  with  the 
wind  abeam,  and  the  Spartan,  hauling  up  her  courses,  edged 
away  towards  ilie  enemy.  At  8h.  (the  wind  light  and  the 
ships  going  about  three  miles  an  hour),  having  arrived 
witiiin  pistol-shot  of  the  larboard  bow  of  the  Spartan,  the 
C6reB  ojKncd  a  fire  from  her  larboard  L^uns,  which  was  not 
returned  until  the  Spartan  was  directly  abreast  her  enemy, 
when  a  trebly-shotted  broadside  was  poured  in.  Passing 
on,  the  British  frigate  engaged  the  Fama  and  Sparvi^  in 
succession;  butthecutter  and  gun-boats  had  tacked  to  the 
eastward. 

We  are  here  tempted  to  extract  from  Mr.  James's  work 
a  very  clever  and  comprehensive  diagram,  illustrating  more 
clearly  than  words  can  do  the  relative  positions  of  the  com- 
batants. 
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Ab  the  Spartan  hove  in  stays  she  fired  her  larboard 
broadside  at  the  gun-boats,  and,  as  she  came  round,  opened 

her  starboard  broadside  on  the  Sparvi^re  and  ships  ahead 
of  her.  The  C^r^s,  instead  of  supporting  the  gun- boats, 
w  oTv  round  and  stood  iiiahore  towai'ds  the  batteries  of  Baia, 
followed  by  the  Fama  and  brig ;  and  the  Spartan  bore  up 
after  them  ;  but  a  few  minutes  before  9h.  the  breeze  died 
away,  leaving  the  British  frigate  with  her  head  exposed  to 
the  starboard  broadside  of  the  C^r^s,  the  corvette  and  brig 
on  her  larboard  bow,  and  the  cutter  and  gun-boats  sweep- 
ing up  astern.  A  heavy  cross  fire  was  then  opened  upon 
the  Spartan,  and  shortly  afterwards  Captain  Brenton,  while 
standing  uuthe  capstan,  received  a  most  severe  wound  from 
a  grape-shot,  which  embedded  itself  in  his  hip ;  notwith- 
standing^ which  he  jumped  from  the  capstan-head  on  the 
deck  before  falling.  Being  carried  below,  the  command  of 
the  Spartan  devolved  upon  Lieutenant  George  Wickens 
Willes.  After  a  while  a  light  breeze  enabled  the  Spartan 
to  bring  her  broadside  to  bear  on  the  starboard  quarter  of 
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tihe  C^s  and  bow  of  the  Fama»  the  brig  and  gim-boats  \mng 

nearly  astern.  From  the  disabled  state  of  the  Spartan's  sails, 
however,  the  Cer^s  and  Fama  could  not  be  prevented  from 
getting  within  reach  of  the  batteries  of  Haia,  when  the  Spar- 
tan wore  round  with  her  head  oli"  bhore,  raking  the  frigate 

and  Fama  in  the  meanwhile  with  her  starboard  guns,  by 
which  the  fore- topmast  of  the  latter  was  shot  away.  Closing 
with  the  Sparvii^t  the  Spartan^  at  10h.«  compelled  her  to 
surrender  with  the  loss  of  main-topmast.  At  about  the  same 
time  tlie  gun- boats  came  down  and  took  the  FaiAa  in  tow. 

The  Spartan,  having  an  officer  and  1 S  men  absent  in  a 
prize,  commenced  the  action  with  only  258  men  and  boys,  of 
which  one  master's  mate  (William  Robson),  six  seamen, 
and  three  marines  were  killed ;  and  Captain  Brenton  (se- 
verely), Lieutenant  Willes,  15  seamen»  and  five  marines 
wounded.  The  ship  was  much  cut  up  in  spars,  sails,  and 
ligpng.  The  French  acknowledged  to  a  Icmbs  (ezdusive  of 
the  Sparviiie's)  of  30  killed  and  90  wounded ;  among  the 
former  was  the  second  captain  of  the  C^r^.  The  captured 
brig  was  ?u]^pQsed  to  have  had  eleven  men  killed. 

Captain  lirenton,  in  his  official  letter,  spoke  in  the  highest 
terms  of  his  first  lieutenant  (who  was,  as  a  matter  of  coiirsc, 
promoted  immediately  afterwards),  and  Lieutenants  William 
A.  Baumgardt  and  Henry  Brownie ;  also  of  Mr.  Henry  G. 
Slenner,  master.  Lieutenants  of  Marines  Charles  Feganand 
Christopher  Fottrell,  and  the  purser,  Mr.  James  Dunn, 
who  took  charge  of  a  division  of  guns ;  he  also  expresses 
his  great  obligations  to  Captain  George  Hoste,  of  the  engi- 
neers, a  passenger  on  board  the  frigate,  who  attended  to 
the  pointing  of  the  quarter-deck  j^uns.  Taking  her  prize 
in  tow,  the  Spartan,  after  repairing  her  principal  damages, 
stood  across  the  Bay  of  Naples,  within  three  or  four  miles 
from  the  mole,  to  the  indescribable  mortification  and  chagrin 
of  Prince  Murat,  Kmg(rf  Naples. 

It  is  difficult  to  conceive  a  more  gallant  performance  than 
the  foregoing.  A  few  actions  such  as  tiiese  would  of  them- 
selves be  sufficient  tu  iinmortaiize  any  navy,  and  to  stamp 
her  seamen  as  pre-eminent ;  and  proud,  indeed,  should 
be  British  sailors  in  particular  to  know  that  even  such  an 
achievement  is  not  unparalleled  in  the  history  ot  their  ba^ 
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ties.  The  gallantry  aad  skill  of  Captain  Brenton  and  of 
his  brave  officers  and  crew  deserve  the  warmest  commen- 
dations. That  he  should  single-handed  have  sought  a  force 
80  much  sii])c  rior— tfaathe  should  have  engaged  and  beaten 
them  in  the  sight  of  their  own  harbour,  and  during  weather 
parti cultirly  favourable  to  the  co-operation  of  gun-ves- 
sek  (whose  destructive  powers  have  been  on  many  occa- 
sions shewn),  and  that  he  should  have  crowned  his  triumph 
by  capturing  one  of  their  number^  is  indeed  astonishing  ; 
but  it  is  only  another  proof  of  how  much  well-disciplined 
men,  led  on  by  a  talented  and  courageous  commander,  can 
effect ;  and  which,  to  the  undisciplined  and  ignorant,  would 
be  considered,  as  indeed  it  would  be,  matter  of  impossi- 
bihty. 

On  the  3rd  of  May,  the  ^S-giin  frigate  Armide,  Captain 
Lucius  Hardyman,  in  company  with  the  18-gun  brig  Cad- 
mus, and  gun-brigs  Monkey  and  Daring,  anchored  in  the 
Pertius  Breton,  off  the  harbour  of  Fosse  de  TOye,  in  the 
Isle  of  Bh^,  in  which  several  sail  of  merchant  yessels  were 
Ipng.  About  lOh.  p.m.  eight  boats,  under  the  orders  of 
Lieutenant  Samuel  Roberts,  repaired  alongside  the  Monkey, 
and  about  midnight  jirocceded  towards  tlie  liaibour.  In 
consequence  of  the  brigs  grounding  on  a  shoal  at  the  en- 
trance, tlie  alarm  was  given,  and  a  fire  immediately  opened 
from  both  sides  of  the  shore,  and  of  musketry  from  the 
vessels.  The  boats  then  dashed  on,  and  17  vessels  were 
taken  possession  of ;  but  it  w  as  found  impracticable  to  bring 
them  out,  and  at  daylight  the  boats  returned  to  their  ships* 
lieutenant  P.  S.  Townley,  a  gallant  and  very  promising 
officer,  and  two  seamen,  were  killed,  and  three  men  were 
wounded. 

On  the  12th  of  May,  the  18-pounder  36-gun  friorate 
Tribune,  Captain  George  Reynolds,  cruizing  off  the  Naze 
of  Non^^ay,  was  attacked  by  four  Danish  brigs,  mounting 
from  18  to  20  guns  each,  and  by  several  gun-boats.  At 
4h.  F.M.  the  Tribune,  distant  from  the  flotilla  about  half  a 
mile,  discharged  her  broadside,  and  a  smart  engagement 
took  place,  which  lasted  until  6h.  45m.,  when  the  brig,  in 
which  was  the  Danish  commodore,  being  very  much  shat- 
tered in  her  hull,  ceased  firing,  and  made  £dl  sail  lor  the 
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port  of  Mandal,  followed  by  her  consorts.  The  Tribune 

suffered  rather  severely  from  the  fire  of  her  numerous  and 
powerful  foes ;  and,  besides  being  very  much  disabled,  had 
four  seamen,  lour  marines,  and  one  boy  killed^  and  15  sea- 
men and  marines  wounded. 

On  the  2dth  of  June»  the  boats  of  the  frigates  Amphion 
and  Cerberii  ,  in  which  were  lieutenanta William  Slaughter, 
Donat  H.  O'Brien,  and  James  Dickinson ;  Lieutenants  of 
Marines  Thomas  Moore  and  Jeremiah  Brattle ;  Midshipmen 
Charles  H.  Ross,  Joseph  Cbpe,  Thomas  E.  Hoste,  Chark» 
Bruce,  and  Comwallis  Pasley,  John  Miller,  George  Far- 
render,  Joseph  Stoney,  George  Fowler,  William  Sherwood, 
Charles  Mackey,  and  Lewis  Rollier,  laaded  near  the  town  of 
Groa,  in  the  Gulf  of  Trieste.  They  were  attacked  on  land- 
ing by  a  body  of  French  troops,  of  whom  a  segeant  and  38 
privates  were  made  prisoners.  The  British  then  entered  the 
harbour,  and  took  possession  of  25  vessds*  An  offioer  of 
Ftench  in&ntry  and  22  men  wm  here  attacked  and  made 
prisoners  by  a  division  of  seamen  and  marines,  moider  Lieu- 
tcnants  Slaus^hter,  Moore,  and  James  Mears  (which  latter 
IkuI  just  lauded  from  the  Active  frigate).  Five  vessels, 
nfter  irreat  exertions,  weru  broiio:ht  otf,  and  11  burnt.  The 
loss  in  this  gallant  aiiair  amounted  to  four  marines  killed ; 
and  Lieutenant  Brattle,  three  seamen,  and  four  marines 
wounded.    The  French  had  ten  killed  and  eight  wounded. 

On  the  drd  of  July,  the  three  outward-bound  East-India 
Company's  ships  Ceylon,  Windham,  and  Ostdll,  Captains 
Henry  Meriton,  John  Stewart,  and  Robert  Hay,  having  on 
board  250  troops,  when  near  the  Island  of  Mayotta,  were 
•It tacked,  and,  after  a  very  gallant  defence,  the  t^'o  first 
captured,  by  the  P'rench  40-gun  frigates  Bellone  and  Mi- 
nerve,  and  18-gun  corvette  Victor.  The  Windham  had  six 
men  killed  and  18  wounded,  and  nine  of  her  guns  dis- 
abled ;  the  Ceylon,  six  killed,  and  21  wounded ;  and  the 
Astell,  which  escaped,  eight  kiUed,  and  37  wounded.  The 
French  loss  amounted  to  22  killed  and  38  wounded.  The 
French  squadron  and  prizes  arrived  off  Grand  Port,  Isle  of 
France,  on  the  20th  of  August. 

In  the  month  of  May,  Captain  Josias  Rowley,  liaving, 
by  the  orders  of  Vice-Admiral  Drury,  commander-in-chief 
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at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  superseded  Captain  John  Hatley 
in  the  38-gun  frigate  Boadicea,  arrived  off  the  Isle  of  France, 
in  that  ship,  with  the  38-gun  frigate  Sinus,  Captain 
Samuel  Pym.  The  British  squadron  then  cruizing  oif 
Port  Louia,  besides  the  two  ships  akeady  named,  were 
the  86-gim  frigates  Iphigenia,  Ma^cienne,  and  Ndrfide, 
and  18-gan  brig  Otter,  Captains  Henry  Lambert,  Lneios 
Curtis,  Nesbit  J.  Willoughby,  and  James  Tompkinson. 
Commodore  Rowley,  in  conjunction  with  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Keating,  having  determined  on  making  a  descent  upon  the 
Isle  of  Bourbon,  embarked  from  the  Island  Rodriguez  (a 
temporary  barrack  for  them),  3,650  European  and  native 
troops,  with  which  the  squadron  andved  on  the  7th  of 
July. 

Under  the  able  superintendence  of  Lieutenant  John  W. 
WatUng,  of  the  Sirius,  a  division  of  the  troops  was  landed 
without  loss  or  injury  at  Grande-Chaloupe  ;  but  Captain 
Willoughby  (who,  although  with  the  dressing  still  upon  his 
wounds,  persisted  in  exposing  himself  to  the  night  air),  in 
effiecting  a  landing  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  island,  where 
it  was  more  difficult,  had  the  schooner  Estafiette  knocked  to 
pieces,  and  two  seamen  and  two  soldiers  drowned.  Owing 
to  the  badness  of  the  weather,  some  little  delay  occurred 
in  landing  the  remainder  of  the  troops  ;  but  that  done,  the 
island  capitulated  on  the  8th  of  July.  The  only  naval  loss 
attending  this  conquest  were  the  two   pcamen  drowned, 

and  one  wounded ;  which,  with  the  loss  sustained  by  the 
troops,  made  a  total  of  22  killed  and  drowned,  and  79 
wounded. 

Dmring  the  operations  taking  place  on  shore,  Captsin 
Pym,  in  the  Sirius,  was  directed  to  take  possessum  of 

shipping  in  St.  PauFs  Bay,  and  observing  a  brig  preparing 
to  get  underway,  Lieutenant  George  R.  Norman  w^as  dis- 
patched in  the  barge,  at  Ilh.  p.m.  on  the  9th,  to  cut  her  olF 
in  case  she  should  attempt  an  escape.  Finding,  on  arriving 
in  the  bay,  that  the  brig  had  sailed  some  hours  previously, 
lieatenant  Norman  pursued,  and,  after  a  hard  pull  of  12 
hours,  overtook  and  captnred  her.  Three  of  his  boat'screw 
were  wounded.  The  prize  proved  to  be  the  Edvrard  pri- 
vateer brig  of  245  tons,  pierced  for  16,  but  having  only  four 
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12-pounders  mounted,  and  a  crew  of  30  men.  After  the 
surrender  of  Bourbon,  the  Sirius  returned  to  the  Isle  of 
France,  where  Lieutenant  Norman,  with  two  boat?  under 
his  orders,  succeeded  in  destroying  a  large  three-masted 
acihooner  hauled  up  on  the  shore,  although  opposed  bjr 
about  300  regulars  and  militia,  and  two  fidd-pieoes. 

A  squadron*  consisting  of  the  frigates  Caroline  and 
Piemontaise,  and  18-gun  brig  Barraeonta,  Captains  Chris- 
topher Cole,  Charles  Foote,  and  Acting  Captain  Richard 
Kenah,  accompanied  by  the  transport   brig  Mandarin, 
Lieutenant  Archibald  Buchanan,  was  dispatched  by  Vice- 
Admiral  Drury,  with  1 00  soldiers  of  the  Madras  European 
regiment,  and  provisions  and  stores,  to  be  landed  on  the 
Island  of  Amboyna.  lliis  squadron  sailed  on  the  1 0th  of  May 
from  Madras,  Captain  Cole,  previously  to  quitting,  having 
obtained  from  the  commander-in-chief  permissbn  to  attack 
the  enemy's  settlements  lying  in  his  route  to  Amboyna ; 
but  the  permission  was  qualitied  with  a  friendly  cauliun  not 
to  attempt  too  much,  and  in  particular  the  great  strength 
of  the  I«land  of  Baiicla,  in  comparison  with  the  force  of  the 
squadron,  was  pointed  out.    The  squadron  arrived  at  Pulo- 
Penang  on  the  30th  of  May,  and  having  here  obtained 
some,  but  very  imperfect,  information  rdative  to  the  force 
and  description  of  Banda  Neira,  the  Dutch  seat  of  govern- 
ment, and  being  supplied  with  20  artiner3rmen,  and  as 
many  scaling  ladders,  Captain  Cole  determined  to  enter  the 
Java  Sea,  and  make  an  attack  upon  that  settlement,  not- 
withstanding that  the  south -cast  monsoon  had  set  in. 

Anxious  to  gain  the  place  of  his  intended  operations  (in 
which  he  had  been  much  retarded  by  the  monsoon),  before 
it  was  possible  for  the  neighbouring  islands  to  throw 
additional  strength  into  the  garrison,  which  was  then  known 
to  consist  of  upwards  of  700  regular  troops,  Captain  Cole 
determined  on  taking  the  squadron  througii  the  dangerous 
passage  between  Boiiieo  and  Malwalli.  xVlthough  the 
passage  was  full  of  coral  reefs,  on  which  were  only  a  few 
feet  water,  yet,  by  a  good  look-out  and  strict  attention, 
the  ships  avoided  them  all ;  but  just  as  the  pilot  had  pro- 
nounced the  ships  out  of  danger,  a  wreck  was  seen  ahead. 
The  vessel  was  some  unfortunate  merchant  ship,  which  had 
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teoea&j  got  on  the  reef,  and  was  then  surrounded  hy 
piratical  proas,  but  which  made  their  escape  on  seeing  the 

frigate. 

On  the  8th  of  July,  in  the  morning,  after  encountering 
many  and  trying  diiiiculties,  and  taking  on  hoard  Malay 
pilots  at  New  Guinea,  the  squadron  made  the  Banda  islands, 
and  having  hy  dark  arrived  close  in  with  Neira  (or  Banda 
Neira),  two  shots  were  fired  at  the  ships,  thereby  furnishing 
proof  that  the  visit  of  the  British  was  not  wholly  unexpected. 
Under  these  drcumstances^  Captain  Cole,  aware  of  the 
inutility  of  an  attempt  to  reduce  an  island  of  such  great 
strength,  decided,  as  the  only  probable  course  for  success, 
to  effect  a  lauding  with  the  boats  the  same  night.    To  this 

he  was  fhc  further  induced  hy  a  F^ndden  nhangr  of  the 

weather  from  calm  to  tempestuous,  which  favoured  his 
design  for  a  surprise.  At  llh.  p.m.,  the  ships  having 
dropped  within  two  cables'  lengths  of  the  shore,  the  boats, 
commanded  by  Captain  Cole  in  person— containing  390 
men,  officers  included— quitted  the  Caroline,  and  puUed  in 
the  direction  oi  tlic  cabt  puiut  of  Great  Banda  or  Lantor. 

The  stormy  statv  of  the  weather  and  extreme  diu  kness  of 
the  night  unavoidably  led  to  the  separation  of  the  hoats, 
and  hj  3h.  a.h.  of  the  9th,  Captains  Cole  and  Kenah, 
in  their  gigs,  were  the  only  boats  at  the  appointed  rendez- 
vous ;  but  having  after  some  delay  eifected  a  junction  with 
a  portion  of  the  boats.  Captain  Cole,  desirous  to  land  before 
daylight  should  reveal  his  intentions  and  force  to  the  enemy, 
and  receiving  the  strongest  assurances  of  support  from  the 
men  then  with  him,  gave  directions  for  the  party  to  ad- 
vance. 

The  Island  of  Banda  Neira  (one  of  seven  islands  which 
form  the  group),  against  wliich  this  small  party  was  pro- 
ceeding, is  about  two  miles  in  length,  and  ahout  half  a  mile 
in  breadth.  It  was  protected  at  this  time  by  ten  sea 
batteries,  and  two  very  powerful  castles,  named  Belgica  and 
Nassau,  which  commanded  one  another,  as  well  as  all  the 
sea  batteries.  Castle  Belgica  mounted  52  pieces  of  heavy 
ordnance,  and  was  deemed  hy  the  Dutch  to  he  impregnable. 
In  the  whole,  138  guns  were  mounted  on  the  island. 

Captain  Cole's  force,  with  winch  he  was  about  to  attempt 
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its  reduction,  was  no  more  than  140  seamen  and  marines, 
and  about  40  soldiers,  and  the  officers  under  him  were  the 
following  :  Captain  Kenah,  Lieutenants  Thomas  Carew, 
Samuel  Allen,  6eoige  Pratt,  Robert  Walker,  and  Edmund 
Lyons,  of  the  navy ;  and  Captain  G.  L.  Nixon,  Lieutenants 
Charles  W.  Yates,  Philip  Brown,  William  J.  Decker,  and 
Ensign  Charles  ADen,  of  the  Madras  regiment.  Veiled  by 
a  black  cloud  accompanied  by  wind  and  rain,  the  boats  had 
reached  within  1 00  yards  of  the  shore,  when  they  grounded 
on  a  coral  reef  immediately  under  one  of  the  sea  batteries, 
mounting"  ten  lono^  18-pounders;  but  the  violence  of  the 
squall  was  such,  that  the  boats  were  imperceived.  The 
seamen,  leaping  overboard,  succeeded  after  a  time  in  lannclu 
ing  the  bofils  over  the  reef,  and  a  few  minutes  afterwards 
reached  a  small  sandy  cove,  bordered  with  jungle.  Having 
fenned  on  the  shore.  Captain  Kenah  and  Liistttenant  Carew, 
at  the  head  of  a  party  of  pikemen,  advanced  to  attack  the 
battery  in  the  rear,  and  so  ju  omptly  did  they  perform  this 
service,  that  a  sentinel  was  killed  by  a  pike,  and  60  officers 
and  men  made  prisoners,  without  firing  a  shot,  although 
the  men  were  stationed  with  lighted  matches  at  their  guns. 
Captain  Cole  then  determined  to  make  an  attack  upon 
Castle  Belgica,  and  recalling  Captain  Kenah,  who  was  ad- 
vancing upon  the  next  sea  battery,  and  leaving  a  guard  at 
the  captured  battery,  they  pushed  forward  on  this  desperate 
enterprise.  Guided  by  one  of  the  natives,  the  British  pro- 
ceeded through  a  narrow  winding;  path,  and  although  the 
bugle  was  now^  heard  sounding  to  alarm  the  garrison,  yet, 
favoured  by  the  storm  raging  overhead,  reached  within 
100  yards  of  the  citadel  before  they  were  discovered* 
An  inefiectual  fire  of  musketry  was  immediately  opened ; 
but  rushing  up  the  steep  on  which  the  castle  was  ntaated, 
and  by  the  aid  of  thehr  scaling  ladders,  the  assailants  were 

quickly  in  possession  of  the  lower  works.  The  ladders 
were  then  hauled  up,  and  placed  against  the  inner  wall, 
but  were  found  too  sliort;  and  the  besieired,  inspired  vnth 
courage  at  this  circumstance,  discharged  three  guns,  and 
fired  several  volleys  of  musketry.  Just  at  this  moment, 
however,  the  gate  was  opened  by  the  Dutch  guard  to  admit 
tiie  cokmel  oonmiandant  and  three  other  officers,  residing 
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outside  the  castle ;  and  the  British,  making  a  rush  at  it, 
succeeded  in  effecting  an  entrance.  The  conimandant 
(Colonel  Daring)  and  ten  soldiers  of  the  garrison  fell  be- 
fore the  besiegers,  and  the  British  colours  were  displayed 
upon  the  flag-staff  of  Fort  Belgica*  Apart  of  the  garrison 
escaped  over  the  walls,  and  the  remainder,  amounting  to 
four  officers  and  40  artillerymen,  surrendered  themselves 
prisoners. 

The  daylight  had  now  fully  broken,  but  no  reinforce- 
ment appeared,  the  CaroHne  and  ships  having  been  buffeted 
about  by  the  variable  and  boisterous  winds,  by  which  they 
were  prevented  from  co-operating  with  the  shore  party ; 
but  having  discovered  the  small  union  jack  on  Fort  Belgica, 
the  Caroliae  and  consorts  stood  in,  and  at  a  little  before  8h. 

anchored  off  the  town.  Previously  to  this,  however. 
Captain  Cole  had  sent  out  a  flag  of  truce,  threatening  to 
open  fire  upuu  tlie  town  and  Fort  N  assau,  unless  all  hostility 
instantly  ceased,  when  the  Dutch  flag,  which  had  been 
hoisted,  was  hauled  down,  and  in  the  course  of  the  day  his 
terms  being  fully  complied  with,  1,500  regulars  and  militia 
laid  dovm  tlieir  arms  on  the  glacis  of  Fort  Nassau*  The 
boats  which  had  separated  from  Captain  Cole,  after  enduring 
great  hardships,  got  alongmde  the  Mandarin. 

For  the  important  conquest  he  had  adiieved,  and  that 
without  losing  a  man.  Captain  Cole  received  the  tliauks  of 
the  Admiralty,  coiiimander-in-chief,  and  governor-general 
of  India ;  but  probably  the  letters  addressed  to  him  by  the 
partners  in  his  triumph.  Captains  Foote  and  Kenah,  ])re- 
senting  a  silver  cup;  from  the  lieutenants  and  other 
oflicers,  accompanying  a  sword  of  100  guineas  value ;  a 
third  frt>m  the  officers  of  the  company's  troops  engaged, 
with  a  sword  of  the  same  value;  and  a  fourth  (subsequently 
received)  from  the  crew  of  the  Caroline,  with  a  similar 
m.'irk  of  their  admiration,  '  had  much  greater  charms  for 


*  This  being  a  very  curious  and  original  document,  we  present  our 
readers  withsi  i'erijaiim  copy,  taken  from  Marshall's  Naval  Bio^^raphy  ; 
and  it  must  be  remembered,  that  tliis  was  not  presented  until 
Captain  Cole  had  ceased  to  command  the  Cai-oline. 

We,  the  crew  of  H.  M.  S.  Carolme,  wishes  to  give  you  our  most 
gncious  thanks  for  the  care  and  &voiir  you  have  shown  to  tins  ship's 
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the  brave  captain,  whoae  kindness  had  equally  gained  their 

affection.    The  wealth  found  at  Banda  was  immense. 

After  appointing  Captain  Foote  governor  of  the  islands, 
with  a  suiEcient  garrison,  the  squadron  proceeded  to 
Amboyna. 

On  the  25th  of  July,  the  boats  of  die  32-gun  frigate 
Thames,  Captain  the  Honourable  Creorge  O.  Waldegrave* 
and  18-gun  brigs  Pilot  and  Weazle,  Captains  J.  Toup 
Nicolas  and  Henry  Rresoott,  under  the  command  of  the 

latter  officer,  attacked  an  enemy's  convoy,  consisting  of 
32  transports,  from  Naples,  laden  with  stores  and  ])rovisions 
for  Murat's  army  at  Scylla,  aiid  protected  by  seven  s^un- 
boats,  each  mounting  one  long  18-pounder,  and  four  armed 
scampavias.  The  transports  having  run  upon  the  beach 
of  Amanthea,  where  they  were  flanked  by  two  batteries 
and  defended  by  the  armed  vessels,  were,  after  a  sharp 
struggle,  in  which  the  boats  were  covered  hy  the  fire  of  the 
brigs,  captured,  with  no  greater  loss  to  the  British  than  one 
man  killed  and  six  wounded.  The  whole  were  either  burnt 
or  brought  off. 

The  frio^atL's  Ipliigenia,  N^r^ide,  and  Staunch  gun-brig, 
having  jomed  Captain  Pym,  in  the  Sirius,  off  the  Isle  of 
France,  after  their  success  in  reducing  the  Isle  of  Bourbon, 
it  was  determined  upon  to  attack  Isle  de  la  Passe,  a  small 
island  lying  at  the  entrance  to  Bourbon  Harbour,  or  Port 
South-east,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Isle  of  France,  and  shel- 
tered on  the  north-east  by  Point  du  Diable. 

On  the  lOth  of  August,  lia\  ing  left  Captain  Lambert  in 
the  Iphigenia,  off  Port  Louis,  the  Sirius,  Nereide,  and 
Staunch ,  '^vith  the  Iphigc  nia's  launch  and  cutter,  and  a  party 
of  men,  under  Lieutenant  Henry  D.  Chads,  arrived  off  Grand 
Port.  On  the  same  evening  the  boats  of  the  fingates,  in- 
cluding those  of  the  Iphigenia,  containing  about  400  men, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Willoughby,  proceeded  to 


company,  by  making  you  a  present  of  a  sword  ainouiitinp^  to  100 
g;nineas,  for  your  noble  and  brave  conduct,  when  you  led  us  to  the 
storm  of  Banda,  and  likewise  the  zealous  bravery  in  landing  our 
troops  at  BataYia,  and  by  exceptin^if  of  tins  present,  you  will  gratiiy 
tlie  wishes  of  your  most  obedient  &p's  company. 

"  Trs  Cabounss.'' 
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the  attack  of  the  Isle  de  l;i  I\^?se  :  but  the  weather  being 
too  boisterous,  the  boats  returned  to  theur  ships,  which,  in 
order  to  receive  the  enemy*  put  to  sea,  and  rejoined  Cap- 
tain Lambert  on  the  other  side  of  the  island. 

The  Siriua  again  arrived  off  the  island  on  the  13th  of 
August ;  and  Captain  Pym,  apprehensive  that  the  enemy 
mii^ht  gain  some  intelligence  of  his  designs,  did  not  wait 
the  Ner6ide's  arrival,  but,  at  8h.  p.m.,  dispatched  live  boats, 
iiK'luding  two  from  the  Ipbigeiiia,  containing  together  71 
officers  and  men,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  George  R. 
Norman,  assisted  by  Lieutenants  Henry  D,  Chads  and  John 
W.  Watling,  and  Lieutenants  of  Marines  James  Cottdl 
and  William  Bate,  on  this  service.  The  batteries  on 
Isle  de  la  Passe,  the  drcumference  of  which  is  about  two 
miles  only,  were  all  erected  in  commanding  situations  with 
high  breast-works,  and  iiKninted  19  heavy  pieces  of  ord- 
nance, inchidino:-  three  l»^-inch  mortars  and  two  howitzers. 
The  only  landing  place  is  on  the  inner  or  nortli-west  side, 
which  was  defended  by  a  strong  chevaux-de-frize  and  two 
howitzers.  The  garrison  consisted  of  two  officers  and  80 
soldiers.  Just  as  the  party  got  abreast  the  outer  battery, 
the  moon,  which  had  been  dbining  brightly,  was  obscured, 
by  which  means  they  were  enabled  to  reach  the  third  bat- 
tery unperceived,  when  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  the 
boats,  which  killed  nnd  Vvoiiuded  several  men.  Having 
reached  the  landing  jjiace,  Lieutenants  Norman  and  Watling 
attempted  to  scale  the  works,  but  were  beaten  back  ;  and 
at  the  same  time  lieutenant  Norman  was  shot  through 
the  heart.  The  command  then  devolved  upon  Lieutenant 
Chads,  who  gallantly  prosecuted  the  attack,  and,  in  a  short 
time,  drove  ti^e  French  from  their  defences,  but  not  without 
incurring  the  loss  of  five  men  killed  and  12  wounded. 
The  French  commandant,  in  his  confusion,  omitted  to  de- 
stroy the  signals,  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  British. 

On  the  1 4th,  in  the  morning,  the  Nereide  and  Staunch 
joined  company ;  and,  on  the  15th,  Captain  Pym  committed 
Isle  de  la  Passe  to  the  care  of  Captain  Willoughby. 

The  position  of  Isle  de  la  Passe,  in  reference  to  its  con- 
tiguity to  the  coasts  of  the  main  land,  was  not  lost  upon 
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Captam  T^^oughby,  who  availed  bimself  cS  every  oppor- 
tunity of  harassing  the  enemy  by  frequent  incursiunii. 

On  the  17th  of  August,  Captain  Willoughby,  at  the 
head  of  a  party  of  170  officers  and  men,  proceeded  to  the 
attack  of  tiie  fort  on  Point  du  Diable,  which  he  stormed  and 
carried  without  sustaining  any  loss ;  and  after  spiking  the 
gims  and  destroying  the  carriages  and  magazine,  the  party 
moved  on  along  the  coast  to  the  town  of  Grand  Port.  On 
the  18lh  of  August,  Captain  "y^^oughby  landed  and  des- 
troyed the  signal-house  at  Ghrande  Riviere ;  and,  on  the 
VJih  and  2Uth,  again  landed  with  his  party;  but  while  at  a 
great  distance  from  the  ship,  at  lOh.  a.m.,  five  large  s.iii 
were  observed  standing  down,  tinder  easy  sail*  for  the  Isie 
de  la  Fasse  Channel  to  Grand  Port. 

Leaving  the  remainder  of  the  boats  to  follow  him  with 
all  speed.  Captain  Willoughhy  departed  in  his  gig,  and 
after  a  row  of  five  miles,  r^bched  the  N^rtide  at  noon. 
Having,  as  before  mentioned,  obtamed  possession  of  the 
French  signal  book.  Captain  Willoughby,  desirous  of  en- 
ticing the  ships  into  Grand  Port,  hoisted  French  colours  on 
board  the  Nerdide,  and  idso  at  the  fort  on  the  island.  He 
then  hoisted  the  French  signal,  **  the  enemy  is  cruizing  oif 
^  the  Coin  de  Mire."  The  French  frigates  replied  by  making 
the  private  signal,  which  was  answered  from  the  island. 
Upon  which  they  made  their  numbers,  as  the  Bellone  and 
Minerve  f^ptes,  Victor  sloop  and  two  prizes ;  which  latter 
were  the  Windham  and  Ceylon,  captured  on  the  4tli  of 
July. 

At  Ih.  30m.  P.M.,  the  Victor  leading,  haviug  arrived 
within  pistol-shot  of  the  Ncreide,  the  latter,  substituting 
the  British  for  the  French  ensign,  opened  her  fire  with  such 
effect,  that  the  corvette  hailed  to  say  she  had  struck,  and  an« 
diored  on  the  N^r^de's  starboard  quarter.  Lieutenant  John 
Bums  was  sent  to  take  possession;  but  in  the  meanwhile 
the  Minerve,  followed  by  the  Ceylon,  entered  the  duamel, 
and,  after  exchanging  broadsides  with  theN^r^de,  Captain 
Bouvet  ordered  Captain  Morice,  of  the  \^ictor,  to  rehoist 
the  colours,  and  follow  the  Minerve,  \\'liich  was  accordiiiL^ly 
done,  and  the  Victor  was  quickly  under  sail,  in  the  wake 
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of  tlic  Ceylon^  steering  for  Grand  Port.  At  about  2h.  40m. 
the  fiellone,  exchanging  a  few  shot  with  the  battery,  steered 
towards  the  N^ide,  as  if  unth  the  intention  of  attacking 

her  ;  but,  after  firing  a  broadside,  entered  the  harbour  \\  ith 
her  consorts.  The  boats  which  Cajjtain  Willoughby  had 
left  behind  him  almost  iiiirciciilously  escaped  capture,  and 

arrived  alonp^sifle  thv  Nereid e  in  safety. 

Early  on  the  monung  of  the  21st  of  August,  the  Wind- 
ham, which,  having  separated  from  the  above  squadron,  had 
steered  for  the  Bivi^re  Noke,  was  seen  from  the  Sinus, 
wh3e  cruizing  off  Port  Louis.  lieutenant  Watling,  unaware 
in  die  twilight  of  the  real  force  of  the  enemy,  proceeded 
to  board  her  with  the  gie^  and  jolly-boat,  the  latter,  with 
a  crew  of  four  men,  in  charge  of  Mr.  Juiin  Andrews, 
midsliipmiui  :  bnt,  owin:^  to  some  mismanagement,  no 
arms  were  m  either  boat.  Daylight  discovered  to  the 
boarding  party  a  ship  of  800  tons,  apparently  armed  with 
30.  guns,  very  near  tibe  French  batteries,  and  distant  three 
miles  from  the  Sinus.  Undaunted  by  all  these  discourage- 
ments, the  two  officers  and  their  brave  crews  pulled  along- 
side the  ship,  and,  armed  with  the  boats'  stretchers  only, 
foiiglit  their  way  up  the  side,  and  gained  possession  of  the 
deck.  Thus  was  the  Windham,  mounting  26  guns,  com- 
manded by  a  lieutenant  de  vaisseau  €uid  manned  with  30 
French  sailors,  captured  by  11  unarmed  British  seamen, 
within  shot  of  the  French  batteries.  As  the  latter  very  soon 
opened  on  the  Windham,  Lieutenant  Watling,  with  his 
Uttle  band,  was  still  in  a  very  critical  situation ;  but,  after 
sustaining  their  fire  for  about  twenty  minutes,  by  which  one 
Frenchmaii  and  three  lascars  were  wounded.  Lieutenant 
Wading  hrouirht  off  his  well- won  prize. 

Hitlicrto  success  had  followed  5ucce:^s  in  the  most  sur- 
prising maimer ;  but  the  tide  of  fortune  seemed  now  to  have 
reached  its  height,  and  the  ebb  was  rapid  in  proportion  as 
the  flood  had  been  great.  Captain  WiUoughby,  in  the 
r6ide,  at  Isle  de  la  P^e,  bemg  left  in  a  very  critical  situa- 
tion, environed  with  enemies  sufficient  to  have  annihilated 
his  small  force,  had  a  vigorous  attempt  been  made,  dis- 
patched Lieutenant  JJeacon,  in  the  launch,  with  a  note  to 
Captain  Pym,  who  was  cruizing  on  the  other  side  of  the 
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island,  stating  the  arrival  of  the  French  ships  at  Grand  Port 
(or  Bourbon  Harbour),  and,  with  his  proverbial  intrepidity, 
offered  to  lead  in  and  attack  them  at  their  anchorage  with 
one  frigate  besides  the  N^r^ide.  Lieutenant  Deacon  arrived 
alongside  the  Sirius  on  the  2l8t,  and  on  the  22nd  of  An- 
goBt  the  latter  made  her  appearance  off  Grand  Port,  and 
exchanged  numbers  with  the  N^ide,  still  at  anchor,  and 
maintaining  her  station  under  the  little  island.  The  N^r6ide 
immediately  hoisted  the  signals :  **  Ready  for  action  ;** 
Enemy  of  inferior  force.** 

Captain  Pym,  having  decided  on  making  the  attack, 
hoisted  the  signal  for  the  N^r^ide's  master.  Mr.  Robert 
Leshy  accordingly  repaired  on  board,  but  the  black  pilot, 
who  was  the  only  person  acquainted  with  the  channd  be- 
yond Isle  de  la  Passe,  remained  on  board  theN6r£ide.  The 
Sirius  then  made  sail  and  bore  up  with  the  south-east  trade 
wind  for  the  passage  ;  and  at  2h.  40m.  p.m.,  agreeably  to 
a  signal  to  that  effect  from  the  Sirius,  the  Nereide  got  un- 
derway, and,  with  her  staysails  only,  followed  the  Sirius. 
At  4h.  the  Sirius  grounded  on  the  point  of  a  shoal  on  the 
left-hand  side  of  the  channel,  and,  having  much  way  on  her 
at  the  time,  was  forced  a  considerable  distance  on  the  bank. 
The  N6r€ide  immediately  anchored  dose  to  her,  and,  after 
much  hard  labour,  the  Sirius  was  hove  off.  Nothing  more» 
however,  could  be  effected  that  night. 

On  the  23rd  of  August,  the  Iphigenia  and  Magicienne, 
Captains  Henry  Lambert  and  Lucius  Curtis,  joined  com- 
pany, and  the  four  frigates,  led  by  the  N^r^ide,  at  4h.  40m. 
P.M.,  again  stood  down  channel  towards  Grand  Port.  The 
following  was  the  order  of  attack  arranged :  the  Nereide  to 
anchor  between  the  Victor  (the  rearmost  ship  of  the  enemy) 
and  Bellone ;  the  Sirius  abreast  the  Bdkme ;  the  Ma^- 
cienne  between  the  Ceylon  and  Minerve ;  and  the  Iphige- 
nia on  the  broadside  of  the  latter.  The  N^rfide,  with  only 
her  staysails,  jibs,  and  driver  set,  cleared  the  winding  pas- 
sage, and  stood  along  the  cdg:c  of  the  reef  which  skirts  the 
anchorage,  directly  for  her  allotted  station.  The  Sirius 
also  weighed ;  but  keeping,  on  this  occasion,  too  much  to 
starboard,  touched  the  ground  just  as  the  shot  of  the  enemy 
were  beginning  to  readi  her»  and»  having  great  way  on. 
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notwithstanding  her  anchor  was  let  go,  ran  over  the  edge 
of  one  shoal,  and  remained  stationary  on  a  coral  rock,  i'he 
Magicienne  and  Iphigenia  successively  cieared  the  channel ; 
but  the  fonner,  having  no  pilot,  grounded  on  a  bank,  when 
about  400  yards  from  her  station,  in  such  a  position  that 
only  three  of  her  foremost  guns  would  bear  on  the  enemy. 
The  Iphigeniii,  taking  warning  by  the  Magidenne's  mis- 
hap, dropped  bcr  stream  anchor,  and  brought  up  by  the 
stern  in  six  fathoms  ;  then,  letting  go  a  bower  anchor  un- 
der foot,  her  starboard  broadside  bore  upon  tlie  Minerve. 

The  N^4ide  in  the  meanwhile  had  begun  the  action  with 
the  enemy^s  rear,  and  was  about  to  anchor  in  her  appointed 
berth,  when  Captain  Willoughby,  observing  the  accident  to 
die  Siiius,  gallantly  pushed  on  and  took  the  station,  which 
was  to  have  been  occupied  by  that  ship,  abreast  of  the  Bel- 
lone,  from  which  she  was  at  no  greater  distance  than  200 
yards.  At  5h.  15m.  a  most  severe  cannonadincr  commenced 
between  the  r2-pouiider  and  18 -pounder  opponents;  but, 
to  add  to  the  great  disadvantage  of  the  Nereide,  the  Victor 
also  brought  her  gons  to  bear  on  the  British  ship. 

The  battle  now  raged  with  great  fury,  and  at  6h.  1dm, 
the  Ceylon  hauled  down  her  colours;  but  before  a  boat  could 
get  alongside  to  take  possession,  the  ship  was  observed  to 
cut  her  cables  and  make  sail  for  the  fchoie.  In  endeavour- 
ing to  effect  this,  however,  the  Ceylon  got  foid  oi  the  Bel- 
lone,  and  that  ship  also  cut  her  cables  and  ran  aground.  At 
about  the  same  time  the  Minerve,  having  had  her  cables  cut 
by  shot,  made  sail  in  the  direction  of  the  Bellone,  and  ground- 
ed dose  to  her.  The  Bellone,  however,  got  on  shore  in  such 
a  position  that  her  broadside  was  still  presented  to  the  N^- 
r&de,  upon  which  ship  she  continued  a  severe  fire.  At 
7h.,  the  latter's  spring  having  been  cut  by  a  shot,  she 
swung  with  her  head  in  shore  and  became  exposed  to  a 
severe  raking  fire,  but  after  a  time  again  brought  her  star- 
board broadside  to  bear  on  the  enemy. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  action  Captain  Willoughby  was 
severdy  wounded  on  the  left  cheek  by  a  splinter,  which  tore 
his  eye  completely  out  of  the  socket.  The  first  lieutenant, 
John  Bums,  was  mortally  wounded,  the  second  danger- 
ously, one  marine  officer,  two  officers  of  foot,  and  one  of 
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artillery,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  crew  and  soldiers  either 
killed  or  disable  tl.  Most  of  the  quarter-deck  and  many  of 
the  main-deck  guns  were  dismounted;  and  the  hull  of  the 
ship*  in  the  most  shattered  condition,  was  striking  the 
ground  abaft  at  every  heave  of  the  swell.  The  ship  being 
in  this  state,  and  five  hours  having  elapsed  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  action  without  any  boat  or  assistance 
arriving  from  any  ship  of  the  squadron,  Captain  Willoughby 

gave  orders  for  the  firing  to  cease,  and  for  the  small  remains 
of  his  crew  to  shelter  themselves  below  ii  om  the  enemy's  fire, 
which  was  still  kept  up  with  vigour.  He  then  ?cnt  Acting 
Lieutenant  William  Weiss  to  the  Sirius,  to  acquaint  Cap- 
tain Pym  with  the  situation  of  the  ship,  suggesting  at  the 
same  time  the  possibility  of  towing  the  N^r^ide  out  of  reach 
of  the  enemy  with  the  boatSt  or  of  removing  the  orew  and 
setting  her  on  fire,  and  by  so  doing  cause  great  injury,  if 
not  destruction,  to  the  enemy's  ships  on  shore  in  a  cluster. 

In  reply  to  this  message,  Captain  Pym  scut  a  boat  alonir- 
side  the  Nereide.  requestinpr  Captain  Willoughby  to  aban- 
don the  ship,  and  repair  on  board  the  Sirins  ;  but  the  gal- 
lant captain,  willing  to  share  with  his  remaining  oihcers 
and  crew  their  danger  or  imprisonment,  sent  back  word 
that  the  N^r&de  had  surrendered.  Shortiy  afterwards 
a  boat  came  alongside  from  the  shore  to  know  the  reason 
that  the  N^r^ide  had  ceased  firing,  and  was  answered  that 
the  ship  had  struck;  but  the  boat,  being  in  a  sinking 
state  from  shot-holes,  unable  to  reach  the  shore  with  this 
answer,  returned  to  the  Nereide.  The  Bellone  still  conti- 
nued her  fire,  and  at  a  little  past  midnight  the  N^rdde's 
main-mast  was  shot  away  ;  but  it  was  not  until  Ih.  50m. 
A.M.  that  the  fire  of  the  French  frigate  was  discontinued. 
The  Magicienne  and  Iphigenia,  after  silencing  the  battery, 
also  ceased  firing. 

At  daylight,  on  the  24th  of  August,  the  Bellone  re- 
o])enecl  tire  u|)ou  the  Nereide,  and  although  French  colours 
were  dispkiyed  in  the  fore-rigging  in  token  of  surrender, 
the  firing  was  continued.  This  attack  upon  a  defenceless 
ship  was  then  attributed  to  the  circumstance  of  a  small 
union-jack,  which  was  still  flying  at  the  mizen- topgallant- 
mast-head  ;  and  as  the  rigging  was  all  cut,  and  the  halyards 
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by  which  It  been  hoisted  shot  away,  nothing  remained  but 
to  cut  aw  ay  the  mast,  which  was  accordingly  done,  and  the 
firine*  ceased. 

It  was  beheved  by  Captain  Pym,  and  so  stated  in  his 
official  letter,  that  every  person  on  board  the  N^reide 
was  ^ther  killed  or  woimded ;  but  this  proTed  to  be  incor- 
rect. The  real  Ios8»  however,  was  severe  enough.  Out 
of  281  officm  and  men,  which  were  on  board  the  N^r^de 
at  the  commencement  of  this  sanguinary  battle,  she  had 
Lieutenant  John  Burns,  Lieutenants  Muiiott  (of  the  33rd) 
and  Aldwinkle  (of  the  Madras  artiller}^),  one  midsliipman 
(George  Tiriunins),  and  88  seamen,  marines,  and  soldiers 
killed;  and  Captain  Willoughby,  Lieutenant Hemy  G.  Dea- 
con, the  master,  Mr.  Robert  Lesby,  Lieutenants  Thomas 
S.  Cox  (marines)  and  Needhall  (of  the  69th),  Boatswain 
John  Strong,  Midshipman  Samuel  Ckisterton,  and  130  sea- 
men, marines,  and  soldiers  w^ounded.  Total :  killed  and 
wounded,  230;  leaving  just  51  as  the  number  escaped. 
This  heavy  loss  is  attributed  in  some  measure  to  the  sliip's 

having  been  lined  with  fir,  which  caused  an  immense  num- 
ber of  splinters. 

The  Iphigenia,  out  of  255  men  and  boys,  had  five  seamen 
killed ;  her  first  lieutenant  (Robert  T.  Blackler)  and  12  sea- 
men and  marines  wounded.  The  Magicienne,  eight  men 
killed  and  20  wounded  ;  and  the  Sinus  no  loss  whatever. 
On  board  the  French  ships  the  loss  amounted  to  37  uiliccrs 
and  men  killed,  and  112  wounded. 

The  Magicienne  being  found  immovable,  and  having  much 
water  in  her  hold,  was  set  on  hre,  and  blew  up  with  her 
colours  flying  at  llh.  p.m.  on  the  24th. 

The  Iphigenia,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Captain 
Pym,  was  warped  out  and  anchored  near  the  Sirius  with- 
out recommencing  hostilities.  After  every  effort  had  been 
used  to  get  the  Sirius  afloat  without  avail,  a  quantity  of 
her  stores  \va.^  i  c  inoved  to  the  Iphigenia,  with  her  crew  and 
that  of  the  Magicienne,  and  she  was  s(  t  uu  lire,  and  at  1  Ih. 
▲«M.  on  the  25th  bk  w  up.  After  great  exertion,  the  Iphi- 
genia was  warped  out  ot  the  channel  and  anchored  off  the 
Isle  de  la  Passe,  at  8h.  30m.  p.m.  on  the  26th, 

On  the  27th  all  the  ships  in  (3rrand  Fort  were  observed 
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to  be  afloat,  and  three  strange  frigates  were  discovered  in 

the  offing,  upon  which  the  Iphigenia  cleared  for  action ; 
and,  having  sent  to  the  island  all  except  about  400  or  500 
men,  made  jireparations  to  rcccn  e  the  ciicmy.  The  French 
squadron  consisted  of  the  irigates  Venus,  Astree,  and 
Manche,  and  Entreprenant  brig,  under  Commodore  Ham- 
melini  which  had  saoled  from  Port  Louis,  at  midnight  on  the 
21st,  to  leliere  the  squadron  in  Grand  Port»  but  had  been 
thwarted  by  foul  winds.  At  Ih.  p.m.  the  French  squadron 
hove  to  off  the  island,  and  Commodore  Hammelin  sum- 
moned Captain  Lambert  to  surrender  at  discretion.  This 
was  refused  ;  but  Ca]>tain  Lambert  offered  to  surrender  the 
island  provided  the  Iphigenia  were  allowed,  with  the  officers 
and  men,  to  retire  to  a  British  port ;  but  these  terms  were 
refused,  and  on  the  28th  a  proposal  from  General Decaen,  to 
send  the  British  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  British  colours  were  hauled  down. 

Captains  Pym,  Lambert,  and  Curtis,  being  removed  with 
their  officers  and  men  to  Port  Louis,  were  treated  most 
infamously,  and  plundered  of  almost  every  thing  they 
possessed.  On  the  capture  of  the  I  Ac  of  France  in  the 
succeeding  December,  the  four  captains  and  their  surviving 
officers  and  men  were  tried  by  a  court-martial  on  board  the 
Illustrious,  74,  in  the  harbour  of  Port  Louis,  for  the  loss 
of  their  respectiye  ships,  and  most  honourably  su^quitted ; 
the  court  further  stating  it  as  their  opinion  that  "  the  N^* 
r^ide  was  carried  into  battle  in  a  most  judicious,  officer-like, 
and  gallant  manner  cxpressin^^  at  the  same  time  its  "  high 
admiration  of  the  noble  conduct  of  the  captain,  officers,  and 
ship's  comprniy,  during  the  wliole  of  their  unequal  contest." 

On  the  2dth  of  August,  being  off  the  Island  of  Aldemey, 
the  hired  armed  cutter  Queen  Charlotte,  mountin|>:  eight 
4-pounder8,  with  a  crew  of  27  men,  Mr*  Joseph  Thomas, 
master,  fought  a  very  gallant  action  witii  a  large  French 
16*gun  cutter  (supposed  to  have  been  the  late  British 
revenue  cutter  Swan),  having  on  board  a  crew  of  120  men. 
The  action  lasted  from  3h.  oOni.  to  5h.  p.m.,  when  the 
French  cutter  hauled  off  to  the  north-east,  leavinu*  the 
Queen  Charlotte  in  a  disabled  state,  with  her  boatswain 
killed  and  14  men  wounded. 
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On  the  8th  of  September,  the  98-gun  ship  Dreadnought, 
Captain  Valentine  CoUard,  bearing  the  Hag  Rear- Admiral 
Sotheby,  while  cruizing  off  the  coast  of  France,  discovered  a 
ship  andiored  in  a  small  creek  on  tlie  west  side  of  Ushant, 
At  daybreak  on  the  morning  of  liie  9th,  seven  boats, 
well  manned  and  armed,  were  dispatched  under  tlie  orders 
of  Lieutenant  lliomas  Pettman.  1'hese  on  their  a})j)roiich 
were  received  by  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry,  from  a  iiiimljcr 
of  troops  concealed  among  the  rocks,  -and  from  two  tiuld- 
pieces  on  the  beach ;  but,  dashing  on ,  tliey  boarded  and 
gained  possession  of  the  ship.  About  GOO  soldiers^  asf^em- 
bled  on  a  precipice  over  the  vessel,  continued  a  very  galling 
and  destructive  fire  upon  the  British,  by  which  a  loss  was 
sustained  of  Messieurs  Henry  B.  Middleton  (master's 
mate),  niid  WiUiam  Robinson  (midshipman),  two  seamen, 
and  two  marines  killed ;  and  Lieutenants  Henry  Elton  and 
Stewart  Biackler,  Messieurs  Georo^c  Burt  and  Henry 
Dennis,  midshipmen,  18  seamen,  and  nine  marines  wounded ; 
and  five  seamen  and  one  marine  missing.  Total :  six  killed^ 
31  wounded,  and  six  missing  or  made  prisoners.  Two  of 
the  boats  drifted  on  shore»  and  were  taken  possession  of  by 
tlie  enemy. 

On  the  10th  of  September,  the  British  18-pouiidcr  38- 
gun  frigate  Africame,  Captain  Robert  Corbet,  arrived  at 
Bourbon,  and  became  attached  to  Commndoro  Rowley's 
squadron.  On  the  11th,  she  chased  a  French  schooner  oli' 
the  Isle  Ronde,  Isle  of  France,  which  she  drove  on  shore  in 
a  small  creek.  Two  boats  from  the  frigate,  commanded  by 
lieutenant  Robert  Forder,  and  Mr.  Jenkin  Jones,  master^s 
mate,  were  sent  in  after  them,  and  boarded  the  schooner ; 
but  she  was  so  effectually  defended  by  a  body  of  soldiers 
on  eacli  bank  of  the  narrow  creek,  that  the  British  were 
compelk  d  to  abandon  her,  with  the  loss  of  two  men  killed  ; 
and  Lieutenant  of  Marines  James  Jackson  (^),  Henry 
Sewell,  midshipman,  and  14  men  wounded. 

On  the  morning  of  the  12th,  the  Africaine  having  re- 
turned to  the  Isle  of  Bourbon  to  land  her  wounded,  two 
ingates  and  a  brig  were  observed  to  windward,  which  were 
the  French  18-pounder  38 -gun  frigates  Iphigenie  (late 
Iphigcnia)  and  Astree,  and  Entreprenant  brig,  standing  in 
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towarda  St.  Denis,  as  if  disposed  to  offer  battle.  Commo- 
dore Rowley,  in  the  Boadicea»  accompanied  by  the  16-gun 
corvette  Otter,  Captain  Jamea  Tomkinaon,  and  gfim-bri^ 

Staunch,  Lieutenant  Benjamin  Street,  weighed  from  St. 
Paul's  Bay  and  proceeded  in  chase  of  the  French  frigates, 
and  shortly  afterwards  the  Boadicea  made  her  number  to  the 
Africaine.  The  enemy's  frigates  at  this  time  bore  from  the 
latter  north,  distant  about  eight  miles.  The  Africaine  then 
made  sail  on  a  wind  in  chase  of  the  French  ships,  and  at 
6h.  20m.  lost  sight  of  the  Boadicea,  aa  did  the  latter 
of  the  Otter  and  Staunch.  At  7h.  d(hn.  the  Africaine  had 
arrived  within  about  two  milea  of  the  weather  quarter  of 
the  French  frigates,  and  her  superiority  of  sailing  was  such 
as  to  enable  her  to  keep  way  with  them  under  the  topsails 
nnd  foresail.  As  it  grew  dark,  the  Africaine  threw  up 
rockets  to  indicate  her  situation  to  the  Boadicea. 

At  Ih.  50m.  A.M.  on  the  Idth,  in  the  midst  of  a  heavy 
aquall,  the  French  frigatea  bore  up,  followed  by  the  Afri- 
caine ;  and  at  2h.  10m.,  the  enemy  having  again  hauled  to 
the  wind,  the  Africaine  found  heraelf  within  muaket-ahot 
on  the  weather  and  starboard  quarter  of  the  As  tree.  The 
Boadicea  was  now  about  li\e  miles  distant  on  the  lee 
quarter  of  the  Afrieame.  Captain  Corbet,  anxious  to 
prevent  the  enemy  from  entering  Port  Louis,  from  which 
they  were  not  far  distant,  determined  to  commence  the 
unequal  contest ;  and  at  2h.  20m.  a  double- shotted  broad* 
aide  was  fired  into  the  Aatr^.  Thia,  the  F^ch  frigate 
immediately  returned ;  and  at  the  aecondbroadaide  Captain 
Corbet  was  mortally  wounded,  a  ahot  striking  off  his  right 
foot  above  the  ancle,  and  a  isplinler  causing  a  compound 
fixture  of  the  thigh. 

The  command  then  devolved  upon  Lieutenant  Joseph 
Crew  IHiUidge,  who  received  Captain  Corbet'a  injunction, 
aa  he  was  being  carried  below,  to  bring  the  enemy  to  doae 
action.  At  2h.  dOm.  the  Aatr^,  having  her  jib-boom  ahot 
away,  and  the  clue  of  her  f ore-topaail  cut,  filled  and  ranged 
ahead ;  and  the  Iphig^nie  then  bore  up,  and  took  a  station 
on  the  lee  quarter  of  her  consort.  The  breeze  having 
freshened,  the  Africaine  boldly  ran  between  the  two  ships 
to  windward  of  the  Iphigenie,  and  opened  fire  upon  this  fresh 
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opponent,  from  her  larboard  guns,  having  at  the  snine 
time  the  Astree  on  her  weather  bow.  At  3h.  30m,  the 
i^ricaine  had  her  jib-hoom  and  fore-topmast  shot  away, 
and  shortly  afterwards  her  mizen-topmast.  Lieutenant 
Tallidge,  although  severely  wounded  in  four  places,  refused 

to  quit  the  deck  ;  the  nexl  oifieer  in  seniority.  Lieutenant 
Forder,  had  been  shot  through  the  breast  with  a  musket  ball 
and  carried  below ;  and  at  4h.  the  master  had  his  head  taken 
off  by  a  round  shot.  At  4h.  45m.  a.m.,  at  which  time  her 
three  lower  masts  were  in  a  tottering  state>  her  hull  dread- 
fully shattered,  and  the  decks  covered  with  killed  and 
wounded,  the  Afncaine  ceased  firing.  Being  in  this  dis- 
abled  state,  and  finding  at  daylight  that  the  Boadicea  was 
still  more  than  four  miles  to  lcc\\  ard,  the  Africaine  at  about 
5h.  hauled  down  her  colours  ;  but  the  enemy  continued  to 
fire  on  the  suiTendered  sliip  for  some  minutes,  and  Captain 
Elliott,  and  several  men,  were  killed  in  consequence. 

In  this  tremendous  conflict,  the  Africaine,  out  of  295 
men  and  boys,  including  a  lieutenant  and  25  soldiers 
of  the  86th  regiment,  had  her  master,  Mr.  Samuel  Parker, 
Captain  Elliott,  of  the  army,  28  seamen,  14  marines,  and 
five  soldiers  killed ;  and  Captain  Corbet  (mortally).  Lieu- 
tenants TuUidge  and  Robert  Forder,  Lieutenants  James 
Jackson  (marines)  and  Home,  8oth  regiment.  Messieurs 
John  ITieed,  Jenkin  Jones,  (master's  mates),  Charles 
Mercier,  and  Robert  Leeche  (midsliipmen),  76  seamen,  12 
marines,  and  17  soldiers,  wounded.  Total :  49  killed,  and 
114  wounded.  The  acknowledged  loss  of  the  French  fri* 
gates  was  ten  men  killed  and  25  wounded,  but  this  is  sup- 
posed to  be  much  less  than  that  really  sustained. 

The  Africaine,  being  totally  dismasted,  was  taken  posses- 
sion of  by  the  French  ;  but  recaptured  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  same  day  by  the  Boadicea  and  consorts.  Lieutenant 
Tullidge  was  tried  by  court-martial  for  surrendering  the 
ship,  and  with  the  surviving  oHicers  most  honourably  ac- 
quitted, and  complimented  upon  the  gallant  conduct 
evinced  upon  this  occasion.  It  is  gratifying  to  know  that 
Lieutenant  Tullidge  received  the  just  reward  of  his  bravery 
by  promotion  to  the  rank  of  commander. 

A  great  deal  has  been  said  in  reference  to  Captain  Corbet. 
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He  has  been  stigmatized  as  a  cruel  and  ezcessiTely  severe 
officer,  and  it  was  for  a  time  currently  reported  (thougii 

without  the  smallest  foundation  in  fact),  that  one  of  lus 
own  crew  had  inflicted  thi  wound  which  caused  his  death. 
Much  exaggeration  has  unquef?t  ion  ably  been  used  towards 
him  ;  and  greatly  as  Mr.  James  may  have  relied  upon  the 
authenticity  of  the  information  elicited  by  his  inquiries,  we 
are  very  much  disposed  to  be  scq)tical.  We  also  have  made 
inquiries,  and  that  too  from  those  who  would  have  been  most 
subject  to  the  lashes  which  Mr*  James  condemns;  and  it  is  a 
relief  to  know  that  these  declare  Captain  Corbet,  though  a 
good  disciplinarian,  not  to  have  been  an  unusually  severe, 
and  far  from  a  cruel  man.  His  bravery  was  put  to  a  severe 
test  on  the  above  occasion,  and  gallantly  did  he  acquit 
iiimself ;  and  we  hold  it  as  an  a:dom,  that  a  brave  and  good 
officer  can  never  deserve  the  stigma  of  cruelty,  altiiough 
he  may  occasionally  have  been  under  the  neceesity  of  re- 
sorting to  extreme  punishments.  The  Boadicea,  acconapa- 
nied  1^  the  recaptured  Afiicaine,  and  by  the  Otter  and 
Staunch,  anchored  in  St.  Paul's  Bay  on  the  15th. 

On  the  1 7th  of  September,  the  18-pounder  32 -gun  frigate 
(or,  in  other  word?,  a  ship  of  670  tons,  built  for  an  East 
Indiaman,  and  armed  as  such)  Ceylon,  Captain  Charles  Gor- 
don, arrived  off  Port  Louis  from  Madras,  in  expectation 
of  £Edling  in  with  the  Boadicea :  but,  after  reconnoitring 
the  port,  made  safl  towards  Bourbon.  At  Ih.  15m.  p.m» 
Commodore  Hammdin,  in  the  18>pounder  40-gun  frigate 
Venus,  accompanied  by  the  1 6-gun  corvette  Victor,  weighed 
in  pursuit  of  the  Ceylon,  and  at  2h.  p.m.  were  descried 
from  the  Ceylon  in  chase  of  her.  The  British  frigate  con- 
tinued steering  west-by-south,  hoping  to  reach  Bourbon, 
where  Captain  Gordon  doubted  not  he  should  find  the 
Boadicea*  The  Venus,  however,  overtook  the  Ceylon,  at 
Ih.  15m.  A.M.  on  tiie  18th,  and  commenced  the  action.  A 
running  fight  was  maintained  with  much  spirit,  until  4h. 
dOm.  A.M.,  by  which  time  the  Victor  had  also  arrived  up, 
and  commenced  taking  part  in  the  action.  Having  lost 
fore  and  main-topmasts  and  gail,  and  being  otherwise 
much  disabled,  the  Ceylon  then  hauled  down  her  ctiiours. 
The  loss  on  board  the  Ceylon,  out  of  a  crew  of  29o  men 
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and  boys,  amounted  to  six  seamen  and  four  soldiers  of  the 
69 th  killed ;  and  Captiiiii  Gurdun,  Mr.  William  Oliver, 
master.  Captain  Ross,  of  the  69th,  Boatswain  Andrew 
Crraham,  1 7  seamen,  one  marine,  and  nine  soldiers  wounded. 
Total :  ten  killed  and  31  wounded. 

At  7h.  SOm.  A«M.  of  the  same  day.  Commodore  Rowley, 
witti  the  Boadicea,  Otter,  and  Staunch,  discovered  the  two 
Frendi  ships  and  their  prize  abreast  of  St.  Denis ;  and, 
having  received  ilfly  volunteers  from  the  Afncaine,  the 
Boadicea  nnd  consorts  weigheil  and  made  sail  in  chase.  At 
8h.  A.M.  the  Victor  took  the  Ceylon  in  tow,  and  with  the 
^^cnus  was  making  the  best  of  her  way  to  the  Isle  of  France ; 
but  at  dh.  dOm.  p.m.,  finding  the  British  gain  rapidly  in 
the  pursuit,  the  latter  removed  her  men  from  the  prize,  and 
hauled  up  to  join  the  Venus.  The  latter  Ihen  stood  towards 
the  Boadicea,  and  the  corvette,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of 
Commodore  Hiunimjliu,  made  sail  towards  the  Isle  oi  France. 
At  4h.  4(Jm.  P.M.  the  Boadicea  ran  the  Venus  (which,  in 
her  action  with  the  Ceylon,  had  lost  her  mizen-mast  and 
topmasts)  alongside,  and  after  ten  minutes'  engagement,  in 
which  the  British  frigate  had  two  men  wounded,  and  the 
VeauB  nine  killed  and  15  wounded,  the  latter  hauled  down 
her  colours.  The  Boadicea  taking  the  Venus  in  tow,  and 
the  Otter  the  Ceylon,  returned  to  the  Isle  of  Bourbon. 
Captain  Gordon  subsequently  resumed  the  command  of 
the  CeyloQ,  and  being  tried  l)y  court-martial  for  her  loss, 
was  most  honourably  acquitted.  The  Venus,  a  tine  ship 
of  1,100  tons,  was  taken  into  the  British  service,  and,  to 
perpetuate  the  name  of  Captain  Willoughby's  gallantly 
defended  ship,  was  very  properly  called  the  N^r^de. 

On  the  night  of  the  27th  of  September,  the  boats  of  the 
120 -gun  ship  Caledonia,  Ca]^tain  Sir  Harry  Neale;  74-gun 
ship  Vahant,  Captain  llobert  D.  Oliver;  and  38-gun  frigate 
Armide,  Captain  Richard  D.  Dunn,  at  anchor  in  Basque 
Kua(l>.  were  scat  away  under  the  orders  of  lieutenant 
Arthur  P.  Hamilton,  of  the  Caledonia,  to  destroy  three  brigs 
lying  under  the  protection  of  a  battery  at  Pointe  du  Ch6 ; 
and  a  division  of  130  marines,  commanded  by  Captains 
Thomas  Sherman,  and  Archibald  McLachlan,  Lieutenants 
John  Coulter*  John  Couche  (marines)*  and  Robert  Little 
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(marine  artiDery),  were  ordered  to  eflfisct  a  landing,  and 

attack  the  battery,  and  a  large  body  of  troops  assembled 
for  the  protection  of  the  vessels.  At  5h.  30m.  a.m.  the 
marines  were  landed,  the  battery  carried,  and  the  cruns 
spiked.  The  troops  were  routed  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet 
hy  Captain  Sherman  and  his  marines^  and  two  of  the  brigs 
captured  and  the  third  destroyed  by  the  seamen.  The 
marines  re-embarked  without  losing  a  man ;  but  one  piivate 
was  wounded,  and  Lieutenant  litde*  in  attempting  to  cut 
down  the  sentinel  at  the  entrance  of  the  battery,  received 
the  contents  of  his  musket  in  his  ri^lit  liaiid,  wliich  rendered 
amputetion  necessary. 

On  the  night  of  the  28th  of  Se[)tember,  Captain  Robert 
Hall,  of  the  14-gun  brig  Rambler,  lying  in  Gibraltar  Bay, 
having  been  detached  with  some  gun-boats  in  quest  of 
enemy's  privateers^  after  a  pull  of  20  hours,  landed  with 
30  officers  and  men,  near  the  entrance  of  the  river  Barbate, 
TarifiEL  Aflber  traversing  the  sand  hills,  to  get  at  a  large 
French  privateer,  protected  by  two  6 -pounders  and  30 
dragoons,  in  addition  to  her  own  crew.  Captain  Hall  and 
his  party  commenced  the  attack,  and  after  fsome  sharp 
firing  the  enemy  retreated,  with  the  loss  of  five  dragoons 
and  two  seamen  killed.    The  privateer  was  brought  out. 

On  the  14th  of  October,  the  British  10-gun  brig  Briseis, 
Acting  Commander  George  Bentham,  cruizing  in  tiie  North 
Sea,  chased  tiie  French  14-gun  schooner  privateer  Sans 
Souci.  After  a  run  of  eight  and  an  action  of  one  hour's 
duration,  the  privateer  ^surrendered,  having  had  eight  men 
killed  and  19  wounded.  The  Briseis  had  one  master's  mate, 
Alexander  Gunn,  Captain's  Clerk  James  Davidson,  and 
two  seamen  killed,  and  1 1  men  wounded. 

On  the  25th  of  October,  the  10-gun  brig  Calliope, 
Captain  John  McKerlie,  captured,  in  the  North  Sea,  the 
Countesse  d'Hambourg,  French  schooner  privateer  of  14 
guns  and  51  men,  after  a  chase  of  two  hours  and  a  smart 
running  action.  The  schooner's  main-mast  was  shot  away, 
and  she  was  otherwise  much  shattered  ;  her  loss  is  not 
mentioned,  but  the  Calliope  had  three  men  wounded. 

On  the  27th  of  Octol^er,  when  about  twenty  leagues 
south-west  of  Scilly,  the  16-gun  brig  Orestes,  Captain 
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John  R.  Lapenotiere,  chased  and  captured  the  French  brig 

privateer  JiOU])-Grarou,  of  IG-guns  and  100  men,  after  an 
hour  's  ruiming  acUon,  in  which  the  privateer  had  four  men 
wounded. 

On  the  4th  of  November,  while  the  18 -gun  corvette 
Blossom,  Captain  William  Stewart,  was  cruizmg  off  Gape 
Side,  she  chased  a  xebec,  and  it  faUing  calm,  two  boats 
were  dispatched  in  chase,  in  which  were  Lieutenant  Samuel 

Davis,  Mr.  Richard  Harablv,  master's  mate,  and  Mr.  John 
Marshall,  midshipmaii.  About  7h.  a.m.  the  privateer, 
which  wa^i  the  ('a^sar,  of  four  guns  and  a9  men,  opened  a 
£re  upon  the  boats,  killing  Lieutenant  Davis  and  three 
seamen,  and  woundmg  Mr.  Hambly  and  four  men.  With 
the  26  men  left,  Mr.  Marshall  continued  the  pursuit,  and 
gallantly  boarded  and  carried  the  privateer,  with  the  addi- 
tion  of  five  men  wounded.  The  enemy  had  four  men  kiUed 
and  nine  wounded. 

On  the  8th  of  November,  the  boats  of  the  32 -gun  frigate 
Quebec,  Captain  Sibthorpe  J.  Havvtayne,  commanded  by 
Lieutenants  Stephen  Popham  and  Richard  A.  Yates,  and 
Mr.  John  McDcmald,  master's  mate,  attacked  and  captured 
the  French  schooner  privateer  Jcune*Louise,  of  14  guns  and 
35  men,  at  anchor  within  the  Vlie-stroom,  in  the  TexeL 
The  boats,  previous  to  effectingdiis,  unfortunately  grounded 
on  the  sand,  within  pistol-shot  of  the  schooner ;  and  in  that 
situation  received  some  broadsides  and  musketry.  The 
Frencli  captain,  Galien  Lafont,  fell  in  personal  conflict  wath 
Lieutenant  Yates.  The  rnitish  loss  amounted  to  two  men 
(one  killed  and  one  drowned),  and  one  wounded. 

On  the  15th  of  November,  at  lib.  40m.  p.m.,  the  14- 
gun  schooner  Phipps,  Captain  Christopher  Bell,  chased  a 
lugger  privateer  into  Calus ;  and  early  on  the  morning  of 
the  16th,  the  Phipps  fell  in  ^th,  and  commenced  a  running 
action  with  another  lui^ger,  which  she  chased  so  close  to  the 
shore,  that  at  5h.  oOin.  a.m.,  in  order  to  prevent  her  run- 
ning on  the  rocks,  the  Phipps  ran  her  on  board.  Pouring 
in  her  broadside.  Lieutenant  Robert  Tryon,  with  Mr* 
Patrick  Wright,  master's  mate,  and  Mr.  Peter  Geddes, 
boatswain,  at  the  head  of  a  party  of  seamen,  boarded,  and 
in  a  few  minutes  carried  the  lugger,  which  proved  to  be 
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the  Barbier«de-Seville,  mounting  16-guns,  with  a  crew  of 

GO  men.  Lieutenant  Tryon  was  mortally  wounded,  and 
one  seaman  was  killed.  The  privateer  had  six  killed  and 
11  wounded,  and  was  so  much  shattered,  that  she  sank 
soon  after  her  capture,  carrying  with  her  one  of  the  crew  of 
the  Phipps. 

On  ike  3rd  of  December,  the  Isle  of  France  capitulated 
to  a  squadron  under  the  command  of  Vice-Admiral  Bertie, 

consistmg  of  one  74-gnn  ship,  12  frigates,  and  four  sloops, 

and  a  fleet  of  transports  containing  10,000  troops,  imder 
Major-General  Abercromby.  This  capture  wa^  effected 
after  some  severe  skirmisiiing,  and  was  attended  with  the 
loss  on  the  part  of  the  British  of  28  killed,  94  wounded,  and 
45  missing.  The  French  regulars  amounted  to  1,300,  and 
the  militia  to  1(),0U()  men;  the  island  was  defended  by 
209  cannon.  In  Port  Louis  were  found  the  40-gun  frigates 
Bellone,  Minenre,  Manche,  Astrde,  and  Iphig^ie,  corvette 
Victor,  and  brig  Entreprenant ;  also  the  Charlton,  Ceylon, 
and  United  Kingdom,  late  Englisli  Indiamen,  and  24  French 
merchant  ships. 

The  Bellone  under  the  name  of  Junon,  the  Astr^e  under 
that  of  Pomone,  and  the  Iphigenie  under  her  English  name, 
were  added  to  the  British  navy;  but  tlie  Nereide  was 
found  in  so  bad  a  state  that  she  was  sold  to  be  broken  up. 

On  the  10th  of  December,  in  the  evening,  the  lO-gun 
brig  Rosario,  Captain  Booty  Harvey,  cruizing  off  Dunge- 
ness,  fell  in  with  two  French  lugger  privateers.  The  Ro- 
sario immediately  ran  one  alongside,  which  was  boarded 
and  taken  possession  of  by  lieutenant  Thomas  Daws,  at  the 
head  of  a  part}^  of  men.  The  prize  was  the  Mamelouck,  of 
16  guns  and  45  men,  seven  of  whom  were  wounded.  The 
Rosario  had  two  men  severely,  and  three  slightly  wounded. 

On  the  12th  of  December,  the  British  4-pounder  8-gun 
cutter  Entreprenant,  the  crew  of  which  consisted  of  33  men 
and  boys,  lieutenant  Peter  Williams,  commander,  while 
lying  becalmed,  near  Malaga,  was  attacked  by  four  large 
French  |iiivateers — one,  of  six  guns  and  75  men;  a  second, 
of  five  o  uns  and  45  men ;  and  the  others,  of  two  heavy 
guns  and  25  men  each.  At  1  Ih.  a.m.  the  firing  commenced 
on  both  sides,  and  was  continued  until  2h.  45m.  p.m.,  dur- 
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in^  which  time  three  vigorous,  though  ineffectual,  attempts 
were  made  to  board  the  cutter ;  but,  being  repulsed  with 
the  utmost  gallantry,  the  privateers  took  to  thdr  oars*  and 
swept  away,  fiied  at  by  the  cutter  as  long  as  her  shot  would 
reach.  The  Entreprenant  had  one  man  killed  and  ten 
wounded ;  several  of  her  guns  were  dismounted,  and  her 
spars  uiid  liii^iiig  very  much  cut.  Notwithstanding  his 
extremely  good  and  gallaut  cuuduct,  which  preserved  the 
cutter  from  capture,  Lieutenant  Williams,  though  oi"  teu 
years'  standing,  had  to  wait  four  years  longer  for  his  pro- 
motion ;  but  he  and  his  devoted  little  crew  received  from 
Commodore  Penrose,  at  Gibraltar,  and  from  every  officer 
to  whom  Ihis  meritorious  exploit  was  known,  those  com- 
mendations which  could  not  but  have  been  liighly  grati- 
fying. 

On  the  7th  of  December,  in  the  evening,  the  10-gun 
brier  Rinaldo,  Captain  James  Anderson,  while  cruizinc  oflF 
Dover,  observed  two  large  luggers,  standing  towards  the 
English  coast.  On  seeing  the  Rinaldo,  they  endeavoured 
to  cross  the  brig,  and  regain  their  own  shores ;  but,  per- 
ceiving the  design,  the  Rinaldo,  after  a  smart  action,  ran  the 
nearest  one  on  board,  her  jib-boom  passing  under  the  lug- 
ger's jib-stay.  The  French  crew,  which  in  number  greatly 
exceeded  the  llinaldo's,  then  attempted  to  board ;  but, 
being  repulsed  w^ith  loss,  the  lugger  w^as  boarded  and  cap- 
tured by  a  pai-t}^  of  the  British,  led  by  Lieutenant  Edward 

S.  i:^aimer.  The  prize  was  the  Maraudeur,  of  14  guns  and 
85  men.    The  other  vessel  effected  her  escape  into  Calais. 

On  the  17th  of  December,  at  3h.  30m.  p.m.,  while  stand- 
ing out  from  St.  Helen's^  on  her  way  to  Dover,  the  Rinaldo 
discovered  four  luggers  in  the  ofEng,  with  tiieir  sails 
lowered ;  and,  in  order  to  decoy  them  after  him.  Captain 
Anderson  stood  in  shore,  and  trimmed  sails  so  as  to  permit 
them  to  approach  after  dark.  At  5h.  i».m.,  the  Ower's  lio;ht 
bearing  west- north -w^est,  distant  half  a  mile,  the  two  largest 
luggers  ranged  up  under  the  Rinaldo's  stem,  and,  firing 
their  broadsides*  hailed,  and  in  a  very  abusive  manner, 
ordered  her  to  surrender.  The  RInakio,  being  fully  pre- 
pared for  the  salute,  tacked  and  poured  a  broadside  into 
eachofthem:  she  then  wore  round  and,  when  within  pistid- 
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shot  of  the  largest,  fired  a  second  broadside,  llie  effect  of 
this  was  to  bring  down  the  lii2^ger's  ma-ts  ;ind  sail«,  and  to 
make  the  crew  call  for  quarter,  who  hailed  that  the  vessel 
was  sinking,  and  desired  that  boats  might  be  sent  to  their 
assistance.  The  second  lugger  now  bore  up,  apparently  in- 
tending to  board  the  Binaldo*  but  she  was  soon  compelled 
to  haul  off ;  and,  having  lowered  her  sails,  the  crew  haHed  to 
say  that  they  had  struck.  While  wearing  round  and  man- 
ning her  boats  to  send  to  the  sinking  prize,  the  Rinuldo 
was  carried  by  the  current  foul  of  the  Ower*s  light  vessel, 
and  the  second  hip^irer,  which  had  surrendered,  taking  ad- 
vantage of  this  accident,  rehoisted  her  sails  and  escaped. 
The  largest  lugger  went  down»  and,  out  of  a  crew  of  70 
men,  oidy  the  captain  and  two  were  saved*  The  vessel's 
name  was  Vieille  Josephine,  and  she  mounted  16  guns. 

On  the  13th  of  Dc^mber,  a  party,  consistmg  of  350 
seamen  and  250  marines,  from  the  74-gun  ships  Kent, 
Captain  Tlioiiias  Rogers  ;  Ajax,  Captain  Robert  W.  Otway  ; 
frigate  Cambrian,  Captain  Francis  W.  Fane  ;  and  corvettes 
Sparrowhawk  and  Afinstrel,  Captains  James  Pringle  and 
Colin  Campbell,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Fane, 
landed  near  the  Mole  of  Palamos,  on  the  south  coast  of 
Spain,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  an  armed  ketch,  some 
xebecs  and  merchant  vessels,  lying  under  the  protection  of 
two  batteries.  The  batteries  and  magazines  were  de- 
stroyed, and  the  vessels  brought  off  with  a  trifling  loss  ; 
but,  unfortunately,  in  returning  to  the  sliips,  the  men,  in- 
stead of  retiring  along  tlie  beach,  where  they  would  have 
been  covered  by  the  fire  of  the  corvettes,  took  their  road 
through  the  town.  In  consequence  of  this  thoughtless 
step  they  became  exposed  to  a  murderous  fire  from  the 
French  troops,  which  had  posted  themselves  in  the  houses, 
by  which  two  officers,  19  seamen,  and  12  marines  were 
killed ;  and  15  officers,  42  seamen,  and  32  marines  wound- 
ed ,  and  two  officers,  41  seamen,  ;iiul  43  marines  made  pri- 
soners. Total:  33  killed,  89  wounded,  and  87  prisoners. 
Captain  Fane,  who  remained  on  the  mole-head  to  the  last 

in  the  performance  of  his  arduous  duty,  was  among  the 
latter. 
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Ox  the  4th  of  Febnian%  the  boats  of  the  frigates  Cerbe- 
rus  and  Active*  Captains  Henry  Whitby  and  James  A. 
Gordon,  were  dispatched,  under  the  command  of  Lieute- 
nant Oeorge  Hayes,  of  the  latter  ship,  to  bring  out  four 
vessels,  lying  in  the  port  of  Pestichi,  on  the  coast  of  Italy. 
Three  of  the  vessels  were  brought  out,  and  the  fourth 
burnt,  with  no  loss  to  the  British. 

On  the  12th,  the  botttb  of  the  same  frigates  were  sent 
away,  under  the  orders  of  Lieutenant  James  Dickenson,  of 
the  Cerberus,  assisted  by  Lieutenants  George  Hayes  and 
Greorge  Cumpson,  and  Master's  Mates  James  Oibson  and 
Samuel  Bennie,  together  with  a  party  of  marines,  under 
laeutenant  Jolm  Meares,  to  bring  out  some  vessels  at  an- 
chor in  the  harbour  of  Ortona. 

At  lOh.  A.M.,  the  boats  having  approached  the  mole,  a 
fire  of  great  ^i^uns  and  musketry  was  opened  from  a  trabac- 
colo,  mounting  six  guns,  and  from  soldiers  posted  on  the 
beach  and  hills.  The  British  responded  to  this  salute  by 
three  cheers,  and,  dashing  on,  boarded  and  carried  the  tra- 
baccolo  in  a  few  minutes.  The  party  then  landed,  and, 
having  driven  the  enemy  before  them,  ten  vessels,  laden 
with  wheat,  oil,  &c«,  were  captured,  and  the  magazines 
containing  stores  destroyed.  This  service  was  attended 
with  no  severer  casualty  to  the  British  than  four  men 
wounded. 

On  the  evening  of  the  4th  of  March,  Commodore  Du- 
bourdieUy  who,  in  the  month  of  October  last,  entered  the 
harbour  of  Ancona,  sailed  from  that  port  with  a  squadron 
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of  six  large  frigates,  one  16-gun  brig,  a  10-gun  schooner, 
6-gun  xebec,  and  two  gun-boats,  having  on  hoard  about  500 
troops,  intended  to  garrison  Lissa  (a  small  island  on  the 
coast  of  Dalmatia)  as  sooa  as  they  should  have  gained 
possession  of  it. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  I3th»  Commodore  Dubour** 
dieu  came  in  sight  of  the  British  squadron,  under  Captain 
WilUam  Hoste,  at  this  time  about  a  mile  from  the  entrance 
of  Port  St.  Geor[re.  At  4h.  a.m.  the  extremes  of  the 
Island  of  Lissa  bore  iVom  the  Amphion  east-by-south  and 
south-by-west,  and  at  6h.  the  Franco- Venetian  S(|ii;idron 
bore  down  to  the  attack,  in  two  divisions,  in  the  following 
order 


STARBOARD,  OR  WBATHSB 

Gum, 

r Favorite  (commodore), 
''^IFlorc, 


LARBOABD,  OB  LBB  DIVISION. 

€fm». 

^^fDanae, 

iCorona  (Venetian), 
32  Carolina  (Venetian), 
A  scliooaer,  xebec,  and  gun- 
boats. 


32  Bellona  (Venetian), 
16  Mercure, 

The  British  ships,  under  topgallant  sails  and  jibs,  with 

red  ensigns  at  their  peaks,  and  decorated  with  union-jacks 
and  ensigns  at  their  foremast  heads  and  on  their  diiferent 
stays,  were  quickly  formed  in  line  ahead  in  the  following 
order  ;— 

Guns. 

32  Amphion    Captain  William  Hoste, 

38  Active   „     James  A.  Grordon* 

28  Volage    Phipps  Hornby, 

32  Cerberu;^   „     Henry  Whitby. 

It  will  be  as  well  in  this  place  to  mention  the  compara- 
tive force  of  the  approaching  combatants.  The  enemy's 
squadron  was  composed  of  four  large  18-pounder,  40-gun, 
1,100  ton  frigates,  and  two  12-pounder  32-gun  frigates,  of 

700  tons.  The  40-gun  frigates  mounted  from  48  to  50 
guns  each;  and  the  32-gun  frigates  3G  guns,  including  24 
long  12-pounders,  on  their  main-decks  ;  besides  which,  the 
small  vessels  mounted  together  36  guns.    At  the  lowest 
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estimate,  this  squadron  had  on  board  2,500  men.  The  Bri- 
tish squadron  consisted  of  two  1 8 -pu  under  frigates:  the  Ac- 
tive, of  1,058,  and  Am|)hion,  of  914  tons;  the  former 
mounting'  44,  and  the  latter  42  guns ;  Cerberus,  12-por.nder 
32*gua  frigate*  of  816  tons*  mounting  38  guns*  including 
24  long  12-poundm  on  the  main-deck ;  and  the  Volage*  of 
529  tons,  rated  as  a  22-gnn  ship,  and  armed  with  22  car- 
ronades,  32-pounders,  on  the  maiu-dcck,  and  four  Im- 
pounder carronades  and  two  long  6-pounders  on  the  quar- 
ter-deck and  forecastle.  The  crews  of  the  above  ships  did 
not  exceed  880  in  alL  The  actual  force  of  the  contending 
parties  may,  therefore,  be  thus  stated:  British,  154  guns, 
880  men :  Franco- Venetians*  300  guns*  and  2*500  men : 
shewing  a  superiority  in  &vour  of  the  enemy  of  146  guns* 
and  1,620  men :  or,  taking  into  consideratifm  the  over- 
whelming nLiiiil)cr  of  nicii,  uf  more  than  half. 

Notwithstanding  this  disparity,  which  was  clearly  visible 
to  Captain  Hoste,  he  mnde  not  the  smallest  effort  to  de- 
cline the  combat ;  but,  oa  the  contrary,  with  his  gallant  com- 
pamons,  exulted  in  the  prospect  of  a  meeting  for  which 
they  had  for  many  months  previously  eagerly  longed.  With 
his  ships*  formed  in  line  on  the  starboai^  tack*  in  the  order 
already  stated,  so  compact  that  the  flying  jib-boom  of  the  one 
was  only  a  few  fed  fruiu  the  spanker  of  the  other.  Captain 
Hoste  gallantly  offered  battle  to  the  enemy.    Imitatincr  the 

immortal  Nclbon,  under  whom  he  had  first  IcariK  il  to  meet 

a  foe,  Captain  Hoste  determined  to  try  the  effect  ot  a  sig- 
nal* which*  while  it,  on  his  part*  served  to  shew  a  grateful 
remembrance  of  his  former  commander  and  patron*  might 
also  knit  by  still  stronger  bonds  the  captains*  officers*  and 
seamen  under  his  command.  He*  therefore,  telegraphed 
"  Remember  Nelsox,"  and  the  uieaiung-  of  the  flags  was 
no  sooner  known  than  it  was  received  by  each  British  sea- 
man with  hearty  and  enthusiastic  cliei  rs,  such  as  British 
sailors  and  marines  only  know  how  to  give. 

At  9h.  the  Amphion  opened  fire  upon  the  Favorite* 
as  did  also  the  Active.  The  relative  positions  of  the  two 
squadrons  at  this  period  we  endeavour  to  illustrate  by  a 
diagram. 

2  A  2 
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ACT      vcn;:  cerb. 


At  9h.  10m.  the  Favorite,  being  close  on  the  weather 

beam  of  the  Amphion,  evinced  an  intention  to  lay  her  on 
board ;  but  the  vigorous  fire  opened  upon  her  by  that  frigate, 
and  in  particular  the  discharge  of  about  750  musket-balla 
from  a  oy-inch  howitzer  on  the  quarter-deck,  which  caused 
great  havoc  among  the  French  crew  assembled  on  the  Favo- 
rite's forecastle  ^rith  that  design,  induced  the  commodore  to 
forego  it,  and  to  haul  to  the  wind  in  a  paxalld  course  with 
the  British.  The  rate  of  sailing  of  the  British  sqaadnm 
was  about  three  miles  an  hour,  and  as  Captain  Hoste  con- 
tinued to  stand  close  liiiulcd,  all  the  enemy's  ships  being 
unable  to  cut  the  compact  British  line,  were,  in  the  course 
of  a  little  time,  oblis^cd  also  to  haul  up,  which  enabled  the 
Danae,  and  subsequently  the  Corona  and  Carolina,  to  open 
their  broadsides  on  the  Volage  and  Cerberus*  which  ships 
returned  their  fire  with  great  spirit. 

At  9h.  40m»  the  Amphion»  being  within  half  a  cable's 
length  of  the  north-west  shore  of  Lissa«  made  the  signal 
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for  the  squadron  to  wear  together.  The  Favorite,  being  on 
the  weather  bow  of  the  Amphion,  in  endeayouring  to  wear 
and  get  to  leeward  of  the  British  line,  atmdc  on  the  rocks 
and  bilged.   The  Cerberus  having  had  her  rudder^head 

choked  by  a  shot,  was  some  time  in  commg round,  in  conse- 
c[uence  of  which  the  \^olat^e  was  under  the  necessity  of  pass- 
ing under  her  stern,  and  thus  hecamc  the  leading  sliip  on 
the  larboard  tack.  The  Flore,  having  sustained  very  shght 
damage  to  her  sails,  was  enabled  to  wear  round  under  the 
stem  of  the  Amphion,  and  hauled  up  on  her  lee  quarter, 
and  at  about  the  same  time  the  Bellone  took  a  station  on 
the  Amphion*6  weather  quarter,  both  of  which  ships  opened 
a  heavy  fire  upon  her.  The  Dana^  now  wore  and  was  fol- 
lowed Ijv  the  Corona  and  Carolina,  the  Dana^  taking  her 
station  abeam  of  the  \  oiage,  and  her  foliowers  on  the  bow 
and  quarter  of  the  Cerberus. 

Thus  all  except  the  Active  became  for  a  time  closely  en- 
gaged. The  Volage  nobly  maintained  her  station,  and  the 
character  of  a  frigate  which  she  was  thus  called  upon  to 
support,  and  with  her  32-pounder  carronades  dealt  sudi 
destruction  on  the  decks  of  her  antagonist  that  the  Dana^ 
kept  a  close  luff  to  seek  a  greater  range,  by  which  her  long 
guns  would  retain  their  advantage.  The  Volage  increased 
the  charge  of  powder  for  her  guns,  and  in  consequence 
many  broke  their  breechings  and  upset.  The  Cerberus 
was  90  men  short  of  complement,  and  suffered  very  severely 
in  her  unequal  contest  with  her  two  antagonists  ;  but  the 
Active,  having  made  all  sail,  was  at  lengdi  enabled  to  get 
up  to  the  assistance  of  her  friends  in  the  van,  and  as  she 
approached,  the  Dana^,  Corona,  and  Carolina  bore  up  to 
the  eastward  and  made  sail. 

The  Amphioa  in  the  meanA\  hilc  had  suffered  much  from 
the  fire  of  her  two  opponents ;  and,  in  order  to  lessen  his 
disadvantages.  Captain  Hoste  gradually  edged  otf  the  wind 
to  close  the  Flore.  Crossing  her  bows  within  half  pistol- 
shot,  the  Amphion  again  hauled  up  on  the  larboard  tack, 
and  brought  her  broadside  to  bear  on  the  Flore's  starboard 
bow.  Tms  was  about  1  lb.  10m.,  and  after  continuing  the 
fire  she  was  now  enabled  to  open  for  about  ten  minute:-, 
the  Flore  struck  her  coiuois.    The  liellona,  when  the  Am- 
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phion  boic  up,  followed  her  example,  and  taking  a  station 
across  the  Amphion's  stern,  was  enabled  to  pour  in  a  de- 
structive fire.  Unable  to  take  possession  of  the  Flore,  in 
consequence  of  the  damage  done  to  her  running  rigging, 
which  prevented  her  from  hoisting  out  a  boat,  and  her  stem 
and  quarter  boats  being  knocked  to  pieces,  the  Amphion 
turned  her  attention  to  the  Bellona,  and  having  with  diffi- 
culty wore  round  on  the  starboard  tack,  took  up  a  position 
on  the  weather  bow  of  that  ship,  which,  at  a  few  minutes 
before  noon,  w  as  also  compelled  to  haul  down  her  colours. 
Lieutenant  Donat  H.  O'Brien,  in  a  small  jumt,  then  pro- 
ceeded to  take  possession  of  the  prize.  Captain  Hoste,  per- 
ceiving the  enemy  iiying  in  all  directions,  made  the  signal 
for  a  general  chase,  which,  however,  could  only  apply  to  the 
Active,  as  no  other  ship  was  in  a  condition  to  chauae.  The 
Amphion  then  came  to  the  wind  on  the  larboard  tack,  to  the 
leeward  of  the  Cerberus  and  Volage. 

I'hc  Flure,  alter  the  Am])liion  and  other  ships  ceased  to 
fire  at  her,  had  by  degrees  been  making  sail,  and  was  now 
out  of  gun-shot  to  windward,  when  taking*  advantage  of 
her  situation,  and  of  the  disabled  state  of  her  captor,  she 
crowded  all  sail,  and  effected  an  escape  into  Lessina,  to  the 
lasting  disgrace  of  her  captain  (M.  Peridier)  and  ail  con- 
cerned. The  Active  vm»  in  a  situation  to  have  sunk  the 
Flore;  but,  perceiving  that  she  had  surrendered,  Criptain 
Gordon  made  sail  iii  chase  of  the  Corona.  After  receiving 
a  galling  fire  as  she  approached,  the  Active  at  Ih.  45m. 
P.M.,  succeeded  in  getting  alongside  the  Corona  to  leeward, 
when  an  action  commenced,  which  was  maintained  with 
great  spirit  until  2h.  SOm.,  when  the  Corona  surrendered. 
The  Carolina  and  Dana6  had  by  this  time  got  under  the 
protection  of  the  batteries  of  Lesoina,  and  the  small  vessels 
had  also  efiected  their  escape. 

In  such  an  action,  the  loss  and  damages  of  the  different 
ships,  as  may  be  supposed,  were  severe.  The  Amphion's 
lower  masts  were  all  three  badly  wounded,  her  larboard 
main  yard-arm  and  mizen- topmast  were  shot  away,  and 
her  sails  and  riggmg  much  cut.  Out  of  a  crew  of  251 
men  and  boys,  her  loss  amounted  to  her  boatswain,  Richard 
Unthank,  Midshipmen  John  R.  Spearman  and  Charles 
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Hayes,  seven  seamen,  and  five  marines  kiUed ;  and  Captain 

Hoste  (in  his  right  ana,  and  some  severe  contusions), 
Lieutenant  David  Dunn,  severely,  Captain  of  murines 
Thomas  Moore,  Midshipmt  ii  Francis  G.  Farewell  and 
Thomas  Edward  Hoste,  Captain's  Clerk  Frederick  Lewis, 
first  class  volunteers  Honourable  W*  Waldegrave  and 
Charles  Buthane,  S4  seamen,  and  four  marines  wounded. 
Total:  15  killed,  47  wounded.  The  Active^s  damages  were 
comparatively  slight ;  and  out  of  her  complement  of  300 
men  and  boys,  four  seamen  were  killed,  and  Lieutemmt  of 
Marine-^  John  Meares,  18  seamen,  and  five  marines  were 
wounded.  Total:  four  killed  and  24  wounded.  The  Cer- 
berus had  only  lost  her  mizen-topsail-yard ;  but  her  hull 
was  very  much  shattered ;  and  ont  of  a  crew  of  1  GO  men 
and  boys,  her  purser,  Samuel  Jeffery,  Midshipman  Francis 
S.  Dave} ,  eight  seamen,  and  three  marines  were  killed ; 
and  Lieutenant  George  Crumpston,  33  seamen,  and  seven 
marines  wounded.  Total:  13  killed  and  41  wounded. 
The  main-yard  of  the  Volage  was  shot  away  in  the  slings, 
besides  which  she  lost  her  iore-topgallant-mast,  and  was 
also  damaged  In  her  masts,  sails,  and  rigging,  and  in  huU 
cosisidmMy.  Her  loss,  out  of  a  crew  of  1 75  men,  amounted 
to  Midshipman  John  (George,  ten  seamen,  and  two  marines 
killed Lieutenant  of  Marines  William  S.  Knapman,  27 

seamen,  and  four  marines  wounded.  Total  :  13  killed  and 
33  wounded.     Grand  total  :  4.'>  killed  and  145  wounded. 

Of  the  prizes,  the  Corona  sustained  a  loss  of  upwards  of 
200  in  killed  and  wounded  ;  and  the  Bellona  had  70  killed, 
and  about  the  same  number  wounded,  including  her 
captain  (Duodo)  mortally. 

At  4h.  the  Favorite,  having  been  set  on  fire  by  her 
crew,  blew  up  with  a  great  explosion.  At  9h.  p.k.  the 
Corona,  while  in  tow  of  l£e  Active,  cau^t  fire  on  the  main- 
top, and  in  a  short  time  the  main-mast  was  in  flames.  The 
Active  cut  herself  clear,  and  the  Corona  continued  burning 
until  llh.  30m.  p.m.,  when,  owini:^  to  the  exertions  of 
Lieutenants  James  Dickenson  and  George  Hayes,  the  liames 
were  got  under ;  but  not  without  the  loss  of  the  mast,  and 
of  four  seamen  and  one  marine  of  the  Active,  who  were 
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drowned ;  and  lieutenant  Hayes,  and  Midflhipman  S|ihii8 

Goode,  and  two  seamen,  who  were  severly  biinit. 

The  Corona,  a  Yerj  iine  ship,  -was  added  to  the  British 
xiRvy  under  the  name  of  Daedalus,  and  the  Bellona  under 
that  of  Dover,  but  only  to  be  employed  as  a  troop  ship* 
Each  of  the  captains  present  at  the  action  of  liiBsa  (but  not 
until  after  a  lapse  of  some  years)  received  a  medal,  and  the 
first  Eeutenants  of  the  diips — ^David  Dunn,  Amphion; 
James  Dickenson,  Cerbems  ;  William  Wilmot  Henderson, 
Active  ;  and  William  Wolrige,  Volage — were  promoted  to 
the  rank  ot  commander. 

To  offer  a  word  in  the  shape  of  euloery,  in  reference  to 
tills  action,  would,  w^e  feel,  be  piipcrfluous ;  the  simple  facts 
are  quite  sufficient ;  but  it  may  be  necessary  to  remark,  that 
although  there  have  been  those  disposed  to  think  lightly 
of  such  enemies  as  Venetians,  yet  it  is  dear  that  these  ships 
were  fought  with  the  utmost  skill,  and  defended  to  the 
last  extremity :  indeed,  had  it  not  been  for  the  aoddent  to 
the  Favorite,  Captain  Hoste  might  have  dearly  rued  his 
bravery  in  meeting  such  enemies.  A  victor}-  ^vould  doubt- 
less have  been  achieved,  but  the  sacrifice  must  have  been 
great.  Yet  that  accident  was  not  the  effect  of  simple  chance, 
but  of  the  skill  of  Captain  Hoste,  who  foresaw  it  from  the 
first,  and  by  standing  so  long  on  the  starboard  tack,  enticed 
the  French  commodore  to  the  rocks  on  which  his  ship  was 
wrecked.  Captain  Hoste  made  a  formal  demand  for  the 
surrender  of  the  Flore,  which  ship  had  notoriously  struck  to 
tlie  Amphion,  but,  in  defiance  o£  every  honourable  principle, 
his  letters  were  disregarded. 

On  the  24th  of  March,  the  French  40-gun  frigate  Ama- 
zone  was  chased  by  the  74 -gun  ship  Berwick,  Captain 
James  Macnamara,  while  attempting  a  second  time  to  get 
finom  Havre  to  Cherbourg,  and  obli^d  to  anchor  in  a  small 
rodiy  bay  under  shelter  of  a  battery.  A  squadron  vi 
British  ships  quickly  assembled,  which  stood  in  and  fired 
upon  the  frigate  and  batteries,  and  on  the  25th  were  on 
the  point  of  making  another  effort  to  bring  her  out,  when 
she  was  set  on  fire  by  her  captain  and  destroyed.  The 
British  ships  sustained  a  loss  of  two  men  killed— one  on 


I 


Digitizeu  Lj  vjQOgle 


j 

I 
I 


I 
t 


.  J  i^  .d  by  Google 


1811.] 


XH1£  BKITISH  NAVY, 


361 


board  the  Berwick  and  the  other  in  the  Amelia — Captain 
1^     the  Honourable  Frederick  P.  Irhy  and  one  man  wounded 
in  the  latter  ship. 
The  small  Island  of  Anholt,  captured  in  October,  1809, 

Iicivhia-  been  iound  very  useful  as  a  depot  for  liritish  mer- 
chandize, and  as  a  resort  for  the  Baltic  cruizers.  Captain 
James  W.  Maurice,  of  Diamond  Rock  celebrity,  was 
appointed  governor,  with  a  garrison  of  31  marine  artillery 
and  350  marines,  under  Major  Kobert  Torrens. 

The  Danes,  probably  instigated  by  the  French  emperor* 
determined*  it  appears,  to  make  an  effort  to  regain  possession 
of  the  island,  fitted  out  an  expedition  in  the  summer  of 
1810  for  that  purpose  ;  but,  deterred  by  the  large  naval 
force  in  the  Baltic,  deferred  rualvhig  the  attempt  until  the 
winter  should  have  driven  the  British  from  that  sea.  But 
so  long  aa  the  sea  remained  open  the  Britijjh  cruizers  re- 
mained ;  and  when  at  length  driven  away  by  the  ice,  the 
Danish  gun-boats  and  transports  were,  firom  ^e  same  cause, 
prevented  from  carrying  their  design  into  effect.  As  soon, 
however,  as  milder  weather  set  the  vessels  at  liberty,  troops 
to  the  number  of  1 ,000  men,  including  200  organized  sea- 
men, embarked  in  12  transports,  which  were  protected  by 
12  gun-boats,  having  crews  of  60  or  70  men,  each  mount- 
ing two  heavy  long  guns,  and  four  l^rass  howitzers,  and 
assembled  in  Gerrild  Bay,  On  the  24th  of  March,  An- 
holt  was  visited  by  a  Danish  officer,  who  bore  a  flag  of 
truce,  but  in  reality  was  a  spy ;  and  he  having  ascertained 
that  the  British  garrison  did  not  exceed  400  men,  that  the 
lightiiouse  fort  was  the  only  battery  of  importance,  and  that 
one  solitary  armed  schooner  was  the  ^ule  na\  al  force,  re- 
turned to  Gerrild  Bay,  and  on  the  26th  the  flotilla  got 
underway.  On  the  same  day  the  d2-gun  Mgate  Tartar, 
Captain  Joseph  Baker,  arrived  at  Anholt. 

On  the  27th  of  March,  at  4h.  a.m.,  the  Danish  troops. 
Under  cover  of  a  thick  fog,  disembarked  unseen  about  four 
miles  to  the  westward  of  Fort  Yorke. 

It  had  been  intimated  to  Captain  Maurice,  in  the  month 
of  February,  that  an  attack  was  intended,  and  every  pre- 
caution in  his  power  had  been  taken  for  defence,  and  pickets 
stationed  all  round  the  island.   Just  before  dawn,  the  out 
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pickets  on  the  south  side  of  the  island  made  the  precon- 
certed  signal  lor  the  enemy's  being  in  sight,  when  the  brir 
crade  of  four  hovvitzers,  covered  by  200  rank  and  file,  com- 
manded by  the  governor  in  person,  having  with  him 
Captain  Torrens,  the  major  commandant  of  the  battalion, 

quitted  the  lines  to  oppose  the  landing ;  but  finding  that 

ibt  enemy  had  already  disembarked,  the  mames  were 
ordered  to  fall  back  upon  the  forts  to  avoid  being  oat- 
flanked. 

A  division  of  200  Danish  seamen,  under  Lieutenant 
Holitein,  had  in  the  meanwhile  gained  the  heights,  and 
were  advancing  cheering,  when  a  fire  from  Massarene 
Battery  obliged  them  to  retire  with  precipitation  to  the 
beach,  and  to  abandon  a  small  battery  which  they  had  taken, 
and  which  was  quickly  regained,  by  the  Britiah  in  good 
order  and  without  loes.  As  the  day  opened,  the  Danish 
flotilla  was  obsenred  to  have  taken  a  position  within  gun- 
shot of  the  works,  upon  which  a  signal  was  made  to 
Captain  Baker,  in  the  Tartar,  that  the  enemy  had  landed, 
and  that  the  gun-boats  had  begun  the  cannonade.  This 
ship,  together  with  the  IG-gun  brig  Sheldrake,  Captain 
James  P*  Stewart,  which  had  arrived  in  company  with  the 
Tartar,  weighed  £rom  the  north  side  of  the  island  as  soon 
as  the  firing  was  heard;  but  Captain  Maurice  annulling  the 
Sheldrake's  signal,  the  Tartar  proceeded  alone ;  but  having 
to  stand  off  some  distance  to  get  round  the  shoals,  it  was  a 
long  time  before  she  could  be  brought  to  act. 

The  main  bodv  of  the  Danes  had  bv  this  time  crossed  the 
island,  and  taken  j)Ost  on  the  northern  side,  under  shelter  of 
the  sand  hills,  and  a  detachment  of  them,  consisting  of  150 
men,  advanced  in  a  ver}^  gallant  manner  to  the  assault ;  but 
the  fire  from  Forts  Yorke  and  Massarene  kept  them  in 
check,  and  although  they  repeatedly  rallied,  they  were  at 
Ieng&  driven  back.  Lieutenant  Holstdn's  division  on  the 
south  side  having  brought  up  a  field-piece,  which  enfiladed 
Massarene  batter}^  with  some  effect,  Major  Melstedt,  the 
commanckr-m- chief,  encouraged  by  the  ap[)arent  success 
of  this  step,  ordered  the  main  body  to  advance,  and  a 
general  assault  to  take  place.  Major  Melstedt,  was  killed 
by  a  musket  ball  while  gallantly  leading  on  his  men ;  the 
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next  in  command,  Captain  Reydez,  had  both  his  legs  shot 
off,  and  the  brav  e  lieutenant  Holstein  was  killed  shortly 
afterwards.  The  incessant  fire  from  the  batteries,  and  also 
from  the  Anholt  schooner.  Lieutenant  Henry  Lorraine 

Baker,  which  hud  anchored  close  to  the  shore  on  the  iiiuik 
of  the  Danes,  in  a  little  time  drove  them  from  the  shelter 
of  the  sand  hills,  and  findinic  it  impossible  to  advance  or 
retreat,  they  held  out  a  llag  of  truce  and  offered  to  sur- 
render upon  certain  terms.  Captain  Maurice,  however, 
would  hear  of  nothing  short  of  an  unconditional  surrender, 
which,  after  some  deliberation,  the  Danes  acceded  to. 

The  approach  of  the  Tartar  being  observed  by  the  Danish 
gun-boats,  they  immediately  made  off  to  the  westward,  and 
the  troops  on  the  south  side,  having  then  no  means  of  re- 
treat, also  surrendered  tlicmsolves  prisoners  of  war.  These, 
with  the  troops  on  the  north  side,  amounted  to  520  men, 
exclusive  of  23  wounded.  The  remaining  half  of  the  in- 
vaders fled  towards  the  west  end  of  the  island,  where  they 
succeeded  inregaining  the  gun-boats  and  transports.  The 
Danish  loss  amounted  in  the  whole  to  35  killed  and  23 
wounded.  The  British,  notwithstanding  the  severity  of 
the  service,  had  only  two  men  killed,  and  Major  Torrens 
and  30  men  wounded. 

The  Tartar  and  Sheldrake  pursued  the  gun- boats,  and 
the  latter  overtook  and  captured  one  boat,  manned  with 
60  seamen,  and  mounting  two  long  24-pounders  and  four 
brass  howitzers;  and  another,  mounting  two  18-pounders, 
four  howitzers,  with  a  crew  of  64  men.  A  third  gun-boat 
was  sunk  by  the  brig's  shot.  The  Tartar  captiued  two 
boats,  laden  with  stores  and  provisions. 

On  the  :]()tli  of  March,  the  3S-^un  frigate  Pomone,  Cap- 
tain Robert  Jiarrie  ;  :3G-gun  frigate  Unite,  Captain  Ed^rnrd 
H.  Chamherlayne ;  and  the  18-gun  brig  Scout,  Captain 
Alexander  R.  Sharpe,  arrived  off  the  bay  of  Sagone,  Corsica, 
in  which  were  lying  the  French  26-gttn  store  ships  Gu^e 
and  Nourrice,  in  company  with  a  large  merchant  ship,  tim- 
ber laden,  bound  to  Toulon.  Although  the  enemy's  ships 
were  protected  by  a  4-i4un  and  mortar  battery  and  a  mar- 
tello  tower,  and  by  some  of  the  guns  of  the  GiiatFe,  landed 
for  the  purpose,  as  well  as  by  200  troops  assembled  on  the 
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neighbouring  heights,  the  British  ships,  towed  by  their  boats, 
proceeded  to  the  attack.  At  6h.  p.m.  the  squadron  opened 
their  broadsides,  and  at  7h.  30m.  v.m.  the  Giraffe,  bearing  a 
commodore's  pendant,  and  in  a  short  time  the  Nourrice  ako» 
were  observed  to  be  on  fire.  The  merchant  ship  was  soon 
involved  in  the  same  ruin,  npon  which  the  Pomone  and  con- 
Borts  were  towed  out  of  reach  of  danger  from  the  explodons* 
At  8h.  50m.  the  Ghrafie,  andshortly  afterwards  the  Nomrrice, 
blew  up,  and  some  of  the  burning  timbers  from  the  latter 
falling-  on  the  martello  tower,  entirely  demolished  it,  and 
the  spai'ks  settiug'  fire  to  the  battery  below,  it  was  al?o  de- 
stroyed. In  pertbrming  this  service,  the  Tomone  had  two 
men  killed,  and  10  seamen,  seven  marines,  and  two  bojrs 
wounded.  On  board  the  \Jmt6,  Midshipman  Richard 
Goodridge  and  two  men  were  wonnded;  and  in  the  Scout, 
Lieutenant  William  Neame  severely,  her  boatswain  (James 
Stewart),  and  one  seaman,  slightly  wounded ;  making  a 
total  of  two  killed  and  25  wounded. 

On  the  4th  of  May,  at  lOh.  a.m.,  the  38-gun  frigates 
Belle-Poule  and  Alceste,  Captains  James  Brisbane  and 
Murray  Maxwell,  being  off  the  coast  of  Istria,  chased  a 
French  18-gun  brig  into  the  harbour  of  Parenza.  Having 
received  information  that  a  vessel  of  the  brig's  description 
was  expected  at  Ragusa  with  supplies  for  the  French  fti* 
gates  Dana^  and  Flore,  which  had  escaped  from  Captain 
Hoste,  off  Lissa,  Captain  Brisbane  resolved  to  attempt  lier 
capture.  Accordingly,  the  Belle-Poule,  followed  closely 
by  the  Alccstc,  stood  within  a  cable' ^>  lenL^th  of  the  rocks, 
at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  and  opened  a  tire  upon  the 
biig,  and  a  battery  under  which  she  lay,  and«  after  an  honr^s 
cannonade,  compelled  the  brig  to  haul  on  shore,  under  the 
town,  out  of  gun-shot.  At  tiie  dose  of  day  the  frigiUes 
anchored  about  five  miles  from  the  shore,  and  Captain  Bris- 
bane  determined,  as  the  easiest  method  of  destroying  the 
bric^,  to  take  possession  of  the  island  at  the  mouth  of  the 
harbour.  At  Ih,  p.m.,  tlierefore,  the  boats  of  the  two  fri- 
gates, containing  20U  seamen  and  lOU  marines,  under  the 
orders  of  Lieutenants  John  McCurdy  and  Richard  B.  Board- 
man,  and  Edmund  A.  Chartres  and  Arthur  Morrison  (of 
marines).  Midshipmen  Hamilton  Blair,  Charles  M.  Chap« 
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man,  Edward  Finlay,  Henry  Maxwell,  John  Hall,  and 
Arthur  Grufee,  of  the  Belle-Poule ;  and  Lieutenants  John 
Hickman  and  Richard  Lloyd,  Mr,  Howard  Moore,  the 
master,  and  Midshipmen  James  Adair,  Charles  Croker,  and 
Thomas  Redding,  of  the  Alceste»  landed  and  took  quiet  pos- 
session of  the  island.  By  dh.  p.m.  on  the  5th,  a  battery  of 
two  howitzers  and  two  9«pounder8  was  constructed  on  a 
commanding  eminence,  and  a  field-piece  was  also  placed  on 
the  left  to  divide  the  attention  of  the  enemy.  Soon  after  day- 
light the  enemy  opened  a  cross  fire  from  four  different  ])osi- 
tions,  which  was  returned  by  the  British  with  great  vigour, 
during  five  hours.  By  this  time,  however,  the  brig  was  cut 
to  pieces  and  sunk;  and  this,  their  principal  object,  accom- 
plished, the  party  re-embarked  willi  their  guns,  but  not 
without  losing  Mr.  Richard  Kelly,  gunner  of  the  Belle* 
Poule,  and  three  men  killed,  and  having  four  men  wounded. 

On  the  Gtli  of  May,  a  Frencb  squadron  arrived  oil  Isle 
de  la  Passe,  under  Commodore  Roquebert,  consisting  of 
the  tiuee  4()-gun  frigates  Renommee,  Clorinde,  and  N6- 
•reide,  each  having  on  board  200  soldiers,  which  liad  been 
dispatched  from  Brest  to  the  relief  of  the  Isle  of  France, 
the  news  of  the  capture  of  that  island  not  having  reached 
France.  On  fheir  arrival  within  five  miles  of  the  island, 
being  suspicious  of  the  event  which  had  happened,  a  boat 
from  each  ship  was  sent  to  reconnoitre,  and,  if  possible, 
gain  certain  intelligence;  the  Renoniinee's  boat  returned 
with  full  infonriation,  but  the  other  two  boats  were  de- 
tained. The  three  frigates  then  made  sail  to  the  eastward, 
and  in  the  course  of  the  day  were  chased  by  the  British  18* 
pounder  36-gun  frigates  Phoebe  and  Gralatea, Captains  James 
Hiliyar  and  Woodley  Losack ;  and  Id-gun  brig  Racehorse, 
Captain  James  de  Rippe,  being  part  of  a  squadron  detached 
from  the  Cape  station  to  intercept  those  same  frigates.  Ex- 
pecting to  be  joined  shortly  l)y  the  38-gun  frigate  Astrea, 
Captain  Charles  M.  Schomberg,  nothing  very  energetic 
appears  to  have  been  done  to  bring  the  enemy  to  action. 

The  crew  of  the  Gralatea,  feehng  annoyed  that  more 
vigorous  measures  were  not  pursued  (the  enemy  being  at 
this  time  apparently  within  reach),  went  aft  in  a  body  and 
requested  Captain  Losack  to  bring  the  French  frigates  to 
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action.  This,  though  a  highly  irregular  step.  Captain  Lo- 
sack  so  ftEur  attended  to,  as  to  go  on  board  the  Phcsbe  to 

make  known  their  wishes  to  Captain  Hillyar.  On  the  9th, 
the  Astrea  hove  in  sight  to  leeward,  and  the  Phoebe  and 
Galatea,  in  hearing  up  to  join  her,  lost  sight  uf  the  enemy. 

Commodore  Koquebert»  thus  left  to  himself,  resolved  to 
attempt  a  surprise  of  some  post  on  the  Isle  of  Bourbon,  and 
on  die  night  of  the  11th  arrived  off  that  island ;  but  the 
heavy  surf  breaking  near  Hhe  intended  place  of  landing 
induced  this  plan  to  be  given  up,  and  the  French  squadron 
made  sail  for  Madagascar.  On  the  20th  of  May,  iJie 
French  squadron  arrived  oil  Tamatave  (a  small  settle- 
ment previously  in  possession  of  the  French,  but  taken  in 
February  by  a  party  of  troops  from  the  Islo  of  France), 
and  the  British  garrison,  consisting  only  of  lOQ  men  of  the 
22nd  regiment,  most  of  wh<»n  were  sick,  fell  an  easy  prey 
to  the  squadron. 

Captain  Schomberg,  wisely  judging  this  to  be  tlie  direc* 
tion  taken  by  the  French  squadron,  on  the  morning  of  the 
20th  made  his  appearance  oflF  Tamatave.  and  gained  sight 
of  the  enemy.  At  noon  the  French  ships  formed  in  the 
following  order  on  the  larboard  tack — Clorinde,  Renom- 
mde,  N^reide — and  stood  along  the  land  to  windward  of  the 
British,  which,  close  hauled  on  the  starboard  tack,  were  en* 
deavouring  to  close  with  them.  At  4h.  p.m.  the  Astrea, 
the  leading  ship,  being  nearly  a  mile  ahead  of  her  consorts, 
and  abreast  of  the  Renomm^,  was  fired  at  by  diat  ship,  and 
subsequently  the  Phoebe  and  Galatea  were  also  engaged. 
The  Astrea,  after  passing  the  Nereide,  endeavoured  to  tack, 
and  renew  the  action ;  but  the  concussion  of  the  firing 
having  dispelled  the  light  air  of  wind  previously  existing, 
the  Astrea  missed  stays,  and  was  unable,  it  appears,  to 
wear. 

The  French  commodore  finding  one  of  the  British  ships 
thus  in  irons,  took  advantage  of  it,  and  bearing  up  with 
the  Renomm^  and  Clorinde,  and  talcing  stations  on  the 

stem  and  quarter  of  the  Phoebe  and  Gralatea,  opened  a 

very  severe  lire  upon  them  ;  the  Nereide  at  the  same  time 
keeping  up  a  distant  cannonading  with  the  Astrea.  After 
a  time,  a  slight  revival  of  the  breeze  having  wafted  the 
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Cloiinde  and  Henommee  down  upon  the  (xalatea^  that  ship 
had  to  bear  the  bnint  of  tlic  action,  and  was  severely 
handled  in  oonsequenoe.  The  Phcebe  and  Astrea  meanwhile 
became  engaged  with  the  N^ide»  but  the  Racehorse  took 

little  or  no  part  in  the  business. 

The  Galatea's  two  opponents — the  Clorinde.  under  her 

stern,  nnd  the  Renommee  on  her  starboard  qnnrtor — kci'])inG^ 
their  broadsides  to  bear  by  the  aid  of  the  boats,  rendered 
the  situation  of  the  British  frigate  very  critical ;  but  after 
having  two  boats  sunk  by  shot^  in  endeavouring  to  get  her 
broadside  to  bear  at  least  upon  one  of  them,  she  at  length, 
by  getting  sweeps  out  of  the  head,  was  enabled  to  open  her 
broadside  upon  the  Renomm^,  and  partially  upon  the 
Clorinde  also.  The  situation  of  the  Ncrcide,  however,  and 
a  light  breeze  si)ruig"iiig  up,  induced  her  opponents  to  quit 
the  Galatea,  and  proceed  to  the  assistance  of  their  consort. 
This  was  at  a  little  before  8h.  p.m  so  that  for  three  hours  the 
Galatea  had  been  exposed  to  the  fire  of  two  powerful  enemies. 

So  serious  were  the  damages  of  the  Oalatea,  that  on  being 
hailed  by  the  Astrea,  Captain  Losack  stated  that  the  ship 
was  in  too  disabled  a  state  to  chase  the  enemy,  now  making 
off  to  the  northward.  This  will  be  easily  believed,  when  it 
is  known  that  her  fore  and  mizen  topmasts  were  gone,  her 
foremast,  main- yard,  main-topmast,  and  bowsprit  in  a  most 
precarious  state,  scarcely  a  shroud,  stay,  or  particle  of  her 
running  gear  left  uncut,  and  near  four  feet  water  in  her 
hold,  with  more  than  60  of  her  crew  killed  and  wounded. 

The  Astrea,  Phcebe,  and  Racehorse,  however,  had  not 
received  much  damage,  and  were  enabled  to  overtake  and 
capture  the  Renommee  at  a  little  past  lOh.  p.m.,  and  this 
ship  was  taken  possession  r»t  by  a  boat  from  the  Phcebe. 
The  Astrea  and  Phoebe  coutiiiued  until  2h.  of  the  next 
morning  to  follow  the  Clorinde,  without  avail ;  but  the  Ne- 
reide,  though  greatly  shattered,  reached  I'amatave,  where 
she  was  soon  afterwards  captured  by  the  British  squadron. 

The  damages  of  the  Astrea  were  very  immaterial,  and 
her  loss,  out  of  a  crew  of  271  men  and  boys,  amounted 
only  to  two  seamen  killed,  and  the  first  lieutenant,  John 
Baldwin,  and  15  wouiidu'd.  The  furc  topmast  of  the  Phoebe 
fell  just  after  discontinuing  the  chase  of  the  Clorinde^  be- 
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aides  whicL,  ^iier  lower  masts  and  bovaprit  were  badly 
wounded,  and  lier  sails  and  rigging  much  cut.    Her  loss 

amounted  to  seven  seamen  killed ;  and  Mr.  John  Wilkey, 
midship  man,  and  nine  men  severely,  one  mortally,  and  16 
men  slightly  wounded.  Total :  seven  killed  ;  one  mor- 
tally, and  23  severely  and  slightly  wounded.  The  state  of 
the  Galatea's  spars  and  rig^ng  has  been  already  mentioned : 
in  her  hull  were  55  shot-lrales — ^29  on  the  starboard  and  26 
on  the  larboard  side*^and  her  stem  much  damaged.  Her  loss 
was  as  follows :  First  Lieutenant  of  Marines  Hugh  Peregrine, 
eight  seamen,  and  five  marines  killed ;  and  two  seamen 
mortally  wounded,  Captain  Losack  severely  by  a  splin- 
ter, Second  Lieutenant  of  Marines  Henry  Lewis,  and  12 
seamen,  and  five  marines  severely,  and  her  first  lieutenant, 
Thomas  Bevis»  Messieurs  Henry  Williams*  and  Alexander 
Henning,  midshipmen,  1 7  seamen,  four  marines,  and  three 
boys,  shghtly  wounded.  Total :  14  killed ;  two  mortally, 
19  severely,  and  27  slightly  wounded.  The  enemy's  loss 
in  killed  and  wounded  in  the  Renomm^  and  N^rtide,  ac* 
cordinp^to  tlie  official  letterof  Captuin  Schomberg,  amounted 
in  the  former  to  145  (including  Commodore  Roquebert, 
killed),  and  in  the  latter  to  130.  Tlie  first  lieutenants  of 
the  Astrea  and  Phoebe  (John  Baldwin  and  George  Scott) 
were  promoted ;  but  Lieutenant  Thomas  Bevis  remained  in 
the  same  rank  until  the  year  1829.* 

On  the  morning  of  the  8fh  of  May,  the  18-gun  brig 
Scylla,  Captain  Ardiur  Ateheson,  being  ofF  the  Isle  of  Bas, 
chased  and  brought  to  action  the  French  gun-brig  Cano- 
nier,  of  10  long  4-puuaders,  one  24-pound  carronade,  and 
four  swivels,  and  a  crew  of  7  7  men,  having  undi  r  her  jirotec- 
tion  a  convoy  of  five  vessels  from  Peros,  bound  to  Brest. 
At  llh.SOm.  the  action  commenced,  and  at  llh.  45m., 
being  close  to  the  Portgalo  Bocks,  off  Morlaiz,  and  finding 
it  to  be  the  intention  to  run  the  French  vessel  on  shore. 


*  Hoping  to  offer  some  explanation  of  this  sinj^ilar  exception,  we 

addressed  the  only  person  in  fi  sitimfion  to  afford  the  materials  for  so 
doiiii;  ;  but  the  k  tt(  r  having;  never  received  the  roiirteiy  of  an  answer, 
we  are  unahle  to  offer  any  tiling  new  in  rett  ieiice  to  it^  or  likely  to 
dispel  the  mystery  in  which  the  affair  is  enveloped. 
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Captain  Atcheson  determined  to  board,  and  accordingly, 
although  the  Scylla  was  going  at  the  time  eight  knots,  laid 

her  alongside,  and  in  about  three  minutes  compelled  the 
French  crew  to  surrender.  Two  men  of  the  Scylla  were 
killed,  and  Midshipman  Thomas  Liven  and  one  man 

wounded.  The  Canonier  had  her  commander  (ensigne  de 
vaisseaii  Schilds)  and  five  men  killed,  and  11  wounded. 
One  vessel  of  tlic  eonvuy  was  captured,  but  the  other  four 
escaped  by  running  on  shore. 

The  restless  spirit  of  a  certain  (but  we  would  hope  not 
most  respectable)  portion  of  the  citizens  of  America  having 
urged  on  the  government  of  that  country  to  foment  a  quarrel 
with  England  under  any  circumstances,  and  the  govern- 
ment choosing  rather  to  liriiiu;  this  ;i])oiit  by  euwardly  and 
treacherous  metuis  than  by  an  open  and  manly  avowal  of 
hostihty,  gave  such  nistructions  to  their  cruizers  as  effec- 
tually brought  it  about. 

The  navy  of  the  United  States,  though  perfectly  insigni- 
ficant taken  as  a  whole,  was  yet  composed  of  large  and 
heavy  frigates,  respecting  which  it  will  be  necessary  to 
oflFer  a  few  remarks.  So  far  back  as  the  year  1794,  the 
American  ^^ovemment  gave  ordLrs  for  the  building  of  two 
74-gun  ships,  of  1,G20  tons  American  measurement,  equiva- 
lent to  1 ,750  tens  English  ;  and  also  for  one  44-gun  irigate. 
The  timbers  for  these  were  accordingly  prepared  and  set 
up,  but  a  more  amicable  footing  having  been  established 
in  reference  to  England  (against  whom  the  Americans  were 
anxious  to  take  the  part  of  republican  France),  these  re- 
mained on  the  stocks  unproceeded  with.  Subsequently,  it 
was  determined  to  finish  the  two  former  as  frigates,  instead 
of  74-gun  ships,  and  tliis  was  easily  effected  by  merely  con- 
tracting them  a  little  in  the  beam,  which  reduced  their  ton- 
nage to  about  1,530  tons  English  measurement.  The  first 
was  laimched  in  1798,  and  named  the  United  States,  and 
the  second  in  the  same  year,  and  named  the  Constitution. 
They  were  described  as  44-gan  firigates,  and  for  many  years 
their  actual  force  remained  a  mystery,  and  would  probal  l} 
never  have  been  accurately  determined  but  for  the  praise- 
worthy and  putriolic  researches  and  inquisitlveness  of  the 
laic  Mr.  James.    The  ship  intended  for  a  44-gun  frigate, 
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although  built  exactly  upon  the  original  plan,  WES  then 

nominally  reduced  to  a  36-gun  frigate. 

In  the  course  of  1798,  two  more  44-gun  frigates  were 
built,  which  were  named  the  President  and  Philadelphia, 
but  the  latter  was  destroyed  by  fire.  "  If  we  consider,"  says 
Mr.  James,  "  that  it  is  only  to  add  about  four  feet  to  the 
extreme  breadth  of  the  President  to  make  her  a  larger  ship 
than  the  generality  of  British  74's,  and  that  her  yards  are 
as  square,  and  her  masts  as  stout  as  theirs,  some  idea  may 
be  formed  of  the  size  and  iunnidiible  appearance  of  the 
American  44-gim  frigate.  In  point  of  scantling:  also,  that 
which  the  Americans  acknowledged  to  be  the  slightest 
built  of  tliese  frigates  (the  President)  is  at  least  equd  to  a 
British  74  of  the  largest  class*  This  is  proved  by  taking 
the  thickness  of  the  topsides  at  the  midship  main-deck, 
and  foremast  quarter-deck  port-sills*  In  the  President,  the 
main-deck  port-sill  measures  20  inches,  and  m  any  British 
74,  of  1,800  tons,  19  inches;  and  while  in  the  latter  the 
qui  I  Iter- deck  port- sill  measures  only  13  inches,  it  measures 
in  the  former  17  inches. 

"  Having.''  contmues  Mr.  James,  "  had  ocular  proof 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  President  was  fitted,  we  shall 
take  her  for  our  guide.  This  beautiful  ship  has,  or  had, 
for  she  has  long  since  been  taken  to  pieces,  15  ports  and  a 
bridle  of  a  side  on  the  main-deck,  eight  of  a  side  on  the 
quarter-deck,  and  four  of  a  side  on  the  forecastle,  without 
reckoning  the  chase-ports  on  the  forecastle.  This  gave  the 
ship  54  portb  for  broadside  guns ;  but  she  had  tlie  means 
of  mounting  62  broadside  guns.  For  instance,  instead  of 
her  gangway  being  of  the  usual  width  of  four  or  five  feet, 
it  was  ten  feet*  This  deviation  from  the  common  plan  was 
to  allow  room  for  the  carriage  and  sUde  of  a  42 -pounder 
carronade ;  and  a  novel  and  ingenious  method  was  adopted 
to  obviate  the  necessity  of  uniting  the  quarter-deck  and 
forecastle  l^idw  arks,  and  consequently  of  destroying  that 
single-decked  appearance  which,  for  the  puri>r)-e  of  decep- 
tion, it  was  necessary  to  maintain.  Between  the  quarter-deck 
and  forecastle  bulwarks,  was  the  same  open  or  untimbered 
space  (known  as  the  waist-hammock  netting)  as  in  any 
other  frigate,  but  the  stanchions  for  supporting  the  ham* 
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mock  cloths  were  of  extraordinary  stoutness,  and  so  ar« 
ranged  along  the  gangway  as  to  form  ports  for  four 
guns,  which  could  be  as  effectively  mounted  as  any  in  the 
ship/' 

It  does  not,  however,  appear  that  these  gangway  guns 
were  mu anted,  but  two  other  carronades  were  })laced  iu  the 
ganiru'ay  or  entering  port  on  the  quarter-deck,  and  thus  the 
American  44-gun  frigate  actually  mounted  56  guns.  On 
the  main-deck  30  long  24-pounders  (varying  as  follows  : 
Flresident,  eight  feet  and  a  half  in  length,  and  weighing  48^ 
cwt. ;  in  the  United  States,  nine  feet  and  a  half,  and  in 
weight  50  cwt* ;  and  Constitution,  10  feet,  and  weighing 
64  cwt.),  and  on  the  quarter-deck  and  forecastle  24-car- 
roiiade^,  42-]M>uuders,  and  two  long  18-poundcrs.  Total: 
56  guns.  The  crew  ap])ortioned,  and  in  all  cases  embarked 
on  board  these  frigates,  numbered  475,  of  which  Mr.  James 
atibrds  the  following  analysis  ;  "  Otiicers  and  petty  otlicers, 
80;  able  seamen,  180;  ordinary,  145;  marines,  65;  boys, 
5  J*  But  the  distinction  between  the  ordinary  and  able 
seaman  was  merely  nominal,  and  all  were  men  scrupulously 
selected,  and  able  to  undergo  the  strictest  scrutiny  in  re- 
spect to  age,  stature,  and  bodily  vigour.  In  fact,  the  Ame- 
rican 44-gun  frigates  were,  as  they  were  aptly  named  by 
British  officers,  *'  line-of-battle  ships  in  disguise.'* 

On  the  Kith  of  May,  while  the  l^ritish  20-gun  corvette 
Little  Belt,  Captain  Arthur  B.  Bingham,  was  off  Sandy 
Hook,  steering  to  the  southward,  she  was  discovered  by 
the  United  States  44-gun  frigate  President,  Captain  Charles 
Ludlow,  bearing  the  broad  pendant  of  Commodore  John 
Rogers.  At  Ih.  30m.  p.Bf the  two  ships  being  ten  miles 
apart,  the  President  hoisted  her  colours,  and  the  Little  Belt, 
having  done  the  same,  supposing  the  stranger  to  be  Bri- 
tish, made  her  number  and  demanded  the  struiLTi-s;  but 
as  this  could  not  be  complied  with.  Captain  Bmgham,  con- 
jecturing the  nation  of  the  frigate,  resumed  his  course  round 
Cape  Hatteras,  followed  by  the  American.  At  6h.  30m. 
F,M.,  Captain  Bingham,  wishing  before  dark  to  remove  all 
doubts  that  the  stranger  was  a  Mend,  hove  to  with  guns 
double-shotted,  and  hoisted  British  colours.  To  prevent 
the  President  from  taking  a  raking  position,  which  her 
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course  seemed  to  indicate  an  intention  of  doing,  the  Little 
Belt  wore  three  times,  and  at  8h.  p«m.  was  on  the  starboard 

tack,  and  about  90  yards  from  the  Presid^t.  Captain 
Bingham  then  hailed  tlie  btriiu^er,  but  received  no  answer; 
and  as  the  President  was  still  advancin^^,  the  Little-Belt 
wore  a  fourth  time,  and  came  to  on  the  larboard  tack. 

The  President  then  shortened  sail  and  hove  to  on  the 
same  tack,  about  80  yards  on  the  weather-beam  of  the 
corvette,  and  Captain  Bingham  again  hailed,  and  asked, 
"  What  ship  is  that  ?"  The  hail  was  repeated,  or  rather 
re-echoed  from  the  American  frigate,  as  was  also  the  ques* 
tion,  **  What  ship  is  that  ?"  At  this  instant  a  gun  was 
fii'cd  from  each  ship,  but  whether  by  accident  or  design,  or 
from  whichsliip  first,  remains,  and  will  probably  continue  to 
be  involved  in  doubt.  Without  further  parley  a  cannonading 
then  took  place,  which  lasted  about  half  an  hour,  when  the 
Little  Belt,  from  the  loss  of  after-sail,  fell  off  so  that  none  of 
her  guns  would  bear,  and  ceased  firing.  The  President  also 
ceased  firing,  when  Commodore  Rogers  again  hailed  tiie 
British  vessel,  and  was  told,  what  he  already  was  perfectly 
aware  of,  that  licr  opponent  was  a  British  ship  ;  but  in  reply 
to  the  question,  *'  Have  you  struck?"  Captain  Bingham 
answered  in  the  negative. 

The  Little  Belt  had  all  her  masts  badly  wounded,  and 
her  rigging  and  sails  cut  to  pieces.  Out  of  a  crew  of  121 
men  and  boys,  one  midshipman,  Mr*  Samuel  Woodward, 
and  ten  men  were  killed ;  and  Acting  Master  Mr.  James 
McQueen  and  ten  men  severely,  and  her  boatswain,  James 
Franklin,  and  nine  men  and  boys  slightly  wounded.  Total : 
1 1  killed  and  21  wounded.  The  President,  whose  tliick 
sides  must  have  been  impenetrable  to  the  Little  Belt's  shot, 
had  only  one  boy  wounded. 

At  daylight  the  next  morning,  the  President  bore  up  to 
speak  the  Little  Belt,  and  at  8h.  a*m.  Commodore  Rogers 
sent  a  boat  alongside  with  a  tieutenant  to  express  his  re- 
gret at  "  the  unfortunate  aflFair,*'  as  it  was  designated,  and 
offered  any  assistance  in  his  power,  which  was  of  course 
declined.  The  President  then  made  sail  to  the  westward, 
and  the  Little  Belt  proceeded  to  Halifax,  which  she  reached 
on  the  28th.   Having  fully  described  the  force  of  the  Pre* 
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Fulent,  it  remains  only  to  stato  that  the  Little  l^elt's  arma- 
ment consisted  of  only  18  carronades,  32-pounders,  and 
two  long  9-pounders. 

On  d^e  2drd  of  May,  tlie  d2»gun  frigate  Sir  Francis 
Drake,  Captain  George  Harris,  when  lying  about  13  miles 
to  the  north«east  of  Kembang,  Island  of  Java,  discovered  a 
flotilla  of  14  Dutch  gun  vessels,  wliicli  were  so  closely  pur- 
sued, that  at  7h.  a.m.  five  were  compelled  to  anchor  under 
the  l;-uus  of  the  frigate.  The  others  furled  sails,  and  pulled  to 

windward  to  gain  the  shore,  but  were  pursued  by  the  ship's 
boats  under  the  orders  of  Lieutenant  James  Bradley ;  and 
although  the  boarders  were  exposed  the  fire  of  grape  from 
several  pieces  of  ordnance,  the  remaining  nine  vessels  were 

captured  without  the  loss  of  a  man. 

On  the  26th  of  May,  at  daylight,  the  British  18-guu 

brig  Alacrity,  Captain  Nesbit  Palmer,  cruizing  off  Cape  St. 
Andrea,  in  the  island  of  Elba,  with  the  wind  moderate 
from  the  eastward,  observed,  about  six  miles  to  the  west- 
ward, the  French  20-gun  brig  Abeille,  Acting  Lieutenant 
De  Makau,  of  which  she  proceeded  in  chase*  The  Abeille 
immediately  hove  to*  hoisted  her  colours,  and  fired  a  gun 
in  token  of  defiance,  and,  as  the  Alacrity  approached  her, 
fired  two  rakin«r  broadsides.  The  French  brig  then  filled 
and  tacked,  and,  having  gained  the  weather-gage,  fired  a 
broadside  at  her  opponent  as  she  pa!^?cd  on  the  opposite 
tack  ;  then,  bearing  up,  she  ran  under  the  stern  of  the 
Alacrity,  raked  her,  and  hauled  up  on  the  same  tack  (the 
larboard)  as  the  Alacrity,  and  engaged  her  to  leeward. 
The  Abeille*  being  exceedhigly  well  handled,  managed  to 
keep  rather  on  the  quarter  of  the  Alacrity,  by  which  means 
the  latter  made  a  very  poor  return  to  the  smart  and  vigorous 
firing  of  her  enemy.  The  damaged  state  of  the  Alacrity's 
sails  having  caused  her  to  drop  astern,  the  Abeille  took 
a  position  on  her  starboard  bow.  The  Alacrity  upon  this 
endeavoured  to  bear  up  and  pass  under  the  stem  of  the 
French  brig,  but  this  the  latter  avoided  by  bearing  up  also. 
The  two  brigs,  being  then  before  the  wind,  continued  en« 
gaging  until  the  Alacrity,  being  nearly  defenceless,  and  all 
her  officers,  except  the  boatswain,  either  killed,  wounded, 
or  driven  from  the  deck,  hauled  down  her  colours.  This 
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was  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  action.  The  second  lieutenant  of  the  Alacrity 
(Alexander  Martin)  and  13  seamen  beinu,  absent  in  a  prize, 
her  crew  consisted  of  not  more  than  100  men  and  boys,  of 
which  number  the  first  lieutenant,  Thomas  G.  Rees,  and 
four  seamen  were  killed ;  and  her  captain  (slightly),  Mr. 
David  Laing,  master's  mate,  Mr.  Warren  (mortaUy)^  Mr* 
William  Turner,  surgeon,  James  Flaxman,  boatswain  (se- 
yerely) ,  and  eight  men  wounded.  The  Abeille,  out  of  a  crew 
of  130  men  and  boys,  had  seven  men  killed  and  I  J  wound- 
ed. Captain  ralincr,  although  slightly  '^voundcd  only 
between  the  thumb  and  forefinger,  died  about  a  month 
afterwards  of  lock-jaw.  A  court-martial  sat  on  board 
the  Gladiator,  at  Portsmouth,  on  the  30th  of  May,  1814, 
for  the  trial  of  the  surviving  officers  and  crew,  when  the 
court  acquitted  them  of  all  blame,  and  attributed  the  brig^s 
capture  to  the  early  loss  of  the  officers,  and  to  the  captain's 
not  returning  to  the  deck  after  his  wound  was  dressed  by 
the  surgeon.  The  court  warmly  eulogized  the  conduct  of 
James  Flaxman,  the  boatswain,  which  indeed  formed  a 
noble  contract  to  the  dastardly  behaviour  of  more  than  one 
of  the  Alacrit^^'s  officers. 

On  the  26th  of  May,  in  the  morning.  Captain  John  Toup 
Nicolas,  in  the  IS-gun  brig  Pilot,  observing  four  settees  on 
the  beach  almost  immediately  under  the  town  of  StrongoH, 
near  the  entrance  of  the  Oulf  of  Taranto,  dispatched  her 
boats,  under  the  orders  of  Lieutenants  Alexander  Campbell 
and  Francis  C.  Annesley,  Mr.  Roger  Langland  (the  master). 
Master's  Mate  Henry  P.  Simpson,  Midshipman  John 
Barnes,  and  Mr.  Scotten,  the  carpenter,  to  endeavour  to 
l)ring  them  off.  The  Pilot  at  the  same  time  anchored  as 
near  to  the  shore  as  the  shoal  water  would  permit.  In  spite 
of  the  opposition  offered  by  a  body  of  75  mounted  gens- 
d'armes,  30  foot  soldiers,  and  40  militia,  the  party  effected 
a  landing,  and,  after  dislodging  the  enemy  from  an  advan- 
tageous position,  three  of  the  vessels  were  brought  oil,  and 
the  fourth  destroyed.  This  service  was  performed  without 
the  loss  of  a  man,  and  with  only  one  w  uundrd. 

On  the  27th  of  June,  wdiile  the  Bnti;:li  16-gun  brig 
Guadaloupe,  Captain  Joseph  S.  Tetley,  was  cruizing  off 
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Cape  Creus,  on  the  north  ooafit  of  Spain,  with  the  wind 
from  80utli-80uth*east,  two  strange  sail  were  observed  to 
leeward  bearing  north,  which  proved  to  be  the  French  18- 

guii  brig  Tactique,  and  8-gun  xebec  Gu^pe.  UiKiaunted 
by  the  evident  superiority  of  the  enemy.  Captain  Tetley 
determined  on  enc^aging,  and,  with  her  colours  hoisted,  the 
Gruadaloupe  continued  bearing  down  on  the  enemy,  which, 
under  F^rench  colours,  awaited  her  approach.  At  a  little 
before  Ih.  p«u.«  the  Gnadaloupe»  having  shortened  sail,  re- 
ceived  the  starboard  broadside  of  the  Tactique.  The 
Guadaloupe  continuing  to  stand  on,  then  passed  under  the 
stern  of  the  French  brig,  and  raked  her  with  considerable 
effect,  after  which  she  stationed  herself  on  the  Tactique's 
lee  beam,  and  a  smart  action  ensued,  in  which  the  xebec 
took  an  active  part.  At  Ih.  30m.  an  attempt  was  made  by 
the  crew  of  the  Tactique  to  board,  but  they  were  repulsed 
with  great  slaughter.  The  action  continued  until  2h. 
16m.,  when  the  Tactique  bore  up  towards  the  batteries 
of  St.  Andr^,  whither  the  Gu^pe  had  preceded  her.  The 
Guadidoupe,  in  her  spirited  and  very  gallant  encounter, 
suffered  much  in  her  sails  and  rigging ;  but  had  only  one 
man  killed,  and  her  first  lieutenant  and  nine  men  severely, 
and  several  slightly  wounded.  Captain  Tetley,  a  few 
months  afterwards,  when  acting  captain  of  a  frigate,  acquired 
fresh  claims  for  promotion,  which  were  not  disregarded,  as 
he  received  his  post  rank  on  the  7th  of  January,  1812.  It 
was  afterwards  ascertained,  that  die  loss  of  the  Tactique 
amounted  to  11  men  killed,  and  16  mortally,  and  32 
dangerously  and  slightly  wounded. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  at  daylight,  the  boats  of  the  British 
frigate  Unite,  Captain  Edwin  H.  Chamberlayne,  cruizing  on 
the  Italian  coast,  were  sent  away  to  cut  out  an  armed  brig 
at  anchor  off  Port  Hercule.  The  ofhcers  employed  on  this 
service  were,  lieutenant  Joseph  W.  Grabb,  Lieutenant  of 
Marines  George  Victor,  and  Messieurs  Michael  Dwyer, 
Henry  Collins,  and  Duncan  Hutchinson,  master's  mates. 
On  the  approach  of  the  boats,  the  brig,  which  was  the  St. 
Francois  de  Paule,  mounting  8  guns,  and  iirotc  c  ted  by  a 
battery  of  two  8-pounders,  on  the  beach,  ojicned  tire  on  tlie 

boatSt  The  light  winds  preventmg  the  ship  from  approach* 
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ing  tx)  co-operate,  Itieutenant  John  McDougal  was  sent 
with  the  launch  to  support  the  other  boats ;  but  before  his 
arrival,  the  brig  was  captured,  and  out  of  range  of  the  fire 
from  the  battery. 

At  9h.  A.M.  the  18-gunbrigCephalus,  Captain  Augustus 
W.  J.  ClitFord,  having  joined  company,  both  stood  along 
the  coast  in  search  of  an  enemy.  At  5h.  p.m.  several 
vessels  were  seen  near  Civita  Vecchia,  upon  which  Captain 
Clifford,  whose  acquaintance  with  the  coast  was  good, 
offered  to  lead  into  the  anchorage,  and  take  charge  of  the 
boats,  should  Captain  Chamberlayne  require  their  services* 
The  Gephalus  accordingly  stood  in,  and  anchored  under  a 
battery  of  four  8-pounders,  where  she  was  soon  joined  by 
the  Unite.  The  French  were  speedily  driven  from  their 
guns  by  the  united  fire  of  the  British  ships,  after  which  the 
boat^  broTicrht  away  three  merchant  vessels,  iii  the  face  of  a 
smart  lire  of  musketry  from  the  shore.  Mr.  Isaac  Simon, 
the  master  of  the  Cephalus,  was  the  only  person  wounded. 

On  the  2l8tof  July,  the  32-gun  frigate  Thames,  Captain 
Charles  Napier,  joined  the  Cephalus  off  Porto  del  Infireschi, 
into  which  the  latter  had  on  the  day  previously  driven  a 
French  convoy  of  26  sail.  Followed  by  the  Thames,  the 
Cepl.;iliis  entered  the  harbour,  and  both  ships  opened  their 
fire  on  eleven  French  gun-boats  and  a  felucca,  mounting 
between  them  six  lonix  18-pouiiders,  two  carronades,  and 
three  brass  and  two  iron  6-pounders,  and  manned  with  280 
men.  The  enemy's  fire  was  soon  silenced,  and  while  the 
boats  under  Captain  Clifford  took  possession  of  the  vessels, 
the  marines,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  David  W.  Adiun, 
landed,  and  stormed  a  martello  tower,  making  an  officer  and 
80  men  prisoners.  This  sendee  occuj)ied  in  its  execution 
only  about  two  hours,  and  was  attended  with  no  otlier 
casualty  than  Mr.  Hood  Douglas,  boatswain,  and  three  men 
of  the  Cephalus  wounded.  The  Thames  and  Cephalus^ 
with  all  the  prizes  in  company,  and  30  large  spars  intended 
for  the  ships  of  war  building  at  Naples,  then  got  underway, 
and  proceeded  to  sea*  This  was  undoubtedly  a  qnrited 
and  exceedingly  well  executed  performance,  and  reflects 
great  credit  on  all  concerned. 

On  the  27th  of  July,  the  boats  of  the  British  frigate 
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Active,  Captain  James  A.  Gordon,  at  anchor  off  the  town 
of  Ragosniza,  in  the  Adriatic,  \vere  dispatched,  under  Lieu- 
tenants William  W.  Henderson,  George  Hayes,  and  Robert 
(Hbson,  Lieutenant  of  Marines  John  Mears,  and  m-ister's 
mate  and  midshipmen  Messieurs  Charles  Friend,  Henrj 
Law,  Redmond  Moriarty ,  Norwich  Duff,  William  Simpkins, 
Joseph  Camiileri,  Nathaniel  Barwell,  Charles  Bentham, 
Geori^e  Moore,  William  Wood,  and  AVilli.im  1\  Robinson, 
to  attack  a  convoy  of  28  vessels,  laden  with  grain  for  the 
garrison  of  Ka^z-usa.  The  entrance  to  the  creek  in  which 
the  vessels  had  taken  shelter  being  very  narrow,  and  com- 
manded by  three  gun-boats.  Lieutenants  Henderson,  Hayes, 
and  Mears,  and  Mr.  Friend,  with  the  small-arm  men  and 
marines,  landed  on  the  right  bank,  to  take  possession  of  a 
hill,  leaving  Lieutenant  GKbson  to  attack  the  gun-boats,  as 
suoii  as  the  preconcerted  signal  announced  that  the  shore 
party  had  reached  the  desired  point.  Lieutenant  Hender- 
son and  his  party  gained  the  hill,  and  after  making  the 
signal,  repaired  to  render  assistance,  it'  necessary,  to  Lieu- 
tenant Gibson ;  but  the  attack  of  that  officer  on  the  gun- 
boats had  been  so  vigorous,  that  their  crews  jumped  over- 
board, and  escaped  to  the  shore.  The  guns  of  these  vessels 
were  then  turned  upon  the  enemy,  and  the  whole  convoy 
was  ca])tured  without  the  loss  of  a  man  to  the  British,  uud 
with  only  four  wounded  in  the  boats.  Ten  of  the  vessels 
were  set  on  iire,  and  18,  with  the  three  gun-boats,  brought 
off. 

On  the  25th  of  July,  Lieutenant  Edmund  Lyons,  in 
command  of  the  launch  and  cutter  of  the  74-gun  ship 
Minden,  having  been  ordered  to  land  19  Dutch  prisoners 
at  Batavia,  conceived  the  gallant  and  almost  impracticable 
design  of  gaining  possession  of  a  strong  fort  at  the  north- 
west extremity  of  Java.  It  should  be  mentioned  that  an 
attack  had  been  meditated  with  the  boats  of  the  sc^iiadron 
cruizing  off  Batavia,  which  had  hcvn  laid  aside  in  conse- 
quence of  the  great  strength  of  its  garrison,  and  Lieutenant 
Lyons,  with  35  officer*  and  men,  volunteered  to  undertake 
a  service  for  which  450  men  had  been  deemed  insufficient* 
This  officer,  however,  was  one  of  those  dashing  spirits 
which  accompanied  Captain  Cole  in  his  assault  of  Fort 
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Belgica»*  and  we  may»  theiefore,  easily  believe  that  it  was 
not  a  trifle  which  would  deter  him  from  putting  such  a 
design  in  execution. 

On  the  27th  of  July,  the  prisoners  were  landed  ;  and  on 
the  29th,  Lieutenant  Lyons,  with  his  gallant  band,  decided 
on  making  the  attempt ;  and  having  reconnoitred  the  fort, 
took  shelter  under  a  point  of  land  until  night  should  con- 
ceal their  advance.  At  a  little  past  midnight,  just  as  the 
moon  was  sinking  below  the  horizon,  the  boats  quitted 
their  hiding-place  and  pulled  for  the  battery,  which  mounted 
no  less  than  54  pieces  of  heavy  ordnance,  and  was  gar- 
risoned with  180  soldiers.  The  hopes  entertained  of  taking 
the  enemy  by  surprise  were  quickly  dissipated  b}^  the 
sentinels  on  the  walls,  who,  perceiving  the  approach  of  the 
two  boats,  fired  their  muskets  to  alarm  tlie  garrison ;  but 
undaunted  by  this»  Lieutenant  Lyons  pushed  on,  and  ran 
the  boats  aground,  notwithstanding  the  heavy  surf,  close 
under  the  embrasures  of  the  lower  tier  of  guns«  In  a  few 
minutes,  the  little  band  found  themselves  in  possession  of 
the  lower  battery,  three  of  its  defenders  having  been  killed 
in  the  act  of  })utti]ig  matches  to  their  guns.  Lieutenant 
Lyons  then  formed  his  men,  and,  leaduig  them  on,  carried 
the  upper  battery ;  but,  on  reaching  the  liill,  found  the 
Dutch  troops  drawn  up  to  oppose  them.  The  British 
sailors  after  firing  a  volley,  rushed  on  to  the  charge.  Lieu- 
tenant Lyons  calling  out  that  he  had  400  men,  and  would 
give  no  quarter ;  upon  which  the  Dutch  fled,  panic<*struck, 
through  the  postern  gateway  in  the  rear  of  the  fort.  At  1  h. 
A.M.  a  fire  was  opened  on  the  fort  from  a  small  battery  in 
the  rear,  and  from  two  gun-boats,  which  was  returned  by  a 
few  men,  while  the  others  were  employed  in  spiking  and 
destroying  the  other  guns. 

An  attack  was  then  made  by  a  battalion  of  Dutch  troops, 
which  were  permitted  to  approach  unmolested  until  they 
had  reached  the  gate  of  the  fort,  when  two  24-pounders, 
loaded  wi&  grape  and  musket-balls,  fired  by  Lieutenant 
Lyons  and  Mr.  Thomas  Langton,  committed  such  havoc, 
that  tlic  enemy  fled  in  great  disorder.    Taking  advantage 


*  See  page  332. 
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of  this  favourable  moment,  Lieutenant  Lyons  withdrew  his 
party,  carrying  with  him  the  Dutch  colours  ;  and  as  the 
barge  was  bilged,  the  whole  embarked  in  tbe  cutter,  and 
retumed  to  their  ship,  Mdthoat  the  loss  of  a  man,  and  with 
only  one  midshipman,  Mr.  Langton,  and  three  seamen 
slightly  wounded.  Another  midshipman  of  the  party,  Mr. 
Charles  H.  Franks,  then  only  15  years  of  age,  distinguished 
himself  greatly  on  this  occasion,  and,  in  the  face  of  a  heavy 
fire,  hoisted  a  Bnti.-ih  eu.^iiz-n  on  the  flacr-staff  of  Fort 
Marrack,  which  was  left  flying  when  the  daring  paity  left, 
lieutenant  Lyons,  having  undertaken  this  service  wholly 
upon  his  own  responsibility,  lost  for  the  time  the  reward  of 
his  temerity,  but  his  gallantry  was  nevertheless  properly 
appreciated  on  the  arrival  of  Rear- Admiral  the  Honourable 
Robert  Stopford  at  Java. 

The  subsequent  capture  of  the  Island  of  Java,  by  a 
British  naval  and  military  force,  requires  more  detail  than 
our  circumscribed  space  admits  of ;  and  we  must  therefore 
be  content  to  remark  that  this  important  and  valuable 
island  and  its  dependencies  capitulated  on  the  18th  of 
September,  after  a  series  of  gallant  exploits  and  numerous 
skirmishes,  in  which  the  seamen  and  marines  bore  an  ample 
share.  The  fleet  eini)loyed,  under  Rear- Admiral  Stopford, 
consisted  of  four  sail  of  the  line,  14  frigates,  seven  sloops, 
eight  cruizers  of  the  Huuourable  East  India  (  oin|/aiiv's 
service,  and  many  transports,  in  all  nearly  lOU  sail ;  and  the 
troops  amounted  to  8,000,  under  the  command  of  Major 
General  Wetherall  and  Colonel  Robert  R.  Gillespie.  1'he 
loss  sustained  by  the  naxy  was  as  follows: — 11  seamen 
and  four  marines  kiUed,  and  Captain  Edward  Stopford  (right 
arm  shot  off).  Lieutenant  Francis  Noble,  Lieutenants  of 
Marines  Henry  Elliot  and  John  S.  Haswell;  Messieurs 
John  D.  Worthy  uiul  Robert  G.  Dunlop,  master's  mates, 
29  seamen,  and  20  marmes  wounded,  and  three  scmnen 
missins: ;  and  the  loss  sustained  by  the  army  amounted  to 
141  killed,  733  wounded,  and  13  missmg;  making  a  total 
loss  of  156  killed,  788  wounded,  and  16  missing. 

The  following  gallant  achievement,  performed  during  the 
operations  antecedent  to  the  final  subjection  of  Java,  cannot, 
however^  be  passed  over  without  a  more  detailed  notice. 
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The  Sir  Francis  Drake,  still  commanded  by  Captain  George 
Harris,  having  been  dispatched  with  the  Phaeton,  Captain 
Fleetwood  B.  R.  Pellew,  and  Dasher  sloop,  Captain  Bene- 
dictuji  AI.  Kelly,  to  intercept  two  French  frigates,  known 
to  be  in  the  neighbourhood,  were,  on  the  29th  of  August, 
lying  at  anchor  off  Madura,  of  which  island  Captain  Harris 
determined  to  attempt  the  capture*  Captain  Kelly,  in  the 
Dasher,  proceeded  accordingly  to  seek  an  anchorage  as  near 
as  possible  to  the  town  of  Samanap,  the  capital  of  tiie 
island,  accompanied  by  the  boats  of  the  Sir  Francis  Drake 
and  Phaeton,  under  the  command  of  the  respective 
captains. 

On  the  30th  of  August,  at  daylight,  the  expedition 
entered  the  channel  between  the  east  end  of  Madura  and 
Fulo  1  Lanjong,  and  at  a  little  past  midnight  effected  a 
landing  unobserved,  about  three  miles  from  Uie  fort.  At 
Ih.  80m.  A.M.  on  the  Slst,  the  party,  consisting  in  all  of 
about  150  men,  pushed  forward,  and  reached  the  fort  be- 
fore being  perceived,  of  which,  iifter  a  warm  but  ineffectual 
resi-tauce,  they  became  masters,  although  it  was  garrisoned 
with  between  300  and  400  Madura  pikemen,  and  mounted 
with  sixteen  guns.  The  daylight  made  visible  to  the 
British,  French  colours  hoisted  at  the  east  end  of  the  town, 
and  also  the  natives  assembUng  in  great  numbers ;  upon 
which  Captain  Harris  ordered  Captain  Pellew,  with  100 
small-arm  men  and  one  brass  field-piece,  landed  from  the 
ship,  to  proceed  with  a  flag  of  truce  and  a  message  to  the 
governor,  calling  upon  him  to  surrender  the  iihuid,  and 
promising  that  private  property  should  be  respected.  The 
message  was  conveyed  to  the  governor  by  iVIr.  John  William 
Oldmixon,"^  a  midshipman,  who  received  for  answer,  that 
unless  the  British  evacuated  the  fort  within  ten  minutes^ 
and  quitted  the  island,  the  whole  should  be  put  to  llie 
sword.  This  announcement  proceeding  from  a  person  at 
tiie  head  of  about  2,000  armed  men,  drawn  up  m  an  advan- 
tageous position,  and  protected  by  four  held-picces,  was 

♦  A  most  animated  account  of  the  proceedings  of  this  jjiillant  party 
^vnll  be  found  in  the  United  S«ryiee  Journal  for  April,  1840,  written, 
we  have  every  reason  to  believe,  by  the  above  officert  who  is  stilly  we 
are  sorry  to  add^  only  a  Ueuteiuint. 
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not  to  be  despised ;  but  it  had  not  the  desired  effect. 
Captain  Harris  determined  to  make  the  attack,  and,  having 
ordered  Captain  IV^llc  \v  to  advance,  he,  with  70  small-arm 
and  20  pike  men,  leaving  a  reserve  of  40  or  50  men  in  the 
fort»  sallied  out,  and  dashed  on  at  the  left  wing  of  the 
enemy.  The  movement  was  attended  with  complete  suc« 
ce88»  for  in  a  short  time  the  Dutch  governor  (whose  acknow- 
ledged force  was  300  muskets,  60  artillerymen,  and  near 
2,000  pikemen,  cacli  armed  with  a  long  pike,  a  pistol,  and 
a  creese)  was  observed  to  break  his  line,  and  draw  off 
two  fickl-])ieccs,  in  order  to  oppose  the  advance  of  Captain 
Harris's  division.  Both  British  columns  at  about  the  same 
time  fired  a  volley*  and  for  five  minutes  a  sharp  firing  was 
kept  up;  but  as  the  British  continued  to  advance  un- 
dauntedly, the  Dutch  gave  way,  and  an  animated  charge 
totally  routed  them,  and  left  the  British  in  possession  of 
the  colours  and  the  guns.  The  governor  and  several  other 
Dutch  inhabitants  were  also  secured ;  but  Captain  Harris 
accepted  a  flag  of  truce  from  the  Rajah  of  Samanap,  and 
gave  up  his  prisoners,  on  the  condition  that  none  of  the 
people  of  the  district  should  again  take  arms  against  the 
British.  This  success  was  followed  bv  the  total  subversion 
at  French  authority  in  Madura  and  the  adjacent  islands. 

The  loss  occasioned  in  effecting  this  service  amounted  to 
three  men  killed  and  28  wounded.  Amongst  the  latter 
was  Lieutenant  of  Marines  George  Roach,  who  was  twice 
speared  \\'hile  gallantly  endeavouring  to  wTest  the  colours 
from  a  French  officer.  He  further  distinguished  himself 
while  Captain  Harris  was  negotiating  with  the  rajah,  by 
destroying,  at  the  head  of  the  marines,  a  fort  mounting  12 
guns,  situated  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  leading,  it  was 
supposed,  to  the  town  of  Samanap.  The  loss  sustained  by 
the  enemy  could  not  be  correctly  ascertained,  but  it  was 
known  to  have  been  severe,  and  to  include  the  jjrincipal 
officer  of  the  native  troops  and  his  two  sons,  a  tolerable 
proof  that  the  victory  was  not  achieved  over  unresisting 
men.  The  aiiair  is  altogether  one  highly  honourable  to  the 
British  captains,  officers,  and  men,  and  it  is  with  regret 
that  we  are  unable  to  furnish  the  names  of  the  lieutenants 
and  junior  officers  present. 
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On  the  1  st  of  August,  as  a  British  squadron,  consisting  of  ' 
the  3 2- gun  frigate  Quebec,  Cajitain  Charles  S.  I.  Havvtayne, 
16-gim  brig  Raven,  Captain  George  G.  Lenox,  gun-brigs 
Exertion  and  Redbreast,  Lieutenants  James  Murray  and 
Sir  George  M.  Keith»  baronet,  and  hired  armed  cutters 
Alert  and  Princess  Augusta*  were  cruizing  off  the  Texel, 
information  of  some  Danish  gun-brigs  was  received,  which 
induced  Captain  Hawtayne  to  dispatch  ten  boats  from  the 
squadron,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Samuel  Blyth, 
containing  117  seamen  and  marines,  to  cut  them  out.  In 
the  boats  were  the  following  officers  :  Lieutenants  Samuel 
Blyth,  John  O'Neale,  Samuel  Slout,  Charles  Wolrige,  and 
Thomas  Hare  (sub-heutcnant) ;  Master,  George  L>owney ; 
Lieutenant  of  Marines  Humphrey  Moore  ;  Master's  Mates 
Robert  Ck>ok  and  John  McDonald ;  Richard  Millet,  midship-* 
man,  JohnMuggridge,  2)ilot,and  Stephen  Pickett,  carpenter* 
On  tibe  2nd,  the  boats  entered  the  river  Jahde,  and  the  same 
aftemoon  came  in  sight  of  the  gun-brigs,  four  in  number, 
lying  at  anchor  within  the  island  of  Nordeney,  armed  with 
one  long  12  and  two  long  6  or  8-pounders  each,  and 
maimed  with  a  crew  of  25  men. 

The  boats,  as  soon  as  they  arrived  within  gun-shot  of 
the  brigs,  were  received  with  a  severe  fire  of  grape  and 
canister;  but  Lieutenant  Blyth,  in  the  Quebec's  barge, 
pulling  rapidly  towards  the  first,  was  in  a  short  time  upon 
her  deck,  killiiifr  one  man  and  wounding  two  others  in  the 
struggle.  Mr.  Muggridgc,  who  was  in  the  same  boat,  was 
oj)posed  by  tw^o  soldiers,  one  of  whom  he  shot  dead,  but 
the  second  w^ounded  him  in  the  throat  with  a  bayonet,  and 
his  life  was  only  preserved  by  his  falling  overboard.  He 
was  picked  up  by  the  next  boat.  Lieutenant  Blyth  hav- 
ing gained  possession  of  the  first  gun-brig,  and  other  boats 
arriving  to  his  assistance,  he  turned  her  guns  upon  the  three 
remaining  vessels,  which  he  was  enabled  to  do  with  com- 
parative impunity.  Unfortunately,  liuwever,  the  Limmuni- 
tion,  whieh  was  on  the  deck,  accidentally  took  tire,  and 
killed  or  wounded  19  persons,  including  Lieutenant  Blyth, 
who  was  blown  overboard.  This  officer  had  pre^nously 
been  wounded  in  the  shoulder.  The  action,  notwithstand- 
ing this  accident,  was  proceeded  with,  and  in  ten  minutes  aU 
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three  vessels  were  taken  possession  of,  they  having  had  two 

men  killed  and  ten  uuundcd. 

la  addition  to  the  loss  by  the  explosion,  the  British  had 

two  men  killed  and  nine  wounded,  including  Lieutenants 
Blyth  and  Blout,  and  Messieura  Muggridge  and  Millet. 

Lieutoiaiit  Slout's  injuries  were  so  severe,  that  he  died  in 

consequence  a  few  days  afterwards.   Of  those  who  suiFered 

by  the  explosion,  three  died  the  next  day,  and  several  were 
very  badly  scorched,  including  Lieutenant  Moore,  of  the 
marines.  The  jirize*  were  all  carried  olF,  and  Lieutenant 
Blytli  received  his  dearly-earned  promotion  to  a  comman- 
der's rank. 

On  the  19th  of  August*  at  2h«  f.m.»  the  16-gaxi  brig 

Hawk,  Captain  Henry  Bourcbier,  when  about  six  leagues 
to  the  eastward  of  St.  MarcoufF,  came  in  sight  of  a  con- 
voy steering  for  Barfleur.  As  the  Hawk  approached,  it  was 
found  that  these  vessels  were  i)rotected  by  three  gun-brii^s 
and  two  large  luggers,  which  vessels  hauled  out  from  the 

convoy  to  attack  tiie  British  brig.  At  5h.  30m.  p.m.  the 
action  commenced,  within  pistol-shot,  between  the  Hawk 

and  her  five  enemie^^,  and  it  was  maintain'  cl  with  great 

spirit  for  some  time ;  but  eventually  two  of  the  brigs,  the 
two  luggers,  and  15  sail  of  tiie  convoy  were  driven  on 
shore.  Having  pursued  them  closely,  the  Hawk,  in  the 
act  of  wearing,  also  took  the  ground  ;  but,  after  an  hour's 
exertion  in  lightening  her,  during  which  time  her  crew  were 
exposed  to  a  lire  of  artillery  and  musketry  from  the  shore, 
the  Hawk  was  again  got  afloat,  and  anchored  to  repair  her 
damages. 

Captain  Bourchier  at  night  dispatched  the  boats,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  David  Rice,  assisted  by  Mr.  John 
Smith,  the  master,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Wheeler,  gunner,  to 
endeavour  to  bring  out  or  destroy  the  vessels,  which  service 

was  accomplished  in  a  higlily  credit al)!  manner.  The 
brig  Heron,  pierced  for  16  si;uns,  but  mounting  only  ten, 
together  with  three  large  transports,  laden  with  ship  tim- 
ber, was  brought  out,  notwithstanding  a  galling  fire.  Tlie 
Hawk's  loss  amounted  to  one  seaman  killed  and  four 
wounded.   Captain  Bourchier  was  promoted  to  the  rank 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


384 


BATTLES  OF 


[1811 


of  commander,  in  consequence  of  the  gallaatry  evinced  upon 
this  occasion. 

On  the  24th  of  An^ist,  as  the  frigutcs  Diana  and  Semi- 
ramis.  Captains  William  Ferris  and  Charles  Richardson^ 
were  standing  in  towards  the  CordouanUght-house^  five  sail 
were  descried  at  tiie  mouth  of  the  Gironde,  which  consisted 
of  four  merchant  vessels  under  convoy  of  the  (late  Brit±Bh) 
gun-brig  Teazer,  Lieutenant  J.  A.  Papineau.  Captain  Ferris, 
aware  of  the  impracticability  of  an  open  attack,  had  re- 
course to  btratagem,  and  accordingly  stood  in  for  the  river 
under  French  colours  (the  Diana,  with  a  commodore's  pen- 
dant flying),  and  made  the  signal  for  a  pilot.  The  comman« 
der  of  the  Teazer,  fully  deceived  as  to  the  character  of  the 
two  ships,  at  4h.  30m.  p.m.  hoisted  her  colours  and  fired  a 
gun  to  leeward,  as  a  signal  for  afiriend,  which  was  promptly 
repeated  by  Hie  frigates.  The  battery  on  Pointe  de  la 
Coubre,  at  6h.  p.m.,  fired  a  few  shot  at  the  frigates,  but 
Lieutenant  Papineau,  as  the  Teazer  ran  under  the  battery, 
hailed  and  told  the  commandant  that  the  frigates  were  the 
Pallas  and  Elbe,  from  Rochefort,  when  the  battery  ceased 
firing.  At  6h.  30m.  a  pilot-boat  came  alongside  the  Diana, 
and  the  crew  being  handed  up,  the  boat  was  veered  astern 
as  usual.  At  7h.  the  Mgates  anchored  off  Pointe  de  Grave, 
between  die  Cordouan  and  Royau,  under  the  batteries  of 
which  latter  point  and  of  Verdon  lay  the  Teazer,  in  com- 
pany with  the  16-^un  hii  j;  I'liu  lur,  commanded  by  the  cap- 
tain at  the  port,  M.  A.  Dubourg. 

As  soon  as  the  night  closed  in,  Captain  Ferris  dispatched 
the  boats  of  the  two  frigates,  commanded  by  Lieutenants 
Francis  Sparrow  (of  the  Diana),  and  Thomas  Gardiner  (of 
the  Semiramis),  having  with  them  Lieutenant  George  B. 
Roper  and  Mr.  William  Holmes,  master's  mate,  of  the  Diana, 
and  Lieutenants  Percy  Grace  and  Robert  Nicholson,  and 
Mr.  Timothy  Renou,  master's  mate  of  the  Semirami  - ,  to  cut 
out  the  merchant  vessels  which  had  proceeded  about  four 
miles  up  the  river.  The  tide,  however,  delayed  the  exe- 
cution of  the  service,  and  at  daylight  on  the  25th  the  boats 
had  not  returned.  Captain  Ferris  now  determined  to  attack 
the  two  brigs  which  remained  bdow,  with  the  frigates,  and« 
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accordingly,  at  6h.  a.m.  both  ships  weighed  and  steered  fur 

Verdon  Road.  As  a  proof  of  the  strength  of  the  deception 
practised,  Caj)t;iiu  Dubourg  went  alongside  the  Diuim  in  his 

boat,  and  did  not  discover  his  mistake  until  having  as- 
cended to  the  quarter-deck.  While  the  Semiramis  stood 
towards  the  Pluvier,  the  Diana  laid  the  Teazer  on  board» 
the  frigate's  lower  yards  carrying  away  the  brig's  topgal- 
lant masts.  Lieutenant  Robert  Parsons  and  lieutenant  of 
Marines  Lewis  P.  Madden,  Mr.  Mark  P.  Noble,  boatswain, 
and  about  30  seamen  and  marines,  then  jumped  on  board, 
and,  without  the  loss  or  injur)^  of  a  man  on  either  side, 
gained  entire  possession  of  the  brig.   The  Pluvier,  witness- 

ing  the  fate  of  the  Teazer,  cut  her  cables  and  made  sail  for 

the  beach,  where  she  grounded  near  to  the  battery  of  Ro- 
yan.  The  Semiramis,  having  approached  as  near  as  the 
depth  of  water  would  permit,  anchored  with  a  spring  on  her 

cable ;  and  the  boats,  having  in  the  meanwhile  returned 
from  capturing  the  convoy,  Lieutenant  Gardiner  boarded 
and  carried  tiie  Plitvier,  in  doing  which  he  hiinsielf  and  two 

seamen  were  wounded.  The  prize  being  hard  and  fast 
aground,  and  the  ebb-tide  mailing.  Captain  Richardson 

took  out  the  crew  and  set  the  brig  uu  fire.    The  Semiramis 

then  joined  the  Diana,  and  with  the  Teazer  and  captured 
▼essds  was  soon  out  of  reach  of  the  batteries.   At  Ih. 

SOm.  P.M.  the  Pluvier  blew  up,  thereby  putting  the  finish 
to  a  very  gallant  and  well-executed  service. 

On  the  2nd  of  September,  being  oflF  the  coast  of  Nor- 
way, the  iiritish  10-gun  brig  Chanticleer  and  gun-brig 
Manly,  Captain  Richard  Spear  and  Lieutenant  Richard 
W*  Simmonds,  were  attacked,  and  the  latter,  after  an  ob- 
stinate d^ence,  in  which  she  had  one  man  killed  and  three 
wounded,  captured  by  the  Danish  18-gun  brigs  Ldand, 
Alsen,  and  Sampsoe.  Lieutenant  Simmonds,  being  sub- 
sequently tried  for  the  loss  of  the  brig,  was  honour;il)ly  ac- 
quitted, and  coiiiplimented  by  the  president  on  his  behaviour. 

On  the  3rd  of  September  a  very  creditable  action  was 
fought  oft'  Boulogne  by  the  British  10-gun  brigs  Uinaldo 
and  Redpole,  Captains  James  Anderson  and  Colin  Macdo- 
nald,  wiUi  four  12-gim  prames,  four  gun-brigs,  and  seven 
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lugger-rigged  gun-boats.  After  engaging  them  for  some 

time,  the  latter  regained  their  anchorage  in  Boulogne  Bay. 

Oil  the  7  til  of  September,  the  British  2 8 -gun  frigate  Bar* 
badoes  and  IG-gunbrig  Goshawk,  Captains  Edward  Rush- 
worth  nnd  .Tame;-  [jilburn,  fell  in  off  the  French  coa^t  with 

seven  i:*  reach  gim- brigs,  each  mounting  three  long  24-poiill'- 
den,  and  a  mortar,  and  manned  with  75  men.  These  were 
attacked  by  the  British  ships  and  chased  into  Calvados, 
vaA  one  of  them  driven  on  shore.  On  the  8th  the  86-gan 

frigate  Hotspur,  Captain  the  Hcmoorable  Josceline  Percy, 

arrived  off  Cidvados,  and  stood  in  to  the  attack  of  the  brigs. 
At  6h.  P.M.,  when  within  less  than  half  gim-shot,  the 
Hotspur  grounded  ;  but  by  her  fire  succeeded  in  sinking- 
one  gun-brig  and  drove  two  ashore.  As  the  Hotspur, 
during  this  time,  was  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  from  the  ves- 
sels, a  battery,  and  some  field-pieces,  she  sustained  consi- 
deraUe  damage  in  her  hnll,  masts,  and  rigging,  and  a  loes 
of  Messieurs  William  Smitii  and  Alexander  Hay,  midship- 
men, two  seamen,  and  one  boy  killed;  and  19  seamen  and 
three  marines  wounded. 

On  the  6th  of  September,  early  in  the  morning,  the  18- 
gun  brig  Pilot,  Captain  John  Toup  Nicolas,  observed  a 
ketch  secured  to  the  walls  of  the  fort  of  Castellan.  The 
hrig  immediately  stood  in  abd  anchored  close  to  the  town, 
and,  having  by  her  fire  driven  away  the  troops  collected  on 
the  beach.  Captain  Nicolas  dispatched  the  boats,  under 
Lieutenant  Alexander  Campbell,  to  bring  out  the  vessel. 
This  officer  jr^lbuitly  landed  under  the  castle  walls,  and, 
after  some  opposition,  advanced  to  the  town,  and  set  the 
ketch  on  fire.  The  party  returned  on  board  laden  with 
com  and  ilax,  not  having  met  with  any  loss. 

On  the  20th  of  September,  at  noon,  while  the  d8-gan 
frigate  Naiad,  Captain  FhiUp  Carteret,  was  lying  at  anchor 
in  Boulogne  Roads,  the  Emperor  Bonaparte  was  observed 
to  embark  in  Us  bu*ge,  and  to  proceed  on  board  the  centre 
prame  of  his  invasion  flotillii,  and  afterwards  to  visit  other 
of  the  vessels  on  his  return  to  the  shore.  At  Ih.  p.m.,  the 
wind  being  from  south -south-west,  and  a  strong  flood  tide 
running,  Kear-Admiral  Baste,  vyith  seven  prames,  each 
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mounting  12  guns,  with  a  crew  numbering  1 20  men  each, 
got  underway  and  steered  for  the  Naiad,  then  bearing  from 
them  nearly  north.  At  Ih.  40m.  the  leading  prame  ex- 
changed broadsides  with  the  frigate,  which  remained  at  an- 
chor with  springs  on  her  cables ;  after  which  they  tacked 
and  stood  away,  followed  by  the  other  prames.  About  2h. 
ten  brigs,  each  mounting  four  long  24-pounders,  and  a 
sloop,  fitted  as  a  bomb-vessel,  joined  the  prames  in  can-, 
nonading  the  Naiad.  At  3h.  30m.,  it  being  slack  water, 
the  Naiad  weighed,  and  stood  o£P  on  the  larboard  tack ; 
and  at  4h.  15m.  the  flotilla  ceased  [firing,  and  retired  to 
the  shelter  of  the  batteries  to  the  eastward  of  Boulogne. 
At  7h.  3(im.  the  Naiad  anchored  in  her  former  position, 
without  having  sustained  any  loss. 

On  the  21st,  at  7h.  p.m.,  when  the  weather-tide  made, 
the  same  flotilla,  together  with  some  one-gun  luggers,  got 
underway  and  stood  to  the  westward  on  the  larboard  tack, 
in  two  unes.  The  weathermost  line  consisted  of  three 
prames,  and  the  lee  line  of  four  prames,  the  brigs  and 
small  craft  taking  stations  as  most  convenient.  The  Bri- 
tish squadron  now  consisted  of  the  Naiad,  10-gun  brigs 
Rinaldo  and  Redpole  (commanded  as  before),  18-gun  brig 
Castilian,  Captain  David  Braimer,  and  8-gun  cutter  ^' iper. 
Lieutenant  Edward  A.  d* Arcey.  The  four  last-named  ves- 
sels at  7h.  A.M.  formed  in  hne,  and  hove  to  with  their 
colours  hoisted,  awaiting  the  approach  of  the  enemy  (the 
town  of  Boulogne  bearing  south-east-by-east,  distant  six 
miles),  and  at  8h.  30m.  were  joined  by  the  Naiad. 

At  9h.  30m.  the  leading  prame,  bearing  the  admiral's 
flag,  not  likiiig  the  appearance  of  the  British  squadron, 
tacked  inshore  and  fired  her  broadside,  when  the  British 
squadron,  by  signal  from  the  Naiad,  instantly  bore  up 
together  in  chase  of  the  prames,  w^hich  were  following 
their  admiral,  and  making  the  best  of  their  way  to  regain 
the  protection  of  the  batteries.  At  lOh*  20m.  the  Naiad, 
having  got  within  pistol-shot  of  the  enemy,  opened  fire 
on  both  sides,  while  the  Rinaldo  and  Redpole  engaged  the 
Ville-de-Lyon,  the  stcrnmost  pranic  of  the  lee  line.  Finding 
it  impossible,  owinp;-  to  the  shoal  water,  to  overtake  the 
French  admiral,  the  Naiad  wore  round  and  boarded  and 
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carried  the  Ville-de-Lyon,  after  a  very  gallant  resistance, 

in  which  the  French  lo&t  between  30  and  40  in  killed  and 
wounded.  While  the  Naiad  stood  off  shore  with  her  prize 
in  tow,  the  Rinaldo,  Redpole,  and  Gastilian,  drawing  less 
water,  continued  to  follow  and  engage  the  rear  of  the  fio« 
tilla.  The  two  first  brigs  got  alongside  the  stemmoat 
prame,  which  had  been  next  to  the  Ville-de-Lyon,  and 
obliged  her  to  haul  up  for  the  weather  line ;  but  being  by 
this  time  in  three  fathoms  water,  and  within  reach  of  the 
batteries,  the  British  brigs  ceased  firing  and  rejoined  the 
Naiad.  The  Naiad  sustained  hut  httle  damage  aloft,  but 
had  two  seamen  killed ;  and  Lieutenant  of  Marines  Wil- 
liam Morgan,  Mr.  James  Dover,  midshipman,  and  12  sea- 
men wounded.  The  CastUiEin  had  her  ^st  lieutenant, 
Charles  Cobb,  killed,  and  one  seaman  severely  wounded^ 
and  the  Redpole  her  pilot  wounded* 

On  the  11th  of  October,  in  tiie  morning,  the  38-gun  fri« 
gate  ImpMeuse,  Captain  the  Honourable  Henry  Duncan, 
being  off  Possitano,  in  the  Gulf  of  Salerno,  discovered 
three  gun-boats  moored  under  a  strong  battery.  At  llh. 
A.M.  the  Imperieuse  anchored  within  range  of  grape,  and, 
in  a  few  minutes,  sank  one  of  the  boats  and  silenced  the 
fire  of  the  fort ;  but  the  crews  of  the  gun-boats  haring 
landed  and  taken  shelter  in  the  fort.  Captain  Duncan  sent 
the  boats,  under  the  orders  of  Lieutenant  Eaton  Travers, 
with  Lieutenant  of  Marines  Philip  Pipon,  to  dislodge  them. 
The  party  were  assailed  by  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  from 
the  battery ;  hut  only  30  men  with  50  stand  of  arms  re- 
mained in  the  fort  when  they  entered,  the  remainder  hav- 
ing escaped.  The  guns  were  thrown  over  the  cliff,  the 
magazine  destroyed,  and  the  two  gun-boats  brought  off* 
One  marine  was  killed  and  two  wounded. 

The  Imperieuse  (having  been  joined  by  the  32-gun  fri- 
gate Thames,  Captain  Charles  Napier),  being  at  anchor,  on 
the  19th,  off  Palinuro,  on  the  coast  of  CeJabria,  Captain  Dun- 
can sent  the  hoats  under  Lieutenant  Travers,  which  attacked 
and  biought  off  ten  polacres,  laden  with  oil,  although  the 
vessels  were  banked  up  with  sand,  and  defended  by  a  large 
body  of  Neapolitan  troops. 

Captain  Duncan,  having  discovered  ten  large  gun-boats 
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in  the  harbour  of  Falinuro,  together  with  a  number  of  mcr* 
chant  vessels,  and  not  considering  his  force  sufficient  to 
attack  them,  dispatched  the  Thames  to  Sicily  for  a  rein- 
forcement. On  the  Ist  of  November^  in  the  evening,  the 
Thames  rejoined  with  250  men  of  the  62nd  regiment,  under 
Major  Darby,  and  this  detachment,  together  with  the  ma- 
rines of  both  frisrates,  under  Lieutenant  Pipon,  and  a  })arty 
of  seamen  under  Lieutenant  Travers,  the  whole  com- 
manded by  Captain  Napier,  disembarked  at  the  back  of  the 
harbour.  The  British  then  ascended  the  heights,  which 
they  carried  in  gallant  style,  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the 
French,  and  who,  in  great  force,  in  vain  attempted,  after 
dark,  to  recover  their  loss.  On  the  2nd,  Captam  Napier, 
finding  it  to  be  impossible  to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  a 
strong  tower,  which  protected  the  gun-boats,  was  recalled, 
and  returned  on  board,  when  both  frigates  ran  close  in  shore, 
sank  two  gun-boats,  and  captured  the  others.  The  two 
ships  afterwards  anchored  close  to  the  fort,  which  \\  as  soon 
siloiced,  and  the  garrison  compelled  to  surrender.  Lieute- 
nant Travers  then  marched  in  and  took  possession  of  the 
fort,  tlie  guns  of  which  were  thrown  into  the  sea,  and  the 
walls  and  ramparts  blown  up.  Six  gun-boats,  22  feluccas, 
liidcii  with  oil,  etc.,  and  20  large  spars,  were  brought  off. 
Tliis  was  effected  on  the  3rd,  until  which  time  the  British 
kept  possession  of  the  heights.  In  performing  this  very 
dashing  and  important  sen'ice,  Lieutenant  Kav,  of  the  G2ud, 
and  four  men,  were  killed,  and  Lieutenant  Fipon  and  ten 
men  wounded. 

At  daylight  on  the  22nd  November,  as  the  British  38- 
gun  frigates  Volontaire  and  Perlen,  Captains  the  Honour- 
able  G^rge  O.  Waldegrave  and  Joseph  S.  Tedey  (acting), 
were  lying  to  at  the  distance  of  two  leagues  from  Cape 
Sicie,  three  French  line-of- battle  ships  and  two  frigates 
made  their  appearance  in  the  north-west.  At  9h.  a.m.  the 
Perlen  exchanged  several  shot  with  a  French  frigate  on  her 
lee  quarter,  and,  from  her  peculiar  construction,  she  being 
a  Danish-built  ship,  the  Perlen  was  enabled  to  bring  seve- 
ral guns  to  bear  with  such  effect,  that  at  lOh.  the  French 
frigate  bore  away,  out  of  gun-shot  The  74-gun  ship  Tri- 
dent and  Am^lie  frigate,  which  had  meanwhUe  been  en- 
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gaged  with  die  Volontaire,  then  Btood  far  the  Perlen,  and 

at  nil.  A.M.  opened  fire  upon  her.  At  Ih.  p.m.,  finding 
the  eneiiiy  to  be  overhauling  the  ship  very  fast.  Captain 
Tetley  ordered  the  ancliors  to  be  cut  away ;  but  at  2h.  p.m. 
the  French  ships  still  held  the  ir  own  and  continued  firing 
upon  the  British  frigate.  The  Trident,  however,  at  about 
this  time,  having  yawed  to  fire  her  broadside,  lost  ground, 
and  shortlj  afterwards  rdinquished  the  pursuit.  The  Per- 
len  had  her  sails  and  rigging  much  damaged,  but  fortu- 
nately sufFsred  no  loss. 

On  the  27th  of  November,  the  British  74-gun  ship  Eagle, 
Captain  Charles  Rowley,  cruizing  in  the  Adriatic,  chased 
tlie  French  40-gun  frigate  Uranie,  frio^ate  Corceyere,  armed 
en  liute,  and  bng  Scemplone,  from  Trieste,  boimd  to  Corfu. 
At  7h.  30m.  f.m,,  the  Corceyere  was  overtaken  and  com- 
pelled to  surrender,  having  lost  her  fore-topmast  by  the  fire 
of  the  British  ship  and  by  press  of  sail.  The  Uranie  and 
brig  escaped. 

On  the  28th  of  November,  while  the  British  18-pounder 
88  gun  frii^^iites  Alceste  and  Active,  and  36-gun  frisrate 
Unite,  Captains  Murray  Maxwell,  James  A.  Gordon,  cuid 
Edwin  H.  Chamberlayne,  were  lying  at  Port  St.  George,  in 
the  Island  of  Lissa,  three  suspicious  sail  were  discovered 
to  the  southward.  The  three  British  frigates  at  7h.  par. 
got  underway,  and  stood  out  to  sea,  leaving  for  the  pro* 
tection  of  the  Island  of  Lissa  a  portion  of  seamen,  and 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  marines  belonging  to  the  three 
shipi,  together  with  the  2G-guii  bhi^xVcorn,  Captain  George 
Miller  Bligh. 

On  the  29th,  at  9h.  20m.  a.m.,  the  Island  of  Augusta  in 
sight,  and  wind  from  south-south-west,  the  Active  made 
the  signal  for  three  strange  sail,  bearing  east-north -east, 
which  at  lOh.  were  made  out  to  be  frigates,  and  at  first 
supposed  to  be  the  fugitives  from  Captain  Hoste  at  Lissa ; 
but  proved  to  be  the  40-gun  frigates  PauUne  and  Pomone, 
Commodore  Monfort,  aine,  and  Captain  Rosamel,  and 
frigate-built  2 6 -gun  store  ship  Persanne,  from  Corlu,  bound 
to  Trieste,  laden  with  iron  and  brass  ordnance  for  the  use 
of  the  French  squadron  and  batteries.  On  perceiving  the 
British  frigates,  the  three  French  ships  hauled  to  the  wind 
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on  the  larboard  tack  and  stood  towards  them ;  but  dis- 
covering their  true  character,  bore  up  north-west*  and  set 
studding-sails.  At  llh.  the  Persanne  being  unable  to 
keep  way  with  the  Pomone  and  Pauline,  bore  up  before  the 
wind,  and  the  Active  was  about  to  follow  her»  but  was  re- 
called by  Captain  Maxwell,  and  the  Unit^,  as  the  dullest 
sailer,  ordered  to  go  in  purs>uit  of  that  ship. 

The  Alceste  and  Active  then  continued  the  pursuit  of 
the  Pauline  and  Pomone,  and  at  llh.  50in.  the  British 
frigates  were  found  to  be  gaining  in  the  chase.  Captain 
Maxwell,  about  this  time,  telegraphed  to  the  Active, 
"  Remember  the  battle  of  Lissa/'  At  30  minutes  past 
twdve,  just  as  the  Island  of  Pdagosa  bore  from  the  Alceste 
south-west,  distant  five  leagues,  the  Persanne  was  observed 
to  fire  her  stem  chasers  at  the  Unite,  and  at  Ih.  20m.  p.m. 
the  Alceste,  going  at  the  rate  of  nine  miles  an  hour, 
with  the  wind  on  the  larboard  quarter,  fired  a  shot  at  the 
Pomone,  which  ship  immediately  hoisted  her  colours,  and 
fired  a  diot  in  return,  which  spHntered  the  Alceste's  main- 
topga]lant-mast«  The  Pauline,  being  a  short  distance  ahead 
of  her  consort,  also  hoisted  her  colours  and  a  broad  pendant. 
At  Ih.  24m.,  the  Alceste  still  under  a  crowd  of  sail  in  order 
to  overtake  the  French  commodore,  exchanged  broadsides 
with  the  Pomone;  but  unfortunately,  at  Ih.  40m.,  her  main- 
topmast  was  shot  away,  the  wreck  fallins^  over  the  star- 
board side,  and  the  Alceste  consequently  dropped  astern. 
Cries  "  of  Vive  rEmpereur!"  resounded  from  both  the 
F^!ench  ships  at  this  mishap,  but  their  exultations  were  not 
of  any  very  long  continuance. 

About  2h«,  the  Active,  having  gallantly  shot  ahead  to 
occupy  the  place  of  the  Alceste,  opened  fire  upon  the  star- 
board quarter  of  the  Pomone,  and  soon  brought  that  ship 
to  close  action.  About  2h.  20m.  the  Pauline  hauled  close 
to  the  wind  on  the  larboard  tack,  and  stood  for  the  Alrcste, 
and  having  taken  a  position  on  her  weather  beam,  tiiese 
ships  at  2h.  dOm.  became  closely  engaged.  At  3h.  5m. 
the  French  commodore,  observing  that  the  Pomone  was 
losing  ground  with  the  ActivCt  quitted  the  Alceste,  and 
hauling  his  wind  on  the  starboard  tack,  crowded  aU  sail 
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and  got  away.    The  18 -gun  coirette  Kingfisher^  Captain 

Ewcll  Tritton,  just  at  this  time  hove  in  sight. 

The  Active  having  unavoidably  shot  ahead  of  the  Pomone, 
a  cessation  of  the  firing  took  place,  and  at  3h.  40m.  the 
Aloeste  ranged  up  on  the  Pomone's  larboard  beam,  and 
opened  her  fire.   The  main  and  mizen  maBts  of  the  French 

fngate  soon  afterwards  fdl,  and  an  tmicoi  jack  waa  then 
shewn  m  token  of  her  suirender. 
The  Alceste,  whose  crew  amounted  to  no  more  than  218 

men,  had  Mr.  Charles  Nourse,  midshipman,  and  six  seamen 
killed ;  and  Lieutenant  xVndrew  Wilson  and  12  men 
wounded.  The  Active's  crew  had  also  been  reduced  to 
about  the  same  ninnbcr,  out  of  wiiich  Mr.  Georc:e  Osborne, 
midshipman,  five  seamen,  and  two  marines  were  killed  ;  and 
Captain  Gordon*  (left  leg  amputated),  Lieutenants  William 
B,  Dashwood  (arm  amputated)  and  George  Hayes^  21  sea- 
men, and  three  marines  woimded*  The  Pomone  was  re- 
dnc^  by  the  Active's  fire  to  a  sinking  state,  and  her  loss, 
out  of  332  men  and  boys,  amounted  to  50  killed  and 
wound(  d,  including  among  the  latter  Captain  Rosamel. 

About  4h.  the  Persanne  received  tlie  Unite's  fire,  and 
having  returned  it,  hauled  down  her  colours.  The  Unit6 
was  much  damaged  in  masts,  sails,  and  rigging,  but  had 
only  one  man  wounded.  Lieutenants  Dashwood  and 
Hayes,  of  the  Active,  were  promoted  on  the  19th  of  May, 
1812 ;  and  Lieutenant  Wflson,  of  the  Alceste,  on  the  17Qi 
of  September, 


*  Captain  Gordon  received  his  wound  during  the  heat  of  the  action* 
The  shot  which  paused  it  came  throucrh  n  port-fiole,  grazpfl  a  rarronade 
slide,  and  took  otf  a  seaman's  leg  beiore  it  reached  the  Cajnain,  whofse 
leg  it  struck  at  the  knee  joint,  and  severed  it  as  though  done  by  a 
knife.  As  he  was  being  carried  below,  he  calmly  directed  Lieutenant 
Dashwood  to  do  liis  best,  and  gave  similar  advice  to  Lieutenant  Haves 
on  the  main-deck,  in  the  event  of  any  thing  happening  to  the  iir^t 
Haileiiaiit.  Very  ahortly  afterwards  lientenant  Daaliwood  had  lui 
ann  shot  away,  and  Lleatenant  Hayes  suooeedfid  to  the  Gonmumd, 
and  oontinned  to  figfat  the  aMp  imtil  the  Bomone'a  auraider* 
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On  the  2nd  of  Febraary,  a  very  severe  action  was  fought 
by  the  British  12-pouDder  32-guii  frigate  Southampton, 
Captain  Sir  James  L.  Yeo,  and  the  Amethyate,  of  44  gans» 
late  a  French  frigate,  but  at  this  time  in  the  service  of  the 

Haytian  government.  The  Amethyste  was  commanded  by 
M.  Gaspard,  a  noted  privateersman  ;  and  as  upon  examina-. 
tioii  it  was  found  that  his  only  commission  was  one 
signed  by  "  Borgellat,  general-m- chief  of  the  south  of 
Hayti,''  Sir  James  Yeo  considered  himself  under  the 
necessity  of  demanding  that  the  frigate  should  accompany 
the  Southampton  to  Port  Royal,  Jamaica,  in  order  that  the 
admiral  should  decide  as  to  its  legality.  Compliance  with 
his  demand  being  positively  refused,  at  6h.  30m.  a.m.  the 
action  commenced,  and  before  7h.  the  main  and  mizen 
masts  of  the  Amethyste  fell,  and  her  state  was  evidently 
one  of  desperation,  but  a  feeble  and  irregular  fire  was  still 
maintained.  At  7h.  45m.,  desirous  to  put  an  end  to  the 
contest,  the  Southampton  ceased  firing,  and  Sir  James 
Yeo  hailed  to  know  if  the  frigate,  whose  colours  had  been 
shot  away,  had  surrendered,  and  was  answered  in  the 
affirmative.  The  loss  on  board  the  Haytian  frigate  was 
very  great.  Her  crew  consisted  of  70U  men,  of  almost 
everv  nation,  of  which  105  were  killed  and  120  wounded, 
including  Captain  Gas|)ard.  The  Southampton's  loss  was 
one  killed  and  ten  wounded.  The  Amethyste,  whose  fore- 
mast and  bowsprit  were  also  gone,  was  taken  to  Jamaica 
and  subsequently  restored  to  Christophe;  but  Sir  James 
Yeo's  proceedings  were  entirely  approved  of  by  bis  com* 
mander-in-chief« 


Digitized  by  Google 


394 


BATTLSS  OF 


[1813. 


On  the  13th  of  February,  at  daylisrht,  the  -^S-g-im  frigate 
Apollo,  Captain  Bridges  W.  Taylor,  c'liascd  off  Cape  Corse 
the  French  frigate-built  20-gun  store-ship  Merinos,  in  com- 
pany with  a  ship  corvette.  The  Apollo  having  closed  with  the 
M^rinos^  commenoed  a  ruimmg  fight,  but  the  latter  did  not 
SQirender  until  six  of  ber  men  were  killed  and  20  wonnded. 
The  corvette  effected  her  escape.  In  consequence  of  the 
calm  which  prevailed  at  the  termination  of  the  action,  the 
Apollo  was  exposed  for  some  hours  to  the  fire  of  two 
batteries,  but  fortunately  sustained  no  loss. 

On  the  16th  of  February,  the  74-e:nn  ship  Victorious, 
Captain  John  Talbot,  accompanied  by  the  18-gun  brig 
Weasel,  Captain  John  W.  Andrew,  arrived  off  Venice  to 
watdi  the  motions  of  the  French  74-gun  ship  lUvoUy  Com- 
modore Bmi,  which  witb  some  brigs  of  war  were  lying  at 
anchor  in  the  port.    On  the  2l8t  Captain  Talbot  was 
enabled  to  reconnoitre  the  port,  and  at  2h.  30m.  p.m.  a 
brig  was  descried  to  the  eastward,  and  at  3h.  a  large  ship, 
with  two  more  ])rii:^^,  and  two  settees,  were  also  seen.  The 
ship  was  the  Kivoli,  with  the  brigs  Jena  and  Mercure, 
of  16  guns,  and  the  Mamelouck  of  8  guns,  and  the  settees 
were  gun-boats,  all  about  12  hours'  sail  from  Venice,  bound 
to  Pola  in  Istria*   The  enem/s  squadron  was  formed  in 
line  of  battle,  the  gun-boats  and  one  brig  ahead,  and  the 
two  other  brigs  astern  of  the  Rivoli.    All  sail  was  instantly 
made  in  chase,  and  at  2h.  30m.  p.m.  on  the  22nd,  the 
RivoU  having  shortened  sail  to  allow  one  of  the  brigs  to 
dose.  Captain  Talbot  directed  Captain  Andrew  to  bring 
the  stemmost  brig  to  action,  and  accordingly,  at  4h.  15m., 
the  Weasel  opened  fire  upon  the  Mercore  withm  pistol* 
shot.   In  a  short  time  the  J6na,  takmg  a  position  on  the 
Weasel's  bow,  also  commenced  firing  at  her,  aldum^ 
distantly ;  but  at  about  5h.  the  Mercure  suddenly  blew  up, 
and  the  J^na  crowded  sail  to  get  away.    The  boats  of  the 
Weasel  were  immediately  lowered  in  the  hope  of  rescuing 
the  unfortunate  crew,  but  only  succeeded  in  saving  three 
men.    At  daylight  the  Weasel  regained  sight  of  the  J^na 
and  Mamelouck,  and  made  all  sail  in  pursuit^  using  hex 
sweeps  occasionally. 

At  4h,  SOm.        just  after  the  Weasel  had  begun  to 
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fire  on  the  Alcrcure,  in  the  manner  already  mentioned,  the 
Victorious,  having  a  light  breeze  on  her  larboard  beam, 
arrived  within  half  pistol-shot  of  the  larboard  beam  of  the 
Bivoli,  and  opened  fire  upon  her,  which  was  immediately 
returned ;  and  the  two  ahips,  witih  courses  hauled  up,  but 
withioyalB  tset*  and  standing  in  towards  the  Oulf  of  Ttieste, 
continued  a  furious  engagement  for  three  hours.   In  the 

early  part  of  tlie  action  Captain  Talbot  was  badly  wounded, 
and  nearly  deprived  of  his  sight  by  a  splinter,  and  obliged 
to  quit  the  deck,  when  the  command  devolved  on  Lieutenant 
Thomas  Ladd  Peake«  The  Hivoli»  at  about  7h«  30m*9 
being  almost  unmanageable,  and  her  guns  nearly  silenced* 
and  the  Victorious,  after  her  three  hours'  action*  also  in  a 
disabled  state*  the  Weasel  was  recalled  in  order  to  render 
such  assistance  as  might  be  required,  in  the  event  oS  dther 
ship  taking  the  ground,  they  being  at  that  time  in  only 
seven  fathoms  water. 

At  8h.  40in.  the  Weasel,  standing:  across  the  bows  of  the 
Rivoli  within  musket-shot,  discharged  her  broadside,  and 
wearing  and  tacking  as  necessary*  repeated  the  manoeuvre 
twice,  the  Victorious  in  the  meantime  maintaining  a  steady 
fire*  which  at  8h.  4dm,  shot  away  her  opponent's  mizen- 
mast.  At  9h.  the  Biyoli  fired  a  gun  to  leeward*  and  hailed 
to  say  that  she  had  struck.  Port  Legnian  then  bore 
north-north-west  about  seven  miles  distant. 

The  Vict()rious  liad  her  rigging  cut  to  pieces,  gaiF  and 
Spanker  boom  shot  away,  topmasts  and  main-mast  badly 
wounded,  boats  destroyed,  and  hull  shattered ;  and  out  of 
a  crew  of  506  men  and  boys*  JLieutenant  of  Marines  Thomas 
H.  Orifiiths  and  25  seamen  were  killed;  Captaui  Talbot* 
lieutenant  of  Marines  Robert  S.  Ashbridge  (mortally). 
Messieurs  William  H.  Gibbons  and  Gteorge  H.  Ayton* 
master's  mates,  and  Henry  Bolton  and  Joseph  Ray,  midship- 
men, and  dS  men  wounded.  Total:  27  killed  and  99 
wounded.  The  Weasel  had  not  a  man  hurt.  The  Rivoli, 
out  of  810  men,  had  400  killed  and  wounded,  including  her 
second  captain  and  many  officers.  Her  fore  and  main 
masts  were  so  mudi  injured  that  they  fell  a  few  days  after 
the  action. 

.  These  ships  were  in  most  respects  prettyequallymatdied; 


Digitized  by  Google 


396 


BA1!TU8  OF 


[1813 


but  if  either  possessed  an  advantage,  it  was  the  Rivoli .  The 
action  is  one  wiiich  rediuuids  much  to  the  honour  of  ])oth 
nations,  and  especially  to  the  British.  Caj^tain  Talluit  was 
knighted,  Lieutenant  Peake  made  a  commander,  and  Cap- 
tain Andrew  advanced  to  post  rank*  The  Rivoli  was  con- 
ducted in  safety  to  Port  St.  George»  Lissa,  and  subsequently 
added  to  the  British  navy  under  the  same  name. 

On  the  27th  of  March*  the  British  10-gun  brig  Rosario 
(eight  18-pounder  carronades  and  two  lon^i:  sixes).  Captain 
Booty  liai-vey,  chased  a  division  of  the  Bonlos^ne  flotilla, 
consisting  of  12  brigs  and  a  lugger,  staiidiiiL,^  along-  the 
French  coast  near  Dieppe.  Each  of  the  brigs  mounted 
three  long  24 -pounders,  and  an  eight-inch  howitzer,  and 
vas  manned  with  50  men.  As  the  Rosario  stood  on  to  cut 
off  the  leewardmost  brig,  the  whole,  by  signal  from  the 
commodore,  fonned  in  line,  and  severally  engaged  the 
British  brig  as  she  passed  on  the  opposite  tack,  and  when 
the  Rosario  luffed  up  to  cut  off  the  stemmost  brig,  the 
remaining  eleven  bore  down  to  support  their  consort.  The 
Uosario,  with  the  signal  flying  for  an  enemy,  now  bore  up 
towards  a  brig  observed  in  the  otiing ;  but  as  soon  as  the 
stranger,  which  was  the  16-gun  brig  Griffon,  Captain 
George  TroUope,  had  answered  the  signal,  the  Rc»ario 
again  hauled  to  the  wind,  and  at  40  minutes  past  noon 
recommenced  an  attack  on  the  enemy's  rear. 

At  Ih.  30m.  P.M.  the  Rosario  most  gallantly  ran  amongst 
the  body  of  the  ilotilici,  and  having  damaged  the  running 
rigoring:  of  two  brigs,  they  fell  foul  of  each  other,  and  after 
engaging  them  in  this  position  until  they  got  clear,  she 
Stood  on  for  a  third  brig,  which,  losing  her  main- mast  and 
fore-topmast,  dropped  her  anchor.  Passing  this  brig,  the 
Rosario  drove  the  next  on  shore*  .Two  others  were  then 
to  leeward,  not  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  shore;  and 
bearing  up  for  these,  the  Rosario  ran  the  nearest  on  board 
and  quickly  carried  her.  As  the  Rosario  hauled  off  with 
her  prize,  the  Griffon  arrived  from  the  offing,  and  drove  a 
brig  on  shore  near  St.  Aubin,  where  she  was  protected 
from  further  molestation  by  a  heavy  fire  from  the  batteries, 
CaptainTrollope  then  ran  in  shore  of  the  nine  brigs  at  anchor, 
and  in  the  most  gallant  manner  boarded  and  carried  the 
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centre  one,  and  taking  her  in  tow,  stood  out  with  his  prize 
in  face  oi  a  heavy  fire  from  the  remaining  eight  brii^s,  as 
well  as  from  the  batteries.  The  Rosario,  thus  spiritedly- 
supported,  now  ran  alongside  the  brig  she  had  dismasted 
in  the  inoming»  wliich  was  found  to  have  been  abandoned 
by  her  crew ;  and  the  two  British  brigs  made  sail  with 
their  prizes,  leaving  the  seven  remaining  brigs  of  the  enemy 
to  enter  Dieppe.  The  only  casualty  on  bcMird  die  Bosario 
in  this  most  dashing  performance  was  one  midshipman, 
Mr.  Jonathan  W.  Dyer,  and  four  men  wounded.  Captain 
Han^ey  was  most  deservedly  rewarded  by  his  promotion, 
and  Mr.  Dyer  was  made  a  lieutenant. 

On  the  29th  of  April,  the  boats  of  the  74-gun  ship  Le- 
mthan.  Captain  Patrick  Campbell^  under  the  orders  of 
lieutenant  Alexander  Dobbs^  boarded  and  csarried  a  French 
privateer  brig,  of  14  guns  and  80  men,  lying  in  the  port 
of  Agaye.  The  brig,  being  aground,  could  not  be  got  off, 
but  the  boats  succeeded  in  capturing  and  bringing  out  four 
merchant  vessels ;  in  performing  which  service,  tvvo  men 
were  killed  and  four  wounded  bv  the  fire  from  the  shore. 

On  the  3rd  of  May»  Captain  Alexander  Cunningham,  in 
the  10- gun  brig  Bermuda,  having  been  informed  that  the 
16-gan  brig  Skylark,  Captain  James  Boxer,  and  14-gttn 
brig  Apelles,  Captain  Frederick  Hoffman,  were  on  shore  near 
Boulogne,  weighed  from  off  Dungeness,  in  company  with 

the  Rinaldo,  Captain  Sir  William  G.  Parker,  and  stood 
over  for  the  French  coast.  On  the  4th,  at  day-break,  the 
Apelles  (whicii  in  the  meanwhile  had  been  captured  by  the 
French  and  got  afloat)  was  seen  running  along  the  land, 
under  jury-masts,  and  at  9h.  a.m.  the  British  vessels  dro^e 
her  on  shore  under  a  battery  ;  but  the  Calling  tide  obliged 
them  to  stand  off  again.  At  2h.  dOm.  f.m«  the  18-gnn 
brig  Gastilian,  Captain  David  Braimer,  and  14-gun  schooner 
Phipps,  Captain  Thomas  Wells,  having  joined,  the  Ber- 
muda, iolluwed  in  line  of  battle  by  the  other  vessels,  stood 
close  in  under  the  battery,  and,  in  succession,  hred  their 
broadsides  into  the  Apelles.  The  boats  of  the  squadron, 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Thomas  Saunders,  of  the 
Bermuda,  then  pushed  for  and  boarded  the  Apelles ;  and, 
although  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  of  grape  and  musketry  from 
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the  shore,  the  hri^  was  got  afloat  and  brought  off.  Not- 
withstanding the  incessant  fire  kept  up  from  the  shore,  not  a 
man  on  board  any  of  the  British  vessels  was  luirt.  The 
officers  and  crew  of  the  Skylark,  after  destroying  their  ves- 
sel by  fire,  arrived  in  safety  on  board  the  aquadron.  Cap- 
tain Cunningham  was  promoted  to  post  rank  for  the  zeal 
and  gallantry  displayed  by  him  on  this  oocaaion* 

On  the  9tii  of  May,  the  74-gun  ships  LeviaAan  and 
America,  Captains  Josias  Rowley  and  Patrick  CampbeU, 
and  18-gun  brig  Eclair,  Captain  John  Bellamy,  fell  in  with 
a  French  convoy  of  18  sail,  wiiicii  took  shelter  under  the 
town  and  batteries  of  Languelia.  In  order  to  get  posses- 
sion of  the  batteries,  the  marines  of  both  ships,  250  in  niun- 
ber,  were  landed,  under  the  orders  of  Captains  of  marines 
Henry  Rea  (America),  and  John  Owen  (Leviadian}*  and 
lieutenants  John  Neame,  William  B.  Cock»  Pkul  K.  Garden, 
and  John  O.  Hill.  In  endeavouring  to  effect  a  landing  the 
yawl  of  the  America  Wcis  sunk,  and  ten  marines  and  one 
seaman  unfortunately  drowned.  The  remainder  having 
huided,  a  division  under  Captain  Owen  was  ordered  to  ad- 
vance upon  a  5 -gun  battery  to  the  eastward,  which  he  most 
judiciously  and  gallantly  attacked  and  carried,  the  French 
officer  in  command  of  it  falling  in  its  defence.  In  the  mean- 
time the  main  body  pushed  forward  and  captured  a  battery 
adjoining  the  town  of  Languelia,  which  was  protected  1^ 
a  body  of  infantry,  posted  in  an  adjoining  wood  and  se- 
veral contiguous  buildings. 

The  Eclair,  havinsr  swept  in  close  to  the  beach,  now 
opened  her  fire,  and  in  a  short  time  dislodged  the  enemy 
from  the  houses  skirting  the  shore  ;  after  which  the  boats  of 
the  squadron,  in  which  were  Lieutenants  William  Richard- 
son, Bouchier  M olesworth,  and  Robert  Moodie,  of  the  Ame- 
rica, and  Alexander  Dobbs  and  Richard  Hambly,  ot  tlie 
Leviathan,  together  with  Mr.  John  Harvey,  master's  mate, 
and  several  midshipmen,  not  named  in  the  chspatch,  then 
proceeded  to  bring-^out  the  vessels.  Not  without  great  ex- 
ertions, 16  laden  vessels  were  brought  out,  and  two,  being 
much  damaged  by  shot,  were  destroyed.  The  marines  re- 
embarked  in  Tperkct  order,  under  cover  of  the  Eclair's  fire ; 
bttty  in  performing  this  gallant  service,  one  serjeant^  and 
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three  privates,  and  one  seaman  were  killed ;  and  18  marines 

and  two  seamen  wounded.  Total;  killed  and  di  owned  16, 
wounded  20. 

Another  convoy,  of  eighteen  vessels,  having  assembled 
at  Languelia  and  Alassio,  the  Leviathan,  38*gun  frigate 
Imp^euse,  Captain  the  Honourable  Henry  Duncan,  and 
36-gim  frigate  Cura9oa,  Captain  John  Tower,  together 
"with  the  brig  Eclair,  disembarked  their  marines,  under  Cap« 
tain  John  Owen,  between  the  two  towns.  The  marines 
were  scarcely  formed  on  the  beach  when  they  were  at- 
tacked by  treble  their  number ;  but  nothing  could  withstand 
the  bravery  of  the  officers  and  men,  who  charged  the  enemy 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and  ultimately  drove  them  from 
the  two  batteries  into  the  town,  killing  many  and  making 
14  prisoners.  After  spiking  nine  guns  and  a  mortar  and 
destroying  their  carriages, the  marines  re-embarked ;  but,  as 
the  French  troops  could  not  be  dislodged  from  the  houses, 
it  was  judged  imprudent  to  attempt  to  bring  out  the  vessels, 
as  it  must  have  been  attended  with  a  heavy  loss.  One 
seaman  and  three  marines  were  killed;  and  Lieutenant 
William  Walpole,  one  seaman,  and  nine  marines  wounded. 

On  the  14th  of  May,  the  32-gun  frigate  Thames,  Cap- 
tain Charles  Napier,  accompanied  by  the  18-gun  brig  Pilot, 
Captain  John  Toup  Nicolas,  attacked  the  port  of  Sapri, 
which  was  defended  hy  a  strong  battery,  and  a  tower, 
mounting  two  32-potinders,  and  garrisoned  with  an  officer 
and  38  men.  After  battering  the  fort  for  two  hours,  within 
pistol-shot,  the  garrison  surrendered  at  discretion.  Twenty- 
eight  vessels,  some  of  which  were  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from 
the  shore,  were  launched,  and  the  battery  blown  up  before 
sunset.  Mr«  Roger  Langlands,  master  of  the  Pilot,  on 
this  as  on  many  previous  occasions  while  serving  in  this  brig, 
greatly  distinguished  himself:  he  directed  the  small-arm 
men ;  and  for  his  skill  and  gallantry  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  Heutenant  a  few  months  afterwards. 

On  the  22nd  of  May,  the  British  74-gun  ship  Northum- 
berland, Captain  the  Honourable  Henr}^  Hotham,  and  gun- 
hng  Growler,  Lieutenant  John  Week«,  having  been  dis- 
patched by  Hear- Admiral  Sir  Harry  B.  Neale,  to  cruize  off 
Lorient  in  search  of  the  French  40-gun  frigates  Arienne 
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and  Andromaque,  and  16-gun  brig  Mamelouck,  which  had 
.  committed  great  depredations  upon  English  merchant 
jvessds,  succeeded  in  gaining  sight  of  them  off  the  Ide  of 
Groix.   After  a  long  and  most  gallantly  conducted  chase 

on  the  part  of  the  British  vessels,  and  a  runnini;^  fight,  the 
French  ships  (in  u  great  meas?ure  by  the  skilful  pilotage  of 
the  Northumberland's  master,  Mr.  Hugh  Stewart)  were 
drive  11  on  shore  upon  a  ridge  of  rocks  inside  the  Graul,  and 
although  protected  by  the  guns  of  a  powerful  battery,  they 
were  all  eflfectually  destroyed  by  the  fire  of  the  Northum- 
berland and  Growler.  The  loss  on  board  the  British  74, 
occasioned  in  part  by  the  fire  of  the  batteries  along  the 
coast,  during  this  chase,  amounted  to  five  men  killed ;  and 
Lieutenant  William  Fletcher,  22  seamen,  and  five  marines 
wounded,  four  of  whom  dangerous}}',  and  ten  severely. 
The  Growler,  though  very  o^allantly  engaged,  sustained  no 
loss.  The  commander  of  the  Growler,  and  Lieutenant 
John  Banks  (first),  of  the  Northumberland,  were  very  de- 
servedly promoted. 

On  the  28th  of  May,  at  7h.  dOm.  a.m.,  the  British  38- 
gim  firigate  Menelaus,  Captain  Sir  Peter  F^ker,  Bart., 
being  off  Cape  Sicie,  got  sight  of  a  frigate  and  a  brig  in 
Hyere's  Bay,  endeavouring,  with  the  wind  at  east-south- 
east, to  enter  ruulon  by  the  Petite- Passe.  All  sail  was 
instantly  made  upon  the  iVlciielaus  to  cut  tliem  off,  when 
the  enemy's  ships,  which  were  the  40-gun  i^igate  Pauline 
and  16-gun  brig  Ecuriel,  shortened  sail  to  topsails,  and 
hauled  upon  a  wind  to  await  the  protection  of  the  French 
fleet,  of  eleven  sail  of  the  line  and  six  frigates,  which  had 
just  weighed  from  the  road.  As  soon  as  these  were 
sufiiciently  advanced,  the  friu-itc  and  brig  bore  up  for 
Toulon.  The  Menehms,  altliouarh  the  British  squadron 
under  Rear-Admiral  Halloweli  was  hull  down  to  l  cward, 
continued  the  chase,  and  at  9h.  30m.,  when  close  under 
Pointe  Ecampebarion,  opened  fire  within  musket-shot  on 
the  frigate  and  brig.  At  lOh.  a  shot  firom  a  battery  cut 
the  fore-topmast  of  the  Meneiaus  almost  in  two,  and 
obliged  her  to  wear  and  stand  out  to  sea. 

On  the  4th  of  June,  the  boats  of  the  32-g\m  frigate 
Medusa,  Captain  the  Huuuuiable  Duncan  F.  Bouvene, 
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under  the  orders  of  Lieutenant  Josiah  Thompson,  were  sent 
to  cut  out  the  French  store  ship  Dorade,  of  14-guns  and 
86  men»  lying  in  the  harbour  of  Arcasson.  Although  the 
French  crew  was  fully  prepared,  the  ship  was  boarded  and 
carried  after  a  desperate  resistance,  in  which  23  of  her  crew 
were  either  killed  or  ^vounded.  In  endeavouring  to  bring 
out  the  prize,  slie  grounded  on  a  sand-bank,  and  it  being 
ftinud  necessary  to  destroy  her,  she  was  set  on  fire  and 
sliortly  afterwards  blew  up.  Five  men  of  the  British  party 
were  wounded. 

On  the  19th  of  June,  Captain  Jolm  Ross,  in  the  10-gun 
brig  Briseisy  having  been  dispatched  to  communicate  with 
the  British  merchant  ship  Urania,  lying  in  Pillau  Roads, 
finding  her  in  possession  of  a  party  of  French  troops,  dis- 
patched the  pinnace,  under  Lieutenant  Thomas  Jones  (*), 
with  Mr.  William  Pahner,  midshipman,  and  18  men,  to 
bring  her  out.  In  the  face  of  a  smart  fire  from  great  guns 
and  musketry,  the  Urania  was  gallantly  boarded  and 
carried;  but  in  the  execution  of  this  service  the  British  had 
one  seaman  killed,  and  Mr.  Palmer  and  one  seaman  sUghtly 
wounded. 

The  American  Congress  having  at  length  decided  on 

open  hostilities  against  the  British,  on  the  ISth  of  June 
issued  their  declaration  accordingly  ;  and  on  the  2L<t  Com- 
modore Rogers,  who  wns  lying  at  New  York  with  the 
f?4-poimdcr  44-guu  frigates  President  and  Uuitod-Rtates 

(the  latter  commanded  by  Commodore  Stephen  Decatur), 
18-pounder  3  6 -gun  frigate  Congress,  18-gun  corvette 
Hornet,  and  16-gun  brig  Argus,  received  orders  to  sail. 
The  first  object  of  the  American  commodore  was  to  get 
possession  of  the  homeward-bound  West  India  fleet,  which 
had  sailed  under  convoy  of  the  3 6 -gun  frigate  Thalia  and 
18-gun  brig  Reindeer,  Captains  James  G.  Vashon  and 
William  Manners.  Having  heard  at  3h.  a.m.  of  the  23rd 
that  this  fleet  had  been  seen  steering  to  the  eastward,  the 
commodore  directed  his  course  accordingly,  and  would  in  all 
probability  have  succeeded  in  effecting  lus  design,  had  he  not 
at6h.  A.M.,unfortunately  for  himself,  gained  sight,  whenabout 
35  miles  south-west  of  Nantucket  Shoal^  of  the  British  18- 
pounder  36-gun  frigate  Belvidera,  Captain  Richard  Byron, 
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at  this  time  standing  towards  the  American  squadron.  At 
6h.  30m.,  the  Belvidera  havin^r  arrived  within  six  miles  of 
the  squadron,  its  real  character  was  discovered;  and 
although  Captain  Byron  had  not  received  any  direct  inti- 
mation of  the  war,  he  was  sufficiently  aware  of  the  feeling 
existing  to  deter  him  from  seekiiig  a  closer  contact. 

At  tihis  time  Commodore  Rogers  dissipated  any  doubt 
which  might  have  existed  in  Captain  Byron's  mind  as  to 
the  warlike  intentions  of  the  American  squadron,  by  haul- 
ing up  on  the  starboard  tack  in  chase.  The  wind  was 
moderate  from  west- north-west,  and  the  President,  the 
leading  ship  of  the  squadron,  bore  from  the  Belvidera,  about 
south- west-by- west,  when  the  latter  set  her  larboard  stud- 
ding-sails, and  bore  up  north-east-by*east.  At  llh.  the 
wind  fell  lighter,  and  drew  more  from  the  westward,  and 
at  llh.  30m.  the  Belvidera  hoisted  her  colours,  as  did  also 
the  Americans,  and  the  two  commodores  their  broad 
pendants.  Captain  Byron  was  now  assured  that  he  was 
pursued  by  the  squadron  with  no  friendly  motive,  and  ac- 
cordingly made  e\  ery  preparation  for  action.  Two  of  the 
main-dcck  guns  were  got  aft  to  the  stern  ports  formed  by 
cutting  down  the  cabin  windows,  and  two  carronades  on 
the  quarter-deck  also  were  pointed  through  the  chase  ports 
abaft.  The  Americans,  but  particularly  the  President,  con- 
tinued to  gain  in  the  chase,  and  the  wind  having  drawn 
more  from  the  southward,  the  ships  were  all  nearly  befine 
it  steering  north-east. 

At  4li.  20m.  P.M.  the  President,  l)ein[^  not  more  than 
600  yards  astern,  or  riithcr  on  the  larboard  quarter  of  the 
Belvidera,  commenced  hring  licr  bow  guns,  the  first  three 
shot  taking  effect  in  the  Belvidera's  rudder  coat  and  counter. 
The  fourth  shot  struck  the  muzzle  of  the  larboard  chase 
gun  on  the  main-deck,  and,  breaking  into  several  pieces, 
killed  one  man,  mortally  wounded  another,  severely  wounded 
two,  and  s%htly  wounded  lieutenant  V^lliam  Henry 
Bruce,  and  two  men  standing  beside  him  in  the  act  of 
poiiitinc^  the  gun.  At  4h.  25m.  the  Belvidera  opened  fire 
upon  tlie  President,  and  shortly  afterwards  one  of  the 
President'^  i!4-|iounders  burst,  killing  and  wounding  16 
persons,  including  Commodore  Kogers,  and  the  main  and 


Digitized  by  Google 


1812.] 


THE  BRITISH  NATT. 


403 


forecastle  decks  were  so  much  injured  by  the  explosion, 
that  it  was  found,  acCM>rding  to  their  own  accounts,  impos- 
sible to  use  them  again.  For  ten  minutes  the  firing  of  the 
President  was  suspended ;  but  instead  of  continuing  under 

all  sail  steering  a  steady  course,  which  in  less  than  half  an 
huur  must  have  brought  her  close  alongside  the  13elvidera, 
Commodoi  L'  Rogers  ordered  the  helm  to  be  put  a- starboard, 
and  roiiiidiii^  to,  the  President  hred  a  broadside,  and  conse- 
quently lo>t  nearly  half  a  mile  in  the  pursuit  before  her 
head  could  again  be  got  in  the  former  direction. 

The  broadside  did  considerable  injury  to  the  sails  and 
rigging  of  the  Bdvidera,  but  scarcely  touched  her  hull ; 
and  Hie  most  serious  difficulty  she  had  now  to  experience 
was  the  breaking  ut  the  breeching  bolts,  and  hooks  of  her 
chase  guns,  by  a  blow  from  one  of  which  Captain  B\  roii 
received  a  severe  contusion  on  the  leg.  The  alacrity  of  the 
British  crew,  however,  remedied  these  disasters  as  fast  as 
they  occurred,  and  the  firing  was  continued  with  great 
spirit  and  accurate  aim.  Captain  Byron  and  his  first  lieu- 
tenants John  Sykes,  directing  the  quarter-deck  carronades, 
and  lieutenants  Bruce  and  George  Price  CampbeQ  the 
main-deck  guns.  At  5h.  the  Fk^sident  was  again  advancing 
steadily,  and  w  ith  the  same  prospect  of  getting  alongside 
the  British  frigate ;  but  the  commodore,  apparently  not 
over  anxious  for  such  a  consummation,  a  second  time 
yielded  up  the  prospect,  and  rounding  to,  fired  another 
broadside.  The  damages  occasioned  by  this  broadside 
were  speedily  repaired  by  the  seamen  under  the  orders  of 
the  master,  Mr.  James  Kerr,  and  the  chase  was  continued 
as  before. 

At  6h.  20m.,  the  President's  sailing  being  of  a  very 
superior  order,  had  a  third  time  bru Light  her  under  the 
stem  of  the  Belvidera,  when  she  again  yawed,  and  dis- 
charged two  broadsides  :  after  receiving  which,  the  Belvidera 
also  put  her  helm  down,  but  without  being  able  to  fire  her 
broadside  with  eficct.  As  it  was  evident  that  the  President 
was  still  able  to  run  alongside  the  Belvidera  at  ple»aure» 
Captain  Byron  determined  to  try  to  improve  the  sailing  of 
his  ship  (which  it  appears  had  not  before  been  thought  of) 
by  cutting  away  aU  her  anchors  except  her  best  bower ;  but 
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it  is  very  doubtful  if  this  would  have  succeeded,  had  not 

the  President,  with  a  shyness  which  must  have  been  evident 
to  fill  her  consorts,  waived  her  advantages,  by  yawing  about 
instead  of  keeping  a  steady  course. 

At  6h.  30m.  the  Congress,  bemg  abreast  of  the  President, 
commenced  firing;  but  her  shot  falling  short*  she  very  soon 
discontinued  it ;  and  to  rid  herself  of  this  second  adversaxy, 
the  Belvidera's  yawl,  barge,  gig,  and  jolly-boat,  were 
thrown  overboard  or  cut  away,  and  14  tons  of  water  started. 
The  effect  of  this  was  soon  evident,  and  at  8h.  p.m.  tiie 
pursuiii^'  frigates  1i;k1  dropped  two  miles,  ;ind  at  lili.  25m. 
the  President,  thru  three  miles  astern  of  her  chase,  hove  to 
to  rtjoii)  lier  consoits.* 

Having  already  mentioned  the  force  of  the  American 
frigates,t  it  remains  only  to  state  that  the  grand  aim  of 
Commodore  Rogers  was  destroyed  by  this  bis  unfortunate 
chase,  that  his  cruise  was  almost  barren,  and  that  the 
West  India  convoy  reached  England  six  days  after  die 
American  squadron  had  returned  to  New  York.  In  addition 
to  the  loss  already  mentioned,  the  Belvidera,  out  of  a  crew 
of  230  men,  had  17  siiL^  htly  wounded,  making  her  total 
loss  two  killed  and  22  wounded.  The  American  official 
account  makes  the  President's  loss  amoimt  to  two  midship** 
men  and  one  marine  killed ;  the  commodore,  one  lieutenant, 
one  lieutenant  of  marines,  diree  midshipmen,  and  12  sea« 
men  wounded.  The  President's  damages  were  so  extensive, 
that  it  took  a  day  to  repair  them.  The  Belvidera  reached 
Halifax  uii  the  27th  of  July,  carrying  news  eqiuvalent  to 
the  formal  announcement  of  a  declaration  of  war. 

On  the  6th  of  July,  in  the  evening,  as  the  G4-gim 
ship  Dictator,  Captain  James  P.  Stewart,  18-gun  brig 
I  Calypj^o  and  14-gun  brig  Podargus,  Captains  Henry  Weir 
I  and  William  Ro^lUard,  together  with  tlie  gun-brig  Flamer, 
I  Lieutenant  Thomas  England,  were  off  Mapdoe  on  die  coast 
I   

*  A  very  clever  picture,  miefleDfuig  the  Belvidera  and  the  Americia 
1  squadron,  has  very  recently  been  painted  by      I.  Huggins,  Esq.,  and 

I  is,  we  believe,  at  this  time  In  possession  of  Mesaieiira  Stilwell,  navy 

agents. 

t  See  page  371. 
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of  Norway,  the  masts'  beads  of  several  vessels  were  observed 
over  the  rocks,  and  which  proved  to  be  those  of  a  Danish 
squadron,  consisting  of  the  24-pounder  40-gun  frii^rate 
Nayaden,  and  18-gun  brigs  Laaland,  Samsoe,  and  Kiel, 
aad  a  large  number  of  gun-boats.  Captain  Kobilliard 
baying  volunteered  to  lead  the  firitish  ships  to  the  attack 
of  the  enemy.  Captain  Stewart  consented  to  make  the 
attempt ;  the  Podargus,  however,  took  the  ground  as  she 
entered  flie  passage.  Leaving  the  Flamer  to  attend  the 
Podargiis,  Captain  Stewart  jjiuceeded  with  the  Dictatur  and 
Calypso,  and  at  7h.  30m,  p.m.  arrived  within  a  mile  of  the 
Danish  squadron,  then  running  under  a  press  of  sail  inside 
the  rocks,  and  shortly  afterwards  commenced  the  engage- 
ment.  The  Calypso,  having  also  touched  the  ground,  vras 
now  astern  of  the  Dictator ;  but  the  two  ships,  at  9h  dOm., 
after  having  sailed  twelve  miles  through  a  passage,  in  some 
places  scarcely  wide  enough  to  allow  room  for  the  Dictator's 
studding-sail  booms.  Captain  Stewart  ran  his  ship  aground 
within  hail,  but  with  her  broadside  bearing  upon  the  four 
ships  of  the  enemv,  which  had  anchored  close  toirether  in 
the  small  creek  of  Lyngoe.  The  Calypso  closely  followed 
the  Dictator,  and  both  opened  such  a  well-directed  fire* 
that  the  frigate  (described  as  having  been  **  battered  to 
atoms'*)  and  brigs  were  compelled  to  haul  down  their 
colours,  but  the  gun-boats  escaped. 

Meanwhile  the  Podargus  and  Flamer,  having  both 
grouiiduti,  were  engaged  \\  itii  the  batteries  auJ  another 
division  of  Danish  gun -bo;  its ;  but  at  length,  after  very 
great  exertions,  were  got  atioat,  though  much  cut  up. 

At  tih.  A.M.  on  the  7th,  the  Dictator,  Calypso,  and  the 
two  prize  brigs,  in  charge  of  Lieutenants  James  Wilkie 
and  Benjamin  Hooper,  in  attempting  to  get  throi^h  the 
passages,  were  attacked  by  a  division  gun-boats  stationed 
behind  the  rocks  in  such  a  manner  that  not  a  gun  could  be 
brought  to  ])eiir  on  them.  Both  prize  brigs  grounded,  and 
were  abandoned. 

The  Dictator  had  five  men  killed ;  Mr.  John  S.  Hooper, 
midshipman,  Mr.  Thomas  Farmer,  clerk,  and  22  men 
wounded:  Podargus,  Mr.  George  Grarratt,  purser,  Mr. 
Thomas  RobiUiard,  midshipman,  and  seven  men  wounded : 
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Calypso,  three  men  killed,  one  wounded,  and  two  nuBsing ; 

Flamer,  one  killed,  and  Mr.  James  Powell,  midshipman, 
wuuiided  :  making  a  total  of  nine  killed  and  3,')  wounded. 
The  loss  of  the  Dnnrs  is  stated  to  have  been  30U  kilk  cl  and 
wounded.  Captanis  Weir  and  Robilliard  were  promoted, 
and  Lieutenant  William  Buchanan,  first  of  the  Dictator* 
was  made  a  commander. 

On  the  16th  of  July,  Captain  Timothy  Clinch,  of  the  18- 
gun  corvette  Osprey,  cruizing  in  company  wilb  the  10-gun 
brigs  Britomart  and  Leveret,  Captains  William  B.  Hunt 
and  George  Willes,  sent  three  boats,  under  the  orders  of 
Lieutenants  William  H.  Dixon,  William  Malone  and 
Francis  D.  Romney,  in  cha^e  of  a  privateer  lugger  olF  Heli- 
goland, which  tliey  succeeded  in  boarding  and  in  gaining 
possession  of,  after  a  very  determined  resistance.  The 
prize  proved  to  be  the  Eole,  of  jDunkerque,  pierced  for 
14  guns,  but  having  only  mx  mounted.  The  British  had 
two  seamen  killed,  and  Lieutenant  Dizon  and  11  men 
wounded. 

On  the  21st  of  July  the  British  10-gua  schooner  Sea- 
lark,  Lieutenant  Thomas  Warrnnd,  commander,  chased 
a  French  luuuer  ulF  the  Start  Point,  which  proved  to  be  the 
Ville-de-Gaeu  privateer,  of  St.  Maloes,  of  16  long  6-poun« 
ders  and  75  men.  The  Sealark  ran  the  lugger  on  board 
between  her  fore  and  main  masts,  and  a  furious  engagement 
commenced,  which  continued  one  hour  and  a  hatf,  during 
which  the  privateer  was  set  on  fire  by  some  grenades  un* 
skilfully  thrown  by  her  own  crew.  Observing  their  con- 
fusion, Mr.  James  Beaver,  acting  master  of  the  Sealark,  at 
the  head  of  a  few  men,  boarded  and  carried  the  liiLcger 
without  further  opposition.  The  Sealark,  in  her  severe 
action,  out  of  a  crew  of  60  men  and  boys,  had  her  captain's 
derk,  John  Furnel,  five  seamen,  and  one  marine  killed ;  and 
her  commander,  Mr.  Alexander  Gunn,  midshipman,  17 
seamen,  and  three  marines  wounded.  The  Ville-de-Caen, 
lost  her  captain  and  14  men,  and  had  16  men  wounded. 
Lieutenant  Warrand  was  most  deservedly  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  commander. 

On  the  1st  of  August,  the  38-gun  frigate  Horatio, 
Captain  Lord  George  Stuart,  when  cruizing  off  the  coast 
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of  Norway,  detached  four  boats,  coutainini^  about  80  men, 

under  the  ordens  of  Lieuteiiaiits  Abraham,  M.  Hawkins, 
Thomas  J*  P.  Masters,  Lieutenant  of  Marines  George 
Syder,  and  Mr.  James  Christy,  master's  mate,  to  attack  an 
amed  cutter  anchored  among  the  rocks,  but  which  subse- 
quently entered  a  creek,  and  was  at  the  distance  of  more 
than  30  miles  from  the  sea.  On  the  2nd,  at  8h.  a.m.,  the 
vessel,  which  mounted  four  long  6-pounders,  and  had  on 
board  a  crew  of  22  men,  w?is  obsen-cd  in  company  with  a 

Danish  schooner,  of  six  6-pounders  and  30  men,  together 
with  an  American  ship  of  400  tons,  their  prize.  These 
three  vessels  were  moored  with  springs  on  their  cables,  and 
as  the  boats  advanced,  opened  a  very  galling  fire ;  notwith- 
standing which,  however,  they  were  gallantly  boarded  and 
carried  nftcr  an  obstiiiatc  and  buiii^uinary  resistance.  I'liu 
British  lobS  amounted  to  Lieutenant  Syder,  seven  seamen, 
and  one  marine  killed ;  and  Lieutenants  Hawkins  and 
Masters,  Mr.  James  Larans,  assistant  surgeon  (mortally), 
the  boatswain,  Mr.  William  Hughes,  Mr.  Thomas  Fowler, 
midshipman  (severely),  nine  seamen,  and  two  marines 
wounded.  Total:  nine  killed  and  16  wounded.  The 
Danes  had  10  kiDed  and  1 3  wounded.  Lieutenant  Hawkins, 

for  his  coudiict  oii  tliib  occasion,  was  made  a  commander 
in  the  ensuine:  December. 

On  the  10th  of  Aujrust,  the  British  20-gun  ship  Min- 
strel and  18-2:un  brig  Phdomel,  Captains  John  S.  Peyton 
and  Charles  iShaw,  being  oif  the  Island  of  Alicant,  three 
small  French  privateers  were  observed  in  the  port  of  Bien- 
dom,  under  tiie  protection  of  a  castle,  on  which  were 
mounted  24  heavy  ^uns.  As  a  further  security,  two  of  the 
vessels  were  hauled  on  shore,  and  six  of  their  guns  landed 
to  form  a  battery,  which  was  manned  by  their  crews,  con- 
sisting of  80  men,  chiefly  Genoese.  The  position  of  the 
privateers  was  so  strong,  that  an  attack  was  deemed  unad- 
visable ;  but  to  prevent  their  escape,  a  boat  was  sent  at  night 
from  one  or  other  of  the  vessels  to  row  guard«  On  the 
12th,  the  Mlnstrcrs  boat,  containing  seven  men,  in  com- 
mand of  Mr.  Michael  Dwyer,  was  sent  away  on  this  ser- 
vice ;  and  this  young  officer,  having  previously  been  in- 
formed by  some  Spaniards  diat  the  French  troops  had 
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quitted  the  town,  and  that  only  30  men  were  in  the  bat* 
terjr  and  20  in  the  castle*  determined  to  make  an  attempt 
upon  the  battery  with  his  boat's  crew. 

At  9h.  30m.  p.m.  Mr.  Dwyer,  at  t^e  head  of  his  daring 

band,  landed  about  three  miles  to  the  westward  of  the 
town,  but  were  almost  immediately  afterwards  challenged 
hv  a  French  sentinel,  to  whom  Mr.  Dwyer  replied,  in  Spa- 
nish, that  they  were  peasants,  and  they  were  suffered  to 
proceed  undisturbed.  These  eight  men  advanced  upon 
the  battery,  which  they  attacked  without  hesitation  ;  and, 
after  a  smart  struggle,  tiie  garrison,  consisting  of  80  instead 
of  20  Genoese,  abandoned  the  pboe,  Mr.  Dwyer  had  not 
been  long  in  possession  of  this  post,  however,  before  it  was 
surrounded  by  200  French  soldiers,  and  that  wliich  lie  had 
so  nobly  gained  he  as  desperately  disputed.  It  \^  ;is  not 
until  one  of  his  men  was  lulled,  himself  shot  through  the 
shoulder,  a  seamen  wounded  in  the  eye,*  aud  all  their  am* 
munition  was  expended,  that  his  opposition  ceased;  upon 
which  the  soldiers  rushed  upon  their  enemies  with  their 
bayonets.  Mr.  Dwyer,  weak  from  loss  of  blood,  was  unable 
to  ofibr  any  ^ectual  resistance,  and  in  a  short  time  fdl, 
after  receiving  1 7  bayonet  wounds.  Every  man  of  his  party, 
with  the  exception  of  one,  was  severely  wounded,  and  the 
French  regained  possession  of  the  battery.  The  admiriition 
of  Captain  Foubert  aud  liis  troops  at  the  invincible  courage 
displayed  by  Mr.  Dwyer  and  his  boat's  crew  was  unbound- 
ed ;  and  when  the  prisoners,  in  their  wounded  state,  were 
conveyed  to  head-quarters,  General  Goudin  participated 
strongly  in  Captain  Fouberf  a  feeling.  Captain  Peyton  was 
invit^  on  shore  to  diuner,  and  after  receiving  the  congra^ 
tulations  of  the  French  upon  the  bravery  of  the  young  offi- 
cer, lately  under  his  comnuuid,  Mr.  Dwyer  was  released  with 
his  followers.  For  his  gallantry  on  a  pre\io!is  occasion, 
Mr.  Dwyer  was  at  this  period  a  lieutenant,  which  rank  we 
are  sorry  to  perceive  he  still  holds. 

*  This  gallant  fellow  (wlioso  name  wo  rojrret  being  unable  to  re- 
cord), as  soon  as  the  ^fupefaction  causecl  by  the  woiinr!  h.ul  in  a  mea- 
sufp  subsided,  deliberately  took  his  haudkerchief  from  Ins  neck,  and, 
biiidiiig  It  round  his  head,  said,  **  Though  I  have  lost  one  eye,  I  have 
one  left,  aud  I  will  tight  till  Hose  that  too/' 
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On  the  13tli  of  Au2;ust,  the  British  16-gun  ship  sloop 
Alert  (formerly  holding  the  rank  of  a  Newcastle  collier)^ 
Captain  Thomas  L.  P.  Laugharne,  while  oS  the  coast  of 
North  America,  fell  in  with  the  United  States  frii^  ite  Es- 
sex (mounting  46  guns),  Captain  David  Porter,  and,  pro- 
bably mistaking  the  frigate's  character,  bore  down,  and 
opened  lier  puuy  fire.  This  the  Essex  returned,  and  in  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  the  Alert,  ha^dng  seven  feet  water  in 
her  hold  and  three  of  her  men  wounded,  hauled  down  lier 
colours.  The  master  (Johanson  Clering)  and  purser  (Wil- 
liam Haggerty)  were  the  only  officers  who  stood  by  their 
captain;  the  remainder  and  the  crew  were  either  dis- 
missed the  service  or  severely  reprimanded  by  the  court- 
martial  subsequently  held  at  Halifax  upon  Captain  Laug- 
harne and  his  othcers ;  but  those  above  named  received,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  miiiked  approbation  of  the  court. 

On  the  19th  of  August,  at  ^h.  a.m.,  the  British  18- 
pounder  38-gun  frigate  Guerriere,  Captain  James  R.  Da- 
cres,  being  in  latitude  40°  20'  north,  longitude  55**  west, 
standing  on  a  wind  on  the  starboard  tack,  under  easy  sail, 
with  a  fresh  breeze  from  north-west,  on  her  way  to  Hali&x 
to  refit,  observed  a  large  ship  on  her  weather  beam.  This 
w^as  the  United  States  24-poundcr  44-gun  frigate  Consti- 
tution, Captain  Isaac  Hull,  which  had  a  few  days  before 
escaped  from  a  British  squadron  after  a  long  chase. 

For  many  years  previously  to  the  war,  the  Americans  had 
employed  every  artifice,  and  held  out  the  most  flattering 
prospects  to  British  seamen  to  induce  them  to  enter 
their  service.  In  this  they  had  but  too  well  succeeded; 
and  having  once  entrapped  them,  escape  was  little  short  of 
impracticable.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  most,  if 
not  all,  of  these  deluded  men,  who  afterwards  fought 
against  their  countrymen  and  former  shipmates,  were  dra\\Ti 
from  their  country's  service  before  the  war  commenced  ; 
and  it  must  also  be  mentioned,  that  when  the  war  really 
did  commence,  the  offers  of  reward  to  those  who  continued 
to  serve,  and  cruelties  practised  on  those  honourable 
enough  to  despise  them,  had  their  fiiU  weight  in  deterring 
many  from  quitting,  or  endeavouring  to  quit,  an  employ- 
ment so  traitorous. 
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In  addition  to  a  picked  crew,  composed  in  <;reat  part  of 
British  seamen,  the  American  slii})s  were  provided  with  a 
party  of  marines,  or  rather,  we  should  say,  of  skilful  rifle- 
men. 

The  only  departure  from  the  original  armament  of  the 
Constitution,  already  described,*  was  that  of  her  having  ex« 
changed  the  42-poimder  caxxonades  for  32-pounders.  The 
main-deck  of  this  ship  was  of  the  most  splendid  descrip* 

tion,  being  upwards  of  eight  feet  in  height,  which  allowed 
plenty  of  space  for  working  her  large  and  hea\y  guns, 
although  these  were  mounted  upon  very  lofty  and  rather 
cumbersome  can*iages.  The  lower  sills  of  her  ports  were 
ten  feet  from  the  water's  edge.  To  raise  a  comparison  be- 
tween such  a  ship,  manned  with  476  picked  seamen,  and 
excellent  rifle  marksmen  for  marines,  and  a  contracted 
French  frigate  like  the  Ghierri^,  mounting  only  the  usual 
armament  of  her  class,  namdy,  28  long  IS-pounders  m 
the  main-deck  (for  it  is  scarcely  fair  to  number  two 
guns  mounted  i]i  her  bridle  ports,  which  must  have  been 
worse  than  useless),  and  16  carronades  32-pounders  and 
t^vo  long  nines  on  the  quarter-deck  and  forecastle,  whose 
state  was  any  thing  but  that  of  sea-worthiness,  and  whose 
crew  had  dwindled  down  to  250  men  and  19  boys,  would 
be  ridiculous. 

At  3h.  dOm.  P.M.  each  ship  discovered  the  true  charac- 
ter of  the  other,  and,  at  4h.  SOm.,  the  Guerri^re,  having 

cleared  for  action,  backed  her  main-topsail  to  expedite 
the  meeting.  At  4h.  oOm.  the  Guerri^re,  having  hoisted 
an  Enghsh  ensign  at  the  peak,  another  at  the  mizen-top- 
gallant-mast  head,  and  a  uniou-jack  at  the  fore,  opened  her 
starboard  broadside  upon  the  Constitution ;  then  filling 
and  wearing  round,  she  fired  her  Inrboard  broadside ;  but 
the  shot  are  described  by  Captain  Hull  to  have  fedlen  short, 
which  would  say  very  little  in  fitvour  of  the  skill  of  the 
British  crew,  were  it  not  known  that  Hmr  powder  was  of 
very  inferior  tiuality.  At  5h.  5m.  the  Constitution,  with 
an  American  ensign  at  the  peak,  another  in  the  larboard 
mizen  shrouds,  and  a  third  at  the  fore,  having  arrived  upon 


^  See  page  371. 
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the  weather  beam  of  the  British  frigate,  opened  her  fire 
with  great  precision. 

To  prevent  being  raked,  the  Guerri^re  was  wore  round 
three  time?,  and  this  manoeuvring  having  lasted  till  5h« 
45m.»  the  Constitution  set  her  main^topgalknt-sail,  and  in 
a  few  minutes,  having  ranged  up  on  the  larboard  and  wea« 
ther  beam  of  her  antagonist,  brought  her  to  close  action, 
both  siiipb  itccring^  with,  the  wind,  on  the  larboard  quarter. 
At  6h.  5m.  the  Guerri^re's  mizen-mast  fell  over  the  lar- 
board quarter,  and  the  wreck,  by  draiTGring-  in  the  water, 
brought  the  ship  head  to  wind.  Throwing  ail  aback,  the 
Constitution  then  succeeded  in  gaining  a  position  on  the 
bow  of  the  British  ship,  within  reach  of  the  balls  of  the 
riflemen.  At  6h,  15m.  the  two  ships  fell  on  board  each 
other,  the  bowspirit  of  the  Guerri^re  becoming  entangled 
with  the  bturboard  raain-rigi^ing  of  the  Constitution,  An 
attempt  was  now  made  by  the  Americans  to  board,  when  a 
shot  from  a  British  marine  broue^ht  down  the  leader,  the 
first  lieutenant  of  marines  ;  her  first  lieutenant  was  also 
shot,  and  the  master  wounded  in  the  shoulder.  The  Ame- 
rican marines,  however,  were  not  idle.  From  the  tops 
they  fired  upon  the  Gnerridre's  officers  and  men  vrith 
deadly  aim.  Captain  Dacreswas  their  first  victim;  but, 
altiiough  painfuDy  wounded,  he  continued  to  animate  and 
cheer  his  men  to  renewed  exertions.  The  master,  Mr.  Ro- 
bert Scott,  was  tit  about  the  same  time  shot  through  the 

knee ;  and  Mr.  Samuel  Grrant,  master's  mate,  was  also 
severely  wounded. 

After  the  lapse  of  a  few  minutes  the  combatants  dropped 
dear  of  each  other,  and  the  Guerri^re  vfras  enabled  to  bring 
some  of  her  starix>ard  guns  to  bear  upon  the  American 
fidgate,  some  of  the  Mrads  from  which  occasioned  a  fire  on 
file  C<mstitati<m'8  main-deck.  In  faUing  astern  of  her  ad- 
versary, the  bowsprit  of  tlie  (xacrriere  came  in  contact  witli 
the  Constitution's  tallrail,  and  the  fore-mast  and  main- 
mast of  the  British  frigate  almost  immediately  afterwards  fell 
over  the  starboard  side.  Tlie  defence  was  still  protracted ; 
but,  rolling  heavily  in  her  utterly  defenceless  state,  little 
more  than  the  semblance  of  resistance  could  be  offered.  The 
Constitution,  vridi  every  stick  standing,  at  6h.  45m.  took 
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up  a  position  on  the  starboard  quarter  of  the  Guerriere,  in- 
tending to  renew  the  action,  and  Captain  Dacres  fiutling 
further  resistance  unavailing,  if  not  impracticable,  a  lee 
gun  was  fired,  and  the  union-jack  hauled  down  tirom  the 
stump  of  the  mizen-mast. 

Captain  Dacres  having,  as  soon  as  the  colours  were 
hoisted,  most  honourably  ordered  seven  Americans,  in- 
duded  in  the  251  men  of  his  complement,  to  go  below,  the 
Ouerri^  commenced  the  action  with  no  more  than  244 
men  and  19  boys;  and  of  these,  the  loss  amounted,  in 
killed,  to  Lieutenant  Henry  Ueady,  11  seanien,  and  three 
marines ;  and,  of  wounded,  she  had  Captain  Dacres,  se- 
verely, the  first  Heutenant  (Bartholomew  Kent),  slightly, 
Mr,  Scott,  the  master.  Messieurs  Samuel  Gh*ant  and  Wil- 
liam J.  Snow  (master's  mates),  and  James  Enslie  (mid- 
shipman), 43  seamen,  13  marines,  and  one  boy  wounded. 
Total :  15  killed  and  63  wounded ;  six  mortally,  39  se- 
verely, and  18  slip^htly.  The  Constitution's  loss  was 
stated  by  Captain  Hull  at  sevtu  kilkd  and  seven  wound- 
ed; but  one  of  the  Guerri^re's  officers  counted  thirteen 
wounded  men  on  board  her,  three  of  whom  died  after  un- 
dergoing amputation.  The  thick  sides  of  the  Constitu- 
tion wiU  afford  a  ready  reason  for  this  small  loss ;  while  the 
heavy  loss  and  damages  of  the  Ghieni^re  can  be  equally  well 
accounted  for  in  the  hea\y  armament  of  her  antagonist,  and 
by  the  description  of  missile  used  in  the  action,  comprising 
*'  langridge,"  **  dismantliiii:,  (h-  chain  shot."  The  rifle- 
men were  also  provided  with  ])uck-shot,  four  of  which  were 
used  instead  of  a  ball,  and,  tit  close  quarters,  with  destruc- 
tive effect.  Further  detail  is  unnecessary  ;  enough  has,  we 
think,  been  shewn  to  prove  that  the  Guerri^e  was  cap- 
tured by  a  ship  of  nearly  two-fold  greater  strength  and 
power  of  resistance,  and  that  Captain  Dacres,  his  surviving 
officers,  and  crew,  richly  merited  the  '*  honourable  acquit- 
tal'' and  gTatif}ang  encomiums  which  a  oourt-martial 
passed  upon  them. 

On  the  8th  of  September,  the  British  10-gun  schooner 
Laura  (10  carronades  ]  tt-|)()iinders  and  two  nines),  Lieu- 
tenant Charles  N.  Hunter,  commander,  being  off  the  Dela- 
ware, was  captured,  after  a  very  gaUant  action,  by  the 
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French  18-gun  privateer  brig  Diii^cute.  Lieutenant  Hun- 
ter, after  being  several  times  sliglitly  wounded,  received  a 
most  severe  wound  by  a  musket-bail,  which,  entering  near 
the  left  ear,  passed  obliqueh^  down  the  back,  and  made  its 
way  out.  From  excess  of  bleeding  he  fell  incapable  of 
further  efforts,  and  aU  the  other  officers  having  been  sent 
away  in  prizes,  the  Laura  was  boarded  and  carried.  Out 
of  a  crew  of  only  4 1 ,  the  British  schooner  had  1 5  men  killed 
and  severely  wounded ;  and  the  Diligente,  whose  crew 
consisted  of  97  men,  had  nine  killed  and  ten  badly  wounded. 
Captain  Grassin,  who  commanded  the  privateer,  conveyed 
his  prize  to  Philadelphia,  and  behaved  most  kindly  and 
honourably  to  Lieutenant  Hunter  and  his  crew.  Being 
subsequently  released.  Lieutenant  Hunter  was  tried  and 
most  honourably  acquitted  of  all  blame  for  the  loss  of  his 
vessel. 

On  the  ISth  of  October,  the  Ikilish  18-gun  brig  Frohc, 
Cajitaiii  Thomas  Whinyates,  after  having  been  live  years 
in  the  West  Indies,  from  which  she  had  sniled  on  the  12th 
of  the  preceding  month  with  a  convoy  for  England,  came  in 
sight  of  a  strange  sail  to  windward.  The  stranger  was  at 
fint  mistaken  for  one  of  the  convoy  which  had  separated 
from  the  Frolic  in  a  heavy  gale  of  wind ;  but  on  a  nearer 
approach  this  error  was  discovered,  and  the  strange  ship 
found  to  be  an  enemy.  Two  days  previously  the  Frolic 
had  sustained  considerable  tl  inage  in  the  very  heavy  gale, 
which  had  separated  her  Iruui  part  of  the  convoy.  During- 
the  gale  the  Frolic's  main-yard  was  carried  away  in  the 
slings,  her  main-topmast  badly  sprung  in  two  places,  and 
her  topsails  torn  to  pieces,  besides  other  damages.  With 
only  her  boom-mainsail  and  close-reefed  fore-topsail  set, 
the  crippled  Frolic  hauled  to  the  wind  to  give  her  convoy  a 
chance  of  escape,  and  at  about  llh.  a.m.  Captain  Whin-> 
yates,  anxious  to  draw  the  stranger's  attention  from  the 
merchant  ships,  hoisted  Spanish  colours,  upon  which  the 
ship  bore  up  directly  for  her. 

The  stranger,  which  was  the  United  States  18-gun  cor- 
vette Wasp,  Cap  tarn  Jacob  Jones,  five  days  only  from  the 
Delaware,  hoisted  her  colours  and  steered  for  the  Frohc, 
then  on  tixe  larboard  tack.   On  arriving  within  about  60 
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yards  of  the  Fxolic»  the  Wasp  hailed  her,  upon  which  the 
former,  exchanging  the  Spanish  for  British  colours,  opened 

her  fire,  which  the  Wasp  immediately  returned.  At  this 
time  a  very  heavy  sea  was  running,  which  rendered  it  ex- 
tremely ditiicult  for  the  men  in  the  Frolic  to  point  the  guns» 
the  muzzles  oi  which  were  often  under  water. 

It  was  now  that  the  tonnage  of  the  Wasp  gave  her  an 
immense  advantage.  With  ports  elevated  above  the  level 
of  the  sea  nearly  six  feet,  she  was  enabled  to  fire  her 
guns  with  deliberation  and  aim,  while  the  FroUc's,  bring 
within  a  few  feet  only,  aim  vras  out  of  the  question,  and  to 
load  and  fire  was  all  that  was  practicable.  Every  shot 
from  the  Wasp  took  effect,  while  the  Frolic's  passed  harm- 
lessly, or,  at  the  most,  only  damaged  her  opponent's  sails 
and  rigging,  if  we  except  a  main-topmast,  and  the  gaff 
and  mizen-topgallant-mast,  which  she  succeeded  in  knock* 
ing  away. 

TheFroUc'speak-halyards  were  soon  shot  away ;  and,  thus 
deprived  of  the  only  after-sail  she  could  set,  the  brig  paid 
off  nearly  before  the  wind.  The  Wasp  now  took  up  a  po- 
sition on  the  larboard  bow  of  the  Frolic,  and  contiaaed  an 
animated  fire,  until,  considering  the  British  vessel's  deck  to 
be  pretty  well  thinned  of  her  men,  Captain  Jones  deter- 
mined to  attempt  to  carry  her  by  boarding.  Perceiving, 
however,  on  a  nearer  approach,  that  he  was  likely  to  meet 
with  more  opposition  than  he  wished  for.  Captain  Jones 
delayed  his  intention,  and  taking  whatever  position  he 
wished,  continued  to  fire  upon  the  already  defenceless  brig ; 
but,  after  the  action  had  lasted  43  minutes,  the  Wasp  ran 
her  0})|K)nent  on  board,  and  the  Frolic  became  a  prize 
without  ()i)|)osition. 

Upon  tiie  deck  of  the  British  brig,  when  she  was  thus 
boarded,  were  Captain  Whinyates,  Lieutenant  Frederick 
B.  Wintle  (both  severely  wounded),  and  17  men  only  of 
her  whole  crew ;  the  remainder  of  the  survivors  being  be- 
low attending  to  thdr  wounded  shipmates  and  performing 
other  indispensable  duties.  Out  of  91  men  and  18  boys, 
%vith  which  she  commenced  the  action,  the  Frolic  had  lost 
15  in  killed ;  and  her  captain  and  both  lieutenants 
(Charles  M'Kay,  mortally,  and  Mr.  Wintle,  severely),  Mr. 
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John  Stephens,  the  master  (mortally),  and  43  men  wound- 
ed. Total :  killed  and  wounded,  62.  Her  two  masts  fell  over 

'     the  side  a  few  minutes  alter  her  surrender.   The  Wasp's 

damages  were  comparativeljr  trifling ;  and  out  ci  a  crew  of 
138  tae,  able-bodied  seamen  (including  too  many  renegeide 
British  sailors),  her  loss  amounted  to  eight  men  killed  and 
about  the  same  number  wounded. 

Had  these  two  vessels  met  under  different  circumstances 
—that  is,  had  the  I  rolir  been  fresh  from  a  British  port, 
with  all  her  spars,  and  well  rigged  and  equipped,  and  with  a 

crew  not  worn  down  by  long  service  in  a  tropical  climate 
— a  result  of  a  very  opposite  character  might  have  been 
looked  for ;  but  disabled  as  she  was,  and  labouring  under 
every  possible  disadvantage,  which  wind,  weather,  and  a 
sickly  crew  conspired  to  create,  no  one  can  feel  surprise, 
much  less  any  other  feeling,  at  the  Frolic's  capture.  The 
guns  of  the  two  vessels  were  the  same  in  number  and 
weight  of  shot,  with  the  exception  that  the  Wasp  mounted 

two  loTi!!  hrass  12-poundcrs  for  the  Frolic's  long  nines; 

and,  in  reference  to  tonnage,  the  Wasp  measured  434  tons 
and  the  Frolic  384.  The  Wasp  and  her  prize  were  not 
allowed  to  reach  an  American  port,  for,  a  few  hours  only 
after  the  action  had  ceased,  the  74-gttn  ship  Poictiers,  Cap* 
tain  John  Peer  Beresford,  hove  in  sight,  captured  the  Wasp, 
and  recM|)t  urcd  the  Frolic.  Captain  Beresford  immediately 
re-appuiuted  Captain  Whinyates  to  his  brig  ;  and  the  latter, 
with  his  few  surviving  officers  and  crew,  underwent  the  or- 
deal of  a  court-martial,  which  pronounced  an  honourable 
acquittal  upon  all.  Captain  Whinyates  had  been  previ* 
ouriy  promoted  to  post  rank  on  the  12th  of  August. 

On  the  2dth  of  October,  tiie  British  18-pounder  38-gun 
frigate  Macedonian,  Captain  John  Surman  Carden,  being 
in  latitude  28''  5(/  north,  longitude  29''  Sff  west,  the  Ame- 
rican 44-gun  frigate  United-States,  Commodore  Stephen 
Decatur,  hove  in  sight,  hearing  north-hy-east,  distant  ahout 
12  miles.  The  Macedonian,  with  a  strong  breeze  from 
south-south-east,  immediately  bore  up,  and  made  all  sail 
for  the  United-States,  which  ship  was  on  the  larboard  tack 
close  hauled.  At  7h.  30m«  A.ic.,  the  two  ships,  having 
arrived  within  three  miles  of  each  other,  hoisted  their  co- 
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lours,  and  Commodore  Decatur  his  broad  pendant.  Cap- 
tain Garden  then  became  fully  aware  of  the  force  of  lie 
enemy  ;  but  so  little  did  ijntish  sailors  think  of  defeat, 
that  the  announceiiieiit  wfis  L^ratifying  to  all  on  board.  On 
the  other  hand,  Commodore  Decatur,  at  first,  took  the  Ma- 
cedonian for  a  larger  ship,  probably  for  a  cut-down  64- 
gun  ship,  and  unwilling  to  engage  an  enemy  qualified 
to  cope  with  him,  the  United-States  wore  round  on  the 
starboard  tack,  and  bore  up.  The  Macedonian  continued 
under  all  sail  in  chase,  and,  as  she  rapidly  overhauled  the 
American  frii;ate,  Commodore  Decatur  fell  into  the  oppo- 
site ( ricjr,  takiiiii;  the  MacedoniiUi  ior  a  ;j2-giin  frigate, 
upon  which  the  United- States  wore  round  on  the  larboard 
tack,  and  hrailed  up  to  meet  the  British  frigate. 

At  i)h.  A.M.  the  Macedonian,  having  hauled  to  the  wind, 
was  on  the  weather  beam  of  the  United-States,  and,  as  the 
two  ships  passed  on  opposite  tacks,  a  fire  was  given  and  re- 
turned. After  passing  as  described,  the  Macedonian*  be- 
ing then  on  the  American  frigate's  larboard  quarter,  wore, 
and  at  9h.  20m.  was  on  the  larboard  and  weather  quarter 
of  the  United- States.  In  the  course  of  a  few  minutes  the 
Macedonian  lost  her  mizen- topmast,  and  the  United- States 
her  mizcn-topcallant-mast.  The  sailing  of  the  two  ships 
was  thus  nearly  equalized,  and  the  United- States  took  ad- 
vantage of  the  circumstance,  and  retained  the  position  on 
the  lee  bow  of  the  British  firigate,  keepmg  up  a  continued 
and  severe  diagonal  fire. 

At  lOh,  15m.  the  United-States  squared  the  main-3rard 
to  allow  the  Macedonian  to  get  alongside  and  come  to 
close  action;  but  it  was  then  too  late.  At  a  little  past 
llh.  the  Macedonian  had  lost  her  mizen-mast,  fore  and 
main  topmasts,  and  main-yard ;  her  lower  masts  were 
badly  wounded,  and  the  standing  and  running  rigging  all 
destroyed.  To  render  her  state  still  more  defenceless,  the 
wreck  of  her  mizen-mast  had  fallen  over  the  starboard  side, 
thereby  disabling  those  of  her  quarter*deck  guns  which 
were  not  already  useless  firom  the  imperfect  fitting  of  tiie 
carronade  slides. 

Having  now  nothing  to  steady  her,  the  Macedonian 
rolled  the  muzzle^s  of  her  main- deck  guns  in  the  water ; 
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and,  under  the  circumstances,  further  eft'ectual  resistance 
was  impossible.  As  a  last  resource,  however,  the  determi* 
nation  to  attempt  to  board  the  American  frigate  was  come 
tOi  and  the  Macedonian's  helm  was  put  hard  a-port  with 
the  intention  of  carrying  it  into  effect.  To  this  the  British 
were  the  more  induced  by  seeing  the  United- States  make 
sail  iu  order  to  get  from  under  the  lee  of  the  Macedonian. 
But  the  execution  of  tlie  design  was  frustrated  by  a 
shot  which,  having  cut  the  lee  fore-brace,  the  ship  would 
not  pay  off,  and  the  United-States  crossed  the  Macedo- 
nian's bows  without  firing  a  shot,  havings  as  it  afterwards 
appeared,  expended  all  her  cartridges.  It  was  at  first  sup- 
posed that  the  United-States  had  given  up  the  contest ;  but 
having  fiUed  more  cartridges  and  rove  new  running  rigging, 
the  American  frii^ate  made  sail,  and  at  nuon  arrived  under 
the  stem  of  the  Miieeduinan  ;  when  Captain  Garden,  liaving 
no  further  means  of  resistance,  ordered  the  colours  to  be 
hauled  down. 

The  loss  sustained  by  the  British,  out  of  254  men  and 
35  boys,  amounted  to  Mr.  James  Hohnes,  boatswain, 
Mr.  Thomas  J.  Nankivee,  master's  mate,  Mr.  Dennis 
Golwell*  Bchoobnaster,  23  seamen,  eight  marines,  and  two 

boys  killed ;  and  Lieutenants  David  Hope  (severely)  and 
John  Bulford  (slightly).  Messieurs  Henry  Roe])uck  luid 
George  Green  way  (midshipmen),  and  Francis  iiaker  (vo- 
liuiteer  1st  class),  50  seamen,  nine  marines,  and  four  boys 
wounded ;  making  a  total  of  36  killed  and  68  wounded. 
The  United-States,  from  similar  causes  to  those  mentioned 
in  the  case  of  the  Constitution,  sustained  comparatively 
slight  loss,  amounting  to  five  killed ;  two  mortally  and  five 
severely,  besides  many,  not  included,  slightly  wounded. 

The  Macedonian  mounted  the  4G  guns  of  her  class ; 
but  the  quarter-deck  carronade  slides,  being  htted  on  a 
new  and  defective  principle,  rendered  those  <runsvery  inef- 
hcient.  The  force  of  the  United- States  has  already  been 
described ;  but,  unlike  the  Constitution,  she  retained  her 
42-pounder  carronades,  to  which  may  be  attributed  the 
early  fall  of  the  Macedonian's  masts  and  the  carnage  on  her 
decks. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  practice  of  gunnery  had 
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at  this  time  fallen  into  comparative  disuse.  French  fngates 
were  not  so  frequendy  met  with  as  they  had  been  a  few 
years  previously,  and,  witib  the  want  of  opportunityfor  using 

them,  the  guns  had  been  too  much  neglected.  It  will  soon 
be  seen  that  tlie  captures  \vu  have  had,  and  shall  yet  have,  to 
record,  were  not  owincr  to  any  b  ic  kwardness  on  tlie  part  of 
our  seameu,  nor  to  any  superiority  in  the  Americans  ;  in 
fact,  they  were  the  temporary  effects  of  our  naval  supre« 
macy,  which  had  lulled  British  ofiieors  into  a  state  of  seen- 
rity,  and  had  made  them  careless  of  the  right  arm  of  Bri- 
tish prowess.  These  remarks  are  not  intended  as  casting 
any  slur  upon  the  Macedonian's  officers  and  crew  in  parti- 
cular, v^ho  did  their  duty  nobly,  but  in  reference  to  the 
American  successes  generally,  which  most  allow  arose  from 
the  various  causes  we  have  named. 

Ca])tain  Garden  and  his  officers  were  treated  with  all  due 
respect  by  Commodore  Decatur»  but  every  temptation^  and 
even  treats,  were  had  recourse  to,  to  induce  the  crew  to 
enter  the  American  service ;  but  all  such  means  were  treated 
with  the  disdain  they  merited.  The  Macedonian  was  con- 
veyed to  New  York,  where  she  arrived  on  (he  4th  of  De- 
cember. Captain  Garden  and  his  officers  were  subsequently 
tried  by  a  court- mfu  tial  at  Bermuda,  the  sentence  of  which 
wms  an  *•  an  honourable  acquittal,"  and  the  court  expressed 
their  very  high  sense  of  the  loyalty  of  the  seamen,  which 
caused  them  to  disregard  the  base  offers  of  the  Americans. 

The  American  squadron,  under  Commodore  Rogers,  firom 
which  the  United-States  had  parted  company,  continued  to 
cruize,  and,  on  the  dlst  of  October,  chased  tiie  d8-gun  fri- 
gate Ghdatea,  Captain  Woodley  Losack;  but  the  latter 
escaped  in  the  night.  The  squadron  iroun  afterwards  re- 
turned to  Boston,  and  here  25  men  of  the  crew  of  the  Gon- 
gress  went  aft  on  the  quarter-deck,  and,  avowing  themselves 
British  subjects,  requested  to  be  discharged.  This  was, 
however,  refused,  except  upon  the  conchtion  that  they 
should  be  sent  to  the  flag-ship  at  Halifax.  At  least  this 
was  the  answer  they  received  from  Captain  Smith;  but  it 
is  more  than  probable  they  would  not  have  been  suffered  to 
depart  even  on  those  terms,  and  tli;it  it  was  merely  a  stroke 
of  American  cunning  which  he  employed,  well  knowing 
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that  the  men  had  run  from  tlie  ships-of-Wiii*  on  the  station, 

arid  tlmt  they  would  deterred  from  leaving  on  such  con- 
ditioiiJ^  by  the  fear  of  being  punished  as  deserters.  It  is 
said  that  had  these  men  been  sutFered  to  quit  the  ship,  100 

more  were  ready  to  claim  the  same  exemption^  and  doubt- 
less every  man  in  the  American  navy  who  had  ever  been  a 
British  sailor  would  have  joyfully  availed  himself  of  the 

meanis  of  quitting  such  a  service. 

The  third  and  last  frigate  action  in  vvhieh  the  Americans 
were  conquerors  now  demands  our  attention.  I'he  late 
French  38-gim  frigate  Kenommee,  which  had  been  eap- 
tured  off  Java,  was,  as  has  been  aheady  stated,  added 
to  the  British  navy,  under  the  name  of  the  island  near  to 
which  she  was  captured.  This  ship  was,  in  the  month  of 
August,  commissioned  by  Captain  Henry  Lambert,  and 
appointed  to  convey  Lieutenant-General  Hislop,  the  newly- 
appointed  governor,  to  liumbay.  In  aiulition  to  tlie  large 
quantity  of  baggage,  generally  accompanying  olheer-  of  Ge- 
neral 1  iislop's  rank,  the  Java  was  deeply  laden  with  stores 
of  ditferent  descriptions  for  the  ships  building  in  the  dock- 
yard at  Bombay,  all  which  added  materially  to  her  unhtness 
to  meet  an  enemy.  The  difficulty  of  manning  this  ship  also 
was  very  great.  Our  best  seamen  had  been  drained  in 
many  channels  from  their  legitimate  employ.  Privateers, 
merchant- service  crimps,  and  the  mania  for  the  Aiiierican 
navy,  had  exhausted  the  grand  reservoir,  and  to  nicui  pro- 
perly even  an  additional  frigate  was  a  work  of  time.  Tliis 
w^as  felt  in  a  peculiar  degree  by  Captain  Lambert,  and,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  volunteers,  who  tilled  the  petty 
officers'  ratings,  the  men  obtained,  by  pressing  and  other 
means,  were  of  the  most  inferior  description.  The  captain 
remonstrated,  but  without  effect,  and  with  a  crew  (not  50 
of  whom  had  ever  seen  a  shut  fired)  of  277  men  and  23 
boys,  and  86  supernumeraries,  principally  Marine  Society 
boys,  the  Java  put  to  sea. 

On  the  30th  of  December,  in  the  morning,  being  near 
the  coast,  about  St.  Salvador,  w  hither  Captain  Lambert  was 
bound,  to  replenish  the  water,  tlie  American  44-gun  frigate 
Constitution,  Commodore  William  Bainbridge,  was  des- 
cried ;  and,  casting  off  a  prize  which  had  been  taken  on 
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the  passage,  the  latter  parted  company,  lenth  19  men  and 
a  master's  mate,  and  the  Java  proceeded  with  a  moderate 

breeze  from  the  north-east  in  chase  of  the  stranger.  Com- 
modore iicunbridge,  who  was  at  this  time  expecting"  to  be 
joined  by  the  Essex,  at  hrst  took  the  Java  for  that  sjiip  ; 
and  at  about  noon,  having  stood  towards  her,  made  the 
private  signal.  This,  after  remaining  hoisted  ten  minutes, 
was  hauled  down,  and  the  American  frigate  wore  and  made 
all  sail  away.  The  Java,  under  a  press  of  sail  and  going 
ten  knots,  heeled  so  much  that  she  was  obliged  to  teke  in 
her  royals,  while  the  American  frigate  appeared  scarcely  to 
feel  the  breeze.  At  Ih.  40m.  p.m.,  the  Java  having  got 
within  two  miles  of  the  Constitution,  the  latter  took  in  her 
royals  and  flyincr-jib,  hanked  up  her  cour.?es,  and  hauled 
close  to  the  wind  on  the  starboard  tack,  and  the  Java  did 
the  same. 

At  2h,  10m.,  the  two  ships  being  within  a  mile  of  each 
other,  the  Constitution  fired  some  of  her  starboard  guns^  but 
without  efiect.   At  2h.  20m.  a  second  broadside  was  fired, 

which  also  did  little  damage ;  and  almost  immediately  after- 
wards the  Java's  larboard  broadside  was  fired,  almost  every 
shot  striking.  The  Constitution  by  this  one  broadside  had 
four  men  killed  and  many  wounded,  besides  which  her 
wheel  was  shot  away.  Not  relishing  this  spirited  salute 
from  the  little  ship,  the  Constitution  fired  a  third  broadside 
and  bore  up  in  the  smoke.  The  Java  bore  up  after  her, 
and,  at  2h.  25m.,  the  two  ships  having  come  to  the  wind 
on  the  starboard  tack,  again  exchanged  broadsides.  The 
Constitution  again  wore  to  gc  t  away,  but  Captain  Laaibcrt, 
of  whose  extreme  gallantr\^  and  skill  many  instances  have 
been  aiForded,  was  not  to  be  thus  evaded,  and  the  Java 
also  wore. 

At  2h.  35  m.  the  Java  passed  slowly  and  closely  under 
the  stem  of  the  Constitution;  but  the  opportunity  thus 
afforded  was  lost  upon  the  raw,  unskilful  British  crew,  and 
the  only  gun  discharged  was  the  forecastle  9 -pounder,  and 
that  was  pointed  and  fired  by  Lieutenant  James  Saunders, 
a  supernumerary  officer.  Commodore  Bainbridge,  however, 
had  not  yet  made  up  his  mind  to  engage  the  British  frigate, 
and  making  sail  about  three  points  off  the  wind,  ranged 
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ahead  of  the  Java.  At  2h.  40m.  the  Java  luffed  across 
the  stern  of  her  antagonist,  but  again  without  making  fuQ 
use  of  the  advantage ;  and  at  about  2h.  43m.  the  commo- 
dore, emboldened  by  the  inefficient  fire  of  the  Java,  and 

perhaps  impelled  also  by  his  officers,  at  length  determined 
to  bring  on  an  action.  Havini^',  therefore,  hauled  to  the 
wind  on  the  larboard  tack,  the  two  ships  were  soon  inclose 
action,  the  Java  to  windward. 

At  2h.  d2m.  the  head  of  the  Java*8  bowsprit  was  shot 
away,  upon  which  the  Conistitution  again  wore,  and  as  the 
Java,  from  the  loss  of  her  jibs,  was  unable  to  follow  her  with 
the  requisite  celerity,  she  tacked,  and,  taking  a  long  time 
to  pay  off,  received  a  raking  broadside  from  the  adversary. 
Instciid  ul  coming  to  the  wind  on  the  starboard  tack,  the 
Java  bore  up  atliwart  the  Constitution's  bows,  firing  her 
broadside,  and  then  luffed  to  on  the  larboard  tack.  The 
American  frigate  having  also  wore  round  on  the  same  tack, 
the  two  frigates  were  once  more  in  action,  at  not  more 
than  pistol-shot  distance,  the  Java  to  windward.  This  of 
course  proved  to  the  great  disadvantage  of  the  Java  ;  and 
after  it  had  continued  ten  minutes,  that  ship  was  completely 
unrigged,  and  had  lost  her  master,  and  a  great  many  officers 
and  men  killed  and  wounded. 

Captain  Lambert,  finding  lus  men  falling  so  fast  from  the 
enemy's  destructive  fire,  determined  to  try  w  hat  could  be 
done  by  boarding,  and  at  3h.  8m.  ordered  the  helm  a-port 
to  carry  this  design  into  effect.  Before,  however,  the  two 
ships  came  in  contact,  the  Java's  foremast  unfortunately 
went  by  the  board,  and,  fSedling  inboard,  passed  through  the 
forecastle  deck,  thereby  encumbering  the  main-deck.  But, 
by  the  impetus  which  she  had  previously  acquired,  the  stump 
of  the  Java's  bowsprit  caught  the  Constitution's  mizen- 
rigging,  and  brouglit  her  head  to  wind  ;  tiien  droi)ping 
astern,  she  lay  unmanageable,  and  quite  at  the  mercy  of  her 
antagonist. 

The  American  frigate  made  the  best  possible  use  of  her 
advantage,  and  sailing  round  the  Java,  poured  in  broadside 
afiter  broadside  with  tremendous  effect.  At  dh.  30m. 
Captain  Lambert  fell  mortally  wounded  by  a  musket  ball 

in  the  left  breast,  and  the  command  of  the  ship  devolved  on 
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the  first  lieutenant,  Henry  Diicie  Chads,  who  in  gallantry 
emulated  liis  late  noble  captain*  This  oficer,  though 
painfully  wounded,  remained  at  his  post,  encouraging  by  Us 
example  the  crew  to  continue  their  resistance.  Hie  latter, 
though  wanting  in  skill,  were  not  wanting  in  that  bravery 
inherent  to  their  country,  and  far  from  relaxing  their 
exertions,  they  appeared  to  increase  them  as  their  chance  of 
success  receded. 

At  4h.  5m.  the  Java's  mlzen-maft  fell,  and  soon  after- 
wards the  Constitution  again  ranged  up  alongside  the 
British  ship,  but  was  received  with  all  the  warmth  of  des- 
peration. At  4h.  2dm.  the  Constitution,  having  effectually 
crippled  her  antagonist,  made  sail  ahead  out  of  gun-shot ; 
and  the  Java's  crew  imagining  she  was  about  to  make  off, 
shouted  after  her  and  called  to  her  to  return.  The  Ameri- 
can frigate,  having  repaired  the  slight  injuries  she  had 
received  aloft,  at  a  little  before  Gh.  took  up  a  position  across 
the  bows  of  the  Java  (the  crew  of  which,  in  the  meanwhile, 
had  cleared  the  wreck  of  her  masts,  and  were  erecting  a 
jury  mast),  and  Lieutenant  Chads,  aware  that  to  protract 
the  defence  would  be  nothing  less  than  a  wanton  sacrifice  of 
blood,  ordered  the  colours  to  be  struck,  and  at  6h.  p«k., 
after  near  four  hours'  action,  the  Java  became  the  Constitu- 
tion's prize. 

The  Java's  loss  was  as  follows  :  Messicnrs  Charles  Jones, 
Thomas  Hammond,  William  Gascoigne  (minster's  mates), 
William  Salmcnd  and  Kchvard  Kecle'*^  (midshipmen),  and 
Thomas  J.  Matthias  (cier^:),  12  seamen,  and  four  marines 
killed ;  and  Captain  Lambert  (mortally),  Lieutenant  Chads, 
Mr.  Batty  Robinson  (master),  second  Lieutenant  of  Marines 
David  Davis,  Mr.  James  Humble,  boatswain  (severely), 
four  midshipmen  (not  named),  55  seamen,  21  marines,  and 
four  boys  ;  and  of  supernumeraries,  Commander  John 
Marshall,  Lieutenant  James  Saunders,    Captain  Wood 


*  Thi?  LMllnnf-  youth,  only  13  years  of  ago,  was  not  killed  outriL^ht, 
but  dic-d  the  nv\t  day.  The  Java  was  his  first  ship.  He  had  suttered 
amputation  of  ;i  Icli;,  aad  after  the  action  was  over,  inquired  anxiously 
if  the  ship  li.ul  struck.  Seeinc?:  one  of  the  flags  spread  over  hua,  he 
became  very  uneasy  ;  but  being  convinced  that  il  was  Enyl'mhy  he  was 
satisfied. 
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(General  Hislop's  aide-de-camp),  Mr.  William  Brown, 
master's  mate,  and  nine  seamen  wounded :  making  a  total 
of  22  killed  and  102  wonnded — two  mui  tally,  five  dan- 
gerously»  52  severely,  and  43  slightly*  The  Java's  damages 
were  commensurate  with  her  loss ;  she  was  totally  dismasted, 
ten  of  her  quarter-deck  and  forecastle  carronades  were  dis- 
mounted, many  of  her  main-deck  guns  disabled,  all  her 
boats  were  destroyed,  and  her  hold  was  half-full  of  water 

when  she  surrendered. 

Nor  had  the  Constitution,  notwithstanding  her  thick 
sides,  escaped  without  loss :  the  Briti^^h  official  account 
gives  ten  men  killed ;  her  fifth  lieutenant  and  four  men 
(mortally),  the  commodore  (slightly),  and  about  42  of  her 
crew  wounded.  The  Java,  on  examination,  was  found  so 
much  damaged,  that  her  captors  determined  to  destroy  her ; 
and  after  removing  the  prisoners,  which,  as  the  Constitution 
had  only  one  boat  that  would  swim,  was  a  work  of  time, 
the  Java,  on  the  forenoon  of  the  next  day,  was  set  on  fire. 
After  this  had  been  effected,  one  of  the  Java's  late  crew 
(three  of  whom,  to  their  disgrace,  had  already  entered  on 
board  the  Constitution)  informed  Commodore  Bainbridge, 
that  the  prize  had  an  immense  quantity  of  specie  in  her 
hold.  The  commodore's  feelings,  on  receiving  this  infor- 
mation, caused  not  a  littie  amusement  to  the  British 
officers  ;  but  after  a  time  one  of  them  took  pity  upon  him, 

and  relieved  his  miiul  by  a.-suring  him  that  the  cases  in 

question  contained,  instead  of  gold  or  silver,  only  copper 
holts.  At  3h.  P.M.  the  Java  blew  up,  but  without  any 
colours  hoisted.  The  Constitution  entered  the  Port  of  St. 
Salvador,  on  the  3rd  of  January,  1S13,  where  the  prisoners 
were  all  landed. 

There  can  be  littie  doubt  that  had  the  Java,  inferior  as 
she  was  in  point  of  material,  been  manned  by  a  crew  of 
320  stout,  able-bodied,  and  well-trained  seamen,  instead  of 
a  raw  set  of  men,  wanting  for  the  most  part  in  every  thing 
except  animal  courage,  and  had  the  Java  been  laden  less 
like  a  store  ship  than  she  was,  she  would  have  given  a  very 
diilerent  account  of  the  Constitution ;  and,  under  all  the 
disadvantageous  circumstances,  her  action  is  one  highly 
creditable  to  the  British  navy  in  general,  and  to  the  brave 
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officers  and  men  who  fought  it  in  paiticular «   The  president 

(Rear-Admiral  Graham  Moore)  of  the  conri-martial  which 
tried  Lieutenant  Ciuids  and  the  ship's  company  for  the 
loss  of  the  Java,  after  an  honourable  acquittal,  passed  the 
following  well-merited  eulogium  on  the  fanner ; — I  have 
much  satisfaction  ui  returning  you  your  sword.  Had  you 
been  an  officer  who  had  served  in  comparative  obscurity  ail 
your  life^  and  never  before  been  heard  of,  your  conduct  on 
the  present  occasion  would  have  been  sufficient  to  establish 
your  character  as  a  brave,  skilful,  and  attentive  officer." 
Lieutenant  Chad's  conduct  received  other  liuuuurable 
testiiiiouy  by  his  promotiou  to  the  rank  of  commaader  in 
May,  L^13. 

On  the  16th  of  December,  the  French  40-gun  Mgate 
Gloire«  Captain  Roussin,  sailed  from  Havre  on  a  cruize, 
and  on  the  18th,  at  daylight,  was  discovered  by  the  18-g^ 
corvette  Albecore,  Captain  Heury  T.  Davies,  about  four 
miles  to  the  westward  of  which  was  the  14-gun  schooner 
Pickle,  Lieutciicint  William  Figg.  The  Gloire,  haN  iug  at 
9h.  A.M.  ascert;inu'd  that  the  strangers  were  enemies, 
hauled  to  the  wind  on  the  larbonrd  tack,  and  made  all  sail 
away,  and  Captain  Davis,  believing  the  frigate  to  be  armed 
en  fl4te  only,  immediately  pursued,  accompanied  by  the 
schooner.  At  lOh.  12m.  the  corvette  opened  her  fire  on 
the  Gloire,  which  the  firigate,  hoisting  her  colours,  returned ; 
she  then  hauled  up  to  rake  the  Albacore,  and  Captain  Davies» 
being  now  aware  of  his  error,  tacked  and  discontinued  the 
action.  The  iVlbacore's  ricrging  was  much  driniaged,  and 
Lieutenant  William  Hannau  was  killed,  and  six  men 
wounded.  At  Ih.  p.m.  the  Albacore  was  ioined  by  the 
Fickle,  12-gun  bhg  Borer,  and  4-gun  schooner  Landrail, 
when  the  pursuit  was  resumed;  but  at  midnight  the  Gloire 
was  out  of  sight. 
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Ox  the  6th  of  January,  at  p.m.,  tlie  hont<  of  the 
British  frigate  Havannah,  Captain  the  Honourable  George 
Cadogan,  under  the  orders  of  Lieutenant  William  Hamby» 
attacked  and  carried  a  French  gun-boat,  mounting  one 
long  24-pounder,  and  havmg  a  crew  of  35  men,  although 
the  enemy  was  fully  prepared  for  the  attack,  and  the 
boat  was  supported  by  musketry  from  the  shore.  Three 
merchant  vessels  were  also  brought  off ;  but  this  service 
was  not  perfonacd  without  loss  ;  Mr.  Edward  Percival, 
master's  mate,  was  killed,  and  two  seamen  woundc  d. 

On  the  6th  of  January,  the  boats  of  the  38-guii  ^gate 
Bacchante,  Captain  William  Hoste,  and  IS-gan  brig 
Weasel,  Captain  James  Black,  being  off  Otranto,  in  the 
Adriatic,  chased  two  divisions  of  gun-boats.   The  officers 

em[)loyed  on  this  service  were.  Lieutenants  David  H. 

O'Brien,  Silas  T.  Hood,  and  Fiank  Gosthng  ;  Lieutenant  of 
Marines  William  Haig,  and  Master's  Mates  and  Midshipmen 
George  Powell,  James  McKean,  Honourable  Henry  J. 
Rous,  Honourable  William  Waldegrave,  U'homas  C.  Hoste, 
James  L.  Few,  and  Edward  O.  Pocock.  At  8h.  a.m.  Lieu- 
tenant O'Brien,  in  the  Bacchante's  barge,  overtook  and 
captared  the  stemmost  gun-boat,  mounting  two  guns,  and 
having  a  crew  of  86  men ;  when,  leaving  her  in  ^e  charge 
of  Mr.  Hoste,  Lieutenant  O'Brien  pushed  on  and  captured 
two  other  boats  making  off  towards  the  coast  of  Calabria. 

Two  of  the  Weasel's  boats  were  also  dispute- lied,  under 
Lieutenant  Thomas  Whalev,  and  Mr.  James  Stewart,  mid- 
shipman,  and  another  boat  from  the  Bacchante,  under  Mr* 
Edward  Webb,  master's  mate ;  and  the  latter,  taking  the 
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lead  of  the  other  two,  very  gallantly  boarded  and  carried 
two  gun-boats  successively,  after  a  determined  resistance. 
For  this  gallantly  executed  ??ervice,  Lieutenant  O'JBrien 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  commander. 

On  the  29th  of  January,  the  Island  of  Augusta,  in  the 
Adriatic,  surrendered  to  a  British  force,  consisting  of  the 
S8-gun  frigate  Apollo,  Captain  Bridges  W.  Taylor,  Espe- 
ranza  privateer,  and  four  gun  boats,  and  250  troops^  under 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Robertson, 

On  the  ord  of  February,  Curzala  also  surrendered  to 
the  same  force.  The  Apollo's  mnin-mast  was  much  cut 
by  shot,  and  her  loss  from  tiie  enemy's  fire  amounted  to 
two  seamen  killed  and  one  wounded. 

On  the  6th  of  February,  the  British  SS-grm  frigate 
Amelia,  Captain  the  Honourable  Frederick  Paul  Irby,  at 
9h.  30m.  A.M.,  observed  two  frigates  at  anchor  off  tiie 
northern  end  of  Tamara  (one  of  the  Isles  de  Los),  on  the 
coast  of  Africa.  The  stranaers  were  the  French  40-2:un 
frigates  Arethuse,  Commodore  Bouvet,  and  Rubis,  Caj)tain 
Olivier,  which  a  few  days  previously  had  cliascd  the  Darino:, 
gun- brig,  lieutenant  William  R.  Pascoe,  andforced  her  to  r  u  n 
on  shore  on  Tamara  to  avoid  capture,  where  she  was  burnt  by 
her  crew.  At  noon  a  light  breeze  sprang  up  from  the  west- 
ward, and  the  Arethuse  on  the  larboard  tack  stood  towards 
the  Amelia  under  all  sail,  when  the  latter  made  sail  away 
in  order  to  draw  the  Arethuse  from  her  consort,  which,  how- 
ever, had  previously  been  disabled  by  getting  aground. 

At  5h,  P.M.  the  Amelia  shortened  sail,  wore  round  on 
the  starboard  tack,  and,  runninpi:  under  lier  tln-ee  topsails, 
steered  for  the  Arethuse,  which  ship  had  also  shortened  sail. 
To  avoid  being  raked,  the  Arethuse  at  7h.  20m.  tacked  to 
the  southward.  It  was  a  beautiful  moonlight  night,  and  the 
light  air  of  wind  was  scarcely  sufficient  to  cause  a  ripple. 
At  7h.  45m.,  just  as  the  Amelia  had  arrived  within  pistol- 
shot  on  the  starboard  and  weather  bow  of  tlie  Arethuse,  the 
latter  opened  her  fire,  which  was  immediately  returned ; 
but  after  the  third  broadside,  in  consequence  of  the  braces 
having  been  shot  away,  tlie  main-topsail  of  the  Amelia  was 
thrown  aback,  and  the  Amelia,  instead  of  crossing  the  bows 
of  the  Arethuse,  as  intended*  fell  on  board  of  her,  the 
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bumpkin  of  the  latter  carrying  away  part  of  the  larboard 
forecastle  bulwark,  and  her  bowsprit  the  jib  stay  of  the 
Amelia.  In  this  situation,  the  British  frigate  became  ex* 
posed  to  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  and  hand  grenades,  and 
an  unsuccessful  attempt  was  made  to  board.  The  Ar^thuse, 
throwing  all  aback,  then  dropped  dear. 

The  Amelia  upon  this  set  her  stay-sails  and  endeaTOured 
to  get  her  head  towards  the  Freueli  sliip;  but  in  attempting 
again  to  cross  her  bows,  fell  on  board  a  second  time,  and 
the  two  «hips  swang  alongside  of  eacli  other  at  a])out  9\\. 
15m.  An  endeavour  was  then  made  by  the  crew  of  the 
Amelia  to  lash  the  two  ships  together,  but  they  were  unable 
to  do  so  on  account  of  the  heavy  fire  of  musketry  opened 
upon  them  from  the  deck  and  tops  of  the  Ar^thuse.  Among 
those  who  fell  in  trying  to  effect  this,  were  Lieutenants 
John  J.  Bates  and  John  Pope,  and  Lieutenant  of  Marines 
ilobert  G.  Grainger ;  and  Captain  Irby  was  severely 
wonndod,  and  obliged  to  leave  the  deck  to  the  command  of 
Lieutenaul  George  Wells.  The  latter  officer  was  shortly 
afterwards  killed  ;  after  whom,  the  master,  Mr.  Anthony  de 
Mayne,  took  the  command.  The  ships  at  length  dropped 
dear  of  each  other,  and  gradually  separated,  until,  at  llh. 
20m.  p.v.»  they  were  out  of  gun-shot  of  each  other. 

In  this  desperate  conflict  the  Amelia's  masts  and  yards 
were  badly  wounded,  her  rigging  cut  to  pieces,  and  much 
shattered  in  hull.  Of  the  crew,  consisting  of  2G5  men,  30 
boys,  Jind  54  supernumeraries,  part  of  the  i3anng*s  crew, 
and  some  invalids,  she  had  tlie  three  lieutenants,  and  2nd 
lieutenant  of  marines  (already  named).  Lieutenant  Pascoe, 
of  the  Daring,  Mr.  Charles  Kennicott,  midshipman,  Mr. 
JohnBogue,  purser  of  the  Thais,  29  seamen,  seven  marines, 
and  diree  boys  killed;  Captain  Irby  (severely),  lieutenant 
of  Marines  John  Simpson,  Mr.  John  CoUman,  purser. 
Boatswain  John  Parkinson,  Messieurs  Edward  Robinson, 
George  A.  Uix,  I'homas  D.  Buckle,  Geortre  T.  Gooch,  and 
Arthur  Beever,  midshipmen,  56  seamen  (two  mortally),  25 
marines  (three  mortally),  and  three  boys  wounded.  Total : 
51  killed  and  mortally  wounded,  and  90  severely  and 
slightly  wounded. 

The  Ar^thuse  suffered  severely  in  her  hull,  masts,  and 
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^gg^ng'  ™^  which  compoBed  her  ciew»  had 

31  killed  and  74  wounded. 

At  daylicrht  on  the  8th  the  frigates  were  becnimcd  about 
five  miles  apart,  and  on  the  breeze  sprinc^iiig-  up,  the 
Amelia,  having  bent  new  sails,  put  before  it  for  Madeira 
and  England;  and  the  Ar^thuse  stood  back  to  the  Isles  de 
Los  to  rejoin  her  consort. 

The  Amelia  and  Ar^thuse,  in  point  of  size  and  armament, 
met  upon  equal  terms ;  but  the  crew  of  the  former,  reduced 
in  number,  and,  what  was  of  still  greater  consequence, 
those  who  remained,  weakened  by  long  servitude  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  were  any  thing  but  a  match  for  the  picked 
aiul  fre«h  crew  of  the  French  frigate,  coinmLnided  bv  the 
best  oiiicers  in  the  Freyich  navy.  Had  the  Amelia  «iitfered 
less  than  she  did  in  her  action,  the  propriety  of  seeking  a 
renewal  of  the  engagement,  in  the  presence  of  a  second 
frigate  of  equal  force  to  the  Ar^thuse,  might  wdlhave  been 
questioned,  for  it  must  be  remembered  that  Captain  Irby 
was  not  at  that  time  aware  that  the  Rubis  had  been  placed 
hars  de  combat  by  getting  aground.  On  the  whole,  this 
action  gives  evidence  of  great  bravery  and  skill  on  both 
sides,  iuid  no  blame  can  reasonably  be  attached  to  Captnin 
Irby  ,  his  officers  or  crew.  The  fall  of  the  officers  and  the 
captain's  wounds  were  untoward  events,  which  have  an 
eflfect  even  upon  the  best  of  crews ;  and  although  the 
meeting  terminated  in  a  drawn  battle,  it  is,  notwithstand- 
ing, highly  honourable  to  the  British  navy. 

On  tiie  2nd  of  February,  the  18-gun  corvette  Kingfisher, 
Captain  Ewell  Tritton,  discovered  near  Melara  several  tra- 
bacolos,  and  there  beinc:  at  the  time  yery  Httle  w  iiul,  two 
boats,  under  Lieutenant  George  W.  Palmer,  and  Mr.  John 
Waller,  the  gunner,  were  dispatched  in  chase,  which,  after  a 
row  of  five  hours,  captured  one  vessel,  and  drove  on  shore 
and  destroyed  five  others,  on  the  Island  of  Corfu.  The 
loss  in  the  Kingfisher's  boats  amounted  to  two  men  killed 
and  seven  severely  wounded. 

On  the  8th  of  February,  nine  boats  from  the  British  fri- 
gates Maidstone,  Belvidera,  Junon,  and  Statira,  attacked 
the  United  States  6 -gun  schooner  Lotter\' ;  and,  after  a 
most  determined  resistance,  she  was  boarded  and  carried. 
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The  American  captain  (John  Southcomb)  was  mortally 
wounded ;  and  1 8,  out  ot  a  crew  of  28  men,  were  killed 

or  wounded.  The  British  had  one  man  killed  and  fiye 

wounded. 

During  the  month  of  February,  the  74-gun  ships  San  Do- 
mingo and  Marlborough,  with  the  Maidstone  and  Statira 

frigates,  and  Fantome  and  Mohawk  brigs,  under  the  orders 
of  Admiral  Sir  John  B.  Warren  and  Rcui-AJiiiiiiil  (icorge 
Cockburn,  arrived  off  the  North  American  coast.  In  April 
they  entered  the  Chesapeake,  and,  on  the  3rd,  chased  four 
large  armed  schooners  into  the  river  Rappahannock.  It 
falling  calm,  the  boats  of  the  squadron  were  dispatched  in 
pursuit,  and,  after  rowing  15  miles,  the  four  schooners  were 
discovered :  which  were  the  Arab,  of  7  guns  and  45  men ; 
Lynx,  of  six  guns  and  40  men ;  Racer,  of  six  guns  and  36 
men ;  and  Doiphiu,  of  12  guns  and  98  men,  drawn  up  in 
line  ahead.  The  boats,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
James  Polkinghorne,  of  the  San  Domnigo  ;  Matthew  Lid- 
don,  of  the  Maidstone;  George  C.  Unnston  and  James 

Scott,  of  the  Marlborough;  and  George  Bishop,  of  the 
Statira,  dashed  at  them,  and,  after  a  very  gallant  resist* 
ance,  the  four  vessels  were  boarded  and  carried. 
The  loss  of  the  British  in  this  affair  amounted  to  two 

men  killed  ;  and  Lieutenants  Polking^home  and  William  A. 
Brand,*  Lieutenant  of  Marines  William  R.  Flint,  Mr. 
John  bleigh  (midshipman),  and  seven  seamen  and  marines 


*  Mr.  Brand  was  at  this  time  a  master's  mate  passed  fsLBwrn  years, 
and,  whUe  on  a  shooting  excursion,  had  been  so  mtfortunate  as  to 
lose  his  left  hand.  His  anxiety  for  promotion  and  seal  for  the  ser- 
Yv»f  however,  induced  him  to  volunteer  on  tbis  occasion,  and,  after 
mudi  persuasion,  he  was  permitted  by  the  officer  in  command  to 
go.  While  steering  the  boat  in  which  he  was,  a  musket  ball  from  one 
of  the  schooners  passed  through  his  remaininir  -rni  :  TJinitenant  Flint 
was  wounded  at  the  same  time,  and  being  then  unable  to  board,  they 
remained  in  tlic  boat,  wliich,  at>er  the  crew  had  (juitted  lier,  went  adrift. 
The  amputation  of  Mr.  Brand  s  right  arm  was  rendered  necessary. 
This  brave  ofticer  was  by  the  commander-in-chief  im mediately  pro- 
moted, and  his  acting  order  dated  hack  prior  to  the  time  of  the  action, 
from  ^ch  circumstance  Mr.  Brand  appeared  in  the  official  letter  as 
a  lieutenant,  and  was  pensioned  aooordiiigly.  laeatenant  Brand  died 
m 1816. 
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wounded*  The  Americans  bad  six  men  killed  and  ten 
wounded.  The  captured  vessels  were  fuae  schooners^  mea^ 
suring  from  200  to  225  tons  each ;  and  two,  under  the 

names  of  Shelbume  and  Musquedobit,  were  added  as  14- 
gun  schouiicrs  to  the  British  navy. 

On  tlie  *24th  uf  Februarj',  the  United  States  ^O-gun  cor- 
vette Hornet  (eiglitccn  32-ponndcr  carronadc^  and  two  lon^ 
twelves).  Captain  James  Lawrence,  discovered  the  British 
18-gun  brig  Espi^gle,  Captain  John  lay  lor,  at  anchor  off 
the  bar  of  the  Demerara  river.  At  3h.  30m.  F.M.y  while 
beating  round  Cape  Caroband  to  get  at  the  Espi^gle,  tlie 
Hornet  got  sight  of  the  British  18-gun  brig  Peacock  (six- 
teen 24-pounder  carronades  and  two  long  sixes).  Captain 
William  Tcake,  which  had  only  left  the  anchorage  of  the 
Espiegle  at  lOh.  a.m. 

At  4h.  2Um.  P.M.  tlie  Peacock,  having;  borne  down  a])on 
the  Hornet,  hoisted  her  colouis ;  at  5h.  the  Hornet  came 
round  on  the  starboard  tack  and  hoisted  her  colours^  and  at 
5h.  2dm«  the  corvette  and  brig,  in  passing  on  opposite 
tadcs«  exchanged  broadsides.  The  Peacock  then  wore  round 
under  the  stem  of  the  Hornet,  and  engaged  her  to  leeward; 
but,  after  receiving  the  Peacock's  broadside,  the  Hornet 
bore  up  and  ran  her  on  board  on  tlie  starboard  quarter. 
In  this  position  the  Hornet  kept  u])  sueli  a  destructive  fire, 
that  at  5h.  50m.,  having  her  connnandcr  killed,  six  feet 
water  in  her  liold,  and  her  huH  and  masts  cut  to  pieces,  the 
Peacock  hoisted  in  her  fore-rigging  an  enskni  with  the 
union  downwards,  as  a  signal  of  distress.    Shortly  after- 
wards her  main-mast  went  by  the  board.   Bodi  vessels 
were  immediately  anchored,  and  every  exertion  was  used 
to  save  the  Peacock ;  but  all  the  efforts  of  both  crews  were 
unavailin^^  and  m  a  few  laiautes  she  sank  in  five  fathoms 
water,  carrying  with  her  13  men,  only  four  of  whom  were 
saved. 

Of  her  crew  of  110  men,  the  Peacock  lost  her  com- 
mander and  four  seamen  killed  ;  her  master,  one  midship- 
man, the  carpenter,  captain's  clerk,  and  29  men  woundai. 
The  Hornet  received  some  trifling  damage  in  her  spars ;  and, 
out  of  163  men  and  boys,  had  one  man  killed  and  two 
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diglitly  wounded.   The  following  is  the  comparative  force 

of  the  combatants,  as  furnislicd  by  Mr.  James  :— 

HORNST.  PEACOCK. 

 .   a  /No   10   ...  9 

Broadside  guns.   _ 

Crew   No   162    ...  110 

Tons           460    ...  386 

On  the  26th  of  February,  in  the  morning,  the  32-gun 
frigate  Thames,  Captain  Charles  Napier,  and  d6-gun  fri- 

^te  Furieuse,  Captain  William  Mounsey,  having  on  board 
the  second  battalion  of  the  lOlli  foot,  under  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Coffin,  entered  the  narrow  channel  leading::  to  the 
harbour  of  the  Island  of  Ponza,  on  the  coast  of  Naples, 
and  after  exchanging  a  few  broadsides  with  the  bntf(  ries, 
the  frigates  anchored  close  to  the  mole-head.  A  flag  of 
truce  was  then  held  out  by  the  governor,  and  the  island 
on  the  same  day  surrendered  to  tiie  arms  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty. 

On  the  22nd  of  April,  the  18-gun  brig  Weasel,  Captain 
John  Black,  chased  a  convoy  and  10  lieavy  <^un-boats  in 
the  Bay  of  Boscalina.  At  oh.  3uin.  a.m.  the  gun-boat^  an- 
chored in  line  about  a  mile  from  the  shore,  and  hoisted 
French  colours.  At  6h .  the  Weasel  anchored  within  pistol- 
shot  of  them,  and  a  furious  cannonade  began,  which  was 
kept  up  until  6h.  20m„  when  the  gun-boats'  cables  were 
cut,  and  the  vessels  ran  closer  in,  when  they  again  opened 
their  fire.  The  Weasel  stood  in  after  them  and  renewed  the 
action,  but  was  now  exposed  in  addition  to  cannon  and 
musketrv  from  the  shore.  Before  lOh.  three  of  the  boats 
had  surrendered,  two  more  were  driven  on  shore,  and  one 
was  sunk.  The  remainder  were  supported  by  four  others, 
which  took  a  position  outside  the  brig,  but  from  which  they 
were  soon  driven,  and,  joining  the  remaining  four,  the 
whole  retired  under  shelter  of  a  neck  of  land,  from  whence 
they  kept  up  a  very  destructive  fire,  witli  little  intermis- 
sion, until  6h.  30m.  p.m.  The  brig  was  in  consequence 
very  much  cut  up,  havini^  her  musts  badly  wounded,  and 
her  hull  shot  in  several  places.    After  dark,  Captain  Black 
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sent  a  party  in  the  boats  and  destroyed  the  gun-boats  which 

had  been  driven  on  shore,  together  with  eight  sail  of  the 

convoy  ,  bringing  away  their  anchors,  by  means  of  which 
the  Weasel,  by  day-break  next  morning,  was  warped  from 

her  perilous  situation. 

Hitherto  no  opportunity  had  been  afforded  of  testing  the 
real  difFerence  existing  between  British  and  American, 
prowess.  In  narrating*  the  three  preceding  frigate  actions, 
enough  has,  we  think,  been  shewn  to  prove,  indubitably, 
the  cUsadvantages  under  which  the  British  ships  laboured, 
and  to  explain  the  causes  of  their  fiailures.  We  have  now 
to  shew  the  result  of  the  meeting  of  two  frigates  in  almost 
every  respect  of  equal  force ;  and  a  result  more  gratifying 
to  British  feeling  is  not  upon  record.  In  the  month  of 
March,  the  British  18-pounder  38-gun  frigates  Shannon 
and  Tenedos,  Captains  Philip  Bowes  Vere  Broke  and  Hyde 
Parker,  sailed  from  Halifax,  on  a  cruize  in  Boston  Bay,  in 
search  of  some  of  the  far-famed  frigates  ;  and  on  the  2nd 
of  April  these  ships  reconnoitred  the  harbour  of  Boston, 
in  which  were  lying,  ready  for  sea,  the  President  and  Con- 
gress. These  frigates  were  blockaded  for  some  time  by 
the  Shannon  and  Tenedos  ;  but  the  former,  availing  them- 
selves of  a  continuance  of  foggy  weather,  eluded  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  British  friiratcs,  and  put  to  sea. 

There  then  remained  in  Boston  two  other  frigates — the 
Constitution,  undergoing  extensive  alterations,  and  the 
18-pounder  38-gun  frigate  Chesapeake.  Captain  Broke, 
in  order  to  afford  an  inducement  to  the  latter  frigate  to 
come  out  and  engage  the  Shannon,  ordered  Captain  Parker 
to  part  company,  and  not  to  rejoin  him  until  the  14th 
June,  by  which  time  it  was  hoped  that  something  would  be 
decided.  The  Shannon  then  continued  cruizincr  alone  in 
Bofetou  Buy  during  the  month  of  May,  capturing  and  de- 
stroying all  the  vessels  she  fell  in  ^^^th,  Captain  Broke  not 
choosing  to  weaken  his  crew  by  manning  them.  On  the 
29th  of  May  the  Shannon  fell  in  with  a  privateer,  from 
which  she  received  as  an  addition  to  her  crew  22  Irish 
labourers. 

Having  recdved  no  answer  to  several  verbal  messages. 
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which  he  had  repeatedly  sent  to  fhe  captain  of  the  Chesa- 
peake, and  being  doubtful  of  their  having  been  delivered, 

Captain  liruku  resolved  upon  such  a  course  as  could  uot  fail 
oi"  conveying  liis  sentiments.  He  addressed  the  following 
manly  and  gentlemanlike  letter  to  the  Chesapeake's  cap* 
tain : — 

*'  As  the  Chesapeake  appears  now  ready  for  sea,  I 
request  you  will  do  me  the  favour  to  meet  the  Shannon 
with  her«  ship  to  ship,  to  try  the  fortune  of  our  respective 
flags.    The  bhannon  mounts  24  guns  upon  her  broadside 

and  one  liL^ht  boat-i^un  ;  18-pounders  upon  her  main-deck 
and  32-pounder  carronades  upon  her  quarter-dec^k  and 
forecastle  ;  and  is  manned  with  a  complement  of  300  men 
and  boys,  besides  30  seamen,  boys,  and  passengers,  who 
were  taken  out  of  recaptured  vessels  lately.   1  entreat  you» 
Sir,  not  to  imagine  that  I  am  urged  by  mere  personal  vanity 
to  the  wish  of  meeting  the  Chesapeake,  or  that  I  depend 
only  upon  your  personal  ambition  for  your  acceding  to  this 
hivilation.    "We  have  both  noble  moUves.    You  will  feel  it 
as  a  compliment,  if  I  say  that  the  result  of  our  meeting 
may  be  the  most  grateful  service  I  can  render  to  my  coun- 
try ;  and,  1  doubt  not,  that  you,  equally  conhdent  of  suc- 
cess, will  feel  convinced  that  it  is  only  by  repeated  tri- 
umphs in  euen  cmibais  that  your  Mttle  navy  can  now  hope 
to  console  your  country  for  the  loss  of  that  trade  it  can  no 
longer  protect.    Favour  me  with  a  speedy  reply.    We  are 
short  of  provisions  and  water,  and  cannot  stay  long  here/* 
The  above  letter  was  sent  m  by  a  discharged  prisoner, 
but  it  is  believed  never  to  have  reached  the  Chesapeake  ; 
for  shortly  after  it  had  been  dispatched,  the  Shannon  stood 
close  into  Boston  light-house,  and  hove  to  with  colours 
flying ;  and»  at  about  30  minutes  past  noon,  Captain  Broke, 
while  the  crew  were  below  at  dinner,  went  himself  to  the 
mast-head  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  Chesapeake,  and 
had  the  pleasure  to  see  that  ship  sheet  home  her  topgal- 
lant-sails, and  make  sail  out  of  the  harbour  with  a  fair 
wind.     .Vt  five  minutes  before  Ih.  i\m.,  Cape  Ann  bearing 
north- north-east,  distant  ten  or  twelve  miles,  the  Shannon 
tilk  d  and  stood  off  shore  under  her  topsails  ;  souii  after 
which  the  Chesapeake,  commanded  by  the  best  olhcer  the 
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American  navy  could  boast— Captain  James  Lawrence, 
who  had  lately  been  so  successful  in  sinking  the  Peacodc— 
rounded  Boston  light-house  under  all  safl.   The  frigate 

was  accompanied  by  a  number  of  pleasure  boats  containing 
parties  desirous  of  witnessing  the  operation  of  "  whipping" 
a  British  frigate.  The  two  frigates  continued  to  stand  out 
till  4h.  50m.,  when  the  Chesapeake  took  in  her  studding- 
sails  and  topgallant- sails,  and  sent  her  royal-yards  down. 

At  5h,  10m.,  the  Boston  light-house  hearing  west,  dis- 
tant about  18  miles,  the  Shannon  rounded  to  tmder  her 
topsails,  topgaUant-saib,  jib,  and  spanker,  with  her  head  to 
the  southward ;  and,  15  minutes  afiterwards,  the  Chesa- 
peake hauled  up  her  foresail,  and  steered  a  direct  course  for 
the  starboard  quarter  oi  the  Shanuoii.  At  the  fore  and 
mizen  mast-heads  and  in  the  main  rigging  flags  were  dis- 
played, which  it  was  vainly  hoped  would  have  the  eifect  of 
damping  the  ardour  of  the  Shannon's  crew.  At  the  fore 
was  a  large  white  flag,  bearing  the  motto,  Sailors' 
BIGHTS  AND  FBBB  TRADE,"  and  at  the  mizen,  peak,  and  in 
the  starboard  main  rigging,  the  enlightening  stars  and 
scourging  stripes  '**  were  displayed  in  SH  the  pomp  which 
can  be  conceived.  The  Shannon  afforded  to  this  display  a 
singular  coutriust.  Her  sides,  for  some  time  unacquainted 
with  a  paint-brush,  appeared  to  much  disadvantage  when 
put  m  comparison  with  the  bright  sides  of  the  Chesapeake  ; 
and,  instead  of  being  bedecked  with  flaunting  ensigns,  a 
small  union-jack  at  the  fore,  a  rusty  old  blue  ensign  at  the 
gaff-end,  and  another  on  the  niain*stay,  formed  the  only 
additions  to  her  usual  sea  equipage.  The  good  order 
which  reigned  within,  however,  was  a  matter  of  much  more 
consequence  than  the  outside  show. 

it  was  at  hrst  supposed  to  be  the  intention  of  the 
Chesapeake's  captain  to  pass  under  the  stem  of  the  Shan- 
non and  engage  to  leeward  :  but  it  is  probable  the  Hornet's 
captain  might  have  reniembered  the  advantage  he  gained 
over  the  Peacock  from  this  cause ;  he  might  also  have  had  an 


*  The  Americans  have  been  thus  pleased  to  explain  their  national 
ensign,  the  stars  to  enlighten  the  world,  and  the  stripes  to  scourge 
it/* 
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inward  dread  of  being  boarded,  and,  imder  all  the  circum- 
stances, preferred  keeping  the  weatlier  gage.  At  4Uni., 
therefore,  the  Chesapeake  gallantly  luffed  to  upon  the 
Shannon's  starboard  and  weather  quarter,  with  her  main* 
topsail  to  the  mast,  at  the  distance  of  about  50  yards,  and 
her  crew  gave  three  cheers.  The  Shaxmon's  guns  were 
loaded  in  die  following  manner :  tiie  aftermost  gun  on  the 
main-deck  contained  two  round  shot  and  a  keg  of  150 
mtisket  balls  ;  the  next  gun,  one  round  and  one  double- 

IiciMled  shot,  and  so  ou  alternately  with  every  gun  ou  the 
main-deck. 

The  captain  of  the  Shannon's  fourteenth  gun  on  the 
main«deck,  William  Mindham,  received  orders  to  fire 
as  soon  as  his  gun  would  beiur  upon  the  Chesapeake's 
second  port  from  forward;  and  this  order  he  strictly 

obeyed.  At  5h.  50m.  the  gun  was  fired,  and  the  shot  was 
observed  to  take  effect  within  a  trifle  of  the  spot  pointed 
out.  Every  gun  upon  the  broadside  was  fired  with  equal 
correctness  of  aim.  The  Chesapeake  returned  the  fire,  but 
with  much  less  effect.  At  5h.  53m.  the  Chesapeake,  from 
the  way  through  the  water  she  had  previousdy  acquired, 

gradually  forg^  ahead  of  the  Shannon,  and  to  prevent  this 
she  was  luffed  up  a  little,  to  allow  the  British  frigate  to 
maintain  her  position ;  but,  at  this  moment,  her  jib-sheet 

and  fore-topsail-tye  being  cut  by  shot,  the  Chesapeake 
flew  up  in  the  wind,  and  immediately  became  exposed  to  a 
most  gaUing  fire.  The  battle  was  from  this  moment  de- 
cided. 

Captain  Broke,  observing  some  indications  of  a  medi- 
tated escape,  at  a  little  before  6h.  ordered  the  Shannon's 
helm  a-lee,  to  grapple  with  and  board  the  Chesapeake ;  but, 
immediately  afterwards,  seeing  diat  the  latter  had  stem 
way,  and  that  she  was  paying  round  off,  he  ordered  the 
hehu  hard  a-starboard,  and  the  mizen-topsail  to  be  shivered. 
This  was  ?c:irccly  done  when  tbe  Chcsnpeake  fell  loul  of 
the  Shamion,  her  larboard  quarter  abreast  the  gangway  of 
her  antagonist.  She  then  forged  ahead  a  little ;  but  the 
spare  anchor  of  the  Shannon  entering  tiie  Chesapeake's 
i^r-port  on  the  quarter-deck,  held  her  ftst.  Captain 
Broke  immediately  ran  forward,  and,  finding  tl&at  the  Ame- 
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ricans  were  quitting  their  guns,  ordered  the  ships  to  be 
lashed  together,  and  the  boarders  to  be  called.  Wh3e  zea- 
lously endeavouring  to  perform  the  first  order,  Mr.  Stevens, 
the  boatswain,  received  some  severe  sabre  cuts,  and  was 
mortally  wounded  by  musketry;  and  Mr.  Samwell«  the 

forecastle  mate«  was  also  mortally  wounded. 

At  two  minutes  past  6h>,  Captain  Broke,  at  the  head  of 
not  more  than  20  men,  stepped  from  the  rail  of  the  waist- 
hammock  netting  to  the  muzzle  of  the  after-carronade  of 

the  Chesapeake,  and  sprang  from  thence  upon  her  quarter- 
deck. Here  not  an  officer  or  man  was  visible,  but  some 
twenty  or  thirt}^  men,  assembled  in  her  gangways,  made  a 
slight  resistance,  but  dcd  forward  upon  the  approach  of  the 
British,  They  were  pursued  with  eagerness,  but  so  great  was 
the  panic  which  had  seized  the  Americans,  that  they  tumbled 
over  one  another  in  endeavouring  to  descend  the  fore-lad- 
ders, and  some,  it  is  believed,  fled  over  tiiebows,  and  dther 
crept  in  at  the  bow-ports,  or  fell  overboard  in  the  attempt. 
The  remainder  laid  down  their  arms.  Captain  Bioke  was 
quickly  followed  by  Lieutenants  Thomas  L.Watt  and  Charles 
L.  Falldner,  and  the  main- deck  boarders.  The  former  was 
shot  through  the  foot  from  the  Chesapeake's  mizen-top,  as 
he  was  in  the  act  of  boarding.  Lieutenant  John  Law,  with 
further  reinforcements,  followed ;  and  an  attempt,  on  the 
part  of  the  Americans,  to  regain  the  quarter-deck,  failed. 

A  destructive  fire  was,  however,  still  kept  up  from  the 
main  and  mizen  tops  of  the  Chesapeake  ;  and  this  gave 
rise  to  an  act  of  great  bravciy  on  the  part  of  Mr.  William 
Smith,  midshipman,  who  w>i.s  stationed  in  the  Shannon's 
fore- top*  This  gallant  officer,  a  very  powerful  young  man, 
passing  along  the  fore-yard,  succeeded,  at  the  head  of  his 
five  men,  in  boarding  the  Chesapeake's  main-top,  and 
quickly  killed  or  drove  below  every  man  of  the  party.  Hie 
mizen-top  was  also  cleared  by  Mr.  Cosnahan,  ihe  midship- 
man stationed  in  the  Shannon's  main-top. 

In  the  meanwhile  occasional  fighting  was  carried  on  upon 
.  deck ;  but  those  on  the  forecastle  having  submitted,  Cap- 

I  tain  Broke  sent  most  of  his  party  aft,  where  some  opposi- 

tion was  still  continued.  About  a  minute  or  so  before  Mr. 
Smith's  successful  exploit,  Captain  Broke  was  in  die  act  of 

I 
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giving  orders  to  silence  the  fire  from  the  enemy's  tops, 
when  the  sentry,  who  had  been  placed  in  charge  of  the 
men  that  had  surrendered,  called  out  loudly  to  the  captain, 
who,  on  turning  round,  found  himself  attacked  by  three  of 

the  Americans.  The  dastards,  finding  that  they  were  su- 
perior in  iiuiiiber  to  the  British,  li;ul  resumed  their  arms; 
and,  as  Captain  Ijiuke  turned  round,  he  parried  the  pike, 
presented  by  the  middle  one  of  the  three,  with  his  sword, 
and  wounded  him  in  the  face,  but,  at  the  same  instant,  re- 
ceived a  violent  blow  from  the  butt-end  of  a  musket,  which 
bared  his  skull,  and  nearly  stunned  him.  The  third  man 
cut  at  the  captain  with  a  sabre,  and  brought  him  down ; 
and,  in  a  few  seconds,  he  must  have  been  killed,  when  Wil- 
liam Miiidhfim,  who  has  already  been  mentioned,  with  a  blow 
from  his  cutlass,  ielied  the  man  to  the  deck.  Two  or  three 
of  the  British  were  also  killed  or  wounded  by  the  Americans 
who  had  previously  accepted  quarter ;  and  it  cannot  cause 
surprise  U  all  concerned  in  the  proceeding  fell  before  the 
indignant  Britons  who  had  rushed  to  their  captain's  rescue* 

While  Captain  Broke  was  having  his  head  tied  up 
with  a  handkerchief,  Mindham,  loolong  aft,  pointed  to 
the  exciiuugc  ut'  colours,  which  denoted  the  Chesapeake's 
surrender.  This,  however,  was  attended  with  a  very  un- 
fortunate loPS.  Lieutenant  Watt,  having"  jirocurid 
Bnglish  ensign  from  the  Shannon,  after  hauling  down  the 
American  flag,  bent  both  on  to  the  halyards,  intending  to 
hoist  the  British  above  the  American ;  but,  the  halyards 
being  foul,  the  American  flag  became  the  uppermost.  This 
was  instantly  perceived  from  the  Shannon's  quarter-deck ; 
and,  as  the  two  ships  had  separated  a  little,  owing  to  the 
quarter- gallery  of  the  Chesaj^eake  havinp^  c^iven  way,  the 
idea  that  the  British  had  hvcii  unsuccu--fiil  occurred,  and 
the  firing  was  recommenced.  The  mistake  in  the  flags, 
being  discovered  almost  immediately,  was  of  course  recti- 
fied, and  the  Shannon's  firing  ceased,  but  not  until  Lieute- 
nant Watt  and  four  or  five  of  his  men  were  killed. 

The  Americans  had  now  entirely  fled  to  the  lower-deck ; 
but,  opening  a  fire  from  thence,  a  British  marine  was  killed, 
upon  which  Lieutenant  Falkiner  ordered  a  few  muskets  to 
be  fired  amongst  them,  and  all  further  opposition  ceased. 
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Captain  Broke  soon  afterwards  fainted  from  loss  of  blood, 
and  was  convcyud  on  hoard  the  Shannon  in  the  joUy-hoat. 
The  short  space  of  eleven  minutes  only  had  elap&ed  between 
firing  the  first  gun  and  the  boarding ;  and,  in  four  minutes 
more,  the  Chesapeake  was  the  Shannon's  prize. 

The  damages  of  the  Shannon  were  yery  trifling.  A  few 
shot  had  struck  and  passed  through  her  hull,  and  her  lower 
masts  and  shrouds  were  badly  wounded,  and  much  cut. 
Out  of  306  men  and  24  boys,  her  loss  w%is  as  follows : — 
Lieuteuaiit  Watt,  Mr.  George  Aldiiam,  purser,  Mr.  John 
Dunn,  clerk,  17  seamen  and  hoys,  and  four  marine?  killed  ; 
Captain  Broke  (severely),  the  boatswain  (mor tally j.  Air. 
John  Samwell,  master's  mate,  and  56  men  wounded.  Total : 
24  lolled  and  d9  wounded.  The  Chesapeake,  in  her  short 
action^  had  receiTed  much  damage  in  her  hull ;  two  of  her 
main-deck  guns  and  one  on  the  quarter-deck  were  disabled, 
and  much  injury  had  been  dune  to  the  slides  and  carriages 
of  others  :  her  three  lower  masts  were  very  badly  wounded, 
and  the  standing  rigging  also  was  much  cut.  Her  loss  in 
killed  and  wounded,  as  officially  reported,  was  very  severe ; 
her  fourth  lieutenant,  master,  one  lieutenant  of  marines, 
three  midshipmen,  and  41  men  were  killed ;  and  Captain 
Lawrence  and  his  first  lieutenant  (both  mortally),  second 
and  third  lieutenants,  chaplain,  five  midshipmen,  boat- 
swain (mortally),  and  95  men  wounded.  Total :  47  killed 
and  99  wuunded,  14  mortally.  The  above  does  not  include 
the  slightly  wounded ;  and  the  Chesapeake's  surgeon,  in 
a  letter  written  at  Halifax,  estimated  the  killed  and  wounded 
at  from  160  to  170. 

A  few  remarks  only  in  reference  to  this  brilliant  action 
are  necessary.  The  crew  of  tiie  Shannon  had  been  five 
years  together,  commanded  by  the  same  captain,  and  it  is 
only  doing  them  justice  to  say  that  they  were  a  gallant  and 
well- disciplined  slii])'.^  company;  but  the  mujuiity  of  the 
crew  of  the  Chesapeake  had  also  been  together  for  two 
years  and  upwards,  and,  in  point  ot  bone  and  muscle,  were 
as  fine  a  set  of  men  as  the  United  States  could  furnish. 
Eleven-twelfths  of  them  were  Americans,  so  that  a  fedrer 
opportunity  for  tr3ring  their  strength  they  ought  not  to 
have  desired,  and  dieir  defeat  was  the  result  of  the  supe- 
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riority  of  the  men  to  wiiom  they  were  opposed.    Mr.  James, 

after  most  patiently  investigating  the  armament  of  the  two 

frigates,  thus  sums  up  the  comparative  force  of  the  com- 
batants ;— 


Broadside  guns   {lbs 

Crew  (men  only)  No. 

Size   Tons 


SHANNON, 

25 
538 
306 
1>066 


CHESAPKAKE. 

25 
590 

1^35 


Proving-,  without  a  doubt,  that  whatever  superiority  in 
point  of  force  existed  was  entirely  in  favour  of  the  Ame- 
ricans.* 

The  Chesapeake,  in  charge  of  the  Shannon's  third  Heu- 
tenant,  Falkiner,  having  effected  the  necessary  repairs^  in 

company  with  her  captor  proceeded  to  Haliibx^  where  both 
arrived  on  the  6th  of  June.    They  were  here  received  with 

the  heartfelt  congratulations  and  loud  cheers  of  the  in- 
habitants and  crews  of  the  ships  lying  in  the  harbour. 
Captain  Lawrence,  in  praise  of  whose  bravery  too  much 
cannot  be  said,  died  two  days  previously  of  his  woundsj  and 
Captain  Broke,  in  the  most  precarious  state*  was  removed 
to  the  house  of  Captain  Wodehouse,  the  commissioner. 
Lieutenants  Frovo  W.  P.  Wallis  and  Charles  Leslie 
Falkiner,  were  both  most  deservedly  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  commander ;  and  the  following:  were  Bpoken  of  in  high 
terms  of  commendation  in  the  othcial  letter  :  viz.  Mr.  Henr}^ 
G.  EtouL^h,  acting  master,  Lieutenants  of  Marines  .Tames 
Johns  and  .John  Law,  and  Messieurs  William  bmith, 
Hugh  Cosnalian,  John  SamweU>  Henry  M.  Leake,  Douglas 
Clavering,  George  Ra;pmond,  and  David  Littlejohn,  mid- 
shipmen ;  Mr.  Aldham,  purser,  and  Mr.  Dunn»  clerk,  which 
two  latter  were  killed  at  the  head  of  the  small  arm  men. 


^  Some  six  or  eight  months  antecedent  to  this  battle  a  song  was 
published  in  the  Naval  Chroiiicle>  vol.  zxriii.  page  422,  which  con- 
tained the  following  prophetic  verse  : — 

**  And,  as  the  war  thcj  did  provoke, 
We'll  pay  them  with  our  cannon; 
The  first  to  do  it  will  be  Broke, 
In  the  gallant  ship  the  Shannon,** 
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Messieurs  Etough,  Smith,  and  Cosnahan  were  in  conse- 
quence promoted  to  be  lieutenants.  The  Chesapeake's 
late  capt«^in  was  buried  at  Halifax  with  all  the  honours 
which  could  be  paid  him,  and  was  followed  to  the  grave  by 
all  the  naval  captains  in  the  port. 

On  the  12th  of  June,  the  boats  of  the  d2-gun  frigate 
Narcissus,  Captain  John  R.  Lumley,  under  the  command 
of  Lieutenant  John  Cririe,  with  lieutenant  of  Marines 
Patrick  Savage,  were  sent  up  York  River  iu  the  Chesapeake, 
tu  attack  the  United  JStates  sclioniier  Surveyor,  mounting 
six  i2-pouuder  carronades,  but  having  on  board  only  IS 
men.  The  vessel  was  boarded  and  carried  in  the  face  of 
a  severe  tire  of  musketry  ;  but  the  British,  in  obtaining  this 
victory,  had  three  men  killed  and  six  wounded.  The  de- 
fence of  the  American  vessd  was  so  gallant,  that  Lieutenant 
Cririe  returned  the  American  captain  his  sword,  paying  him 
many  complhnents. 

On  the  12th  of  June,  at  daylight.  Captain  Hoste,  in  the 
38 -gun  frigate  Bacchante,  having  discovered  a  convoy 
under  the  town  of  Gela  Nova,  on  the  coast  of  Abruzza,  dis- 
patched the  boats  under  Lieutenants  bilas  T.  Hood,  Frank 
Grosthng,  and  Edward  Webb  (acting).  Lieutenants  of 
Marines  Charles  Holmes  and  William  Haig,  and  Messieurs 
William  L.  Rees,  James  Rowe,  Thomas  £•  Hoste,  Thomas 
Farewell,  Honourable  W.Waldegrave,  Thomas  W.  Langton, 
James  McKean,  and  Samuel  Richardson.  The  enemy's 
force  consisted  oi  seven  gun-boats,  mounting  each  one  long 
18-pounder  ;  three  carrying  each  a  4-pounder,  and  14  sail 
of  merchant  vessels,  mostlv  armed,  besides  which  tlie  shore 
was  lined  by  troops,  having  two  held-pieces.  As  the  boats 
advanced,  they  were  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  of  grape  and 
musketry ;  but  the  gun-boats  were  boarded  in  the  most 
gallant  manner,  and  the  marines,  having  landed,  drove  the 
troops  from  the  beach,  and  captured  the  two  field-pieces, 
which  they  destroyed.  The  British  loss  on  this  occasion 
amounted  to  two  seamen  :iiul  one  marine  killed,  and  hve 
seamen  and  one  marine  wouiided. 

On  the  11th  of  July,  the  18-gun  brigs  Contest  and 
Mohawk,  Captains  James  Rattray  and  the  Honourable 
Henry  D.  Byng,  chased  the  United  States  schooners 
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Scorpion  and  Asp,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Veocomico  River, 
and  having  anchored  olf  the  bar,  a  boat  from  each  Di  ii^^was 
sent  to  attack  them,  under  lieutenants  Roger  C.  Curry 
and  William  Hutchinson*  in  which  were  also  Messieurs 
George  Money,  John  Bradford,  and  Caleb  E.  Tozer,  mid- 
shipmen. After  a  row  of  four  miles,  the  boats  boarded  the 
Asp,  mounting  one  lono^  18-po under,  two  IS-pounder 
carronades,  and  swivels,  htiuled  close  to  the  beach,  where 
she  was  protected  by  a  large  body  of  militia.  After  a 
vigorous  resistance,  in  which  the  British  had  two  men 
killed,  and  Lieutenant  Curry  and  five  men  wounded,  the 
vessel  was  carried.  The  American  lieutenant  was  killed, 
and  nine  of  his  crew,  of  25  men,  were  either  killed  or 
wounded. 

On  the  2i)lh  of  July,  the  IS-gun  corvette  Martin,  Captain 
llumplirey  Senhouse,  having  grounded  on  Crowds  Shoal, 
Delaware  Bav,  was  attacked  by  ten  heavily  armed  American 
guu-boats.  1  i riding  that  his  carronades  would  not  reach 
the  enemy.  Captain  Senhouse,  though  despairing  of  saving 
his  vessel,  resorted  to  the  expedient  of  mounting  the  two 
long  nines  on  the  top-gallant  forecastle  and  poop,  with 
which  he  succeeded  in  keeping  the  enemy  at  bay  for  nearly 
two  hours.  At  2h.  p.m.,  the  boats  of  the  Junon  having 
arrived  to  her  assistance,  they,  with  the  Martin's  boats, 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Philip  Westphal,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  uitcick  of  the  gun-boats  ;  and,  although 
strenuously  opposed,  they  succeeded  in  boarding  and  cap- 
turing one  of  tiiem,  but  not  without  sustaining  the  loss  of 
three  men  killed  and  four  wounded.  The  remaining  vessels, 
though  of  a  very  powerful  description,  then  made  off  and 
re-entered  the  river.  The  above  action  was  witnessed  by 
hundreds  of  American  citizens,  to  wiium  it  muat  have  been 
a  mortifying  sight. 

On  the  .5th  of  August,  the  Bnti«h  14-gun  Fchoouer 
Dominica,  Lieutenant  George  W.  Barrette,  having  under 
convoy  the  Princess  Charlotte  packet,  when  off  the  southern 
coast  of  the  United  States,  fell  in  with  the  Franco- American 
privateer  schooner  Decatur,  mounting  six  12-pounder  car- 
ronades  and  one  long  18-pounder  on  a  pivot  carriage, 
commanded  by  the  notorious  Captain  Dominique  IKron, 
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The  Decatur  aflber  making  the  best  possible  use  of  her 

long  gun,  graduully  closed  frum  to  windward,  and  made 
two  attempts  to  board  ;  but  notwithstanding  her  large 
number  of  men,  they  were  on  each  occasion  repulsed. 
After  the  action  had  lasted  nearly  an  hour,  the  Decatur 
ran  her  jib*boom  through  the  main-sail  of  the  British 
schooner,  when  the  French  crew  instantly  boarded*  and  the 
British  being  overpowered  by  numbers*  but  haying  made 
a  desperate  resistance,  in  which  Lieutenant  Barretts  was 
killed,  surrendered. 

Out  of  her  57  men  and  nine  boys,  the  Dominica  had  her 
commander,  Mr.  Isaac  backer,  master,  Mr.  David  jjrown, 
purser,  Messieurs  William  Archer  and  William  Parry, 
midshipmen,  and  13  seamen  and  hojb  killed,  and  47 
wounded,  being  only  one  short  of  the  number  on  board. 
The  Decatur  commenced  the  action  with  a  crew  of  120 
men,  of  which  she  had  four  killed  and  15  wounded.  The 
packet  remained  perfectly  neutral  during  the  action,  and 
when  it  was  over,  tacked  and  stood  to  the  southward. 

The  Americans,  unable  to  contend  with  the  squadrons  of 
Great  Britain  on  the  ocean,  next  endeavoured  to  harass  the 
Canadas  by  a  naval  force  on  the  Lakes  Ontario,  Erie,  and 
Huron,  where  the  British  force  was  small,  ill  manned  and 
commanded,  and  unable  at  the  time  to  o€Per  much  resistance. 
In  October,  1812,  the  command  of  the  American  squadron 
on  the  lakes  was  given  to  Commodore  Isaac  Chauncey. 
The  squadron  then  consisted  of  six  larcre  schooners,  w  liich 
together  mounted  48  long  guns,  including  several  24  and 
32  pounders,  and  was  manned  with  500  American  seamen. 
By  the  month  of  April,  1813,  the  American  squadron  was 
increased  to  ten  vessek,  with  which  Commodore  Chauncey 
sailed  to  York,  where  a  ship  was  building  for  the  British 
sendee,  which  was  burnt  by  the  Canadians  to  prevent  her 
fieJling  into  the  enemy's  hands.  Matters  were  in  this  state, 
when,  lu  May,  Captain  Sir  James  Lucas  Yeo,  who  had  been 
appointed  to  the  command  of  the  squadron  on  the  lakes, 
arrived  at  Quebec,  having  with  him  four  commanders,  eight 
lieutenants,  24  midsiiipmen,  and  450  picked  seamen,  which 
had  been  sent  out  by  tixe  British  government.  Sir  James 
and  his  party  were  not  long  in  reaching  the  scene  of  his 
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future  command,  and  in  lcs6  than  a  month  succeeded  in 
getting  ready  for  service  two  small  ships,  one  brig,  three 
schooners,  and  some  giin-boats;  and,  after  some  unnecessary 
delay,  caused  by  the  British  oommander-in-chief,  Lieute- 
nant-Geiieral  Sir  George  Frevost,  a  landing  was  effected  at 
Sackett's  Harbour  on  the  29th  of  May,  where  one  ship  was 
burnt  on  the  stocks,  and  where  much  more  would  have  been 
etFected  had  not  Sir  George  Prevost  recalled  the  troops  at 
the  time  when  success  was  in  their  grasp. 

The  British  squadron,  in  June,  was  composed  of  the 
following  ships :  Wolfe,  23  guns  and  200  men ;  Royal 
George,  21  guns  and  175  men;  14-gun  brig  Melville,  100 
men;  14-gun  schooner  Moira»  12-gun  schooner  Sidney 
Smith,  8-gun  schooner  Beresford,  and  a  few  gun-boats ; 
making  a  total  of  six  sail,  mounting  92  guns,  of  which  two 
were  long  24-pounders,  13  long  18-pounders,  five  long  12 
and  9  pounders,  and  72  carronades  of  various  calibres,  six 
being  68-pounders ;  and  the  total  of  their  crews  717, 
including  officers.  The  American  force,  on  the  other  hand, 
according  to  their  own  confession,  was  as  follows:  14 
vessels  (one  of  which,  the  General  Pike,  was  a  ship  of  850 
tons,  and  heavily  armed),  mounting  114  heavy  long  guns, 
and  32  and  24  pounder  carronades  ;  and  most,  if  not  all, 
the  guns  on  the  uj^per  decks  of  the  vessels  were  on  pivot 
carriages,  which  rendered  them  available  on  both  biorul- 
jsidcs.  This  squadron  \vas  manned  with  1,190  ofticers  and 
men,  still  commanded  by  Commodore  Chauncey. 

On  the  8th  of  August,  while  the  American  flotilla  lay  at 
anchor  off  Niagara,  on  lake  Ontario,  the  British  squadron 
hove  in  sight.  Commodore  Chauncey  immediately  weighed 
and  stood  out  with  his  vessels  formed  in  Une  of  battle. 
Light  winds  prevented  Sir  James  Yeo  from  closing  during 
that  day,  and  in  the  night  a  heavy  squall  came  on,  by  which 
two  American  schooners  were  up«et,  and  their  crews 
perished.  On  the  9th  the  squadrons  manoeuvred  in  sight 
of  each  other,  but  nothing  decisive  occurred.  On  the 
10th,  in  the  evening,  a  fine  breeze  springing  up.  Sir  James 
Yeo  bore  up  to  the  attack.  Just,  however,  as  the  Wolfe 
was  vrithin  shot  of  the  General  Pike  and  the  Madison,  the 
Americans  bore  up,  and  made  bail  iur  Niagara,  leaviiig  tlie 
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schooners  Julia  and  Growler,  each  armed  with  a  long  12- 
pounder  on  a  pivot,  and  manned  with  crew«  of  40  men,  to 
be  captured  by  the  British.  Sir  James  Yqo,  with  bis 
prizes^  returned  to  Kingston. 

On  the  I2th  of  August,  at  6h.  30m.  a.m.,  the  18-gun 
brig  Pelican,  Captain  John  Fordyce  Maples,  anchored  in 
Cork  harbour ;  but  gaining  mtelligence  that  an  American 
brig  of  war  had  been  committing  serious  depredations  in 
the  St,  George's  channel,  the  Pelican  immediately  weighed, 
and,  in  the  teeth  of  a  strong  breeze  and  hea\7'  sea,  worked 
out  of  the  harbour  and  procceilrd  in  quest  of  the  enemy.  On 
the  13th,  at  7h.  30m.  p«m.,  while  running  to  the  eastward 
with  the  wind  from  north-west,  a  large  brig  was  discovered, 
and  near  her  a  vessel  burning.  All  sail  was  instantly 
made  in  chase,  but  during  the  night  the  stranger  was  lost 
sight  of.  On  the  14th,  at  4h.  45m.  a.m.,  the  same  brig 
was  seen  making  from  the  ship  still  burning,  which 
vessel  proved  to  be  the  United  States  20-gun  brig  Arp:us, 
Captain  William  H.  Allen.  The  Pelican  bore  up  under  a 
press  of  sail  for  the  Argus,  and  at  4h.  30m.  a.m.  the  latter, 
finding  it  impossible  to  secure  the  weather  gage,  shortened 
sail,  St.  David's  lighthouse  bearing  east,  distant  about  five 
leagues. 

At  6h.  a.m.,  the  two  brigs  having  hoisted  their  respective 

colours,  the  Argus  wore  round  and  fired  her  larboard  broad- 
side, within  grape  distance.  The  Pelican  immediately 
returned  this  fire  with  her  starboard  uuns,  by  which  in  a 
few  minutes  the  main  braces,  main  and  spring  stays,  gaff, 
and  main-trysail  mast  of  the  Argus  were  shot  away,  and 
Captain  Allen  severely  wounded.  At  6h.  14m.  the  Pelican 
bore  up  with  the  intention  of  passing  astern  of  her  antago- 
nist ;  but  the  latter  throwing  all  aback,  frustrated  the 
manoeuvre,  and  raked,  but  ineffectually,  the  Pelican.  At 
6h.  18m.,  having  shot  away  the  main-topsail- tie  and  pre- 
venter braces  of  the  Argus,  the  Pelican  bore  up  under  her 
stem,  raking  her,  and  then  ranged  up  on  lier  starboard 
quarter.  The  Argus,  by  the  vigorous  and  well-directed  fire 
of  her  opponent,  soon  had  her  wheel  ropes  shot  away,  and 
became  unmanageable ;  when  she  again  exposed  her  stem 
to  the  broadside  of  the  Pelican.   The  latter  shortly  after- 
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wards  ranged  ahead  of  the  Argus,  and  placed  herself  on  her 
starboard  bow.  The  two  brigs  having  fallen  foul  of  each 
other,  fit  (ill.  4.")m.,  Mr.  William  Youiii^,  master's  mate, 
headmg  the  Pelicaa'a  boarders^  jumped  oa  the  forecastle  of 
the  Argus,  and  soon  gained  complete  possession  of  tibe 
vessel ;  but  this  gallant  officer^  who  led  the  party*  received 
his  death- wound  from  the  foie«top  of  the  Aigus,  just  as  he 
reached  her  deck. 

The  Pehcaji's  damages  were  very  trifling  in  her  bull,  but 
her  masts  were  wounded,  and  her  sails  and  rigging  much 
cut  up.  Two  of  her  carronades  were  dismounted*  and  out 
of  a  crew  of  101  men  and  12  boys*  Mr.  Young  and  one 
seaman  were  killed,  and  Ave  men  wounded.  The  Aigus 
was  much  struck  by  shot  in  her  hull*  her  lower  masts  were 
wounded,  her  rigging  damaged,  and  several  of  her  guns 
were  disabled.  She  commenced  the  action  with  1*22  men 
and  three  boys,  of  which  six  men  were  killed,  and  her 
commander  and  17  wounded. 

The  advantage*  in  almost  every  particular,  was  on  the 
side  of  the  Pelican.  The  Argus  mounted  1 8  carronades^ 
24-pounders*  and  two  long  twelves ;  and  the  Pelican  the 
usuid  armament  of  her  class*  sixteen  32-pounder  carronadea 
and  two  long  9*pounder8 ;  notwithstanding  which*  how«» 
ever,  the  action  was  so  well  and  ably  conducted,  that  its 
result  reflects  the  highest  credit  on  Captain  Maj^le*,  Ins 

officers  und  rrew,  wliile  it  carries  with  it  no  diBgrace  to  the 
vanquished.  Captain  Maples  "wn^  promoted  to  post  rank 
on  the  23rd  of  the  same  month ;  but  the  Pehcan's  hist  Ueu* 
tenant,  Hiomas  Welsh,  appears  to  have  been  passed  over, 
probably  because  the  Pelican  was  not  a  rated  ship.  After 
suffering  amputation  of  the  left  thigh.  Captain  Allen,  the 
gallant  commander  of  the  Argus,  died  on  the  18th  of 
August,  i\t  iMill  Prison  hospital,  and  was  buried  with 
military  honours  at  Plymouth. 

On  the  5th  of  beptember,  as  the  British  H-gun  brig 
Boxer,  Captain  Samuel  Blyth,  was  lying  at  anchor  off  Pen- 
g^uin  Pointi  near  Portland,  in  the  United  States,  the  Ame- 
rican 16-gun  hrig  Enterprize,  Lieutenant  William  Burrows, 
commander,  was  disoov^ed  in  the  south-east.  At  7h.  dOm. 
the  Boxer  weighed,  leaving  her  surgeon  and  two  midship - 
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men  on  shore,  and  made  sail  towards  the  etranger.   At  1  Ih. 

oOm.  ci  breeze  springing  up  iVora  the  southward,  gave  tlic 
Enterpiize  the  weather  gage ;  and  at  2h.  30m.  p.m.,  the 
latter  having  ascertained  her  superiority  of  sailing  on  a  wind, 
bore  up  for  the  British  brig,  displaying  at  the  same  time 
three  American  ensigns,  and  firing  a  shot  of  defiance. 
At  dh.  lorn,  tiie  Bozer»  being  on  the  starboard  tack>  fired 

her  broadside,  and  immediately  received  the  fire  from  the 
larboard  guns  of  the  Enterprize,  when  within  half  pistol- 
shot.    Captain  Bl]^  was  nnfortmiately  killed  by  the 

enemy's  first  broadside,  and  the  command  devolved  on 
Lieutenant  David  McCreery.  About  the  same  time  Lieu- 
tenant Burrows,  of  the  Enterprize,  was  mortally  wounded 
by  a  musket  bail,  when  Lieutenant  McGail  succeeded  to 
the  command  of  that  brig.  The  American  brig  sailed  much 
better  than  the  Boxer,  of  which  drcumstanoe  every  ad- 
vantage was  taken  by  choomng  her  own  position,  by  which 
means  she  soon  reduced  the  British  brig  to  an  unmanage- 
able state ;  and  after  pouring  in  most  destructive  raking 
broadsides.  Lieutenant  McCreery,  finding  a  further  opposi- 
tion useless,  ordered  the  colours  to  be  hauled  down.  Out 
of  a  crew  of  GO  men  and  six  boys,  with  which  she  com- 
menced the  action,  the  Boxer  had  her  commander  and  three 
men  killed,  and  1 7  wounded ;  and  the  Enterprize,  out  of  1 20 
men  and  three  boys,  had  one  man  killed;  her  commander 
and  one  midshipman  (mortally),  and  11  men  wounded. 
The  two  vessels  were  very  much  disproportioned  in  every 
way ;  the  Boxer  uicasured  181,  auJ  the  Enterprize  24  ")  tons. 
The  one  was  a  fine  roomy  vessel,  well  manned  and  equipped, 
the  Boxer  a  mere  gun- brig,  unfit  for  any  other  purpose 
than  to  protect  a  convoy  of  coasters  from  the  attack  of  a 
French  lugger.  The  result,  therefore,  will  not  cause  any 
surprise,  aldiough  a  different  account  might  have  been  given, 
had  the  British  crew  known  better  the  use  of  their  guns. 

On  the  9th  of  September,  at  3h.  p.m.,  the  British  8-gun 
schooner  Alphea,  Lieutenant  I'homas  Wiiliarn  Jones,  coni- 
mander,  discovered  and  chased  the  French  14-gun  priva- 
teer schooner  lUnard.  The  Al])iiea,  having  closed  with 
the  enemy,  at  ih.A.M.,  on  the  10th,  commenced  a  close 
action,  wtdch  was  maintained  with  great  vigour  on  both 
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sides.  Owing  to  the  calm  and  hea^y  swell  ;it  the  time,  the 
Alphea  dropped  under  the  bo^vs  of  the  lit  iKird,  the  crew  of 
which  made  several  attempts  to  board  her,  but  were  re- 
pulsed on  each  occasion,  the  Alphea  meanwhile  keeping  up 
ayery  destructive  fiie»  which  swept  her  opponent's  deck. 
The  schooners  at  length  separated,  and  the  cannonade  was 
kept  up  as  before  until  3h.  dOm.,  when,  melancholy  to  re- 
late, the  Alphea  blew  up  with  all  her  crew,  originally  eon- 
sistini^  of  41  men  and  boys,  none  of  whom  were  saved. 
The  Kenurd,  out  of  a  crew  of  50,  had  five  men  killed,  and 
her  coimiiiinder  and  31  wounded. 

In  May,  1813,  Acting  Commander  Robert  Heriot  Bar- 
day,  one  of  the  officers  that  had  accompanied  Shr  James 

Yeo  from  England,  accepted  the  command  of  the  flotilla  on 
Lake  Erie,  which  appointment  had  been  declmed  by  Cap-* 

tain  William  II.  Alalcaster,  to  whom  it  was  previously 
offered,  on  the  Ground  of  the  bad  state  of  the  vessels.  The 
tiotilla  consisted  of  only  five  small  vessels,  wretchedly 
manned ;  but  Captain  Barclay,  with  a  few  rejected  seamen, 
proceeded  to  Amherstburg,  where  a  ship  had  been  com- 
menced  building,  to  mount  18  guns.  To  the  weak  mea- 
sures of  the  commander-ui-chicf  of  the  land  forces  were 
chiefly  attributable  the  successes  of  the  enemy,  who  were 

permitted  to  build  vessels  and  cqih]:)  them  for  service  with- 
out the  siuailest  interruption ;  and  consequently,  Capt;iin 
Barclay  found  his  paltry,  iU-manned  squadron  uppu.-fd  to 
three  tine  brigs,  each  of  about  450  tons,  six  large  schooners, 
and  a  sloop ;  all  of  which  mounted  heavy  long  guns,  £tted 
on  pivot  carriages,  to  fire  over  all,  a  method  particularly 
eligible  for  vessels  of  their  description. 

On  the  9th  of  September,  the  squadron  under  Captain 
Barclay  consisted  of  the  Detroit  (the  ship  already  named 
as  laid  down),  of  19  guns  (of  four  different  calibres,  taken 
out  of  Fort  AmherstburG'),  bearing  the  commodore's  pen- 
dant ;  Queen  Charlotte  ship,  of  1 G  carronades,  24-pounders, 
and  two  long  nines ;  brig  Hunter,  schooners  Chippeway 
and  Lady  Prevost,  and  sloop  Little-Belt.  Mr.  James  has 
furnished  the  following  comparative  statement  of  the  force 
of  the  two  squadrons 
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A  two-fold  disparity  is  here  shewn  in  weight  of  metal, 
but  in  other  respects  the  British  vessels  laboured  under  a 
still  greater  disadvantage ;  their  equipment  was  tnretched 
in  the  extreme — ^the  guns  on  board  the  Detroit  were  in  such 
a  state,  that  it  was  necessary  to  fire  a  pistol  at  tibe  touch«* 
hole  to  discharge  them !  The  crews  of  the  flotilla  amounted 
only  to  345  men,  as  follows  : — 80  Canadians,  240  soldiers, 
and  50  seamen.  Commodore  Perry's  squadron,  on  the  other 
hand,  was  manned  by  nearly  600  picked  seamen. 

Want  of  provisions  and  stores  of  every  description  ren- 
dered it  absolutely  necessary  for  Captain  Barclay  to  quit 
the  port  of  Amherstburg,  and  to  offer  battle  to  an  enemy 
with  whose  force  he  was  pretty  well  acquainted ;  and  the 
flotilla,  accordingly,  got  underway.  On  the  10th  of  Sep» 
tember,  soon  after  daylight,  the  American  squadron  Wiib  dis- 
C{)\  crcd  at  anchor  in  Put-iii  Bay,  when  the  latter  weighed, 
and  stood  out  to  meet  the  British.    At  lOh.  a.m,,  the  wind 


Digitized  by  Google 


1813.] 


THE  BRITISH  NAVY 


having  changed  to  80Uth-ea8t»  the  British  were  to  leeward, 
formed  thus  :— 

Chippeway          schooner  Master's  Mate  John  Camphell, 

Detroit   ship  ...  Commodore  Robert  H.  Barclay, 

Queen-Charlotte     „     ...  Ca])tain  Robert  Finnis, 

Hunter    brig  ...  Lieutenant  George  Bignell, 

liady-Prevost  ...  schooner  „  Edward W.Buchaii> 
Littie-Belt    sloop. 

At  llh.  45m.  the  Detroit  coiniiienced  action  with  the 
brig  Lawrence,  Commodore  Perry,  supported  by  the  schoo- 
ners Ariel  and  ScorpioQj  and,  after  an  engagement  of  two 
hours'  duration,  the  Lawrence  had  received  so  much  damage 
that  Commodore  Perry  quitted  her,  and  she  struck  her 
colours.  The  Detroit,  however,  had  but  one  boat,  which 
was  so  much  damaged  as  to  be  useless  ;  and  the  Lawrence, 
not  being  taken  possession  of,  dropped  astern  out  of  gun- 
shot, and  rehoistedher  colours. 

The  Queen-Charlotte  in  the  meantime  was  engaged  by 
the  Niagara,  also  supported  by  two  schooners,  but  at  long 
shot  distance,  where  the  carronades  of  the  British  ship  were 
whoUyinefiective*  In  a  short  time  CaptainFinnis  was  killed, 
and  his  successor.  Lieutenant  John  Stokes,  severely  wounded 
by  a  splinter.  The  Queen-Charlotte,  having  then  no  com- 
petent officer  to  take  the  command,  soon  afterwards  hauled 

down  her  colours. 

Commodore  ]\rry,  after  quittinf^  tlie  Lawrence,  repaired 
on  board  the  Niagaia,  and,  bearing  down  with  this  almost 
fresh  vessel,  took  a  raking  position  athwart  the  bows  of  the 
disabled  Detroit.  Captain  Barclay  being  severely  wounded, 
and  Lieutenant  John  Garland  mortally  wounded,  the  com- 
mand devolved  on  Lieutenant  George  Inglis,  who  fought 
the  ship  in  the  most  gallant  manner,  and  until  further  re- 
sistance would  only  have  been  a  wanton  sacrifice  of  the 
brave  men  under  his  command,  when  the  colours  of  the 
Detroit  were  hauled  down.  The  Himter  and  Lady-Prevost 
surrendered  at  about  the  same  time ;  and  the  Chippeway  and 
Little-Belt  were  soon  afterwards  overtaken  and  captured. 
The  British  loss  amounted  to  Captain  Finnis,  Lieutenant 
Garland,  lieutenant  (4  Ist  Newfoundland  regiment)  Samuel 
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Qardner,  and  38  men  killed ;  and  Captain  Barclay  (in  his 

remaining  arm).  Lieutenants  Stokes,  Buchan,  and  Francis 
Roulette,  Air.  ,John  Ai.  Hoffmeister,  purser.  Messieurs  J. 
Campbell  and  Henry  Gateshill,  master's  mates,  and  James 
Foster,  midshipman,  and  85  men  wounded.  The  American 
loss  was  reported  by  Commodore  Perry  at  27  killed  and  96 
wounded^  die  principal  part  of  which  occonred  on  board 
the  Lawrence. 

The  Americans,  witti  tiheir  usual  bombast,  lauded  the 
victory  of  Commodore  Perry  in  the  most  absurd  degree  ?  the 
facts  driven,  however,  are  indisputable,  and  Rear-Admiral 
Edwtud  J.  Foote,  president  of  the  court-martial  which  as- 
sembled to  try  Captain  Barclay  and  his  officers  and  crews  for 
the  loss  of  the  Lake  Erie  tlotiiia,  passed  a  very  handsome 
compliment  on  then-  gaUantry  and  great  exertions,  attri- 
butittg  their  failure  to  the  defectiveness  of  the  vessels  and 
want  of  seamen  to  man  them«  Captain  Barclay  was  con- 
firmed in  his  rank  of  oonmiander  on  the  19th  of  November 
following,  but  did  not  obtain  post  rank  until  1 824. 

At  daylight  on  the  13th  of  October,  the  12-gun  schooner 
Telegraph,  Lieutenant  Timothy  Scriven,  commander,  being 
off  the  entrance  of  Bayonne  River,  discovered  the  French 
1 6-gun  brig  Flibustier,  lying  becahaed  under  the  land*  At 
this  time  the  1 8-gun  brig  Challenger  and  gun-brig  Con- 
stant were  six  or  eight  miles  distant  in  the  offing.  Fa- 
voured by  a  light  breeze,  the  Telegraph  approached  the 
Flibustier,  which  had  anchored  under  the  distant  protection 
of  a  battery.  At  6h.  45m.  p.m.  the  Telegraph  opened  her 
lire  from  a  raking  position  ahead,  which  was  returned  by 
the  brio:  with  such  guns  as  could  he  broucrht  to  bear.  At 
7h.,  hnding  that  the  tw^o  brigs  in  the  oihug  w  ere  rapidly 
approaching.  Lieutenant  Daniel,  commander  of  the  Flibus- 
tier, set  her  on  fire,  and  the  crew  took  to  their  boats.  The 
Telegraph  shortly  afterwards  ceased  firing,  and  sent  her 
boats  to  endeavour  to  save  the  vessel ;  but  the  brig  blew  up 
at  8h.  10m.  The  Telegraph  met  with  no  loss.  Lieute- 
nant Scriven  was  proiauted  to  the  rank  ut  commander,  uud 
continued  in  command  of  the  Telegraph. 

On  the  14th  of  October,  Captain  William  Mounsey,  in 
the  36-guu  frigate  Furieuse,  observed  in  the  fort  of  Mari- 
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nello,  about  six  miles  from  Civita-Vecchia,  a  convoy  of  19 
vessels,  protected  by  two  gun-boats,  a  fort  of  two  a;\m<,  a 
fortiiied  tower,  and  a  casde.  A  division  of  seamen  and 
marines*  under  Lieutenants  Walter  Croker  and  William 
Lester*  and  Lieutenants  of  Marines  James  Whylock  and 
William  Davis,  landed  and  stormed  the  fort  on  the  land 
side.  The  Furieuse  attacked  the  battery,  which  was  speed- 
ily destroyed ;  but  the  Frciieh  troops,  having  retreated  to 
the  castle,  kept  up  from  thence  a  galling  fire  of  musketry 
from  loop-hole^,  notwithstanding  which,  16  vessel ■=  were 

captured,  two  of  which  were  sunk*  but  the  remaining  four- 
teen, deeply  laden,  were  brought  out.  On  the  part  of  the 
British*  two  men  were  killed  and  ten  wounded. 

On  the  18th  of  October,  the  18-gnn  brig  Scylla*  Cap- 
tain Colin  Macdonald,  in  latitude  47*  30'  north,  longitude 
9°  18'  west,  fell  in  with  the  Franco- Batavian  40-gun  fri- 
gate Weser,  Captain  Cantz-Laar,  which,  in  a  heavy  gHlc  of 
wind  off  the  Western  Isles,  had  a  few  days  previous  I}-  lost 
her  main  and  mizen  masts.  After  hailing  her  several  times, 
the  Scyllareceived  a  broadside  from  the  frigate,  upon  which 
she  made  sail  ahead*  the  boisterous  state  of  the  weather 
rendering  an  attack  difficult.  On  the  19th*  the  18*gun 
brig  Royalist,  Captsdn  J.  J.  Gordon  Bremer,  joined  com- 
pany and  engaged  the  Weser,  but  wnithout  effect;  these 
t\^'o  brigs,  however,  continued  to  haras?  the  enemy  until 
the  21st,  wlien  the  74-gunsiiip  Rippon,  Captain  Sir  Chris- 
topher Cole,  joined  company,  upon  which  the  Weser  surren* 
dmd»  The  Scylla  had  two  seamen  wounded ;  and  the 
Royalist  two  mea  killed,  and  her  first  lieutenant*  James 
Waring,  Mr.  William  Wilson*  the  master,  and  seven  men 
wounded.   The  Weser  lost  four  men  in  killed*  and  had  15 

wounded. 

On  the  21 8t,  the  Weser's  consort,  40-gun  frigate  Trave, 
Captain  Van  Muren,  also  dismasted,  was  fallen  in  with  by 
the  British  IG-gun  brig  Achates*  Gaptam  Isaac  H.  MQrri- 
son*  which  gallantly  engaged  her :  but,  finding  the  enemy 
too  strong,  the  Achates  hauled  off,  and*  in  the  night*  lost 
sight  of  her.  On  the  28rd*  the  Trave  was  overtaken  and 
captured,  after  a  short  action,  by  the  86-gun  fingate  Andro- 
mache, Captain  George  Tobin.    The  losss  ou  the  part  of 
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the  latter  amounted  to  one  seaman  killed*  and  her  cap- 
tain* three  officers  (one  mortally),  and  24  men  wonndcMi* 
lieutenant  Thomas  Dickinson  (first)»  of  the  Andromache, 

and  one  seaman  were  wounded,  the  former  severely.  I'he 
two  prizes,  being  new  frigates,  were  added  to  the  Britisii 
navy. 

On  the  9th  of  October,  at  8h.  30m.  a.m.,  the  Thunder 
bomb.  Captain  Watkin  O.  Pell,  on  her  way  from  Spithead 
to  Woolwich,  observing  a  large  armed  lugger  to  windward, 
hauled  in  for  the  land,  in  the  hope  of  decoying  her  down. 
The  stranger,  which  was  the  16- gun  lugger  privateer  Nep- 
tune, of  Diinkerqiie,  having  on  board  a  crew  of  65  mtii, 
taking  the  1  hunder  for  a  merchant  ship,  bore  up,  and,  at 
lOh.  30m.  P.M.,  arriving  within  hail,  ordered  the  Thunder 
to  heave  to  and  surrender.  The  Neptune  then  put  her 
helm  up  to  lay  the  Thunder  on  board,  and  just  as  the  lat- 
ter had  put  her  helm  down  and  Hred  her  four  carronades 
and  a  vollqr  of  musketry,  the  lugger  fell  on  board.  A 
party  of  British  instantly  jumped  on  the  privateer's  deck, 
and,  after  a  short  resistance,  gained  entire  possession.  The 
Thunder  had  only  two  men  wounded,  aud  the  Neptune 
four  killed  and  ten  wounded. 

On  the  1st  of  November,  the  Ifi-gunbrig  Snap,  Captain 
William  B.  Dashwood,  being  oft*  St.  Vallery,  fell  in  with 
five  French  luggers.  At  9h.  a.m.  the  Snap  bore  up  in 
chase  of  the  two  leewardmost,  and,  after  ten  minutes'  ac- 
tion, captured  the  privateer  Lion,  of  Boulogne,  mounting 
16  guns,  with  a  crew  of  69  men,  four  of  whom  were  killed 
and  six  wounded.    The  Snap  did  not  sus^taiii  any  loss. 

On  the  9th  of  November,  the  boats  of  the  British  fri- 
gate Undaunted,  Captain  Thomas  Ussher,  commanded  by  • 
lieutenant  Thomas  Hastings,  assisted  by  Lieutenant  of 
Marines  Harry  Hunt,  and  the  boats  of  the  brig  Guadaloupe 
under  Lieutenant  Oeorge  Hurst  and  Mr*  Alexander  Lewis, 
the  master,  landed  at  Port  Nouvelle,  and  stormed  and  car- 
ried the  batteries  in  a  very  gallant  manner.  Two  vessels 
were  captured  and  five  destroyed,  and  this  service  was  exe- 
cuted without  any  loss  to  the  British. 

On  the  26th  of  November,  the  boats  of  the  74-iz'un 
ship  Swiftsure,  Captain  Edward  S.  Dickson,  under  the  or- 
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ders  of  Lieutenant  William  Smith  (♦),  were  dispatched  in 
pursuit  of  the  French  privateer  schooner  Charlemagne,  of 
eight  guns  and  93  men.  The  schooner  was  overtaken  and 
boarded  in  llie  fece  of  a  heavy  iBre,  and  instantly  carried* 

though  not  without  the  heavy  loss  of  Mr.  Joseph  Dous^las, 
midshipman,  and  four  men  killed ;  and  Lieutenants  Rose 
H.  Fuller  and  John  Harvey  (the  latter  mortally),  Lieute- 
nant of  Marines  James  H.  Thompson,  Mr.  Field,  midship- 
man«  and  eleven  seamen  wounded. 
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1814. 


On  the  Sth  of  January*  at  10h»  a.m.*  being  off  San  Anto- 
nio, one  of  the  Cape-de-^Verd  Uanda,  the  British  18- 

pounder  38-gun  frigates  Niger  and  Tagus,  Captains  Peter 
Rainier  and  Philip  Pi]>on,  got  sight  of  the  French  40-gun 
frigate  Cer^s,  Captain  le  Baron  de  Bono^ainville,  when  both 
British  irigates  proceeded  in  chase,  witii  a  light  breeze  from 
the  eastward.  At  Uh.  f.m«  the  Niger,  having  gained  in 
the  chase*  fired  her  bow  guns,  which,  at  Ih.  dOm.  a.k.  on 
the  6th*  the  C^s  retained  from  her  stem  chasers.  At 
8h.  15m.  the  OsrH  took  in  her  studding-sails,  and  hauled 
to  the  wind  on  the  starboard  tack,  and  soon  afterwards  the 
Tagus,  haviug  passed  the  Niger,  arrived  within  gun-shot  of 
the  Cer^s,  and  commenced  firing.  A  running  fidit  wa<? 
maintained  between  the  Tagus  and  Cer^s  until  9h.  30m., 
when  the  French  frigate*  having  lost  her  main-topmast,  and 
the  Niger  again  arriving  up  to  take  part  m  the  action, 
surrendered.  No  loss  was  sustained  on  either  side*  and 
only  one  man  was  wounded.  The  prize  was  added  to  the 
British  navy  by  the  name  of  Seine. 

On  the  5tli  of  January,  after  ten  days*  cannonading,  the 
fortress  of  Cattaro,  in  the  Adriatic,  surrendered  to  the  SB- 
gun  frigate  Bacchante,  Captain  William  Hoste,  and  18-gim 
brig  Saracen*  Captain  John  Harper.  The  British  loss  on 
this  occasion  was  comparatively  small ;  one  seaman  was 
killed*  and  lieutenant  of  Marines  William  Haig  slightly 
wounded.  Captain  Hoste  wrote  in  terms  of  the  warmest 
praise  respecting  lieutenants  John  Hancock,  Charles  R. 
Milbourne,  and  William  L.  Rees,  Mr.  btepLen  Vale,  the 
master  of  the  Bacchante*  and  others. 
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On  the  16th  of  January,  at  7h.  a.m.,  while  cruizing  off 
the  Canary  Isles,  the  French  40-gun  frigates  Ii)hig^nie  and 
Alcmene.  Captains  Emeric  and  Vilieneuve,  fell  in  with  the 
}4-giiii  ship  Venerable,  Captain  James  A.  Worth,  bearing 
the  flag  of  Rear-Admiral  Philip  C.  C.  H.  Durham,  in 
company  with  the  22-gun  ship  Cyane,  Captain  Thomas 
Forrest,  and  prize  brig  Jason  (pierced  for  14  guns,  but 
having  only  two  mounted,  and  a  ])rize  crew  oi  22  men), 
commanded  by  Lieutenant  Thomus  Moffat.  The  British 
ships  immediately  hauled  to  the  wind  m  chase,  which  con- 
tinued until  6h.  15m.  p.m.,  when  the  Venerable  having 
arrived  within  hail  of  the  leewardmost  frigate,  the  Alcm^e 
opened  her  fire.  Meditating  a  bold  manoeuvre,  the  frigate, 
putting  her  hehn  up,  ran  the  Venerable  on  bcmrd,  expect- 
ing to  be  seconded  by  her  consort,  in  accordance  with  a 
previous  arrangement.  The  Iphigenie,  however,  hauled 
sharp  up,  leaving  the  Alcmene  to  her  fate,  when  Cnptaiu 
Worth,  at  the  head  of  a  party  of  men,  immediately  boarded, 
and  at  6h.  30m.  hauled  down  the  French  colours.  The 
Alcm^e,  out  of  319  men  and  boys,  had  30  killed  and  50 
officers  and  men  wounded,  indudiuig  among  the  latter  her 
captain. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  Cyane  and  Jason  proceeded  in  chase 
of  the  Iphigenie,  and  at  IGh.  p.m.,  the  Jason  having  out- 
nin  the  Cyano,  sfaUantly  commenced  firing  her  only  tw^o 

guns  at  the  frigate.     At  12h.  45m.  the  C'yane  also  closed, 

and  commenced  firing  her  bow  chasers,  and  continued  to  fire 
occasionally  until  4h.  30m.  a.m.,  when  having  discharged 
three  broadsides  at  the  Iphigenie,  the  Cyane  dropped 
astern. 

The  pursuit  continued  duringthe  17th,  18th,  and  19th,but 

on  the  20th,  the  Venerable,  which  had  gained  sight  of  the 
chase  the  ])receding  evening,  succeeded  in  getting  within 
two  miles  of  the  French  frigate.  After  a  running  fight, 
at  8h.  A.M.  the  Tphig^nie  fired  her  broadside,  and  struck 
her  colours.  Neither  ship  sustained  any  loss.  The  two 
frigates  were  added  to  the  British  navy,  in  which  they  were 
named  the  Oloire  and  Ounira. 

On  the  18th  of  January,  at  4h.  a.u.,  in  latitude  24^  north, 
longitude  53°  west,  the  French  40-gun  frigates  Etoile  and 
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Rultane,  Captains  Phillibert  and  Thouars,  fell  in  with  the 
British  24 -pounder  40-gun  frigate  Severn,  Captain  Joseph 
Nourse,  then  steering  nearly  before  the  wind,  haying  in 
charge  a  convoy  from  England.  The  Severn^  having  ascer- 
tained that  the  strangers  were  enemies,  made  all  sail  away, 
ordering  the  convoy  to  disperse*  At  noon  the  Severn  lost 
sight  of  the  convoy,  and  commenced  firing  her  stern  f^^uns. 
After  pursuing  the  Severn  till  the  moraingof  the  19th,  the 
French  frip^ates  relinquished  the  chase,  and  pruceeding  to 
the  Cape  de  Verds,  anchored  at  Mayo. 

On  the  23rd  of  January,  at  9h.  55m.  a.m.,  the  British 
IS-pounder  36-gun  frigates  Creole  and  Astrea,  Captains 
George  Charles  Mackenzie  and  John  Eveleigh,  discovered, 
over  a  point  of  land*  the  mast-heads  of  the  two  f^rench  fii- 
gates  above  named.  Not  finding  theur  signals  answered, 
the  British  frigates,  at  llh.  SOm.  a.m.,  wore  and  stood  in 
tV)r  the  iinchorage.  At  noon  the  Etoile  and  Sultane,  distant 
little  more  than  a  mile  from  the  British,  weighed  and  made 
sail  on  the  larboard  tack  (wind  north-east),  followed  by  the 
Creole  and  Astrea.  Soon  afterwards  the  latter,  in  a  heavy 
squall,  split  her  three  topsails. 

At  Ih.  P.M.  the  Creole,  which  ship  had  for  some  time  been 
firing  her  bow  guns,  ranged  up  on  the  starboard  beam  of 
the  Sultane,  and  received  the  French  ship's  broadside.  The 
Astrea,  also  bearing  up,  passed  under  the  stem  of  the 
Sultane,  opened  her  fire,  and  then  gallantly  lulleti  up  be- 
tween the  latter  and  the  Creole.  At  2h.  15m.  p.m.,  finding 
the  Creole  not  attcmptaig  it,  the  Astrea  made  sail,  and  stood 
on  to  engage  the  Etoile,  then  lying  about  half  a  mile  ahead, 
with  her  mizen^topsail  aback,  leaving  the  Cr^le  to  engage 
the  Sultane.  At  2h.  30m.  the  mizen-mast  of  the  Sultane 
was  shot  away,  and  the  action  continued  between  these 
two  ships  until  3h.  p.m.,  when  the  Cr^le  having  her 
masts  badly  wounded  and  her  standing  and  running  rigging 
much  cut,  put  her  helm  up  and  quitted  the  contest,  steering 
for  St.  Jago. 

At  2h.  30m.  the  Astrea  got  alongside  of  the  Etoile  to 
leeward,  and  shooting  ahead,  the  British  ^gate  luffed  up 
and  raked  her  antagonist ;  but  at  this  moment  having  her 
wheel  shot  away,  she  paid  round  off.   The  Etoile,  taking 


Digitized  by  Google 


1814.] 


THE  BRITISH  NAVY 


advantage  of  this  circumstance,  wore  and  passed  dose 
astern  of  the  Astrea,  pouring  in  a  heavy  and  destructive  fire, 
cutting  her  rigging  to  pieces,  and  ripping  up  her  decks  in 
all  directions.   The  two  ships  then  became  closely  engaged 

yard-arm  and  yard-arm,  and  in  a  few  minutes  Captain 
Eveleigh  fell  mortally  wounded,  and  was  carried  below. 
Lieutenant  John  liulford  then  succeeded  to  the  command, 
and  continued  the  action  with  great  gallantry.  At  3h. 
10m,,  when  the  Creole  had  withdrawn  from  the  contest  in 
the  manner  already  described,  the  Sultane  made  sail  to  the 
assistance  of  the  Btoile,  and  at  3h.  30m.  passed  to  leeward 
of,  and  raked  the  Astrea  with  great  effect. 

The  Sultane  shortly  afterwards  bore  up  before  the  wind, 
soon  after  which  her  main-topmast  went  over  the  side. 
The  Astrea  and  Etoile  then  continued  a?  before  closely 
engaged,  and  at  3h.  50m.  the  mizen-mast  of  the  former 
went  by  the  board.  Nothing  saved  the  Astrea  from 
capture  but  the  forbearance  of  her  eiiemies ;  for  just  as 
the  victory  was  within  reach,  the  Etoile  bore  up  to  rejoin 
her  consort.  The  Astrea,  having  partly  refitted,  stood  to* 
wards  St.  J  ago  to  search  for  the  Creole,  which  at  about 
Gh.  P.M.  she  joined  in  Porto  Praya  Bay. 

The  Creole,  out  of  284  men  and  boys,  had  one  master's 
mate, seven  i?eamen,and  two  marines  killed,  and  26  wounded. 
The  Astrea,  besides  her  gallant  captain,  had  eight  men  killed 
and  87  wounded,  four  dangerously  and  11  severely.  The 
loss  on  board  the  two  French  frigates  amounted  to  40 
killed  and  60  wounded. 

On  the  2nd  of  February,  at  8h.  p.m.,  in  latitude  36^  41' 
north,  longitude  22^  1 1'  west,  the  56  (razeed  74)  gun  ship 
Majestic,  Caj)tuin  John  Hayes,  came  in  sight  of,  and  chased 
the  United  States  20- gun  corvette  Wasp.  At  daylight  on 
the  3rd,  when  distant  about  four  miles  from  the  Wasp,  four 
sail  were  seen,  which  proved  to  be  the  French  40-gun 
frigates  Atalante  and  Terpsichore,  and  a  Spanish  20-gun 
ship  and  merchant  brig,  their  prizes.  At  8h.  30m.  A.M.Cap« 
tain  Hayes,  bemg  in  doubt  as  to  whether  the  strangers  were 
American  44-gun  frigates,  as  they  had  no  colours  hoisted 
and  did  not  answer  his  private  signal,  the  Majestic  hauled 
to  the  wiud  on  the  lax  board  tack,  but  at  lOli.  bore  up  in 
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chase.  At  llh.  SOm.  the  enemy's  ships  formed  in  line 
ahead,  with  the  prizes  to  windward;  but  at  llh.  45m. 
bore  up  under  all  sail,  their  prizes  separating  and  making 

off  to  the  eastward.  At  f.M.  the  Majestic,  going 
at  the  rate  of  10  knots^  oommenoed  firing  her  bow  guns 
with  great  effect,  and  after  a  running  fight  of  nearly 
two  hoars'  duration,  the  Terpsichore  hauled  down  her 

colours,  but  did  not  shorten  sail  until  a  few  more  shots 
from  the  Majestic  compelled  her  to  do  so.  The  wind  in 
the  meanwhile  had  increased  so  much,  that  it  was  with 
difficulty  i)art  of  the  prisoners  could  be  removed  ;  and  as 
it  was  considered  necessary  for  the  Majestic  to  remain  by 
the  prize,  the  Atalante  escaped.  The  Terpsichore,  out  of 
320  men  and  boys,  had  three  men  killed  and  ax  wounded, 
but  the  Majestic  had  no  one  injured*  The  armament  of 
the  Majestic  was  as  follows :  main  deck,  28  long  32- 
pounders  :  upper  deck,  the  same  number  of  42-pounder 
carronades.  Shi])s  of  her  description  were  usually  termed 
double-bauked  frigates. 

On  the  3rd  of  February,  a  French  squadron,  under  Kear- 
Admiral  KeijuUen,  consisting  of  three  sail  of  the  line  and 
three  frigates,  was  chased  into  Toulon  by  the  British  fleet, 
commanded  by  Vice-Admiral  Sir  Edward  Pellew.  The  98* 
gun  ship  Boyne,  Captain  George  Burlton  (but  closely 
follow^ed  by  Sir  Edward  Pellew  in  the  Caledonia),  was  the 
only  British  ship  able  to  get  near  enough  to  effect  much ; 
and  this  ship  gallantly  enga2;ed  the  enemy,  and  in  en- 
deavouring to  cut  off  the  74 -gun  ship  Romulus  was  in  great 
danger  of  getting  on  shore.  After  a  very  spirited  action 
with  the  French  ship,  and  being  also  fired  at  &t)m  numerous 
batteries,  the  Boyne  was  obliged  to  give  up  the  pursuit. 
The  Boyne's  mizen-topsail  yard  was  shot  away,  and  the 
ship  much  shot  in  the  hull  and  spars.  Mr.  Gteorge  Terry, 
midshipman,  and  one  t^cinnan  were  killed;  and  Mr.  Saunders, 
midshipman,  and  39  men  wounded.  The  Romulus  had 
70  men  killed  and  wounded,  and  the  French  frigate  Adrienne 
eleven  men  wounded. 

Since  the  early  part  of  February,  and  during  the  month 
of  March,  the  United  States  32-gun  frigate  £mz.  Captain 
David  Porter,  and  the  20-gun  armed  ship  Essex-Junior 
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(previously  the  Atlantic,  Brltisli  whaler),  were  blockaded  in 
Valpaxaiso  by  the  British  lb -pounder  fri^te 
Phoebe,  Captain  Jame?^  Hillyar,  and  24 -gun  ^hip  Cherub, 
Captain  Tiiomas  Tudor  Tucker.  On  the  28th  of  March, 
in  a  heavy  squall,  the  Essex  drove  out  to  sea,  when  she  was 
compelled  to  engage  the  British  ships,  and  after  much 
clever  manceuvring  on  both  sides,  in  the  course  of  which 
the  American  frigate  endeavoured  to  run  ashore,  the  Essex 
hauled  down  her  colours  and  the  numerous  motto  flags 
which  had  been  displayed  on  the  oc  riision.  About  forty  of 
her  crew  escaped  to  the  sliore ;  inany  perij?hed  in  the  at- 
tempt, and  others  were  preserved  by  the  British  boats. 
Specie  to  the  amount  of  £11,000,  taken  out  of  the  British 
packet  Norton,  had  been  removed  to  the  shore  some  time 
previous  to  the  capture  of  the  Essex. 

The  Phoebe  had  her  masts,  sails,  and  rigging  cut,  and 
seven  32-pound  shot  had  struck  her  near  the  water  Hne. 
Out  of  a  crew  of  300  men  and  buys,  her  first  lieutenant 
(WilliaTTi  Ingram)  and  three  secimen  were  killed,  and  seven 
wounded.  The  Cherub  also  received  damage  to  her  sails  and 
rigging,  and  her  loss  amounted  to  one  marine  killed ;  and 
CSaptain  Tucker,  severely,  and  two  men  slightly  wounded. 
The  Essex  commenced  tiie  action  with  265  men  and  boys, 
of  which  number  24  were  killed,  and  45  wounded,  llie 
Phoebe  measured  926  tons,  and  mounted  the  usual  42  guns 
of  her  chiss  ;  and  the  Chcruh  18  carronadcs,  32-pouiider8, 
on  her  main-deck,  and  six  18-pounder  carronades  and  two 
long  sixes  on  her  quarter-deck  and  forecastle.  Tlie  Essex 
was  of  807  tons,  and  mounted  24  carronades,  32-pounders^ 
on  the  main-deck,  and  sixteen  d2-pounders  and  four  long 
twebes  on  the  quarter-deck  and  forecasde.  Total:  46 
guns.  Lieutenant  Pearson,  who,  in  charge  of  the  Essex 
and  accompanied  by  the  Phoebe,  arrived  at  Plymouth  on 
the  13th  of  November,  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  com- 
mander. 

On  the  23th  of  February,  in  the  forenoon,  in  latitude  47* 
40^  north,  longitude  9"^  30'  west,  the  British  24-pouiider 
88-gun  frigate  Eurotas,  Captain  John  Phillimore,  being  on 
a  wind  (about  south-west)  on  the  larboard  tack,  came  in 
sight  of  to  leeward,  and  immediately  bore  up  in  chase  of» 
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the  Frencli  40-guii  frigate  Clorinde.  At  4h.  p.m.  the 
wind  sliiftcd  to  north-west  and  fell  coii:*iderably,  but  the 
iifUrotas  coutinued  to  gain  in  the  chase.  The  Eurotas  hav- 
ing arrived  within  four  miles  of  the  Clorinde,  the  latter 
took  in  her  studding-sails,  and  endeavoured  to  haul  across 
the  bows  of  the  British  ship,  which  hastened  on  the  action. 
At  4h.  50m.  the  Eurotas  fired  a  shot  and  hoisted  her  co- 
lours, as  did  also  the  Clorinde.  At  5h.,  the  Eurotas,  being 
on  the  weather  quarter  of  the  Clorinde,  bore  up  and  passed 
under  her  stern,  and,  after  discharging  the  larboard  broad- 
side, luffed  alongside  of  her  anta2:onist.  The  action  was 
maintained  with  great  fury  for  about  twenty  minutes, 
when  the  Eurotas  having  fore-reached  upon  her  opponent, 
her  mizen-mast  was  shot  away  by  the  board,  and  nearly 
at  the  same  time  the  fore-topmast  of  tiie  Clorinde  came 
down. 

At  Gh.  20ni.,  the  Eurotas  having  lost  her  maiii-mast, 
tlie  enemy's  frigate  began  to  shoot  ahead  ;  but  when  a  little 
on  the  weather  bow  of  the  British  frigate  the  Clorinde  fell 
off,  either  accidentaiiy  or  by  design,  and  crossed  her  bows'. 
The  Eurotas  then  with  difficulty  hoisted  her  jib,  and  endea- 
voured to  lay  the  Clorinde  on  board,  but  without  success. 
The  combatants  were,  however,  soon  again  abreast  each 
other,  and  the  action  was  renewed  in  aU  its  fury.  Shortly 
afterwards  the  main  and  mizen  masts  of  the  Clorinde  fell, 
the  head  of  her  fore-mast  being  ahcady  .^hot  iiway  ;  but  in 
the  meanwhile,  the  Eurotas  having  been  totally  dismasted, 
the  Clorinde,  whose  fore-yard  was  still  across,  was  enabled 
with  the  remains  of  her  fore-sail  to  get  beyond  the  range 
of  her  enemy's  ^uns. 

Captain  Phillimore,  who,  since  the  early  part  of  the  ac- 
tion, had  been  severely  wounded  by  a  grape-shot  in  the 
shoulder,  now  consented  to  go  below,  and  Lieutenant  Ro- 
bert Smith  succeeded  to  the  command.  The  boat's  masts 
were  then  ste})ped  on  the  booms,  and  the  sails  set  to  keep 
the  ship's  head  towards  the  enemy,  and  great  exertions 
were  made  to  clear  away  the  wreck,  and  erect  jury-masts. 

At  6h.  15m.  A.M.,  on  the  26th,  the  Eurotas  had  got  up 
three  effective  jury-masts,  and  was  gradually  gaimng  on 
the  Clorinde,  then  distant  about  five  miles ;  but  at  8h,  30m. 


Digitizeu  Lj  vjQOgle 


1814.] 


THE  BAITI8H  NATT 


461 


another  frigate  hove  in  sight,  and  as  this  ship  did  not  answer 
the  private  'signal,  although  kept  flying  half  an  hour,  she 
was  conjectured  to  be  an  enemy.  The  Enrotas,  therefore, 
roundi  tl  to  imtil  lOh.  a.m.,  when,  observing  the  stranger 
hoist  English  colours  and  fire  a  gun,  the  Eurotas  resumed 
her  course,  going  six  knots  -with  a  northerly  breeze,  and 
which  in  a  short  time  would  have  brought  her  alongside 
the  Clorinde,  that  ship  being  in  the  same  dismasted  state 
as  oii  the  previous  evening. 

The  stranger,  which  proved  to  be  the  18-2>uuiider  3G- 
gun  frigate  Drvad,  Captain  Edward  Galwev,  having  closed 
the  Clorinde,  that  ship,  displaying  French  colours  aft  and 
English  colours  forward,  sent  a  boat  to  the  Dryad  to  propose 
tenns  of  capitulation.  These  were  of  course  refused ;  and, 
at  Ih.  36m.  p.iff.,  the  Dryad,  taking  her  station  on  the 
Clorinde's  quarter,  fired  a  shot  into  her,  when  the  PVench 
irlLiDtc  luiuied  down  her  colours.  At  this  time  the  Eurotas 
was  not  more  than  three  or  four  miles  to  windward,  and 
the  Achates  about  the  same  distance  to  leeward.  Out  of 
329  men,  the  Eurotas  had  Messieurs  Jeremiah  bpuridng, 
Charles  Greenway,  and  John  T,  Vaughan  (midshipmen), 
13  seamen,  four  marines,  and  one  boy  killed;  and  Captain 
PhiQimore  (very  severely  by  a  canister  shot).  Lieutenant  of 
Marines  Henry  Foord,  Mr.  John  R.  Brigstock  (midship- 
man), 30  seamen,  and  six  marines  wounded.  Total :  21 
killed  and  39  wounded.  The  Clorinde,  commanded  by 
Captain  I^agarde,  out  of  344  men  and  boys,  had  30  killed 
and  40  wounded.  She  was  added  to  the  British  navy 
under  the  name  of  Aurora.  Lieutenant  Smith  was  de« 
servedly  promoted  to  the  rank  of  commander. 

In  reviewing  the  merits  of  this  action,  Mr.  James  places 
great  stress  upon  the  alleged  superiority  of  the  armament  of 
the  Eurotas  over  the  1 8 -pounders  of  her  opponent.  The 
proof,  however,  of  the  goodness  of  any  invention  can  only  be 
established  by  time,  and  a  trial  under  every  variety  of  con- 
flicting circumstances.  The  Congreve  guns,  with  which  the 
main-deck  of  the  Eurotas  was  armed,  will  soon  cease  to 
have  existence  in  the  British  navy,  which  affords  a  hit  pre- 
sumption  that  they  do  not  possess  the  good  qualities  attri- 
buted to  them ;  in&ct,  the  vast  superiority  of  long  guns  of 
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proper  weight  over  every  other  deecriptioii  of  ordnance  has 

been  so  far  alluwed  by  competent  judges,  that  they,  in  the 
present  enlightened  age  of  gunnery,  are  exclusively  em- 
ployed in  every  class  of  vei^sel  which  will  bear  them.  An 
ofiicer  on  board  the  Eurotas  thus  describes  the  performance 
of  the  Congreve  guns :  They  were  light  guns  to  work,  but 
so  lively*  that  the  allowance  of  powder  was  very  soon  obliged 
to  be  reduced  one-third,  and  subsequently  one-half.  Alwut 
an  hour  and  a  half  after  the  commencement  of  the  action 
one  of  them  made  a  jump,  and  actually  touched  the  beams 
of  the  forecastle  deck  ;  in  fact,  it  wan  no  hot  that  we  were 
obliged  to  disvo/iiinue  usmg  it" 

On  the  12th  of  March,  at  2h.  p.m.,  in  latitude  43®  15' 
north,  longitude  10°  56'  west,  the  British  18-gun  brig 
Frimiose,  Captain  Charles  O.  R.  Phillott*  chased  a  sail  to 
leeward,  which  proved  to  be  the  King's  packet  brig  Marl- 
borough, Mr.  John  Bull,  commander,  bound  to  Lisbon* 
Taking  the  Primrose  for  an  American  privateer,  the  Marl- 
borough made  sail  horn  her,  at  the  same  time  hoisting  the 
private  sis^al,  but  which,  from  the  smtillncss  of  the  flags  em- 
ployed, could  not  be  distinguished.  After  it  became  dark 
the  packet  made  the  night  signal,  but  it  also  was  not  un- 
derstood* At  7h.  55m.  the  Marlborough  opened  fire  from 
her  stem  chasers,  which  damaged  the  rigging  of  the  Prim- 
rose ;  but  at  8h.  15m.  the  latter  ranged  up  on  the  packet's 
larboard  quarter,  and  hailed  twice.  No  other  answer  was  re- 
tin  IK  d  tlian  the  xMarIborough*s  broadside,  by  which  Mr.  An- 
diew Leech,  the  master,  and  two  mm  were  severely, and  three 
slightly,  wounded  on  board  the  Prinnose.  The  Primrose 
returned  the  tire  as  her  guns  bore,  and  endeavoured  to  lay 
the  packet  on  board ;  but,  from  the  loss  of  her  head-braces, 
was  unable  to  carry  this  design  into  effect,  and  droj^ied 
astern.  Having  repaired  her  damages,  tiie  Primrose  again 
made  sail  and  re-opened  her  Are,  when,  in  answer  to  a 
third  hail,  Captain  Phillott  learnt  the  true  character  of 
his  opponent.  The  Marlborough,  at  the  conclusion  of  this 
unfortunate  but  gallantly  conducted  affair,  had  three  feet 
water  in  her  hold,  and  her  masts  and  rigging  mjured.  Her 
loss  amounted  to  Adjutant  Andrews,  of  the  60th  regiment, 
and  another  passenger,  killed ;  and  her  master  and  nine 
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men  wounded.  The  total  loss  sustained  by  the  Primrose 
was  one  seamun  killed,  and  the  master  (dangx.Tuasly),  Mr. 

Peter  Belcheri  master's  mate  (severely),  and  12  men 

wounded. 

On  the  2nd  of  April,  the  24«»gun  ahip  Porcupine,  Cap- 
tain John  Goode,  at  anchor  above  Pouillac,  in  the  river 

Gironde,  dispatched  the  boats  under  Lieutenant  Robert  G. 
Dunlop  after  a  French  Hotilla,  which  ran  on  shore  under 
the  protection  of  a  body  of  troops.  Lieutenant  Dunlop, 
having  dispersed  the  troops,  brought  off  a  brig,  six  gun- 
boats, a  schooner,  and  an  imperial  barge.  The  loss  in 
this  very  dashing  affair  amounted  to  two  seamen  missing, 
and  14  wounded. 

On  the  evening  of  the  6th  of  April,  the  74-giin  ship 
Centaur,  Captain  John  C.  White,  joined  the  Egmont, 
Rear- Admiral  Penrose,  in  the  Gironde,  with  a  view  to  the 
destruction  of  the  74-irnn  shi])  Kegulus,  three  brigs,  and 
some  other  vessels;  but  during  the  nigiit  the  enemy  set  fire 
to  the  Frencli  ships,  which  were  totally  destroyed. 

On  the  '26th  of  March,  at  9h.  A.M.,  the  French  40-gan 
frigates  Sultane  andEtoile  (the  former  under  jury-topmasts 

and  mizen»mast),  whose  actions  with  the  Astrea  and  Creole 
have  already  been  related,  being  about  12  leches  from  the 

Isle  of  Bas,  steering  for  St.  Malo,  iu  thick  weather,  w  ith  the 
wind  at  south-west,  fell  in  with  the  38-gun  frif/atc  Hebrus, 
Captain  Fjdmnnd  Palmer,  and  1  f> -gun  brig  Sparrow,  Ca]>t  a  in, 

Francis  i^.  Loch.  The  Sparrow  was  so  close  upon  the 
frigates  as  to  receive  several  shot  in  crossmg  them,  by 
wUch  her  master  was  killed  and  one  seaman  wounded,  be* 
sides  sustaining  some  damage  to  her  rigging  and  sails. 
The  Hebrus,  in  passing  to  windward  of  tibe  frigates,  ex- 
changed broadsides  with  them,  and  at  9h.  40m.  the  74- 
gun  ship  Hamiibal,  Captain  Sir  Michael  Seymour,  was 
seen,  as  the  fog  cleared  up,  coming  down  under  a  press  of 
sail.  At  lib.  the  wind  shifted  and  blew  strong  from  the 
northward,  upon  which  the  Sultane,  being  now  to  leeward, 
hauled  up,  east- by-north,  pursued  by  the  Hannibal,  while 
the  £toile  continued  her  course  before  the  wind,  followed 
by  the  Hebrus  and  Sparrow.  At  2h.  p.m.  the  Hebrus  lost 
sight  of  the  Hannibid,  and  at  5h.  of  the  Sparrow.  The 
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Etoile  then  hauled  up  eafit^by^north,  and  at  midnight 
reached  the  Race  of  Aldemey,  'when,  the  wind  coming 
easterly,  the  Hebrus  took  in  her  studding-sails.  At 

Ih.  45m.  A.M.  the  Etoile  rounded  Pointe  Joboinu-,  almost 
within  wiish  of  the  breakers,  and  opened  her  fire,  \vliich 
was  quickly  returned  by  tlie  Hebrus  as  she  ran  lunkr 
the  stem  of  the  Etoile  to  get  between  that  ship  and  tlie 
shore.  The  Hebrus  passed  her  so  closely  that  her  jib- 
boom  was  over  the  French  ship's  tafirail,  and  the  land 
within  musket-shot  of  the  starboard  beam.  It  falling  calm 
about  this  time»  the  two  ships  remained  nearly  stationary 
during  the  remainder  of  the  action,  which  lasted  till  4h., 
when  the  Etoile,  having  lost  her  mizen-mast,  ceased  firing, 
and  hailed  to  say  that  she  had  struck.  It  then  became 
necessary  to  get  beyond  the  reach  of  a  battery,  which 
continued  to  annoy  both  ships ;  but  the  tide  fortunately  set 
them  round  Pointe  Jobourg,  and  at  7h.  a.m.  the  Hebrus 
and  prize  anchored  about  five  miles  from  the  shore  in  Vau- 
ville  Bay. 

The  Hebrus  was  much  damaged,  and  had  several  guns 

disinounted ;  out  of  a  crew  of  284  men  and  boys,  Mr.  P. 
A.  Crawley,  midshipman,  and  12  seamen  were  killed ;  and 
20  seamen,  two  marines,  and  three  boys  wounded.  The 
Etoile's  hull  was  much  shattered ;  and,  out  of  ^25  men 
and  boys,  40  were  killed  and  73  wounded,  including  among 
the  latter  some  who  had  not  recovered  from  their  wounds 
received  in  the  previous  action.  The  Etoile  mounted  28 
long  18-pounders  on  her  main-deck,  and  14  carronades  24* 
pounders  luid  two  long  eights  on  the  quarter-deck  and 
forecastle.  1'he  Hebrus  had  two  gims  less  on  the  main- 
deck;  but  her  carronades  were  32-} )!)unders.  Lieutenant 
Hobert  M.  Jackson  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  commander. 
The  services  rendered  during  the  action  by  Captain  William 
Sargent,  a  passenger  on  board  the  Hebrus,  is  handsomely 
acknowledged  in  Captain  Palmer's  official  letter. 

The  Hannibal  soon  overtook  the  Sultane*  which,  after 
firing  her  broadside,  surrendered  at  about  4h.  30m.  p.m.  of 
the  26th.  The  t^'o  frigates  were  added  tci  the  Brllioli  navy, 
the  Sultane  under  the  same  name,  but  the  liitoile  became 
the  Topaze. 
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On  thiR  7tfa  of  Aprils  a  diviBion  of  boats,  contaming  136 
men,  from  a  British  squadron,  under  Captain  tlie  Honour*^ 

able  ITiomas  B.  Capel,  of  the  74-guii  slap  Hoc^ue,  with  the 

Endymion  and  Maidstone  frigates,  and  14-j2;uii  brig  iioxcr, 
were  seut  to  attempt  the  capture  of  some  vessels  in  the 
mer  Connecticut*  near  Pettipague  Point.  The  officers  em- 
ployed on  this  service  were  Captain  Bichard  Coote  of  the 
Boxer,  lieutenant  Henry  Pyne,  and  lieutenant  of  Ma- 
rines Walter  O.  Uoyd.  On  the  8th,  after  a  skirmish  witli 
the  Americans,  27  vessels  were  destroyed,  together  with  a 
quantity  of  naval  stores.  In  the  evening"  the  boats  returned, 
hu\  inn-  sustained  a  loss  of  two  men  killed  and  with  two 
wounded.  For  his  skill  and  gallantry.  Captain  Coote  ob- 
tained post  rank,  and  Lieutenant  Pyne  was  made  a  com- 
mander. 

On  the  20th  of  April,  the  36-gun  frigate  Orpheus,  Cap- 
tain Hugh  Pigot,  having  in  company  the  12 -gun  schooner 
Shelbume,  lieutenant  David  H  u}h  ,  fell  in  with  and  cap- 
tured, in  latitude  24°  north,  longitude  82^  west,  the  United 
States  18-gun  corvette  Frolic,  Master  Commaiidaut  Joseph 
Bainhridge.  The  prize  measured  540  tons,  and  was  added 
to  the  British  navy  as  a  22-gun  ship,  and  renamed  the 
Florida. 

On  the  29th  ot  April,  the  British  18-gun  brig  Epervier, 
Captain  Richard  Walter  Wales,  having  sailed  from  the 
Havana  on  the  26th,  with  1 1 8,000  dollars  on  board,  and 

being,  at  7h.  30m.  a.m.,  in  latitude  27°  47'  north,  longi- 
tude 80°  11'  west,  came  in  sight  of  the  United  States  18- 
gun  corvette  Peacock,  Captain  Lewis  Warrington,  then 
bearing  south-west,  wind  being  east- soutli- east. 

On  the  23rd  of  February,  the  Epervier,  off  Cape  babie, 
had  captured,  without  opposition,  the  American  16-gun 
privateer  brig  Alfred,  manned  with  a  crew  of  108  men. 
On  his  way  with  the  prize  to  Halifax,  Captain  Wales  dis- 
covered that  a  portion  of  his  ovm  crew  were  conspiring 
with  the  late  crew  of  the  Alfred  to  rise  upon  the  British 
officers,  and  to  carry  one  or  both  of  the  vessels  to  tin 
United  States.  I'he  Epervier  and  prize,  howevt  r,  reached 
Halifax,  where  Captain  Wales  represented  to  the  senior 
pfficer  at  that  port  his  doubts  respecting  the  crew;  but  it 
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appeals  die  fieurtft  were  not  oooaideired  euch  as  to  wammt  a 
trial*  and,  as  men  were  scarce^  a  lemoval  was  not  thought 

advisable.    Captain  Wales,  therefore,  was  on  the  point  of 

meeting  a  formidable  enemy  when,  at  the  same  time,  his 
confidence  in  his  own  men  wa.^  <zreatly  weakened,  and 
the  sequel  proved  that  his  suspicious  were  but  too  well 
grounded. 

At  9h.  A.M.  the  Epervier  came  round  on  the  larboard 
tack,  in  order  to  keep  between  two  merchant  vessels  under 
her  convoy;  and  the  Peacock,  favoured  by  a  change  of 
wind  to  the  southward,  then  rapidly  closed  the  'Rperner. 

At  lOh.  the  Peacock,  decorated  with  numtrous  fla^s  and 
ensigns,  being  within  half  gun-shot  and  nearly  aliead  of 
the  Epervier,  the  latter  bore  up  until  close  upon  the  lar- 
board bow  of  the  Peacock,  then,  lulling  up,  she  crossed 
the  Peacock's  bows,  firing  her  starboard  broadside,  lliree 
of  the  Epcrvier's  guns  were  dismounted  by  the  first  dis- 
charge, the  fighting-bolts  giving  way ;  but  these  were  soon 
repliused,  and,  having  tacked  and  ehortened  sail,  the  Eper- 
vier became  closely  engaged  with  the  Peacock,  both  ves- 
i^els  a  few  points  froiii  the  wind  on  the  starboard  tack,  the 
Epervier  being  to  windward.  The  continual  discharge  of 
langridire  and  bar  rnid  ^tar  shot  from  the  Peacock,  in  a  short 
time,  nearly  unrigged  the  Epervier,  and  cut  her  sails  into 
ribands ;  but  just  as  a  well-directed  fire  firom  the  British 
vessel  had  knocked  away  her  enemy's  fore-yard,  several  of 
her  carronades  upet  from  the  breaking  of  the  fighting- 
bolts,  which  acddents  were  constantly  occurring  during  the 
action.  To  add  to  these  disasters,  the  main-boom  of  the 
British  brig  was  cut  in  two,  and,  faUing  ii])on  the  wheel, 
the  Epervier,  became  unmanageable  and  bru ached  to  ;  hut 
the  Peacock,  having  much  head- way,  was  able  to  fire  only  a 
few  shot  with  effect. 

Soon  afterwards,  the  main-topmast  of  the  Epervier  was 
shot  away,  after  which  the  Peacock's  fire  was  directed  at 
her  hull,  which  quickly  disabled  every  remaining  gun  but 
one  of  her  larboivd  broadside.  An  attempt  was  then  con* 
templated  to  wear  the  Epervier,  so  as  to  oppose  her  star- 
board broadside  to  the  enemy,  but  this  was  found  imprac- 
ticable without  falling  on  board  the  Peacock;  and,  as  a 
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large  proportion  of  the  crew  of  the  Epervier  evinced  a  very 
great  distaste  for  such  a  measure.  Captain  Wales  had 
no  alternative  but  to  surrender  the  brig.  The  colours 
oi  the  Epervier  were,  therefore,  hauled  down  at 
the  action  having  lasted  an  hour,  but  during  much  of 
which  the  chief  part  of  the  firing  had  been  confined  to  the 
Peacock. 

Besides  the  damages  already  spedfied,  most  of  the  lower 

rigging  of  the  Epervier  was  shot  away,  and  her  foremast 
was  left  in  so  tottering  a  state  that  the  calm  state  of  the 
weather  alone  saved  it  from  falUng.  Her  hull  was  shot  in 
every  direction,  and  she  had  five  feet  water  in  the  hold.  Her 
loss,  out  of  a  crew  of  102  men  (including  a  passenger)  and 
16  boys,  amounted  to  eight  killed,  and  her  first  lieutenant 
(John  Haekett)  and  14  men  severely  and  slightly  wounded. 
Lieuteaant  Haekett  had  his  left  arm  shattered  about  the 
middle  of  the  action,  and  was  also  severely  wounded  in  the 
hip  by  a  splinter ;  but  it  was  with  ditiiculty  that  tiiis  gallant 
officer  could  be  persuaded  to  allow  himself  to  be  carried 
below.  The  damages  received  by  the  Peacock  were  very 
slight;  and,  out  of  a  picked  crew  of  185  seamen,  only  two 
were  wounded. 

Mr.  James  states*  that  at  the  time  the  Epervier  en- 
gaged the  Peacock,  only  three  men  in  a  watch,  exclusively 
of  the  petty  officers,  were  able  to  take  helm  or  lead,  and 
two  of  her  men  were  each  70  years  of  age  !  She  Had  some 
blacks,  several  foreigners,  lots  of  disaffected,  and  few  even 
of  ordinary  stature;  in  short,  the  crew  of  the  Epervier 
was  a  disgrace  to  the  deck  of  a  British  man-of-war.''  If 
this  be  correct,  we  cannot  feel  surprise  at  their  conspiring 
with  the  Alfred's  crew ;  it  is  from  such  trash  only  that  mu- 
tinous ideas  emanate.  Captain  Wales  and  his  officers  were 
tried  and  honourably  acquitted. 

On  the  31st  of  March,  the  allied  powers  entered  Paris, 
and,  the  preliminary  treaty  agreed  to,  put  a  temporary  stop 
to  the  war  in  Europe.  Louis  XV III.  landed  at  Calais  from 
Dover  on  the  same  day  ;  and,  on  the  28th  of  April,  Napo- 
leon, after  signing  his  abdication  at  Fontainebleau,  em. 
barked  on  board  the  38-gun  frigate  Undaunted,  Captain 
Thomas  Ussher,  to  be  conveyed  to  Elba. 

2  H  2 
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Hie  ymr  vitii  America,  however,  oontinued  to  be  carried 

on  with  great  spirit.  After  much  exertion  on  hoih  sides 
the  rival  squadrons  on  the  lakes  consisted  of  the  foUowing ; 

BRITISH. 

Tons  n^^g  2 1-pouiidera . .  .28  main-deck. 

Pri»«B^.  M10..W.^jg  » 

L   »»  32    ff         22  tf 

Total  58 

{mediinn  24 24  main-deck. 
~    ^ "  I  «par.deck. 

.  32  „         14  „ 

Total ...  42 

The  former,  ^ich  was  commanded  by  Captain  Richard 
Ji  L.  O'Connor,  and  bore  the  broad  pendant  of  Commo- 
dore James  L.  Yeo,  had  a  crew  of  485  men  and  boys,  and 
the  latter  of  315.  Besides  the  above,  there  was  the  Nia- 
gara (late  Royal- George),  mounting  two  long  18-pounders, 
and  Montreal  (late  Wolife),  of  four  32-pounder  carronades. 
Brigs  Charwell  and  Magnet  (late  schooners  Maria  and  Sid- 
nejr-Smidi),  and  schooners  Star  and  Netley  (late  MdriUe 
and  Beresford),  all  armed  as  before. 

The  Americans  possessed  the  62-gun  ship  Superior,  of 
near  1,600  tons,  mounting  on  her  main-deck  30  medium 
32-pounders,  and  two  long-  24-pounders  and  30  carronades 
42-pounders  on  the  spar-deck,  with  a  crew  of  550  men . 
Two  brigs,  the  Jones  and  Jefferson,  each  mounting  22 
carronades  42-pounders,  and  a  long  24>poimder  on  a  pivot 
carriage,  and  16-gun  brig  Sylph, 

On  the  5th  of  May,  Sir  James  Yeo,  in  the  Prinoe-Re« 
gent,  with  the  Princess-Charlotte,  Montreal,  Niagara,  Char- 
well,  Star,  Magnet — Captains  WiUiam  H.  Mulcaster,  Ste- 
phen Popham,  Francis  B.  Spilshury,  Alexander  Dobbs, 
Charles  Anthony,  and  Henr\"  T.  B.  Collier — havingr  on 
board  1,100  troops,  under  Lieutenant- Q-eneralDrummond, 
arrived  off  Oswego,  on  Lake  Ontario.  Captain  Collier*  in 
the  Magnet,  having  reoonnoitied  the  enemy's?  d^ences* 
preparations  were  made  to  attack  them;  bat  a  heavy 
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gale  readered  it  necessary  tor  the  squadroa  to  gain  an 
o&ng. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th,  the  squadron  again  stood  in. 
and  erery  thing  being  in  readiness,  the  boats,  with  a  divi- 
sion of  200  seamen,  armed  with  pikes,  under  Captain  Mul- 
caster,  400  marines  under  Major  Malcolm,  and  140  troops, 

the  whole  under  Lieutenant-Ct)loiiC'l  Fischer,  pushed  off  in 
the  boats  of  the  squadron.  Under  cover  of  the  fire  of  the 
Star  and  Char  well,  the  whole  landed  in  o^ood  order,  although 
exposed  to  a  continual  discharge  of  grape  from  the  bat* 
teries,  and  of  musketry  from  500  regulars  and  miUtia 
stationed  on  the  brow  of  a  hill.  Ascending  the  eminence, 
notwithstanding  a  destructive  fire  from  the  fort,  and  from 
American  riflemen  on  the  fianks  (but  the  latter  were  soon 
attacked  and  dispersed  by  the  Glengarry  light  infantry,  and 
two  companies  of  De  Watteville's  rejriment,  under  Captain 
De  Berry),  the  seamen  succeeded  in  driving:  JOO  Americans 
into  the  woods,  and  afterwards,  mounting  the  ramparts  in 
gallant  style,  in  a  few  minutes  gained  possession  of  the 
fort,  iieutenants  John  Hewett  and  James  Laurie,  of  the 
marines,  were  among  the  first  to  enter  the  fort,  and  the 
fiirmer,  with  praiseworthy  gallantry,  climbed  die  flag-staff 
in  the  face  of  the  American  riflemen,  and,  tearing  down 
the  colours  wiiich  were  nailed  to  it,  replaced  them  with 
British. 

Owing  to  the  shoalnes«  of  the  water,  the  two  large  ships 
could  not  get  near  enough  to  participate,  but  the  Mon* 
treal,  Niairara,  and  smaller  vessels  were  closely  engaged 
with  the  batteries,  by  which  the  former  was  several  times 
set  on  fire  and  was  much  damaged. 

The  loss  sustained  in  this  brilliant  affair  amounted  to  ' 
Captain  of  Maruaes  William  Holtaway  and  14  men  killed ; 
and  Captains  Mulcaster  (dangerously)  and  Pophaia,  Lieu- 
tenant Charles  W.  G.  Griffin,  Mr.  John  Richardson  (mas- 
ter of  the  Muntreal),  Lieutenant  of  Marines  John  Hewett, 
one  captain,  and  one  lieutenant  of  De  Watteville's  regi-> 
ment,  and  58  men  wounded.  The  Americans  acknow* 
ledged  to  a  loss  of  six  killed  and  38  wounded,  and  25  miss- 
ing, but  the  British  made  60  (!)  prisoners.  Three  schooners, 
seven  heavy  long  guns,  a  large  quantity  of  ordnance  and 
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naval  stores,  and  2,400  barrels  of  provisions  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  captors,  and  three  24-pounders,  four  smaller 
gnns,  one  «chooner,  the  barracks,  and  all  other  public 
buildings  were  destroyed. 

By  the  capture  of  a  boat  from  Oswego,  containing  naval 
fttoces.  Sir  James  Yeo  gained  intelligence  that  eighteen 
other  boats,  similarly  laden,  were  lying  in  Sandy  Greek, 
watching  an  opportunity  to  enter  Sackett's  Harbour; 
and,  accordingly,  on  the  30th  of  May,  he  dispatched  Cap- 
tains Popham  and  Spilsbury,  with  180  seamen  and  marines, 
for  the  purpojse  of  cutting  them  out.  On  arriving  within 
a  short  distance  of  the  enemy.  Lieutenants  Thomas  S.  Cox 
and  Patrick  McVeagh,  with  the  marines,  landed,  one  on 
each  bank  of  the  river,  the  latter  being  accompanied  by 
lieutenant  Brown  with  the  cohom  and  small-am  party* 
They  were,  however,  attacked  by  a  party  of  150  riflemen, 
200  Indians,  and  a  large  body  erf  mflilia  and  cavalry, 
which  were  lying  in  ambusli,  and,  after  a  noble  resistance, 
the  British  were  overpowered  and  made  prisoners.  Their 
loss  araoniitcd  to  Mr.  Hoare,  master's  mate,  and  18  men 
killed,  and  50  dangerously  and  badly  wounded,  including 
Lieutenants  Con  and  McVeagh.  Had  it  not  been  for  the 
generous  exertions  of  Major  Appling,  the  greater  part,  if 
not  the  whole,  of  the  British  would  have  fidlen  sacrifices  to 
their  savage  enemies. 

On  the  I4th  of  June,  the  boats  of  the  74-gun  ship  Su- 
perb, Captain  the  Hoiiourable  Charles  Paget,  were  sent 
away  under  the  orders  of  Lieutenant  James  Garland,  ton;n- 
ther  with  two  boats  of  the  Primrose,  Captain  George  Hil- 
ton, to  endeavour  to  effect  the  destruction  of  some  ships 
and  vessels  at  Wareham,  a  town  situated  at  the  head  of 
Buzzard's  Bay,  or  River,  in  the  state  of  Connectiout.  The 
intricacy  of  the  navigation  rendered  the  nndertaking  one 
of  ?rreat  difficulty,  but,  notwithstanding.  Lieutenant  Gar- 
land  completely  succeeded  iu  his  object,  without  nicurring 
tlie  slightest  loss.  The  vessels  destroyed  by  him  measured 
in  the  arrirregate  2,522  tons,  and  he  also  burnt  down  a 
large  cotton  manufactory,  valued  at  half  a  million  of  dollars. 
In  order  to  secure  his  retreat  during  daylight,  uninter- 
rupted by  a  large  body  of  militia  assembliii^  on  the  banks 
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of  a  narrow  stream  through  which  he  had  to  pass,  Lieu- 
tenant Garland  used  the  precaution  of  securing  some  of  the 
principal  inhabitants  of  the  place«  whom  he  carried  wiUi 
him  as  hostages  for  the  observance  of  a  truce  until  he  was 
beyond  the  reach  of  harm.  This  measure  had  the  desired 
effect,  and  the  hostages  were  rclanded  at  the  first  conve- 
nient spot. 

On  the  98th  of  June,  at  dayliDrht,  in  latitude  48°  3G' 
north,  longitude  IV  15'  west,  the  British  IS-gun  brig  Rein- 
deer, Captain  William  Manners,  bore  up  before  a  light 
breeze  from  north-east,  in  chase  of  the  United  States  18- 
gan  corvette  Wasp,  Captain  Johnston  Blakeley.  At  Sb, 
15m.  P.M.,  being  within  musket-sboton  the  starboard  and 
weather  quarter  of  the  American  corvette,  the  Reindeer 
opened  a  tire  from  a  12-pounder  carronade,  mounted  on  her 
forecastle;  and  at  3h.  26ia,  the  Wasp  luffed  across  the 
Reindeer's  bows,  firing  her  starboard  guns  in  suceesj^iuu. 
The  Reindeer  then  ranged  up  on  the  larboard  beam  of  the 
enemy,  and  a  spirited  cannonade  commenced,  which  conti- 
nued until  St.,  when,  in  consequence  of  her  unmanageable 
state,  the  Reindeer  fell  foul  of  the  Wasp,  her  bow  coming  in 
contact  with  the  enemy's  larboard  quarter,  and  in  this  posi- 
tion became  exposed  to  a  dcstmctn  c  raking  fire.  Captain 
Manners,  who  liad  been  badly  wounded  in  the  calves  of  the 
legs  at  the  commencement  of  the  action,  nobly  n  fu^^ed 
to  quit  the  deck,  but  continued  at  his  station  encouraging 
his  crew  by  his  heroic  example.  Shortly  afterwards  a 
canister-shot  passed  through  both  his  thighs,  and  he  fell 
on  his  knees,  but  quickl}  sprang  up  again,  and,  although 
bleeding  profusely,  still  refused  to  go  below.  By  this  time 
the  grape  and  musketry  from  the  Wasp  had  caused  such 
dreadful  slaughter,  that  Captain  Manners  detcrmiucd  on 
an  attempt  to  board  his  opponent,  and,  calling  to  his  crew 
to  follow  him,  was  in  the  act  of  ascending  the  main- rigging 
of  the  Reindeer  with  that  design,  when  two  musket- balls 
from  the  main-top  of  the  Wasp  penetrated  his  skull,  and 
came  out  beneath  his  chin«  Placing  one  hand  on  his  fore- 
head, and  with  the  other  convulsiTely  brandishing  his 
sword,  he  exclaimed,  "  Oh,  Grod     and  dropped  Itfeless 
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on  his  own  deck  !*   At  4h.  the  American  crew  rushed  in 

a  body  on  board  the  Reindeer,  and  carried  her  without  fur- 
ther resistance. 

The  hull  of  the  Reindeer  was  literally  cut  to  pieces,  and 
all  her  masts  were  in  a  tottering  state.  Out  of  98  men 
and  20  boys,  with  which  she  commenced  the  action^  her 
commander,  Mr*  JohnT.  Barton,  purser,  and  23  men  were 
killed ;  and  her  only  lieutenant,  Thomas  Ciiambers,  Mr, 
Matthew  Mitchell,  master's  mate,  Mr.  Henry  Hardiman, 
midshipman,  her  boatswain,  and  37  men  wounded.  Total : 
•25  killed  and  42  wounded.  The  crew  of  the  Wasp  num- 
bered 173  men,  of  which  she  hml  eleven  killed  and  15 
wounded.  The  Reindeer  was  destroyed  by  the  captors, 
and  the  Wasp  arrived  at  L' Orient  on  the  8th  to  reht. 

•*  This  may  be  pronounced,'*  very  justly  remarks  Mu 
James,  "  one  of  the  best  fought  sloop  actions  of  the  war. 
The  British  crew  had  long  served  together,  and  Captain 
Manners  was  the  idol  and  delight  of  bis  men.  They 
were  called  the  pride  of  Plymouth.  Gallant  souls !  they 
wanted  but  as  many  hke  themselves  as  would  have  brought 
liiem  in  number  within  a  fourth  of  their  opponents, 
and  the  Americans  would  have  had  to  rue  the  day  that  the 
Wasp  encountered  the  Reindeer."  To  describe  the  actual 
disparity  of  force  of  the  British  IS-gun  brig  Reindeer  and 
American  18-gun  corvette  Wasp,  we  have  only  to  refer  our 
readers  to  the  preceding  sloop  actions. 

On  the  12th  of  July,  the  4-g:un  cutter  Landrail,  Lienie- 
nant  ilobert  D.  Lancaster,  wlwn  crossing  the  Channel,  fell 
in  with  and  engao:ed  the  American  privateer  schooner 
Syren,  monntin"-  one  loner  18-pounder  on  a  pivot  carriage, 
four  long  6 -pounders,  and  two  i8-pounder  carronades,  and 


*  Mr.  James,  in  deBcribing  the  oondiiet  of  Captdii  Manners,  in- 
dulges bis  readers  with  the  fc^owing  wdl-meant,  and  not  inappropriate 
qnotatioii  from  Glover: — 

"  To  live  with  fame 
The  gods  allow  to  many ;  but  to  die 
With  equal  lustre  is  n  blessing  Heaven 
Selects  from  all  the  choicest  boons  of  fate. 
And  with  a  sparing  hand  on  few  bestows." 
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manned  with  a  numerous  crew.  The  action  lasted  two 
hours,  at  the  ezjniation  of  which  the  Landrail,  being  in  a 
shattered  and  unmanageable  state*  and  with  seven  out  of 
her  erew  of  19  men  and  boys  wounded,  surrendered. 

A  very  gaUant  exploit  was  performed  on  the  lakes,  on 
the  night  of  the  12th  of  August,  by  Captain  Alexander 
Dobbs.  The  American  schooners  Ohio,  Somers,  and  Por- 
cupine were  :?lutioned  close  to  Fort  Erie,  then  in  the  occu- 
pation ot  the  Americans,  and  Captain  Dobbs,  who,  in  com* 
mand  of  the  Charwell,  in  the  Niagara  River,  was  co-ope- 
rating with  the  land  forces  under  Lieutenant-Gteneral 
Drummond,  conceived  the  plan  of  attacking  them.  In 
order  to  put  this  in  execution.  Captain  Dobbs  caused  his 
gig  to  be  carried  across  from  Queenstown  to  Frenchman's 
Creek,  a  distance  of  20  iiiiles,  when,  by  the  aid  of  a  party 
of  Cmuulian  militia,  he  succeeded  in  conveying  five  bcit- 
teaux  a  distance  of  eight  miles  to  Lake  Krie.  The  whole 
British  party  numbered  only  75,  but  these  succeeded  in 
getting  alongside  of,  and  in  carrying,  sword  in  hand,  two 
of  the  schooners — ^the  Ohio  and  Somers.  Captain  Dobbs 
was  assisted  in  his  hardy  enterprise  by  Lieutenant  Cople* 
stone  Radcliffe  (who  was  unfortunately  killed),  and  Mes- 
sieurs John  Grindred  and  Hyde,  mates  of  the  Star  and 
Charwoll.  Besides  Lieutenant  Radcliffe,  one  man  was 
killed  and  four  wounded  ;  and  the  American?  had  one  killed 
and  seven  wounded.  Tlie  third  schooner  would  in  all  proba- 
bility have  shared  the  fate  of  her  consorts,  but  the  cables 
of  the  two  captured  vessels  haying  been  cut,  they  drifted 
past  the  Porcupine,  among  the  rapids.  Captain  Dobbs  was 
wounded  a  few  days  afterwards  in  an  unsuccessful  attack 
upon  Fort  Erie  in  conjunction  with  General  Drummond. 

On  the  30th  of  August,  Captain  Sir  Peter  Parker,  at 
the  head  of  a  party  of  104  seamen  and  marines,  landed  from 
the  38-gun  frigate  Menelaus,  then  at  anchor  offMooi*fields, 
in  Chesapeake  Bay,  and  proceeded  to  the  attack  of  a  band 
of  American  volunteers^  under  Colonel  Read,  which  was 
drawn  up  in  line,  and  flanked  by  some  pieces  of  artillery. 
The  British  advanced  gallantly*  and«  having  fired,  charged 
and  drove  the  enemy  through  their  camp  into  the  woods^ 
and  continued  to  follow  them  until  the  bntve  Sir  Peter  Par- 
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ker,  Mr.  John  T.  Sandes,  midshipman,  and  12  men  were 

killed,  and  27  wounded,  including  among  the  latter  Lieu* 
tenants  of  Marines  Benjamin  G.  Benyon  and  George  Poe. 
The  remainder  retreated  and  regained  their  ship,  carrying 
with  them  the  hody  of  their  intrepid  captain,  thus  unhap* 
pily  lost  to  his  country. 

On  the  Ist  of  Septemher,  at  7h.  p.m.,  the  British  18* 
gun  brig  Avon,  Captain  the  Honourable  James  Arburthnot, 
being  off  L*Orient,  fell  in  with  the  American  18*gun  cor- 
vette Wasp,  which  had  only  recently  quitted  that  poit, 
completely  refitted.  At  8h.  38m.,  after  making  night  sig- 
nals to  the  stranger,  the  Avon  fired  two  shots  at  her,  and, 
at  9h.  20m.,  being  tlien  on  the  Wasp's  lee- bow.  Captain 
Arburthnot  hailed,  but  without  receiving  any  satisfactory 
answer*  Soon  afterwards  the  Avon  was  hailed  and  ordered 
to  heave  to;  but  this  the  latter  declined,  and  at  9h.  25m. 
set  the  fare-topmast  studding-sail.  At  9h*  26m.,  the  Wasp 
having  fired  a  shot,  the  Avon  commenced  the  action  by  the 
discharge  of  her  larboard  guns,  when  the  Wasp  bore  up, 
and,  running  under  the  Avon's  lee,  at  9h.  30m.  opened  her 
larboard  broadside,  and,  in  a  few  minutes,  the  span  of  the 
Avon's  peak  halyard?  having  been  shot  away,  the  hoom- 
main-saii  fell  upon  and  covered  the  aftermost  guns  on  the 
engaged  side.  The  Avon's  main-mast  soon  afterwards  fell 
by  the  board,  thus  leaving  the  brig  in  an  ungovernable 
state,  and  incapable  of  much  resistance. 

At  lOh.  12m.  Captain  Blakeley  hailed  to  know  if  the 
Avon  had  surrendered,  and  was  answered  in  the  affirmative  ; 
but  just  as  a  boat  from  the  Wasp  had  arrived  alongside  in 
order  to  take  possession  of  the  prize,  a  sail  was  discovered 
close  on  board  her.  This  was  the  British  18-gun  bng 
Castilian,  Captain  David  Braimer.  The  Wasp  imme- 
diately made  sail,  pursued  by  the  Castilian,  which,  at  lib. 
40m.,  fired  her  lee  guns  at  the  Wasp ;  but  the  repeated 
signals  of  lUstress  made  by  the  Avon  induced  Captain 
Braimer  to  discontinue  the  chase  of  the  enemy,  and  to 
close  the  shattered  brig.  Cap  lain  Braimer  soon  became 
aware  that  the  Avon  was  sinkinir,  and  immediately  sent 
away  all  her  boats  to  save  the  peoj)le  ;  and  at  Ih.  a.m.  on 
the  2nd9  just  as  the  last  boat  had  left  the  Avon,  she  went 
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down,  affording  sufficient  proof  that  she  had  not  been  sur- 
rendered without  good  reason.  Out  of  104  men  and  13 
boys,  the  Avon  lost  her  first  lieutenant  (John  Prendergast) 
and  nine  men  killed :  and  Captain  Arburthnot,  Lieutenant 
John  Harvey,  Mr.  John  Travers«  midshipman,  and  29  men 
woanded.  The  Wasp  received  some  trifling  damages  by 
the  Avon's  fire,  and  had  two  men  killed  and  twowounded. 
The  Wasp  did  not  regain  a  port  in  the  United  States,  hav- 
ing, it  is  huppo.^ed,  foundered  olf  Madeira  about  the  latter 
end  ot  the  same  month. 

The  Americans,  after  their  victory  over  Captain  Barclay's 
flotilla,  recovered  the  command  of  Lake  Erie;  besides 
which  they  became  masters  of  Lakes  Horon  and  Superior 
and  of  the  large  territory  of  Michigan,  together  with  five 
nations  of  Indians,  previously  allies  of  the  British.  Every 
thing  seemed  to  favour  their  conquest  of  Upper  Canada, 
but  the  Americans  were  evidently  lukewarm  and  tired  of  the 
war.  The  command  of  the  American  tiotiiia  on  Lake  Eric 
had  devolved  on  Captain  Arthur  Sinclair,  who,  taking  with 
him  the  brigs  Niagara  and  St.  Lawrence,  and  schooners 
Caledonia,  Ariel,  Scorpion,  and  Tigress,  in  the  month  of 
July,  departed  for  Lake  Huron,  to  capture  the  British  port 
of  Michilimacinac,  situated  at  the  head  of  the  lake.  The 
American  squadron,  liowever,  on  the  4th  August,  here  met 
with  a  repulse  ;  but  obtaiiiiug  information  that  Lieutenant 
Miller  Worslcy  with  the  British  Xoith-West  Company's 
schooner  Nancy  was  at  Nattawasaga,  Captain  Sinclair  pro- 
ceeded thither  after  sending  the  St.  Lawrence  and  Cale- 
donia, with  a  portion  of  troops,  to  co-operate  with  the 
American  army  at  Fort  Erie. 

The  Nancy  was  lying  about  two  miles  up  the  Nattawa- 
saga, under  the  protection  of  a  block-house  (mounting  two 
24-pounder  carronades  and  a  long  6-pounder)  situated  on 
a  peninsula,  near  Ciloucester  Bay.  The  American  squa- 
dron anchored  within  a  short  distance  of  the  block-house, 
and  opened  fire  from  the  24  heavy  pieces  of  ordnance, 
mounted  on  the  broadsides  of  the  three  vessels.  The  fire 
from  the  block-house  was  maintained  with  considerable 
spirit,  but  Lieutenant  Worsley,  finding  the  odds  too  great 
against  him  (he  having  only  23  men  with  him,  while  the 
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altackiiag  forces  exceeded  500  in  number),  detennined 
on  abandoning  the  place.   Just  as  lie  had  prepared  a  train 

leading  to  the  Nancy  from  tlic  ])lock-liouse,  to  be  ignited 
previously  to  retreatini^:,  a  shell  pitched  on  board  the 
schooner,  and  both  were  blown  up.  Lieutenant  Worsley 
and  his  gallant  party  escaped  up  the  river  in  a  boat; 
and  the  whole  of  the  Company's  richly  laden  canoes  also 
escaped  into  French  river. 

Having  achieved  this  splendid  victory.  Captain  Sinclair 
departed  in  the  Niagara  for  Lake  Erie,  leaving  the  schooners 
Scorpion  and  llgress  to  reduce  the  garrison  of  Michili- 
macinac.  After  remaining  some  few  days  at  their  station, 
the  American  schooners  removed  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
St.  Joseph's,  where,  on  the  25th  of  August,  they  were  dis- 
covered by  a  party  of  Indians  on  their  way  to  the  British 
fort.  On  the  3 1st  of  August,  Lieutenant  Worsley  and  his 
men  also  arrived  at  Michilimadnac  with  intelligence  that 
the  schooners  -wm  five  leagues  apart.  It  wasinmiediatdy 
resolved  to  attempt  their  capture,  and  on  the  1st  of  Sep* 
tember.  Lieutenant  Worsley  and  his  party,  consisting  of 
Mr.  Dobsun,  midshipman,  and  18  men,  re-embarkcd  hi 
their  boat,  and  three  other  boats  were  manned  by  the  srar- 
ri^on,  nnder  the  command  of  Major  Dickson  and  Lieute- 
nant Bulger.  I'he  total  numbes  of  oncers  and  men  in  the 
four  boats  was  92. 

On  the  2nd  of  September,  at  sunset,  the  boats  arrived  at 
4ihe  entrance  to  St.  Mary's  Strait ;  and  on  the  Srd,  at  6h« 
p.ic.,  ascertained  chat  one  of  the  schooners  was  at  anchor 
about  six  miles  off.  The  boats  at  9h.  reached  within  100 
yards  of  the  schooner  before  being  seen,  when  they  became 
ex})osed  to  a  smart  fire  of  grape  and  musketry.  They, 
however,  resolutely  advanced,  and,  two  boarding  on  each 
side,  the  United  States  schooner  Tigress  in  about  hve  mi- 
nutes was  in  possession  of  the  gallant  lieutenant  and  his 
party.  The  British  loss  amounted  to  two  men  killed,  and 
Lieutenant  Bulger  and  five  men  wounded;  and  the  Ame- 
ricans, out  of  a  crew  of  38,  had  three  men  kiUed  and  one 

or  two  wounded. 

The  prisoners  bavins:  been  sent  under  a  sufficient  escort 
to  MichiUmacinac.  the  Tigress  was  got  underway  on  the 
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fiotlowuig  mondfig  (still  keeping  lier  American  colmiTS  fly- 
ing), and  proceeded  in  search  of  the  Scorpion.  On  the 
5th,  the  latter  was  observed,  and,  perfectly  unsuspicious  of 
the  event  which  had  happened,  the  Tigress  was  suifered  to 
approach  the  Scorpion  within  two  miles.  As  the  day 
dawned  on  the  6th,  the  Tigress  was  again  got  underway, 
and,  nmmng  alongside  her  late  consort,  the  British  officers 
and  men  jumped  on  the  deck,  and,  in  a  few  minutes,  re« 
placed  the  American  with  British  colours.  IVo  men  were 
killed  and  two  wounded  belonging  to  the  Scorpion  in  the 
scuffle,  and  one  soldier  of  the  Tigress  was  wounded.  These 
schooners  were  iine  vessels,  of  100  tons  measurement,  and 
had  on  board  large  quantities  of  arms  and  ammunition. 
As  a  proof  of  their  worth,  they  were  valued  by  the  proper 
officers  at  £16,000  sterling. 

On  the  26th  of  August,  an  expedition  sailed  from  Hali- 
far,  under  the  joint  command  of  Sir  John  C*  Sherbrooke, 
governor  of  the  province,  and  Kear-Admiral  Edward  Grif- 
iith.    The  squadron  was  as  under : — 


GiMfi 

Cy.  /Rear-Admiral  Edward  Griffith, 

74   i^^^ ICaptain  Robert  Barrie, 

'Bulwark    „      Farmuiy  T.  Epwurtii ; 

rEndyinioii    ...       „      Henry  Hope, 
Frigates  <  Bacchante  „      Francis  Stanfell, 

•  LTenedos    „      Hyde  Parker. 

Corvettes,  &c.— Sylph,  Rifleman,  and  Peruvian ;  Cap- 
tains George  Dickens,  Joseph  Pearce,  and  George  Kippen. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  ten  sail  of  transports  were 
employed  to  convey  troops.  The  object  of  the  expedition 
was  an  attack  of  the  north-eastern  possessions  of  the 
Americans,  and  also  on  the  river  Penobscot.  Having 

ascertained,  on  the  31st  of  August,  from  the  Rifleman  that 

the  Americ  vii  26-gun  frigate  Adams,  Captaui  Charles 
Morris,  had  a  few  days  previously  entered  the  Penobscot, 
and  had  proceeded  27  miles  up  the  river  for  security,  it 
was  detennined  to  make  an  immediate  attack  upon  this 
ship.  The  squadibn,  accordingly,  led  by  the  Tenedos; 
entered  the  river  with  a  bk  wind,  and  by  daylight  on  the 


Digitized 


478 


BATTLB8  OF 


[1814. 


Ist  of  September  anchored  off  the  Fort  of  Caatia^  which 
place  waa  in  a  few  hoora  compelled  to  aturaider.  The 
furtiher  aervioe  c£  deatroymg  the  Adama  waa  then  entmated 
to  Captain  Barrie,  who  taking  with  him  the  Peruvian  and 

Sylph,  and  the  Dragon's  tender,  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
William  Woodin,  the  three  vessels  containing  about  600 
troops,  under  Lieutenant- Colonel  John,  departed  accord- 
ingly. 

At  2h.  P.M.  on  the  2nd,  the  Peruvian  and  consorts,  after 
aunnounting  innumerable  difficulties,  ariaingfrom  the  state 
of  the  weather  and  intricate  navigation,  arrived  off  Frank- 
fort, about  five  miles  from  Hamden,  and  by  lOh.  the  whole 
force  had  disembarked.  After  a  bivouac,  amidst  inces- 
sant rain,  the  whole  were  put  in  motion,  at  6h.  a,m.  on 
the  3rd,  accompanied  n\on^  the  river's  bank  by  the  boats 
under  Lieutenants  George  Pedlar  (Dra(i;on),  the  Honourable 
G,J.Ferceval(Tenedos),  and  Francis  Ormond  (Endjmion), 
preceded  by  a  rocket  boat,  under  the  immediate  command 
of  Captaud  Barrie,  in  which  were  Meaaieura  —  Ginton 
(gunner),  and  —  Small  (midshipman). 

The  Adams  waa  most  advantageously  moored  abreast  the 
town  of  Hamden,  and  was  protected  by  near  1 ,400  militia. 
About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  southward  of  the  friiiate, 
and  calculated  to  command  both  the  hi^h  way  by  which 
the  British  troops  must  advance,  and  the  river  access,  were 
mounted  eight  long  18- pounders ;  and  fifteen  I8-pounder8 
were  mounted  on  a  wharf  close  to  the  Adams,  and  com- 
pletely commanding  the  river,  which  at  that  particular  part 
waa  only  600  yards  in  width.  The  British  shore  party, 
induding  80  seamen,  under  Lieutenants  James  Symonds, 
Seunuel  Mottley,  and  Henry  Slade,  and  Mr.  John  Spurling, 
master,  all  of  the  Bulwark,  and  80  marines,  under  Captain 
Thomas  Carter  of  the  Dragon,  did  not  exceed  760  men. 

The  moment  the  boats  rounded  a  point  of  the  river  which 
brought  them  in  sight  of  the  Adams,  a  heavy  but  ill- 
directed  fire  was  opened  upon  them  from  the  hill  and  wharf. 
The  fixe  was  speedily  returned ;  and  the  effect  of  a  dia- 
chaxge  of  rockets  waa  very  dedaive.  The  shore  party 
ascended  the  hill  with  the  utmost  gallantry,  the  American 
militia  retreating  before  them  with  astonishing  speeds 
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Before  the  boats  gut  Mitliia  grape-shot  distance  of  the 
Adams,  Captain  Morris,  finding  himself  thus  shamefully 
deserted,  set  fire  to  the  ship,  together  with  two  other 
vessels,  and  all  three  were  destroyed.  The  British  then 
pushed  on  for  Bangor,  of  which  they  also  gained  possession* 
and  at  this  place  destroyed  one  ship,  a  brig,  three  schooners, 
and  a  sloop.  A  brig  pierced  for  18  guns  and  the  16-gun 
privateer  Decatur  were  also  captured,  but  afterwards  lost  in 
descending  the  river.  Several  vessels  on  the  stucka,  on  the 
banks  of  the  river,  were  left  untouched. 

The  Adams  had  formerly  mounted  32  guns,  and  measured 
783  tons  ;  her  crew  consisted  of  248  picked  seamen.  This 
important  service  was  performed  with  the  loss  of  one  sea- 
man killed,  and  Captain  Gall,  29th  regiment,  and  several 
private  soldiers  wounded,  and  one  missing. 

We  must  now  revert  to  the  disastrous  operations  upon 
Lake  Cliamplain,  where,  through  the  imbecility  of  one  man, 
great  loss  of  life  and  injury  to  the  service  took  place.  In 
the  month  ol  AuL;iist,  the  British  naval  force  on  the  above 
lake  was  as  follows  : — 1  G-gun  brig  Linnet,  Captain  Daniel 
Pring,  10-gun  cutter  Chubb,  Lieutenant  James  McGhie, 
8*gun  cutter  Finch,  Lieutenant  William  Hicks,  and  ten 
pm-boats  mounting  between  them  13  guns,  and  manned 
with  294  men  and  boys,  of  whom  only  30  were  British 
seamen.  The  total  force  of  the  flotilla  was  48  guns  and 
444  men  and  boys,  of  whoiu  by  far  the  greater  part  were 
soldiers  and  Canadian  militia.  To  the  above  was  added,  on 
the  25th  of  August,  a  ship  ^vhich  had  been  liastily  con- 
structed at  Isle-aux-Noirs,  intended  to  mount  guns, 
and  on  board  this  ship,  which  was  named  the  Confiance, 
Captain  George  Downie  hoisted  his  pendant  on  the  3rd  of 
September,  in  command  of  the  flotilla. 

The  American  naval  force  at  Flattsburg  consisted  of  the 
26-gun  ship  Saratoga,  Commodore  Thomas  Macdonough, 
20-gun  brig  Eagle,  schooner  Ticundcroga,  mounting  17 
guns,  7 -gun  sloop  Preble,  and  tea  heavy  gun-boats.  The 
total  number  of  guns  and  men  on  board  the  American 
squadron  was  86  guns,  and  981  serviceable  men,  made  up 
of  seamen  and  marines  belonging  to  the  American  ships 
laid  up  at  different  porta.    Commodore  Downie  was 
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ordered  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  land  forces  under  Sir 
George  Prevost ;  but  the  latter,  instead  of  taking  tibe  part 
aasigned  to  him»  appeared  aatissCied  to  allow  the  brunt  of  th^ 
work  to  flail  on  the  flotilla,  which,  unhappily,  was  not  in  a 

condition  to  effect  Diiich,  or  even  to  protect  itself.  Scarcely 
was  the  Contiance  in  the  water,  and  before  time  wa?  allowed 
to  get  the  riginng  over  her  mast-heads,  with  the  extremely 
limited  means  at  the  disposal  of  the  British,  than  Sir  George 
Prevost  commenced  his  system.  Letters  and  messages 
were  continually  sent  to  Captain  Downie,  while  the  ship« 
Wrights  were  yet  at  work  performing  essential  works*  such 
as  fitting  breeching-bolts,  &c.,  to  the  efiect  tihat  the  ship's 
and  squadron's  co-operation  was  urgentiy  required ;  but 
findmi^'  these  letters  and  messages  not  do  more  than  induce 
Captain  Downie  to  use  all  the  expedition  possible.  Sir 
George  had  the  assurance  to  east  a  slur  upon  the  exertions 
of  that  gallant  officer.  **  The  Commander*in-chief,"  wrote 
Sir  George,  hoped  Captain  Downie  allowed  himself  to 
be  delayed  by  nothing  but  the  wind." 

The  insinuation  was  felt,  and  on  the  8th  of  September, 
just  thirteen  (!)  days  from  tiie  date  of  her  launclung,  and 
five  from  the  time  Captain  Downie  had  taken  the  com- 
mand, the  Contiance  and  her  consorts  got  underway  from 
Isle-aux-Noirs,  and  anchored  abreast  the  main  body  of  the 
army,  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  remainder  of  her  crew  from 
Quebec.  At  this  time  the  ring-bolts  for  the  guns  of  the 
Coqfiance  were  not  driven,  nor  the  magazine  ready  for  the 
reception  of  the  powder,  llie  crew  of  the  Confianoe^ 
which  amounted  in  the  whole  to  270,  was  of  the  most 
motiey  description,  and  the  very  contrary  of  a  good  ship's 
company.  The  whole  were  stranorers  to  each  other  and 
to  the  officers,  and  Captain  JDownie  was  acquainted  with 
no  other  officer  than  his  first-lientenant,  nor  the  $rst-lieu- 
tenant  with  any  other  than  the  captain. 

On  the  10th,  while  part  of  the  crew  were  ascending 
the  ship's  side*  the  hammer  of  the  shipwright  stiU  emplojred^ 
tibe  guns  in  the  act  of  .being  fitted,  and  the  ,pow4er  m  a 
boat  alongside  (the  magazine,  not  being  ready  for  its  re* 
ception),  a  message  from  Sir  George  Prevost  was  brought 
to  CaptQtin  PowniCt  requesting  hig  immediate  co•operatio^• 
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Trusting  to  the  assurance  given  by  the  commander-in-chief 
that  the  army  would  storm  the  works  of  Plattsbur^:,  while 
the  squadron  attacked  the  American  squadron  lu  the  bay. 
Captain  Downie,  notwithstanding  the  wretchedly  impre* 
pared  state  of  his  ship,  consented  to  go  into  action  on  the 
next  morning.  The  plan  then  decided  upon  was  to  the 
efieet  that,  when  roundingCumherland  Head,  the  Confiance 
would  scale  her  grans,  and  that  this  was  to  be  the  signal 
for  the  column  oi  attack  to  advance  upon  the  enemy 
works. 

On  the  11th,  at  daylight,  the  carpenters  still  necessarily 
employed.  Captain  Downie,  true  to  his  engagement,  made 
the  signal  for  the  squadron  to  weigh,  and  in  a  short  time 
the  whole  were  under  sail  and  standing  over  for  Plattsbuig 
Bay.  At  7h.  the  American  squadron  was  discovered  moored 
in  line  ahead,  abreast  the  encampment  of  the  American 
army,  and  C;i])t;uii  Downie  issued  orders  for  the  mode  of 
attack  he  intenckd  to  he  pursued.  But  want  of  wind  and 
an  unforeseen  circumstance  utterly  destroyed  his  plans. 
The  whole  success  hinged  upon  the  co-operation  of  the 
army,  but  Sir  George  Frevost,  instead  of  ordering  the 
attacking  column  to  move  forward  when  the  signal  agreed 
upon  was  made  by  the  Confiance,  gave  orders  far  the  men 
to  go  to  breakfast/  The  most  fi9,tal  consequences  ensued. 
A  division  of  gun-hoats  rowed  out  to  the  attack,  and  galled 
the  British  squachoii  in  its  approach.  Cuptiiiu  Downie, 
whose  ship  engaged  the  Saratoga  very  gallantly,  w%'is  killed 
in  the  early  part  of  the  action.*  The  Finch  grounded  on 
a  reef  of  rocks,  and  was  compelled  to  surrender.  Eight  of 
the  British  gun^boats  deserted,  and  in  the  course  of  a  short 
time  the  whole  squadron  was  overpowered  and  cut  to 

Captaia  D<miiie  met  his  death  in  the  fidlowing  inami^^  Aflhot 
from  the  Saratoga  striking  one  of  the  24 -pounder  carronadet  on  board 
the  Confiance,  loiocked  it  completely  off  the  slide  against  the  captain, 

wlio  was  standing  close  in  the  rear  of  it.  He  received  the  blow  nj>on 
his  riirht  ji  o'm  ;  and  although  signs  of  life  were  exhibited  tor  a  ttw 
minutes,  ht^  never  spoke  afterwards.  No  part  of  his  sskiii  was  Vnoken ; 
and  a  black  mark  of  about  the  circumference  of  a  small  plate,  was  the 
only  visible  hurt  sustained.  His  watch  was  perfectly  flattened,  and 
was  found  with  the  hands  pointing  to  the  hour,  minute,  and  second 
at  which  tiie  fktal  hurt  was  reonved. 
VOL.  iz«  2  X 
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pieces .  Had  Sir  George  Prevost  moved  forward,  or  suffered 
even  a  division  of  the  force  under  Ms  command  to  attadc 
the  enemy^s  works,  the  fire  of  the  batteries,  instead  of 
cutting  to  pieces  the  British  squadron,  might  have  been 

turned  with  cqua.1  case  upon  the  Ameiicuii ;  in  which  case, 
a  decisive  victory  must  have  heen  gained,  and  we  should 
not  have  had  to  lament  the  loss  of  the  many  brave  men 
who  fellt  and  of  so  much  honour.  The  loss  sustained  on 
this  occasion  wiQ  appear  in  the  accompanying  table :— 


BRITISH. 

1 

Ships'  Namati 

• 

1 

u 

•  ^ 

270 

41 

60 

80 

10 

11 

Chubb   

40 

6 

16 

Fincli  

30 

• 

2 

294 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Total   

714 

57 

92 

AMERICAN. 


ShipiPNi 


Saratoga 

Eagle  ...„ 

Ticonderoga  ... 
Preble  and 
gun-boatii  y" 


Total 


i 

lied. 

•s 

o 

ft. 

« 

^ 

300 

28 

29 

160 

13 

20 

130 

6 

6 

391 

5 

3 

981 

52 

58 

Inquify  would  without  doubt  have  been  instituted  into 
the  iiacts  of  this  unfortunate  business*  had  it  not  been  for 
the  death  of  tiie  principal,  if  not  only,  blameable  person. 

Charges  were  actually  drawTi  out  by  Commodore  Sir  James 
Yeo,  imputing  the  whole  fault  of  the  loss  of  the  ships  to 
the  backwardness  of  Sir  George  Prevost ;  aud  but  for  the 
cause  above  stated,  the  fullest  investigation  would  have 
taken  place. 

At  the  court>martial  subsequently  held  upon  the  sur- 
viving officers  and  crews  of  the  British  vessels,  the  whole 
were  acquitted,  and  the  court  particularly  mentioned  Cap- 
tain Pring,  of  the  Linnet,  and  Lieutenant  John  Robertson 

(who  succeeded  to  the  command  of,  and  gallantly  fought, 
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the  Confiance,  after  the  death  of  Captain  Downie),  Lieu- 
tenant Cliri<to{)licr  J.  Rell,  and  Mr.  James  Robertson, 
commaudmg  the  gun- boats  Murray  and  Bereaford»  aad 
Lieutenant  William  Hicks,  of  the  Finch,  as  having  '*  con-> 
ducted  themselves  with  great  zealj  braveryi  and  ability 
during  the  action/' 

Notwithstanding  occasional  reverses,  British  power 
became  gradually  more  and  more  extended  in  America. 
The  details  of  the  proceedings  which  were  crowned  with 
the  capture  of  Washington  are  very  lengthy ;  but  we  can- 
not, in  justice  to  that  navy  whose  deeds  we  have  endeavoured 
faithfully  to  record,  pass  them  over  in  silence.  On  the 
drd  of  January,  the  rear-admiral,  in  the  64-gun  ship 
Sceptre,  qmtted  Bermuda  for  New  London,  in  which  port 
sevend  fngates  were  laid  up.  Having  reached  the  entrance 
of  the  river,  the  American  frigates  were  discovered ;  but 
dreading  an  attack,  they  were  got  underway,  and  proceeded 
up  the  river  beyond  the  reach  of  the  British  shipping. 
Tangier  Island,  in  the  Chesapeake,  was  shortly  afterwards 

taken  possession  of  and  fortified,  and  iLcpt  as  a  general 
depdt  for  stores. 

The  first  proceeding  of  Rear* Admiral  Cockbum  (whose 
flag  was  now  in  the  74-gun  ship  Albion),  alter  his  arrival 

in  Chesapeake  Vrdy,  was  against  an  American  Hotilla  com- 
marided  by  ComLvuKlore  Joshua  Barney.  This  flotilla  con- 
sisted of  17  vessels  of  light  drfiuulit  of  water,  The  com- 
modore's vessel  was  the  sloop  bcorpion,  mounting  eight 
carronades  and  a  heavy  long  gun  on  a  pivot  carriage,  and 
the  remainder  were  gun-boats,  each  mounting  two  long 
guns,  one  at  the  bow  and  the  other  aft,  the  largest  carrying 
32  pounders  and  60  men,  and  the  smallest  18  pounders  and 
40  men.  On  the  1st  of  June,  this  flotilla  had  the  courage  to 
pursue  tlic  British  schooner  St.  Lawrence,  and  seven  boats 
belonging  to  the  Albion  and  Dragon,  which  they  obliged  to 
take  shelter  under  the  Dragron's  gun?.  The  Hotilla  was 
next  pursued  by  the  Dragon,  and  took  refuge  in  the 
Patuxent ;  but  having  retired  to  such  a  distance  that  the 
vessels  could  only  be  reached  by  boats,  a  squadron,  under 
Captain  Robert  Barrie,  established  a  dose  blockade.  Not- 
withstanding repeated  attempts  to  draw  Commodore  Barney 
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from  his  place  of  security,  and  although  parties  were  con- 
stantly landing  and  harassing  the  enemy's  coasts^  it  was 
iound  impracticable. 

On  the  19th  of  July,  Rear- Admiral  Cockbum  was  joined 
by  a  battalioa  of  marines  and  a  detachment  of  maiine 
artillery,  when  he  determined  to  proceed  up  the  Potomac 
to  the  attack  of  St.  lieonard's*  tlie  capital  of  St.  Mary's 
county,  where  the  d6th  United  States  regiment  was 
quartered.  The  marines,  under  Major  George  Lewis, 
landed,  while  the  boats  of  the  squadron  pulled  up  to  the 
town ;  but  the  Americans,  observing  the  advance  of  the 
marine?,  quitted  the  place,  and  suffered  the  British  to  take 
quiet  possession.  A  quantity  of  military  stores,  and  also 
of  tobacco,  flour,  and  provisions,  were  here  found;  the 
former  was  destroyed,  but  the  latter  and  a  schooner  were 
brought  away.  The  town  was,  however*  spared,  not  a 
musket  having  been  fired,  which  was  most  probably  owing 
to  the  orders  promulgated  by  the  rear-admiral ;  namely,  to 
restrain  fruia  ail  violence  or  destruction  where  none  was 
oiiered  by  the  inhabitants. 

Anotlier  successful  expedition  was  undertaken  by  Rear- 
Admiral  Cockbum  to  Nominy  Ferry,  Virginia,  where  a 
large  body  of  militia  had  assembled.  The  enemy  fled 
precipitately  on  the  approach  of  the  British,  and  after  re- 
moving the  tobacco  and  other  stores  found  in  the  various 
depositories,  the  storehouses  and  public  buQdings  were  set 
on  fire  and  destroyed,  llic  Britith  returned  to  their  ships 
with  135  refugee  negroes,  anxious  to  escape  from  the  soil 
of  American  freedom,  two  cajjtured  schooners,  a  large 
quantity  of  tobacco,  dry  goods,  and  cattle,  and  a  few 
prisoners. 

On  the  24th  of  July,  the  rear-admiral  proceeded  up  St. 
Clement's  Creek,  in  St.  Mary's  county,  with  the  boats  and 
marines,  to  examine  the  country.  The  militia  shewed  them- 
selves occasionally,  but  retreated  as  soon  as  they  were  dis- 
covered ;  and  the  boats  returned  to  the  bhips  withont  any 
casualty,  with  four  prizes.  As  the  inhabit; ints  oliercd  no 
molestation,  they  were  left  undisturbed,  and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  farm-house,  from  which  two  muskets  w-ere  fired 
at  the  admiral's  gig,  and  which  was,  therefore,  destroyed,  no 
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damage  was  done.  On  the  26th,  the  rear-adniiral  reached 
the  head  of  the  Machodic,  in  Virginia,  where  six  schooners 
were  burnt ;  and  having  then  visited  every  place  of  im- 
portanoe  on  the  Virginian  side,  the  squadron  removed  to  an 
anchorage  above  Blackstone's  Island, 

On  the  29th,  the  rear-admiral  and  his  party  proceeded 
up  the  Wicomoco  river,  and  Luidcd  at  Hamburgh  and 
Chaptico ;  but  put  the  inhabitants  to  no  further  inconveni- 
ence than  in  o])liirinir  them  to  furnish  supphcs  for  the  forces, 
which  were  hberally  paid  for.  On  the  2nd  of  August,  the 
squadron  dropped  down  the  Potomac  to  the  entrance  of  the 
Yocomioo»  and  a  landing  was  effected  on  the  3rd.  Some 
resistance  was  here  offered  bythe  enemy,  which  had  collected 
in  a  strong  body ;  but  the  steady  advance  of  the  British 
carried  all  before  it,  and  the  retreating  force  was  followed 
ten  miles  up  the  country.  A  field-piece  wa«  here  ca})tured, 
and  several  houses,  wliich  had  been  converted  into  depots 
for  military  stores,  were  destroyed. 

Learning  that  General  Hungerford,  who  commanded  the 
militia,  had  raUied  at  Kinsale,  rear-admiral  Cockbum 
pushed  on,  and  quickly  gaining  the  height,  the  Americans 
fled  with  precipitation.  A  large  quantity  of  stores  found 
at  this  place  were  then  shipped  off,  the  storehouses  and  two 
batteries  destroyed,  and  the  rear-admiral  and  his  gallant 
band,  numbering  only  700  in  all,  re-embarked,  carrying  off 
five  prizes.  The  American  general,  Taylor,  was  unhorsed, 
and  narrowly  escaped  being  made  a  prisoner.  Three  men 
of  the  British  were  on  this  occasion  killed,  and  as  many 
wounded.  Several  other  inroads  were  made  with  equal 
success ;  but  these  were  only  preludes  to  the  brilliant  suc« 
cess  which  ensued. 

IntelliLieiice  had  been  conveyed  to  the  American  president 
as  far  back  as  June,  that  an  attack  upon  Washington  would 
probably  be  made,  and  in  consequence  the  whole  military 
Strength  of  the  United  States  was  drawn  together  and 
Ofdeied  to  hold  itself  in  readiness  to  defend  the  capital. 

A  squadron  under  Rear -Admiral  Pulteney  Malcolm,  in 
the  74*gun  ship  Royal  Oak,  Captain  Edward  £>ix,  con- 
sisting dF  three  frigates,  three  sloops,  two  bomb-vessels, 
and  eight  transports,  containing  a  body  of  troops  under 
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Major-General  Boss,  arrived  on  the  24tli  of  July  at 
Bermuda,  and  joined  Vice* AdmiiBl  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane, 

in  the  80-gun  ship  Tonnant.  On  the  17th  of  Auc^st,  the 
whole  (including  the  Toimant  and  oG-gun  irigate  Euryalus, 
Captain  Charles  Napier,  which  had  preceded  the  squadron) 
johied  Rear-Admiral  Cockhum  off  the  mouth  of  the 
Potomac. 

Rear-Admixal  Cockbum,  during  one  of  his  frequent  ex- 
cursions in  company  with  Major-Oeneral  Ross,  suggested 
the  facility  of  an  attack  upon  Washington,  and  it  was  de- 
cided upon  by  the  vice-admiral  that  the  attempt  should 
be  made.  The  acquaintance  with  the  country  acquired  by 
the  rear-admiral  in  his  variou^^  incursions  now  })rovLd  of 
the  utmost  consequence  ;  and  to  his  experience  the  success 
attained  must  ever  be  attributed.  Discarding  all  idea  of 
the  usual  routes  to  the  city,  he  decided  on  proceeding  up 
the  F&.tuxent,  and  by  way  of  Bladensburg.  Commodore 
Barney's  gun-boats  were  all  this  while  locked  up  in  the 
river;  and  as  an  attempt  upon  the  flotilla  would  answer  two 
ends,  the  one  being  a  pretext  for  ascending  that  river  and 
the  other  its  capture  or  destruction,  this  was  iuimecl lately 
resolved  upon.  As  a  further  diversion  appeared  called  for. 
Captain  James  A.  Gordon  was  entrusted  with  the  command 
of  a  squadron,  with  which  he  was  to  proceed  up  the 
Potomac  as  &r  as  Alexandria,  a  city  about  eight  miles  below 
Washington :  the  able  manner  in  which  this  service  was 
executed  will  hereafter  be  detailed* 

The  troops  (about  4,000)  intended  for  an  attack  upon 
the  federal  city,  having  been  conveyed  up  the  Patuxent  as 
far  as  Benedict  (a  small  town  about  50  miles  south-east 
of  Wash  in  <2:  ton),  disembarked  on  the  19th  and  20th  of 
August ;  and  on  the  evening  of  the  last-named  day,  Bear- 
Admiral  Cockbum,  taking  with  him  the  armed  boats,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  attack  of  Commodore  Barney's  flotilla.  The 
boats  were  accompanied  by  tenders  from  the  squadron, 
containing  supplies  for  the  troops,  and  the  whole  moved  on 
together,  the  army  proceeding  along  the  bank  of  the  river, 
covered  in  its  advance  by  the  boats.  The  boats  and  ten- 
ders, in  \\  hich  were  embarked  the  marines  of  the  squadron, 
under  Captain  John  Robyns,  and  marine  artillery,  under 
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Captain  Jame?  H.  Harrison,  were  in  three  divisions.  The 
first  was  in  charge  of  Commanders  Thomas  Bail  Sulivau 
and  William  S.  Badcock ;  the  second,  of  Commandera 
Rowland  Money  and  the  Honourable  Kenehn  Somerville ; 
and  the  thirds  of  Commander  Robert  Ramsay;  the  whole 
being  under  tiie  superintendence  of  Captain  John  Wain- 
wright,  of  the  Tonnant.  The  frie^atcs  Severn  and  Hebrus, 
Captains  Josej3h  Nourse  and  Edmund  Palmer,  accom])imied 
by  the  gun-bric-  Manly,  Commander  Vincent  Newton, 
followed  the  boats  as  high  as  Benedict ;  but  as  they  could 
get  no  farther,  their  boats,  under  their  respective  com- 
manders, joined  the  expedition. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22nd»  on  rounding  Fig  Point*  the 
flotilla  was  discovered  moored  in  line  of  battie  astern  of 
the  commodore.  The  boats  then  proceeded  with  all  speed, 
but  on  nearinc:  the  sloop  bearing  Commodore  Barney's 
broad  pendant,  the  vessel  was  observed  to  be  on  fire,  and 
soon  aiterwards  blew  up,  as  did  also  fifteen  out  of  the 
sixteen  gun-boats.  The  remaining  gun-boat,  together 
with  thirteen  merchant  schooners^  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  British,  also  a  large  quantity  of  tobacco.  On  the 
afternoon  of  the  same  day,  Major-Oeneral  Ross,  with  tiie 
troops,  arrived  and  encamped  in  the  town  of  Upper- Marl- 
borough, after  a  fatiguing  march  of  40  miles,  performed  in 
three  davs,  under  a  scorchiui*:  tun. 

In  the  meauwiiile,  the  American  general.  Winder,  and  his 
anny.  having  been  joined  by  Commodore  Barney  and  the 
men  from  the  flotilla,  were  encamped  at  Long  Old  Fields, 
only  eight  miles  distant,  where,  on  the  next  day,  they  were 
reviewed  by  the  president,  Mr.  Madison. 

The  trifling  opposition  met  with  during  the  march  from 
Benedict  having  determined  General  Ross  to  proceed  at  once 
to  the  attack  of  Washington,  a  larc:e  proportion  of  the  sea- 
men and  marines,  under  Rear- Admiral  Cockburn  and  Cap- 
tain Robyns,  crossed  over  from  Pig  Point  to  Mount  Ccdvert, 
and  from  thence  joined  the  land  forces  at  Upper- Marlbo- 
rough. As  the  British  advanced,  the  Americans  fell  back ; 
and,  on  the  night  of  the  2drd,  the  British  occupied  the  po- 
sition at  Long  Old  Fields,  previously  held  by  tiie  Ameri- 
cans.  On  the  24th,  at  daylight.  General  Ross  put  the 
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troops  in  motioii  for  Bladcnabgyg,  a  diftanoe  of  about 
12  nules;  and  sliortly  before  noon  the  British  gained 

the  heights  facing  that  village.  The  force  of  the  Ameri- 
cans at  this  time  is  variously  stated ;  some  of  their  writers 
making-  the  total  no  more  than  7,593,  while  others  allow 
that  General  Winder  was  directed  to  call  out  a  total  force 
of  16,300  men»  inckiding  militia  and  600  seamen.  Of 
artillery,  the  enemy  had  oa  the  field  no  fewer  than  23 
pieces,  Tarying  from  6  to  18  pounders.  The  American 
army  was  drawn  up  in  two  lines,  upon  a  very  commanding 
eminence  on  the  north  of  the  road  leading  to  Washington ; 
and  the  further  to  stinmhite  them  to  deeds  of  glory,  the 
president  was  on  the  field  ot  l>attle. 

About  1,500  of  the  British  only  were  engaged,  when  the 
Americans  Hed  with  precipitation  and  in  the  utmost  con- 
fusion, leaving  ten  pieces  of  camion ;  hut  not  more  than 
120  prisoners  were  taken,  owing  to  the  fatigues  previously 
undergone  by  the  British,  which  prevented  tiieir  overtaking 
their  more  nimble  enemies.  The  victory  vras  not  achieved 
without  a  severe  loss,  which,  however,  was  principally  oc- 
casioned by  the  iVmerican  artillery :  the  total  of  troops 
killed  was  G4,  and  185  wounded.  Of  the  naval  brigade, 
one  marine  was  killed  ;  and  Mr.  Jeremiah  McDaniel,  mas- 
ter's mate,  two  Serjeants,  and  three  marines  wounded. 
Among  the  naval  officers  on  the  field  of  battle,  besides 
Rear- Admiral  Coekbum,  were  Captain  Edmund  Palmer, 
Mr.  Arthur  Wakefield,  midshipman,  lieutenant  Jamea 
Scott,  of  tiie  Albion,  acting  as  the  rear-admiral's  aide-de« 
camp,  and  Lieutenant:^  ui  Marines  John  Lawrence  and 
Athelstane  Stephens. 

As  soon  as  the  troops  were  a  little  refreshed,  Major 
General  Ross  and  Rear- Admiral  Coekbum,  at  the  bead  of 
about  1,000  men,  moved  forward;  and  at  8h.  p.m.,  arrived 
at  an  open  plain,  about  two  miles  firom  Washington, 
The  troops  him  halted,  while  the  general  and  admiral,  ac- 
companied by  a  small  guard,  rode  fiirward  to  reconnoitre ; 
and,  on  arriving  near  some  houses,  the  party  reined  in,  to 
consult  as  to  the  prudence  of  entering  the  city.  While  in 
consultation,  a  volley  of  mu-ketry  was  fired  from  one  of  the 
houses,  which  killed  one  soldier  aud  General  Koas's  horse 
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from  under  him,  and  wounded  three  soldiers.  Rear- Ad- 
miral Cockburii  iu.<tant.ly  rode  back,  and,  quickly  bringing 
up  the  light  companies  of  the  advanced  body,  the  house 
was  surrounded,  and,  a«;  soon  as  the  inmates  were  re- 
moved from  it,  it  was  set  lire  to  and  bumti  and  the  adjoin- 
ing house  was  also  consumed.  The  American  Capitol  was 
then  set  on  fire  and  burnt  down. 

Scarody  had  the  flames  ascended  from  the  Capitol  Hill 
when  a  heavy  explosion  in  the  navy-yard  announced  that 
the  Americans  were  also  employed  in  the  work  of  destruc- 
tion. By  this  time  the  British  forces  from  Bladensburg 
had  arrived,  and  occupied  the  hill ;  and  at  lOh.  3Um.  p.m., 
a  party  having  been  sent  to  destroy  the  fort  and  public 
works  at  Greenleaf  s  Point,  Major-Oeneral  Ross  and  the 
rear-admiral,  each  at  the  head  of  a  small  detachment  of  not 
more  than  200  in .  all,  proceeded  down  the  hill  towards 
the  president's  palace.  Finding  the  defence  of  this,  the 
**  coinmaiider- in -chief  s  head -quarters,''  completely  aban- 
doned, Rear- Admiral  Cockburn  gave  directions  for  setting 
it  on  lire.  The  building  containing  the  treasury  and  war 
offices  was  the  next  to  fall,  and  the  destruction  of  the  ofhce 
of  the  ^'  National  Intelligencer  "  was  meditated  ;  but  find- 
ing tiiat  it  would  in  all  probability  lead  to  the  loss  of  pri- 
vate property,  the  rear-admiral  desisted  from  huming  it. 
The  British  then  retired  to  Capitol  Hill. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  of  August,  the  office  of  the 
secretary  of  state  was  burnt,  and  the  printnig  materials  of 
the  government  paper  destroyed.  The  extensive  rope- 
walks,  at  some  distance  from  the  city,  were  destroyed, 
together  with  the  great  bridge  across  the  Potomac;  an  im« 
mense  quantity  of  small  arms  and  heavy  ordnance  were 
also  included  in  the  ruin.  A  party  under  Captain  Wain- 
Wright  set  fire  to  the  few  stores  and  buildings  in  the  navy- 
yard  which  had  escaped  the  flames  applied  to  them  by  the 
Americans  on  the  preceding  night.  A  tine  frigate,  uf  1,600 
tons,  nearly  ready  for  launching,  was  burnt  on  the  stocks 
by  order  of  the  president,  and  also  the  fine  2'2-<run  cor- 
vette Argus,  ready  for  sea,  to  prevent  their  falling  mto  the 
hands  of  the  British.   This  was  only  saving  the  British  the 
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trouble,  as  the  difficulty  of  conveying  them  down  the  Poto- 
mac would  have  been  too  great  to  have  vaxranted  the  at* 
tempt.  According  to  the  official  estimate  of  the  pabfic 
property  destroyed,  it  amounted  to  the  sum  of  £365,463 
sterling,  ftivate  property  and  peaceable  citizens  were  in- 
variably respected ;  even  the  Americans  alluw  this  to  have 
been  the  case. 

A  serious  accident  occurred  to  the  party  at  Greenleafs 
Point,  while  destroying  the  works.  Some  powder  con- 
cealed in  a  well  accidentally  took  fire,  and  killed  12  and 
wounded  30  officers  and  men,  and  this,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  those  already  mention^,  was  the  only  casualty  at- 
tendant on  the  capture  of  Washington.  On  the  25tii,  at 
8h.  P.M.,  the  British  quitted  Washington  on  their  return, 
and  having  procured  at  Bladensburg  vehicles  for  the  con- 
veyance of  the  wounded,  preceded  by  a  drove  of  60  or 
70  head  of  cattle,  moved  leisurely  forward  towards  Bene- 
dict, which  tiiey  reached  on  the  29th,  in  the  evening. 
On  the  follo^ving  day,  .the  whole  re-embarked  on  board  the 
vessels  of  the  squadron,  and  descended  the  Patuxent  with 
the  prizes. 

We  must  now  recur  to  the  proceedings  of  the  squadron 

under  Captain  James  A.  Gordon,  dispatched,  as  we  have 
seen,  to  ascend  the  Potomac  to  Alexandria,  and  which,  for 
brilliancy  of  execution,  has  been  seldom  surpassed.  Tlie 
squadron  consisted  of  the  ii5-gun  frigate  Seahorse,  36-gun 
fngate  £uryalus.  Captain  Charles  Napier;  bomb-ships  De- 
vastation, ^tna,  and  Meteor — Captains  Thomas  Alexander, 
Bichard  Kenah,  and  Samuel  Roberts ;  rocket-ship  Erebus, 
Captain  David  E.  Bartholomew,  and  a  small  tender.  On 
the  1 7  th  of  August,  the  squadron  weighed  from  the  an- 
chorage at  the  mouth  of  the  Potomac,  and,  without  the  aid 
of  a  pilot,  began  to  ascend  the  river,  the  intricate  naviga- 
tion of  which  was  almost  wholly  unknown  to  any  one  on 
board.  On  the  following  day,  the  Seahorse  grounded,  and 
it  was  only  by  putting  her  guns  on  board  ti^  tender  that 
she  was  again  got  afloat,  when  the  squadron  continued  its 
course  up  the  river.  On  the  2oth,  while  passing  the  flats 
€ff  Maryland  Point,  the  Seahorse  and  Euryalua  were  much 
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I  damaged  aloft  by  a  heavy  squall;  but  in  the  course  of 
twelve  hours  every  trace  of  injury  had  been  removed  by 
their  highly  disciplined  crews. 

After  bein^  some  twenty  times  aground,  and  warping 

almost  incessantly  for  five  successive  days,  the  squadroa 
anchored  abreast  of  Fort  Washington  on  the  27th.  The 
attack  was  immediately  commenced  by  the  bomb- vessels* 

which  threw  several  shells  into  the  fort ;  but  which  was 
only  intended  as  a  diversion  until  the  frigates  could  warp 

into  a  proper  position  near  the  fort  to  open  their  fire.  1^ 
sooner  had  the  first  shell  burst,  than  the  giu  ri-on  was  ob- 
served quitting;  the  tovra ;  but,  suspectinc^  some  concealed 
design,  Captain  (iordon  ordered  the  hriug  to  be  continued. 
At  8h«  P.M.,  however,  an  explosion  of  the  magazine  took 
place,  and  the  firing  ceased  for  the  night.  On  the  28th, 
at  daylight,  possession  was  taken  of  the  forts  which  were 
intended  for  the  protection  of  Alexandria ;  and  as  soon  as 
the  complete  destruction  of  the  guns  ('27  in  number)  and 
their  carriages  liad  been  effected,  the  squadron  ])roceeded 
lip  the  narrow  channel,  as  soon  as  it  had  been  buoyed  off, 
to  the  town.  A  boat  with  a  fiag  of  truce  was  shortly 
afterwards  observed  approaching;  when  a  proposal  from 
the  common  council  of  Alexandria  was  made  to  capi- 
tulate ;  but  Captain  Gordon,  with  that  cautiousnesB  and 
decision  which  it  well  became  him  to  observe,  declined  to 
listen  to  any  proposition,  until  he  had  placed  his  squadron 
in  such  a  position  as  would  enable  him  to  eniurce  his  own 
terms. 

The  terms  insisted  upon  by  Captain  Gordon  were 
humiliating  in  the  extreme,  for  it  was  stipulated  that  the 
Americans  should  raise  the  vessels  which  had  been  scuttled 
and  place  them  in  the  same  state  as  they  were  when  tiie 
British  squadron  passed  the  Kettle  Bottoms ;  the  owners 
were  directed  to  send  on  board  their  rigging  and  stores 
without  delay  ;  all  merchandise  was  to  be  brought  back  ; 
and  the  merchants  directed  to  load  their  own  vessels,  which 
were  to  be  towed  off  by  the  captors. 

One  of  the  otHcers  employed  in  seeing  the  terms  dictated 
by  Captain  Gordon  complied  with  (Mr.  John  Went  Frazer, 
a  young  midshipman),  having  strayed  some  few  yards  from 
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bis  boat,  was  assatdted  by  two  naval  officers  on  horseback, 

stated  to  have  been  Captains  David  Porter  (of  "Essex" 
fame),  and  John  O.  GreiErhton.  An  attempt  was  made  to 
carry  off  Mr.  Frazer,  although  at  the  same  time  a  flag  of 
truce  was  flying  on  the  walls  of  Alexandria ;  but  the  gal- 
lant (!)  officers,  obtaining  a  glimpse  of  the  British  boat's 
crew,  made  a  predpitate  retreat.  In  conseqaence  of  the 
feeling  manifested  by  the  inhabitants  of  Alexandria  upon 
this  occasion.  Captain  Gordon  refrained  from  carrying  into 
etiect  the  last  article  of  the  treaty,  by  which  it  wato  sti- 
pulated thnt,  u\um  the  least  infraction  of  the  flag  of  truce, 
the  squadron  should  open  tire  on  the  town. 

On  the  31st,  early  in  the  morning,  Captain  Henry  L« 
Baker,  in  the  IS-gun  brig  Fairy,  which  had  fought  her  way 
np  the  river,  arrived  at  Alexandria  with  the  admiral's 
orders  for  Captain  Gordon  to  retmn,  and  on  the  same  day, 
without  waiting  to  destroy  the  stores  he  could  not  bring 
away,  the  British  squadron  weighed,  accompanied  by  21 
sail  of  prizes,  many  of  which  having  been  sunk,  had  been 
raised,  masted,  fltted  for  sea,  and  loaded  in  the  course  of 
three  days.  Contrary  winds  made  it  necessary  for  the 
ships  to  have  recourse  to  warping  down  the  river,  during 
which  the  Devastation  grounded.  The  Americans,  on  the 
watch  to  take  advantage  of  any  accident,  immediatdy 
assembled  thdr  gun-boats  and  fire-vessels,  and  under  the 
orders  of  the  renowned  Commodore  Rogers,  advanced  to 
the  attack  of  the  bomb-vessels.  Captain  iVlcxander,  how- 
ever, taking  command  of  the  boats  of  his  own  v 
immediately  proceeded  to  the  attack  of  the  gun- boats, 
which,  upon  his  approach,  most  magnanimously  retreated. 
The  fire -vessels  were  also  rendered  harmless  by  the  skill  of 
the  British  officers  in  the  boats,  which  tow^  them  out  of 
reach  of  the  ships.  Mr.  John  Moore,  midsh^man  of  the 
Seahorse,  is  particularly  mentioned  by  Captain  Gordon  as 
having  signalized  himself  on  this  service. 

The  British,  under  Rear-Admiral  Cockburn,  having  in 
the  meanwhile  retired  from  Waphington,  the  Americans 
determined,  if  possible,  to  prevent  the  return  of  the  Bri- 
tish squadron  down  the  Potomac;  and  the  shores  were 
aeoordingly  lined  with  seamen  from  the  different  ships 
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at  Philadelphia  and  Norfolk ;  and  riflemen,  artillerists*  and 
militia  were  lying  in  ambush  on  every  point  ready  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  ehghteat  advantage  resulting  £rom  accident 
or  other  cause*  Batteries,  also,  virere  thrown  up  in  the  best 
positions  for  attacking  the  ships.   The  Meteor  and  Fairy, 

in  advance  of  the  squadron,  continued  to  move  down  tlie 
river,  and  these  two  vessels,  assisted  by  the  tender  and  a 
boat  bel()iifj,iiiLr  to  the  Enryalus,  f^reatly  im]>eded  the  pro- 
gress of  the  enemy  in  their  works,  notwithstanding  which, 
however,  the  Americans  succeeded  in  increasing  their 
batteries  from  five  to  eleven  guns,  and  in  building  a  furnace 
for  heating  shot. 

On  the  drd  of  September,  the  ^tna  and  Erebus  got 
down  to  the  assistance  of  the  Meteor  and  Fairy,  and  on 
the  following  day  the  frigates  and  prizes  arrived  there 
also  ;  but  the  Devastation  was  still  live  miles  astern.  The 
grand  attempt  was  now  made.  The  Erebus  sustained 
much  damage  from  three  field-pieces  before  they  could  be 
silenced.  The  Devastation  was  subjected  to  a  second 
attack  from  the  enemy's  fire-vesads ;  but  the  boats  of  that 
ship,  assisted  by  those  of  the  Fairy,  compelled  the  gun-boats 
to  retreat  with  the  fire-rafts.  In  an  attempt,  however,  to 
dislodge  the  enemy  from  a  narrow  creek  in  which  they  had 
soii0:lit  refuge.  Captain  Baker  sustained  a  severe  loss,  in- 
cluding among  the  killed,  his  second  lieutenant,  Charles 
Dickinson. 

On  the  dth,  at  noon,  the  wind  bemg  fiur  and  every 
suitable  arrangement  made,  the  two  frigates  anchored  within 
musket-shot  of  die  batteries,  to  cover  the  prizes,  as  tiiey 
passed  between  them  and  the  shoal.   The  Meteor,  iStna, 

and  Devastation,  and  the  Fairy  and  Erebus,  firing  as  they 
passed,  luok  up  a  position  to  facilitate  the  further  removal 
of  the  frigates.  At  3h.  p. int.,  these  batteries  having  been 
completely  silenced,  the  Seahorse  and  Euryalus  cut  their 
cables ;  and  the  whole  squadron  proceeded  onwards  towards 
the  next  point  to  be  contested  by  the  Americans.  Two 
batteries,  mounting  together  from  14  to  1 8  heavy  guns,  were 
here  constructed  on  a  range  of  cliflFs  of  about  a  mile  in  extent, 
close  under  which  the  squadron  was  compelled  to  pass. 
It  was  not  intended  to  make  the  attack  that  evening ;  but 
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the  Erebus  having  grounded  within  range  of  the  batteries, 
the  whole  squadron  was  necessarily  called  into  action. 
The  fire  of  the  Fairy  and  Erebus  was  most  admirably 
directed,  and  had  gieat  effect,  while  the  bomb-ships  threw 
shells  with  equal  precisioii.  By  8h,  p.iff.  the  American 
batteries  were  entnely  nlenced;  and  on  the  following 
morning  the  whole  squadron  was  suffered  to  pass  without 
further  molestation.  On  the  9th,  the  Seahorse  and  squiulron 
re-anchored  at  the  entrance  of  the  Potomac,  the  spot  which 
they  had  quitted  23  days  previously. 

The  loss  during  thii»  most  fatiguing  and  arduous  service 
was  not  so  heavy  as  might  reasonably  have  been  ex* 
pected.  On  board  the  squadron  it  n mounted  to  seven  (in- 
cluding Lieutenant  Dickinson)  killed*  and  35  wounded. 
Amongst  the  latter  were  Captains  Napier  and  Bartholo** 
mew,  Lieutenant  Reuben  Paine,  and  Mr.  Andrew  Reid, 
master's  mate,  iill  slightly.  Captain  Gorduu,  in  his  official 
letter,  mentions  in  the  most  gratify inrr  manner  all  the 
captains  and  officers  associated  with  hun  in  tliis  perilous 
enterprise,  and  in  particular  describes  the  conduct  of 
Lieutenants  Henry  King  (first  of  the  Seahorse),  and  Thomas 
Herbert  (first  of  the  £uryalus)»  in  the  highest  terms ;  nor 
does  he  omit  naming  the  important  part  enacted  by  the 
master  of  the  Seahorse,  Mr.  Alexander  Louthean,  who,  he 
states,  both  found  and  buoyed  the  channel  of  a  navigation 
which  no  ship  of  a  similar  draught  of  water  had  ever  before 
attempted  with  )ier  grin«  and  stoics  on  board."  So  difficult 
indeed  was  the  navigation  considered  by  the  Americans 
themselves,  that  a  seaman  of  the  Seahorse,  who  had  served 
on  board  the  President,  stated  that  that  frigate  took  42 
days  to  accomplish  the  same  distance,  and  even  then  with* 
out  her  guns. 

The  attack  upon  the  city  of  Baltimore  was  attended 
with  less  fortunate  results,  owing  to  the  great  strength  of 
the  place.  Baltimore  is  built  on  a  tongue  of  land  watered 
on  one  side  by  the  Susquehana  river,  and  on  the  oliicr  by 
a  continuation  of  the  Chesapeake.  The  city  is  about  14 
miles  distant  from  the  confluence  of  the  Patapsco  and 
Chesapeake,  and  is  surrounded  by  detached  hiUs,  one  of 
which  on  the  eastern  side  commands  the  place.  Tlie  en« 
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trance  was  protected  by  i  ui  t  McHenry,  distant  two  miles 
from  the  city,  m\d  by  a  bar  wluth  runs  across  tiie  liarbour, 

on  which  there  are  only  about  14  or  15  feet  water.  The 
successes  of  the  British  arms  at  Washington  had  struck 
a  panic  into  the  inhabitants  of  this  important  place ;  and 

it  is  probable  that,  had  a  vigorous  blow  been  immediately 
stmck,  the  result  would  have  been  most  favourable;  but 

some  delay  taking  ])lace,  the  Americans  recovered  from 
their  fears,  and  resorted  to  the  strongest  means  for  pro- 
tection in  the  event  of  an  attack.  Exclusive  of  l(i,f^OO 
militia^  regulars,  and  flotilla  men,  which  General  Winder 
had  been  ordered  to  assemble  for  the  defence  of  the  district, 

numerous  volunteers  came  flocking  in  from  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  seamen  and  marines  belonging  to  the  ships  of 
Commodore  Rogers  and  Captains  Perry  and  Porter  also 

arrived  from  tlie  banks  of  the  Potomac. 

On  the  Gtli  oi  September,  the  Royal  Oak,  bearing-  Vice- 
Admiral  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane's  flag,  with  the  squadron 
and  transports,  sailed  from  Tangier  Island,  and  on  the  11th 
anchored  at  NorthPoint,  where  the  whole  force  disembarked, 
numbering  3,270  rank  and  hie,  including  a  division  of  sea- 
men, the  marines,  and  black  colonial  marines  of  the  fleet* 
The  seamen,  in  number  600,  were  commanded  by  Captains 
Edward  Crofton,  Thomas  Bail  Sulivan,  Rowland  Money, 
and  Robert  Ramsay ;  and  the  marines  by  Captain  John 
llobyns.  The  frigates  Severn,  Euryalus,  Havannah,  and 
Hebrus,  five  mortar-ships,  and  the  Erebus  rocket-ship, 
were  appointed  to  proceed  up  the  river  to  the  attack  of 
Fort  McHenry  and  other  contiguous  batteries. 

Immediately  on  landing,  the  British  force,  commanded 
by  Major-General  Ross,  accompanied  by  Rear-Admiral 
Cockbum,  moved  forward  towards  the  city,  without  meeting 
any  effectual  opposition.  In  the  only  skirmish  of  any  con- 
sequence. Major- General  Ross  was  killed  by  a  musket- 
ball,  and  the  command  of  the  troops  devolved  on  Colonel 
Brooke,  of  the  44th  regiment.  An  action  took  place  the 
same  day  within  about  five  miles  of  the  city.  The  American 
anny,  numbering  about  4,500  men,  was  drawn  up  with  six 
pieces  of  artillery,  and  a  body  of  cavalry ;  and  these  were 
in  a  position  to  be  supported  by  a  reserve  of  upwards  of 
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8,000  men.  The  attack  of  the  British,  Lovvcver,  was 
irresistible.  The  men  advanced  in  the  face  of  a  constant 
and  well-directed  fire  of  musketry  and  from  the  field-pieces, 
and  the  Americans  retreated  before  them  to  the  shelter  of 
a  wood*  from  which  they  were  dislodged  at  the  point  of 
tiie  bayonet.  The  Amezicans  left  their  wounded  and  two 
guns  upon  the  field. 

The  loss  to  the  navy  in  this  important  battle  amounted 
to  Mr.  Arthur  Kduiond.soii,  captain's  clerk,  live  seamen,  and 
one  mimnc  killed  ;  and  Captain  of  Marines  John  Robyns, 
Lieutenant  Sampson  Marshall  (severely), Mr.  Charles  Oi^rle, 
midshipman, 30  seamen,  and  15  marines,  wounded;  making, 
with  the  loss  sustained  by  the  troops,  46  killed,  and  300 
wounded.  The  large  number  of  wounded  in  proportion 
to  the  killed  may  be  accomited  for  by  the  fact  that  the 
Americans  used  buck-shot ;  and  the  severity  of  the  loss 
was  caused  by  the  advantageous  position  they  had  taken 
up.  'llie  enemy  ackMo\\ledged  to  a  loss  of  20  killed,  90 
wounded,  and  47  missing ;  hut  the  British  made  200 
prisoners,  which  proves  the  last  return  to  be  untrue,  and 
we  may,  therefore,  place  what  reliance  we  please  upon  the 
otibers. 

On  the  morning  of  the  Idtii,  the  British  advanced  and 
took  up  an  eligible  situation  two  miles  to  the  eastward 
of  Baltimore,  whence  the  powerful  defences  of  the  dty 

were  discovered,  and  preparations  made  for  storming  the 
works. 

In  endeavour! nor  to  reach  Fort  McHcnry,  several  of  the 
squadron  grounded;  but  on  the  12th,  at  9h.  p.m.,  the 
Meteor,  ^tna.  Terror,  Volcano,  and  Devastation  mortar- 
ships.  Captain^  Samuel  Roberts,  Bichard  Kenab,  John 
Sheridan,  David  Price,  and  Thomas  Alexander,  audroeket- 
ship  Erebus,  Captain  David  E.  Bartholomew,  anchored  in 
a  position  to  bombard  the  fort  and  batteries,  the  frigates 
being  outside.  On  the  lotli,  at  daylight,  the  firing  com- 
menced, and  wris  returned  from  Fort  McHenry,  the 
Star  Fort,  and  batteries  on  each  side  of  the  river.  The 
firing  was  continued  all  day,  but  with  very  little  effect,  on 
account  of  the  distance.  At  night,  a  division  of  20  boats 
was  dispatched  up  the  Ferry  branch  to  cause  adiversion  in 
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favour  of  a  projected  assault  upon  the  American  camp ;  but 
in  consequence  of  the  extreme  darkness  of  the  night,  the 
boats  separated,  and  eleven  leturned  to  their  ships.  The 
lemaimng  nine  boats,  containing  128  officers  and  men 
commanded  by  Captain  Charles  Napier*  passed  up  the  river 
some  distance  above  Fort  McHenry,  and  opened  a  fire  of 
rockets  and  musketry ;  but  Captain  Napier,  not  having  his 
whole  party,  refrained  from  landing.  A  body  of  troops  was 
quickly  drawn  to  the  s^iot,  and  Captain  Napier,  having  thus 
etfected  the  principal  object  intended,  returned  down  the 
river.  When  abreast  of  the  fort,  one  of  the  officers  unad* 
visedly  discharged  a  rocket,  and  a  heavy  fire  was  instantly 
opendL  upon  tibe  boats,  but  which  fortunately  killed  no 
more  Hban,  one  man  of  the  party :  no  other  casualty  oc- 
currcd. 

The  expedition  was  on  the  same  evening"  countermanded 
hy  tiic  vice-admiral;  and,  much  to  the  rei;rct  of  tdl  (ex(.L|it 

the  Americans),  the  British  quitted  their  encampment,  and 
retreated  leisurely  to  North  Pomt,  where  the  troops  re- 
embarked.  The  object  in  view  by  the  commander-in-chief 
in  withdrawing  the  forces  was  a  projected  attack  on  New 
Orleans. 

On  the  12th  of  September,  Captain  the  Honourable 

Henry  W.  Percy,  in  the  phlp  Hermes,  having  under 

his  orders  the  20-gun  ship  Canon,  IS-gun  brigs  Sophie 
and  C'hilders,  Captains  the  Honourable  Ky])L  rt  C.  Spencer, 
Nicholas  Lockyer,  and  John  B.  Umfreville,  ancliored  about 
six  miles  to  the  eastward  of  Mobile^  on  the  coast  of  West 
Florida,  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  attack  upon  Fort 
Bowyer,  situated  on  Mobile  point.  This  fort  mounted  28 
guns,  principally  32  and  24-pounders.  In  consequence  of 
tiie  intricacy  of  the  channel,  however,  it  was  the  15th  before 
the  British  ships  could  cross  the  bar  to  take  up  their  station 
near  the  fort ;  but  after  much  dilliculty  this  was  accom- 
pH^hed,  and  the  Hermes,  Sophie,  Carron,  and  Childers 
anchored  in  line ;  the  two  first  by  the  head  and  stern  within 
musket-shot  of  the  battery,  but  the  two  latter  far  astern, 
I¥evionsly  to  this,  a  detachment  of  60  marines  and  120 
Indians,  with  a  small  howitzer,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Edward  Nicolls,  had  landed  on  the  peninsula,  and  a  party 
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proceeded  to  aeeaie  the  pass  of  Boiiseooan»  27  miles  to 
the  eastward  of  the  fort.   Owing  to  the  distanoe  at  which 

the  Carroll  and  Childers  had  unavoidably  anchored,  the 
cannonade  was  coniincd  almost  exclusively  tu  I  lie  Hermes 
and  Sophie,  and  in  a  short  time  the  superior  fire  of  the  fort 
had  nearly  crippled  the  Hermes.  Having  had  her  bow  cable 
cat,  the  Hermes  was  swept  aground  by  the  current  with  her 

head  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire,  which  in  a  short  time  cleared  her 
decks.  She  was,  however,  got  off»  and  her  foremost  gons 
brought  to  bear.  The  fire  of  the  Sophie  was  very  ineflfeient» 
owing  to  her  rotten  state,  from  which  cause  the  breeching« 

bolts  drew  and  the  guns  upset.  The  Hermes  then  endea- 
voured to  drop  out  of  gun-shot,  but  again  took  the  ground, 
and  every  means  ha\nno^been  used  to  get  her  afloat,  in  which 
every  boat  but  one  was  destroyed.  Captain  Percy  at  length 
detmnined  to  abandon  the  ship,  and*  after  ren^oving  his  re- 
maining crew  to  the  Sophie,  the  Hermes  was  set  on  fire.  The 
loss  sustained  in  this  unfortunate  buedness  amounted  in  the 
Hermes  to  17  killed,  including  Mesrieurs  Richard  C.  Pyne 
(master),  B.  Hewlett  (master's  mate),  and  G.  Thompson 
(boatsw^ain) ,  and  tive  men  mortally,  two  dangerously,  15 
(including  Lieutenant-Colonel  NicoUs)  severely,  and  three 
slightly  wounded  :  and  on  board  the  Sophie  six  men  were 
kiUed  and  16  wounded.  Total:  28  killed  or  mortally 
wounded,  and  3G  severely  and  slightly  wounded.  ^ 

On  the  26th  of  September  a  squadron,  consisting  of  the 
74-gun  ship  Flantag^et*  Captain  Robert  liloyd ;  d8-gun 
frigate  Rota,  Captain  PhOip  Somerville;  and  18-gun  brig 
Carnation,  Captain  George  lientliam,  cruizinL^  otf  the 
Western  Islands,  discovered  at  anchor  in  Fayal  Roads  the 
American  schooner  privateer  General- Armstrong,  Captain 
Campiin,  of  seven  guns  and  90  men.  The  neutrality  of  the 
port  having  been  violated  by  the  American  captain  in 
firing  on  a  boat  from  the  Plantagenet,  by  which  two  men 
were  killed  and  two  wounded.  Captain  Uoyd  determined 
to  attempt  the  capture  of  the  privateer  by  the  boats  of  the 
squadron.    Accordingly,  at  8h.  p.m.,  the  Plantagenet  and 
Ruta  ancliorcd  olf  Fayal  Road,  and  at  9h.  seven  boats  from 
the  two  ships,  containing  180  men,  under  the  orders  of 
Lieutenant  William  Matterface,  of  the  Eota,  departed  on 
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this  service*  At  midnight,  after  a  fatiguing  pull,  the  hoats 
arrived  witMn  hail»  wheu  they  received  from  the  schooner, 
and  from  a  battery  erected  vdth  some  of  her  guns  on  a  point 
of  land,  a  heavy  fire  of  cannon  and  musketry.  Two  of  the 
boats  were  sunk,  and  more  than  half  the  men  that  had 
been  sent  away  in  them  killed  or  wounded.  The  remainder 
returned,  and  about  '2h.  a.m.  on  the  27th  reached  the 
Rota.  The  liota's  first  and  third  lieutenants  (Matterface 
and  Charles  R.  Norman),  one  midshipman,  and  31  seamen 
and  marines  were  killed ;  and  her  second  heutenant, 
Richard  llawle,  lieutenant  of  Marines  Thomas  Park,  Mr. 
William  B*  Basden,  purser,  two  midshipmen*  and  81  men 
womided.  Soon  after  daylight  the  Carnation  stood  into 
the  roads  to  attack  the  privateer ;  but  the  Americans  set 
fire  to  and  destroyed  her. 

On  the  9th  of  October,  the  British  40-gun  frigate 
Endyiniou,  Caj)tnin  Henry  Hope,  being  off  the  shoals  of 
Nantucket,  fell  in  with  the  American  18 -gun  privateer  brig 
Neufchatel,  manned  with  a  crew  of  120  or  130  men.  It 
fedling  calm.  Captain  Hope  dispatched  the  boats  of  the 
frigate,  under  the  orders  of  Lieutenant  Abel  Hawkins  (an 
officer  of  16  years'  standing),  to  board  her.  The  boats* 
crews  gallantly  attempted  to  possess  themselves  of  the  brig, 
but  were  beaten  oiY  with  great  loss.  Lieutenant  Hawkins, 
one  midshipman,  and  26  men  were  killed ;  and  two  officers 

and  35  men  wounded.     In  iuldition  to  this  heavy  loss,  the 

launch  was  overpowered  and  captured  with  the  remainder 
of  her  crew,  who  were  made  prisoners. 

On  the  8th  of  December,  Vice-Admiral  Sir  Alexander  I. 
Cochrane,  in  the  80-gan  ship  Tonnant»  anchored  off  the 
Ghandeleur  Islands.  On  the  same  day,  while  the  S8-gun 
frigate  Armide,  Captain  Edward  T.  Troubrid2;e,  accom- 
panied by  the  Seahorse  uud  Sophie,  was.runmrii^'  past  the 
chain  of  small  islands  between  Mobile  and  Lake  Borgne, 
she  was  fired  at  by  two  American  gun-boats.  Tliree  other 
gun-boats  were  shortly  afterwards  observed  cruizing  about 
the  lake.  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane,  having  selected  the 
head  of  this  lake  for  the  disembarkation  of  the  troops 
intended  for  the  attack  upon  New  Orleans,  the  remainder 
of  his  squadron  and  the  troop  ships  joined  him  at  his 
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anchorage  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  ;  hut  as  the  disem- 
barkation must  necessarily  he  iicrformed  for  many  miles 
in  boats*  it  became  necessary,  previously  to  making  the 
attempt*  to  rid  the  lake  of  the  gun-boats.  Accordingly, 
on  the  night  of  the  12th  of  December*  42  launches*  armed 
with  their  usual  canonades*  and  three  gigs,  containing  in 
all  980  seamen  and  marines,  quitted  the  Armide  in  tibree 
divisions,  under  the  orders  of  CViptuin  Nicholas  Lockyer, 
assisted  by  Captains  Henry  Moutresor  and  Samuel  Roberts* 
each  in  command  of  a  division. 

The  enemy  against  which  this  formidable  force  was  pro- 
ceeding was  of  no  mean  description ;  and,  possessing  all  the 
advantages  resulting  from  local  knowledge  and  position, 
their  capture  or  destruction  was  far  from  an  easy  task. 
The  gun-boats*  as  they  were  called*  were  not  mere  vessels 
of  thirty  or  forty  tons*  but  measur^  from  75  to  129  tons 
each,  and  some  of  them  had  twice  crossed  the  iUlautic* 
No.  156  was  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Commandant 
Thomas  A.  C.  Jones,  and  mounted  one  long  24-pouiHler 
on  a  pivot  carriage,  four  1 2-pounder  carronadcs,  and  four 
swivels,  with  a  crew  of  41  men.  No.  23  mounted  a  loug 
32-pounder,  six  long  6-pounders,  two  five-inch  howitzers* 
and  four  swivels,  with  a  crew  of  39  (we  should  rather  sup- 
pose 59)  men*  commanded  by  lieutenant  Isaac  McKeene. 
Three  others  were  similarly  armed  and  manned ;  and  in 
addition  were  a  schooner  and  sloop,  mounting  each  one  gun. 
Captain  Lockyer  stated  the  total  number  of  the  American 
crews  at  245. 

On  the  13th,  in  the  forenoon,  the  advance  of  the  British 
boats  was  observed  by  Lieutenant  Jones,  who  believing  the 
boats  to  be  about  to  land  troops*  immediately  gave  orders 
for  the  destruction  of  the  stores  at  St.  Louis  Bay.  The 
schooner  detached  on  this  service  was  attacked  by  a  division 
of  the  British  boats,  but  unsuccessfully,  in  consequence  of 
the  strong  pubition  occupied  by  her,  under  the  protection 
of  two  guns  ;  but  dreading  a  second  attack,  the  schooner 
was  destroyed  by  her  own  crew,  togctlicr  with  the  store- 
houses.   On  the  14th  Lieutenant  Jones  moored  his  flotilla^ 
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with  springs  on  their  cables  and  witli  boarding  nettings 
triced  up,  Rcross  the  narrow  channel  known  as  Malheureux- 
islaud-passage,  and  in  so  commanding  a  situation  that  the 
approach  was  most  difficult,  and  could  not  but  be  destructive 

toan7  asBailant. 

At  9h«  30m.  a.m.,  having  arrived  within  long  gun-shot  of 
the  enemy,  Captain  Lockyer  ordered  the  boats  to  anchor,  to 

give  the  men  their  Ineakhists,  they  liaving  rowed  3G  miles 
nearly  all  the  way  against  a  strong  current.  The  men 
having  been  thus  refreshed,  at  lOh.  30m.  the  boats  weighed 
and  again  took  to  their  oars ;  and  in  the  teeth  of  their 
enemy,  and  of  a  tide  running  at  the  rate  of  three  miles  an 
hour,  moved  forward  exposed  to  a  heavy  and  destructive  fire 
of  round  and  grape.  It  was  near  noon  when  the  headmost 
British  boat — ^the  second  barge  of  the  Seahorse,  in  which 
were  Captain  Lockyer  and  Lieutenant  George  Pratt  (') — 
was  enabled  to  grapple  with  the  enemy.  The  barge  laid 
the  crun-boat,  bearing  the  commodore's  ])ciidant,  alongside, 
and  a  desperate  contest  ensued.  Nearly  all  the  assail^mts 
were  either  killed  or  wounded,  including  among  the  latter 
Captain  Lockyer,  severely,  and  Lieutenant  Pratt,  mortally ; 
but  tiie  small  remnant  gained  the  enemy's  deck,  and  being 
well  supported  by  the  Seahorse's  first  barge,  under  Mr. 
George  R.  White,  midshipman,  and  by  the  boats  of  the 
Tonuaut,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  James  B.  Tattnell,  the 

vessel  was  soon  in  enthc  possession  of  tlie  British.  Ilie 
boat  of  the  latter  othcer  sank  alongside  the  vessel  from  the 
injuries  she  had  received,  but  the  crew,  taking  possession  of 
another  boat,  gallantly  proceeded  to  the  attack  of  the  four 
remaining  gun-boats.  Other  boats  arriving  up  in  quick 
succession,  the  whole  American  force  was  in  about  five 
minutes  in  possession  of  the  British.  The  execution  of  this 
daring  service  was,  as  must  have  been  anticipated,  attended 
with  a  heavy  loss,  occasioned  iji  iucipally  by  the  galling  fire 
to  which  the  boats  were  exposed  when  advancing  to  the 
attack.  It  was  as  follows  :  Messieurs  Thomas  W.  Moore, 
John  Mills  and  Henry  Symons,  midshipmen,  13  seamen, 
and  one  marine  killed ;  and  Captain  Lockyer,  Lieutenants 
William  6.  Roberts,  John  Franklin,  Henry  O.  Etough,  and 
Oeorge  Fkatt  (the  latter  mortally).  Lieutenant  of  Marines 
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Jctines  Uniacke,  Messieurs  Almk  Pettcl,  James  Hunter,  and 
John  Sudbury,  master's  mates;  John  O.  Reilly,  Robert 
Uniacke  (mortally),  Peter  Drummoud,  George  W.  Cole, 
Wiiliain  G.  White,  David  McKenzie,  and  ■  Pilkiiig- 
ton  (mortally),  midshipmen,  50  seamen,  and  11  marines 
wounded.  Total;  17  killed  and  77  wounded,  three 
mortally.  The  bss  sustained  by  the  Americans  was  slight 
in  comparison,  amounting  only  to  six  killed,  and  35,  in- 
cluding Lieutenant  Jones,  wounded.  The  affair  was  very 
gallantly  contested  on  both  sides  ;  but  the  persevering  ad- 
vance of  the  British  under  circum stances  so  discouras^ing 
cannot  be  too  highly  coininoiukd.  Captains  Lockver, 
Montresor,  and  Roberts  were  promoted  for  their  gallantry, 
and  many  of  the  lieutenants  and  midshipmen  also  gained  a 
step  in  rank.  This  obstacle  removed,  the  disembarkation 
of  the  troops  proceeded  uninterruptedly ;  but  with  reference 
to  the  future  operations  of  the  British  forces,  they  having 
been  wholly  of  a  military  nature,  do  not  come  within  the 
scope  of  this  work. 
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The  frigate  Endymion,  after  receiving  a  iieutenant,  four 
midshipmen,  and  36  men  from  the  Saturn,  to  replace  those 
unfortunately  lost  in  the  attack  upon  the  privateer  in  the 
manner  already  described,*  joined  the  56*gun  firigate  Ma- 
jestic, Captain  John  Hayes,  and  Pomone,  Captain  John 
R.  Lumley.  A  few  days  afterwards  the  38-gun  frigate 
Tenedos,  Captain  Hyde  Parker,  joined  company,  and  on 
the  loth  of  January  these  ships  were  cruizing  off  Sandy 
Hook,  when,  at  5h.  a.m.,  the  United  States  44-gun  frigate 
President,  Commodore  Stephen  Decatur,  passed  them  about 
two  miles  to  the  northward.  All  sail  was  made  by  the  British 
squadron,  steering  east-by-north,  wind  about  north-west ; 
and  at  6h.  30m.  ti^e  Majestic  fired  tluree  shot  at  the  chase, 
but  was  so  distant  that  tihe  fire  was  not  tetomed.  Towards 
noon  the  wind  fell  light,  and  the  Endymion,  outsailing  the 
Majestic,  gained  rapidly  upon  tlie  President. 

At  Ih.  lam.  P.M.  the  President  cut  away  her  anchors, 
started  her  water,  and  threw  overboard  boats,  spars,  &c., 
to  facilitate  her  retreat,  and  continued  to  wet  lier  sails  from 
the  royals  downwards.  At  2h.  p.m.  the  President  opened 
fire  from  her  stem  chasers,  and  at  2h.  30m.  the  £ndymion 
fired  her  bow  guns.  At  5h.  30m.  the  diase  wore  and 
altered  course  to  south,  her  movements  being  closely 
followed  by  the  British  frigate,  which  soon  afterwards 
brought  the  President  to  action.  The  two  ships  gradually 
closed  until  6h.,  when  the  musketry  from  the  tops  of  the 
Aiiicricaa  ship  began  to  do  execution  on  the  deck  of  her 

antagonist*   At  6h.  40m.  the  President  lufied  across  the 

*  See  p.  499. 
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bows  of  the  Endymion,  and  tihe  latter,  passing  under  the 
President's  stem,  fired  two  raking  broadsides,  and  then, 

hauling  up,  placed  herself  on  the  larboard  and  lee  quarter 
of  the  latter.  At  7ii.  loin,  the  Endymion's  larboard  quarter 
boat  was  shot  away,  and  also  her  lower  and  main-toj)j?aIknt 
studding-sails.  The  President  about  this  time  ceased  hring 
until  7h.  30m.,  when  it  w^as  resumed  from  her  aftermost 
guns,  which  brought  down  the  £ndymion*s  main-topmast 
studding-sail.  The  FteBident  then  hauled  suddenly  to  the 
wind,  in  the  hope  of  escaping  to  windward,  and  the  £n- 
dymion,  pouring  a  raking  fire  into  her  stem,  hauled  up  in 
pursuit.  At  7h.  40m.  the  President  kept  more  away,  firing 
only  at  intervals,  and  at  8h  p.m.  ceased  altogether.  Captain 
Hope,  supposing  the  President  to  have  surrendered,  ordered 
the  Endymion  to  cease  firing,  and  the  British  crew  com- 
menced bending  new  sails,  those  on  the  yards  having  been 
almost  w^hoUy  destroyed  by  the  Ameriean  chain  and  bar  shot. 

The  American  frigate  in  the  meanwhile  continued  her 
course  to  the  eastward,  under  a  heavy  press  of  canvas ;  but, 
at  llh.  15m.,  the  Pomone,  ranging  up  on  her  larboard 
quarter,  fired  her  starboard  broadside.  The  President  im- 
mediately rounded  to,  and  hailed  to  ^ny  that  she  had  sur- 
rendered ;  but  before  the  meaning  of  the  hail  was  under- 
stood the  Pomone  had  discharged  a  seeoi  id  broadside.  The 
Tenedos  shortly  afterwards  arrived  up,  and  sent  a  boat  to 
take  possession  of  the  prize.  The  Endymion,  out  of  319 
men  and  27  boys,  had  eleven  men  killed  and  14  wounded. 
The  F^idenf  s  loss,  out  of  a  crew  of  465  men  and  four 
boys,  amounted  to  three  lieutenants  and  32  men  killed ; 
her  commander,  master,  two  midshipmen,  and  Gd  men 
wounded.    Total :  35  killed  and  70  wounded. 

Had  the  Endymion  and  President  met  under  different 
circumstances,  more  honour  would  undoubtedly  have  been 
gained  by  the  capture;  but  the  presence  of  the  British 
squadron  must  certainly  have  served  to  damp  tlie  energies 
of  the  Americans.  That  the  Endymion  would  have  made 
a  prize  of  the  President  is  more  than  probaUe,  had  the  Po- 
mone not  interfered,  in  which  case  the  victory  would  have 
been  indeed  a  proud  one.  The  following  shews  the  com- 
parative force  of  the  combatants  :— 
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ENDYMIOx\.  PBESIDENT. 

/No.      24    28 

libs.     GG4    852 

Crew  (men  only)  No.     319    465 

Size                 Tons  1.27  7    1»533 

On  the  1 7th,  during  a  heavy  gale  from  the  eastwaixi,  the 
Endymion  was  obliged  to  throw  overboard  her  quarter-deck 
and  forecastle  guns,  and  lost  her  bowsprit  and  fore  and 
main  masts.  The  President  lost  all  liiree  lower  masts, 
and  several  of  her  guns  were  also  thrown  overboard.  The 
Endymion's  first  lieutenant,  Wifliam  Thomas  Morgan,  was 
very  deservedly  promoted.  '11  le  President  was  added  to  the 
British  mvy  under  the  same  name ;  but,  from  the  damages 
she  had  received,  together  with  her  age,  she  was  never  after- 
wards commissioned.  The  possession  of  the  ship,  however, 
afforded  ocular  demonstration  of  the  equal  force  by  which 
British  ships  had  been  captured. 

On  the  20th  of  February,  at  Ih.  20m.  p.u.  (Madeira 
bearing  west-south-west,  disftant  60  leagues),  as  the  Bri- 
tish 22-guu  thip  Cyane,  Ca])tain  Gordon  Thomas  Falcun, 
in  company  with,  but  at  a  di-tance  from,  the  20-gnn  cor- 
Vi  tte  Levant,  Captain  the  Honourable  George  Douglas, 
was  steering  under  all  sail  to  the  westward,  a  strange  sail 
hove  in  sight,  bearing  north-east.  Captain  Falcon  imme- 
diately m^e  the  necessary  signals  to  the  Levant,  then 
nearly  hull  down  to  leewara^  and,  taking  in  her  studding- 
sails,  hauled  up  on  the  starboard  tack  to  reconnoitre.  The 
stranger,  which  was  soon  made  out  to  be  a  laige  ship,  was 
in  fact  the  United  States  44-gun  frigate  Constitution,  Cap- 
tain Charles  Stewart,  standing  towards  the  British  vessels 
under  all  sail. 

At  2h.  45m.  the  Cyane  bore  up  to  close  the  Levant,  and 
at4h.  45m.  shortened  sail  and  hove  to  speak  her,  when 
Captain  Falcon  gave  a  correct  opinion  to  Captain  Douglas 
as  to  the  nature  of  Iheu:  pursuer.  As  it  was  known  that  a 
British  convoy,  nnder  charge  of  a  small  firigate,  was  not 
more  than  thirty  miles  to  the  southward,  it  became  an  ob- 
ject of  consequence  to  draw  the  enemy  beyond  their  reach  ; 
and  accordingly  Captain  Douglas  (being  the  senior  officer) 
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determined  to  make  sail  to  the  northward,  and  also  to  offer 
the  beat  resistance  possible  to  the  superior  force  approach- 
mg.   The  two  British  ships  then  made  aU  sail  on  a  wind ; 

but,  finding  the  Constitution  gaining  steadily  in  the  clicise, 
they  bore  up  with  tlie  wind  uu  the  starboard  ([uai  ter. 

Captain  Falcon  suggested  to  Captain  JJougias  that  the 
two  ships  should  keep  as  nearly  as  possible  abreast,  so  that 
both  might  use  their  stem-chase  guns,  in  the  hope  of  dis- 
abling tik&x  pursuer  in  her  approach.    This  design  was* 
however,  frustrated  by  circumstances  such  as  it  has  already 
been  but  too  often  our  duty  to  allude  to ;  namdy»  the  de« 
fective  fittings  of  the  guns.   It  was  found  on  board  tiie  Le- 
vant that  when  the  guns  were  placed  in  the  stem  ports 
there  was  not  sufficient  space  left  for  the  tiller  to  traverse  ; 
and  on  borne!  the  Cyane  the  stem  ports  were  found  not  to 
be  large  enough,  and  in  no  way  prepared  for  carronades, 
that  ship  having  been  originally  built  for  long  guns.  On 
discovering  these  irremediable  defects.  Captain  Douglas  de* 
teimined,  at  dh.  10m.,  again  to  faaid  to  the  wind  on  the 
atarboeid  tack,  with  the  Cyane  astern.   This  alteration  of 
course  brought  the  Constitution  on  the  weather  quarter  of 
the  British  vessels,  distant  one  mile. 

At  .>h.  oOm.  the  American  frigate,  being  about  tw'o  points 
abaft  the  beam  of  the  Cyane,  and  distant  from  half  to  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  (all  three  ships  having  hoisted  their  co- 
lours), commenced  the  action .  Both  British  vessels  opened  a 
smart  fire  in  return,  and  tlic  Levant  in  particular,  by  keep- 
ing a  close  luff,  was  enabled  to  take  an  advantageous  po- 
sition on  the  bow  of  the  frigate.  Captain  Falcon,  finding  the 
Cyane's  shot  frequently  to  ML  short  of  the  enemy,  thenbnced 
sharp  up  to  endeavour  to  get  upon  the  quarter  of  the  Con- 
stitution ;  and  at  Gh.,  to  avoid  a  raking  broadside,  shivered 
the  main-topi?ad  to  allow^  the  enemy  to  draw  a  little  ahead, 
when  the  Cyane  again  filled  and  stood  towards  the  Consti- 
tution.   But  the  latter,  in  some  measure,  defeated  Captain 
Falcon's  intention,  by  throwing  all  aback,  thus  again  bring* 
ing  the  Cyane  upon  the  beam  of  her  huge  adversary,  bnt 
now  nearly  within  musket-shot.   The  superior  fire  of  the 
American  frigate  was  soon  evident  in  the  tattered  sails  and 
disabled  &tate  of  the  Cyane. 
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Four  or  more  of  her  guns  on  the  engaged  side  being  dis- 
mounted or  disabled*  and,  perceiving  that  the  Levant  had 
bore  up  with  the  supposed  intention  of  wearing  to  sup- 
port the  Cyane»  Captain  Falcon*  at  about  6h.40m.*  de- 
termined to  wear  also*  and  with  great  difficulty  the  ship 
was  brought  to  the  wind  on  the  larboard  tack,  every  brace 
and  bow -line,  except  the  larboard  fore-brace,  having  been 
shot  away.  The  Constitution  soon  followed,  and,  in  a 
short  time,  opened  lire  from  the  starboard  guns  upon  the 
Cyane.  The  Levant,  having  suffered  much  from  the 
enemy's  fire,  had,  it  appears*  bore  up  to  refit,  but,  by  so 
doing,  had  divided  the  force*  already  vastly  inferior ;  and 
the  Cyane,  whose  masts  and  yards  were  all  rendered  unser- 
viceable, unable  any  longer  to  resist  her  powerful  opponent 
successfully,  at  7h.  hauled  down  her  colours  and  shewed  a 
light  to  denote  her  surrender. 

Full  two  hours  after  the  termination  of  the  action  be- 
tween the  Constitution  and  Cyane,  the  Levant  arrived  up* 
and*  after  endeavouring  to  obtain  the  weather  gage,  re« 
conmienced  firing  upon  the  enemy's  ship,  when*  finding 
the  Cyane  to  have  surrendered*  the  Levant  bore  up  to 
escape ;  but,  receiving  a  heavy  raking  fire,  which  shot  away 
her  wheel,  further  resistance  was  found  unavailing,  and 
Captain  Douglas  ordered  the  colours  to  be  hauled  down. 

Out  of  a  complement  of  115  men  and  10  boys,  the  Le- 
vant had  four  men  killed  and  17  wounded;  and  the  Cyane, 
the  crew  of  which  consisted  of  145  men  and  26  boys,  had 
four  killed  and  three  officers  and  17  men  wounded.  To- 
tal* in  the  two  ships  :  eight  killed  and  37  wounded.  The 
loss  of  the  Constitution*  out  of  472  men*  amounted  to  six 
killed  and  18  or  20  wounded*  several  of  whom  mortally. 
The  whole  number  of  guns  on  board  the  British  ships  was 
50,  of  which  only  four  were  long  guns,  and  those  of  light 
calibre.  The  Cyane  was  a  ship  measuring  about  530  tons, 
of  the  class  commonly  called  "  donkey  frigate,**  and  was 
armed  with  22  caxxonades*  32-pounders,  on  her  main-deck* 
and  eight  18-pounder  carronades  and  two  long  S-pounders 
on  her  quarter-deck  and  forecastle.  The  Levant  was  simply  a 
corvette  of  450  tons*  mounting  18  carronades*  32-pounder8* 
and  two  long  nines.   The  Constitution's  armament  and 
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size  has  already  been  stated,  and  it  is  quite  unnecessary  to 
add  one  line  to  prove  her  vast  superiorit}^  wlien  compared 
with  the  puny  o]:)})oneiits  abovi'  described. 

Captains  Douglas  and  Falcon  were,  on  the  28th  of  June, 
tried  by  a  court-martial,  at  UaUfax,  for  the  loss  of  their 
respective  ships,  when  they  were  most  fully  and  honourably 
acquitted  of  all  blame,  and  deservedly  applauded  for  the 
gallant  defence  each  had  made.  The  president  of  the  court. 
Captain  Charles  Bullen,  then  returned  to  these  officers 
their  swords,  pronouncing  at  the  same  time  the  most  gra- 
tifying encomiums  on  their  conduct.  The  court  also  ex- 
pressed to  the  rcniiiiriiny:  crew  of  the  Cyane,  in  tlie  strong- 
est terms,  the  sense  entertained  of  their  determined  loyalty 
in  resisting  the  temptations  held  out  by  the  enemy  to  draw 
them  from  their  allegiance,  which  they  retained  aiso  under 
circumstances  of  almost  unprecedented  severity  exercised 
towards  them  whilst  on  board  the  Constitution. 

On  the  26th  of  February,  the  British  13-gun  schooner 
St.  L;i\vrence  (twelve  carronades,  12-pounders,  and  one  long 
9-pounder),  Lieutenant  Henry  Cr;mnier  Gordon,  while  con- 
veying dispatches  from  Rear-Admiial  Cockburn  relative  to 
the  peace  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  was 
fallen  in  with  and  captured,  after  a  very  gallant  defence,  by 
the  American  14-gun  privateer  brig  Chasseur.  The  St. 
Lawrence,  out  of  a  crew  of  50  men»  had  six  killed  and  18 
wounded ;  and  the  Chasseur,  out  of  115  men,  bad  five  killed 
and  eight  wounded. 

Two  actions  ot  the  most  disgraceful  nature  on  the  part 
of  the  Americans,  since  they  were  fought  under  the  know- 
ledge of  the  conclusion  of  peace,  remain  to  Ijc  recorded. 
The  American  22-gim  corvettes  Peacock  and  Homet> 
Captains  Bid  die  and  Warrington,  in  company  with  a  store 
brig,  on  the  20th  of  January,  effected  ^eir  escape  from 
New  York,  and  proceeded  on  a  cruize.  On  the  23rd  the 
Hornet  parted  company  from  her  consorts  and  proceeded 
to  her  rendezvous  off  Tristan-d'Acunha.  On  the  20th  of 
March,  the  Hornet  spoke  a  neutral  vessel,  uud  Captain 
Biddle  was  informed  of  the  peace.  Although  information 
coming  in  this  questionable  shape  was  not  binding  upon 
Captain  Biddle,  yet,  as  a  man  and  a  national  o^cer,  it  was 
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his  duty  to  have  acted  cautiously  before  setting'  it  at  de- 
fiance ;  but  the  plain  fact  was,  that,  perfectly  aware  of  the 
negotiations  going  on  previously  to  his  quitting  America* 
he  was  desirous  of  gaining  a  share  of  plunder*  and  therefore 
proceeded  uninterruptedly  in  his  cruize. 

On  the  23rd  of  March*  at  llh.  a.m.*  just  as  the  Hornet 
was  about  to  anchor  ofiF  the  northern  end  of  Tristan- 
d*Acunha,  the  Ijiitish  18-gun  brig  Penguin,  Ca])tain  James 
Dickinson,  hove  in  ^^ight  to  windward,  and  instantly  made 
sail  towards  the  Hi)nict. 

It  is  necessary  in  this  place  to  describe  the  approaching 
combatants.  In  addition  to  lu  r  usual  armament  of  twenty 
32-pounder  caiionades,  and  two  long  IS-pounders  (on 
account  of  their  length),  mounted  amid-ships*  the  Hornet 
had  musketoons  fitted  in  her  three  tops,  the  rfiarge  for  each 
of  which  was  50  buck  shot ;  and  upon  each  quarter  a  brass 
4-pounder  swivel  was  mounted.  Her  crew  consisted  at  this 
time  of  1G5  men  (eiirlit  being  absent  in  a  prize),  which  were 
of  course  picked  seamen.  Each  man  was  provided  with  a 
boarding  helmet  made  of  thick  leather*  and  protected  ^om 
sabre  cuts  with  narrow  cross  iron  bands  turning  up  at  the 
sides*  to  prevent  the  blow  from  glancing  off  the  helmet  and 
striking  the  shoulder.  In  fact,  no  improvement  which 
ingenuity  could  invent,  or  money  purchase,  had  been  omitted 
to  render  these  vessels  and  their  crews  perfect  for  offence 
and  defence.  Not  so  the  British  government:  the  18-gun 
brig,  which  in  jioint  of  tonnage  and  equipment  was  most 
wretched,  was  still  thought  all-sufficient ;  and  the  navy  was 
at  no  loss  for  officers  gallant  enough  to  place  them  alongside 
their  nominal  (but  nominally  only)  equals.  The  Penguin 
had  been  commissioned  in  November*  1813 ;  but  such  was 
the  difficulty  in  procuring  men*  that  her  complement  of  120 
was  not  made  up  till  the  June  following ;  but  even  then,  the 
men,  with  some  few  exceptions,  were  wanting  in  almost  every 
particular  except  the  article  courai^^e,  and  1 2  only  of  the 
whole  nvimber  had  ever  been  in  action.  The  Peni^uin  was 
then  sent  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  station,  where  she 
lost  several  men  by  sickness.  Captain  Dickinson  was  soon 
afterwards  dispatched  by  the  vice-admiral  at  the  Cape  in 
search  of  the  American  privateer  ship  Young-Wasp,  and 
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befi»e  aaOing  received  m  board  an  additional  12  marineSt 
which  increased  her  number  to  105  men»  including  officers, 
and  17  boys :  total»  122. 

At  Ih.  45m.  P.M.,  the  Penguin  hoisted  her  colours  and 
fired  a  gun;  whereupon  the  Hornet  hauled  up  on  the 
starboard  tack,  and  discharjicd  her  broadside.  The  PeiiLnnn 
immediately  shortened  sail,  and  rounded  to  on  the  same 
tack,  to  wmdward  of  her  antagonist,  and  at  about  pistol- 
ahot  distance.  In  a  very  short  time  the  star  and  bar  shot 
of  the  Hornet  had  done  their  work  to  the  rigging  and 
aails»  whUe  a  steady  fire  of  round  and  grape,  notwitbrtanding 
a  heavy  swell  which  prevailed,  was  taking  effect  upon  the 
Penguin's  deck.  As  the  brig  neiired  the  Hornet,  the  latter 
edged  oiF  the  wind,  and  Captain  Dickinson,  at  about  2h. 
15m.,  believing  that  his  enemy  was  retiring  from  the 
contest,  resolved  upon  an  attempt  to  board ;  but  before  he 
could  put  his  design  in  force,  he  was  mortally  wounded. 

lieutenant  James  McDonald  then  succeeded  to  the 
command,  and«  in  pursuance  of  the  captain's  intention, 
ordered  the  helm  to  be  put  a-weather,  and  ran  the  Penguin's 
bowsprit  between  the  main  and  mizen  masts  of  the 
American.  The  swell  of  the  sea,  however,  soon  [icirted  the 
combatants,  and  the  Penguin's  bowsprit,  after  carryin£2^  away 
the  Hornet's  mizen  rio^ging  and  spanker  boom,  snapped  in 
two ;  and  almost  at  the  same  moment  her  foremast  fell 
aft  along  the  larboard  and  engaged  side.  Still  unsubdued, 
the  British  crew  endeavoured  to  get  the  br^  round  so  as  to 
bring  the  starboard  broadside  to  bear  upon  Sie  enemy ;  but 
her  state  was  too  unmanageable,  and  no  alternative  re- 
mained between  being  cut  to  pieces  and  surrendering. 
The  action  lasted  about  40  minutes,  and,  after  a  lapse  of 
25  minutes  more,  the  Hornet's  boat  came  alongside  with  an 
o&cev  to  take  possession  of  the  prize. 

The  loss  on  board  the  Penguin  was  severe :  Captain 
Dickinson  (late  the  gallant  first  lieutenant  of  the  Cerberus 
at  Lissa),  the  boatswain,  and  four  men  were  killed,  and  four 
mortally  wounded;  and  Lieutenant  John  Elwin  (very 
severely),  Mr.  JohnH.  Bond,  master's  mate,  and  Mr.  John 
Noyes,  midshipman  (each  with  the  loss  of  a  leg),  and  2  j 
men  wounded. 
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The  Ilurnct's  damages  were  not  veiry  extensive,  but  she 
had  not  wliolly  escaped.  Several  shot  had  struck  her  hull, 
and  some  between  wind  and  water,  wliich  obliged  the  pumps 
to  be  kept  going.  As  usual,  the  amount  of  her  killed  and 
wounded  was  concealed  as  much  as  possible,  and  her 
acknowledged  loss  was  only  two  men  killed  and  deven 
wounded.  To  shew  how  far  this  wish  of  concealment  was 
carried,  Mr.  Edward  B.  Kirk,  one  of  the  Penguin's  mid- 
shipmen, who  happened  to  be  the  first  prisoner  brought 
on  board,  observed  the  crew,  as  he  stepped  on  the 
Hornet's  deck,  in  the  act  of  throwing  a  man  overboard ; 
when  some  symptom  of  animation  in  the  poor  feUow  in- 
duced them  to  haid  him  in  again.  The  man  a  few  days 
afterwards  was  walking  about  in  a  state  of  convalescence. 
The  probable  number  of  the  Americans  killed  was  greater 
in  a  five-fold  degree  than  that  admitted ;  and  of  wounded, 
16  were  counted  in  their  cots  by  the  Penguin  6  officers. 

The  Penguin  was  destroyed  by  her  captors  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  25th,  in  order  that  ^hc  slioukl  not  be  a  hindrance 
to  the  projected  cruize  to  the  East  Indies*  which  Captain 
Biddle  and  his  friend  Captain  Warrington,  who  joined 
shortly  after  the  action  ceased,  were  anxious  to  accomplish 


1_  -J 

11 

re  official  intelligence  of  the  peace  reached  them. 


There  is  much  ibrce  in  the  remarks  of  Mr.  James  in 

reference  to  this  meetini^.  **  Had,"  he  writes,  "  the  vessel 
in  sight  to  windward  been  rigged  with  three  masts  instead 
of  two,  and  had  she  on  a  near  approach  proved  to  be  a 
British  cniizer,  Captain  Biddle  would  have  marked  her 
down  in  his  log  as  a  frigate,"  and  have  made  oif  with  all 
the  canvas  he  could  spread.  Had  the  ship,  nevertheless, 
overtaken  the  Hornet,  and  been  in  reality  a  trifle  superior 
in  force  to  her.  Captain  Biddle,  we  have  no  doubt,  would 
have  exhausted  his  doquence  in  lauding  the  blessings  of 
peace,  before  he  tried  the  efi'ect  of  his  artillery  in  a  struggle 
for  the  honours  of  war.*' 

Captfiin  Biddle's  cruize  was,  however,  of  short  duration. 
On  the  2Sth  of  April,  in  company  with  the  Peacock^  the 
Hornet  was  chased  by  the  British  74 -gun  ship  Comwallis, 
bearing  the  flag  ctf  Rear- Admiral  Sir  George  Burlton,  when 
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the  two  vessels  taldng  different  courses,  the  CSomwallis 

pursued  the  Hornet.  While  in  cluisc,  one  of  the  crew  of 
the  British  ship  fell  overboard,  aud  while  heaving  to,  to 
pick  up  the  man,  the  Hornet  got  such  a  start,  that  the 
Comwallis  was  unable  to  make  up  for  it.  The  Hornet 
reached  the  United  States  without  a  gun,  or  scarcely  a 
musket  on  board,  every  thing  heavy  and  moveable  having 
been  thrown  overboard  during  the  chase. 

For  the  conduct  of  Captain  Warrington  there  is  no  term 
sufficiently  harsh.  On  the  30th  of  June  the  Peacock 
arrived  off  Anjier,  in  the  Straits  of  Sunda,  where  the 
Honourable  East  India  Company's  14-gun  brig  Nautilus, 
commanded  by  Lieutenant  Charles  Boyce,  of  the  Bombay 
marine,  was  lying  at  anchor.  Previously  to  the  commence- 
ment of  any  hostile  proceeding,  Mr.  Bartlett,  master  of  the 
Nautilus,  Comet  White,  one  of  her  passengers,  and  Mr. 
McGregor,  master  attendant  at  Anjier,  repaired  alongside 
the  Peacodc  in  a  friendly  way,  to  communicate  the  news  of 
the  peace.  Mr.  Bartlett,  on  arriving  on  the  deck  of  the 
Huruet,  vms^  instantly  sent  below  without  beint^  suffered 
to  ask  a  question.  Mr.  McGrep^or  was  rather  better 
treated,  and  communicated  to  the  hrst  lieiitoniLiit  the  most 
authentic  information  of  the  peace  between  England  and 
America,  grounded  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Madison's 
proclamation,  which  he  had  received  from  an  American  ship 
passing  the  straits  on  her  way  to  China.  This  was 
pexfecdy  sufficient  for  the  gallant  (!)  Captain  Warrington, 
and  Mr.  McGregor  was  ordered  to  join  Mr.  Bartlett  below. 
Such  would  to  a  certainty  ?wt  have  been  liis  course  had  the 
vessel  then  in  sight  been  of  about  twice  the  tonnage  and 
force  she  was,  for  then  she  would  have  been  the  Peacock's 
equal. 

The  Peacock  continued  her  course  for  the  brig,  and 
having  arrived  within  pistol-shot,  the  commander  of  the 
Nautilus  hailed  and  asked  if  the  captain  knew  that  peace 
had  been  declared.  The  only  answer  was,  **  Haul  down 
your  colours  instantly."  Lieutenant  Boyce  determined  to 
resist  this  "  reasonable  demand,"  as  long  as  the  ability  to 
do  80  remained;  an  action  accordingly  ensued,  which 
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terminated  in  the  brig's  surrender.  The  gallant  oommander 

was  most  danpferously  wounded,  and  amputation  of  the 
leg  at  the  hip  juint  rendered  necessary  ;  the  chief  officer,  Mr. 
Mayston,  was  mortally  wounded ;  imd  six  men  (three  of 
them  lascars)  were  killed,  and  seven,  including  live  lascars, 
wounded.  Lieutenant  Boyce,  after  a  long  illness,  was  at 
length  restored  to  comparative  health,  but  lives — ^if  he  still 
lives— the  marked  victim  of  savage  barbarity,  unworthy 
even  of  a  Red  Indian. 

On  the  18th  of  February,  a  treaty  of  peace  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  signed  on  the  24th  of 
December,  1814,  at  Ghent,  was  ratified  at  Washington  by 
the  American  President.  Of  the  terms  it  is  merely  neces- 
sary to  state,  that  "  Free  trade  and  sailors*  rights  **  re- 
mained perfectly  unaltered ;  and  that  Canada,  the  acquire- 
ment of  which  territory  was  one  other  object  in  going  to 
war,  was  not  even  mentioned. 

On  the  24th  of  February,  Bonaparte,  whose  abdication 
of  the  crown  of  France  and  retirement  to  the  Island  of 
Elha  has  been  stated,  embarked  on  board  an  armed  hrip:,  in 
which  he  returned  to  France  on  the  1st  of  March.  The 
'*  hundred  days,"  however,  were  soon  passed ;  and,  after 
his  defeat  at  the  hnttle  of  Waterloo,  Bonaparte,  being  un- 
able to  evade  the  British  cruizers  and  reach  America,  sur- 
rendered himself,  in  Basque  Roads,  to  Captain  Frederick 
Lewis  Maitland,  on  board  the  74-gun  ship  BeUerophon,  on 
the  15th  of  July.  In  this  ship  he  was  conveyed  to  Ply- 
mouth, where  he  arrived  on  the  2Gth  of  the  sam'j  mouth. 
The  few  actions  fought  in  tins  short  interval  now  remain 
to  he  recorded. 

On  the  30th  of  April,  the  British  74-gun  ship  Rivoli, 
Captain  Edward  Stirling  Dickson,  captured  off  the  Island 
of  Ischia,  after  a  running  fight  and  a  gallant  defence  of  15 
minutes,  the  French  40-gun  frigate  Melpom^e,  Captain 
Collet.  The  frigate  had  six  men  kiDed  and  28  wounded ; 
and  the  Rivoli,  one  man  mortaliy  and  six  slightly  wounded. 

On  the  17th  of  June,  the  British  IS-guu  brig  Pilot, 
Ca]>tain  John  Toup  Nieobis,  being  about  50  miles  from 
Cape  Corse,  chased  and  brought  to  action  the  French  :2b- 
gun  ship  L^^re,  Captain  N.  Toufiet.   The  action  was 
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conducted  in  a  manner  highly  creditable  to  Captain  Nicolas ; 
but  after  it  had  lasted  nearly  two  hours,  the  French  ship, 

taking  advantage  of  the  disabled  state  of  the  Pilot's  rigging 
and  sails,  and  the  loss  of  her  uuiui-topmast,  iiaulud  to  the 
wind  and  got  away.  On  board  the  Pilot,  two  men  were 
killed;  and  Lieutenant  Keigwin  Nicolas,  Mr.  Thomas 
Rowe,  pnmer,  and  ten  men  wounded.  The  L^g^re's 
damages  were  chiefly  confined  to  the  hull,  and  her  loss  is 
reported  to  have  been.  22  men  killed  and  79  wounded. 

On  the  18th  of  July,  Captain  Charles  Malcolm,  in  the 
SS-gun  frigate  Rhin,  having  under  his  orders  the  frigates 
Menelaus  and  Havanncdi,  Captains  Edward  Dix  and 
William  Hamilton  ;  18-gun  brigs  Fly  and  Ferret,  Captains 
Augustus  Ixildwin  and  James  Stirling- ;  and  schooner  Sea- 
lark,  Lieutenant  Robert  Helpman,  attacked  a  French  convoy 
in  the  harbour  of  Corigeou,  Bretagne.  The  merchant 
vessels  were  protected  by  a  battery  eligibly  situated  at  the 
point  of  the  harbour,  by  a  large  body  of  trocqps,  and  by  a 
mah-ofowar  brig  and  two  other  armed  vessels.  The  Ferret 
and  Fly  entered  the  harboiir,  while  the  seamen  and  marines 
of  the  squadron,  commanded  by  Captains  Malcolm  and 
Hamilton,  and  Caj>tain  of  Marines  Steplien  Bunce,  effected 
n  landing,  and  alter  a  smart  but  sharp  conflict  the  whole 
convoy  were  in  possession  of  the  Briti^.  The  enemy  had 
four  men  killed,  and  several,  including  officers,  wounded ; 
and  the  British  party  had  one  mortally  and  three  slightly 
wounded. 

On  the  7th  of  August,  **  General  Bonaparte,''  ex-empe- 
ror, was  transferred  from  the  iiclkrophon  to  the  74-gun 
ship  Northumberland,  Captani  Cliarles  H.  B.  Ross,  bearing 
the  flafr  of  llear-Admiral  Sir  (icorge  Cockburn,  K.C.B. 
On  the  6th,  the  Northumberland  sailed  for  St  Helena,  on 
which  island  the  **  general"  and  his  few  attendants  were 
landed  on  the  16th  of  October.  Europe,  being  thus  freed 
from  flie  man  who  for  so  many  years  had  involved  it  in  war, 
now  seriously  set  about  effecting  a  permanent  peace ;  and, 
on  the  20th  of  November,  a  treaty  was  solemnly  concluded 
at  Paris  betsvccu  the  different  belligerent  nations. 
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Abstract  of  the  Losses  of  Liue-of-Battle  Ships  and  Frigates  sus- 
tained by  tlie  Fieucli,  JJutch,  Spanish,  Danish,  Russian,  Turkish, 
and  American  Navies  in  the  War  comincucmg  in  May,  1803,  and 
ending  in  July,  1815. 


Ships  of 
Line. 

• 

Frigates. 

• 

Added 
to 

< 

British 

Capt, 

Dest. 

Capt 

Dest 

M  ^ 

O 

Navy. 

26 

9 

1 

55 

15 

5 

111 

59 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

5 

1 

1 

11 

4 

10 

1 

•  •  • 

6 

1 

•  •  • 

18 

11 

18 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

9 

1 

•  •  • 

28 

24 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

••• 

»  •  • 

••• 

1 

••• 

Turkish  .,  

•  •  * 

1 

•  •• 

1 

4 

•  •  t 

6 

American   

••• 

••• 

•  •• 

3 

1 

•  •  • 

4 

3 

Grand  Total 

55 

14 

2 

79 

23 

G 

179 

101 

1 

During:  the  same  period  the  losses  of  the  British  navy- 
were  as  follows ; — 


Description. 

tured. 

troyed. 

Lost  by  Accident 

TOTAL. 

«s 

to 
u 

Q 

Wrkd. 

Fondrd. 

Runit 

Ships  of  the  line  ... 

Frigates,  sloops, 
smaller  vessels,  j 

•  «  • 

83 

•  •  * 

7 

8 

161 

3 
50 

2 
3 

13 

304 

Grand  Total ... 

83 

7 

169 

53 

5 

317* 

*  With  reference  to  this  tOtal»  it  will  be  remarked  that  it  is 
chiefly  made  up  of  small  vessels,  such  as  arc  not  included  in  the  re- 
capitiilntion  of  the  losses  sustained  by  the  otiicr  nations  ;  but  it  will 
further  be  observed,  that  throughout  so  long  and  severe  a  war  the  total 
number  actually  taken  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy  is  90  only,  and  does 
not  include  one  line-of-battle  ship. 
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CHAPTEll  XVI, 


1816. 


BOMBARDMENT  OF  ALGIERS. 

Th£  atrocities  committed  by  t^ie  Algeriiies«  and  in  parti- 
cular their  barbarous  massacre  of  tlic  crews  of  more  than 
three  hundred  small  vessels,  on  the  23rd  of  May,  1816,  at 
Bona,  induced  the  British  government  to  prepare  an  expe- 
dition to  act  against  the  forts  and  shipping  of  Algiers. 
Accordingly,  on  the  28th  of  July,  a  fleet,  consisting  of  tlie 
following  ships,  sailed  ironi  Plymouth  Sound,  with  a  fine 
northerly  wind. 

GmnSMp. 

100  Queen.Charlotte(A^^J^"^^"^?J^^^^^^^ 

V*  ^  wixa*      ICaptam  James  Bnsbane,  C.B., 

98  Impregnable 

^iM^^Mu^^^      ICaptam  Edward  Brace,  C.B., 

r  Superb    Charles  Ekins, 

*7A  \  ^^'^^^^^^   >»     William  Paterson, 

lAlbion   „     John  Coode, 

50    Leander   „     Edward  Che  tham,  C.B. 

40  /^^^®™    "  Hon.  Frederick  W.Aylmer, 

LGlasgow    „  Hon.  Anthony  Maitland, 

rOranicus   ,  William  Furlong  Wise, 

\Hebras   „  Edmund  I^lmer,  C.B. 

BriL':s — Ih  ron,  ^lutine,  Britoriiait.  Cordeliii,  and  Jasper;  Captains 
George  lieuthain,  James  Mould,  liobert  Riddell,  WiiUam  Sargeant, 
and  Thomas  Carew. 

Bombg — ^Beebebub,  Fury,  Heda,  and  Infenial ;  Captaliu  WiUiam 
Kempthome,  Constantme  n.  Moorscmit  WilUam  Popham,  and  Hon. 
George  J.  Perceval. 

On  the  dth  of  August,  at  2h.  f.m..  Lord  Exmouth  an- 


Digitized  by  Google 


518  BATTLBS  OF  [1S16* 

chored  the  fleet  in  Gribraltar  Bay,  where  he  found  lying  the 
74-gun  ship  Minden,  which  had  heen  ordered  on  ahead 

when  otf  Falmouth  ;  likewise  the  following  Dutch  ships, 
\inder  Vice-Admiral  Baron  Van  de  Cappellen. 

Gum.  Gufu, 


rMelampufi, 

40   <  Prederica, 

LDiana, 


40  Amstil, 
30  Di^eraad, 

18  Eendra^t. 

The  baron  immediately  yolnnteered  the  co-operation  of 
his  squadron,  and  the  ofiisr  being  readily  embraced.  Lord 

Exmouth  made  every  preparation  for  an  attack  upon  the 
Algerine  batteries.  On  the  13th  of  August,  the  18-gun 
brig  Satellite,  Captain  James  Murray,  arrived  from  ofF 
Algiers,  and  on  the  same  day  the  captain  of  each  ship  re- 
ceiTed  a  plan  of  the  fortifications  with  m^^tmctions  for  their 
guidance.  On  the  14th,  early  in  the  forenoon,  the  wind 
having  shifted  to  ttie  souUiward,  the  whole  fleet,  (except  die 
Jasper,  which  was  sent  to  England  with  dispatches) ,  amount- 
ing to  23  sail,  with  Ave  gun-boats,  and  a  sloop,  fitted  as  an 
ex])losiuu-vessel,  under  the  direction  of  Lieutenaut  ii.  H. 
Fleming,  weighed  and  proceeded  on  their  destination. 

On  the  16th  the  wind  blew  from  the  eastward  ;  in  the 
ereningthe  18-gun  corvette  Prometheus,  Captain  William 
B.  Dashwood,  joined  from  Algiers,  having  on  board  the 
wife  and  children  of  Mr.  McDonell,  the  British  consul ;  but 
die  Dey  had  detained  the  consul,  and  also  tiie  surgeon,  three 
midshipmen,  and  18  men  of  the  Prometheus. 

Tliu  fortifications  of  Algiers  were  of  considerable  strength. 
Upon  the  various  batturies  on  the  north  side  80  pieces  of 
cannon  and  eight  heavy  mortar.^  ^\  ere  mounted ;  l)ut  the 
water  was  so  shoal  that  a  large  ship  could  not  approach 
within  reach  of  them.  Between  the  north  wall  of  the  city 
aud  the  commencement  of  the  pier  (which  is  about  250 
yards  in  length,  and  connects  the  town  with  the  lighthouse), 
were  about  20  gims ;  and  a  semidrcular  battery,  mounting 
two  tiers  of  guns,  about  44  in  all,  stood  on  the  northern 
projection  of  the  mole.  To  the  southward  of  that,  and 
nearly  in  Hne  with  the  j)ier,  was  the  lighthouse  battery  of 

three  tiers,  mounting  48  guns,  next  to  which  was  the 
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**  eastern  battery,"  mounting  66  guns,  in  three  tiers, 
iiauked  by  four  other  batteries  of  two  tiers,  mounting  alto- 
gether CO  gum,  and  on  the  mole  liead  were  two  long  68- 
pounders,  described  as  being  20  feet  in  length.  The  total 
number  of  guns  on  the  mole  amounted  at  least  to  220, 
composed  of  32»  24»  and  18  pounders.  The  fish-market 
battery,  about  300  yards  west  from  the  south  mole  head, 
mounted  15  guns  in  three  tiers.  Between  that  and  the 
southern  extremity  of  the  city  were  two  hattcrics  of  five 
guns  each.  Beyond  the  cit\^  in  thi-  direction  was  a  castle 
and  three  other  hatteries,  mountinLA-  together  ahout  70  irini^. 
In  the  rear  of  the  city,  and  on  the  heights,  were  several 
other  batteries ;  so  that  the  total  number  of  guns,  mounted 
for  the  defence  of  this  fastness  of  robbery,  oppression,  and 
cruelty,  exceeded  1,000« 

On  the  27th  at  day-break  the  city  was  seen,  the  ships 
at  this  time  lying"  nearly  becalmed.  Lieutenant  Samuel 
Burgess  was  then  dispatched  to  the  Dey,  to  demauil  com- 
pliance witli  the  following  conditions  : — ^l^he  aboUtion  of 
Christian  slavery :  the  release  of  all  Christian  slaves  :  the 
repayment  of  the  money  recently  exacted  for  the  re- 
demption of  Neapolitan  and  Sardinian  slaves :  peace  with 
the  King  of  the  Netherlands :  and  the  immediate  liberation 
of  the  consul,  with  the  officers  and  boats*  crews  of  the 
Fh)metheus.  At  9h.  Lieutenant  Burgess,  with  a  flag  of 
truce  flying-,  pushed  off  from  the  Severn  frigate,  which  had 
towed  the  boat  in-shore,  and  at  llh.  a.m.,  when  near  the 
mole,  was  met  by  a  boat,  in  which  w^as  the  captain  of  the 
port,  by  whom  an  answer  was  promised  to  the  demand  in 
two  hours.  In  the  meanwhile  the  sea  breeze  having  sprung 
up,  the  fleet  stood  into  the  bay,  and  hove  to  about  a  mile 
firom  the  city*  At  2h.  p.  v.,  no  answer  having  been  received. 
Lieutenant  Burgess  made  a  signal  to  that  effect,  and  pulled 
off  towards  the  Severn.  Lord  Exmouth  immediately  de- 
manded, by  signal,  if  all  the  ships  were  ready,  and  being 
answered  in  the  affirmative,  the  fleet  bore  up  for  the  attack 
in  the  prescribed  order. 

At  2h.  35m.  the  Queen-Charlotte  anchored  with  springs 
about  50  yards  from  the  mole  head ;  and  while  in  the  act 
of  making  a  warp  fast  to  an  Algenne  brig  on  shore  at  the 
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mouth  of  the  harbour^  a  shot  was  fired  at  the  ship ;  and  at 
the  same  moment,  two  shot  from  the  opposite  end  of  the 

mole  were  fired  at  the  Impregnable  and  oUier  ships  as  they 
were  advancing  to  take  tlicir  statiuns.  Lord  Exniouth, 
unwilling  to  sacrifice  the  mass  of  jjersons  standing  on  the 
parapet  of  the  mole  gazing  with  astonishment  upon  the 
Queen-Charlotte»  waved  his  hand  to  them  to  descend,  and 
immediately  afterwards  gave  orders  to  commence  firing* 
and  the  action  became  general  as  the  ships  brought  their 
guns  to  bear.  On  the  Queen-Chailotte's  larboard  bow  lay 
the  Leander,  with  her  starboard  alter  guns  bearing  upon  the 
mole,  and  her  foremost  ones  upon  the  fish-market  battery. 
Ahead  of  the  Leander  wns  the  Severn,  her  starboard  broad- 
side bearing  full  upon  the  fish-market  battery.  Close  to 
the  Severn  was  the  Glasgow,  her  larboard  guns  bearing  on 
the  town  batteries.  On  the  larboard  quarter  of  the  Queen- 
Charlotte  was  the  Superb,  her  starboard  broadside  bearing 
on  the  60-gua  battery  next  to  the  one  on  tlie  mole  head. 

It  was  intended  that  the  Impregnable  and  Albion  should 
take  their  places  close  astern  of  the  Superb ;  but  the 
former,  not  being  sufficiently  advanced  when  the  firing 
commenced,  bronrrht  up  considerably  outside  her  appointed 
station,  and  beyond  the  line  of  bearing  within  which  the 
attacking  force  had  been  ordered  to  assemble.  The  Im- 
pregnable in  consequence  lay  exposed,  at  the  distance  of 
500  yards,  as  well  to  the  lighthouse  battery  of  three  tiers, 
as  to  the  eastern  battery  of  two  tiers.  The  Munden  pushed 
on  and  dropped  anchor  in  tiie  space  between  the  Im- 
pregnable aiul  Superb,  upon  the  larboard  quarter  of  the 
latter.  Tlie  ^Vlbiuii  brought  up  near  the  Impregnable,  but 
weighed  again,  and  at  3h.  anchored  within  her  owm  length 
astern  of  tlie  Mindcn.  llie  end  of  the  stream  cable  was 
then  passed  out  of  the  gun-room  port  of  the  latter,  by 
means  of  which  the  Albion  was  hove  close  to  the  stem  of 
the  Minden.  Thus  the  line-of-battie  ships  took  their 
stations  in  a  norllierly  direction  from  tlie  mole  head ;  and 
the  Agates  from  the  fish-market  battery,  in  a  curved  line 
to  the  south-west.  The  Dutch  admiral  niLeiulLd  to  have 
placed  his  frigate  in  the  centre  of  his  squadron  and  against 
the  batteries  to  the  southward  of  the  city ;  but  not  being 
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able  to  occupy  this  post  in  consequence  of  the  Diana's  being 

too  far  to  tliu  southward,  he  gallantly  ran  past  that  frigate, 
and  anchored  the  Melampus  with  her  jib-boom  over  the 
Glasgow's  taffrail.  The  Diana  and  Dagerad  anchored 
astern  of  the  Melampus,  the  two  other  frigates  further  out, 
but  the  corvette  remained  underway.  The  Hebrus,  being 
becalmed,  anchored  a  little  without  the  line  on  the  larboard 
quarter  of  the  Queen-Charlotte.  The  Ghranicus  hove  to,  in 
order  to  allow  the  large  ships  to  take  their  places ;  after 
which  she  steered  for  the  admiral's  flag,  which  was  seen 
above  the  clouds  of  emoke,  and  anciinred  in  a  space  scarcely 
exceeding  her  own  length  between  the  buperb  and  Queen- 
Charlotte.  The  gallantry  and  skill  with  which  the  Granicus 
was  conducted  to  this  station  elicited  the  warmest  admi- 
ration of  all  who  witnessed  it.  The  brigs  took  station  as 
most  convenient,  or  continued  underway.  The  four  bomb- 
vessels  anchored  about  2,000  yards  from  the  enemy's 
works,  and  the  flotilla  of  gun-boats,  mortar-boats,  &c., under 
Lieutenant  Frederick  T.  Michell,  placed  themselves  where 
they  could  most  annoy  the  enemy. 

The  Are  of  the  Queen-Charlotte  was  so  well  directed, 
that  the  third  broadside  rased  the  end  of  the  mole  to  its 
foundation:  she  then  sprang  her  broadside  towards  the 
batteries  over  the  town  gate  leading  into  the  mole,  and 
their  demolition  was  as  speedily  effected. 

The  Leander  opened  fire  upon  the  Algerine  gun-boats 
and  row-galleys,  and  in  a  short  time  committed  great  havoc 
amongst  them.  At  about  4h.  this  ship  ceased  firing,  while 
the  barge  of  the  Queen -Charlotte  proceeded  to  set  fire  to 
the  Algerine  frigate  lying  across  the  mole.  This  service 
was  gallantly  executed  by  Lieutenant  Peter  Richards,  of  the 
Queen- Charlotte,  having  with  him  Major  Gossett,  of  the 
engineers.  Lieutenant  of  Marines  Ambrose  A*  R.  Wolrige, 
and  Mr.  Henry  M'Clintock,  midshipman.  In  less  than  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  the  frigate  was  in  flames,  and  the  barge 
had  retumid  to  the  ship  with  the  loss  of  two  men  killed. 
The  blaze  was  so  fierce,  that  Lord  Exmouth  testified  his 
approbation  by  signaling  to  the  fleet  Infallible." 

Mr.  Aaron  b .  by  mes,  midshipman  in  command  of  a  rocket- 
boat,  signalized  himself  greatly  on  this  occasion.  Although 
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without  orders,  thiB  gallant  young  officer  followed  the  barge; 
but,  in  consequence  of  the  slow  pace  of  the  rocket^boat,  the 
party  became  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  firom  thebattericB,  by 

which  himself  and  nine  of  his  boat's  crew  were  wounded,  and 
his  brother-officer  killed. 

At  4li.  ^^)(  im.  Rear- Admiral  Milne  sent  a  message  to  Lord 
Exmouth,  stating  that  the  Impregnable  had  sustained  a 
loss  of  150  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  requesting  that  a 
frigate  might  be  sent  to  divert  some  of  the  fire  from  that 
ship.  The  Glasgow  endeavoured  to  perform  this  service; 
but  it  being  perfectly  calm,  she  was  unable  after  nearly  an 
hour's  exertion  to  reach  the  intended  position,  and  anchored 
a  short  distance  ahead  of  the  Severn,  with  her  stem  towards 
that  ship,  and  thus  became  exposed  to  a  severe  fire  from 
the  fish-iiiciiket  and  contiguous  batteries.  At  7h.  tlie 
Leander,  having  also  siillered  severely  from  these  batteries, 

ran  out  a  hawser  to  the  bevem,  and  sprung  her  broadside 
roimd  upon  them. 

The  mortar  and  rocket-boats  had  by  this  time  set  all  the 
vessels  wittim  the  harbour  on  fire,  and  the  fiames  soon 
reached  the  arsenal  and  storehouses  on  the  mole.  The 

city  was  also  on  fire  in  several  parts  from  the  shells  thrown 
by  the  bomb- vessels.  The  ordnance  sloop,  fitted  for  an  ex- 
plosion ve  ssel,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Richard 
H.  Fleming,  accompanied  by  Major  Ileed,  of  the  engineers, 
and  Captain  Herbert  B«  Powell,  of  the  navy,  a  volunteer, 
was  now  run  on  shore  close  under  the  semicircular  battery 
to  the  northward  of  the  lighthouse ;  and  at  about  9h.  this 
vessel,  charged  with  143  barrels  of  powder,  exploded. 

The  fleet  continued  a  tremendous  cannonade  until  lOh. 
r.M.,  when  the  upper  tiers  of  the  batteries  on  the  mole 
being  nearly  destroyed,  and  the  lower  tiers  almost  silenced, 
the  Queen-Charlotte  cut  her  cables  and  >tood  out  with  a 
hght  air  of  wind  from  the  land,  directing  the  other  ships  to 
follow.  The  breeze  was  so  light,  that  the  Superb  and 
Impregnable  in  standing  off  shore  suffered  much  from  the 
lalong  fire  of  a  fort  at  the  upper  angle  of  the  city.  Before 
2h.  A.H.  on  the  28th,  the  whole  fleet  was  beyond  the  reach 
of  the  enemy's  shot,  and  the  ships  w^ere  greatly  assisted  in 
taking  up  their  anchorage  by  the  blaze  of  the  Algerine  fleet. 
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which  illumined  the  whole  bay.  As  if  to  add  to  the 
grandeur  of  the  scene,  the  thunder  and  lightning  continued 
to  play  for  nearly  tliree  hours,  and  the  rain  to  pour  in 
torrents.  The  loss  Bustained  daring  this  heavy  day's  work 
was  as  follows * 

Queen-Charlotte  :  ei^ht  men  killed  ;  Lieutenants  George  M.  King, 
John  8,  Ja[ro,  and  Frederick  J.  Johnson  (the  latter  mortally),  Mr. 
Joshua  Grimes,  admiral's  secretary,  Captain  (R.M.  Artillery)  Charles 
F.  liuitou,  Ltieuteuaut  of  Marines  Patrick  Ilobertfion,  Boatswain 
'^I^Uiam  Mszwdly  Mesaleiin  George  Mariduyn,  Henry  Campbell, 
Edward  Hibbert,  Edward  Stanley,  Robert  H.  Baker  (niddupmen), 
and  Samnd  Cobton  (clerk)^  82  aeam^iy  and  35  marines  and  sappers 
wounded.  Total :  eigtit  kiUed  and  131  wounded. 

Impregnable:  Mr.  John  Hawldns. midshipman,  37  seamen,  10 
marines,  and  two  boys  killed ;  Master's  Mate  G.  N.  Wesley,  Mr. 
Henry  Quinn,  midstdpman,  128  seamen,  and  30  marines  and  sappers 
woonded.   Total:  &0  killed  and  160  wounded. 

Superb:  Mr.  Thomas  Howard,  master's  mate,  Mr.  Robert  C. 
Bowen^  midahipman,  Hiree  seamen,  and  three  marines  kiOed ;  Captain 
Ekins  (slightly),  lieutenants  FhilipT.  Horn,  John M'Dougall,  and 
George  W.  Gunning;  Messieurs  William  Sweeting  and  John  H. 
Wolsely,  midshipmen,  62  seamen,  and  16  marines  wounded.  Total: 
ta^jbt  killed  and  84  wounded. 

Minden :  five  seamen  and  two  marines  MDed ;  Messieurs  Charles 
C.  Dent  and  Charles  G.  Grubb,  midshipmen,  26  seamen^  and  nine 
marinea  wounded.  Total:  seven  killed  and  37  wounded. 

Albion:  Assistant  Surveyor  Thomas  Mends,  Mr.  John  Jardine, 
midahipman,  and  one  seaman  killed;  Captain  Goode  (severdy),  Mr. 
Jdlm  Harvey,  midshipman  (mortally),  ten  seamen,  and  three  marines 
wounded.  Total :  tluree  kiUed  and  15  wounded. 

Leander :  Captain  of  Marines  James  Wiilson,  lieutenant  of 
Marines  George  Baxter,  Messieurs  Lowdon,  Richard  Calthrop,  and 
P.  G.  Hanwell,  midshipmen,  11  seamen,  and  one  marine  killed  ;  and 
Lieutenants  Henry  Walker  and  John  S.  Dixon,  Messieurs  Edward 
Aitchison,  William  Cole,  Dawson  Mayne,  Henry  Sturt,  George 
Dixon  (midship mm),  and  William  W.  Pickett  (clerk),  85  seameUyand 
25  marines  wounded.    Total:  17  killed  and  118  wounded. 

Severn :  two  seamen  and  one  marine  killed  ;  and  Messieurs  James 
Forster  (loss  of  arm),  Charles  Caley,  William  Ferror,  D.  MrNrnle 
Beatty,  and  Willinm  A.  Carter,  midshipmen,  26  seamen,  and  three 
marines  wounded.   Total :  three  killed  and  34  wounded. 

Glasgow :  nine  seamen  and  one  marine  killed ;  and  Lieutenant 
Edmond  W.  Gniu  rt,  Mr.  Robert  Fulton,  master,  Lieutenant  of  ^farines 

Athelstane  Stephens,  Messieurs  John  Dutteii,  George  W.  Harvey, 
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Wynne  Baird,  George  H.  HeaHiootey  and  —  Keay,  midshipmen, 
26  seamen^  and  three  marines  wounded*  Total  t  10  killed  and  37 
fpounded. 

Granicua:  IJeatenantaofMarinea  William  M.  Morgan  and  WIU^ 
Renfrey,  Mr.  Robert  Pratt,  midahipman,  11  aeamen,  and  two  marines 
killed;  and  Lieutenant  Hemy  A«  Perldns,  Mesaienra  Lewis  D. 
Mitchell,  Lewis  T.  Jones,  George  R.  Glennie,  and  Dacres  F.  Wise, 
midshipmen,  32  seamen,  and  five  marines  wounded.  Total :  16  killed 
and  42  wounded. 


Hebrus :  Mr.  George  H.  A.  Pocoeke,  midshipman,  and  three 
men  lolled;  and  Mr.  Aaron  S.  Sjmes,  midsliipmaa,  11  seamen,  and 
three  marines  wounded.   Total :  four  killed  and  17  wounded. 

Infernal :  Lieutenant  (R.  M.  Artillery)  James  P.  Bissett  and  one 

seaman  killed;  and  Lieutenant  John  Foreman,  Boatswain  Geoige 
Valentine,  Messieurs  James  Barber,  James  M.  Cross,  John  H. 
Andrews  (midshipmen),  and  Matthew  Hopkins  (clerk),  ten  seamen, 
and  one  marine  wounded.  Total :  two  killed  and  1 7  wounded. 

SUMMARY. 

Killed.  wounded.  i^Si^^l^ 

British   128      ...      690      ...  818 

Dutch    13      ...       52      ...  65 

Grand  Total ......   141  742    '  883 

No  ship  lost  a  spar ;  but  the  Imprecrn  ihle,  Leander,  Su- 
perb, Graniciis,  Glasgow,  and  Severn,  had  their  masta  and 
yards  much  damaged. 

At  daylight  in  the  mommg  the  bombs  were  ordered  to 
xetum  to  their  stations,  and  to  be  in  readiness  to  renew  the 
bombardment  of  the  city,  and  Lieutenant  Burgess  was  dis- 
patched, bearing  a  flag  of  truce,  to  repeat  the  demands 
made  on  the  preceding  day.  The  Algerine  officer,  who 
came  out  to  meet  the  flag  of  truce,  declared  that  an  answer 
had  been  sent  the  day  before,  but  that  no  boat  was  found 
to  receive  it. 

On  the  29th,  at  lOh.  a.m.,  the  captain  of  the  port  came 
off,  accompanied  by  Mr.  McDonell,  the  British  consul.  In 
the  afternoon  of  the  same  day.  Captain  Brisbane  had  a 
conference  with  the  Dey  at  his  palace,  after  which  several 
other  conferences  took  place,  and  the  final  result  was,  the 
delivery  to  the  British  of  upwards  of  1,200  Christian  slaves, 
the  restoration  of  382,500  dollars  for  slaves  redeemed  by 
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Naples  and  Sicily,  peace  with  the  Netherlands,  and  30,000 
dollars  to  the  British  consul,  in  compensation  for  the  loss 

of  his  property,  and  a  public  apology  for  the  detention  of 
his  person.  Havings  thus  in  the  most  complete  manner 
accomplished  tlie  object  of  the  expedition,  the  shij)s,  on  the 
3rd  of  September,  weighed  ou  their  return  to  England, 
leaving  the  Prometheus  only  to  attend  the  British  consul. 

For  the  skill  and  valour  displayed  on  this  occasion  Lord 
Ezmouth  was  created  a  viscount  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
Bear- Admiral  Milne  was  made  a  Knight  Commander  of  the 
Batii^  and  Captains  Ekins,  Aylmer,  Wise,  Maitiand,  Pater- 
son,  and  Coode,  companions  of  the  order.  The  following 
first  lieutenants  were  promoted  tu  the  rank  of  commander : 
Frederick  T.  Michell,  James  W.  Caimes,  and  Peter 
Richards,  Queen-Charlotte  ;  J.  Boyle  Babington  and  Ro- 
ger Hall,  Impregnable ;  Philip  T.  Horn,  Suj^crb ;  Joseph 
B,  Howell,  Minden ;  Robert  Hay,  Albion ;  Thomas  San- 
ders, Leander;  JohnDavies,  Severn;  George  McPherson, 
Glasgow ;  John  Parson,  Granicus ;  Edward  H.  Delafosse, 
Hebrus ;  and  John  Foreman,  of  the  Infernal. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  several  other  lieutenants  were 
promoted,  and  also  a  g-rcat  many  mates  and  midsliipmen. 
Never  was  there  a  more  gallant  achievement,  or  for  a  more 
praiseworthy  object.  The  difficulties  were  great ;  but  the 
conduct  of  tiie  expedition  had  been  committed  to  Lord  Ex- 
mouth,  avowedly  one  of  the  best  officers  that  ever  graced 
the  quarter-deck  of  a  British  ship,  and  nothing  that  skill 
or  bravery  could  execute  remained  unperformed  in  order  to 
bring  about  a  successful  termination.  The  batteries  by 
many  were  held  to  be  impregnable,  and  such  indeed  they 
appeared.  The  grand  point,  however,  was  gained  when 
the  Ciuecn- Charlotte  took  up  the  place  chosen  for  her  by 
the  admiral,  and  from  the  moment  of  opening  her  terrific 
broadside  the  result  was  easily  foreseen.  We  cannot  con- 
clude our  account  of  this  glorious  exploit  without  adding 
that  the  conduct  of  the  Dutch  admual  and  his  squadron 
was  gallant  beyond  all  praise. 
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1827. 


BATTLE  OF  NAVARIN. 

In  the  summer  of  1827,  a  British  squadron,  under  \^ce- 

.Vdiniral  Sir  Edward  Codriiigton,  acting  in  concert  with  a 
division  of  French  ships,  under  Rear-Admiral  de  Riorny, 
and  a  Rassian  squadron,  under  Rear-iVtlmiral  Count  Heidcu, 
assembled  in  the  Mediterranean,  for  the  purpose  of  cany* 
ing  into  effect  the  protocol  signed  at  St.  Petersburg,  on 
the  4th  of  April,  1826,  for  the  protection  of  the  inhaUt- 

aats  of  the  Morea  from  the  cnuelties  practifled  upon  Hum 
by  the  Turks,  under  Ibrahim  Ftoha. 

On  the  3rd  of  September,  an  Egyptian  fleet,  filled  with 
troops,  entered  the  harbour  of  Navarin,  in  which  it  \vas 
closely  watched  by  the  cuiubinod  squadrons.  On  the  19th, 
hnding  that  the  Briti&h  squadron  alone  remained  off  the  port, 
Ibrahim  Pacha,  desirous  of  sending  relief  to  Patras,  OT&red 
out  a  division  of  his  fleet ;  but,  finding  that  they  were  ob« 
served  by  the  British,  the  Egyptians  returned  to  Navarin. 

Rear-Admiral  de  Rigny,  having  rejoined  the  blockading 
squadron,  a  conference  took  place  on  the  26th  at  the  tent 
of  Ibrahim,  who  then  agreed  to  suspend  hostilities  against 
the  Greeks  until  an  answer  could  be  obtained  from  Con- 
stantinople, and  that  in  the  meanwhile  the  fleet  should  not 
quit  the  harbour.  Upon  the  faith  of  this  assurance,  nearly 
sdl  the  ships  were  withdrawn  from  before  Navarin.  Part  of 
the  British  squadron  was  sent  to  ^Vlcdta  to  refit,  the  British 
admiral  repaired  to  Zante,  and  the  French  to  Milo  for  pro- 
visions. The  Dartmouth  and  Armide  alone  remained  oS 
the  port. 
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Scarcely  had  the  Asia  anchored  at  Zante,  when  the  Dart- 
mouth hove  ia  sight  with  the  signal  flying  that  the  Turks 
had  put  to  sea ;  and  the  Arm!de>  having  proceeded  tOWards 
Milo,  overtook  theFiench  admiral  before  reacbing  that  place. 
Sir  Edward  Codrington,  in  ihe  AsisL,  having  widi  him  a  fri- 
gate and  two  corvettes  only,  intercepted  the  Turkish  squa- 
dron, cuii^i^ting'  of  seven  frigiitcs,  nine  corvettes,  two  hrigs, 
and  19  transports  ;  which  on  his  firm  reniunstrance  all  put 
back.  A  gccorul  division  of  six  Egyptian  frigates  and 
eight  brigs  had  likewise  put  to  sea,  but  they  also  retumedj 
and  the  whole  re-entered  Navarin  on  the  4th  of  October. 

By  the  15th>  the  different  squadrons  were  again  assem- 
bled before  Navarin ;  and  IbrsJiim,  thus  blocked  up,  conti- 
nued his  tyrannical  system  inland.  Various  attempts  were 
made  to  communicate  with  Ibrahim,  but  without  success, 
and  a  final  coiilercnce  was  called  on  the  ISth  of  October  on 
hoai'd  the  Asia,  at  which  it  was  decided  on,  that  the  com- 
bined squadrons  should  enter  the  harbour  of  Navarin,  and 
from  thence  renew  the  negotiations. 

On  the  evening  of  the  19th  of  October,  Vice- Admiral  Co- 
drington  issued  full  instructions  to  the  whole  force,  British 
and  foreign,  pointing  out  the  position  for  anchoring  each 
division,  but  concluding  with  the  well-known  advice  of 
Lord  Nelson  :  "  If  a  general  action  should  take  place,  no 
captain  can  be  better  placed  than  when  his  vessel  is  aioxig- 
aide  one  of  the  enemy." 

The  harbour  of  Navarin  is  very  capacious,  being  about 
six  miles  in  circumference  ;  the  mainland  bends  round 
three  sides  of  it  almost  in  the  form  of  a  horse-shoe,  and  an 
island,  two  miles  in  length  and  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in 
breaddi,  stretches  across  from  one  headland  to  the  other, 
nris  island  is  called  Sphacteria.  The  only  available  pas- 
sage into  the  bay  or  harbour  of  Navann  is  al)out  GOO  yards 
in  width,  and  at  the  southern  end  of  the  island.  On  enter- 
ing this  passage  there  u})pears  on  the  right  hand  a  bold 
promontory,  on  which  stands  a  fortress  and  the  small 
walled  town  of  Navarin,  near  to  which  Ibrahim's  army 
was  encamped.  On  the  southern  extremity  of  the  island, 
almost  opposite  to  the  fortress  on  the  promontory,  anotlier 
fort  was  placed.   The  first  fortress  was  mounted  vrith  125 
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guns,  and,  with  that  on  the  island,  was  well  placed  to  de- 
fend the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  f^s  w^ell  as  to  command 
the  anchorage  within.  At  the  northern  end  of  the  island 
was  a  third  batter}-,  which  also  commanded  the  harbour. 

At  about  Ih.  30m.  f.m.>  on  the  20th  of  October,  the 
signal  was  made  by  the  Asia  to  prepare  for  action,  and  the 
combined  fleet,  consisting  of  the  following  ships,  imme* 
diately  weighed,  and  stood  into  the  harbonr  of  Navarin ; 

the  British  and  French  forming  the  ^\  eather  or  starboard 
column,  and  the  Russians  the  lee  hne. 

BRITISH. 

Gun  Ship, 

80   Asia  rVice-Adm.  SirEdw.Codrington,K,C.B 

 I  Captain  Edward  Curzon, 

r Genoa    Commodore  Walter  Bathurst, 

\ Albion   Captain  John  A.  Ommanney, 

Dartmouth .       „      Thomas  Fellowes, 
Glasgow...       „     Hon.  James  A.  Maude, 
Cambrian...       „     Ghiwen  W.  Hamilton, 
Talbot   „     Hon.  Frederick  Spencer* 


74 


46 
50 
48 
28 

Corvette  Rose;  brigs,  Philomel,  ijiisk,  and  Musquito ;  and  Hind 
catter.  Commanders,  Lewis  Davies,  Yiscomit  Ingestrie,  Hon.  Wil- 
liam Anson,  Geoi|^  B.  Maitiii,  and  laeatenant  John  Robb. 


FEBNCH. 


CrUfW. 

60 

80 
78 
80 


Guns, 
80 
76 
76 
76 


Syrene, 

Trident, 

Scipion, 
Breslau, 


46  Armide, 

Alcyone  and  Daphne, 

corvettec. 


RUSSIAN. 


Azoff, 
Gargoute, 
Ezekiel, 
Newsky, 


Gum» 
46 
48 
46 
46 


Provemoy, 
Constantine, 
Elena, 
Castor. 


About  2h.  the  Asia,  the  leading  ship,  arrived  at  the  mouth 

of  the  harbour,  and  passed  unmolested  within  pistol -shot 
of  the  heavy  battery  on  the  starboard  hand.    The  Turkish 
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and  Egyptian  ships  were  mof-^red  in  the  form  of  a  crescent, 
the  largest  presenting  their  broadsides  towards  the  centre, 
and  the  smaller  ones  inside  filling  up  the  intervals,  the 
whole  conmting  of  one  ship  of  84  ^  gim8>  two  of  74,*  two 
of  64t  two  of  60,  two  of  50  guns,  fifteen  48-gun  fr^ates, 
26  large  corvettes,  eleven  brigs,  and  iive  fire-ships ;  making, 
with  about  40  transports,  a  total  of  above  100  sail,  mount- 
ing together  near  2,000  guns. 

The  Asia  on  entering  steered  for  and  anchored  close 
alongside  a  ship  of  the  line,  bearing  the  flag  of  the  Capitan 
Bey,  and  on  the  larboard  or  inner  quarter  of  a  double- 
banked  frigate,  with  the  flag  of  Mohaiem  Bey,  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  Egyptian  squadron.  The  Oenoa  following 
within  100  yards  of  her  leader,  brought  up  abreast  of  a 
double-banked  frigate  astern  of  the  admiral ;  the  Albion 
anchored  astern  of  tlie  Cxenoa.  To  windward  of  the  fleet  were 
four  ships,  beinL^])art  of  the  Egyptian  squadron,  which  were 
entrusted  to  the  Russian  admiral,  and  those  to  leeward  in 
the  bight  of  the  crescent  were  to  mark  the  stations  of  the 
whole  Russian  squadron,  the  ships  of  their  line  closing 
tiiose  of  the  En^sh  line,  and  being  followed  up  by  their 
frigates.  The  French  frigate  Annide  was  directed  to  take 
her  station  alongside  the  outermost  frigulc  on  the  left  hand 
side  on  entering  the  harbour,  mid  the  Cambrian,  Glasgow, 
and  Talbot,  next  to  her,  and  abrun  ^t  of  the  Asia,  Genoa,  and 
Albion,  llie  Dartmouth,  with  the  Rose,  Wasp,  Philomel, 
and  Musquito,  was  directed  to  watch  the  movements  of  the 
six  fire-ships  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour. 

Strict  orders  were  issued  by  Vice- Admiral  Godrington 
that  not  a  gun  should  be  fired  unless  the  allied  squadrons 
were  furst  attacked  by  the  Turks,  which  orders  were  rigidly 
observed. 

Although  the  ships  of  the  Turkish  fleet  and  the  batte- 
ries were  also  fully  prepared  for  action,  and  to  resist  the 
bold  proceeding  of  the  British  admiral,  the  Asia,  Genoa, 
and  Albion  were  suffered  to  enter  and  to  take  up  their  po- 
sitions without  molestation.    The  Dartmouth  followed. 


*  Each  of  these  ships  motmted  on  the  lower  decks  fourguns;  of  10- 
inch  bore,  for  throwing  marble  shot  of  120Ib8.  weight, 
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and  anchored  close  to  the  division  of  fire-ships,  when 
Captain  Fellowes,  perceiving  certain  movements  on  board 
one  of  them,  which  induced  him  to  believe  the  Turks  were 
about  to  act  oiFensively,  sent  a  boat  under  the  command 
of  Lieutenant  George  W.  H.  Fitzroy,  accompanied  by  Mr. 
Austin  Forbes,  midshipman,  to  request  that  the  fire-sliips 
should  quit  the  anchorage  occupied  by  the  allies,  llie 
Dartmouth's  boat  accordingly  proceeded  alongside  the 
sliip,  when  a  fire  was  opened  upon  the  boat,  by  which 
Lieutenant  Fitzroy  was  killed,  and  many  of  the  boat's 
crew  killed  and  wounded.  A  fire  of  musketrv  was  in- 
stantly opened  upon  the  Turkish  vessel  from  the  Dart- 
mouth and  also  from  the  Syrene  to  cover  the  boat,  which 
succeeded  in  regaining  her  ship.  A  shot  from  the  Turkish 
admiral's  ship  followed  this  outbreak^  upon  which  the  whole 
allied  squadron  in  a  position  to  do  so  opened  fire  upon  the 
Turks. 

The  Asia,  although  abreast  the  ship  of  the  Capitan  Bey, 

was  nearer  to  that  of  Moiiarem  l>ev ;  and  as  the  latter  did  not 
fire  at  the  Asia,  the  Asia  did  not  hre  at  her.  A  messenger 
was  also  sent  on  board  the  Asia  by  Moiiarem  Bey  to  the 
efiect  that  he  would  not  fire  at  all,  upon  which  Vice-Ad- 
miral  Codrington  sent  a  boat  with  Mr.  Peter  Mitchell,  the 
pilot,  who  acted  as  interpreter,  to  assure  Moharem  of  his 
desire,  if  posrible,  to  avoid  bloodshed;  but,  on  descending 
the  side  of  the  enemy^s  ship,  the  pilot  was  shot  dead.  Soon 
afterwards  the  Egyptian  ship  opened  fire,  and,  as  says  the 
vice-admiral  in  his  dispatch,  "  was  consequently  effectually 
destroyed  by  tlie  Asia's  fire,  shnniif^-  the  same  fate  as  his 
brother  admiral  on  the  starboard  side,  and  falling  to  lee- 
ward a  complete  wreck.*' 

The  action  then  became  general :  two  fire-ships  were  soon 
in  flames,  and  athird  blewup ;  while  a  fourth  was  sunk  bjr 
the  well-directed  broadsides  of  the  Fhilomd.  The  forts 
opened  upon  the  allies,  and  that  of  Navarin  especially  com- 
mitted much  havoc,  but  probabU  upon  friends  as  well  as 
foes.  The  Russian  ships  did  not  reach  the  positions  as- 
signed them  till  3h.  p.m.,  when  the  cannonade  became 
most  animated. 

The  Asia's  fire  having,  as  above  stated,  disposed  of  her 
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two  opponents,  that  ship  became  exposed  to  a  severe 
raking  fire  from  the  ships  of  the  mner  lines,  by  which  her 
mizen-mast  was  shot  away,  several  guns  disabled,  and 
many  of  her  crew  killed  and  wounded.  Mr.  William 
Smith,  the  master  of  the  Asia,  was  killed  in  the  early  part 
of  the  action^  while  bringing  the  ship's  broadsides  to  bear 
upon  the  Turkish  and  Egy])tian  admirals  at  onoe«  Captain 
Bell,  of  the  marines,  also  fell,  and  Sir  Edward  Codrington 
was  struck  by  a  musket-ball,  which  knocked  his  watch  out 
of  his  poeket  and  battered  its  cases. 

The  Genoa,  the  admiral's  next  astern,  suffered  mo^t  se- 
verely. This  ship  commenced  the  action  at  about  the 
same  time  as  the  Asia,  and«  being  closely  engaged  dur- 
ing the  whole  of  the  contest,  performed  excellent  service. 
As  the  Turks  fired  high>  the  carnage  among  the  marines  on 
her  poop  was  excessive,  and  it  was  at  length  considered 
prudent  to  remove  the  remainder  of  them  to  the  quarter-  % 
deck.  The  gallant  Captain  Bathurst  was  wounded  early 
in  the  action  by  a  splinter,  which  struck  off  his  liat,  and 
lacerated  his  face.  Another  shot  took  off  the  tails  of  his 
coat,  and  he  was  at  length  mortally  wounded  by  a  grape- 
shot,  which,  entering  his  side  and  passing  through  his  body, 
struck  the  opposite  bulwark.* 

The  Albion,  being  the  next  astern  of  the  Genoa,  was  ex- 
posed to  the  united  lire  of  a  cluster  of  ships,  including  one 
74  and  two  64-gun  ships,  upon  which,  at  2h.  4.'jm.,  she 
opened  her  broadside.  About  half  an  hour  after  the  coni- 
mencement  of  the  action  one  of  the  Turkish  ships  fell  foul 
of  the  Albion,  and  her  crew  made  an  attempt  to  board, 
but  which  was  repulsed  with  heavy  loss.  The  Turkish 
ship  was  in  turn  boarded  by  Lieutenant  John  Drake,  at  the 
head  of  a  party  of  men,  who  compelled  the  Turks  to  call 
for  quarter.  The  British  were  in  the  act  of  releasmg  a 
number  of  Greek  prisoners  secured  in  the  hold  of  this 


*  Captain  iiatliurst  survived  elcw  ii  hours,  aud  before  his  death 
was  visited  by  Sir  Edward  Codrington,  to  whom  he  expressed  his 
earnest  anxiety  for  die  welfare  of  his  officers.  His  body  was,  at  his 
request,  brought  to  England  in  the  Genoa ;  and  he  was  buried  at 
Plymouth  with  military  honours  on  the  27th  of  December. 
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ship,  when  she  was  discovered  to  be  on  fire.  lienttoant 

Drake,  therefore,  considered  it  expedient  to  return  to  the 
Albion,  and  the  cables  of  the  Turkish  ship  having  been 
cut  by  one  of  the  Albion's  mldr^hipmen,  ^vhose  name 
is  not,  as  it  deserves  to  be,  mentioned,  the  ship  drilled 
clear  of  the  Albion,  enveloped  in  flames,  and  shortly  after- 
wards blew  up  with  a  tremendous  explosion.  The  absence 
of  this  combatant  enabled  the  two  remaining  ships  to  open 
with  more  effect  upon  the  Albion ;  but  so  vigorous  was  the 
fire  of  the  British  ship  that  the  lar^t  of  the  two  was 
shortly  in  flames.  The  Albion  contiuued  till  dusk  to  en- 
gage her  enemies,  when,  taking  advantage  of  a  breeze  of 
wind,  s]ie  irot  imderwnv  nnd  stood  out  to  clear  herseii  irom 
the  numerous  blazing  ships  about  her. 

The  performances  of  every  ship  engaged  are  almost 
equally  well  spoken  of,  but  the  gallantry  of  the  commander 
and  crew  of  the  Hind  cutter  deserves  especial  mention. 
The  Hind,  a  cutter  of  160  tons,  mounting  eight  light  car- 
ronades  and  manned  with  a  crew  of  30  men,  was  the  Asia's 
tender,  commanded,  as  we  have  id  re  ad  v  stated,  bv  Lieute- 
iiant.Jolm  Robb.  The  Hind  had  been  dispatched  toZante, 
and  only  returned  as  the  allied  squadrons  were  entering 
Navarin  ;  when,  notwithstanding  his  paltry  force^  the  gal- 
lant lieutenant  determined  to  have  his  share  in  the  glories 
of  the  day.  He  accordingly  entered,  and,  taking  up  an 
excellent  raking  position  athwart  the  stem  of  a  large  fri* 
gate,  at  the  distance  of  about  40  yards,  opened  upon  her  a 
very  smart  hre.  After  occupying  this  position  ;ilK)ut 
three-quarters  of  an  hour,  ex])osed  to  the  fire  of  various 
smaller  vessels,  the  Hind's  cal)le  was  cut  by  shot,  and, 
when  clearing  away  a  second  anchor  to  let  go,  it  was  found 
disabled  by  shot.  This  was,  however,  dropped,  but  it  did 
not  bring  the  vessel  up  until  between  a  large  corvette  and 
a  brig,  both  of  which  she  engaged  until,  fbrtunajtdy  for 
her,  tibe  Turkish  brig  caught  fire  and  blew  up.  The  Hind 
then  continued  to  fire  upon  the  corvette  until,  her  re- 
maining cable  being  cut,  she  dropjx'd  clear  of  this  adver- 
sary. After  drifting  about  for  some  time  in  the  hottest 
part  of  the  action,  tlic  Hind  at  length  cnme  in  contact  \^ith 
a  large  Turkish  frigate,  her  main-boom  entering  one  of 
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the  main -deck  port-holes,  when  the  cutter's  crew,  which 
Lieutenant  liobb,  with  much  consideration,  had  ordered 
below  to  shelter  themselves,  himself  remaining  on  deck, 
were  called  up  to  repel  the  boarders,  which  the  Turks  were 
about  to  tiirow  upon  her  deck.  Notwithstanding  the  re- 
peated attempts  of  her  numerous  enemies^  so  gallant  and 
well  trained  were  the  Hind's  men,  that  on  each  occasion 
the  Turks  were  repulsed  with  loss,  and,  the  latter  growing 
desperate  by  tlic  opposition  offered,  a  large  boat,  nume- 
rously manned,  put  off  from  the  fngate,  in  the  hope  of 
carrying  the  cutter  in  this  way.  The  boat  was  nearly 
alongside  the  Hind,  when  two  carronades,  charged  to  the 
muzzle  with  grape  and  canister,  were  discharged  with  such 
])reci6ion  that  the  Turkish  boat  was  knocked  to  pieces. 
The  Hind  soon  afterwards  drifted  clear  of  the  frigate,  and 
the  general  cessation  of  firing  put  a  period  to  her  gallant 
career.  Her  loss  amuuuted  to  the  mate  and  three  men 
killed,  and  a  midshipman  and  nine  men  wounded,  several 
severely.  Three  of  her  carronades  were  dismounted,  and 
23  round  shot  had  entered  her  hull. 

The  Rose,  Philomel,  and  Talbot  were  also  greatly  dis- 
tinguished ;  and  Lieutenant  Maine  Lyons,  of  the  former, 
was  mortally  wounded  while  gallantly  endeavourmg  to  tow 
a  fiic-slii]),  which  was  in  flames,  clear  ui  the  Armide.  He 
succeeded  in  effecting  this  object,  after  ^vhich  the  blazing 
vessel  dropped  alongside  a  Turkish  frigate  and  blew  up. 
The  French  ships  behaved  admirably  ;  and  the  Russians 
also  elicited  Sir  Edward  Codrington's  warmest  applause  ; 
in  &ct,  the  positions  of  the  contending  ships  were  such  that 
the  mutual  and  most  perfect  co-operation  of  each  ship  of 
tiie  allied  squadrons  was  absolutely  necessary  to  bring  about 
a  fayourable  termination.  Had  the  Russians  or  French  not 
taken  their  full  share  hi  the  day's  proceediii<^'S,  the  British 
must  inevitably  have  been  annihilated. 

The  state  of  the  Turkish  fleet  on  the  morning  after  the 
action  is  thus  described  in  Vice-Admiral  Codrington's  offi- 
cial letter:  "  Out  of  a  fleet  composed  of  61  men-of-war, 
only  one  fr^ta  and  15  smaller  vessels  are  in  a  state  ever 
to  be  again  put  to  sea/* 
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The  loss  sustained  by  the  British  on  this  occasion  was  as 
follows : — 

Asia:  Mr.'WiUiam  Smith,  mafltery  Captain  of  Marines  Gteom  A. 
Belly  Mr.  Fhil^  DmuareBq  (mate),  Mr.  John  Lewis  (boatswain),  Mr. 
Peter  Mitchell  (pUot  and  interpreter) ,  and  14  seamen  and  marines 

killed  ;  and  Messieurs  Henry  S.  Dyer  (secretary),  H.  J.  Codringtou, 
William  V.  Lcc,  R.  II.  Bunbury  (midshipmen),  and  C.  Wakeham 
(clerk),  severely,  and  Lieutenant -Colonel  Craddock  (a  passex]ger)| 
and  51  seamen  and  marines  wounded. 

Genoa:  Commodore  Walter  Bathurst,  Messieurs  Peter  Brown* 
Charles  Bussell  (midshipmen),  and  A.  J.  T.  Rowe  (master's  as- 
aistant),  and  22  men  killed ;  and  Captain  of  Marines  Thomas  Moore 

S mortally),  Lieutenant  Henry  R.  8turt,  "Messieurs  Herbert  B.  Gray 
midshipman),  and  James  Chambers  (volunteer  2nd  class),  and  29 
men  wounded. 

Albbn :  Captain  of  Msrmes  C.  J.  Stevens,  Mr.  Edward  R.  Foster, 
master's  assistant,  and  dght  men  killed;  and  Reverend  E.  Winder, 
diaplain,  Commander  John  N.  Campbell,  Lieutenant  J.  G.  d'Ur« 
ban,  Messieurs  William  Lloyd  (mate),  Frederick  Gray  (midshipman), 
W.  F.  O'Kane  (assistant  surgeon),  and  James  Stewart  (dark),  and 
42  seamen  and  marines  wounded. 

Dartmouth:  Lieutenant  G.  W.  H.  Fitzroy  and  Mr.  Brown  Smyth, 
midshipman,  and  four  men  klUed ;  and  lieutenant  Spencer  Smith, 
Mr.  lAunodot  Harrison,  mate,  and  six  men  wounded. 

Glasgow:  two  iiien wounded. 

Talbot :  Mr.  W.  J.  Goldftnch,  midshipman,  and  five  men  killed  ; 
and  Lieutenant  Robert  S.  Hay,  Messieurs  Alexander  Cotton  (mid- 
shipman), J.  Dellamore  (schoolmaster),  and  Joseph  Gay  (clerk),  and 
13  men  wounded. 

Cambrian :  lieutenant  of  Marines  Fhifip  Sturgeon  killed,  and 
one  marine  wounded. 

Philomel :  one  marine  killed,  and  seven  men  wounded. 

Rose  :  three  seamen  killed,  and  Lieutenant  Maine  Lyons  (mor- 
tally), Messieurs  Douglas  Curry  and  M.  Williams,  midshipmen,  md  - 
X2  men  wounded. 

Brisk :  Mr.  Henry  Campling,  purser,  killed,  and  Mr.  John  Scott, 
surgeon,  and  two  seamen  wounded. 

Musquito :  two  men  killed,  and  four  wounded.  The  Hind's  loss 
Is  included  in  Asia's  report. 
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1  lie  following  table  exliibits  the  loss  of  the  British  and 
aiso  of  the  allies : — 


Lew. 

-a 

8HIFS. 

o 

BRITISH. 

19 

57 

26 

33 

10 

50 

6 

8 

•  •  • 

2 

6 

17 

1 

1 

1 
1 

fj 

3 

15 

1 

3 

2 

4 

FRENCH* 

75 

1  197 

21 

45 

3G 

••• 

7 

Breslau  •••«•••••••. 

Armide  •••••••••••• 

Alcyone  

Daphne   

RUSSIAN. 

Azoff  

Gargoute   

Ezekiel  

AlexanderNewsky 

Constantine  •  

Provernoy  

Elena 

Castor   


I 


1 

16 
1 
1 


24 
14 
13 


5 
» • 

3 


•s 

s 
o 


14 
25 
9 
8 


43  144 


67 
37 
18 
7 
1 
4 
5 


59  1  139 


Grand  Total :  177  killed;  480  wounded. 

SUMMARY. 

Kfflfid.  Wounded.  Sdwo^MU 

British    75  197  272 

French    43       ...       144       ...  187 

RoMian   59       ...       139       ...  198 

Gfand  Total    177  480  J57 

Sir  Edward  Codrington,  in  compliment  to  his  gallantry 

on  this  occasion,  was  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  the  Grand 
Cross  of  the  Bath,  and  the  captains  and  commanders  pre- 
sent in  the  action  ^Yere  nominated  companions  of  that 
order.   The  coumianders  ot  the  diilerent  ships  were  posted. 
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and  the  first  lieutenant  and  senior  mate  of  each  ship  pro- 
moted.  The  Emperor  of  Russia  oonfisnred  the  Ghrand  Cross 

of  St.  George  on  Sir  Edward  Codrington,  and  he  was 
honoured  with  the  Grand  Cross  of  St.  Louis  by  the  King 
of  France,  The  captains  were  also  distinguished  by  those 
sovereigns  with  crosses  of  St.  Vladimir  or  of  St.  Anne,  and 
the  cross  of  bt.  Louis  of  France.  Captain  Fellowes  was 
nominated  Knight  Commander  of  the  royal  Legion  of 
Honour. 
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OPERATIONS  ON  THE  COAST  OF  SYRIA. 

With  the  exception  of  our  co-operations  with  the  army 
of  the  Queen  of  Spain  during  the  civil  wars  jof  that  country, 

the  navy  had  remained  in  a  state  of  peaceful  inactivity 
since  the  attack  upon  the  Turkish  and  Egyptian  fleets  juit 
recorded  ;  but  its  energies  were  once  more  called  into  full 
vigour  by  the  decision  of  the  four  great  powers,  or  quad- 
ruple allianoe*  in  reference  to  the  Turco-Egyptian  question. 
The  Mediterranean  fleet  was,  fortunately  for  the  country, 
in  the  command  of  an  officer  whose  great  ezperienoe  and 
sound  and  mature  judgment  were  unshaken  by  time ;  and 

who,  to  a  clear  perception  of  the  proper  line  of  conduct  to 
be  pursued,  added  firmness  of  purpose  Avorthy  of  the  great 
leaders  from  whom  he  had  taken  his  naiiticMl  lessons. 

To  enter  into  particulars  of  the  causes  which  led  to  the 
series  of  actions  we  are  about  to  record  is  scarcely  necessary; 
but  it  may  be  as  well  to  state»  that  Mehemet  Ali,  Facha  of 
Bgyipt,  having  virtually  thrown  off  his  allegiance  to  the ' 
sublime  Porte  by  retaining  possession  of  the  Egyptian  fleet 
at  Alexandria,  it  was  determined  upon  to  reduce  him  to  Sub* 
jection.  That  France  was  busily  at  work  through  tiie  F^ha, 
seems  to  have  been  but  too  cvidciit ;  and  it  is  generally  be- 
lieved that  the  smallest  reverse  met  with  by  the  allies  would 
have  drawn  down  upon  them  the  whole  iM  ciich  force  in 
the  Mediterranean.  In  a  word*  success  alone  averted 
a  war  with  France.  The  four  powers  concerned  in 
tihe  subjugation  of  Mehemet  Ali  were  Austria*  Russia* 
Firussia*  and  England ;  but  as  has  ever  been  customary»  the 
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brunt  of  the  work  fell  upon  the  latter  power.    The  fleet  in 

the  Mediterranean  in  August,  1840,  the  period  of  the  com- 
mencement ot  iiostilitieSf  consisted  of  the  following  ; — 

Gun  Ship.  r  Admiral  Hon.  Sir  Robert  Stop- 

104   Princess-CharlotteJ    lord,G.C.B.,  G.C.M.G.(red), 

LCaptain  Arthur  Fanshawe, 

84   Powerful   Commodore  Charles  Napi^»C«B. 

80  Bellerophon  Captain  Charles  J»  Austen, 

76   Revenge   „  Hon.W.Waldegraye(a), 

84   Asia   „     William  Fisher, 

74    Implacable    „     Edward  Harvey, 

84    Ganges   Barring.  Reynolds,  C.B, 

92    Rodney    „      Robert  Maunsell,  C.B. 

84    Thunderer    „      Maurice  F.F.  Berkeley, 

80   Vanguard   „     Sir  David  Dunn,  K.H. 

r Edinburgh    W.W.Henderson,K.H. 

72  <  Hastings   John  Lawrence,  C.B. 

iBenbow   »     Houston  Stewart,  . 

78    Cambridge    „     Edward  Barnard. 

3G>guii  frigates  Castor  and  Pique,  Captains  Edward  Collier  and 
Edward  Boxer  ;  26-giui  irigates  Carysfort.  Tyne,  and  Talbot,  Captains 
H.  Byaui  Martin,  John  Towiiilitiid,  and  Henry  J.  Codrington  ; 
corvettes,  Dido,  Daphne,  andMagicieiLne,Captaiiis  Lewis  Davies^C.B., 
Jobn  W.  Da]Mii|^y  and  Frederick  T.  Micheia ;  flteam-shijps  Goxgon  and 
Cyclops,  Captains  William  H«  Henderson  and  Horatio  T.  Austin ; 
VesavinSi  Hydra,  and  Phcenix,  Commuiders  Thomas  Hendenon, 
Robert  S.  Robinson,  and  Robert  F.  Stopford;  and  Confiance,  Lieu- 
tenant Edward  Stopford;  brigs  &c.  Wasp,  Commander  George 
Mansel ;  Zebra,  Commander  James  J.  Stopford ;  Hasardi  Com- 
mander Honourable  C.J.J.  B.  Elliot. 

.  On  the  21^th  of  August,  the  Dido,  which  ship  had  been 
sent  away  on  a  mission  to  Constantinople,  joined  the 
admiral  at  Alexandria  with  dispatches ;  in  which  it  was 
stated  that  tilie  French  ambassador  had  declared  it  was  not 
the  intention  of  that  nation  to  interfere  in  reference  to  the 
proposed  settlement  of  the  l  urco-Egyptiaii  dispute.  Im- 
mediately ui)on  her  arrival,  the  Dido  received  orders  to 
proceed  to  the  coast  of  Syria  to  join  the  sc^uadron  under 
Commodore  Napier,  and  on  the  1st  of  September  the  Dido 
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reaclu  d  Beyrout,  where  the  Powerful,  five  sail  of  the  line, 
two  frigates^  one  corvette,  two  brigs^  and  two  steam-ships 
were  lying. 

On  the  9th  of  September  the  Admiral  arrived  with  the 
lemamder  of  the  fleets  together  with  three  Austrian  and 

five  Turkish  ships  of  war,  the  form^  commanded  by  Rear- 

xVdmiral  Bandiera,  and  the  Litter  by  Rear-Adiuiicd  Walker 
Bey.  In  the  interim  Commodore  Napier  had  been  gainini^ 
every  ])u;  sll)le  information  relative  to  the  enemy's  coast  and 
defences,  and  on  the  arrival  of  the  admiral,  hostilities  were 
immediately  determined  on,  the  commodore,  in  consequence 
of  the  ill  state  of  health  of  Colonel  Sir  Charles  Smith  of 
the  engineers,  being  intrusted  with  the  chief  management 
of  tiie  operations. 

On  the  same  night  the  marines  of  Ae  fleet,  and  also 
5,400  Turkish  troops,  were  ordered  to  embark  on  board  the 

steam-ships  Gorjjon,  Cyclops,  and  Phncnix,  and  to  mulcc  a 
feint  of  landing  on  the  cape,  under  cover  of  the  guns  (jf 

the  Dido  and  Wasp.  The  two  latter  vessels  accordingly 
anchored  as  dose  to  the  shore  as  their  draught  of  water 

would  allow  them ;  the  Dido,  the  outside  vessel,  bdng 
about  600  yards  from  the  rocks.  The  next  morning  the 
whole  fleet  got  underway  and  stood  close  in,  and  the 

Benbow  liaviug  anchored,  commenced  throwing  shells  with 
great  precision  of  aim  ;  several  other  ships  uL^o  opened  fire. 
Having  by  these  means  drawn  the  enemy  to  a  particular 
part  of  the  cape,  the  commodore,  by  signal  from  the  admiral, 
crossed  the  bay  to  a  spot  distant  ten  miles  from  the  sup- 
posed place  of  disembarkation,  where  a  landing  was  effected 
in  D' Joumi  or  Jouni  bay  without  opposition. 

This  service  completed,  the  Carysfort  and  Dido  were 
ordered  to  the  northward  to  the  attack  of  a  strong  tower  at 
GebaU,  garrisoned  by  Arnaut  troops.  On  the  evciiing  of 
the  11th  of  September,  the  Cyclo]>s,  having  on  board  220 
marines  and  150  mountaineers,  joined,  with  orders  that 
Gebail  should  be  bombarded ;  and  accordingly  the  three 
vessels  anchored  at  noon  on  the  12th  abreast  of  the  town, 
and  within  about  500  yards  of  the  shore*  In  addition  to 
the  strength  of  the  castle,  the  town  presented  a  solid  front 
of  low  stone  houses,  whidi  had  altogether  a  most  compact 
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appearance.  The  frigate  and  corvette  commenced  firing 
rouiid  and  Lii  rqie,  but  at  intervals  only,  under  the  idea  that 
the  place  would  poon  shew  a  desire  to  surrender;  but  no 
such  signs  appearing,  the  tiring  was  increased,  and  con- 
tinued for  the  space  of  an  hoiu;  the  Cydopa  occasionally 
dropping  shells  in  the  town. 

At  the  ei^iiation  of  this  time  the  marines  and  moun- 
taineers were  landed  a  few  hundred  yards  to  the  southward 
of  the  town,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Austin,  ac- 
companied by  Lieutenants  Charles  R.  Johnson,  E.  K.  H. 
Hallett,  Charles  I  homson,  and  George  GitFaid,  and  Mr, 
William  Buttlor,  m;ite,  and  the  marines  inuk  r  the  orders  of 
Captains  Charles  Robinson  and  Richard  Searle,  and  Lieu- 
tenants Richard  C.  Spalding,  Robert  T.  Harrison,  W.  R. 
Searle,  and  C.  W.  Adair.  The  party  rapidly  ascended  the 
beach,  and  scrambled  over  stone  dykes  and  through  cactus 
fences  without  any  other  object  to  direct  them  than  the  iriew 
of  the  lofty  walls  they  were  about  to  attack.  On  arriving 
under  the  castle,  the  party  tirat  became  acquainted  with 
the  strength  of  the  enemy  with  which  they  had  to  contend, 
and  which  had  uiiliappily  been  greatly  underrated.  When 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  castle,  the  party  became  ex- 
posed to  a  heavy  discharge  of  musketry  from  loop-holes 
nearly  level  vnth  the  ground  from  excavated  passages. 
The  assailants  were  now  brought  to  a  stand-still ;  and  ex- 
posed to  an  incessant  fire  from  concealed  enemies,  die  only 
return  that  could  be  made  to  which  was  by  firing  on  the 
loop-holes,  it  was  judged  necessary  to  retreat  to  the  boats. 
The  British  loss  in  this  untoward  business  amounted  to  five 
men  killed  and  18  wounded,  including  among  the  latter 
Lieutenant  George  Oiffiurd  (severely),  and  lieutenant  Adair 
of  the  maxines,* 

Having  returned  to  the  Cyclops,  the  bombardment  was 
commenced  in  good  earnest,  and  continued  for  four  hours ; 


*  An  English  flag  which  had  been  planted  on  the  garden  wall  as  a 
signal  to  the  ships,  having  been  accidentally  left  there  after  the  marines 
had  retired,  Lieutenant  Sidney  GrenfeU  and  —  Macdonald,  aesman 
of  the  Cyclops,  gallantly  volunteered  to  rccorer  it,  wMcb  was  effbcted 
amid  fhe  dieers  of  the  sqaadron. 
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but  the  walls  \vere  so  ?tronG^  that  no  visible  impression  was 
made,  with  the  exception  of  a  cupola  surmounting  a  mosque 
which  was  observed  to  fall.  In  the  night  the  Arnaut  troops, 
previously  reduced  to  extremities  by  the  want  of  provisions, 
evacuated  tiie  place,  and  it  was  taken  possession  of  by  the 
mountaineers,  all  of  whom  were  supplied  from  the  Cyclops 
With  arms  and  ammunition. 

The  Castle  of  Gebail  was  suHicientlv  stronn:  to  have 
withstood  for  a  considerable  time  the  whole  Mediterranean 
Heet;  its  walls  were  composed  of  immense  blocks  of 
stone,  many  of  which  were  twenty  feet  in  length,  and  twelve 
in  thickness ;  within  which  500  men  might  have  sheltered 
themselves  with  perfect  safety  and  ease.* 

On  the  15th  of  September,  the  Carysfort  in  tow  of  the 
Cyclops  removed  to  the  northward  to  Batroun,  where, 
observing  parties  of  Albanians  in  different  parts  of  the  town, 
they  stood  close  in  and  oj)ened  fire.  A  landing  was  then 
effected  by  250  armed  monntaineers,  in  the  boats  of  the 
Hastings,  Carysfort,  and  Cyclops,  in  charge  of  Lieutenants 
Charles  Thomson,  WiUiam  K.  Stephens,  and  Mr.  £dmund 
A.  Glynn,  mate.  The  mountaineers  gained  possession  of  the 
town  with  the  loss  of  only  one  man  wounded. 

The  marines  and  Turkish  troops  which  had  landed  at 
])'Jouni  bay  on  the  10th,  were  well  encamped,  and  re- 
mained undisturbed  under  the  orders  of  Commodore  Napier. 
Sir  Ilu])ert  Stopford  being  desirous  to  stay  any  further 
hostile  proceedings  if  possible,  in  conjunction  with  Rear- 
Admiral  Bandiera,  wrote  a  letter  to  Suleiman  Pacha,  the 
commander-in-chief  of  the  Pacha's  forces ;  but  this  having 
produced  no  effect,  it  was  determined  to  bombard  Beyrout. 
This  was  accordmgly  proceeded  with  and  continued  at 
intervals  for  several  days.f 


*  Mr.  Hunter,  in  his  published  account  of  these  operations,  con- 
siders this  castle  to  be  of  great  antiquity,  and  to  bear  evidence  of 

Roman  and  Saracenic  repairs. 

t     In  the  midst  of  the  firing,"  says  Mr.  TTnntcr,  "  a  white  flagbeing 

seen  hoi;?t('din  tlu*  town,  liostile  proceedings  were  instantly  suspended  : 
anil  on  a  boat's  jiroccedinL;-  to  the  shore,  the  Indi:in  mail,  M  incli  had 
ai'rived  by  way  of  Baj:da(l,  was  lianded  to  the  officer,  with  8uieiman 
Pacha's  couiplimeuta  to  Aduiiral  iStuptord.    The  latter  on  his  pai't  irn- 
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The  bombardment  was  continued  unt3  the  14th,  when 

all  except  the  Edinburgh,  Hastings,  and  Bellerophon,  were 

witlidiiiwii,  and  oj  clcred  to  proceed  in  different  directions 
to  harass  the  enemy  und  distribute  arms  among  the 
mountaineers. 

The  Benbow,  accompanied  by  the  Carysfort  and  Zebra, 
on  the  20th,  anchoied  off  the  small  island  of  Ruad*  Learn- 
ing here  that  there  was  a  probability  of  gaining  possession 
of  the  provisions  and  stores  at  Tortosa,  intended  for  the 
use  of  near  3,000  of  the  F^cha's  troops,  the  three  shipe 
proceeded  thither.  Arriving  off  this  place,  the  Carysfort 
and  Zebra  were  ordered  to  anchor  as  close  to  the  shore  as 
possible,  and  they  brought  up  within  500  3'ards.  Informa- 
tion was  here  brought  by  deserters  that  there  were  no 
troo})s  at  that  time  quartered  at  Tortosa,  and  that  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  possession  of  the  com 
store.  An  attempt  was,  therefore,  determined  upon,  and, 
the  Carysfort  and  Zebra  having  succeeded  in  effecting  a 
breach  in  the  wall  of  the  castle,  the  boats  of  the  squadron 
were,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  25th,  dispatched  on  this  ser- 
vice. Lieutenant  Edward  P.  Charlewood,  of  the  Benl)o\v, 
was  entrusted  with  the  charge  of  a  pioneer  party,  consisting 
of  Mr.  Turner,  the  gunner,  and  eight  men,  which  party  em- 
barked in  the  cutter,  while  the  larger  boats,  containing 
Lieutenant  Robert  S.  Harrison  and  50  marines,  the  whole 
under  the  command  of  the  Benbow's  first  lieutenant  (Wil- 
liam Maitland),  were  to  follow.  Lieutenant  W.  K.  Ste- 
phens, of  the  Carysfort,  was  ordered  to  take  charge  of  the 
boats,  alter  the  marines  and  storming  party  hud  landed. 

The  town  presented  at  its  sea  front  a  line  of  wali  iiauked 
at  either  angle  by  a  tower,  and  the  distance  from  the  sea  to 
the  breach  in  the  wall  w^as  not  more  than  16  or  i  S  yards.  At 
a  little  past  Ih.  p.m.  the  boats  quitted  the  Carysfort,  and 
Lieutenant  Charlewood  reached  the  beach,  and  effected  a 
landing  without  difficulty.  Not  so  the  larger  boats.  All 
four  were  intercepted,  when  about  thirty  yards  from  the 


mediately  forw  arded  a  warm  letter  of  thanks  to  the  Pacha,  and  ac- 
companied it  with  a  jinckage  of  forciirr!  winf,  which  had  been  seized  in 
an  Egyptian  Tessel  directed  to  buleiman.  i^'iring  was  at  once  resumed." 
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shore,  by  a  ledge  of  rocks,  over  wliicli  the  Bcubow's  cutters, 
drawing  less  water,  had  j>assed  without  obstruction.  This 
had,  however,  been  foreseen  by  the  enemy ;  and,  as  soon 
as  the  boats  touched  the  rocks,  a  heavy  &re  of  musketiy 
was  opened  upon  them  from  loop-holesi  as  well  as  from  the 
breach,  and  every  crevice  made  by  the  shot  of  the  ships* 
Lieutenant  Maitland,  removing  about  fourteen  men  from 
the  Bciibow's  launch  into  one  of  the  cutters,  landed, 
or  thure  is  little  doul^t  that  the  pioneer  party  must  have 
been  cut  off.  In  the  meanwhile.  Lieutenant  Charlewood, 
with  the  pioneers,  broke  open  several  stores,  aiid»  having 
found  one  filled  with  rice  and  another  with  com,  he  ran 
back  to  inform  Lieutenant  Maitland  and  request  more  men. 
During  his  absence  the  pioneers  broke  down  another  door, 
where,  to  then-  surprise,  was  found  a  number  of  soldiers. 
A  struggle  ensued,  in  which  two  soldiers  were  killed ;  but 
the  pioneers,  having  only  their  axes,  were  compelled  to  re- 
treat. The  return  of  Lieutenant  Charlewood  with  a  few 
men  checked  the  advance  of  the  soldiers,  who  did  not  ap- 
pear disposed  to  follow*  Finding  under  the  circumstances 
that  th^  was  no  chance  of  effecting  any  thing,  Captain 
Stewart,  who  had  followed  in  his  own  boat»  made  the  sig- 
nal of  recal,  and  those  who  had  landed  reached  their  boats 
in  excellent  order,  leaving  liotliing  behind,  and  having  only 
one  man  wounded. 

The  loss  sustained  in  the  grounded  boats  must  inevita- 
bly have  hecn  infinitely  more  severe  than  it  was,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  great  precision  of  the  covering  fire  of  the  Carya- 
fortond  Zebra,  the  shot  from  the  guns  of  these  ships  pass- 
ing dose  over  the  heads  of  the  British.  The  loss  was  as 
follows  :  two  seamen  and  three  marines,  of  the  Benbow, 
kiUed ;  ten  seamen  and  four  marines  wounded ;  and  three 
men  of  the  Zebra  wounded.  Total:  five  killed  and  17 
wounded,  three  severely. 

The  Castor  and  Pique,  on  being  witlulrawn  from  before 
Beyrout,  sailed  to  the  southward,  Captain  Collier,  who  was 
the  senior  officer,  having  orders  to  proceed  to  Caiffa,  off 
which  place  the  two  frigates,  accompanied  by  the  Ottoman 
frigate  Dewan,  appeared  on  the  16th. 

On  the  following  morning  two  boats,  one  in  command  of 
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Lieutenant  Charles  F.  A.  Sliadwell,  of  the  Castor,  and  the 
other  belonging  to  the  Turkish  frigate,  bearing  flags  of 
truce,  were  sent  in  to  suunaon  the  garrison  to  surrender  ; 
but  neither  was  suflfered  to  approach  the  shore.  The 
ships,  therefore,  09  the  return  of  the  boats  opened  fire  upon 
the  batteries^  and,  although  these  were  of  some  strength, 
the  suddenness  of  the  attack  was  such  that  after  the  first 
few  broadsides  the  troops  abandoned  the  town  in  great  con- 
fusion. The  Ottoman  flag  was  shortly  aflterwards  planted 
upon  liiL'  walls  of  CailFa  by  the  Britiiii  officers,  who  next 
destroyed  eight  guns  with  lliLir  carriages,  and  brought  off 
a  quantity  of  ammunition  and  two  13-iuch  mortars,  all  of 
which  was  put  on  board  the  Dewan. 

On  the  18th,  the  Castor  shifted  her  berth  to  cover  the 
entrance  to  the  Acre  gate«  at  the  distance  of  one  mile  from 
which  about  500  troops  were  distinctly  seen  drawn  up. 
Towards  noon  an  officer  and  a  few  men  having  taken  pos- 
session of  a  small  castle,  mounting  five  guns  in  the  rear  of, 
and  comiii  :nding  the  town,  the  Castor  and  Pique  opened 
fire  upon  t!j  111  ;  and,  in  the  course  of  a  short  time,  the 
Eg}'ptians  were  completely  driven  out,  the  officer  being 
womided.  As  the  destruction  of  this  castLe  was  considered 
desirable.  Captain  Collier  ordered  the  marines  of  the  two 
frigates  with  their  respective  officers — Lieutenants  Bemejr^ 
Varlo,  B.  Y.  S.  Moubray,  and  Charles  O.  Hambly^  witfi 
lieutenant  George  Gr.  Wellesley»  and  Messieurs  James  H, 
Cockbum  and  Leonard  Gibbard  (mates),  of  the  Castor; 
Lieutenants  11.  J.  Galhvcy  and  John  McDougall,  and  Mes- 
sieurs Frederick  Morris  and  W.  J.  A.  Heath  (mates)  of  the 
Pique — the  whole  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
Charles  G,  E.  Patey,  of  the  Castor,  to  effect  a  landing  for 
this  purpose.  Although  in  sight  of  the  force  already  men- 
tioned, the  British  landed  without  opposition ;  and»  after 
throwing  the  guns  over  the  ramparts  and  destroying  the 
fortifications,  the  part>^  returned  to  their  ships.  Lieute- 
nant McDougall,  of  the  Pique,  was  sc\ xrcly  \i  uunded  by 
tiie  discharge  of  a  gun,  which  he  was  in  the  act  of  spikinsr : 
and  Mr.  Gill,  carpenter  of  the  same  ship,  was  also  wounded 
by  the  explosi'  n. 

From  Caifta,  the  Castor  and  Pique,  on  the  24th,  sailed 
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toTsour  (or  Tyre),  from  which  place  the  Egyptian  troops, 
500  in  number,  were  driven  by  the  fire  of  the  two  frigates, 
and  the  town  taken  possession  of  by  the  British.  A  large 
quantity  of  com  was  found  in  the  government  stores  at 
this  place»  which*  as  well  as  a  quantity  of  ammunition, 
was  brought  away.  Captain  Collier  speaks  in  the  highest 
terms  of  the  officers  and  seamen  of  both  ships  employed  on 
shore,  under  the  orders  of  Lieutenants  Patey  and  Douglas 
CuiTy,  ail  of  whom  had  a  very  ardiion?  duty  to  perform  in 
levelling  sand-banks,  wliich  the  enemy  had  thrown  up  to 
the  height  of  ten  feet  to  cover  the  approaches  to  the  town 
fix)m  the  fire  of  the  ships*  The  Castor  and  Pique  remained 
on  this  part  of  the  coast 

It  was  next  determined  on  to  endeavour  to  capture  the 
city  of  Sidon  by  storm,  and  accordingly,  Commodore  Na* 
pier  received  orders  from  ihc  admiral  to  take  under  his 
command  the  84-gun  ship  Thunderer,  Austrian  frigate 
Guerricra,  18-iz;un  hrvj;  Wasp,  and  a  Turkish  corvette; 
together  with  the  two  steam-frigates  Cyclops  and  Gorgon, 
containing  500  marines  from  the  squadron  imder  Captain 
Arthur  Morrison,  and  a  battalion  of  Turkish  troops  of  the 
same  number.  On  the  27tfa  of  September,  at  daylight, 
this  squadron  got  underway  (the  utmost  secrecy  being  ob- 
served as  to  its  destination)  and  proceeded  on  this  service. 
On  his  arrival  at  Sidon,  the  commodore  was  joined  by  the 
steam-shi];s  btromboh,  just  from  England,  and  Hydra,  from 
Tyre  ;  the  former  ha%ang  on  board  284  marines,  under 
Captain  James  Whylock,  and  on  board  the  latter  was  the 
Ottoman  Rear- Admiral  Walker  Bey. 

The  town  of  Sidon  is  built  upon  an  eminence  rising  ab- 
ruptly from  the  sea.  It  contains  a  large  number  of  houses, 
closely  packed  together,  and  enclosed  on  three  sides  by  strong 
walls  of  considerable  height.  The  principal  gate  in  the 
line  of  wall  is  on  the  north  side,  near  the  sea,  and  is  very 
well  defended.  On  that  side  the  town  is  approachable 
from  a  broad  smooth  beach.  Towards  the  south,  Sidon 
rises  irom  the  level  country  by  a  short  but  steep  ascent, 
upon  which  is  a  small  citadd  of  no  great  strength.  On 
the  sea  front  there  is  no  wall ;  but  ttie  houses  being  for  the 
most  part  built  of  stone,  in  the  most  compact  andsubstan- 
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tial  maimer,  ofiiered  equal  obBtraction  to  an  enemy.  Hie 
TuinB  of  an  old  mole  also  prevented  any  very  near  approach ; 

and,  still  more  to  strengthen  this  position,  intrenchments 
had  been  constructed  to  oj>|ios(  a  landing.  A  castellated 
fort  of  considerable  size  projects  at  the  same  part,  about 
100  feet  into  the  sea,  and  is  connected  with  the  town  by  a 
bridge,  at  the  land  end  of  which  a  large  well-built  barrack 
additionally  defends  the  shore. 

Before  attacking  so  formidable  a  place,  it  became  neces* 
sary  to  make  great  preparations ;  and  it  is  but  justice  to 
the  commodore  to  state  that  nothing  which  prudence  and 
foresight  could  suggest  appeared  wanting  iu  the  arrange- 
ments.   The  wind  being  light,  the  Thunderer,  Guerriera, 
Wasp,  and  Turkish  corvxtte  were  towed  to  their  assianed 
positions  by  the  steam -ships.    The  Guerriera  and  Turkifih 
corvette  were  placed  by  Captain  Berkeley  abreast  the  town ; 
the  Wasp  and  Stromboli  anchored  more  to  the  southward, 
in  order  to  flank  it ;  and  the  Grorgon,  Cyclops,  and  Hydra 
anchored  to  the  northward,  close  to  the  castle.   A  peremp* 
tory  summons  was  then  dispatched  to  the  Governor  of 
Sidon,  with  winch  he  refused  compliance  ;  and  m  conse- 
quence, at  about  noon,  the  whole  squadron  opened  fire. 
For  nearly  an  hour  the  cannonade  was  continued  without 
making  much  visible  impression  ;  but  at  Ih.  p.m.  a  breach 
was  made  in  the  sea-wall  of  the  fort,  and  at  nearly  the  same 
time  one  of  the  tremendous  concentrated  broadsides  of  die 
Thunderer  swept  in  the  whole  side  of  the  outer  banrack 
square.*    What  with  the  smoke  of  the  guns  and  dust  of 
crumbling  walls,  the  movements  of  the  troops  ^vithin 
could  not  for  a  time  be  ascertained,  but  the  signal  was 
made  by  the  coninnjdore  for  the  Turkish  troops,  previously 
assembled  alongside  the  Cyclops,  to  land.  Immediately  the 
boats  of  the  different  ships  containing  the  Turkish  soldiers, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Lau^  (a  Prussian  officer  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Porte),  and  accompanied  by  Rear-Admiral  Wal* 
ker  Bey  and  Captain  Austin,  quitted  the  Cyclops,  and 
pulled  steadily  towards  the  shore.    Before  a  man  could 
Iiuid,  a  heavy  lire  of  musketry  was  opened  upon  the  boati? 


*  Correspondent  of  the    Morning  Chronicle/' 
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from  the  barracks  and  different  buildings,  which  was  re- 
sponded to  by  the  carronades  in  the  British  boats.  The 
landing  waft  efiected  with  some  loss,  and  the  castle  was 
taken  possession  of. 

Gommander  Mansel,  of  the  Wasp,  was  now  directed  to 
land  the  marines,  brought  out  by  the  Stromboli,  under  Cap- 
tain Whylock  and  Lieutenants  Alexander  Anderson  and 
Charles  F.  Hockin,  on  the  south-west  side  of  the  town  ; 
which  was  done  w^ith  '^reat  e:all;i  nti  y  and  .^kill.  These  were 
accompanied  b}''  about  20  of  the  Stromboii's  seamen,  under 
Lieutenant  John  Russel  and  Messieurs  William  Chamber- 
layne  and  Henry  Warren,  mates,  and  James  Hunt,  mid<* 
shipman.  The  Guerriera's  marines,  headed  by  the  prince, 
also  landed  at  the  same  time.  The  first  battelion  of  ma- 
rines was  next  landed  on  the  beach,  to  the  northward  of 
the  town,  in  the  Gorgon's  boats,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Morrison,  headed  by  the  commodore  in  person, 
acconij)anied  by  Captnin  Henderson. 

The  signal  was  then  made  for  the  whole  to  move  for- 
ward simultaneously,  and  for  the  Turkish  troops  to  cross  the 
causeway,  or  bridge,  leading  from  the  castle  to  the  town ; 
a  work  of  no  small  danger,  as  the  passage  was  defended  by 
a  host  of  men.  Walker  Bey,  Captain  Austin,  and  Mr. 
Arthur  Cumming,  mate  of  the  Cyclops,  at  this  juncture  gal- 
lantly volunteered  to  head  the  Turks  in  their  advance,  and 
the  latter,  following  the  example  of  their  dushing  leaders, 
under  the  direction  of  Colonel  Laue,  moved  forward  at  a 
quick  pace.  The  marines  on  the  right  and  left  of  the 
town  also  moved  on,  and,  after  a  sharp  but  brief  struggle, 
the  Egyptians  were  driven  out  of  the  bairaclc  ut  the  foot  of 
the  bridge,  and  retreated  up  the  narrow  arched  streets.  A 
laxge  house,  situated  near  the  barrack,  still  held  out,  and  a 
party  of  Eg\'ptian8  continued  firinjof  on  the  assailants,  and, 
at  length,  attempted  a  sortie,  headed  by  Hassan  Bey,  the 
gallant  leader  of  the  Egyptian  forces,  lliis  was  met  by  the 
British  marines  ;  but  this  brave  man,  after  firing  three  times 
upon  the  marines,  at  length  fell  with  three  musket-bdls  in 
bis  body.  No  further  resistance  was  offered  at  this  point, 
and  1,800  Egyptians  laid  down  their  arms,  and  were  im- 
mediately marched  across  the  causeway  to  the  castle. 
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In  the  meanwhile  die  Egyptians,  punned  by  tlie  allies, 
retreated  along  die  streets  towards  the  dtadel,  which  stood 

in  the  centre  of  the  town.  The  different  atUicking  parties 
soon  became  further  subdivided,  and  the  conflict,  or  rather 
chase,  wa?  continued  by  each  through  most  of  the  streets 
of  the  city.  The  Egyptians  at  length  took  refuge/* 
writes  the  commodore,  "  in  a  vaulted  barrack*  where  we 
found  upwards  of  1,000  men  lying  ready  for  a  sortie, 
should  occasion  offer,  or  to  throw  down  their  arms,  shonld 
they  be  discovered ;  and  die  latter  was  their  fate/'  In 
five  hours  from  the  commencement  of  the  bombardment, 
Sidon  was  conquered.  **  This  achievement/'  remarks  Mr. 
Hunter,  **  of  storming,  with  900  allies  and  500  Turks,  a 
town  protected  by  a  fort  and  citadel,  and  a  line  of  wall  de- 
fended by  2,700  men  (all  of  whom  were  taken  prisoners), 
must  ever  be  r^arded  as  of  no  mean  merit.  It  places 
Commodore  Napier  in  a  highly  favourable  point  of  view, 
when  we  consider  how  comprehensive  and  correct  were  the 
views  which  actuated  his  conduct.  The  energy,  too,  with 
which  he  carried  out  the  enterprise  was  of  a  stamp  rarely 
equalled/* 

Commodore  Napier  makes  mention  of  his  companions  in 
arms  in  the  following  honourable  terms :  **  I  have  much 
reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  captains,  officers,  and  men 
under  my  orders;  all  shewed  the  greatest  zeal;  £nglish, 
Austrians,  and  Turks  vied  with  each  other.  Commander 
Mansel  is  an  old  officer  well  deserving  of  promotion.  Mes~ 
sieuTS  Maguire  and  Price,  old  mates,  are  both  severely 
wounded,  and  behaved  mostgalhuitly,  aii  did  Air.  Cumniings, 
mate  of  the  Cyclops,  whose  conduct  was  seen  by  Captain 
Berkeley,  who  wrote  him  a  strong  letter  on  the  occasion;  and, 
1  trust,  their  lordships  will  promote  him.  My  aide-de-camp, 
liieutenant  Stephen  Bradky,  was  also  forward  on  all  occa- 
sions. The  Archduke  Frederick  placed  his  ship  well,  and 
kept  up  an  excellent  fire.  Walker  Bey,  Turkish  rear-ad- 
miral, who  was  there  by  accident,  was  the  first  who  ad- 
vanced along  the  causeway/'  Captain  Berkeley,  and  every 
other  captain  present,  was  also  publicly  thanked  in  the 
despatch.     The  commodore  affixed  a  postrrcript  to  hi« 

hastily  written  letter,  as  follows:— '  It  has  come  to  my 
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knowledge  that  there  was  a  complete  race  between 
Mr.  Hunt,  midshipman  of  the  Stromboli,  and  Signor 
Dominica  Chinca,  midshipman  of  the  Austrian  frigate 
Ouerriera^  who  should  first  place  the  colours  in  the  part  of 
the  town  where  they  landed."  The  effect  of  this  postscript 
was  to  obtain  for  Mr.  Hunt,  by  an  order  in  council  (he  not 
having  served  his  time),  his  lieutenant's  commission  ;  but 
the  credit  of  first  placing  the  British  colours  on  the  walls 
of  Sidon  belonged  in  reality  to  First  Lieutenant  Alexander 
Anderson,  of  the  marines.  This  gallant  oiiicer  had  some 
time  previously  to  Mr.  Hunt  planted,  nearly  on  the  same 
spot,  a  umon*jack,  which  he  soon  afterwards  removed  to  a 
higher  part  of  the  town.* 

The  loss  sustained  by  the  alUes  ^  sUght  in  comparison 
with  tlie  arduous  nature  of  the  service  performed,  and  was 
as  follows  :  Lieutenant  of  Marines  Charles  F.  Hockin  and 
two  British  and  one  Austrian  seamen  killed ;  and  Mes- 
sieurs William  K.  O.  Price  (Revenge)  and  Hochfort  Ma- 
guire  (Wasp),  mates,  and  John  Thompson,  boatswain  (Cy« 
clops),  five  seamen,  12  marines,  and  one  Austrian  seaman 
wounded,  seven  of  whom  severely.  Total :  four  killed  and 
21  wounded.  Twelve  only  of  the  Turkish  troops  were 
wounded. 

On  the  2nd  of  October,  a  very  u;dlant  exploit  was  per- 
formed by  Commander  Henry  J.  Worth,  with  the  boat?  of 
the  Hastings  and  Edinburgh.  Two  soldiers,  deserters 
from  the  Egyptian  forces  at  Beyrout,  arrived  on  board  the 
Hastings,  and  gave  information  that  the  sea  fort  contained 
200  barrels  of  powder,  to  which  a  train  had  been  laid 
hy  the  Egyptians,  across  an  arched  stone  bridge  communi- 
cating witib  the  town,  which  it  was  their  intention  to  fire,  in 
the  event  of  an  attack  being  made  upon  it.    These  soldiers 


*  In  the  hope  of  gaining  a  fuller  knowledge  of  tlu^  facts  of  thut  mis- 
statement, we  turned  with  avidity  to  the  account  of  the  war  in  Syria, 

y\<t  ]niblished  by  Sir  Charles  Napier  ;  but  without  deriving  any  in- 
formation. This  is  the  more  surprising,  as  a  corresponflen('o  on  the 
subject  took  jjlace  between  Colonel  Walker  and  Captain  \\  Uylock, 
and  Sir  Robert  Stoj)foril  and  the  Cuniiiiodore;  but  which  i:?  not  even 
alluded  to  in  the  work  named.  The  above,  however,  may,  we  believe, 
be  relied  on  as  substantially  correct. 
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oiicred  to  accompany  a  party  to  cut  off  the  train,  and  to 
point  out  where  the  powder  was  deposited.  The  undertak- 
ing presented  on  the  whole  very  great  difficulties  and  dan- 
gers, but  these  were  apparently  only  so  many  inducements 
to  make  the  attempt.  Three  boats  of  the  Hastings  were 
accordingly  dispatched  to  land  under  cover  of  the  guns  of 
the  launch  and  pinnace  of  the  Edinburgh  (in  whidi  were 
lieutenants  William  Clark  and  Henry  S.  Hawker),  Com- 
mander Worth  being  accompanied  in  his  enterprise  by 
Lieutenant  Charles  F.  Schomberg  and  Mr.  R.  T.  Bedford, 
mate.  In  order  to  divert  the  enemy's  attention  from  the 
boat  expedition,  the  Edinburgh  and  Hastings  opened  fire 
upon  the  batteries,  and  in  the  meanwhile  the  boats  reached 
the  shore  and  the  party  landed,  and,  under  the  guidance  of 
the  deserters,  found  and  severed  the  train.  Scarcely  was 
this  effected,  when  the  tr«in  was  fired  in  the  town«  The 
party  then  broke  into  the  fort,  and  succeeded  in  removing 
31  barrels  of  powder  to  the  boats,  and  in  throwing  60  or 
80  into  the  sea.  Numerous  troops  having  now  assembled 
near  the  castle,  Commander  Worth  determined  to  retreat 
to  the  boats  ;  but,  in  effecting  this,  Mr.  Frederick  Lus- 
combe,  a  young  gentleman  of  much  promise,  was  killed  by 
the  fire  of  musketry  opened  upon  the  party;  and  three 
men  were  wounded,  one  dangerously. 

Captain  Henderson  being  desirous  of  disconnecting  the 
bridge  which  led  from  the  above-mentioned  castle  to  the 
town,  conceiving  it  might  be  of  service  in  the  event  of  an  attack 
being  made  upon  it,  the  ships  opened  fire  upon  the  bridge, 
but  finding  that  it  would  occupy  much  time,  and,  as  it  was 
in  the  first  place  desirable  to  remove  the  powder  which  still 
remained  in  the  castle,  Commander  Francis  D«  Hastings^ 
of  the  Edinburgh,  undertook  to  remove  it,  he  being  accom- 
panied by  Commander  Worth,  who  galhmtiy  volunteered 
his  services  on  the  occasion.  In  the  Edinburgh's  boats 
were  Lieutenants  William  Clark  and  Chraham  Ogle,  and 
Messieurs  Charles  S.  Norman,  mate,  and  Herbert,  Boys,^ 
and  Owen,  midshipmen ;  and  in  those  of  the  Hastings 

were  Lieutenant  John  Morshead  and  Messieurs  R.  T. 
Bedford,  James  S.  Davison,  and  Charles  F.  Chimmo,  mates. 
The  boats,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  of  October*  pushed 
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off  under  an  admirable  fire  from  the  two  ship^,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  gaining  an  entrance  to  the  castle  through  a  hole 
on  the  east  side,  notwithstanding  a  tremendous  fire  of  mus- 
ketry from  the  walls  of  another  fort  to  the  eastward. 
Under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Campbell^  boatswain  of  the 
Edinburgh,  the  party  then  set  to  work,  and  a  great  deal 

more  powder  was  thrown  overboard  ;  but  the  nig! it  clos- 
ing in.  Captain  Henderson  made  the  siiiiuil  of  recal,  und 
the  boats  returned  to  the  ships,  after  an  absence  of  only 
forty  minutes,  leaving  only  a  small  quantity  in  the  maga- 
zine. The  same  night  the  Egyptians  put  a  finish  to  tAiis 
business  by  blowing  up  the  castle.  The  above  services  were 

performed  in  a  manner  highly  creditable  to  all  concerned ; 
and  the  latter  exploit  was  attended  with  no  loss,  and  only 

one  marine  of  the  party  was  wounded. 

On  the  9th  of  October,  the  result  of  a  very  prallant  and 
successful  attack  made  by  the  Turkish  troops,  cornmauded 
by  Commodure  Napier,  upon  the  troops  of  Ibrahim  Pacha, 
occupying  the  mountains  near  Beyrouth  the  town  was  eva- 
cuated ;  and  on  the  same  day,  2,000  Egyptians  delivered 
themselves  up  as  prisoners  of  war.  In  tiie  course  of  a  few 
days,  Tripoli,  Tortosa,  and  Latakia  were  evacuated  by  the 
Egyptians,  and  taken  possession  of  by  the  country  people 
well  disposed  towards  the  Sriltan.  Thus  the  whole  line  of  Sy- 
rian coast,  with  the  exception  of  the  fortifications  and  town 
of  St.  Jean  d'Acre,  had  fallen ;  iuid  this,  the  strongest  and 
best  prepared  defence  of  Mehemet  Ali,  had  soon  also  to 
succumb  to  British  prowess. 

To  undertake  the  reduction  of  this  powerful  fortress, 
however,  was  a  matter  requiring  much  deliberation.  The 
season  of  the  year  was  extremely  unpropitious,  for  generally 
at  about  this  time  the  Syrian  coast  is  visited  by  tremendous 
gales,  which  coining  from  the  north-west,  render  the  coast 
most  dangerous  ;  as  it  is  almost  certain  destruction  to  any 
ship  caught  within  their  limits.  To  add  to  these  probable 
dangers,  a  French  squadron  was  known  to  be  watching  the 
progress  of  the  British  with  a  jealoua  eye  i  and  there  was 
every  symptom  of  a  hostile  movement  on  the  part  of  die 
French  nation.  Commodore  Napier  and  Rciur^Admiral 
Walker  Bey  strongly  urged  the  attempt  to  be  made 
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immediately,  but  Bir  Robert  Stopfordi  upon  whom  the  sole 

responsibility  and  blame,  in  the  event  of  failure,  would  have 
rested,  naturallv  demurred  until  he  could  in  some  decree 
insure  success,  or  at  least  be  relieved  from  the  heavy  onus 
which  a  failure  might  throw  upon  him.  Colonel  Sir 
Charles  Smith,  commander-in- chief  of  the  forces,  also  was 
not  over  sanguine  as  to  what  the  result  of  an  attack  would 
be  in  a  military  point  of  view ;  and  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, it  was  believed  that  further  proceedings  would  have 
been  stayed,  but  for  the  arrival  of  despatches  from  England. 

lii  ackiiowlcdcring  the  receipt  ol  the  furuign  secretarj'-'s 
letter,  received  uu  the  27th  of  October,  Sir  Robert  Stopford 
irives  nn  idea  of  its  contents  when  he  says,  he  is  therein 
directed  **  to  make,  under  certain  circumstances,  an  at- 
tack upon  the  fortress  of  St*  Jean  d'Acre."  What  these 
certain  circumstances"  were,  however,  is  not  expressed ; 
but  vmiting  only  some  plausiUe  cover  for  undertalcing  the 
risk,  the  admiral  gladly  availed  himself  of  Lord  Palmerston's 
letter,  and  gave  instant  orders  for  the  attack.  Lord 
Palmerston's  despatch  was  dated  October  the  5th,  and 
before  one  month  had  elapsed,  Acre  had  fallen. 

As  a  preliminary  step,  the  Turkish  rear-admiral  proceeded 
under  tlie  walls  of  Acre  in  his  ship,  to  demand  the  surrender 
of  the  fortress,  but  without  success ;  and  on  the  morning 
of  the  3l8t  of  October,  the  force  destined  for  the  attack 
got  underway  from  Beyrout,  having  on  board  3,000  Turkish 
troops.  The  squadron  was  composed  of  the  following  British 
ships,  commanded  as  before  stated.*  Princess-Charlotte, 
Powerful,  Belleiu])hun,  Revenge,  Thunderer,  Ediiil^urgh, 
Benbow,  Castor,  Carysfort,  Gorgon.  Vesuvius,  jStruinboli, 
Phoenix :  Austrian  frigates,  Medea,  licar- Admiral  Bandiera, 
and  Guerriera,  under  the  command  of  his  Impenal  Highness 
the  Archduke  Frederick:  Arabian  corvette  Lipsia;  and 
I  Turkish  74-gun  ship  Mookad-dimoy-i-hire,t  bearing  the 

flag  of  Walker  Bey. 

I   

*  See  page  538. 

'  t  Mr.  Hunter,  in  his  lively  description  of  this  ship,  renders  tWs 

I  unpronounceable  name,  **  the  days  oi  yore,*'  or  '*  la/^iicUe  desjourft 
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On  the  afternoon  of  the  2nd  of  November,  the  expedition 
reached  the  Bay  of  Acre,  and  anchored  about  two  n  Ues 
off  the  town,  where  the  Pique,  Talbot,  \\  i.i-'jp,  ill 

had  been  lyino^  for  iiouie  days.    At  a  council  of  war  held  the 

same  nighty  it  was  determined  that  the  bombardment  should 
take  place  on  the  succeeding  day  at  as  early  an  hour  as  the 
wind  woiUd  permit* 
The  task  of  sounding  and  buoying  off  the  channels 

leading  to  the  batteries  had  been  j^erforraed  with  much 
skill  by  Messieurs  George  Biddlecombe  and  J.  C.  Barlow, 
masters  of  the  Talbot  and  Pique,  under  tlie  orders  of 
Captains  Boxer  and  Codrington  ;  and  to  this  preliminary, 
which  will  be  hereafter  noticed,  the  comparative  impunity 
with  which  the  squadron  escaped  was  chiefly  owing.  The 
night  preceding  the  attack  was  also  employed  by  many 
officers  in  nicreasing  their  knowledge  of  the  different 
localities  of  the  shoals  ;  and  in  2:)articular  Mr.  John  Davies, 
master  of  the  Edinburgh,  \vhosc  ship  was  ordered  to  attack 
the  south  side,  exerted  himself  very  much,  and  sounded  to 
within  musket- shot  of  the  batteries,  from  which  his  boat 
was  twice  fired  at. 

Various  arrangements  were  made  as  to  the  different 
positions  which  the  ships  should  respectively  occupy,  but 
many  of  these  plans  were  defeated,  and  we  think  it  will 
save  botli  the  reader's  time  and  patience,  if  we  point  out  at 
once  the  precise  spot  which  each  ship  did  in  fact  occupy  on 
tiie  eventful  day.  The  plan  with  which  we  now  present 
our  readers  is  from  actual  measurement,  and  the  positions 
of  the  different  ships  are  also  equally  correct,  they  being 
determined  by  angles  taken  by  Mr*  Davies,  master  of  the 
Edinburgh. 

In  order  the  better  to  observe  the  proceedings  of  the 

attacking  squadrons,  which,  it  will  be  remarked,  were,  by 
the  nature  of  the  service,  com})letely  separated,  the  admiral, 
accompanied  l)y  Sir  Charles  Smith,  embarked  on  board  the 
Phoenix,  leaving  Commodore  Napier  to  conduct  the  division 
appointed  to  act  against  the  western  or  strongest  side. 
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a  Pique,  y  Lipsia,(Arab,)  »  Hazard,  /  Phoenix,  st.  v. 

b  Beileropbon,  h  Medea(Aust.),  o  Edinburgh,  u  Stromboli,8t.v. 
e  Thunderer,  I  Gnerriera,  (do)  p  Benl»0Wt  «  YeaniidiiSySt.  t. 
d  Pss. Charlotte,  k  Talbot,         ^  Wasp,  w  A  cotter. 

e  Powerful,       I  Carysfort,      r  Tulddi  Adnil. 
/  Revenge,       m  Castor,  s  Gorgon,  st.  v. 

AAA  Stone  wall  about  25  feet  in  height,  b  Ancient  mole  destroyed, 
cc  Small  forts  abandoned  and  ruined,  dddd  Batteries  on  the  land 
side  attempted  by  the  French  in  1 791).  ee  Works  besieged  by  Ibrahim 
Parhfi  in  lBr>l  and  1832.  fff  Covered  way.  ggg  Unfinished  out- 
works. H  Gate  of  Customs,  kk  Khans.  L  Citadel,  m  Mosque, 
o  Palace.  The  deep  ])arts  inside  the  wall  EE  shew  the  damage  oc- 
cabiuned  by  the  ejcplosion  of  the  magazine. 
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At  9h.  30m.  a.m.  the  signal  was  made  to  weigh,  but  the 
lightness  of  the  southerly  breeze  prevented  the  squadron 
from  approaching  the  batteries.  At  a  little  before  Ih.  p.m., 
however,  the  sea  breeze  set  in,  and  the  whole  bore  up  nearly 
before  it.  The  Powerful,  closely  followed  by  the  Princesa- 
Gharlotte*  Thunderer,  and  Bellerophon,  stood  to  the  north* 
wBxd«  and  then  steered  for  the  batteries.  The  positions 
taken  up  by  the  ships  of  this  division,  as  a  glance  at  the 
diagram  will  prove,  was  to  a  great  degree  faulty  ;  since  a 
large  proportion  of  the  enemy's  forts  were  left  unengaged, 
and  tlic  fire  of  the  northernmost  ships  rendered  compara- 
tively ineffective. 

The  cause  of  this  error,  as  nearly  as  we  can  learn,  was  as 
follows.  The  plan  previously  laid  down  for  the  mode  of 
attack  was  formed  upon  the  supposition  that  the  ships 
would  enter  by  the  southern  passage  ;  but  the  cliange  of 
wind  at  Ih.  p.m.  rendering  this  impracticable  with  the  line- 
of-battle  ships,  the  original  design  was  given  up,  and  the 
squadron  obhged  to  round  the  northern  end  of  the  shoal, 
and  enter  the  channel  in  the  opposite  direction.  Had  the 
ships  entered  as  at  first  proposed,  the  Powerful  was  to  have 
brought  up  abreast  of  the  souUiem  angle  of  the  west  firont, 
and  tiie  other  ships  were  to  have  passed  on  the  outside,  and 
anchored  to  the  northward  of  her.  The  commodore  find- 
ing the  necessity  of  deviating  from  the  course  originally 
laid  down,  made  the  sip;n;\l  that  '*  he  intended  attacking 
worM  batteries  meaning,  no  doubt,  that  the  ships  astern 
should  pass  on  and  anchor  to  the  southward  of  him ;  in  fact, 
intending  only  that  the  original  line  should  be  reversed ; 
but  this  intention  not  being  properly  understood,  the 
Prinoess*Gharlotte  and  other  ships,  as  soon  as  tike  Powerful 
had  anchored,  brought  up  astern,  and  to  the  northward  of 
her,  as  had  been  before  agreed  upon.  The  consequence 
was,  that  these  ships  generally  were  from  800  to  1,000 
yards  too  far  to  the  northward. 

At  2h.  17m.,  just  as  the  ships  of  Commodore  Napier's  di« 
vision  had  anchored  and  opened  their  tremendous  broadsides 
upon  the  western  line  of  batteries,  the  Castor  and  Talbot 
gallantiy  lea^ng  the  diiasion  (consisting  of  the  Edinburgh, 
Benbow,  Carysfort,  Hazard,  and  Wasp)  appointed  to  act 
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against  the  southern  face,  dropped  anchor  in  less  than  four 

fathoms  water,  within  about  700  yards  of  the  fort,  and 
opened  a  spirited  fire,  while  the  remaining  ships  passed  on 
to  take  their  stations.  The  Edinburgh  at  the  same  rime 
commenced  firing  ;  and  having  cleared  the  Castor,  re- 
opened a  heavy  fire,  and  dropped  a  stem  anchor  close  upon, 
that  frigate's  starboard  bow.  The  remaining  ships  (inducting 
also  the  Turkish  Admiral,  which  anchored  to  tiie  eastward, 
and  the  Austrian  ships,  which  brought  up  to  the  westward) 
anchored  as  most  convenient  by  the  head  or  stem,  and  at 
about  2h.  30m.  the  action  had  become  geneicil.  The  ad- 
miral observing  the  vacant  space  ahead  of  the  Powerful, 
at  about  3h.  p.m.,  directed  the  lleveiige  (which  ship  had 
been  ordered  to  keep  underway  as  a  reserve)  to  proceed 
and  take  it  up ;  and  in  a  sliort  time  this  ship  was  most 
admirably  placed  ahead  of  the  commodore.  The  Pique 
anchored  to  the  northward  of  the  whole. 

"  Soon,"  writes  Mr.  Hunter,  **  observation  was  con- 
founded by  the  continuous  roar  of  cannon,  and  by  the 
masses  of  smoke,  which  in  many-piled  wreaths  began  to 
envelope  as  well  the  ships  as  the  fortress.  When  the 
smoke  at  short  intervals  cleared  away,  we  got  a  glimpse  of 
one  or  more  of  the  embrasures  ;  but,  for  the  most  part,  the 
only  object  seen  to  mark  their  locality  was  the  Uaze  of 
lurid  fire  issuing  from  the  pieces  at  the  moment  of  dis- 
charge/' Thus  affiwrs  continued  tiU  a  litfle  past  4h.  p.m., 
when  the  whole  fortress  was  for  a  iiiomcnt  illumiuud  with  an 
intense  blaze  of  liprht,  which  was  as  suddenly  succeeded  by 
a  deiipo  cloud  of  smoke,  du>t,  liiirsting  shells,  and  large 
fragments  of  stone,  &c.  The  principal  magazine,  supposed 
to  have  contained  some  thousands  of  barrels  of  powder,  bad 
exploded ;  it  was  beUeved  the  effect  of  a  shell  thrown  by 
one  of  the  steam-ships.  The  cannonade,  which  for  a  second 
had  been  stayed,  was  succeeded  by  a  loud  and  long  cheer, 
which  resounded  from  ship  to  ship,  and  the  firing  was  re- 
sumed with  una])ating  energy,  and  continued  till  near  sun- 
set, when  not  more  tlian  20  guns  in  the  batteries  remain- 
ing undisabled,  the  admiral  made  the  signal  to  "  cease 
finng."  Each  ship  accordingly  left  off  action,  but  con- 
tinued at  anchor,  ready  to  renew  it  at  a  moment's  notice; 
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but  this  was  unnecessary,  for  never  was  a  place  more  com- 
pletely torn  to  pieces. 

To  de«rnbc  a  tenth  part  of  the  dovn  stating  effects  of  the 
British  tire,  and  of  the  explosion,  would  be  vain  :  two 
embrasures  were  in  numerous  mstances  beaten  into  one, 
and  the  parapets  throughout  so  much  damaged  as  to  be 
nearly  usdess ;  gunst  some  split  from  breech  to  muzzle, 
were  thrown  from  their  carriages  (in  some  instances  the 
caniaaps  were  lying  \i|)ju  rmo?t)  to  inconceivable  distances, 
and  so  disfigured  and  injured,  as  to  be  perfectly  unservice- 
able. **  By  the  explosion,"  says  Colonel  Sir  Charles  bmith 
in  his  despatch,  "  two  entire  regimen ts,  formed  in  position 
on  the  ramparts,  were  annihilated,  and  erery  living  creature 
within  tiie  area  of  6,000  yards  ceased  to  exist ;  the  loss 
of  life  being  variously  computed  from  1,200  to  2,000 
persons." 

We  must  next  revert  to  the  loss  of  the  British,  which 
wa<*  happily  exceedingly  slight,  and  was  as  follows  : — 
Princess-Charlotte  :  one  secimjin  killed.  Powerful :  three 
seamen  and  oaemariue  wounded ;  one  of  the  former  severely. 
Revenge:  two  men  killed,  and  three  seamen  (severely) 
and  one  marine  (slightly)  wounded*  Edinburgh :  two  sea- 
men and  two  marines  killed,  and  Commander  Hastings, 
Messieurs  John  Davies  (master),  Joseph  PlimsoU  (assistant 
surgeon),  and  Henry  lioys  (midshipman),  one  seaman,  one 
serrreant  of  maiines,  and  one  boy  wonnded.*  Castor  :  four 
seamen  killed,  and  four  seamen  (one  severely)  and  three 
marines  (two  severely)  wounded.  Talbot:  Lieutenant 
Bulkeley  G.  Le  Mesurier  (mortally),  Mr.  Henry  Haswell, 
mate  (shghtly),  and  one  seaman  (severely)  wounded. 
Wasp :  five  seamen  (severely)  and  one  marine  wounded. 
Hazard:  one  marine  and  one  boy  wounded.  Turkish 
Admind :  four  men  killed,  and  three  wounaed.  Medea 
(Uc;ir- Admiral  Bandiera's  Hag-ship)  :  one  killed,  and  four 
wounded ;  and  Guerriera,  one  killed,  and  two  wounded. 
Beilerophon,  Thunderer,  Benbow,  Pique,  and  Carysfort,  as 


*  This  loss  was  prizkcipaliyoccasioiied  by  a  aheU  wbieh  pitched  upon 
one  of  the  quarter-deck  guns,  and  exploded  as  the  ship  was  nuuung 
down  to  take  up  her  position  under  the  batteries. 
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weQ  as  aU  the  steam-ships^  escaped  irithout  loss.  Total : 
British  loss,  IS  killed,  32  wounded ;  Austrian,  two  killed, 

and  six  wounded;  and  Turkish,  four  killed,  and  thine 
wounded  :  making  in  all  18  killed  and  41  wounded. 

No  shi|)  sustained  any  very  severe  injury,  but  all  were 
more  or  less  struck  by  shot ;  and  the  masts  and  rigging  oi 
many  were  much  cut  and  damaged.  The  Powerful  was 
the  only  ship  which  had  a  spar  shot  away,  and  she  lost  her 
main-topgallant-mast. 

The  cause  of  this  almost  miracalous  escape  from  loss 
has  been  thus  accounted  for.  When  the  task  of  buoying- 
ofF  the  edge  of  the  shoal  along  which  the  ships  were  to 
pass  was  being  performed,  the  Egyptians  beheved  the  boats 
to  he  laying  down  the  positions  which  the  ships  of  the  squa- 
dron were  to  occupy,  and  levelled  their  guns  aocordin^y» 
the  carriages  heing  raised  to  the  desired  range  by  means  of 
phinka  and  sand«bags,  and  the  embrasures  blocked  up,  so 
that  it  was  impossible  to  train  the  guns  dther  to  the  right 
or  left.  But  as  all  the  ships  anchored  at  some  distance  in- 
side the  buoys,  the  shot  from  the  batteries  flew  harmlessly 
over  them,  merely  cutting  away  rigging  and  sjiils,  c\c. 
After  the  firing  had  commenced,  the  smoke  prevented  the 
Egyptians  from  discovering  the  effects  of  their  firing,  and 
the  unceasing  torrent  of  shot,  which  speedily  removed  the 
sand-bags  from  the  embrasures  and  came  pouring  through 
them,  rendered  it  utterly  impossible  to  remedy  the  defect, 
even  had  the  error  become  known.  Had  the  ships  an- 
chored farther  out  than  they  did,  the  loss  of  life  must  have 
been  tremendous  ;  for  the  water  at  a  few  dozen  yards  out- 
side the  ships,  where  the  shot  and  shell  pitched,  was  ob« 
served  in  a  perfect  foam. 

On  the  sea-batteries  of  Acre  no  less  than  147  guns  had 
beenmounted,  besides  five  Id-inch  mortars  and  many  others ; 
the  place  had  ammunition  enough  for  a  ten  years'  war,  and 
was  victualled  and  stored  in  the  most  abundant  manner  for 
a  long  siege.  The  erai  i  i^on  at  the  commencement  of  the 
bombardment  is  sH])pi)?-cd  to  have  consisted  of  4,500  men, 
exclusive  of  800  cavalry  posted  outside  the  town.  The 
total  number  killed  and  wounded  cannot  be  correctly  as- 
certained ;  but  it  is  probable  that  the  number  stated  in  the 
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extract  given  from  Cobnel  Smith's  letter  includes  all  that 
fell  on  this,  to  them,  disastrous  day.    The  prisoners 

amounted  to  3,000.  On  the  following  morning  the  strong 
furtrebs  of  the  East,  so  famed  in  liistory,  was  taken  quiet 
possession  of,  and  all  the  troops  under  Su:  Charles  Smith 
were  landed,  and  took  up  their  quarters  in  the  town. 

On  the  6th,  a  second  explosion  of  sheUs  took  place  in 
the  ruins  of  the  magazine  in  which  a  party  of  men  were  at 
work,  by  which  one  of  the  Benbow's  marines  was  killed. 
Captain  Collier,  ot  the  Castor,  had  his  leg  broken,  and 
mauy  others  were  seriously  injured. 

In  conchidinGT  his  otlicial  account  of  the  fall  of  St.  Jean 
d'Acre,  Sir  Kobert  Stoptord  bears  haodsome  testimony  to 
the  exertions  of  those  under  his  orders.  **  When  I  see," 
he  states,  **  the  effects  of  our  fire  upon  so  formidable  a 
fortress,  I  cannot  help  feeling  the  greatest  obligation  to 
every  officer  and  man  engaged  in  this  enterprise.  The 
cool,  steady,  and  beautiful  style  in  which  the  ships  and 
vessels,  through  shoals  and  banks,  came  into  their  positions, 
and  the  noble  spirit  that  animated  the  whole,  in  the  de- 
structive fire  opened  and  maintained  against  a  very  smart 
return  from  the  forts  and  batteries,  were  most  gratifying, 
and  drew  forth  my  admiration,  bemg  enabled  from  the 
steamer  to  observe  the  simultaneous  attack  upon  botli 
faces ;  but  where  all  were  animated  with  the  same  spirit, 
and  each  did  his  duty  to  my  heart's  content,  it  cannot  be 
possible  for  me  to  single  out  cases  of  individual  merit.  I 
may  be  allowed  to  observe,  however,  that  in  confiding  to 
Captain  Fanshawe,  my  tiag- captain  (who  had  been  of  great 
service  to  me  in  the  previous  details  and  arrangements  on 
this  and  former  occasions  during  the  expedition),  the  chaige 
of  conducting  my  flag-ship,  while  it  behoved  me  to  survey 
and  direct  tibe  whole,  he  most  ably  fulfiUed  his  trust/' 
Lieutenant  William  F.  Olanville,  the  admirars  fiag-Ueute- 
nant,  was  also  cilUidod  to  in  terms  of  great  praiic  ;  and  all 
the  different  captains,  their  oiiicers,  and  ships'  companies, 
were  especially  thanked  by  tlie  admiral  for  the  assistance 
each  ship  had  respectively  rendered. 

The  rewards  merited  by  these  important  services,  which 
afford  sufficient  proof,  if  proof  were  wanted,  that  British 
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ships  and  British  sailors  are  not  degenerated  (as  some 

would  have  us  believe),  were  not  withheld  by  the  British 
government.  Sir  Robert  Stu]>ioid  h  id  already  attained 
all  the  military  distinctions  which  could  be  bestowed ; 
and  the  offer  of  a  peerage  was,  we  believe,  declined. 
The  admiral  was>  however,  complimented  by  the  thanks 
of  both  Houses  of  Ptoliament,  and  with  the  freedom  of 
fhe  city  of  London,  presented  in  an  elegantly  carved 
oaken  box.  The  siiltan  transmitted  a  letter  of  thanks, 
the  imperial  nishdn  of  honour  and  merit,  and  a  magnifi- 
cent swurd,  Uic  handle  of  which  was  stiulc'cd  with 
jewels.  The  Austrian,  Prussiiui,  and  llussiau  emperors 
also  conferred  orders  and  high  marks  of  distinction  upon 
the  gallant  admiral.  Commodore  Napier  also  received  the 
thanks  of  parliament,  and  was  advanced  to  be  Knight 
Commander  of  the  B^th ;  and  the  twelve  captains  pre* 
sent  at  the  bombardment  of  Acre,  not  previously  so 
decorated,  were  made  companions  of  the  order.  Ten  com- 
manders received  each  a  stc]^,  aud  zli  lieutenants,  and 
about  50  mates  were  promoted,  most  of  whom  have 
already  been  named  in  the  foregoing  pages.  The  scr^'ices 
of  Ftce- Admiral  Walker  Bey  (lor  this  promotion  had  been 
conferred  upon  him  by  the  Turkish  government  previously 
to  the  capture  of  St.  Jean  d*Acre),  who,  in  his  English 
name  of  Baldwin  Wake  Walker,  graced  the  list  of  cap* 
tains  in  the  British  navy,  did  not  pass  unnoticed,  and  he 
now  appears  as  Sir  Baldwiu  W.  Walker,  K.C.B.  Sir 
Charles  Felix  Smith  also  received  the  thanks  of  parlia- 
ment, as  did  also  the  ofiicers  and  ships'  companies  of  the 
squadron.  The  marines  and  that  most  meritorious  class 
of  officers,  the  masters,  who  bore  a  prominent  and  most 
vital  part  during  the  various  operations,  alone  go  unno* 
ticed ;  but  we  trust  that  as  our  country  can  never  maintain 
her  high  position  unless  her  useful  servants  be  properly 
taken  care  of  and  rewarded,  some  steps  may  be  devised  to 
atford  to  those  officers  that  stimulus  to  continued  exertions, 
which  all  men,  however  zealous  they  may  be,  look  for  and 
require. 
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Kelly,  R.  Gun.  30^ 
Kelly,  B.  M.  Capt.  380. 
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Kergulien,  C.  Come.  149,  4.58. 
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KniglJt,  H.  Lt.  200,  201,  210. 
Kynaston,  C.  H.  Mid.  163. 
Kynson,  J.  Mate,  3(KL 

Laar,  C.  Capt.  451. 
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Maunsell,  R.  Mate,  88^  538. 

VOL.  II. 
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McCreery,  D.  Lt  4ML 
McCuin,  W.  Mate,  2a 
McCuUock,  T.  Lt.  3a 
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240,456. 
McKenzie,  T.  H.  Mate,  2Qa 
McKenzie,  J.  Lt  2LL 
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Moore,  J.  Mid.  402. 
Moore,  T.  W.  Mid.  50L 
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545. 

Morrison,  L  H.  Capt  45L 
Morshead,  J.  Lt.  550. 
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Noble,  F.  Lt  32S. 
Noble,  M.  P.  Bo.  m 
Noel,  F.  Mid.  306. 
Norman,  S.  Lt  ISL 
Norman,  T.  Capt  R.M.  U3, 
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